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 INTRODUCTION 

The Book of Judges is a book made up of poetry, and riddles, but mainly it’s a narrative history. The book’s purpose 

was to teach Israel that God is faithful and He will punish people for their sins if they don’t remain loyal and devoted 

to Him. 

And as we go through this really sad book, we’re going to see the consequences of a people who refuse to be obedient 

to God. This truly is the most evil and darkest time in the history of Israel as a nation. 

Moses has died and God appointed Joshua to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land and although Joshua 

succeeded in entering the land, he failed to bring them rest. And as we will see when Joshua dies, everything quickly 

went downhill fast. 

The judges of the Old Testament arose during a period of internal anarchy and external conflict, covering the time 

between the death of Joshua and the anointing of King Saul. This was a time of disaster on a colossal scale for 

Israel, Judges 2:16-17. 

God’s people were led to Canaan to conquer the land, but instead, they became infected with the idolatry of Canaan. 

They were to make no treaties with the inhabitants, and they weren’t to marry any foreigners. 

But they were happy to settle among the Canaanites, to the point where you didn’t know who the Israelites were and 

who the Canaanites were. And instead of them driving out the Canaanites, they just became like them and practised 

what they practised. 

BACKGROUND 

Straight away, from the very first few verses in Judges, we can see Israel only partially obeying God, Judges 1:6. 

What were Israel supposed to do? They were supposed to kill all the Canaanites. But what did they do? 

They mutilated a captured king, which was the very practice of the Canaanites, Judges 1:28. What were they 

supposed to do? They were supposed to drive the Canaanites out of the land, Deuteronomy 7:1-5. But what did they 

do? They kept them and forced them to work for them. 

The world is trying to conform us to its standards and its ways but Paul says we need to be on our guard against 

that, Romans 12:1-2. God doesn’t want us to think as the world does, He doesn’t want to us compromise with the 

world and its ways. 

Israel was happy to compromise with the world around them during this time. And that compromise with the 

Canaanites led them into idolatry, intermarriage, and eventually to having no rules, Judges 17:6. What a sad picture 

this is of God’s chosen people. 

The outcome of Israel’s compromise was the shocking reality that their real enemy became God Himself. And He 

ensured that when they went out to battle, the outcome was defeat. But God who is rich in mercy, in His grace, raised 

up leaders to bring Israel back in line. 

For Israel during the period of the Judges it was a time of war, but why would God send them to a land that was 

already occupied? Why didn’t He send them to a place where no one lived, so they could settle there and not have 

any influence around them? 
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Well, possibly for the same reason Jesus didn’t ask the Father to take His disciples out of the world, John 17:15. Why 

would God send them to a land that was already occupied? After all, they spent forty years of hardship in the 

wilderness and now they were going to have to deal with internal and external conflict. 

God led them to Canaan to test them, He wanted to know if they would be obedient to Him, Judges 3:1-4. He wanted 

His people to trust Him, to trust in His mighty power, to trust that He would help them take hold of the Promised 

Land. He wanted them to remember that they were holy, chosen and His treasured possession, Deuteronomy 7:6. 

He wanted them to remember who they were as a people, and they needed to know just how holy they were to be. 

They needed to remember why they were chosen and just how treasured they were to God. 

Remember we’re now dealing with a new generation of Israelites from those who wandered in the desert, Judges 

2:10. But this second generation was held responsible for their own spiritual failings. 

The text says that they didn’t ‘know’ God, Judges 2:10, but that doesn’t mean they weren’t aware of God. It means, 

they didn’t regard or acknowledge God as their Lord. 

When the judges appeared, God appeared and everyone went back to their best behaviour but as soon as a judge dies, 

the children of Israel get involved in all kinds of sinful practices, Judges 1:1-2 / Judges 2:1-4 / Judges 2:16. 

God had delivered them from their terrible slavery in Egypt and He had led them through the wilderness giving them 

blessing after blessing. They were His favoured people, they were the chosen ones of the Lord God Almighty. And so 

He led them, He fed them and He protected them and eventually, He led them into the land of Canaan, which was 

their Promised Land. 

It was a land flowing with milk and honey, and it was given to them not because they were so great but because God 

had promised this land to their ancestors. And all they had to do was enter the land, destroy the people who were 

living there and take up residence, Deuteronomy 34:4. 

He was their God, their redeemer, He gave them law but Israel failed to stay faithful to God and His laws. And so it 

got to the point where God had to judge the very people He loved so much. Think about it, when Israel entered 

Canaan, the sky was the limit. God had promised them the land and all they had to do was claim it by faith. 

Notice how they started, they were blessed with ‘God’s foresight’. Judges 1:2 says, ‘I have given the land into their 

hands.’ This is said in the future tense, God says He has already given them the land even though the Israelites 

haven’t done a thing yet. 

In other words, God was going before them, preparing the way for certain victory. There was no way they could lose, 

as long as God was behind them, ahead of them, above them and all around them. 

What other way were they blessed? They were blessed with ‘God’s protection’. Judges 1:19 tells us that ‘The LORD 

was with the men of Judah.’ This shows us that God was actively involved in helping Israel conquer the land of 

Canaan. And so, He not only prepared the way, but He also protected them along the way. 

They also had the blessing of ‘God’s power’. Judges 1:4 “When Judah attacked, the LORD gave the Canaanites and 

Perizzites into their hands.” This tells us Who the real power on the battlefield was, it was God, He is the God of all 

power, Ephesians 3:20. 

What other blessing did they have? Well, they had the blessing of ‘God’s promises’. For hundreds of years, beginning 

with Abraham in Genesis 12:1, God had been promising to give the nation of Israel a homeland. And so they were 

blessed beyond their wildest dreams. 

But as we shall see all those blessings were quickly going to be removed from them by God Himself. This new 

generation of Israelites forgot their heritage and denied the very God who made them what they were. And so slowly 

but surely they went down the compromising route. 
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God warned them before they entered the land back in Numbers 33:51-54, that they must destroy the people of 

Canaan but they also had another warning, God would allow their enemies to be thorns in their sides if they don’t 

drive them out, Numbers 33:55-56. Sadly, as we will see, this was to become a harsh reality for Israel, Judges 1:19. 

After some success, Judah ended up facing some Canaanites which they feared but because of that fear they didn’t 

drive them out of the land, Judges 1:27-30. 

The text tells us that there were some Canaanites they didn’t fear and so they forced them to work for them but again 

they didn’t drive them out of the land. They didn’t fear the Canaanites, but they were quite happy to live alongside 

them, but again they didn’t drive them out of the land, Judges 1:32-33. 

Because of their sin, Israel faced the Lord’s judgment and as we will see they were going to have to endure a divine 

sentence from God Himself. However, in spite of their failures, God still sent them men and a woman to lead them 

and to speak to them, Judges 2:16. 

Despite all their sin and their heard heartedness, God still loves them and God is patient with them, giving them every 

chance to set things right. 

AUTHOR 

It’s uncertain who wrote the book but the author is usually assumed to be Samuel. Jewish tradition attributes the 

authorship of the book to Samuel who was a prophet and judge of Israel. 

DATE 

Dating the book is extremely difficult, but it must have been written sometime after the events recorded in the book to 

the time of the reign of King Saul. Some commentators suggest that the prophet wrote it around about 1086-1004 

B.C. 

OVERVIEW 

In Judges 1:1-Judges 3:6, we find that the Israelites have failed to keep their part of the covenant, and they didn’t 

entirely conquer and take control of all the land that they were promised. This problem unfortunately grows wildly 

out of control as time goes on. 

In Judges 3:7-Judges 16, we see God raising up judges to rescue Israel several times. We see this vicious cycle 

appearing, where the Israelites sin, then God rescues them, they worship God for a while and sin starts all over again 

and so forth. 

We also see that these rescues were temporary because we find that the nation’s obedience only lasted as long as the 

life of that particular judge. 

In Judges 17-21, we see Israel sinking into a horrid state of moral demise and ruin. It’s mainly in the tribes of Dan 

and Benjamin that we see just how far man has really turned from the God of Abraham. 
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The tribe of Dan had almost completely given in to the worship of idols made by a man named Micah, even to the 

point that they practically defend it. The entire tribe of Benjamin is almost wiped out, down to 600 men in a violent 

and vicious civil war. 

And it’s during this time we find those sad words ‘in those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw 

fit,’ Judges 21:25. 

THE JUDGES 

There are a few judges mentioned in the book, their names are as follows, Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Barak, 

Gideon, Abimelek, Jair, Tola, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elan, Abdon and Samson. 

Of these, there are six major deliverers in the book, they are Othniel, Ehud, Barak, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson. 

These last four are best known and are mentioned in the book of Hebrews, Hebrews 11:32, the rest we know very 

little about. 

OUTLINE 

General introduction to the period of the judges. Judges 1:1-2:5 

The period of the judges. Judges 2:6-16:31 

General religious characterisation of the period. Judges 2:6-3:6 

List of the Judges. Judges 3:7-16:31 

Othniel of Judah. Judges 3:8-11 

Ehud of Benjamin. Judges 3:12-30 

Shamgar. Judges 3:31 

Deborah of Ephraim and Barak of Naphtali. Judges 4:1-5:31 

Gideon of Manasseh and Abimelek. Judges 6:1-9:57 

Tola of Issachar. Judges 10:1-2 

Jair of Gilead. Judges 10:3-5 

Jephthah of Gilead. Judges 10:6-12:7 

Ibzan of Zebulun. Judges 12:8-10 

Elon of Zebulun. Judges 12:11-12 

Abdon of Ephraim. Judges 12:13-15 
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Samson of Dan. Judges 13:1-16:31 

Double appendix. Judges 17:1-21:25 

The idolatry of Dan. Judges 17:1-18:31 

The crime at Gibeah and its punishment. Judges 19:1-21:25 

CHAPTER 1 

‘After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who of us is to go up first to fight against the 
Canaanites?” The LORD answered, “Judah shall go up; I have given the land into their hands.” The men of Judah 
then said to the Simeonites their fellow Israelites, “Come up with us into the territory allotted to us, to fight against 

the Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into yours.” So the Simeonites went with them. Judges 1:1-3 

ISRAEL FIGHTS THE REMAINING CANAANITES 

God’s leading Israel to have Judah begin the conquest is recorded in these verses. Judah began the task of completing 

the conquest of the land. 

Such work would include the driving out of the Canaanites who had filtered back into the fortified sites which had 

been overthrown in the quick campaign led by Joshua. The men of Judah were closely assisted in this work by the 

men of Simeon who settled among them. 

The events that happen from Judges 1-2:9, all happen during the lifetime of Joshua and so the introductory words to 

the book of Judges are to be understood more as a title and general introduction to the whole book. Judges 1-1-2:5 are 

providing a background to the rest of the book. 

Notice the Israelites ‘asked the Lord’, the same phrase is found in the Book of Joshua, Joshua 18:5 / Joshua 

20:18 / Joshua 20:27-28, and a similar phrase is found in Numbers 27:21. 

Special direction is given to Joshua because he asks of the Lord but how does he ask? It’s possible he consulted the 

Urim and Thummim, 1 Samuel 23:2-4 / 1 Samuel 22:13-15 / 1 Samuel 28:6, it’s also possible he simply prayed. 

The reply comes back that Judah shall go up and Judah is prepared to obey the answer God has given. And having 

gained confidence in God’s reply, Judah asks Simeon to come with him and then he will help Simeon in their 

conquest. 

The tribes of Judah and Simeon were blood brothers, Genesis 29:33-35, and are seen working together in harmony. 

The Inheritance of Simeon is seen to be within the borders of Judah, Joshua 19:1, later Simeon loses their tribal 

identity being absorbed into Judah. 

‘When Judah attacked, the LORD gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and they struck down ten 
thousand men at Bezek. It was there that they found Adoni-Bezek and fought against him, putting to rout the 

Canaanites and Perizzites. Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big 
toes. Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off have picked up scraps under my 

table. Now God has paid me back for what I did to them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there. The 
men of Judah attacked Jerusalem also and took it. They put the city to the sword and set it on fire.’ Judges 1:4-8 



6 

The Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand. Adoni-Bezek, Lord of Bezek was one of the 

tyrants and despots of his day whose past exploits had cast fear into the hearts of his enemies. 

He had boasted of 70 kings who had received the punishment from his own hands that he was now receiving at the 

hands of Judah and Simeon. 

He had watched them try to pick up food from his table and used their humiliation as part of his entertainment. This 

perhaps gives us an insight into the attitude and state of the country that is now about to be conquered. 

The thumbs were cut off so that it would be difficult to hold any weapon and the big toe was cut off to offset a 

person’s balance, making it again difficult for them to fight. 

It may seem to us today that this was a gruesome thing to do, but Adoni-Bezek accepts it as divine retribution. In 

other words, no worse than he deserved. 

When we think about how much time has passed and how much has happened in between, God’s promises 

concerning the Ammonites, Genesis 15:16, and now here in this book the prophecy is about to be fulfilled. 

Jerusalem is where Adoni-Bezek was brought by his followers where he later died, but this city of refuge was not to 

be a refuge very long because the same army that had defeated him, now came upon Jerusalem. 

The army of Benjamin came sweeping up and captured the city but it seems that they did not continue in occupation 

of the city but continued in their fighting elsewhere for it seems that after they passed through others came back and 

occupied at least part of the destroyed city and later we find Benjamites and Jebusites living together in the city. 

Possibly there was confusion between Judah and Benjamin because we see Judah set up its centre much further south 

in Hebron. Remember Hebron was where Abraham and Sarah were buried, Genesis 23:2 / Genesis 25:9, and Isaac 

Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah. David reigned in Hebron 7 years and 6 months before he transferred the seat of power to 

Jerusalem. 

They had captured the mountain areas but left much of the valley. 

‘After that, Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev and the western 
foothills. They advanced against the Canaanites living in Hebron (formerly called Kiriath Arba) and defeated 

Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai. From there they advanced against the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath 
Sepher).’ Judges 1:9-11 

This section includes a review of Caleb’s asking for and receiving Hebron as his special inheritance. Since this area 

was within the midst of the land assigned to the tribe of Judah, it is natural for the conquest to be recounted at this 

point. 

Notice the failure of the tribes to drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem. The site of Jerusalem lay within the 

boundaries of the tribe of Benjamin, but it was on the border of the land assigned to the tribe of Judah. The 

Benjamites themselves are especially held responsible for driving out this branch of Canaanites. 

To the south and west of Jerusalem describes the three major divisions of the southern part of the land. The hill 

country is the mountainous country between Jerusalem and Hebron. 

Hebron was 19 miles south, southwest of Jerusalem associated earlier with Abraham, Genesis 13:18ff. Later with 

David’s reign as the capital of Judah, 2 Samuel 5:5. 

The South, the Negeb is in the semi-arid area between Hebron and Kadesh-Barnea. The Lowlands is the area of 

foothills running north and south between the coastal plain and the central mountain area. 
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Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai three sons of Anak were supposed to be huge men and feared because of their size. 

Debir, the former name means city of books, it probably had one of the great libraries of its time and was a strongly 

defended city. 

‘And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Aksah in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath 
Sepher.”  Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it; so Caleb gave his daughter Aksah to him in 
marriage. One day when she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask her father for a field. When she got off her 

donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can I do for you?” She replied, “Do me a special favour. Since you have given me 
land in the Negev, give me also springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs.’ Judges 1:12-15 

Caleb throws out a challenge, and the reward is the hand of his daughter and so, Othniel takes up the challenge and 

wins the prize. She is a woman with a good head on her shoulders and so, she asks for land and receives a piece but 

she thinks it is too dry so pushes for water and receives the upper and lowers springs. The whole valley was a 

beautiful spot fed by the fresh bubbling springs. 

Notice also that ‘she got off her donkey’. It appears like she wanted Othniel the mighty warrior to ask Caleb for the 

land, but Othniel was hesitant in coming forward, so she makes sure the question is asked. Here is the mighty warrior 

unable to face his father in law. 

‘The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law, the Kenite, went up from the City of Palms with the people of Judah to 
live among the inhabitants of the Desert of Judah in the Negev near Arad. Then the men of Judah went with the 

Simeonites their fellow Israelites and attacked the Canaanites living in Zephath, and they totally destroyed the city. 
Therefore it was called Hormah. Judah also took Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron—each city with its territory.’ Judges 

1:16-18 

The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law are the children of Moses’ Father in Law Jethro, they dwelt as a free Arab 

tribe among the people of the desert, but in close alliance with Israel, Judges 4:11 / 1 Samuel 15:6 / 1 Samuel 

27:10 / 1 Samuel 30:29. 

Judah kept his promise to Simeon to capture cities in his area. Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron were all cities of the 

Philistines, and although they took the cities they did not permanently expel the inhabitants. 

‘The LORD was with the men of Judah. They took possession of the hill country, but they were unable to drive the 
people from the plains, because they had chariots fitted with iron. As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to 

Caleb, who drove from it the three sons of Anak. The Benjamites, however, did not drive out the Jebusites, who were 
living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites.’ Judges 1:19-21 

The chariots of the Canaanites were formidable to the Israelites. Later we are told that Jabin king of Canaan who 

reigned in Hazor, had 900 chariots, and hassled the Israelites continually, later we see these chariot forces play an 

important part in Solomon’s army, 1 King 10:26. 

They gave Hebron to Caleb and it’s here we see history reversed and the triumph of faith. Remember in the second 

year of the Exodus from Egypt the 12 spies were sent out into this same land, and the report came back that the land 

was good and there was great beauty and richness in the land. 

But there were giants in the land and the fortifications were strong and if they tried to capture this place it would be 

the death of the Israelites, and the people went against their leader Moses, and therefore God and suffered the 

consequences of dying in the wilderness. 

Caleb was one of the spies that said, ‘we can take this land’, and here many years later we see him do just that. He 

killed the sons of Anak despite their size, captured their cities despite their fortifications, and he was able to do this 

because he trusted in the promises of God and allowed himself to be used by God. 



8 

The words, ‘to this day the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites’ are almost identical to Joshua 15:63, except there 

we read of the children of Judah. 

Jebus or Jerusalem did not fully come under the control of Israelites until the time of David. They failed to keep their 

focus on the high aim that God had set before them. They were content with partial possession. 

‘Now the tribes of Joseph attacked Bethel, and the LORD was with them. When they sent men to spy out Bethel 
(formerly called Luz), the spies saw a man coming out of the city and they said to him, “Show us how to get into the 
city and we will see that you are treated well.” So he showed them, and they put the city to the sword but spared the 

man and his whole family. He then went to the land of the Hittites, where he built a city and called it Luz, which is its 
name to this day.’ Judges 1:22-26 

The house of Joseph is seen as Ephraim and Manasseh. The men of Ephraim took the city of Bethel by the treachery 

of one of the inhabitants whom they caught outside the city. 

Remember Rahab showed Israel mercy by not alerting the authorities to the spy’s whereabouts and as a result, she 

and her family were spared by Joshua. 

‘But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo and their 
surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that land. When Israel became strong, they 

pressed the Canaanites into forced labour but never drove them out completely. Nor did Ephraim drive out the 
Canaanites living in Gezer, but the Canaanites continued to live there among them. Neither did Zebulun drive out the 
Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol, so these Canaanites lived among them, but Zebulun did subject them to forced 
labour. Nor did Asher drive out those living in Akko or Sidon or Ahlab or Akzib or Helbah or Aphek or Rehob. The 

Asherites lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land because they did not drive them out. Neither did Naphtali 
drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the Naphtalites too lived among the Canaanite inhabitants 

of the land, and those living in Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath became forced laborers for them. The Amorites 
confined the Danites to the hill country, not allowing them to come down into the plain. And the Amorites were 
determined also to hold out in Mount Heres, Aijalon and Shaalbim, but when the power of the tribes of Joseph 

increased, they too were pressed into forced labour. The boundary of the Amorites was from Scorpion Pass to Sela 
and beyond.’ Judges 1:27-36 

At this point, the Israelites are now in overall control because the Canaanites are made to work for them, this would 

mean that they would do all the menial tasks. The Asherites were a minority group dwelling among the Canaanites 

and the Ammorites still held the high pass. 

We must note that Joseph’s tribe were big enough to destroy the Ammorites because they failed in their duty before 

God the Ammorites were strong enough to force Dan to flee to the mountains. Joseph’s selfishness in not carrying out 

his duty caused his brother to stumble. 

Dan also used Joseph’s selfishness as his own excuse for not overcoming the Ammorites. He should have looked to 

God for help, not his brother, his brother may let him down but God would not have. 

The ‘Scorpion Pass’, was beside the cliffs of Petra and it was easy to defend against greater numbers and had to be 

left till later. 

CHAPTER 2 

‘The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the 
land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and you shall not make a 

covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have 
you done this? And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before you; they will become traps for you, and their 
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gods will become snares to you.’” When the angel of the LORD had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the 
people wept aloud, and they called that place Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the LORD.’ Judges 2:1-5 

It appears that the half-hearted attempts to dislodge the Amorites and also the failure to destroy the Canaanites 

completely brought a rebuke from God. He reminds them of the covenant he had with them. and they have broken 

that covenant. 

He reminds them of what he did for them in Egypt and the wilderness, how He has kept faithfully His promises to 

Abraham and the Patriarchs, Exodus 33:1 / Numbers 14:14:23 / Numbers 32:11 / Deuteronomy 1:35 / Deuteronomy 

10:11 / Deuteronomy 31:20-23. 

He had brought them out of Egypt and into the promised land. There was no way that any blame could be attached to 

God in saying that he had let the people down in any way. In every way, God had acted consistently with His justice 

and divine righteous nature. 

He reminds them that the covenant was conditional, that they were not to allow the inhabitants to live or they would 

face the consequences. 

They were quite willing to take the gifts from God but were not willing to keep their obligations towards God. They 

had promised to Love their God to honour and obey their God, keeping His covenants and commandments, 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD AT BOKIM 

Who is the angel of the LORD? He also appeared to Gideon, Judges 6:11-24 and Manoah’s wife, Judges 13:2-25. In 

everyone one of those texts, we find the angel of the Lord speaking in the first person as God and speaking with 

authority. So who is this angel of the Lord? He is none other than God Himself. 

The ‘angel of the Lord’ is what we call a Christophany, that is, an appearance of the Christ. And it shouldn’t surprise 

us that God would reveal Himself in another form, after all, God Himself came in human form in the form of 

Jesus, John 1:1-2 / John 1:14. 

In other words, even though this was Israel’s darkest time in history, God was still very much involved with His 

people. 

Bokim was evidently near Bethel, in the hill country of Ephraim. The exact location of this place is altogether 

unknown today. God had ordered the people to make no treaties with the inhabitants of the land into which they 

came. 

In the days of Moses, He had said ‘you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them and show them no 

mercy, Deuteronomy 7:2. 

Israel had been tricked into making a treaty with the Gibeonites, Joshua 9, and whenever a tribe of Israel was unable 

to drive out the inhabitants living in the land which was assigned to them, they made them tributaries, they made 

some kind of arrangement for these people to live among them and pay tribute to them. 

They were also commanded to throw down the altars of these people. Through Moses, God had commanded the 

Israelites to ‘break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and burn their Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the 

idols of their gods and wipe out their names from those places,’ Deuteronomy 12:3. 

This Israel had failed to do that, in fact, she herself had turned to worship Baalam and Ashtaroth. 

God said that because Israel failed to obey him completely, He would drive out the nations before them. He left the 

nations to be as thorns in their sides. 
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He further stated that, since they had not overthrown their altars, these pagan gods would be a snare to Israel. 

Ultimately, these people in their false worship brought the downfall of Israel. 

The people realised God had spoken the truth about them and as a result, they lifted up their voices and wept. Their 

weeping was of such nature that it gave the name Bokim to the place. 

The word Bokim means ‘weepers’. At that time, they also sacrificed there to the Lord and so, they accepted the 

Lord’s punishment and turned to him for help. 

DISOBEDIENCE AND DEFEAT 

‘After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they went to take possession of the land, each to their own inheritance. The 
people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all 

the great things the LORD had done for Israel. Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a 
hundred and ten. And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, 

north of Mount Gaash.’ Judges 2:6-9 

Joshua had dismissed the Reubenites, Gadites and Manassites from Shiloh when the period of the conquest was 

ended. He allowed them to go back to the land which had been promised to them by Moses, Joshua 22. He then called 

the elders of Israel to him at Shiloh and delivered the charge, Joshua 23. 

Finally, he gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem. He called for the elders of Israel, their heads, their judges, and 

their officers. On that occasion, he delivered his famous challenge and urged them to choose whom they would serve. 

After this thrilling event, it is recorded that ‘Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance’, Joshua 

24:28. This introduction to the book of Judges harks back to that meeting and sets the stage for the situation which 

demanded the raising up of the judges. 

They served God most of all, but also followed pagan superstitions. They had expressly failed to drive out the 

inhabitants of the land and thus failed to serve the Lord completely by obeying his commandment which he had given 

them. 

They had also failed to throw down the altars of the Canaanites into whose land they had come. Generally speaking, 

however, they had served God. 

This merging of both religions continued to plague the people of Israel when the Northern Kingdom was finally 

carried into captivity by the Assyrians. 

The prophet recorded, ‘They would not listen, however, but persisted in their former practices. Even while these 

people were worshiping the LORD, they were serving their idols. To this day their children and grandchildren 

continue to do as their ancestors did.’ 2 Kings 17:40-41. 

What was the exact site of Joshua’s grave? Since the site is evidently lost, we have also lost any identification of the 

tomb of Joshua, although some suggest it is located 12 miles from Lydda. 

‘After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the 
LORD nor what he had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. 

They forsook the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and 
worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They aroused the LORD’s anger because they forsook him and 

served Baal and the Ashtoreths. In his anger against Israel the LORD gave them into the hands of raiders who 
plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 
Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn to 

them. They were in great distress.’ Joshua 2:10-15 
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The younger generation did not know the Lord because they chose not to follow in the footsteps of their fathers. They 

certainly knew who the Lord was, they knew of his wonderful works, but they were like the rebellious sons of Eli 

who despised the Lord’s offerings and lived in a sinful way, 1 Samuel 2:13. 

They had heard how the Lord worked wonders on behalf of Israel, but they chose not to let these lead them to faith in 

Him. 

The Baals and the Asherahs were the various gods and goddesses of the Canaanites, Judges 3:7. The Baals were 

Canaanite gods, including Dagon, Baal Berith, Baal-Zebub and others mentioned specifically. 

Many of their gods were associated with fertility rituals and their worship involved disgusting sexual acts and the 

actual prostitution of their daughters in the Asherahs. 

The Asherahs were basically tall poles set up on hills and people would have intercourse between these poles in an 

effort to convince their gods to bless the crops and the ground with a good harvest, 2 Kings 23:13. 

Moses had specially warned the people against falling away from the Lord. He told them that if they turned their 

backs on Him they would suffer although He held out to the many blessings if they obeyed God. 

Moses also told them how disobedience would bring an equal number of curses, Leviticus 26. He had repeatedly 

warned them in this manner. His last speeches were especially filled with statements about how God would be against 

them if they turned away from Him, Deuteronomy 28. 

The theme of Joshua’s addresses was of similar nature. In his farewell address, he had warned them to be faithful to 

God. He told his people that when they turned their backs on Him, God would be against them, Joshua 23-24. It is an 

everlasting principle that all nations need to learn that God will be against them when they turn away from following 

Him. 

God allowed the enemies of Israel to overcome them, God ‘sold them into the hands of their enemies’. This was 

evidenced as they were no longer able to win victories in the field of battle. 

They were no longer able to overcome the temptations which were presented to them by the surrounding pagan 

nations. Everything Israel had tried to do seemed to fail. 

‘Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet they would not listen to 
their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They quickly turned from the ways of their 

ancestors, who had been obedient to the LORD’s commands. Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he 
was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD 

relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people 
returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping 

them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.’ Judges 2:16-19 

Judges who governed Israel were not men who presided over courts of law, they did not go about attired in long, 

black robes sitting on what we call ‘benches’. They did not pound gavels to demand order in courtrooms. Rather, 

these men were filled with the spirit of God. 

In almost every instance it is stated that the spirit of God came upon these men. Aroused as they were when they 

witnessed the depressed state of their country, they achieved deliverance. They continued in office as defenders of 

religion and avengers of crimes. 

The people, when they saw that God’s Spirit was upon them, received them as God’s men for the hour and they 

submitted to their sway. Such a condition resulted in the land having rest. It is stated, however, that in general, the 

people were still rebellious, ‘they would not listen to their judges.’ 

Conditions continued to deteriorate and the people then asked for a king. The judges ruled over only one or several of 

the tribes, to whom they brought special deliverance. 
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Notice that in each case it is stated that the man judges Israel, not a particular tribe, Judges 12:7 / Judges 7:8 / Judges 

12:11. 

Note that some translations tell us that God ‘repented’, this means that God was grieved in his heart when he saw the 

rebellious ways of the people of Israel. This same kind of statement was made in the days of Noah, Genesis 6:6. 

This doesn’t mean that God had sinned as some understand repentance to imply. He was not repenting in the same 

way in which a man repents of his wickedness. 

This is an anthropomorphic statement, the putting of God’s thoughts and actions in words which describe similar 

thoughts and actions on the part of man. 

God’s repentance is similar to man’s in the sense that it caused him grief, but it is dissimilar inasmuch as God had no 

sin for which to grieve. 

‘Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and said, “Because this nation has violated the covenant I ordained 
for their ancestors and has not listened to me, I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left 
when he died. I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the LORD and walk in it as 
their ancestors did.” The LORD had allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive them out at once by giving 

them into the hands of Joshua.’ Judges 2:20-23 

God decided not to drive out any more of the nations which were left in Israel at the time of the death of Joshua. He 

had been patient with the people. He had given them express commandments to obey and they had failed to keep 

them. 

In a sense, His spirit was no longer striving with them, Genesis 6:3. Israel needed to learn how the king’s business 

demanded haste. They should have fought with zeal to drive out all the Canaanites so that the Promised Land might 

be theirs and theirs alone. 

This punishment, however, was intended to lead the rebellious nation to repentance and to promote its prosperity by a 

true conversion to the Lord. 

Had Israel not forsaken the Lord its God so soon after Joshua’s death, the Lord would have exterminated the 

Canaanites who were left in the land much sooner than He did. 

CHAPTER 3 

“These are the nations the LORD left to test all those Israelites who had not experienced any of the wars in Canaan 
(he did this only to teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous battle experience): the 
five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the Lebanon mountains from 

Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. They were left to test the Israelites to see whether they would obey the 
LORD’s commands, which he had given their ancestors through Moses.” Judges 3:1-4 

In the previous two chapters, we saw that after the death of Joshua, Israel as a nation, slowly but surely went into 

decline. We saw how this was one of the darkest times for the nation of Israel because they failed to drive out the 

Canaanites and ended up compromising with them. This led to them getting involved in idolatry, intermarriage and 

accepting them as neighbours. 

And because Israel refused to walk with the Lord as He commanded them to, God refused to drive out all their 

enemies from the land of Canaan. And so Israel was forced to live alongside the very people they had been sent to 

destroy. 

In these few verses, we’re told the very reason why God left the people in the land. 
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1. God was testing Israel and so He allowed the pagans to live around His people to test them. 

His people were tested to see how they would live whilst being surrounded by wickedness. And His people were 

tested to see if they would keep His commandments or not. Sadly, as we all, know they failed this test. 

2. God also left them there to teach this new generation about spiritual warfare. 

In other words, God wanted them to learn the lessons from the battle that their fathers had known. God wanted them 

to be strong and to know how to fight the enemy when they came around, but sadly they failed that test too. 

And so it wasn’t long until this caused some serious problems among the people of Israel. Israel proved that they 

couldn’t be trusted to stand up against the enemy and they proved that they would rather join the enemy rather than 

fight the enemy. 

And because they failed on both counts, God was going to deliver them from a time of cruel bondage by raising up a 

judge named Othniel, whom we will look at later. 

Let’s remind ourselves of Israel’s condition. 

“The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. They took their 
daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons and served their gods.” Judges 3:5-6 

The writer tells us that Israel’s first great failure was their compromise of God’s Word and God’s will. They lived 

among the enemy, that word ‘lived’ carries with it the idea of settling down. 

And so when Israel arrived in Canaan, despite being commanded to destroy these people without mercy, they’re 

living among them, they have settled down with them. And that didn’t take very long, their former enemies had now 

become their new neighbours. 

Israel was supposed to be separate from the world around them because they were unique among all the peoples of 

the world. They had been chosen, redeemed and set apart to serve the Lord God Almighty, and He expected them to 

remain separate, Deuteronomy 7:6-11. 

But because they didn’t remain separate, they opened the floodgates of sin that would end with them facing a terrible 

punishment from God. 

As God’s holy, special, redeemed people, we too, need to be kept separate from the world, 1 Peter 2:9. When we 

refuse to walk in His ways and honour His Word in our lives, it can open the floodgates of sin that will eventually 

overwhelm us and drown us in its turbulent currents. 

After a while, the people of Israel got so used to living among the Canaanites that they began to intermarry with 

them. 

This again if you remember was expressly forbidden by the Lord, and so this was nothing less than pure disobedience 

on their part, Deuteronomy 7:1-5. 

As they married into the tribes around them, the Israelites began to lose their national identity. The very integrity of 

their families began to break down and they soon lost the very thing that made them unique. Don’t be fooled, when 

we get too close to the world around us, we will soon find ourselves entangled with them in their sins. 

In other words, the company we keep will determine how close we walk to the Lord, 1 Corinthians 15:33. Yes, we 

have to interact with the world so that we can be a light to them and give them the Gospel, but we must keep our 

spiritual distance. 

Notice it didn’t take long for the Israelites to get from living among them to marrying them and then go on to 

worshipping with them. And again they might have been thinking to themselves, ‘well, you marry a Canaanite girl 
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and you just have to understand how they are. They were brought up differently than we were. You have to allow 

them to bring their gods. After all, it’s just part of her culture.’ 

So the children of Israel, who had been redeemed by the blood of the lamb, and who had been delivered from Egypt 

by God’s mighty power. The children of Israel, who had been the beneficiaries of God’s power and work, time and 

time again, found themselves bowing before the idol gods of the Canaanites. 

“The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the 
Asherahs.” Judges 3:7 

The Baals and the Asherahs were the various gods and goddesses of the Canaanites. Many of their gods were 

associated with fertility rituals and their worship involved disgusting sexual acts and the actual prostitution of their 

daughters in the Asherahs. 

The Asherahs were basically tall poles set up on hills and people would have intercourse between these poles in an 

effort to convince their gods to bless the crops and the ground with a good harvest. 

Think about this, what we have here is a group of people who have gone in one generation, from worshipping God 

and fighting evil, to abandoning God and what do they end up doing? They end up sleeping with the enemy. 

And that’s not the worst of it, they took their precious sons and their precious daughters and handed them over to the 

very people they had been commanded to utterly destroy. 

And this stands as a warning for God’s children today, because when we refuse to maintain our distance from the 

world around us. When we continually yoke ourselves to the people and things of the world, when we bow down at 

their altars, we’re sacrificing a generation to the gods of this world. 

Each step they took, led them farther away from God, and each step they took away from Him, led them down a 

pathway toward totally abandoning God and His ways. 

The text says, ‘they forgot the LORD their God’. That word ‘forgot’ doesn’t mean forgotten in terms of memory, it 

means they chose to ignore or they ceased to care for God. The people of Israel reached a place where they simply 

ignored God and ceased to care about Him or what He had to say about anything. 

And that’s a dangerous place to be, especially in light of what the writer says in the next verse. 

“The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of 
Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were subject for eight years.” Judges 3:8 

This is where Israel was spiritually, but that isn’t where God would leave them. In other words, we might deliberately 

continue in sin, but we better believe we won’t get away with it forever. And that’s because there’s always a price to 

pay for disobedience and rebellion against God. 

The word ‘anger’ means God is ‘flaring through His nostrils’ and the word, ‘burned’ means God is ‘furious’. But let 

me ask you, who was God angry and furious with? 

It wasn’t the Canaanites, yes, He hated their sin, but they were a lost people. They didn’t have His Law and they 

hadn’t been redeemed, separated and commanded to be different. No, His anger was directed at His people and they 

were about to be punished for their sins against God. 

In other words, judgment begins with the household of God, 1 Peter 4:17. And remember when God punishes His 

children, it’s not always to hurt us but to bring us back to where we’re supposed to be, 1 Corinthians 11:32. 
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Notice that God ‘sold’ Israel into the hands of a pagan king. That word ‘sold’ there has the idea of ‘giving up or 

giving over into one’s control or power.’ 

In other words, Israel gave themselves to paganism and God punished them by giving them what they wanted. They 

didn’t want to follow God’s rule, so He allowed them to be ruled by a harsh, pagan king. 

The name of this king is interesting, the name ‘Cushan-Rishathaim’ means “Double Wicked Cushan”, literally it 

means ‘Double wickedness’. 

In other words, Israel is about to reap what they had sowed. They wanted paganism, they wanted their sin, they 

wanted their false gods and God gave them everything they asked for and more. 

Because some people refuse to acknowledge God and His ways, God allows them to live the kind of life they want 

but they have to suffer the consequences of that lifestyle, Romans 1:24 / Romans 1:26. 

The very things that we think are so important to us can actually become the very things which can destroy us 

spiritually and they can become ‘double wicked’ to us, Galatians 6:7-8. 

Now, look at how long God was going to leave them in slavery. God sold them into slavery and left them there for 

‘eight years’. In other words, God allowed them to experience the full measure of what their sin cost them. 

When they dwelt among the Canaanites, married their sons and daughters and bowed down to their gods, they never 

thought it would come to this, but it did. And so they had to pay the terrible price for their sins. 

That’s the bad news for Israel, but there’s good news to come as we read on. 

OTHNIEL 

“But when they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother, who saved them. The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. 

The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the land had 
peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.” Judges 3:9-11 

When Israel came to their senses, they called on God and He heard them. When they turned back to God in their 

hearts, He reached out to them in deliverance. 

He raised up their first judge, a man by the name of Othniel whom the writer calls ‘a deliverer’ which basically 

means ‘a saviour’, and as we shall see in a moment that’s exactly what Othniel was. 

Now, what do we know about this first judge named Othniel? We know he’s ‘Caleb’s younger brother’ and we also 

know that he’s the son of ‘Kenaz’. However, we’re told in Numbers 13:6 that Caleb’s father was a man named 

‘Jephunneh.’ 

This isn’t a contradiction, Kenaz was Caleb’s brother, and Othniel was Kenaz’s son. That would make have made 

Othniel, Caleb’s nephew. And, if Kenaz was dead, Othniel would have been elevated to a place of leadership in the 

family. And so, Othniel would have been recognized as Caleb’s brother. 

But what else do we know about Othniel? Othniel must have been a courageous and brave man, as he defeated a 

Canaanite city to win Caleb’s daughter as his wife, Judges 1:12-13. 

And so, Othniel was a man of great courage, with strong ties to a former generation of leaders in Israel. He was an 

older man, some believe around the age of 75 but he was battle-tested and he was available and God chose him. 
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This is a reminder that God can use anyone, regardless of our past, regardless of who we are, regardless of our 

strengths or weaknesses. If are willing to allow God to use us, then He can use us for His glory, but we must be 

willing to make ourselves available to Him. Othniel did that and the Lord used him in a mighty way and He’ll do the 

same with you if you would only allow Him to. 

We really need to stop focusing on the things we can’t do for God and allow God to help us focus on the things we 

can do for Him. And we do that by allowing the Holy Spirit to work in and through us. 

Othniel didn’t possess the power to deliver Israel within himself, but, when the Spirit of God took control of his life, 

God was able to use him in great ways. Othniel didn’t really deliver Israel, God delivered Israel through Othniel. 

The truth is, when we’re left to ourselves, we’re incapable of serving God as He deserves to be served. The only way 

we will ever be useful and usable by the Lord is when we’re controlled by the Spirit of God like Othniel was. 

Paul clearly tells us how important it is to allow the Holy Spirit to direct our lives, Galatians 5:16-25. And so just like 

Othniel, the Spirit of God will enable us to stand against the enemies around us. The Spirit of God will make us 

powerful for the glory of the Lord. 

The Spirit of God will use us in ways that we can hardly imagine, but we must be willing to allow Him to do that. 

And when we finally do that, we will be more open to His power in and over our lives. 

God can take what most people would call an old boring man, who more or less has five verses written about him and 

do great things through him. And he can do the same with each and every one of us if only we would allow Him to. 

Look what Othniel achieved because he allowed God, through the Spirit to use Him. Do you know the meaning of 

Othniel’s name? It means God’s strength, God’s lion. 

And so God enabled Othniel to defeat old ‘Double wickedness’. God allowed Othniel to deliver Israel from the 

bondage of that pagan king. And God empowered Othniel to judge the nation of Israel for the rest of his life, some 40 

years. 

In other words, God gave Othniel victory in his life because Othniel gave himself to the Lord first. We must learn to 

submit to the Lord like Othniel did and allow the Lord through His Spirit to lead us, control us and He will use us for 

His glory. 

As Ehud’s story is introduced, we see that Israel’s evil-doing led to an enemy taking control. 

‘Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and because they did this evil the LORD gave Eglon king of 
Moab power over Israel. Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and attacked Israel, and 
they took possession of the City of Palms. The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years.’ 

Judges 3:12-14 

Eglon, king of Moab, was allowed to overpower and occupy the Jewish nation for 18 years, demanding a percentage 

of Israel’s gross national product. Moab, situated east of the Dead Sea, became the ‘rod of God’s anger’ to punish His 

people for their unfaithfulness to His covenant. 

Eglon crossed the Jordon and took the ‘City of Palms’, but he did this to his own downfall. The ‘city of Psalms’ is 

also called by another name and that name is Jericho. 

Now we might be thinking, what’s so important about that? Remember after Joshua took Jericho, remember what he 

said? Joshua uttered a curse upon anyone who might dare rebuild Jericho, which Eglon carelessly disregarded to his 

own peril, Joshua 6:26. 



17 

Eglon’s name means a ‘bullock’ which is appropriate, considering his size and demise! And so after 18 years of being 

in subjection to Eglon, once again, Israel cried out to God, and an unlikely man named, Ehud became their deliverer. 

EHUD 

“Ehud, a left-handed man, the son of Gera the Benjamite. The Israelites sent him with tribute to Eglon king of Moab. 
Now Ehud had made a double-edged sword about a cubit long, which he strapped to his right thigh under his 

clothing. ‘He presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who was a very fat man.’ Judges 3:15-17 

Notice again what some may view as a handicap, God takes and uses for His purpose. Ehud came from the tribe of 

Benjamin and his right hand was withered or deformed. We know that because the original text literally reads, ‘a man 

restricted in his right hand’. 

Because his right hand was deformed, that would mark him out as a non-warrior, and one who could be safely left 

alone with the king. And remember that left-handedness in ancient times was considered peculiar and unnatural. 

Without being left-handed, Ehud would have never been able to smuggle his dagger into Eglon’s palace. The guards 

would have assumed that he was right-handed, so they only checked his left side for weapons. 

According to scholars, Ehud’s sword was closer to a foot in length, not as the NIV translates, ‘a cubit long which is a 

foot and a half’. Ehud likely fashioned the blade appropriate to the size of Eglon, who is described as a ‘very fat 

man’, yet the blade was small enough to conceal. 

It was probably more like a dagger or stiletto and the reason it was a double-edged sword was to ensure the fatality of 

a quick thrust. 

He then hid it in his flowing garments, giving the appearance of one unarmed. And so the Israelites sent Ehud with a 

tribute to Eglon, providing him with the opportunity for a daring, risky plot. 

Now the king may have been thinking to himself, ‘it’s about time these Jews respected my office!’ But he didn’t 

suspect a thing and that’s because it was customary to make a lavish ceremony out of presenting gifts to monarchs, 

appealing to their vanity. 

The word ‘tribute’ is an expression typically used for offering a sacrifice. And so Ehud came presenting an offering 

to Eglon, but the king unknowingly was the real offering. In a sense, he was the ‘fatted calf’, and he had fattened 

himself on the tribute he was taking from the Jews. 

“After Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on their way those who had carried it. But on reaching the stone images 
near Gilgal he himself went back to Eglon and said, “Your Majesty, I have a secret message for you.” The king said 
to his attendants, “Leave us!” And they all left. Ehud then approached him while he was sitting alone in the upper 

room of his palace and said, “I have a message from God for you.” Judges 3:18-20 

Ehud sent the tribute-bearers away, giving greater plausibility to his claim that he had a ‘secret message’ for Eglon’s 

ears only. The king may have perceived this as an oracle from the gods since we’re told that Ehud was standing near 

the idols when he made his disclosure. 

The timing was perfect, and Ehud used the king’s pagan superstition and vanity to entice and ensnare him. Eglon was 

flattered by Ehud’s willingness to share this confidential information and so he ordered everyone to depart, oblivious 

to the danger. His gullible pride dictated that he alone should receive this privileged message. 
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It’s often said that ‘knowledge is power’, and so many people hold their information close to them, not wanting 

others to share the wealth. Well in much the same way, Eglon expected to learn things that would increase his hold on 

the throne. 

This private ‘upper room’ was situated on the roof of the house, with several windows to catch the breeze. And much 

like Ehud’s sword, his words to the king were also a double-edged dagger. 

He gave him a message, not from idols, but from Elohim, the Lord Almighty. Elohim, the omnipotent God, the 

sovereign God. The God who has supreme governing power and exercises control over the destiny of nations. 

‘I have a message from God for you,’ Ehud says. And it’s in those words that we get a glimpse of Ehud’s calling 

from God. He’s acting as God’s servant and he’s defending God’s people against Moab’s oppression. And so the 

king, in his eagerness to hear this message, rises from his seat and then. 

“Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the sword from his right thigh and plunged it into the king’s belly. Even the 
handle sank in after the blade, and his bowels discharged. Ehud did not pull the sword out, and the fat closed in over 
it. Then Ehud went out to the porch; he shut the doors of the upper room behind him and locked them.” Judges 3:21-

23 

I don’t know about you but that’s pretty graphic, isn’t it? Ehud brutally stabbed the king, and the Hebrew text 

indicates that Eglon’s sphincter muscles exploded from the deadly blow and a stench filled the room. 

Ehud wasn’t able to retrieve his weapon, so it stayed inside the king’s stomach but you couldn’t even see the sword 

because the king’s fat covered it. 

And then he quickly locked the door and departed without incident or suspicion. 

‘After he had gone, the servants came and found the doors of the upper room locked. They said, “He must be 
relieving himself in the inner room of the palace.” They waited to the point of embarrassment, but when he did not 
open the doors of the room, they took a key and unlocked them. There they saw their lord fallen to the floor, dead.’ 

Judges 3:24-25 

The text tells us that the king’s servants thought he was relieving himself. Now some commentators believe this 

means he was doing the toilet but others strongly believe he was actually sexually relieving himself. 

But whatever he was doing, after a long while, to their humiliation, the servants gradually plucked up enough nerve 

to unlock the door only to find their king dead. 

‘While they waited, Ehud got away. He passed by the stone images and escaped to Seirah. When he arrived there, he 
blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went down with him from the hills, with him leading 

them. He said to them, “Follow me, for the LORD is about to defeat your enemies, the Moabites!” Judges 3:26-28 

Ehud got away safely, he blew the trumpet and Ehud swiftly rallied his army together. Ehud not only gave credit to 

God, but he also had trust in God, Yahweh is about to defeat the Moabites, he says. 

It’s all very well trusting that God will fight our battles for us, but if we just sit back and do nothing in the process, 

that’s not faith. Faith acts, faith has legs attached and so we need to be actively trying to meet people in order for God 

to open up those doors of opportunity for us to share the message of Jesus with others. 

Ehud knows that it’s God who is going to win the day for the Israelites but the Israelites can’t just sit back and let 

God do it all. They had to do something with their faith, they had to act upon their trust in God. 

“So they followed him down and took possession of the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab; they allowed no one to 
cross over. At that time they struck down about ten thousand Moabites, all vigorous and strong; not one escaped. That 

day Moab was made subject to Israel, and the land had peace for eighty years.” Judges 3:28-30 
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The Israelites acted upon their trust in God and when they did, the Moabite troops ended up just like their king. And 

although they were strong, they’re also described as ‘vigorous’, which is a term that can be translated as ‘fat’. 

And so they too, like Eglon, are ‘struck down’ by the hand of Israel and Israel finally had peace again, for the next 80 

years anyway. 

We sometimes let ourselves be defeated by our limitations, by things no more significant than being left-handed. And 

we think to ourselves, we’re not good enough in certain areas and so they keep us from offering God our service. But 

if we learn anything from Ehud, surely we can learn that it’s not about our abilities, it’s about God’s ability to use us. 

Yes, we should recognise our weaknesses, but those weaknesses are the very things we should be turning over to 

God, 2 Corinthians 12:10. 

Thankfully God doesn’t ask us today to go out and kill some kings but God does tell us that we are involved in 

spiritual warfare, Ephesians 6:12. And we have to arm ourselves with God’s word, which according to Hebrews 

4:12 is ‘alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword’. 

Ehud’s account is very graphic and very bloody, but we need to understand that Ehud’s actions saved Israel from 

cruel enemy oppression. And in a very real similar way, a very bloody sacrifice upon a Roman cross ensured our 

eternal salvation. 

When you read the accounts of Jesus’ death, they’re not pleasing to read but yet He had to go through all of that in 

order for us to have forgiveness. Israel trusted a left-handed saviour, and we trust a Saviour whose hands are scarred 

by nails. 

Let’s go ahead and read the account of Shamgar, it won’t take very long, as it’s only one verse. 

SHAMGAR 

“After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who struck down six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad. He too saved 
Israel.” Judges 3:31 

We all should know by now, that just because we only have one verse concerning Shamgar doesn’t mean we can’t 

learn a lot from him. 

There’s a lot of speculation concerning his name, for example, the name ‘Shamgar’ means either ‘sword’ or 

‘cupbearer’. But that doesn’t really give us any problems because both meanings fit well with his character. 

If his name means ‘sword’ then he certainly was like a sword in the hand of God, as God used him to destroy the 

enemies of Israel. If his name means ‘cupbearer’, then he certainly was like a cupbearer who brought the cup of 

God’s wrath to those whom God would judge. 

But he’s also called ‘the son of Anath’ but who is ‘Anath’? Anath was the Canaanite goddess of war, and so Anath 

may well be Shamgar’s nickname. It’s also possible that he was called ‘the warrior’. 

This name could also mean that he was from the town of ‘Beth-Anath’, which was located in northeast Israel on land 

belonging to the tribe of Naphtali. And lastly, of course, it could simply mean that his father’s name was Anath. 

And so there’s a lot of speculation concerning his name but one thing we don’t need to speculate on is his occupation. 

One thing we know for sure about Shamgar was that he was a farmer and we know that because he obviously carried 

and fought with an ‘oxgoad’. 
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An oxgoad was not a weapon, it was an agricultural tool, it was a pole some 8 to 10 feet in length and about 2 inches 

in diameter. One end was tipped by a long iron point, this end was used to encourage the oxen he was driving to 

move. 

Oxen might not respond to voice commands or the pulling of the reins, but they would respond to the sharp point of 

the oxgoad. The other end of this tool was shaped like a spade, it was a metal blade used to clean wet clay, roots and 

other impediments off plough points. 

Another thing we know about Shamgar has to do with the time in which he lived. Don’t underestimate what he did, it 

was a very difficult time for the people of Israel. 

In Judges 4-5 which we will look at next time, we see that the nation of Israel was being oppressed by Jabin, the king 

of Canaan. Jabin was a powerful enemy, who possessed 900 iron chariots, and so his army seemed totally 

unbeatable, Judges 4:3. 

It was a time when the people of Israel were filled with fear, Judges 5:6-7. The Israelites were living in fear, they 

were afraid to travel the highways because of their oppressors and they were afraid to live in their homes because of 

those who invaded and attacked them. 

The Israelites were being oppressed by the Canaanites under King Jabin and his powerful army. Jabin disarmed the 

Israelites and made them militarily weak and so they weren’t in a position to defend themselves. And this provided an 

opportunity for the Philistines, who were a warlike people who lived near the Mediterranean Sea, to take advantage 

of the situation. 

They would invade Israel and capture them as slaves, steal crops and destroy villages. And we can only imagine what 

it would have been like to live during these days. 

When the Philistines came, most of the people in Israel would flee in terror because they wanted to avoid death or 

being captured. But Shamgar, he didn’t flee, he didn’t run away, he wasn’t afraid. When the Philistines came, he 

stood his ground and he fought, remember he didn’t have any weapons of war, but he did have his oxgoad. Do you 

understand what he did? 

Shamgar took what he had and he used it to secure victory for his people and safety for his family. 

The text tells us, that over the course of his life, he killed 600 of the Philistine raiders. Using that heavy oxgoad to kill 

600 men would have been an amazing physical feat, which tells us he must have been a man who was in top-notch, 

physical condition, but his power wasn’t just physical, his power was also spiritual. 

Shamgar was a man empowered by God for this task and there can be no doubt that the Spirit of God enabled 

Shamgar to stand and fight as he did. Shamgar stood his ground and fought while others ran away because Shamgar 

knew that some things are worth fighting for. 

And what was he fighting for? He was fighting for his home, his family, his freedom and his land. But more 

importantly, he was fighting for the right to worship his God. 

Notice that Shamgar ‘delivered or saved Israel’, depending on your translation. His courage freed the people around 

him and allowed them to live in freedom and liberty. In other words, he made a difference in the lives of those he 

fought for. Shamgar fought from where he was and he didn’t give in to fear. 

Shamgar fought with what he had and Shamgar left the results to God, every time he fought he put his life on the line, 

he trusted God with his life. 
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And finally, Shamgar enjoyed victory, every time he fought, Shamgar walked off the battlefield as the victor, 2 

Timothy 4:7-8. 

CHAPTER 4 

“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, now that Ehud was dead.” Judges 4:1 

After Ehud passed from the scene, Israel continued to do what was right in their own eyes which is the cycle that 

Israel will follow for the next few years. 

In other words, when there’s a judge on the scene, the Israelites repent, God delivers them from their enemies and 

they turn back to God. Everything is fine for a few years and then they get involved in idolatry again and the cycle 

starts all over again. 

When there are no absolutes by which to govern society, people make up their own rules. Israel had God’s Law, but 

they chose to ignore it, they choose to worship other gods and as a result, they ended up in a cycle of war with the 

other nations around them, Judges 5:8. 

This was no accident, by abandoning the Source of their strength, Israel became vulnerable to attack. Remember God 

didn’t desert them, they left God. 

He won’t force us to love Him and stay with Him, it’s our choice to remain faithful or not. The Israelites chose to 

leave God and as a result, everyone did whatever they thought was right in their own eyes. 

Notice the ISV translation of this verse. 

‘After Ehud had died, while the Lord was watching, the Israelis made the evil they had been practising even worse.’ 
Judges 4:1 

And isn’t that still true today, many Christians chose to leave the Lord and when we meet them again months later, in 

most cases we will soon discover they’re even more immersed in sin than they were before they became Christians. 

And so Israel once again are in a mess because they left the Lord and His ways and once again the Lord has to punish 

His children. 

“So the LORD sold them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his 
army, was based in Harosheth Haggoyim. Because he had nine hundred chariots fitted with iron and had cruelly 

oppressed the Israelites for twenty years.” Judges 4:2-3 

Jabin formed an alliance of Canaanites to wage a prolonged, bloody conflict against Israel. And his objective was to 

destroy Israel’s army and drive them out of the Promised Land. And so to do this, he ordered his general, Sisera to 

assemble a massive army. 

But this was no ordinary army, this was the mother of all armies, an army which was far superior to Israel’s army. 

Sisera’s armed forces were equipped with over 900 iron chariots, which would have been an awesome fighting 

machine. 

Israel were hopelessly out-positioned, intimidated, and miserably lacking in numbers and resources. What a terrifying 

sight this must have been for Israel and we can only imagine the noise of those chariots when they were on the move. 

We’ve all heard the saying, ‘desperate times cause for desperate measures’, well, this is one of those times for Israel. 

And just like the prodigal son, Luke 15:17, it took a desperate time for Israel to come to their senses. 
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The text says, ‘they cried to the LORD for help.’ That word ‘cried’ literally means they cried out with shouts of 

shrieks, they screamed out to God for help. But it took an army with over 900 chariots to bring them to their senses. 

There have been times in my Christian life when I get a little bit too self-sufficient. There are times when I think I 

don’t need to pray or study God’s word as much because life is good and everything is going great. 

But then suddenly, out of nowhere comes an army, oh it’s not a physical army with 900 chariots. But a spiritual, evil 

army and they come, maybe only sending one representative to steal my joy in Christ and to take away my 

effectiveness as a witness for Christ. 

And what is this army called? They’re called, guilt and shame, they’re called temptation and sin, they’re called stress 

and worry, work and hobbies. 

And because I’ve spent more time in the world and less time in Christ, I’m an easy target. And it’s then, after 

wondering what on earth is happening in my life, that I cry out to God for help again because I realised that I’m 

neglecting my God. 

And so the Israelites scream out to God for help and their deliverance came in an unexpected way. 

DEBORAH 

“Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. She held court under the Palm of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to her to have their 

disputes decided. She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The LORD, the God 
of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount 

Tabor.” Judges 4:4-6 

Here we are introduced to Deborah. Judges 4-5 tell a story in two very distinct and different ways. Judges 4 gives a 

conventional historical account, while Judges 5 re-tells the story in poetic form. 

The prophetess Deborah was chosen to lead Israel and she humbly describes herself as ‘a mother in Israel’, Judges 

5:7. Her name means ‘honeybee’ which may sound very cute, but she was used by God to deliver a fatal sting to the 

armies of Sisera as we shall see later. 

She is the wife of Lappidoth which means firebrands lamps or flames. She was an Ephraimite woman and like 

Miriam, Exodus 15:20, and Huldah, 2 Kings 22:14, she rose to a position of leadership and respect among the people 

of Israel. 

Her judging was done in the hill country of Ephraim over all of Israel. Notice that her influence was felt in all of 

Israel because the statement is made that ‘Israelites’ came up to her for judgement and because of the fact of her 

calling Barak who was a resident of the tribe of Naphtali, the northernmost of Israel’s tribe. 

They recognised that the Spirit of God was upon her and that as a prophetess she was able to help them know the will 

of God for their lives. 

Her ‘court’ was a palm tree which stood between Ramath and Bethel, little more than 10 miles north of Jerusalem. 

She has her tent set up under a palm tree which had become well known for people to go to her for advice, she was 

able to judge in civil arguments. 

Women in Bible times normally occupied a subordinate role, but on occasions, they rose to prominence and Deborah 

is one of those women, which begs the question, what are all the men doing during this time? God chose Deborah 

obviously because she feared God more than she feared Jabin and his army. 
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She takes the initiative by sending for Barak and installing him as her commanding general. Barak is then charged to 

lead an army of 10,000 soldiers garrisoned at Mount Tabor. Barak’s name means ‘lightning’, which is an appropriate 

name for a warrior. 

“I will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him 
into your hands. Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go. Certainly I 

will go with you”. Judges 4:7-9 

Deborah assures Barak that she will lead the troops and she will give the enemy into his hands. What faith! What an 

incredible woman this is, she believed what God had been telling the Israelites even before they entered the Promised 

Land. She believed it was already a done deal, she feared man so little because she feared God so much, Proverbs 

31:30. 

Deborah trusts God and is up to the task, but Barak the lightning warrior man, but notice his reaction to all this. Wait 

a minute Barak, God through Deborah has just told you you’re going to win this battle, so why are you hesitating? 

Are you still scared? Why are you hesitating Barak? What is it going to take for you to go? 

And Barak says, ‘I want God’s assurance that He is going to be with me’. In other words, he wants Deborah to go 

with Him because she represents God and so Deborah says to him that she will go. 

To assure God’s presence and blessing, he insists that Deborah accompanies the army into battle but because of his 

lack of faith, his chance of becoming a hero for Israel was taken away from him. 

We shouldn’t be too hard on Barak here because we all face troubling times in our lives. And it’s usually during those 

troubling times when our faith can easily falter and we forget that when God calls us to do something, He also 

provides the means for us to be able to do whatever He asks us to do. 

Barak felt inadequate, yet he recognized that the Spirit of the Lord was with Deborah. In other words, he needed her 

faith in God’s unseen power. I know we can only stand on our own faith but there’s strength to be found in the faith 

of others, Proverbs 27:17. 

Barak hesitated and sometimes we hesitate and waste time looking for tangible evidence that God’s going to help us 

before we face our difficulties. We want God to show up before we take that first step in faith. But the Bible clearly 

tells us that we should step out in faith first and then watch God do what He promised. 

There was a time when God told Joshua that He was going to stop the River Jordan in its tracks and then Joshua told 

the Israelites what God said He was going to do. Now they had to put their faith into action, they didn’t say, ‘OK 

God, now we’re close to the river, we want you to stop it flowing now’. 

But faith doesn’t work that way, the text tells us that the water stopped flowing when their feet touched the water’s 

edge, Joshua 3:15-16. In other words, God says, ‘you take that first step out in faith and leave the rest up to Me’. 

The Lord’s battles are always won through faith and we need to understand that God controls the outcome. Barak 

forgot and needed reminding from someone who had greater faith than he had. 

And also in Barak’s defence, he gets some credit for recognizing his inadequacy and need for divine intervention 

because he’s mentioned in the hall of faith, Hebrews 11:32. 

And so Deborah agrees to Barak’s condition but issues a prophetic condition of her own. 

“Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course you are taking, the honour will not be yours, 
for the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” Judges 4:9 
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The text says that the honour will go to a woman, instead of Barak. Although Deborah is credited with Israel’s 

victory, it’s another woman, who actually kills general Sisera, Judges 4:17-21. That other woman is called 

Jael, Judges 5:24-27. 

And so Barak now pays the price for his reluctance to do God’s will, he will be the victor, but he will certainly lose 

face. Barak’s faith was weak, yet he at least realised his need for God’s favour. Deborah was recognized as a leader 

in touch with God, but maybe to some, she was just some sort of good luck charm. 

Deborah’s presence made a positive impact on the morale of the outnumbered and under-equipped Israelite 

army.  She probably didn’t carry a sword, but she was the guiding force of the battle. The people trusted her because 

she spoke with courage and authority. 

Her willingness to accompany Barak into battle shows bravery in the presence of great danger. And so with that kind 

of motivation behind him, Barak rose to the occasion. 

We need godly women who can push, inspire and motivate the rest of us just like Deborah did. We need godly 

women to remind us of all the wonderful things that God has done and will continue to do in the future for His 

people. 

Let’s be realistic here, Israel had a very slim chance of defending themselves against the Canaanite weaponry and if 

we ever get to the point when we think we can start trusting in our wealth, our possessions, or even on our strength, 

then we can be sure that our outcome will be the same as the Canaanites, we will fall. 

The Canaanites trusted in their chariots but God’s people didn’t, their trust was in God, Psalm 20:7. 

“There Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten thousand men went up under his command. Deborah also 
went up with him. Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, the descendants of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-

law, and pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh. When they told Sisera that Barak son of 
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera summoned from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River all his men 
and his nine hundred chariots fitted with iron. Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the LORD has given 
Sisera into your hands. Has not the LORD gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand 

men following him. At Barak’s advance, the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, and 
Sisera got down from his chariot and fled on foot. Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth 

Haggoyim, and all Sisera’s troops fell by the sword; not a man was left.” Judges 4:10-16 

Sisera was the captain of the Canaanite army under Jabin, king of Hazor and he had 900 chariots of iron under his 

command. This superior equipment for warfare struck terror into the hearts of the warriors of Israel since most of 

them were without any particular military training and largely without military equipment. 

Heber was one of the Kenites, the descendants of Habab, Moses’ father-in-law. They had come to Canaan with Israel 

and had settled first in Judah, whence some evidently migrated north. 

Heber had left the main body of his people and had travelled quite a distance to take up his residence at Zaanannim, a 

town near Kadesh. Kadesh was a city of refuge, but there is no indication that Heber had fled for refuge to this point. 

His home was near the home of Barak, and he was sympathetic with the cause of the Israelites as they fought against 

Jabin. The text says he is Heber the Kenite, the Kenites had settled in the wilderness of Judah South of Arad in the 

time of Joshua, Judges 1:16. 

But Heber with a portion of his tribe had migrated later to Naphtali’s territory, possibly at the time of Philistine’s 

oppression when Shamgar was raised up, Judges 3:31. 

He brought his army south to Mount Tabor and joins the battle with Sisera on the banks of the Kishon river, by the 

waters Northwest of Megiddo. This was a level plain and would be good for Sisera to bring all his chariots into play. 
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Notice that God intervened, overwhelming the charioteers, how exactly did He intervene? Basically, God intervened 

by making the heavens shake and the clouds poured down a torrent of water, and the river Kishon swept away those 

Canaanite soldiers, Judges 5:20-21. 

Not one verse of Deborah’s song talks about the efforts of the Israelite army. God is given full credit for defeating a 

technologically-superior force. And so after divine intervention on the battlefield, the Israelite army then promptly 

exploited the situation. 

Sisera’s soldiers, unable to manoeuvre, were killed by the swordsmen of Israel. Sisera escaped, only to be brutally 

killed by a nomadic woman named Jael, whom we looked at earlier. Basically, Sisera looked for refuge from the 

wrong person. 

God is the place of refuge, God is the Christian’s refuge, and He is our deliverer, our rock, our shield and our 

salvation, Psalm 18:1-2. 

“Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there was an alliance 
between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite.” Judges 4:17 

Jael was a member of a tribe with strong ties to Israel and the offering of hospitality in a nomad’s tent was 

traditionally a guarantee of protection. Not only that, but her pursuers also wouldn’t look in a woman’s tent for a 

man, because that would be a breach of Middle Eastern custom. 

So Sisera was lulled into a false sense of security by Jael’s disarming and treacherous ‘generosity’. Sisera’s death was 

strikingly savage and gruesome, as we’re about to read. 

“Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So he entered her 
tent, and she covered him with a blanket. “I’m thirsty,” he said. “Please give me some water.” She opened a skin of 
milk, gave him a drink, and covered him up. “Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he told her. “If someone comes by 
and asks you, ‘Is anyone in there?’ say ‘No.’” But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went 

quietly to him while he lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the ground, and he 
died.” Judges 4:18-21 

Having already fed him the milk and curds she decides he needs a dessert, and for dessert, while he is sleeping she 

has a permanent cure for his exhaustion she drives a tent peg through his skull. 

That’s pretty gruesome as we read that Jael drove a tent peg through the sleeping general’s head. Sisera dies, and the 

victory is complete, his army is in tatters, fleeing for their lives and Jael has Sisera well pinned down. 

Remember that Bedouin women were responsible for pitching the tents, so she would have had lots of practice using 

a mallet but look at what happened after she kills Sisera. 

Since the Canaanites were in possession of chariots of iron, Jael would undoubtedly have had possession of a nail of 

iron. Some feel that a wooden tent peg was used. In any case, it was large in size because not only was she able to 

drive it through Sisera’s head, but into the ground beneath his head. 

“Just then Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael went out to meet him. “Come,” she said, “I will show you the 
man you’re looking for.” So he went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the tent peg through his temple—dead. On 

that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan before the Israelites. And the hand of the Israelites pressed harder and 
harder against Jabin king of Canaan until they destroyed him.” Judges 4:22-24 

Just before she killed Sisera, in verse 20, Sisera tells Jael to stand guard at the entrance of her tent and told to lie 

should someone ask who’s inside. That someone who comes to the tent is Barak, and he’s in pursuit of Sisera, 

exhausted by the battle. 
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Barak wanted the honour of capturing Sisera but he learns to his dismay that Sisera is already dead, thanks to Jael and 

her nail. In other words, what Deborah prophesied to Barak back in Judges 4:9 came true. 

Let’s look at Sisera’s mother for a moment because as the saying goes, the fruit never falls far from the tree. In her 

song, Deborah describes Sisera’s mother as tactlessly gloating about her son’s army raping and pillaging the helpless 

Jews, Judges 5:28-30. 

But now Sisera will no longer be able to molest a single woman, because in a humiliating fashion a woman ended his 

treachery. In other words, he reaped what he sowed, Galatians 6:7-8. 

Jabin and Sisera likely laughed at the notion of a woman leading Israel but Deborah shows us what can be 

accomplished when we rely on God to fight our battles, 1 Samuel 17:47. 

CHAPTER 5 

‘On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: “When the princes in Israel take the lead, when the 
people willingly offer themselves—praise the LORD! “Hear this, you kings! Listen, you rulers! I, even I, will sing to 

the LORD; I will praise the LORD, the God of Israel, in song. “When you, LORD, went out from Seir, when you 
marched from the land of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens poured, the clouds poured down water. The mountains 

quaked before the LORD, the One of Sinai, before the LORD, the God of Israel.’ Judges 5:1-5 

THE SONG OF DEBORAH 

In the previous chapter, we saw how Deborah and Barak delivered Israel from the oppression of Sisera and his 

Canaanite coalition. Remember that Judges 4 gives a conventional historical account, while Judges 5 re-tells the story 

in poetic form. 

Instead of going through every verse, we’ll simply highlight a few thoughts as we go along. 

Notice from these verses that ‘when the princes in Israel take the lead when the people willingly offer themselves’, 

then, when God gives them the victory, the result will always end with praising God. 

As God’s children, if we want to enjoy any victory in our lives, then we must fully offer ourselves to the Lord 

first, Ephesians 6:7-8 / 2 Corinthians 8:5. 

‘In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were abandoned; travellers took to winding 
paths. Villagers in Israel would not fight; they held back until I, Deborah, arose, until I arose, a mother in Israel. God 

chose new leaders when war came to the city gates, but not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand in 
Israel.  My heart is with Israel’s princes, with the willing volunteers among the people. Praise the LORD! “You who 
ride on white donkeys, sitting on your saddle blankets, and you who walk along the road, consider the voice of the 

singers at the watering places. They recite the victories of the LORD, the victories of his villagers in Israel. “Then the 
people of the LORD went down to the city gates.’ Judges 5:6-11 

These verses deal with the vents during the days of Shamgar, Judges 3:31, and Jael, Judges 4:16-22. These verses 

also give us a glimpse into what life was like during the days of Shamgar and Jael. 

It appears that it was too dangerous to travel on the main roads because of the many thieves and robbers and it also 

appears that no one could really live in a village of any kind because it was unsafe, hence why the people lived in 

cities with walls around them. 
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We also read here of how Deborah was ‘a mother in Israel’. As a mother, she was deeply concerned about saving 

Israel, and her children. 

She was a woman who knew how to multitask, she had responsibilities at home, Judges 4:4, and as a prophetess, she 

also spoke to the people on behalf of God and praise God for the people. She was also the one who encouraged others 

to trust in God, Judges 4:8-9. 

Notice again that ‘Israel’s princes, with the willing volunteers among the people, praised the Lord’. It appears that 

when the princess were willing to offer themselves to the Lord, this encouraged others to do the same, Luke 16:13 / 1 

Thessalonians 5:11. 

‘Wake up, wake up, Deborah! Wake up, wake up, break out in song! Arise, Barak! Take captive your captives, son of 
Abinoam.’ “The remnant of the nobles came down; the people of the LORD came down to me against the mighty. 
Some came from Ephraim, whose roots were in Amalek; Benjamin was with the people who followed you. From 
Makir captains came down, from Zebulun those who bear a commander’s staff. The princes of Issachar were with 

Deborah; yes, Issachar was with Barak, sent under his command into the valley. In the districts of Reuben there was 
much searching of heart. Why did you stay among the sheep pens to hear the whistling for the flocks? In the districts 
of Reuben there was much searching of heart. Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan. And Dan, why did he linger by the 
ships? Asher remained on the coast and stayed in his coves. The people of Zebulun risked their very lives; so did 

Naphtali on the terraced fields.’ Judges 5:12-18 

Here we read about Deborah and Barak who came together to stand against Sisera and his great army. Here we are 

told that Jabin was sent Sisera to subjugate the regions of Ephraim, Benjamin, Machir, Zebulun and Issachar. 

It appears that Reuben, Dan and Asher were not really concerned about what was going on, never mind going out to 

fight against Jabin and Sisera. They were more concerned about themselves than others. 

‘Kings came, they fought, the kings of Canaan fought. At Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo, they took no plunder 
of silver. From the heavens the stars fought, from their courses they fought against Sisera. The river Kishon swept 

them away, the age-old river, the river Kishon. March on, my soul; be strong! Then thundered the horses’ hooves—
galloping, galloping go his mighty steeds. ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel of the LORD. ‘Curse its people bitterly, 

because they did not come to help the LORD, to help the LORD against the mighty.’ Judges 5:19-23 

Here we have a description of the fall of the Canaanites before the Israelites. Notice that when these kings came, they 

weren’t interested in taking any plunder or silver, this tells us that for Israel, this was all about freedom. 

The battle was fought in the heights of the Carmel range which ran in a south-easterly direction from the 

Mediterranean seacoast. Two very important heights are mentioned here, Taanach and Megiddo. 

Notice that God intervened by sweeping them away using the River Kishon, Judges 4:10-16 / Jeremiah 51:33. It 

appears that the chariots couldn’t move forward or backwards because they were stuck in the mud. It’s possible that 

the riders of those chariots left them behind and as a result, their horses died in the flood. 

The words, ‘curse Meroz’, simply means it’s sinful to fail to come to the rescue of those we can help. The people who 

lived in the community of Meroz were cursed. This is a place in northern Palestine, which is about 7 miles south of 

Kedesh in Naphtali. Kedesh was a city of refuge, Joshua 21:32 / Joshua 20:7. 

Since they were in the very area which lost most by Jabin’s invasion and gained most by Israel’s victory, they were 

singled out for a curse delivered by the angel of the Lord because they did not come into the battle. 

‘Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, most blessed of tent-dwelling women. He asked for 
water, and she gave him milk; in a bowl fit for nobles she brought him curdled milk. Her hand reached for the tent 

peg, her right hand for the workman’s hammer. She struck Sisera, she crushed his head, she shattered and pierced his 
temple. At her feet he sank, he fell; there he lay. At her feet he sank, he fell; where he sank, there he fell—dead.’ 

Judges 5:24-27 
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Here we read about the events of Jael, Judges 4:17-22. It was her who received the honour of killing Sisera with a 

tent peg just as Deborah had prophesied, Judges 4:9. 

‘Through the window peered Sisera’s mother; behind the lattice she cried out, ‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why is the clatter of his chariots delayed?’ The wisest of her ladies answer her; indeed, she keeps saying to herself, 

‘Are they not finding and dividing the spoils: a woman or two for each man, colourful garments as plunder for Sisera, 
colourful garments embroidered, highly embroidered garments for my neck—all this as plunder?’ “So may all your 
enemies perish, LORD! But may all who love you be like the sun when it rises in its strength.” Then the land had 

peace forty years.’ Judges 5:28-31 

Deborah describes Sisera’s mother as tactlessly gloating about her son’s army raping and pillaging the helpless Jews. 

But now Sisera will no longer be able to molest a single woman, because in a humiliating fashion a woman ended his 

treachery, Judges 4:18-21. In other words, he reaped what he sowed, Galatians 6:7-8. 

The writer tells us because God used Deborah in a powerful way, the land had peace for forty years. However, as we 

shall see in the next chapter, this peace would soon come to an end. 

CHAPTER 6 

“The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 
Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, 
caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern 

peoples invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a 
living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like 

swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.” Judges 6:1-5 

In the previous two chapters, we saw how Deborah and Barak delivered Israel from the oppression of Sisera and his 

Canaanite coalition and Judges 5:31 ends by telling us that the Jewish nation and ‘the land had peace forty years.’ 

There’s a saying that we could use for the time period of the Book of Judges which is still very much true today and 

that is, ‘actions have consequences.’ 

In the Book of Judges we see people living lawlessly and doing whatever they like and even today we see the same 

attitude continuing. 

Remember that God appointed judges or deliverers to provide an appearance of order, restraint and accountability. 

These judges time and time again brought Israel back into obedience and fellowship with God after periods of 

rebellion. God tells them through His judges, that He wants them to live one way but they’re determined to live the 

way of the Canaanites. 

And as we read in this chapter, we see from the very first verse that things weren’t going to remain peaceful for very 

long. Once again, during this time of peace, the Israelites were lulled into complacency and lured towards idolatry. 

They abused their standing as a holy nation by turning from God to Baal worship, Proverbs 14:34. 

This time the consequences of Israel’s sin turned out to be severe oppression from the Midianites and Amalekites. 

The text tells us that the enemy’s strategy wasn’t to conquer and occupy the Jewish territory. But it was a military 

strategy of burning or destroying crops or other resources that might be of use to an invading enemy force. 

It’s kind of what happens in the world today when a world leader of a country gets out of line. The United Nations 

step in and put sanctions in place where no one buys anything from that country or sells anything to that country. And 

that brings great economic stress upon the country which is being sanctioned. 
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The Midianites and the Amalekites plundered the Israelite’s harvest and livestock, leaving the land and the people 

desolate. In other words, they wanted to starve the Israelites out of existence. And so, once again God’s people are 

brought to their knees to the point where ‘Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for 

help.’ 

Notice what happens next, God heard their cries but He didn’t deliver them straight away. 

“When the Israelites cried out to the LORD because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the 
LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I rescued you from the hand 
of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you 
their land. I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ 

But you have not listened to me.” Judges 6:7-10 

God didn’t deliver them straight away but what He did do, was send a stern message to His people through an 

unnamed prophet. And this prophet reminds the people of how the Lord brought them out of Egypt, and then he 

stresses that repentance must come before salvation. 

The reason God sent a prophet first is because there’s no mention of the Jews repenting, 1 Corinthians 6:9-

10 / Revelation 21:8. God not only delivered them from Egyptian bondage, but He also delivered them from the 

hands of their oppressors and drove them all out of the land for them. He warned them not to get involved in idolatry 

but they didn’t listen to Him, Exodus 20:3. 

This new generation of Israelites didn’t listen to God and they broke that command again. And Israel is now paying 

the consequences for their sinful behaviour. 

And so after using this unnamed prophet to tell the people to repent, God is going to use another unlikely person to 

deliver His people once again, a man named Gideon. 

As we study Gideon, we find him at first struggling to obey God, it’s not until the next chapter, do we read about him 

finally obeying God. 

GIDEON 

“The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his 
son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. The LORD is with you, mighty 

warrior.” Judges 6:11-12 

The angel of the Lord appears to Gideon the farmer and comes to him while he’s working hard threshing wheat in a 

wine press. Under normal conditions in order to separate the wheat from the chaff, farmers would select an open, 

elevated location where the grain could be pitched up so that the wind could blow away the useless chaff. 

But here we find Gideon cowering, maintaining a low profile, labouring in a secluded place, due to the threat of 

invasion. And it’s while he’s protecting his crop that the angel appears to him. 

Think about what Gideon must have thought to himself when the angel of the LORD spoke to him. We can almost 

hear Gideon thinking to himself, ‘wait a minute, I’m a simple farmer trying to survive here and you’re telling me I’m 

a mighty warrior and God has chosen me to deliver His people from our enemy?’ 

Gideon appears cynical, even rude before the angel of the LORD, and in doing so, reveals his ignorance. And so, he 

goes on to complain and question God. 
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“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all 

his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now 
the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” Judges 6:13 

Basically, he’s asking, why is God letting His people suffer? Remember that Israel had reverted to idolatry and were 

subsequently attacked by their enemies. Yes, God did wonderous things when He brought them out of Egypt. But 

what did Israel expect? 

What did Gideon expect God to say, ‘it was OK to worship other gods’? Did the Israelites expect God to say, ‘you’ve 

all left Me and My ways but that’s OK’? 

When we run after the same goals as non-believers, we shouldn’t be surprised when trials come and God doesn’t 

intervene or answer our prayers as we might expect. We need to listen to God because if we don’t, then He simply 

won’t listen to us, Isaiah 59:1-2. 

And so with a tremendous lack of faith or ignorance, Gideon blames God for the consequences of Israel’s sin. God 

isn’t having any of this from Gideon, despite his protests. He tells him he will be a mighty warrior but Gideon still 

needs some assurance. 

“Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” 
Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 
The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” Judges 

6:14-16 

It’s very evident that God didn’t select a born leader, Gideon appears to be far from what we would call a hero. He’s 

quick to jump in to tell God that he’s far from being qualified to do the task God has asked of him. He is the last-

born, from an insignificant family and tribe. 

Gideon isn’t acting very courageous, but God is going to prepare him to gradually grow into his courageous role. The 

angel tells him, ‘go with the strength you have’.  Just like many Christians today, Gideon didn’t know his own 

strength. And when God looks at us, He sees strength in each of us, that we don’t see in ourselves. 

God will never ask us to do something that we’re not equipped to do, but He will ask us to use the strength we 

have, Philippians 2:13. But Gideon still needs some reassurance. 

“Gideon replied, “If now I have found favour in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do 
not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the LORD said, “I will wait until 
you return.” Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. 
Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. The 

angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” 
And Gideon did so. Then the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff 

that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD 
disappeared.” Judges 6:17-21 

Rather than taking God at His word, Gideon asks for a sign, some tangible evidence, that it’s really God who is 

speaking to him. Gideon knew that the message came from God, that he was to lead this army against the Midianites. 

But he wanted both assurance for himself and for those who came in response to his call. 

He humbly asked for a sign that went against the laws of nature and this was a specific sign for Gideon who needed 

reassurance not only for himself but for the whole nation of Israel. Remember he’s a framer with little strength and 

he’s about to lead the Israelites into battle. 

“When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the 
angel of the LORD face to face!” But the LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die. So 
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Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the 

Abiezrites.” Judges 6:22-24 

When Gideon finally realises that he’s talking to a heavenly being, he thinks he’s going to die. Almost every time in 

the Scriptures when an angel appears, the first words which come from their mouth is, ‘do not be afraid.’ Why? Well, 

it was a popular misconception among the Jews, that if you saw an angel, it meant you were going to die. 

Gideon thought he was being visited by an angel because he was about to die but he’s assured otherwise and builds 

an altar to the Lord, which he calls ‘the Lord is Peace’. This tells us that Gideon’s main concern was to live in peace. 

‘That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear 
down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. Then build a proper kind of altar to the 

LORD your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second 
bull as a burnt offering.” So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD told him. But because he was afraid 
of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. In the morning when the people of the 

town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull 
sacrificed on the newly built altar! They asked each other, “Who did this?” When they carefully investigated, they 
were told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.” The people of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring out your son. He must 
die, because he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.” But Joash replied to the 

hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him 
shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” 
So because Gideon broke down Baal’s altar, they gave him the name Jerub-Baal that day, saying, “Let Baal contend 

with him.” Judges 6:25-32 

To prepare Gideon to lead Israel, he’s directed to destroy a nearby pagan altar. And straight away we can see that if 

God is to be Israel’s Saviour, then Baal must go. 

Gideon’s own family worshipped the deities of Canaan and so before he can be used by God, Gideon needs to destroy 

the idolatry in his own household first. 

The text tells us that Gideon and his servants worked through the night, under the cover of darkness, tearing down the 

altar to Baal and Asherah. Gideon’s name means ‘hewer’ or ‘hacker’, which basically means, one who cuts down, 

which is very appropriate to what he was doing here. 

The text tells us that the idol-worshippers didn’t neglect their morning devotions, and they soon discover the damage. 

And it doesn’t take them long to identify the culprit, and so Gideon hides behind his father Joash’s protection. Joash, 

the custodian of the altar, tells his angry neighbours that if Baal is so powerful, he should have been able to defend 

himself. 

The town gives Gideon the nickname Jerubbaal, meaning, ‘let Baal plead his case’, which was a reminder of God’s 

power and Baal’s weakness. Gideon, who tested God, cleaned up his neighbourhood and passed God’s test. 

‘Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed over the Jordan and camped 
in the Valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the 
Abiezrites to follow him. He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, 

Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them.’ Judges 6:33-35 

We’re told that both sides assemble forces to prepare for battle and we’re also told that ‘the Spirit of the Lord came 

upon Gideon’. The actual Hebrew text literally says, ‘the Spirit of the Lord clothed Himself with Gideon.’ In other 

words, God’s Holy Spirit selected, anointed, and empowered Gideon. 

And Gideon was going great guns, he was getting rid of all the Baal altars and slowly driving out the idolatry from 

Israel. But, once again he needed a little more reassurance from God. 
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“Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised—look, I will place a wool fleece on 

the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save 
Israel by my hand, as you said.” And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece 
and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just 

one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and let the ground be 
covered with dew.” That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.” Judges 

6:36-40 

In spite of an encouraging recruitment response from the tribes of Israel, Gideon again asks God for reassurance, he 

asks for another visible sign. 

Should Christians be asking God for ‘signs’? Because many people take the example of Gideon completely out of 

context to justify asking God for a sign. Most people who ask God for a sign are usually trying to make a decision 

about a personal matter. 

They’re usually asking things like, ‘I wonder if I should move to another city to find a job.’ ‘I wonder if she is the girl 

I should marry.’ And so they’re starting with a question that comes from man and not a statement that came from 

God. 

Many people who cite Gideon’s example often make up coincidences to ‘confirm’ their own question. They justify it 

in their heads by saying things like, ‘if the next call is from her, then I know God wants me to marry her.’ ‘If my 

home sells within a week, then I know God has a job waiting for me in another city.’ The ‘signs’ that these people are 

requesting aren’t ‘signs’, they’re ordinary events. 

And since they’re ordinary events, how can a person be certain that it was really God behind those events? What 

people typically do today, when they’re faced with a decision, they try to force God into giving them an answer. 

But, when we try to force God to do anything, that’s what the Bible describes as putting God to the test, which 

according to Deuteronomy 6:16 is sinful because we shouldn’t be making any demands from God. 

Even within the church, I’ve heard Christians talking about doing the ‘fleece test.’ It’s the idea of asking God for 

some tangible indication of His will, asking for proof but that’s not faith. The so-called ‘fleece tests’ of today have 

nothing to do with determining God’s will, after all, God had already clearly told Gideon what to do. 

Gideon’s fleece, if it shows us anything, it shows his doubt and fear and lack of trust. Now that may well be the way 

the Israelites had come to treat Baal, but this isn’t the way to treat the One, True God of Israel. 

Gideon should’ve trusted God instead of demanding a sign. God spoke to him, and God’s words don’t require any 

outward confirmation. 

And so after showing this sign, Gideon then goes ahead and asks God for a reversal of the conditions. He wants God 

to turn the fleece from a wet fleece and dry ground to a dry fleece and wet ground. 

We can only be impressed with the remarkable patience God has with Gideon. He understands Gideon’s insecurity 

and He understands our insecurities. 

We’re going to look at what happens when Gideon is finally ready to obey God in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER 7 

“Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of 
Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men. 
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I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ Now 
announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two 

thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take 
them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but 

if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” “So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the 
LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to 
drink.” Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to 
drink. The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites 

into your hands. Let all the others go home.” So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three 
hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others.” Judges 7:1-8 

GIDEON DEFEATS THE MIDIANITES 

Many of us are familiar with the management concept of downsizing where we’re told to ‘do more with less’. But 

when it comes to war, nations don’t usually downsize, they usually mobilise their reserves and cancel all leave and 

requests for discharge and retirement. 

And sometimes God trims our resources down to get us to depend entirely more on Him. Sickness, financial reversal, 

family conflict, and other difficulties cause us to turn our lives over to God. But we need to remember that when the 

odds seem overwhelming, God overwhelms the odds. 

As we continue to look at Gideon, we see here in this chapter that God is going to ask him to do something which to 

many nations, would be crazy. He’s going to ask him to downsize his army. Remember that Gideon’s army was 

already hugely outnumbered. 

The Midianite army was 135,000 strong, Judges 8:10, while Gideon’s force numbered a mere 32,000. I don’t know 

about you but Gideon must’ve been thinking, we’ve got no chance against an army that size. 

But, if anything, Gideon at least understood the might of his enemy. And so to guarantee that history would record 

this battle as a divine victory, God issued an order for a massive reduction in force. 

Can you imagine what’s going through Gideon’s mind now? He’s probably thinking, ‘God, we had a very slim 

chance of winning with 32,000 men, but now You want us to fight with 300 men, against 135,000 Midianites?’ After 

returning most of his army to civilian status, Gideon’s only hope was in the Lord of hosts. 

The downsizing resulted in a vulnerable 22,000 man reduction in force. Gideon was left with a meagre 300 troops 

and his only option was to trust God or perish and so, he was left virtually without an army. 

But, when we’re serving in God’s army we become part of the overwhelming minority. And just because we’re in the 

minority, that doesn’t mean it’s all bad, because with God, it’s never about numbers, it’s about faith. 

Some people like to suggest that God kept only Gideon’s best soldiers, those who were wary and watchful as they 

drank, distinguished from those who ‘carelessly’ lapped the water like dogs. But the problem with that interpretation 

is that there is no hint at all that the ones chosen were superior. 

And if we remember all the people we’ve looked at so far in the book, we can quickly see that God chooses the very 

opposite people which man would choose. We could just as easily say these were the most fearful of Gideon’s troops. 

Because remember the whole idea behind God’s choosing of these men was to engage the enemy with a handful of 

soldiers to showcase God’s power. 
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I mentioned earlier that we can only imagine Gideon’s state of mind. The odds weren’t very good, to begin with, and 

now they’ve gotten even worse. 

‘During that night the LORD said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into 
your hands. If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah and listen to what they are 
saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to the 

outposts of the camp. The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick 
as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore. Gideon arrived just as a man was 

telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the 
Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.’ Judges 7:9-13 

Gideon spent that night gathering information on the enemy situation. And so aware of Gideon’s weak faith, God 

reassures him by arranging for Gideon to overhear a conversation between two enemy soldiers. As Gideon conducted 

a covert investigation of the enemy, he and his servant Purah gather some encouraging intelligence. 

In concealment, Gideon listens in, as two Midianite soldiers discuss a strange dream. In ancient times, dreams were 

highly regarded as means of predicting future events. And so in the dream, a hard loaf of barley bread rolls into the 

Midianite camp and flattens one of the tents. 

They conclude that the loaf represents Israel because remember from our last sermon that the Midianites had 

plundered Israel and stolen their wheat harvest. And so the impoverished Jews had to resort to barley bread. 

The tent could only represent the nomadic Midianites and one of the soldiers cries out with the awful realization that 

God was working through Gideon. 

“This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the 
whole camp into his hands. When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He 
returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your hands.” 

Judges 7:14-15 

Remember that Gideon was a farmer and like we saw last time he asked for a lot of signs from God because he 

needed a lot of reassuring from God. And so this isn’t good luck for Gideon, this was not chance, this was his 

sovereign God giving him another sign of his own. 

Think about it, God protected Gideon during his incursion into enemy territory. God led Gideon to one specific tent, 

and then God timed Gideon’s arrival to hear about a dream and its interpretation. 

And look at what happened to Gideon’s faith after he heard those men say those things. Gideon’s fears and doubts 

were overcome and he’s now mentally prepared for combat. 

We see that growth in Gideon, he went from being a man trembling in a winepress, to a confident general ready to 

lead his outnumbered troops into battle. And make no mistake about it, Gideon wasn’t Winston Churchill, he was a 

farmer. 

He was an unconventional leader by secular standards but once again we see God’s strength is revealed by enabling 

what most would call a weak man to triumph. Gideon was being modest because he knew he lacked the resources to 

overcome and had to rely on God, Philippians 4:13. 

He wasn’t just going into battle, he was boldly going into battle. He wasn’t confident in his own abilities, he wasn’t 

confident in the 300 soldiers he had with him, but he went with the confidence knowing that his God was right there 

with him. 

Look at what kind of ammunition Gideon was about to use in battle. 
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“Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, 

with torches inside. “Watch me,” “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. When I 
and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and 

for Gideon.’ Judges 7:16-18 

We would expect to read that the 300 men would have been armed with swords or bows and arrows. But the text says 

that he assembled his army of 300, he then divides them into three companies, arming them with trumpets, empty 

clay jars, and torches. 

I don’t know about you but this sounds more like Gideon was setting up a military instrumental band or sending some 

personal supplies into battle. Remember what the Lord told Gideon, ‘the LORD is with you, mighty warrior’, Judges 

6:12. 

This lowly farmer is about to become that mighty warrior and Gideon at this point, has one thing in his favour, the 

element of surprise. And so he takes the lead and says to the 300 troops ‘follow my lead’. We need leaders today who 

can take the lead and ask others to follow. 

The apostle Paul did this on many occasions, 1 Corinthians 4:16 / Philippians 4:9 / Philippians 3:17 / 2 Thessalonians 

3:7-9. Some people might come to the conclusion that Paul was being arrogant but he wasn’t. He was setting the 

example but never lost sight of who he really was, 1 Corinthians 15:9 / Ephesians 3:8 / 1 Timothy 1:15. 

Paul wasn’t being arrogant, he wasn’t full of himself, he simply knew that his converts needed an example to follow, 

as well as things to learn. He knew like we all do today, that his Lord Jesus Christ, is our real example, 1 Corinthians 

11:1. 

I hear over and over again both in church and in the secular world, ‘oh they’re a natural-born leader’, that’s wrong 

because nobody is born a natural leader, they’re raised, and in the church, they’re raised by God. Gideon was a 

farmer, not a leader, but he became a leader because he trusted God to help him become one. None of us are naturally 

born leaders but like Gideon, if you allow God to work in you and through you, He will raise you up to be a great 

leader. 

And so, at Gideon’s command, they took positions outside the perimeter of the enemy camp. 

“They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. The three companies blew the trumpets and 
smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to 

blow, they shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” Judges 7:19-20 

The text tells us that during the night there was the sound of 300 jars being smashed on the ground. There was the 

blinding light of 300 torches piercing the darkness, and the thundering sound of 300 ram’s horns signalling an attack. 

And with one voice the Israelite army shouted a blood-curdling battle cry, ‘a sword for the Lord and for Gideon!’ 

And what happened next? Panic stations for the Midianites. 

‘While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. When the three 
hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. 

The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. Israelites from 
Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites. Gideon sent messengers 

throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites and seize the waters of the 
Jordan ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of 
the Jordan as far as Beth Barah. They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at 
the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and brought the heads of Oreb and 

Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan.’ Judges 7:21-25 

The Midianite army imagined they were being attacked from all sides and because they were totally unprepared, this 

caused confusion and they quickly began attacking each other in the dark, not knowing who was a friend or foe. 
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The Jewish soldiers held their positions, staying a safe distance from the deadly chaos before them, Proverbs 28:1. 

CHAPTER 8 

‘Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you treated us like this? Why didn’t you call us when you went to 
fight Midian?” And they challenged him vigorously. But he answered them, “What have I accomplished compared to 

you? Aren’t the gleanings of Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape harvest of Abiezer? God gave Oreb and 
Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, into your hands. What was I able to do compared to you?” At this, their resentment 

against him subsided. Gideon and his three hundred men, exhausted yet keeping up the pursuit, came to the Jordan 
and crossed it. He said to the men of Sukkoth, “Give my troops some bread; they are worn out, and I am still pursuing 

Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” But the officials of Sukkoth said, “Do you already have the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna in your possession? Why should we give bread to your troops?” Then Gideon replied, “Just for 

that, when the LORD has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will tear your flesh with desert thorns and 
briers.” From there he went up to Peniel and made the same request of them, but they answered as the men of 

Sukkoth had. So he said to the men of Peniel, “When I return in triumph, I will tear down this tower.” Judges 8:1-9 

It appears here that the Ephraimites were kind of jealous or left out of the initial battle, and we read that Gideon used 

the soldiers he had in reserve, sealing off the enemy escape route eastward down the valley and over the Jordan and 

his troop’s capture and kill two key enemy officers, named Oreb and Zeeb. 

The officials of Sukkoth answered that they would not give provisions to Gideon in response to his request because 

Gideon hadn’t won the battle yet. Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of the Midian hadn’t been defeated yet. It 

appears if Gideon were helped, then these kings would return and punish them, Genesis 32:30. 

Notice Gideon says the same, he says if he is victorious, then he will return and punish them. Gideon assumed that 

they should have known that he was fighting God’s battle, and so, they should help God by giving his army 

provisions. 

ZEBAH AND ZALMUNNA 

‘Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with a force of about fifteen thousand men, all that were left of the armies 
of the eastern peoples; a hundred and twenty thousand swordsmen had fallen. Gideon went up by the route of the 
nomads east of Nobah and Jogbehah and attacked the unsuspecting army. Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of 

Midian, fled, but he pursued them and captured them, routing their entire army. Gideon son of Joash then returned 
from the battle by the Pass of Heres. He caught a young man of Sukkoth and questioned him, and the young man 

wrote down for him the names of the seventy-seven officials of Sukkoth, the elders of the town. Then Gideon came 
and said to the men of Sukkoth, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me by saying, ‘Do you 
already have the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna in your possession? Why should we give bread to your exhausted 

men?’” He took the elders of the town and taught the men of Sukkoth a lesson by punishing them with desert thorns 
and briers. He also pulled down the tower of Peniel and killed the men of the town.’ Judges 8:10-17 

Here we read that a young man revealed to Gideon all the names, seventy-five in all, of the leaders of Sukkoth, and 

they would have to pay the price for not assisting the one who was as actually delivering Israel from the hands of the 

Midianites. 

Notice the punishment they received for not helping Gideon, he punished them as an example to others, he punished 

them ‘with desert thorns and briers’. 

Some commentators believe this means they were tortured to death, while other commentators suggest that they were 

beaten into submission. 
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The fashion in which they were punished isn’t really important, what is important is that they were punished because 

of their lack of faith in God to help Gideon and his men when they needed them. 

‘Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind of men did you kill at Tabor?” “Men like you,” they answered, 
each one with the bearing of a prince.” Gideon replied, “Those were my brothers, the sons of my own mother. As 
surely as the LORD lives, if you had spared their lives, I would not kill you.” Turning to Jether, his oldest son, he 

said, “Kill them!” But Jether did not draw his sword, because he was only a boy and was afraid. Zebah and Zalmunna 
said, “Come, do it yourself. ‘As is the man, so is his strength.’ ” So Gideon stepped forward and killed them and took 

the ornaments off their camels’ necks.’ Judges 8:18-21 

Here we read that the men whom Zebah and Zalmunna had murdered, were actually the brothers of Gideon. The good 

news is that they openly confessed what they had done, the bad news is because they were next to kin, Gideon had 

the right legally to declare their judgment of death, Deuteronomy 19:12-13 / Numbers 35:19 / Numbers 35:21. 

GIDEON’S EPHOD 

‘The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son and your grandson—because you have saved us from 
the hand of Midian.” But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The LORD will 

rule over you.” Judges 8:22-23 

Here we read that out of gratitude, the throne of Israel is offered to the deliverer. The throne is offered to the slayer of 

kings and Gideon is urged to become king. But to his credit, Gideon unselfishly declines the offer to be crowned king 

of Israel. Why? ‘the LORD will rule over you.’ 

Gideon knew that he was only an instrument of God and that Israel’s real King was the Lord Himself. 

‘And he said, “I do have one request, that each of you give me an earring from your share of the plunder.” (It was the 
custom of the Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.) They answered, “We’ll be glad to give them.” So they spread out a 
garment, and each of them threw a ring from his plunder onto it. The weight of the gold rings he asked for came to 
seventeen hundred shekels, not counting the ornaments, the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of 

Midian or the chains that were on their camels’ necks. Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he placed in 
Ophrah, his town. All Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his 

family.’ Judges 8:24-27 

Gideon continued to serve as a judge and lived out his days in prosperity. All he asks of his countrymen is a small 

portion of the captured gold, which he fashions into an ephod, which was a priestly garment used in worship. But 

what was supposed to be a symbol commemorating Israel’s victory regrettably became an object of worship. 

GIDEON’S DEATH 

‘Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and did not raise its head again. During Gideon’s lifetime, the land 
had peace forty years. Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home to live. He had seventy sons of his own, for he had 
many wives. His concubine, who lived in Shechem, also bore him a son, whom he named Abimelek. Gideon son of 

Joash died at a good old age and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.’ Judges 8:28-
32 

After the defeat of the Midianites, the land had peace for forty years. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following. 
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‘The importance of Joash, the father of Gideon is evident in several things. 1. His proprietary rights in the cultic 

establishment at Ophrah. 2. His definitive word in the altercation. 3. The mention of his sepulchre, the only one 

mentioned in Judges, and 4. His undoubted wealth. All of these things are a testimony of the wealth, power, and 

prestige of Gideon’s family, despite Gideon’s protest before the Angel of Jehovah in Judges 6:15. 

Gideon certainly required a lot of wealth in order to take care of such an immense family, ‘many wives and 70 sons,’ 

to say nothing of his relation to that concubine in Shechem who became the mother of Abimelech. 

The next chapter reveals that there was a special reason for mentioning Abimelech and his mother, suggesting that 

there were also many concubines. 

The large number of Gideon’s sons is in keeping with the description of other judges. Jair, 30 sons, Judges 10:4, 

Ibzan, 30 sons and 30 daughters, Judges 12:9, and Abdon, 40 sons, Judges 12:14. 

The fact that Abimelech’s mother was Gideon’s concubine living in Shechem calls attention to a type of concubinage 

in which the concubine continued to live with her parents, and have custody of the children, and permit her husband 

to visit her. 

“No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as 
their god and did not remember the LORD their God, who had rescued them from the hands of all their enemies on 

every side.” Judges 8:33-34 

Note what happens after Gideon passes away, the cycle continues, they get involved in idolatry, they end up in a 

mess, and they repent and cry out to God for help. 

God sends a deliverer, God uses that person to deliver them and everything is great for a while but as soon as that 

deliverer dies, it starts all over again. 

Gideon’s ignorance about the Word of God was a strong factor in his ability to trust God. He totally misunderstood 

the very nature and character of God. Gideon was a lowly farmer but with the Lord’s help, he became a mighty 

warrior. 

CHAPTER 9 

“Abimelek son of Jerub-Baal went to his mother’s brothers in Shechem and said to them and to all his mother’s clan, 
“Ask all the citizens of Shechem, ‘which is better for you: to have all seventy of Jerub-Baal’s sons rule over you, or 

just one man?’ Remember, I am your flesh and blood. When the brothers repeated all this to the citizens of Shechem, 
they were inclined to follow Abimelek, for they said, “He is related to us.” Judges 9:1-3 

ABIMELEK 

We all know how many politicians are corrupt, we’ve read about it in our newspapers and heard about it on the news. 

And for many politicians it’s all about a quest for power, and as we all know power can corrupt. We also know of 

individuals who’ve been seduced by power and will do whatever it takes to get to the top. 

Abimelek was a man, who like many politicians promised a better future for the people if he gets into power and he 

too is just as corrupt as many of the politicians we see today. Abimelek was one of Gideon’s 70 sons, from a harem of 

wives and concubines. 
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He wasn’t a judge appointed by God, and he didn’t deliver Israel from invaders as the previous leaders did. Abimelek 

was an opportunist and as we’ll see in a few moments, he took power through violence and treachery. He’s what 

some call the ‘anti-judge’ because nowhere does he even acknowledge God as Lord of Israel. 

Remember the Jews had been fighting external enemies up to this point but now they’re about to be burdened with 

internal corruption, which is far more dangerous. 

And as we know sibling rivalry has been going on since the beginning of time. Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, 

Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers and now we have Abimelek against his 70 siblings. 

So what did he do? He convinced the people of Shechem, his hometown, to crown him king. And he promised to 

look out for their best interests when he consolidates power. 

It’s interesting that the Shechemites certainly knew this local son, but they didn’t know God. Their religion had 

devolved into a hybrid fusion of theism and idolatry, they mixed the Jewish Law with pagan practices. 

“They gave him seventy shekels of silver from the temple of Baal-Berith. “Abimelek used it to hire reckless 
scoundrels, who became his followers. He went to his father’s home in Ophrah and on one stone murdered his 

seventy brothers, the sons of Jerub-Baal. Then all the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo gathered beside the great 
tree at the pillar in Shechem to crown Abimelek king. When Jotham was told about this, he climbed up on the top of 
Mount Gerizim and shouted to them, “Listen to me, citizens of Shechem, so that God may listen to you.” Judges 9:4-

7 

Let me say a few words about Baal because I think it’s important that we understand who or what this is. Remember 

that before the Hebrews entered the Promised Land, the Lord God warned them against worshipping the Canaan’s 

gods, Deuteronomy 6:14-15, but Israel turned to idolatry anyway. 

Baal was the name of the supreme god worshipped in ancient Canaan and Phoenicia. The practise of Baal worship 

infiltrated Jewish religious life during the time of the Judges, Judges 3:7. It wasn’t long before it became widespread 

in Israel during the reign of Ahab, 1 Kings 16:31-33, and also affected Judah, 2 Chronicles 28:1-2. 

The word Baal means ‘lord’, the plural is Baalim and in general, Baal was a fertility god who was believed to enable 

the earth to produce crops and people to produce children. 

Different regions worshipped Baal in different ways, and Baal proved to be a highly adaptable god. Various areas 

emphasised one or another of his attributes and developed special doctrines of Baalism. 

For example, Numbers 25:3 refers to Baal of Peor and later it is known as Baal-Berith in Judges 8:33, in other words, 

it became a localised deity. According to Canaanite mythology, Baal was the son of El, the chief god, and Asherah, 

the goddess of the sea. 

Baal was considered the most powerful of all gods, eclipsing El, who was seen as rather weak and ineffective. In 

various battles, Baal defeated Yamm, the god of the sea, and Mot, the god of death and the underworld. 

Baal’s sisters were Ashtoreth, a fertility goddess associated with the stars, and Anath, a goddess of love and war. And 

as we know the Canaanites worshipped Baal as the sun god and as the storm god. He’s usually depicted holding a 

lightning bolt, who defeated enemies and produced crops. 

They also worshiped him as a fertility god who provided children. Baal worship was rooted in sensuality and 

involved ritualistic prostitution in the temples. At times, appeasing Baal required human sacrifice, usually the 

firstborn of the one making the sacrifice, Jeremiah 19:5. 

One of the most famous incidents in the Bible involving Baal was during the reign of Ahab and Jezebel. At the height 

of Baal worship in Israel, God directly confronted the paganism through His prophet Elijah. 
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First, God showed that He, not Baal, controlled the rain by sending a drought lasting three and a half years according 

to 1 Kings 17:1. Then Elijah called for a showdown on Mount Carmel to prove once and for all who the true God 

was. 

And if you remember all day long, 450 prophets of Baal called on their god to send fire from heaven, which was 

surely an easy task for a god associated with lightning bolts. But as 1 Kings 18:29 tells us, ‘there was no response, no 

one answered, no one paid attention.’ 

And after Baal’s prophets gave up, Elijah prayed a simple prayer, and God answered immediately with fire from 

heaven. The evidence was overwhelming, and the Bible says in 1 Kings 18:39 ‘the people fell prostrate and cried, 

‘The LORD–he is God! The LORD–he is God!’. In other words, Baal was a god who didn’t exist except in the minds 

of those who wanted him to be real. 

Now going back to our text, this tells us that the Israelites were involved in worshipping Baal-Berith, which literally 

means ‘the Baal of the covenant’. The Israelites were supposed to be in a covenant relationship with God but they 

were now in a covenant relationship with Baal. 

Abimelek’s claim to the throne was on the basis of being a son of Gideon, who had been offered kingship. The 

motive for his ambition wasn’t to serve his people, but to gain power. As a son of Gideon, his name meant ‘my father 

is king’, and Abimelek felt he might take the throne his father declined. 

But there were many other potential contenders but Abimelek had a plan. Abimelek rounded up his 70 brothers and 

had them brutally and publicly executed. 

Yes, he was inspired by his father to lead Israel, but he revealed his hatred toward his father by murdering his 

brethren. He wanted to be king at any cost and he wasn’t going to let anyone stand in his way. 

But there was one brother who he didn’t murder, Jotham, of the 70 brothers, Jotham escaped, and he addressed the 

people of Shechem on top of Mount Gerizim and shared with them a fable. 

“One day the trees went out to anoint a king for themselves. They said to the olive tree, ‘Be our king.’ “But the olive 
tree answered, ‘Should I give up my oil, by which both gods and humans are honoured, to hold sway over the trees?’ 
“Next, the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come and be our king.’ “But the fig tree replied, ‘Should I give up my fruit, so 

good and sweet, to hold sway over the trees?’ “Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come and be our king.’ “But the vine 
answered, ‘Should I give up my wine, which cheers both gods and humans, to hold sway over the trees?’ “Finally all 
the trees said to the thornbush, ‘Come and be our king.’ “The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really want to anoint 
me king over you, come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, then let fire come out of the thornbush and consume 

the cedars of Lebanon!’” Judges 9:8-15 

Jotham’s name means, ‘God is blameless, honest, and filled with integrity’ which is the absolute opposite of 

Abimelek, who rejected all that is holy. Jotham’s fable is about three valuable trees, native to Israel, which are 

offered kingship but refused. 

However, the thornbush accepts the position with a provision, ‘if you really want to anoint me king over you, come 

and take refuge in my shade.’ 

The thornbush represents Abimelek and I don’t know about you but this would be quite impossible because there’s 

no shade, comfort or protection to be found from a thornbush. 

Jotham continues to drive home his point. 

“Have you acted honourably and in good faith by making Abimelek king? Have you been fair to Jerub-Baal and his 
family? Have you treated him as he deserves? Remember that my father fought for you and risked his life to rescue 

you from the hand of Midian. But today you have revolted against my father’s family. You have murdered his 
seventy sons on a single stone and have made Abimelek, the son of his female slave, king over the citizens of 
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Shechem because he is related to you. So have you acted honourably and in good faith toward Jerub-Baal and his 

family today? If you have, may Abimelek be your joy, and may you be his, too! But if you have not, let fire come out 
from Abimelek and consume you, the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and let fire come out from you, the 

citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and consume Abimelek!” Judges 9:16-20 

Jotham wanted the people to know that it would be madness to make such a wicked man their king and if they did, 

then they would reap the consequences and suffer ruin under his rule. We may wonder, why did God’s people let this 

happen? 

When we spend too much time in the world and in the presence of wickedness, we will ultimately become like them. 

There are times when we think we can change people by our conduct and by our speech if we just spend enough time 

with them. 

But if we have a barrel full of rotten apples and we put a good apple into that barrel, is the good apple going to help 

turn those bad apples good over a period of time? 

No, the bad apples are going to make the good apple bad, Proverbs 12:26 / Proverbs 13:20 / 1 Corinthians 15:33. 

God’s people had become Canaanite in their character, rather than standing for God. 

They broke their covenant and adjusted to the values of the godless culture. We have to be on our guard against being 

shaped by our culture, especially when leaders don’t model godly behaviour. 

God is always in control and so God raised up opposition to Abimelek, and He can use human means to oppose all 

leaders who refuse to live for Him. 

‘Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer, and he lived there because he was afraid of his brother Abimelek. After 
Abimelek had governed Israel three years, God stirred up animosity between Abimelek and the citizens of Shechem 
so that they acted treacherously against Abimelek. God did this in order that the crime against Jerub-Baal’s seventy 
sons, the shedding of their blood, might be avenged on their brother Abimelek and on the citizens of Shechem, who 

had helped him murder his brothers. In opposition to him these citizens of Shechem set men on the hilltops to ambush 
and rob everyone who passed by, and this was reported to Abimelek.’ Judges 9:21-25 

Notice how God worked in this situation between Abimelek and the Shechemites, 1 Samuel 16:14. God allowed all 

the politics to happen in order to bring an end to the reign of Abimelek. 

After Jotham had stated his fable, he fled and let the political game between Abimelek and the Shechemites run its 

course, Titus 3:9-11. 

‘Now Gaal son of Ebed moved with his clan into Shechem, and its citizens put their confidence in him. After they 
had gone out into the fields and gathered the grapes and trodden them, they held a festival in the temple of their god. 

While they were eating and drinking, they cursed Abimelek. Then Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelek, and 
why should we Shechemites be subject to him? Isn’t he Jerub-Baal’s son, and isn’t Zebul his deputy? Serve the 

family of Hamor, Shechem’s father! Why should we serve Abimelek? If only this people were under my command! 
Then I would get rid of him. I would say to Abimelek, ‘Call out your whole army!’ Judges 9:26-29 

No one is sure when this festival took place, however here, it was used by Gaal as a chance to win the confidence of 

the men of Shechem. Many years before, Simeon and Levi were killed because his son, Shechem raped Dinah, who 

was Simeon and Levi’s sister, Genesis 34:2. 

Because of this Gaal appealed to the pride of the men of Shechem and he challenged them concerning their desire to 

have an Abiezrite, Judges 6:11, Abimelek, the son of Gideon, reigns over them rather than one of their own. 

‘When Zebul the governor of the city heard what Gaal son of Ebed said, he was very angry. Under cover he sent 
messengers to Abimelek, saying, “Gaal son of Ebed and his clan have come to Shechem and are stirring up the city 

against you. Now then, during the night you and your men should come and lie in wait in the fields. In the morning at 
sunrise, advance against the city. When Gaal and his men come out against you, seize the opportunity to attack 

them.” Judges 9:30-33 
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It was the ruler of Shechem, Zebul, who informed Abimelek what was happening. Zebul was the one who came up 

with the idea of a surprise attack against those who wanted to overthrow him as their king. 

‘So Abimelek and all his troops set out by night and took up concealed positions near Shechem in four companies. 35 
Now Gaal son of Ebed had gone out and was standing at the entrance of the city gate just as Abimelek and his troops 
came out from their hiding place. When Gaal saw them, he said to Zebul, “Look, people are coming down from the 

tops of the mountains!” Zebul replied, “You mistake the shadows of the mountains for men.” But Gaal spoke up 
again: “Look, people are coming down from the central hill, and a company is coming from the direction of the 

diviners’ tree.” Then Zebul said to him, “Where is your big talk now, you who said, ‘Who is Abimelek that we should 
be subject to him?’ Aren’t these the men you ridiculed? Go out and fight them!” So Gaal led out the citizens of 

Shechem and fought Abimelek. Abimelek chased him all the way to the entrance of the gate, and many were killed as 
they fled. Then Abimelek stayed in Arumah, and Zebul drove Gaal and his clan out of Shechem. The next day the 

people of Shechem went out to the fields, and this was reported to Abimelek. So he took his men, divided them into 
three companies and set an ambush in the fields. When he saw the people coming out of the city, he rose to attack 

them. Abimelek and the companies with him rushed forward to a position at the entrance of the city gate. Then two 
companies attacked those in the fields and struck them down. All that day Abimelek pressed his attack against the 

city until he had captured it and killed its people. Then he destroyed the city and scattered salt over it.’ Judges 9:34-
45 

Here we are reminded that God doesn’t create evil men but He can use them for His purposes. We read that God 

judged the Shechemites through the commission of Abimelek’s men. Those who lived in Shechem were totally 

slaughtered by Abimelek’s army. 

The city was also totally destroyed and the land was sowed with salt as a symbol that it should never produce 

again, Deuteronomy 29:23 / Jeremiah 17:6. 

‘On hearing this, the citizens in the tower of Shechem went into the stronghold of the temple of El-Berith. When 
Abimelek heard that they had assembled there, he and all his men went up Mount Zalmon. He took an ax and cut off 
some branches, which he lifted to his shoulders. He ordered the men with him, “Quick! Do what you have seen me 
do!” So all the men cut branches and followed Abimelek. They piled them against the stronghold and set it on fire 

with the people still inside. So all the people in the tower of Shechem, about a thousand men and women, also died.’ 
Judges 9:46-49 

The tower of Shechem was a wooden tower or refuge for around one thousand men and women and it became a 

furnace for their execution. Abimelek burned to death all those who took refuge in this tower to false gods. 

In Jotham’s prophetic fable, he stated that fire will come from the thornbush and consume the people. Jotham’s fable 

was fulfilled and they certainly reaped the consequences for choosing such an evil king. 

And look at what happened to Abimelek. 

‘Next Abimelek went to Thebez and besieged it and captured it. Inside the city, however, was a strong tower, to 
which all the men and women—all the people of the city—had fled. They had locked themselves in and climbed up 

on the tower roof. Abimelek went to the tower and attacked it. But as he approached the entrance to the tower to set it 
on fire, a woman dropped an upper millstone on his head and cracked his skull. “Hurriedly he called to his armor-

bearer, “Draw your sword and kill me, so that they can’t say, ‘A woman killed him.’” So his servant ran him through, 
and he died. When the Israelites saw that Abimelek was dead, they went home. Thus God repaid the wickedness that 
Abimelek had done to his father by murdering his seventy brothers. God also made the people of Shechem pay for all 

their wickedness. The curse of Jotham son of Jerub-Baal came on them’ Judges 9:50-57 

Abimelek’s death ultimately came from the hand of a woman, not a soldier, using a farming implement. This is very 

similar to what happened to Sisera if you remember who was killed by Jael, Judges 4:21, when a woman drops a 

millstone from a tower on Abimelek, crushing his skull. 
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Notice that it was God who took credit for the death of Abimelek, though it was the woman who cast down the stone 

upon his head. Israel refused to be governed by God, so they turned to Abimelek, who turned out to be the natural 

consequence of their apostasy. 

Abimelek failed because he didn’t recognise who his true Father was, he didn’t want to recognise or accept God as 

his Father and all that followed was disaster. 

Once again, the Bible assures us that God allows people to attain public office, but He can also remove them when 

He chooses, Daniel 2:21. 

CHAPTER 10 

‘After the time of Abimelek, a man of Issachar named Tola son of Puah, the son of Dodo, rose to save Israel. He lived 
in Shamir, in the hill country of Ephraim. He led Israel twenty-three years; then he died and was buried in Shamir.’ 

Judges 10:1-2 

This chapter introduces us to the oppression by both the Ammonites and the Philistines. 

TOLA 

Although we can’t be certain, Tola may have been named after the sons of his ancestor, Issachar, Genesis 46:13. He 

is the sixth judge whom God sent to deliver Israel. Although he served Israel as a judge for 23 years, this is the only 

information we have about him. 

JAIR 

‘He was followed by Jair of Gilead, who led Israel for twenty-two years. He had thirty sons, who rode thirty donkeys. 
They controlled thirty towns in Gilead, which to this day are called Havvoth Jair. When Jair died, he was buried in 

Kamon.’ Judges 10:3-5 

Again, no one is sure who Jair was, and although he served as a judge for Israel for 22 years, this is the only 

information we have about him. It does appear though that he may have been very wealthy, with thirty donkeys and 

controlled thirty towns. 

“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD. They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of 
Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And because 
the Israelites forsook the LORD and no longer served him, he became angry with them. He sold them into the hands 
of the Philistines and the Ammonites, who that year shattered and crushed them. For eighteen years they oppressed 
all the Israelites on the east side of the Jordan in Gilead, the land of the Amorites. The Ammonites also crossed the 

Jordan to fight against Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim; Israel was in great distress. Then the Israelites cried out to the 
LORD, “We have sinned against you, forsaking our God and serving the Baals.” Judges 10:6-10 

We have to wonder, when will Israel learn from her past mistakes? When are they going to realise that these pagan 

deities only offered ample opportunity to sin, but provided no means of salvation? Well, like we have seen time and 

time again, they’re only going to learn the hard way. 
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God became angry with them and punished them for 18 years by allowing them to be oppressed by the Philistines and 

the Ammonites. And notice they cried out to God again, why did Israel cry out to God? Because once again they’re in 

trouble. 

In other words, the Israelites only want God when they need Him. 

‘The LORD replied, “When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the Philistines, the Sidonians, the 
Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you and you cried to me for help, did I not save you from their hands? But 

you have forsaken me and served other gods, so I will no longer save you. Go and cry out to the gods you have 
chosen. Let them save you when you are in trouble!” Judges 11:11-14 

And so Israel once again calls upon the God of convenience but notice God’s response, His response is almost 

sarcastic, he more or less says, ‘let the things you’ve trusted shelter you since you’ve refused to trust in Me!’ When 

we rely on those gods instead of the True God, we find ourselves as lost as Israel in the distressing days of the Judges. 

And unlike these other gods, our God doesn’t desert His people. 

‘But the Israelites said to the LORD, “We have sinned. Do with us whatever you think best, but please rescue us 
now.” Then they got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the LORD. And he could bear Israel’s misery no 

longer. When the Ammonites were called to arms and camped in Gilead, the Israelites assembled and camped at 
Mizpah. The leaders of the people of Gilead said to each other, “Whoever will take the lead in attacking the 

Ammonites will be head over all who live in Gilead.” Judges 10:15-18 

Notice Israel’s confession here, they say that they have sinned and worshipped the foreign gods, Judges 10:6. They 

had become unequally yoked with the nations around them, 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

Their confession also implies repentance, as they got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the LORD. 2 

Corinthians 7:10. 

After confessing their sins and repenting by getting rid of their idols, God’s misery so was great about what the 

surrounding nations were doing, He was moved to take action. We find Him doing so in the next chapter. 

The Ammonites gathered their army to try and bring an end to the Israelite rebellion but in response to the Ammonite 

threat, Israel gathered together for defence. The problem was when Israel gathered together, they had no leader. 

As we will see in the next chapter, God will indeed raise up another deliverer to help Israel in their time of distress 

and his name is Jephthah. 

CHAPTER 11 

“Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a prostitute. Gilead’s wife also 
bore him sons, and when they were grown up, they drove Jephthah away. “You are not going to get any inheritance in 
our family,” they said, “because you are the son of another woman.” So Jephthah fled from his brothers and settled in 

the land of Tob, where a gang of scoundrels gathered around him and followed him.” Judges 11:1-3 

JEPHTHAH 

In the previous chapter, we saw that Israel gathered together but they had no leader to deal with the Ammonite 

threat, Judges 10:15-18. In this chapter, we see once again, that God raises up another unlikely leader to deliver His 

people. 
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His name is Jephthah, whose name means ‘to open’ or ‘to release’. And he’s another striking example of someone 

rising from humble circumstances. 

He really is ‘the loser who became a winner’ and we’ll see why as we go through his story. 

1. He was the son of Gilead, who according to the genealogy in 1 Chronicles 7:14, was the son of Machir, and Machir 

himself was the son of Manasseh, the older son of the great Joseph. 

In Egypt, with the approval of Pharaoh, Joseph married Asenath the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of the ‘Temple 

to the Sun’ in the city of On. Therefore, there was a strain of Egyptian blood in his descendants. 

It’s generally considered that the ancestor of the Egyptians and other tribes who settled in Africa was Ham, the 

youngest son of Noah, and this means that Jephthah wasn’t of pure Semitic blood. 

2. He was the son of a prostitute and consequently, his illegitimacy also affected his social position. It meant he had 

no legal rights in his father’s family and no claim to his father’s property. 

3. His father Gilead, however, had other sons by a wife whose name isn’t recorded, and there came a time when, 

because of Jephthah’s origin, these sons declared that they had no intention of allowing their illegitimate half-brother 

to share in the family inheritance. 

Jephthah was obviously an innocent victim in this situation, yet, severe as this decision was, it was fully in 

accordance with Mosaic Law which declared that only sons born in wedlock had the right to inherit, Deuteronomy 

23:2-3. 

Therefore, when the sons of Gilead disowned Jephthah, their action had to be upheld by the Elders of the tribe, with 

the result that he was sent away. 

The text tells us that he ‘fled from his brothers and settled in the land of Tob’, a district in Syria, from where it’s 

thought his mother originated, and where, also, in the course of time, he gained a somewhat questionable reputation 

as ‘a mighty man of valour’ who had gathered about him a small army of men described unflatteringly as ‘vain’. 

This Hebrew adjective ‘req’ means ‘empty’ and two chapters earlier, it’s the word used to describe the kind of men 

who had been hired by Abimelech. They are said to have been ‘vain and light persons’, Judges 9:4. 

How Jephthah and his men survived in the territory of the Syrians, and how he acquired his ‘mighty man’ reputation, 

we aren’t told. But this doesn’t appear to have worried the Elders of the tribe of Gilead back in Palestine because, 

when faced with a desperate situation, it didn’t deter them from sending for him and inviting him to become the 

‘Commander’ of their forces. 

The text tells us that he was the illegitimate son of Gilead and we can safely assume he didn’t have a very happy 

childhood. Because he was forced to leave his homeland, to become an outcast, driven away by his 30 half-brothers. 

So that’s a pretty miserable start to his life, thrown out of the family and homeless. 

And if you or I were to look for someone to be a deliverer, then I’m sure if we were honest with ourselves, Jephthah 

would be the last person on our minds to choose. But people aren’t doing the choosing, God is. 

Despite being rejected and exiled, God will choose him and he will rise above his circumstances and establish 

himself.  He will gain a whole lot of experience and he will end up with a reputation as a warrior and leader. 

In God’s eyes, everyone has worth and even though we may feel like outcasts at times, we can be assured that God 

loves us. And if we learn from Jephthah, it should certainly teach us that we too can rise above our circumstances. 
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The most motivated people in the world are those with full confidence in God. When we feel shattered, forsaken and 

lacking, we learn that the approval of others isn’t what keeps us going. 

We learn that we need first and foremost God’s approval to achieve true success in life. Jephthah became the only 

hope to stop the Ammonite invasion and his fame grew through organizing a band of warriors, perhaps fellow 

outcasts and misfits, which in hindsight, we see as God’s preparation for greater responsibilities. 

‘Some time later, when the Ammonites were fighting against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from 
the land of Tob. “Come,” they said, “be our commander, so we can fight the Ammonites.” Jephthah said to them, 

“Didn’t you hate me and drive me from my father’s house? Why do you come to me now, when you’re in trouble?” 
The elders of Gilead said to him, “Nevertheless, we are turning to you now; come with us to fight the Ammonites, 

and you will be head over all of us who live in Gilead.” Jephthah answered, “Suppose you take me back to fight the 
Ammonites and the LORD gives them to me—will I really be your head?” The elders of Gilead replied, “The LORD 
is our witness; we will certainly do as you say.” So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him 

head and commander over them. And he repeated all his words before the LORD in Mizpah.’ Judges 11:4-11 

Here we read that his half-brothers soon arrive, desperate for their estranged brother’s help. He agrees, but with a 

condition, if he’s successful in driving out the enemy, they must vow to accept him as their leader. They go on and 

haggle with him over this, and finally agree to raise Jephthah’s status as a full citizen of Gilead with a reinstated 

family inheritance. 

Jephthah the outcast becomes Jephthah the judge and he finally gains the respect of his family. Let me make a very 

important point here which is sometimes overlooked. Jephthah didn’t allow his past to hinder his future. Yes, his past 

hurt him and yes, he would still have those painful memories of being a child who was bullied by his brothers, 

unloved and kicked out of his home by his parents. 

We can learn to heal the pain of the past when we understand that the past doesn’t have to weigh us down, Hebrews 

12:1. Jephthah didn’t allow his past to hinder his future and we shouldn’t either. 

‘The king of the Ammonites answered Jephthah’s messengers, “When Israel came up out of Egypt, they took away 
my land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, all the way to the Jordan. Now give it back peaceably.” Jephthah sent back 
messengers to the Ammonite king, saying: “This is what Jephthah says: Israel did not take the land of Moab or the 

land of the Ammonites. But when they came up out of Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness to the Red Sea1  and 
on to Kadesh. Then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Give us permission to go through your 

country,’ but the king of Edom would not listen. They sent also to the king of Moab, and he refused. So Israel stayed 
at Kadesh. “Next they travelled through the wilderness, skirted the lands of Edom and Moab, passed along the eastern 
side of the country of Moab, and camped on the other side of the Arnon. They did not enter the territory of Moab, for 

the Arnon was its border. “Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon, and 
said to him, ‘Let us pass through your country to our own place.’ Sihon, however, did not trust Israel to pass through 
his territory. He mustered all his troops and encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. “Then the LORD, the God of 
Israel, gave Sihon and his whole army into Israel’s hands, and they defeated them. Israel took over all the land of the 
Amorites who lived in that country, capturing all of it from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the desert to the Jordan. 
“Now since the LORD, the God of Israel, has driven the Amorites out before his people Israel, what right have you to 
take it over? Will you not take what your god Chemosh gives you? Likewise, whatever the LORD our God has given 

us, we will possess. Are you any better than Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever quarrel with Israel or 
fight with them? For three hundred years Israel occupied Heshbon, Aroer, the surrounding settlements and all the 

towns along the Arnon. Why didn’t you retake them during that time? I have not wronged you, but you are doing me 
wrong by waging war against me. Let the LORD, the Judge, decide the dispute this day between the Israelites and the 

Ammonites.” The king of Ammon, however, paid no attention to the message Jephthah sent him.’ Judges 11:13-28 

Here we read that Jephthah doesn’t immediately storm into battle, he first attempts a diplomatic solution by 

negotiating with the Ammonite king. 

And so to his credit, he tries to resolve the conflict without bloodshed and tries reasoning with the king, remembering 

that the inhabitants of Canaan regarded the Jews as invaders. 
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And so Jephthah uses this opportunity to explain their legitimate claim and divine right to possess the land. The 

enemy is given an opportunity to yield to God’s will before force is used. 

Jephthah isn’t afraid to combat the enemy, but he sought to avoid an unnecessary war. And it’s not surprising that the 

king rejects Jephthah’s reasoning, so both sides prepare for battle. 

“Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead, 
and from there he advanced against the Ammonites. Jephthah made a vow to the LORD: “If you give the Ammonites 

into my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph from the 
Ammonites will be the LORD’s, and I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering. Then Jephthah went over to fight the 
Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into his hands. He devastated twenty towns from Aroer to the vicinity of 

Minnith, as far as Abel Keramim. Thus Israel subdued Ammon.” Judges 11:29-33 

God chose Jephthah and then God empowered him through His Spirit for the task before him. Time and time again 

we see that whoever God calls upon people to do a task, He also equips them for the task ahead, Ephesians 4:11-

12 / Hebrews 13:20-21. 

In other words, God didn’t just call Christians to worship Him, He calls Christians to serve and work in His kingdom. 

And He equips every one of us with the tools we need to serve and work. 

Over the years scholars and Bible students have been asking this age-old question concerning Jephthah and his vow, 

the question is simple, did he or didn’t he sacrifice his daughter? 

It’s a pity that, whilst we recognize that Jephthah made a vow which was, it must be admitted, by any standard, 

extremely rash, this is probably the only fact about him with which Christians are familiar. 

I suggest, therefore, that, before judging him on this one episode in his life, it would be useful to look at Jephthah a 

little more closely, because this might help us to gain a clearer understanding of what actually occurred. It was at this 

time that he made the vow for which he will always be remembered. 

Now, there’s nothing unusual in the fact that he made a vow to God before going into battle, because this was a 

common practice among the ancient tribes of Old Testament times, and, indeed, it has survived to our own days! 

What makes Jephthah’s vow unusual is the promise he made to God, in return for giving him victory in battle. 

WHAT DID HE VOW? 

Notice the emphatic word in verse 31. In the A.V. the word is ‘whatsoever’, but modern versions, including the 

R.S.V, gives us ‘whoever’, and this is certainly the more accurate rendering. In fact, it’s the word used in the Hebrew 

text and both the Septuagint and the Vulgate versions of the passage. 

Jephthah promised that ‘whoever comes out of the doors of my house shall surely be the Lord’s, to be offered up by 

me as a burnt offering.’ 

But what did he have in mind, always assuming he was thinking logically! Do you really think that on his return from 

battle, he was expecting a lamb or goat, or some other sacrificial animal to come out of his house to meet him? 

Suppose some unclean animal, say, a dog had run out, and was the first to meet its master, would he have felt 

obligated to fulfil his vow? If you say he wasn’t expecting an animal to emerge from his house, you are doubtlessly 

right! We must face the fact that he was promising to offer a human sacrifice. 
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WHAT SORT OF MAN WAS JAPHETH? 

1. Was he an ignorant man, who did not know God’s Law? 

2. Was he a bad man who knew the Law and went ahead anyway? 

3. Was he a good man, who realised he had made a mistake and had the courage to draw back from offending God? 

These are just a few of the questions that arise when we try to reach a reasonable conclusion. 

A VOW MADE IN IGNORANCE? 

Now, some commentators suggest that, if we consider that he was of ‘semi-heathen parentage’ because his mother 

was an Aramean, that is Syrian, it should not altogether surprise us that Jephthah made such a vow. 

They tell us that having lived among the Syrians for several years, he would be fully aware that such a practice was 

common among the Canaanite tribes, and they also point out that, as Genesis 22 records, even Abraham had been 

prepared to offer up his son Isaac as a burnt offering, when his faith was put to the test by God Himself. 

Again, when the King of Moab, desperate in the face of imminent defeat, sacrificed his own son, his action produced 

a wave of anger, 2 Kings 3:27. And even later, Manasseh, the evil King of Judah, sacrificed his son to the idol 

Moloch, a fact which again the Scriptures record with obvious revulsion, 2 Kings 21:6. 

WAS IT CARRIED OUT? 

What we really want to know is was this rash vow actually carried out, or was it retracted and replaced by some other 

course of action? And it’s here that opinions differ. 

There are many, including great and good men of past centuries, who believe that, as appalling as it is to us, the 

daughter of Jephthah actually paid with her life for her father’s rashness. 

Some have expressed the view that Jephthah was actually expecting to sacrifice a slave and was shocked when the 

first person to greet him on his return was his only daughter, but, they say, having vowed, he felt he couldn’t go back 

on his vow. 

Incidentally, would it have been any less appalling if it had, indeed, been ‘merely a slave’ who first came out of the 

house, and was sacrificed as a consequence? 

But there are several issues that we need to consider. 

1. There is the fact that God had neither commanded nor desired the making of such a vow as this. 

Furthermore, nowhere in the Scriptures do we find any recurrence of it. If the exceptional case of Abraham and his 

son Isaac is quoted, we should understand that the test was set by God, not to prove to God the strength of Abraham’s 

faith, because God already knew both Abraham’s strengths and weaknesses. 

The test was designed to reveal the strength of his faith to Abraham himself, and because God knew beforehand what 

the outcome would be, the life of Isaac was never really in danger. 
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2. Human sacrifices were clearly and emphatically forbidden by the Law of Moses, Leviticus 18:21 / Jeremiah 

7:31 / Ezekiel 16:21, because the practice was an identifying mark of idolatry and was the reason why the inhabitants 

of Canaan were driven out and the land given to the Israelites, Deuteronomy 12:30-31. 

The prohibition of the shedding of blood, first set out in Genesis 9:6, is also frequently repeated in the Old Testament 

Scriptures, and the sacredness of blood is made abundantly clear in the Law. 

If the Elders, the religious leaders of Gilead, had allowed Jephthah to carry through his rash pledge, not only would 

they have been guilty of descending to the level of their cruel pagan neighbours, but they would, in fact, have shared 

Jephthah’s guilt for the sin of deliberate disobedience of the Mosaic Law. 

Some have argued that Jephthah was perhaps ignorant of the law of God relating to human sacrifice, but I suggest 

that this is inconceivable. 

We cannot believe that the Elders of His people didn’t know the Law, and they may even have advised him that 

adherence to the Law of God should always take precedence over any rashly made vow. 

3. ‘Obedience is better than sacrifice’. 

This was God’s message to King Saul, brought by the prophet Samuel, 1 Samuel 15:22. Jephthah was faced with a 

choice between abandoning his vow or persisting in offering to God a sacrifice which He had expressly forbidden, 

and which, we may be absolutely sure, wasn’t acceptable to Him. 

It’s true the Hebrews regarded failure to keep a vow as an extremely serious, matter, especially a vow made to God. 

But it would be better for Jephthah to abandon a vow he ought never to have made, rather than to violate the sacred 

Law of God. 

4. But was Jephthah ignorant of God’s law? 

It has also been argued by some writers that he was. But, when reading the message he sent to the King of the 

Ammonites, recorded in Judges 11:15-27, we find that he shows an impressively detailed knowledge of Israel’s 

history and a clear understanding of God’s dealings with His people during their journey from Egypt to the Promised 

Land. Indeed, he must have known about the Covenant made at Sinai, and the Laws delivered to Israel through 

Moses. 

WAS JEPHTHAH A UPRIGHT MAN? 

At the other end of the spectrum, there are Biblical scholars who claim that Jephthah was ‘not a freebooter’, that is, 

not a man who lived by plundering other tribes, but a man of high principles and a true worshipper of God. 

We must accept this assessment, after all, his name appears in Hebrews 11:32, as one of those honoured by God 

because they lived ‘by faith’. 

The question then arises, would a true worshipper of God, deliberately disobey the revealed will and law of God, and 

commit an act which God would regard as repulsive? 

I believe that he wouldn’t. Recognising the course of action to what his rash vow committed him, he would seek an 

honourable release from it. 

WAS THERE ANY SOLUTION? 
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Numbers 30:16 reveals that vows weren’t always irrevocable, and Leviticus 27, because it contains divinely revealed 

instruction concerning the redemption of what are described as ‘votive offerings’. 

Now, the word ‘votive’ means ‘that which is dedicated in fulfilment of a vow’ and in this chapter it relates 

particularly to whatever was promised in vows to God. 

The chapter explains that there were four different types of votive offerings, that is vows, which could be redeemed. 

They were vows that involved human beings, animals, houses and lands. 

For instance, a man might have vowed to dedicate to God, either himself or a member of his family, or possibly a 

slave. But the passage tells us that it was possible to redeem the person, or thing, that had been so dedicated, by 

handing over a prescribed amount of money to the priest. This law means that Jephthah’s daughter could be redeemed 

and need not die. 

If it’s thought that the last few verses of the chapter say something different that isn’t the case because those verses 

deal with a quite different situation. 

1. The first part of Leviticus 27 deals with the ‘vow’, ‘neder,’ such as Jephthah made. The word ‘nadar’ means ‘to 

make a vow’ and describes Jephthah’s action, it’s what Jephthah did. 

2. The verses from verses 28 lay down the law relating to things that were ‘devoted’, and here we have a different 

word, the word ‘cherem’. ‘Cherem’ identifies any object or person that couldn’t be redeemed, but which must be 

destroyed. Not destroyed because of a decision made by man, but because of God’s command. 

These last few verses explain why this was the case. There were two classes of people and things that could never be 

redeemed, either, because God had already issued an explicit command with regards to what must be done with them, 

or, because they had been claimed by Him, and therefore they already belonged to Him, and one can never ‘buy back’ 

from God, that which He declares is already His! 

Think, in this connection, about His command concerning the destruction of Jericho, or His instruction to King Saul 

concerning the destruction of the evil King Agag and the Amalekites. All were ‘cherem’, under the ban and couldn’t 

be spared. 

Now it’s evident that the hand of God was enabling Jephthah to deliver Israel but why does Jephthah make what 

many regards as a rash, foolish vow? 

Remember that vows in the Bible are binding obligations, which aren’t to be taken lightly. They are oaths, pledges, 

obligations, and even prayerful transactions between God and individuals. They’re a very serious matter in the 

Scriptures and not to be taken lightly, Ecclesiastes 5:5. 

Jephthah realised that either an animal or a person would meet him when he returned from battle. If an animal 

appeared, it would be sacrificed as a burnt offering, and if a person came out, he or she would be dedicated to God for 

life-long service in the tabernacle. He probably expected a servant to greet him, instead, his daughter rushes out of 

their home. 

“When Jephthah returned to his home in Mizpah, who should come out to meet him but his daughter, dancing to the 
sound of timbrels! She was an only child. Except for her he had neither son nor daughter. When he saw her, he tore 
his clothes and cried, “Oh no, my daughter! You have brought me down and I am devastated. I have made a vow to 

the LORD that I cannot break.” Judges 11:34-35 

Jephthah’s sorrow came because his lineage would end with his only child, and to an Israelite, this was a significant 

loss. Jephthah was clearly appalled when he realised that his rash vow had jeopardised the life of his only daughter, 

his only child, and when he contemplated the horror of what he had planned to do. 
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The conversation that he had with her, shows he was well aware of what the Law said concerning vows, and it’s my 

personal view that he availed himself of the opportunity presented by the Law, to be released from his vow. 

The outcome was that his daughter wasn’t made a burnt offering, instead, her father surrendered her to the service of 

God, in which state she remained unmarried. 

We are told that he had vowed that, whoever came out to meet him, ‘should be YHYH’S’, That is, belong to God. 

And his daughter was the first to greet him. He kept his promise, she was dedicated to the service of God and 

remained unmarried for the rest of her life. 

Look at his daughter’s reaction for a moment because I believe this is one of the most moving stories in the Bible. 

“My father,” she replied, “you have given your word to the LORD. Do to me just as you promised, now that the 
LORD has avenged you of your enemies, the Ammonites. But grant me this one request,” she said. “Give me two 

months to roam the hills and weep with my friends, because I will never marry.” “You may go,” he said. And he let 
her go for two months. She and her friends went into the hills and wept because she would never marry. After the two 

months, she returned to her father, and he did to her as he had vowed. And she was a virgin.” Judges 11:36-39 

It’s so evident that she loves her father but loves her Lord even more. And notice she isn’t sad because her father 

made a rather rash vow and she will have to go to the tabernacle to serve her Lord for the rest of her life. 

Her sadness centres on the fact that she had no relations with a man. She would never marry, never have children, 

which shows that rather than being literally sacrificed she was being devoted to an unmarried, celibate life. 

Can you imagine the joy when his daughter returned and she’s still a virgin? Can you imagine how proud of her he 

was? But can you also imagine that now is the time she’s going to have to leave the home? What an emotional time 

for them both this must have been. And it was a time that many women would never forget. 

Her father was denied the companionship of his only child, and her dedication to God’s service in this manner meant 

the end of his hopes of grandchildren. 

She was denied a husband, and there would be no one to carry on the family name, which was one of the greatest 

sorrows that could be inflicted on a Hebrew. But although it was she who paid the heaviest price for her father’s 

rashness, at least she remained alive. 

“From this comes the Israelite tradition that each year the young women of Israel go out for four days to 
commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite”. Judges 11:39-40 

What a great woman and forever remembered by her people for her humble submission and humble love for her 

Lord. What an example she was, and she still cries out to all the young women today, ‘being married isn’t 

everything,’ ‘having sex isn’t everything’, ‘having children isn’t everything’ but serving a devoted life to God is all 

you need’. 

And so Jephthah set apart his daughter for the Lord’s service, to help out with the logistics of worship which was in 

line with Jewish practice, Leviticus 27:2-31. 

Remembering the fact that Jephthah won a great victory over the Ammonites further proves that human sacrifice was 

never being considered. God wouldn’t have given Jephthah success in battle if he had intended to sacrifice a human 

being. 

Although scholars disagree about Jephthah’s vow, they all agree that it was unnecessary because God would have 

given Jephthah the victory regardless of his promise. 



52 

He possibly made the vow just to get some reassurance from God as his predecessors did before him. Maybe he 

simply wanted reassurance that God wouldn’t abandon him as his parents and brothers did before. 

When we think about Jephthah’s background, he could’ve resigned himself to thinking he was a waste of space and 

thought to himself that people like him never amount to much, but God turned him into a hero. If we really believe 

that God is working in and through us, then we can safely know that He’s pleased with the work He’s doing. 

If Jephthah felt he had nothing to offer, he wouldn’t have attempted much in life, 1 Corinthians 15:10. Jephthah had a 

healthy sense of self-respect, despite his past and because God loves us, He never gives up on us. God will help us 

conquer the pain of our past and lead us to a brighter future, Philippians 3:13-14. 

CHAPTER 12 

‘The Ephraimite forces were called out, and they crossed over to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah, “Why did you go to 
fight the Ammonites without calling us to go with you? We’re going to burn down your house over your head.” 

Jephthah answered, “I and my people were engaged in a great struggle with the Ammonites, and although I called, 
you didn’t save me out of their hands. When I saw that you wouldn’t help, I took my life in my hands and crossed 
over to fight the Ammonites, and the LORD gave me the victory over them. Now why have you come up today to 

fight me?” Jephthah then called together the men of Gilead and fought against Ephraim. The Gileadites struck them 
down because the Ephraimites had said, “You Gileadites are renegades from Ephraim and Manasseh.” The Gileadites 
captured the fords of the Jordan leading to Ephraim, and whenever a survivor of Ephraim said, “Let me cross over,” 
the men of Gilead asked him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he replied, “No,” they said, “All right, say ‘Shibboleth.’ ” 

If he said, “Sibboleth,” because he could not pronounce the word correctly, they seized him and killed him at the 
fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand Ephraimites were killed at that time. Jephthah led Israel six years. Then 

Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried in a town in Gilead.’ Judges 12:1-7 

JEPHTHAH AND EPHRAIM 

In the previous chapter we saw how after God gave a great victory to Jephthah over the Ammonites, he dedicated his 

daughter to temple service as promised in his vow. 

Notice how the Ephraimites ask why they weren’t called to help him out. This wasn’t the case, since the Ephraimites 

were probably called before the elders came to Jephthah, Judges 11:4-11. This seems to be a consistent problem with 

the people of the tribe of Ephraim, they gave a similar response to Gideon, Judges 8:1. 

It’s possible that the Ephraimites wanted some of the spoil of the Ammonites or it may have been that they wanted 

credit for defeating the Ammonites among their own people. Whatever the reason was, they didn’t come to the 

original call to battle, though they were called. 

As a result of this questioning from the Ephraimites, and because the Ephraimites accused them of being a band of 

fugitives who took up arms against the Ammonites, the Gileadites go on to punish them. Because they were not the 

official army who represented any of the tribes of Israel, they couldn’t claim anything or any victory in Israel’s name. 

The Gileadites defeated the Ephraimites, and the Ephraimites fled to their homes. Sadly for them, they had to pass 

over the fords of the Jordan before they could get home. Therefore, the Gileadites set up a roadblock at the fords. It 

appears that the Ephraimites had been away from the tribes of Israel for so long, that their accent changed. 
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In the pronunciation of the word ‘shibboleth’, they couldn’t say it like the Israelites who lived on the west side of the 

Jordan. The word ‘shibboleth’ means either ‘ear of grain’ or ‘flowing stream’. 

With this word, the people from the tribe of Ephraim were easily identified by their dialect. They had a hard time 

pronouncing the ‘h’ in Shibboleth and said Sibboleth instead, therefore giving themselves away. As a result, 42,000 

Ephraimites were killed. 

Jephthah led Israel for six years, then he died and was buried in the town of Gilead. 

IBZAN 

‘After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel. He had thirty sons and thirty daughters. He gave his daughters away in 
marriage to those outside his clan, and for his sons he brought in thirty young women as wives from outside his clan. 

Ibzan led Israel seven years. Then Ibzan died and was buried in Bethlehem.’ Judges 12:8-10 

The only information we have about Ibzan is what is written here. He obviously had a large family and he led Israel 

for 7 years. 

He died and was buried in Bethlehem, not to be confused with the Bethlehem in Judea, this Bethlehem was a small 

village in the southwest area of Zebulun. 

ELON 

‘After him, Elon the Zebulunite led Israel ten years. Then Elon died and was buried in Aijalon in the land of 
Zebulun.’ Judges 12:11-12 

The only information we have about Elon is what is written here. 

He led Israel for 10 years, died and was buried in Aijalon which is located in the land of Zebulun. 

ABDON 

‘After him, Abdon son of Hillel, from Pirathon, led Israel. He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who rode on 
seventy donkeys. He led Israel eight years. Then Abdon son of Hillel died and was buried at Pirathon in Ephraim, in 

the hill country of the Amalekites.’ Judges 12:13-15 

The only information we have about Abdon is what is written here. 

He had a large family and he was probably wealthy as he possessed 70 donkeys. He led Israel for 8 years, died and 

was buried in Pirathon in Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites. 

The mention of the sons and daughters of these judges indicates the family influence a specific judge had among the 

people. It appears that families carried on the heritage of their fathers who were key judges. 

CHAPTER 13 
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“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered them into the hands of the Philistines 

for forty years.” Judges 13:1-2 

As we begin this chapter we see that Israel not only became apostates to wrong beliefs, but they also did that which 

was contrary to the will of God. In this case, the Philistines from the southern coastal region of Palestine inflicted 

oppression on Israel. 

The Philistines were a people of war and they possibly immigrated from Crete, Amos 9:7. They were probably in the 

Palestine area at the time Abraham arrived, Genesis 20–22. When Israel arrived, they had settled in five key cities, 

Gaza, Ashdod, Ekron, Gath and Ashkelon. 

Notice that the text tells us that they oppressed Israel for 40 years, this oppression would continue for many years to 

follow, in fact, up until the time when Samuel tells Israel to get rid of them, 1 Samuel 7. 

In this chapter, we’re introduced to possibly one of the most famous Old Testament characters who was famous not 

only for his strength but also for his riddles. 

Samson is one of those tragic heroes we find in the Bible. He was especially gifted by God but became ensnared by 

the pagan culture around him, which captured him morally and then literally. And as we shall learn, he was a man of 

great physical strength but he also was ethically weak. 

In this chapter, we read about his birth, his marriage and his vengeance and in the next chapter, we read about his 

relationship with Delilah and that infamous haircut. 

During the life of Samson, Israel’s enemy was the Philistines, who occupied Israel for 40 years and it’s from them we 

get the name Palestine. 

The Jews didn’t feel oppressed but they were affluent and apathetic, so they accepted Philistine rule. And notice, 

unlike the previous occasions, the people didn’t ask God for deliverance but they did do evil in the eyes of the Lord 

again. Nonetheless, as we shall see, God raised up Samson to wage a one-man war against the enemy. 

Why would God raise another leader, if Israel hasn’t asked for one like they did before? Well, the answer to that 

question is quite simple. 

By co-existing with pagans, complacent Israel was in danger of losing its ethnic and spiritual identity. They were in 

danger of being conformed to the Canaanite culture. And so God is going to intervene out of faithfulness to His 

covenant with Israel, and to preserve His people. 

THE BIRTH OF SAMSON 

“A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was childless, unable to give 
birth. The angel of the LORD appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become 

pregnant and give birth to a son. Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that you do not eat 
anything unclean. You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because 

the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands 
of the Philistines.” Judges 13:3-5 

Notice again that the angel of the LORD is very much involved in Israel’s dealings, Judges 2:1-5 / Judges 6:11-24. 

Notice also, that Samson was called by God before he was even born. His parents were childless and unable to 

conceive, which if you remember in Old Testament times was considered to be a sign of divine disfavour. 
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But the angel of the LORD appears to them and explains that they will have a son set apart by God as a Nazarite, 

which was a great privilege but also had a lot of responsibility with it. Let me say a few words about this Nazirite 

vow. 

For men or women, taking on a Nazarite vow meant they would consecrate themselves or dedicate their lives for 

service to God. And there were 3 stipulations regarding this divine calling, which we find in the book of Numbers 

6:1-21. 

1. Numbers 6:3-4 tells us that they couldn’t partake of the ‘fruit of the vine’, which meant they were to abstain from 

drinking wine, in order to live a simple and sober life. 

Judges 13:4 tells us that even Samson’s mother had to abstain during her pregnancy, as Samson was set apart from 

the womb. 

2. Numbers 6:5 tells us that Nazirites had to refrain from cutting their hair as an observable sign of their vow. 

3. Numbers 6:6-7 tells us that Nazirites were to avoid contact with a dead body, which would disqualify them for 

tabernacle worship. 

And so, to take the Nazirite vow was indeed a privilege for any man or woman to take but it also carried with it a lot 

of responsibility. 

‘Then the woman went to her husband and told him, “A man of God came to me. He looked like an angel of God, 
very awesome. I didn’t ask him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me his name. But he said to me, ‘You will 

become pregnant and have a son. Now then, drink no wine or other fermented drink and do not eat anything unclean, 
because the boy will be a Nazirite of God from the womb until the day of his death.’” Then Manoah prayed to the 
LORD: “Pardon your servant, Lord. I beg you to let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to 
bring up the boy who is to be born.” God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she 
was out in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. The woman hurried to tell her husband, “He’s here! 
The man who appeared to me the other day!” Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he 

said, “Are you the man who talked to my wife?” “I am,” he said. So Manoah asked him, “When your words are 
fulfilled, what is to be the rule that governs the boy’s life and work?” The angel of the LORD answered, “Your wife 

must do all that I have told her. She must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other 
fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do everything I have commanded her.” Judges 13:6-14 

Manoah’s wife reports the appearance of the Angel of the LORD to her husband. The Angel of the God reconfirms 

the words spoken before. Since the angel of God announced that Manoah would have a unique child, then Manoah 

asked the angel for instructions concerning how the child should be raised. 

The angel answered by stating again that the child should observe the rites of a Nazarite. By doing so, it was God 

who made the decision concerning whether Samson would be a Nazarite. 

God honoured Manoah’s request for confirmation but He didn’t answer this request to know the future. He simply 

called Manoah and his wife to obey what God already told them to do. 

‘Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “We would like you to stay until we prepare a young goat for you.” The 
angel of the LORD replied, “Even though you detain me, I will not eat any of your food. But if you prepare a burnt 
offering, offer it to the LORD.” (Manoah did not realize that it was the angel of the LORD.) Then Manoah inquired 

of the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may honour you when your word comes true?” He replied, 
“Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” Then Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain 
offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD. And the LORD did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife 

watched: As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing 
this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground.’ Judges 13:15-20 

The appearance of an angel was so vivid that Manoah assumed that food should be served to him after the custom of 

the hospitality of the Israelites. 
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Here, the Angel of the LORD shows Himself to be God, in the sense that He didn’t need a meal but will accept a 

sacrificial offering made unto the LORD. 

Notice that Manoah asked what the angel of the LORD’s name was. The Hebrew word used here for ‘beyond 

understanding’ can be translated as ‘incomprehensible’ or ‘wonderful’. The same word is used in Psalm 

139:6 and Isaiah 9:6. In other words, if the angel of God gave Manoah his name, she shouldn’t be able to understand 

it. 

Notice also that they fell on their face, this is the natural response for anyone who is in the presence of God. Anyone 

who finds themselves in the presence of God will naturally fall down and worship Him. The Angel of the LORD 

proved He was wonderful by doing a wondrous thing, He ascended in the flame of sacrifice to heaven. 

“When the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the 
angel of the LORD. “We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” But his wife answered, “If 
the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, nor 

shown us all these things or now told us this.” Judges 13:21-23 

Remember the Jews believed if they saw an angel it was a sign to them, that they were about to die, that’s why 

Manoah was panicking. 

He assumed that he and his wife would die because they had come into such close contact with God, Genesis 

32:30 / Exodus 20:19 / Exodus 33:20 / Isaiah 6:5. But there is no doubt that God presented Himself in the form of an 

angel, Exodus 33:20. 

Notice something else here, his wife’s name is never mentioned but just because she isn’t named shouldn’t distract us 

from her faith. While Manoah is panicking, his wife calmly brings her husband back to reality by reminding him of 

the facts. 

Sometimes we get so caught up in an event, we don’t want to accept the reality of what has happened. But there are 

times when we need someone else to remind us of those realities. And Manoah’s faithful wife, the unnamed hero was 

there to do just that. 

She more or less says to him, if God was going to kill them, then why would He bother to tell us His plans for the 

unborn child? If God was going to kill us why would He accept our worship? 

“The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed him, and the Spirit of the 
LORD began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol”. Judges 13:24-25 

The name Samson means ‘sun-lie’, or possibly the Chaldean meaning, ‘to serve’. From his youth, the Lord began to 

reveal to Samson that he was a unique person. 

We’re not told what happened as a result of the Lord urging him to do certain things, other than what is explained in 

the next four chapters. 

CHAPTER 14 

“Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. When he returned, he said to his father and 
mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.” His father and mother replied, 
“Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised 
Philistines to get a wife?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.” (His parents 

did not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time 
they were ruling over Israel.)” Judges 14:1-4 
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SAMSON’S MARRIAGE 

As we enter this chapter, it seems that the only way to motivate Samson to combat the Philistines was to get him 

angry over losing his bride and losing face. The text tells us a Philistine girl catches Samson’s eye and it was 

definitely ‘lust at first sight’. 

Samson tells his parents to arrange the marriage, dismissing their objections, Proverbs 17:21. But his parents are 

appalled that he would want to marry a pagan girl, someone who was outside of God’s covenant with Israel. 

It’s quite clear that Samson totally disregarded his parent’s authority and so in the process, he was breaking the fifth 

commandment to ‘honour your mother and father’, Exodus 20:12. 

And as we shall see over the next few chapters, Samson’s fatal attraction to Philistine women was going to be his 

downfall. The text literally says that Samson argues with his parents and says, ‘she is right in my eyes’. 

What’s so important about that? Well, remember the theme for the Book of Judges, ‘every man did what was right in 

his own eyes’ Judges 17:6. And so Samson is no exception in this instance. 

But God as we have seen time and time again through the Book of Judges has a way of using people’s weaknesses to 

accomplish His will, 1 Corinthians 1:27. 

The only good result of this union was the destruction of God’s enemies. And so God was going to use Samson’s 

moral weakness to accomplish His purpose, and that was to confront the Philistines. 

“Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, 
suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him so that he tore 
the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother 

what he had done. Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her.” Judges 14:5-7 

On a visit to arrange his wedding, Samson is attacked by a lion, and here, he discovers his miraculous strength and 

without any weapon, he tears the lion apart. 

We sometimes picture him as some pumped-up superman, but the reality is, he was more likely an ordinary-looking 

person, which is in theme with the people God chooses to deliver His people. 

It was evident that God had given Samson his strength because the text says that ‘the Spirit of the Lord came 

powerfully upon him’. So we need to understand that he didn’t become strong by working out, he became strong 

because God was working through him. 

Why didn’t he tell anyone about what happened? Samson doesn’t tell anyone about the lion incident, because he 

would have to undergo a lengthy cleansing ritual at the tabernacle. But the main reason was he was simply too busy 

taking care of personal interests. 

There are times when we simply get too busy looking after our own needs that we neglect to do what’s more 

important. Samson isn’t putting God first, He’s putting his own needs first and we too can easily put our own needs 

before God if we’re not careful, Proverbs 3:6. 

‘Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a 
swarm of bees and some honey. He scooped out the honey with his hands and ate as he went along. When he re-

joined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from 
the lion’s carcass. Now his father went down to see the woman. And there Samson held a feast, as was customary for 

young men. When the people saw him, they chose thirty men to be his companions. “Let me tell you a riddle,” 
Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer within the seven days of the feast, I will give you thirty linen 

garments and thirty sets of clothes. If you can’t tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments and thirty 
sets of clothes.” “Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it. Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, 
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something sweet. On the fourth1  day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Coax your husband into explaining the riddle for 

us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to death. Did you invite us here to steal our property?” Judges 
14:8-15 

On his return trip sees the lion carcass occupied by a hive of bees, and he devises a clever riddle. Riddles were given 

great importance in the ancient world and when you think about Samson himself, his whole life was a riddle. 

And as the wedding was being prepared, Samson wagers his riddle as a challenge to the 30 groomsmen. 

Just as a side note, the next time you’re in the supermarket shopping for honey, pick up a jar of Lyle’s Golden Syrup 

and you’ll see on the front of it, a picture of a yellow lion and you’ll find these very words written on the front. 

Samson is obviously talking about the lion carcass with the beehives inside of it and because the wedding feast would 

last 7 days, that would give them a week to figure it out. 

But they were stumped and determined the only way to solve the riddle and win the bet was by threatening Samson’s 

bride. 

“Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really love me. You’ve given my 
people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” “I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother,” he replied, 
“so why should I explain it to you?” She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day he finally told 
her, because she continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle to her people. If you had not ploughed with 

my heifer, you would not have solved my riddle.” Judges 14:16-18 

I mentioned earlier that Samson’s weakness was Philistine women and here we see his weakness again. His wife’s 

tears unlock the secret and when the groomsmen so easily and persuasively solve Samson’s riddle, his anger is 

aroused, and he correctly concludes that they pressured the answer from his bride. 

And he goes on to rebuke them, but I don’t know about you but I don’t think my wife would like to be called a heifer. 

This basically means ‘if you had not slept with my wife’. 

‘Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their 
men, stripped them of everything and gave their clothes to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with anger, 
he returned to his father’s home. And Samson’s wife was given to one of his companions who had attended him at 

the feast.’ Judges 14:19-20 

God moved Samson through His Spirit to take vengeance, slaughtering 30 Philistines. And I’m sure that his leaving 

the celebration feast must have been awkward for his bride and her family. 

His angry departure suggests that he simply abandoned his bride, making the marriage invalid. In his anger, Samson 

didn’t complete the marriage ceremony and because he left, the father of the bride assumed that Samson was no 

longer interested in her. She was then given to a friend of Samson, which friend could have been a Philistine. 

If Samson learned anything from this event, he learned just how deceitful the Philistines really were. 

CHAPTER 15 

“Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and went to visit his wife. He said, “I’m going to 
my wife’s room.” But her father would not let him go in. “I was so sure you hated her,” he said, “that I gave her to 

your companion. Isn’t her younger sister more attractive? Take her instead.” Samson said to them, “This time I have 
a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really harm them. He went out and caught three hundred foxes and tied 

them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the 
standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive 
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groves. When the Philistines asked, “Who did this?” they were told, “Samson, the Timnite’s son-in-law, because his 
wife was given to his companion.” So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father to death.” Judges 15:1-6 

SAMSON’S VENGEANCE ON THE PHILISTINES 

In this chapter, we see that Samson continues to wreak havoc on the enemy, to the point that his own countrymen 

become fearful. When Samson returns to claim his bride, he discovers that she has been given in marriage to his ‘best 

man’. 

The father of Samson’s wife assumed that he had rejected his Philistine bride because she had betrayed him in telling 

the secret of his riddle, Judges 14:19-20. Because of this, Samson felt justified to bring calamity upon the Philistines 

by destroying their source of food. 

We can only begin to imagine how Samson must have felt at this point, deceived, betrayed by his wife to be and her 

father-in-law, he was raging mad. Can you imagine this event? Catching one fox would be hard enough but catching 

300 and fastening a torch to their tails is something else. 

And I’m sure the animal rights campaigners would have had a field day with this event but he destroys the Philistine 

vineyards and olive groves with ‘fox-fire’. 

But if we think that Samson was raging mad, the text tells us that the Philistines were so mad they retaliated by 

killing his almost bride and father-in-law. 

‘Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, I swear that I won’t stop until I get my revenge on you.” He 
attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them. Then he went down and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam. 
The Philistines went up and camped in Judah, spreading out near Lehi. The people of Judah asked, “Why have you 
come to fight us?” “We have come to take Samson prisoner,” they answered, “to do to him as he did to us.” Then 
three thousand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to Samson, “Don’t you realize 

that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have you done to us?” He answered, “I merely did to them what they did 
to me.” Judges 15:7-11 

After Samson had killed many other Philistines, the text tells us that Israel, fearing further retaliation, retaliated 

against themselves. Wanting peace at any cost, Samson’s countrymen handed him over to the Philistines, which tells 

us a lot about their spiritual depravity. 

But the Philistines didn’t have any quarrels with the Israelites as a whole, it was just with Samson. The Israelites 

resented Samson’s exploits, and regarded him as a troublemaker, why? 

Simply because they couldn’t see that it was the Spirit of the Lord working in Samson. And they couldn’t or wouldn’t 

see that God was working in and through Samson until they witnessed his supernatural massacre of the enemy. 

Notice what God’s very own people said to him next. 

“We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the Philistines.” Samson said, “Swear to me that you won’t kill me 
yourselves.” “Agreed,” they answered. “We will only tie you up and hand you over to them. We will not kill you.” So 

they bound him with two new ropes and led him up from the rock.” Judges 15:12-13 

The text says they came to tie him up and after assuring Samson that his own people won’t kill him, he allows them 

to do so. Samson allows himself to be taken captive, why? Because he has a plan. 

“As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 
him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh 
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jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s jawbone I 
have made donkeys of them. With a donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.” When he finished speaking, he 

threw away the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi.” Judges 15:14-17 

Arriving before the gloating enemy, the ropes tightly binding Samson burst into pieces. And grabbing an improvised 

weapon, a donkey’s jawbone, Samson slays a thousand Philistines. And that place was called Ramath Lehi which 

means ‘Jawbone Hill’. 

But once again in his anger because of his motives for revenge, he violated God’s law. The jawbone which he used to 

kill the Philistines was from a dead donkey and so it was classed as an unclean object. He was supposed to stay clear 

of anything dead according to the Nazarite vow he had taken, Numbers 6:6-7. 

“Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the LORD, “You have given your servant this great victory. Must I now 
die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” Then God opened up the hollow place in Lehi, and water 

came out of it. When Samson drank, his strength returned and he revived. So the spring was called En Hakkore, and it 
is still there in Lehi. Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines.” Judges 15:18-20 

Some commentators claim that Samson took the credit for the victory but the text clearly tells us otherwise. And 

seeing the undeniable work of God in this massacre, Israel finally accepts Samson as their judge. 

Samson’s struggle with passion and lust was much like his battle with the lion. He achieved God’s purpose, but his 

life could have been so much more victorious if he had exercised some self-control. His acts of deliverance were by-

products of his fury and infatuation, Ephesians 4:26. 

We cannot excuse Samson’s behaviour, but we can draw some comfort in knowing that if God’s grace can extend to 

a person like Samson, it can extend to us, Ephesians 6:10. 

And yes, we may feel as flawed as Samson and we may even think we’re beyond hope, but there is hope, 1 

Corinthians 10:13. God loves us and He desperately wants us to walk with Him in His ways. 

He loves us so much that He sent the perfect Champion, far greater than Samson, to save us from sin, death, and hell 

and His Name is Jesus. 

Samson defeated a lion but Jesus has defeated Satan, who’s described as ‘a roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour’ in 1 Peter 5:8. 

CHAPTER 16 

“One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute. He went in to spend the night with her.” Judges 16:1 

The Israelites were in this cycle of sin, instead of driving out the Canaanites as God asked them to. They would allow 

the Canaanites to influence them and they ended up joining them in their practices which led to idolatry. 

When they got to the point where they were being oppressed, they cried out to God for a saviour and so God raised 

judges to deliver them. But not long after that deliverer died, they got involved with the Canaanites and Philistines 

again and the sin cycle started all over again. 

Christians aren’t sinless, but they genuinely try to sin less and resist evil. Many Christians today find themselves still 

in bondage to the very things they should have gotten rid of at the beginning of their Christian journey. 

And in this chapter, we find that Samson has the same problem. Samson is a man who became very much enslaved 

by his own cravings. 
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Yes, he strangled a lion but as we shall see, he couldn’t strangle his lust. Yes, he burst the ropes which bound him but 

as we shall see, he was bound by his appetite. 

He burned the enemy’s crops, yet he was inflamed with desire for their women. Yes, he was strong, but he wasn’t 

really in control and yes, he could conquer his enemies but sadly, he couldn’t conquer himself. 

One of the things I love about the Bible is its honesty and openness when it comes to Bible heroes. The Bible tells us 

about people’s high points as well as their failings. And in the very first verse, is one of those verses concerning 

Samson. 

Notice the author of Judges tells it as it is, he doesn’t try to cover up Samson’s scandalous behaviour. 

Think about what Samson is doing, He’s supposed to live a life dedicated to God. He’s supposed to be God’s 

deliverer, He’s supposed to be the saviour of Israel. 

I mean, didn’t Samson feel any sense of shame in seeing a prostitute and associating with the enemy? Samson is a 

total embarrassment to Israel. 

Samson sowing his seeds, is going to have consequences and his sin is going to be reaped later in his very own 

destruction with Delilah, in other words, sin has consequences. 

“The people of Gaza were told, “Samson is here!” So they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at 
the city gate. They made no move during the night, saying, “At dawn we’ll kill him.” But Samson lay there only until 

the middle of the night. Then he got up and took hold of the doors of the city gate, together with the two posts, and 
tore them loose, bar and all. He lifted them to his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron”. 

Judges 16:2-3 

The people of Gaza know that Samson is there, so it’s not as though he was trying to keep a low profile. The 

Philistines thought to themselves, ‘I know, we’ll secure the city gates and we’ll lock him in.’ 

But what does Samson do? Samson lifts the gates with his enormous might and carries them to Hebron, which is 

some 40 miles away. What? Just pause for a moment and think about this. It’s estimated that these gates may have 

weighed over a thousand pounds and he carried them 40 miles. 

We may wonder how Samson performed his amazing feats but we also have to remember that there are no limits to 

God’s power. 

Yes, Samson was an embarrassment and yes he was out of control and yes he was sinful but God still used him to 

achieve His goal. 

And what was His goal? To deliver God’s people once again from their enemies. Remember God doesn’t create evil 

men but He does use evil men to accomplish His plans. 

In Bible times the gates of cities were considered the symbol of their strength and so in effect by removing the city 

gate, Samson totally humiliated the city of Gaza. 

And now Samson found himself on the Philistine’s ‘Most Wanted’ list. Something had to be done about him, but the 

Philistines were too afraid to take action. 

They had to learn the source of Samson’s strength which tells us that Samson couldn’t have looked like a remarkably 

strong person. And so Samson moves from one woman to another, but this is no ordinary woman, this is Delilah. 

SAMSON AND DELILAH 
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“Sometime later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. The rulers of the 

Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how 
we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of 

silver.” Judges 16:4-5 

Samson fell in love with this Philistine woman and because of his openly soft spot for women, the enemy soon 

discovered his weakness. 

Delilah becomes their ‘secret agent’ and her name has become synonymous with seduction, and she’s often blamed 

for Samson’s fall. But we have to remember the context of it all, she was merely doing her job as a loyal Philistine 

informant. She turned on the charm, and Samson was very, very vulnerable. 

‘So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued.” 
Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I’ll become as weak 
as any other man.” Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and 

she tied him with them. With men hidden in the room, she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But 
he snapped the bowstrings as easily as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to a flame. So the secret of his 

strength was not discovered. Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, 
tell me how you can be tied.” He said, “If anyone ties me securely with new ropes that have never been used, I’ll 

become as weak as any other man.” So Delilah took new ropes and tied him with them. Then, with men hidden in the 
room, she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped the ropes off his arms as if they 

were threads. Delilah then said to Samson, “All this time you have been making a fool of me and lying to me. Tell me 
how you can be tied.” He replied, “If you weave the seven braids of my head into the fabric on the loom and tighten it 

with the pin, I’ll become as weak as any other man.” So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the seven braids of his 
head, wove them into the fabric and tightened it with the pin. Again she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are 

upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and pulled up the pin and the loom, with the fabric. Then she said to him, “How 
can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and 

haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.” Judges 16:6-15 

Here we find Delilah pleading with Samson to reveal the secret of his strength. Let me ask you, what’s wrong here? 

Why is she asking him the secret to his strength? 

I would have thought that it would have been totally obvious or at least it should have been. It should’ve been 

obvious that God was the source of Samson’s strength. 

The Philistines thought that Samson was using some kind of magic or some kind of illusion. 

Isn’t it sad that Samson’s lifestyle didn’t lead them to consider that he was a religious man? As Christians, there 

should be some evidence, some observable indication that we’re following God, Matthew 5:13-14. 

This helps us understand and possibly even forgive the Philistines for thinking that God wasn’t a part of Samson’s 

life. 

And no wonder they’re asking, how on earth did this guy get so strong? And Samson who is so wrapped up ‘in love,’ 

thinks Delilah is just teasing him. And so he playfully goes along, misleading her as though this was a big joke of 

some sort. 

But as someone once said, ‘Samson was playing a game with Delilah which turned out to be Russian roulette, and he 

bought the bullet.’ 

We would think that Samson would have learned his lesson from his previous experiences with other Philistine 

women. Remember back in Judges 14, his promised wife to be, persuaded him to reveal his riddle. He hasn’t learned 

anything, because Delilah entices him to disclose the sacred mystery of his strength. 



63 

But not only has Samson got a bad memory but so have the Philistines, Judges 16:22. The Philistines have also got a 

bad memory because they forgot what happened a few days ago back in Judges 15, where they actually did tie him up 

with new ropes but he broke loose. 

It’s pretty obvious that Samson was infatuated with Delilah and wasn’t thinking straight. As someone else once said, 

‘rather than break his relationship with Delilah, he allowed it to break him’. And so Delilah becomes like a nagging 

wife, Proverbs 27:15. 

Frustrated Delilah sobs and questions his love, and so he tells her of his vow. 

“With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of it. So he told her everything. “No 
razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s 

womb. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.” When 
Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he 
has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. After putting him to 

sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his 
strength left him.” Judges 16:16-19 

I don’t think Samson knew what love was and he simply couldn’t resist Delilah’s allure and persuasion, so he gives 

his enemy the answer they have been looking for. 

It’s commonly believed by some that it was Delilah who cut Samson’s hair and even in quiz shows people who 

answer that question always give Delilah as the answer. But that’s not what the text says, the text clearly tells us that 

she called someone else to do it. 

And then we come to one of the saddest verses we find within the Scriptures. 

“Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before 
and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him”. Judges 16:20 

What a sad scene this is, isn’t it? Samson lost his hair, but he lost something else even more important, he lost the 

presence of the Lord. 

Samson had broken other aspects of his Nazarite vow, yet he didn’t get punished for it. Yes, it’s possible that he 

didn’t think anything would happen, after all, he wasn’t really living the life of a Nazarite who had taken a vow. 

And Samson’s hair by itself didn’t make him strong, but, it was the most observable sign of his vow, which set him 

apart as a Nazarite. In other words, by cutting his hair, he’s actually cutting his tie to God. Samson had grown 

insensitive, he was bound by his appetite, and he was blinded by his desires and then literally blinded and bound. 

The one thing which showed the world that Samson belonged to God was his hair and he ended up losing that and the 

Lord’s presence too, Psalm 51:11. 

“Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, 
they set him to grinding grain in the prison. But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved”. 

Judges 16:21-22 

The Philistines who were now full of themselves, captured Samson, cruelly gouge out his eyes, and throw him into a 

dark cell. They put him to work grinding corn, which was tedious and degrading labour, the kind of work that only 

slaves would perform. 

It was only back in Judges 15 that we found Samson burning their grain, but here we find him grinding the enemy’s 

grain. Many commentators believe that Samson’s time in prison became a place and time of his repentance. And I 

believe that too because the text very quietly says, ‘the hair on his head began to grow again’. 
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It’s almost as if the author of Judges is softly reminding us that God isn’t finished with Samson yet. And so as his 

hair begins to grow, it’s possible his faith in God begins to grow too. After all, we find Samson listed in the Hebrews 

hall of faith as a man who demonstrated what faith is, Hebrews 11:32. 

And if this teaches us anything, it should teach us that the power of faith isn’t in the amount of faith we may have, but 

in the Object of our faith, that is, God. 

THE DEATH OF SAMSON 

‘Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, 
“Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” When the people saw him, they praised their god, 

saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste our land and multiplied our slain.” 
While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the 
prison, and he performed for them. When they stood him among the pillars, Samson said to the servant who held his 
hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” Now the temple 

was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three 
thousand men and women watching Samson perform.’ Judges 16:23-27 

The text tells us that the Philistines held a huge celebration at the Temple of Dagon, who was their god of grain. And 

they decide to use the occasion to party over captured Samson, who has become a symbol of Israel’s shameful defeat, 

a trophy of their conquest. 

The five lords of the Philistines, along with over 3,000 men and women are present. It wouldn’t have been surprising 

for Delilah to be seated at a place of honour. 

The one person the Philistines feared the most, the man, those well-armed soldiers were scared to confront, is now led 

into the pagan temple by a servant and he’s brought to the temple to amuse his captors. 

But while all the celebrations are going on, Samson does something he should have been doing all his life, he prayed. 

“Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge 
on the Philistines for my two eyes.” Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. 
Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, “Let me die with 
the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. 

Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.” Judges 16:28-30 

Samson prays to God, and God grants him one final burst of strength, Psalm 50:15. He asks for justification and death 

because he now realises he would rather sacrifice his own life and die with the Philistines than be bound by them. 

Some people believe his final prayer is typical of Samson, self-serving, it’s all about him. But I believe he truly 

repented and we need to remember that out of all of Israel, he’s the only one willing to fight the enemy on Israel’s 

behalf. 

Just as a side note of interest, archaeologists have uncovered Philistine temples around the period of the Judges. Their 

construction design shows them having two large wooden columns on stone bases in the centre of the building, 

supporting the roof. 

And so the drunken laughter turns to screams as Samson literally brings the house down. Many are killed instantly, 

others are trampled to death by the panicked mob and among the dead is the powerless idol Dagon. 

The Philistines who used this occasion to mock Israel’s God, along with His champion, came full circle and God once 

again is victorious. 
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“His brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought him back and buried him between 

Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years.” Judges 16:31 

And so Samson is dead and it seems as though, even though Samson is dead, the Philistines are still afraid of him. So 

fearful of him in fact, that they quietly turn his corpse over to his family for burial, rather than defile it. 

Samson could resist anything but temptation and time and time again we’re warned in Scripture to flee temptation. 

Yes, we all have our own weaknesses but we need to recognise that when we choose to sin, we’re choosing to rebel, 

we’re choosing to live contrary to the will of God. And just like Samson, we can very quickly find ourselves where 

either sin controls our lives, or God controls our lives. 

We know that Samson didn’t complete the job of delivering Israel from Philistine oppression because he lasted only 

twenty years. That delivery accomplishment didn’t happen until the prophet Samuel and King David came along. 

And we can only speculate on what Samson might have achieved had he more carefully followed his 

calling, Colossians 3:23-24. 

CHAPTER 17 

‘Now a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver 
that were taken from you and about which I heard you utter a curse—I have that silver with me; I took it.” Then his 
mother said, “The LORD bless you, my son!” When he returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, 

she said, “I solemnly consecrate my silver to the LORD for my son to make an image overlaid with silver. I will give 
it back to you.” So after he returned the silver to his mother, she took two hundred shekels of silver and gave them to 
a silversmith, who used them to make the idol. And it was put in Micah’s house. Now this man Micah had a shrine, 

and he made an ephod and some household gods and installed one of his sons as his priest. In those days Israel had no 
king; everyone did as they saw fit.’ Judges 17:1-6 

MICAH’S IDOLS 

As we have seen over the last few chapters, the days of the Judges were Israel’s darkest age. A time of lawlessness, 

confusion, and idolatry, in other words, it was a moral mess. It was a troubling time of near anarchy, which is always 

going to happen when societies reject absolute law and develop their own. 

In the remaining chapters, we’re going to read about idolatry, theft, murder, sodomy, rape, kidnapping, and civil war. 

We’re going to see that Israel’s enemy is no longer external but internal and we’re going to read about things which 

we could easily read about today on the front page of any modern newspaper. 

This chapter begins by telling us that Micah’s mother didn’t know that her son had stolen the family’s silver. When 

the superstitious Micah heard that his mother had uttered a curse on the thief, he restored the stolen property. Notice 

that Micah’s house was filled with idols, which were carved out of wood, stone and metal. 

Micah stole a bunch of silver from his mother but later gives it back to her. She’s very happy about that, and so, she 

uses the silver to make a graven image for her son so he can worship God in his own house. 

Micah throws a few other valuable idols into his house too and decides that with all these images in his house, he 

might as well make his son a priest and turn his house into a temple. 
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Why did Micah and his mother do this? ‘In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit’. In other 

words, Israel had turned to man instead of turning to God as their King and so they become a law unto themselves. 

‘A young Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who had been living within the clan of Judah, left that town in search of 
some other place to stay. On his way he came to Micah’s house in the hill country of Ephraim. Micah asked him, 

“Where are you from?” “I’m a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah,” he said, “and I’m looking for a place to stay.” Then 
Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father and priest, and I’ll give you ten shekels of silver a year, your 

clothes and your food.” So the Levite agreed to live with him, and the young man became like one of his sons to him. 
Then Micah installed the Levite, and the young man became his priest and lived in his house. And Micah said, “Now 

I know that the LORD will be good to me, since this Levite has become my priest.” Judges 17:7-13 

When this young Levite comes along, Micah decided that he would be perfect to act as his father and priest and so, he 

more or less pays for him to do so. 

The term ‘father’ refers to a position of respect and influence, the term ‘priest’ refers to the God-designated office the 

Levites were to have among the people of Israel. 

The Levites were to work among all the people of Israel and they certainly weren’t to be bought and confined to a 

particular individual or group of people in Israel, Luke 4:42-44. 

Micah’s feeling pretty good right now and he says, ‘now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since this Levite 

has become my priest.’ 

Micah more or less bought his own personal religious officer in hope that God would bless his idolatrous beliefs and 

behaviour. 

Here is a man who is now getting into idolatry, creating his own priest, making it official because the priest is a 

Levite and it’s all done in the comfort of his own home. Why? ‘In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they 

saw fit.’ 

CHAPTER 18 

‘In those days Israel had no king. And in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking a place of their own where 
they might settle, because they had not yet come into an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. So the Danites sent 
five of their leading men from Zorah and Eshtaol to spy out the land and explore it. These men represented all the 

Danites. They told them, “Go, explore the land.” So they entered the hill country of Ephraim and came to the house 
of Micah, where they spent the night. When they were near Micah’s house, they recognized the voice of the young 
Levite; so they turned in there and asked him, “Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? Why are 
you here?” He told them what Micah had done for him, and said, “He has hired me and I am his priest.” Then they 

said to him, “Please inquire of God to learn whether our journey will be successful.” The priest answered them, “Go 
in peace. Your journey has the LORD’s approval.” Judges 18:1-6 

THE DANITES SETTLE IN LAISH 

The author of Judges begins with the words, ‘in those day Israel had no king’, which implies there’s no leadership 

and what we’re about to read isn’t going to be God led. Israel has the appearance of formal religion, but their religion 

isn’t based upon God’s Word. 
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Remember, in the Book of Joshua we find that the tribe of Dan had the least success in conquering their allotted 

territory, so they seek out other lands. 

And so in these lawless circumstances, a group of Danites are looking for a place to settle down with their families 

and they send out five strong men to find a suitable spot. 

While they’re in Micah’s town, they recognise his Levite priest, whom they had bumped into before. When they see 

that he’s become a priest, they ask him to counsel with God to see where they should go to find a home, even though 

God had already told them where to live. 

The Levite tells them that God will help them and they find a really nice, spacious, secure city called Laish whose 

people don’t guard it very well. 

‘So the five men left and came to Laish, where they saw that the people were living in safety, like the Sidonians, at 
peace and secure. And since their land lacked nothing, they were prosperous. Also, they lived a long way from the 
Sidonians and had no relationship with anyone else. When they returned to Zorah and Eshtaol, their fellow Danites 
asked them, “How did you find things?” They answered, “Come on, let’s attack them! We have seen the land, and it 
is very good. Aren’t you going to do something? Don’t hesitate to go there and take it over. When you get there, you 

will find an unsuspecting people and a spacious land that God has put into your hands, a land that lacks nothing 
whatever.” Judges 18:7-10 

The Danites found a city nearby that was not occupied by Israelites, Laish was a Canaanite city about 77 miles north 

of Mount Ephraim. Notice they lived in safety like the Sidonians, this was a group that God told Israel to drive out of 

the land of Canaan, Joshua 13:4. 

Seeing that the land was good and the city was not heavily defended, the Danites believed this would be a good city 

to conquer and take as their own territory. 

The residents of this village made the same mistake as the Israelites at this time in their history. They lived 

independently from anyone with whom they could unite if they were attacked by others. Because of their desire to 

live so independently from others, they were more prone to attacks from raiders as no one would come to their help. 

‘Then six hundred men of the Danites, armed for battle, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol. On their way they set up 
camp near Kiriath Jearim in Judah. This is why the place west of Kiriath Jearim is called Mahaneh Dan to this day. 

From there they went on to the hill country of Ephraim and came to Micah’s house. Then the five men who had spied 
out the land of Laish said to their fellow Danites, “Do you know that one of these houses has an ephod, some 

household gods and an image overlaid with silver? Now you know what to do.” So they turned in there and went to 
the house of the young Levite at Micah’s place and greeted him. The six hundred Danites, armed for battle, stood at 
the entrance of the gate. The five men who had spied out the land went inside and took the idol, the ephod and the 

household gods while the priest and the six hundred armed men stood at the entrance of the gate. When the five men 
went into Micah’s house and took the idol, the ephod and the household gods, the priest said to them, “What are you 
doing?” They answered him, “Be quiet! Don’t say a word. Come with us and be our father and priest. Isn’t it better 
that you serve a tribe and clan in Israel as priest rather than just one man’s household?” The priest was very pleased. 
He took the ephod, the household gods and the idol and went along with the people. Putting their little children, their 
livestock and their possessions in front of them, they turned away and left. When they had gone some distance from 
Micah’s house, the men who lived near Micah were called together and overtook the Danites. As they shouted after 
them, the Danites turned and said to Micah, “What’s the matter with you that you called out your men to fight?” He 
replied, “You took the gods I made, and my priest, and went away. What else do I have? How can you ask, ‘What’s 
the matter with you?’” The Danites answered, “Don’t argue with us, or some of the men may get angry and attack 

you, and you and your family will lose your lives.” So the Danites went their way, and Micah, seeing that they were 
too strong for him, turned around and went back home.’ Judges 18:11-26 

The spies decide that Laish is the place for them, and they return to their families and gather 600 warriors. On their 

way to conquer Laish, they pass near Micah’s house and the five spies go with their army to say hi to their Levite 

friend. 
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While they’re there, they decide to steal Micah’s idols and convince their friend to leave Micah’s house and be their 

priest instead. 

When Micah discovers what has happened, he goes on to protest about what they have done. When the Danites took 

Micah’s silver idols and graven images, and his priest, they had essentially taken his riches and his religious security. 

Micah has no idea that his priest has betrayed him, he has no idea that his priest has left for a better offer. And so, as 

they’re making off like bandits, Micah and his friends chase them but went back home when they realised that the 

Danites were simply too strong for him. 

What Micah had was a perversion of religion, it was a mixture of pagan idolatry and Judaism. And if he was alive 

today, he would be the type of man who would likely consult his daily horoscope or call a psychic. But his problem 

began long before his assets were stolen, he had next to nothing anyway, he just didn’t realize it. 

The irony in all this is, is that Micah’s name means ‘who is like God?’, yet God was far from being involved in his 

life. Micah had long lost God before he lost his idols and so it shouldn’t be a surprise to him when his things get 

stolen, after all, ‘in those days Israel had no king’, Judges 18:1. 

‘Then they took what Micah had made, and his priest, and went on to Laish, against a people at peace and secure. 
They attacked them with the sword and burned down their city. There was no one to rescue them because they lived a 

long way from Sidon and had no relationship with anyone else. The city was in a valley near Beth Rehob. The 
Danites rebuilt the city and settled there. They named it Dan after their ancestor Dan, who was born to Israel—though 

the city used to be called Laish. There the Danites set up for themselves the idol, and Jonathan son of Gershom, the 
son of Moses, and his sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of the captivity of the land. They continued 

to use the idol Micah had made, all the time the house of God was in Shiloh.’ Judges 18:27-31 

After taking Micah’s idols, graven images and priest, the Danites go on to conquer Laish and move in because there 

were no kings or judges, there was no one to stop them and they also rename it, Dan. The city of Dan became the 

northernmost outpost of the nation of Israel in the land of Palestine, Judges 20:1 / 1 Samuel 3:20. 

Jonathan was probably the name of Micah’s Levite priest, Judges 17:7-13. The Jew believe that Gershom was indeed 

the son of Moses. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following concerning ‘the captivity of the land’. 

‘It is amazing to this writer that the same radical scholars who can find thirty ‘interpolations’ or ‘glosses’ in a single 

chapter are absolutely blind to such a thing when they actually encounter one. That there are indeed editorial 

additions to the sacred text here and there cannot be denied, as for example in those places where the sacred writer’s 

death and burial are recorded. An example is found in Joshua 24:29-30, and another is in Deuteronomy 34:5-8. 

The phrase noted here is possibly an editorial addition at a later time than that of Samuel’s narration. If these words 

mean ‘after the Assyrian captivity’, then Samuel who died centuries earlier could not have written them. Baigent 

stated that ‘until the day of the captivity’ is a later editorial insertion, and the date indicated here is probably that of 

the fall of the Northern Israel, circa 721 B.C. Furthermore, this appears to mean that the apostasy of Dan was never 

healed but continued until the Assyrians captured and depopulated Northern Israel.’ 

It’s interesting to note that the house of God, that is, the tabernacle was in Shiloh. In other words, because the Danites 

had set up their own place of worship, there were two places of worship, one for the true God and one for idolatry. 

This was the beginning of established idolatry in Israel in the Promised Land. What started as individual idolatry in 

Micah’s home, Judges 17:1-6, led to the tribe of Dan becoming idolaters. 

All this happened because ‘in those days Israel had no king’, Judges 18:1. 
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CHAPTER 19 

‘In those days Israel had no king. Now a Levite who lived in a remote area in the hill country of Ephraim took a 
concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. But she was unfaithful to him. She left him and went back to her parents’ home 
in Bethlehem, Judah. After she had been there four months, her husband went to her to persuade her to return. He had 
with him his servant and two donkeys. She took him into her parents’ home, and when her father saw him, he gladly 
welcomed him. His father-in-law, the woman’s father, prevailed on him to stay; so he remained with him three days, 

eating and drinking, and sleeping there. On the fourth day they got up early and he prepared to leave, but the 
woman’s father said to his son-in-law, “Refresh yourself with something to eat; then you can go.” So the two of them 
sat down to eat and drink together. Afterward the woman’s father said, “Please stay tonight and enjoy yourself.” And 
when the man got up to go, his father-in-law persuaded him, so he stayed there that night. On the morning of the fifth 

day, when he rose to go, the woman’s father said, “Refresh yourself. Wait till afternoon!” So the two of them ate 
together. Then when the man, with his concubine and his servant, got up to leave, his father-in-law, the woman’s 
father, said, “Now look, it’s almost evening. Spend the night here; the day is nearly over. Stay and enjoy yourself. 

Early tomorrow morning you can get up and be on your way home.” Judges 19:1-9 

A LEVITE AND HIS CONCUBINE 

As in the previous chapter, the author of Judges begins with the words, ‘in those day Israel had no king’, which 

implies there’s no leadership and what we’re about to read isn’t going to be God led. This chapter is believed by 

some people to be the most disgusting chapter in the whole Bible. 

We read about a concubine from Bethlehem who leaves her Levite husband. Many people in the Old Testament had 

concubines, Abraham, Genesis 25:6, Jacob, Genesis 35:22, Caleb, 1 Chronicles 2:46, Saul, 2 Samuel 3:7, David, 2 

Samuel 5:13, Solomon, 1 Kings 11:3, and Rehoboam, 2 Chronicles 11:21. As we know none of these relationships 

ended well. 

A concubine was one who was legally bound to a man, but not as his wife, Exodus 21:7-11 / Deuteronomy 21:10-14. 

Some scholars think that she had committed adultery against him and others think she left him because he was a bad 

husband. 

It really makes no difference either way, but she goes to her father’s house, and her husband follows her to try and 

win her back. Perhaps the father was glad to see the Levite and his daughter back together or perhaps the father was 

simply glad to have his daughter out of his house again. The father of the concubine extends the visit with a 

traditionally generous show of hospitality. 

‘But, unwilling to stay another night, the man left and went toward Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), with his two saddled 
donkeys and his concubine. When they were near Jebus and the day was almost gone, the servant said to his master, 
“Come, let’s stop at this city of the Jebusites and spend the night.” His master replied, “No. We won’t go into any 

city whose people are not Israelites. We will go on to Gibeah.” He added, “Come, let’s try to reach Gibeah or Ramah 
and spend the night in one of those places.” So they went on, and the sun set as they neared Gibeah in Benjamin. 
There they stopped to spend the night. They went and sat in the city square, but no one took them in for the night. 
That evening an old man from the hill country of Ephraim, who was living in Gibeah (the inhabitants of the place 

were Benjamites), came in from his work in the fields. When he looked and saw the traveller in the city square, the 
old man asked, “Where are you going? Where did you come from?” He answered, “We are on our way from 

Bethlehem in Judah to a remote area in the hill country of Ephraim where I live. I have been to Bethlehem in Judah 
and now I am going to the house of the LORD. No one has taken me in for the night. We have both straw and fodder 

for our donkeys and bread and wine for ourselves your servants—me, the woman and the young man with us. We 
don’t need anything.” “You are welcome at my house,” the old man said. “Let me supply whatever you need. Only 
don’t spend the night in the square.” So he took him into his house and fed his donkeys. After they had washed their 

feet, they had something to eat and drink.’ Judges 19:10-21 
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Jebus, or Jerusalem, was occupied by the Jebusites until the reign of David. He convinces her to come back with him 

and on their way home, they come to a Benjamite city called Gibeah. Instead of staying in this foreign city, the Levite 

went on to Gibeah where he and his concubine had to sleep in the street. 

The Levite and his concubine found no hospitality in Gibeah. Remember God commanded hospitality among His 

people, Leviticus 19:33-34 / Leviticus 25:35 / Matthew 25:35 / Hebrews 13:2. 

It’s getting late, but they can’t find a place to spend the night, so they just sit down on the side of the street. An old 

man sees them and graciously invites them to stay the night in his house. The only person to extend hospitality to the 

Levite and his concubine was a man from their own region. 

Notice he was going to the house of the Lord, which was in Shiloh, Judges 18:31. And so, being found in the street by 

an Ephraimite coming in from the fields, they were invited to stay in his house. 

‘While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. Pounding on the 
door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, “Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have 

sex with him.” The owner of the house went outside and said to them, “No, my friends, don’t be so vile. Since this 
man is my guest, don’t do this outrageous thing. Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his concubine. I will bring 

them out to you now, and you can use them and do to them whatever you wish. But as for this man, don’t do such an 
outrageous thing.” But the men would not listen to him. So the man took his concubine and sent her outside to them, 
and they raped her and abused her throughout the night, and at dawn they let her go. At daybreak the woman went 

back to the house where her master was staying, fell down at the door and lay there until daylight. When her master 
got up in the morning and opened the door of the house and stepped out to continue on his way, there lay his 

concubine, fallen in the doorway of the house, with her hands on the threshold. He said to her, “Get up; let’s go.” But 
there was no answer. Then the man put her on his donkey and set out for home. When he reached home, he took a 
knife and cut up his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel. Everyone 
who saw it was saying to one another, “Such a thing has never been seen or done, not since the day the Israelites 

came up out of Egypt. Just imagine! We must do something! So speak up!” Judges 19:22-30 

After he fed them and their donkeys, they’re having a great time together until they hear a pounding at the door and 

it’s a group of Benjamite locals. What do they want? 

They want to have sex with the man who was the Ephraimite’s guest, Hosea 9:9 / Hosea 10:9. This isn’t the first time 

this kind of behaviour is found in the Bible. The events which happened at Sodom in Genesis 19 with Lot, are very 

similar. 

The old man basically says, ‘no way! What’s the matter with you guys? This guy’s my guest, for crying out loud’. 

‘Tell you what, here’s his concubine. Do whatever you want to her. Here, I’ll even throw in my daughter.’ 

I don’t know about you but I don’t think this guy will be getting any ‘father of year’ awards any time soon. The men 

want this man but the Levite brings out his concubine and the men of the city take her away and rape her all night. 

They finally let her go in the morning and when she makes it back to the old man’s house where her husband spent 

the night, she collapses at front of the door. 

Her husband finds her and when he opens the door, what does he say to her? What’s the first thing that comes out of 

his mouth? ‘Get up, let’s go’. There are no words of comfort, no words of love or compassion. He more or less says 

to her, ‘good morning, sunshine! Ready to go home?’ 

I mean what planet was this guy living on? No wonder she doesn’t answer him. And so he loads her onto his donkey, 

returns home and when he arrives, what does he do? 

Does he tuck her up in bed and make her a nice cup of coffee? No. ‘He took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by 

limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel.’ 
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As we can imagine, word of this barbarism spreads across Israel, and the people are outraged. The horror of the 

dismemberment shocked all of Israel. 

It shocked the Israelites into realizing that at least portions of Israel, specifically the Benjamites, had digressed into 

total moral degradation. If what was reported was true, then the Benjamites must be punished severely for the crime, 

which we read about in the next chapter. 

The Levite acted as a self-appointed, self-righteous judge but notice what he failed to mention. He conveniently fails 

to mention that he was the one who set this poor woman up for rape and murder in order to save himself. 

No wonder this chapter is described as the most disgusting chapter in the whole Bible. But why? Why did the 

Benjamites want to have sex with that man? Why did they rape the man’s wife? Why did he take her home and cut 

her into pieces? 

‘In those days Israel had no king’. In other words, when there are no absolute laws, then anything goes. 

CHAPTER 20 

‘Then all Israel from Dan to Beersheba and from the land of Gilead came together as one and assembled before the 
LORD in Mizpah. The leaders of all the people of the tribes of Israel took their places in the assembly of God’s 
people, four hundred thousand men armed with swords. (The Benjamites heard that the Israelites had gone up to 

Mizpah.) Then the Israelites said, “Tell us how this awful thing happened.” So the Levite, the husband of the 
murdered woman, said, “I and my concubine came to Gibeah in Benjamin to spend the night. During the night the 
men of Gibeah came after me and surrounded the house, intending to kill me. They raped my concubine, and she 

died. I took my concubine, cut her into pieces and sent one piece to each region of Israel’s inheritance, because they 
committed this lewd and outrageous act in Israel. Now, all you Israelites, speak up and tell me what you have decided 

to do.” All the men rose up together as one, saying, “None of us will go home. No, not one of us will return to his 
house. But now this is what we’ll do to Gibeah: We’ll go up against it in the order decided by casting lots. We’ll take 

ten men out of every hundred from all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred from a thousand, and a thousand from ten 
thousand, to get provisions for the army. Then, when the army arrives at Gibeah in Benjamin, it can give them what 

they deserve for this outrageous act done in Israel.” So all the Israelites got together and united as one against the 
city.’ Judges 20:1-11 

THE ISRAELITES PUNISH THE BENJAMITES 

In this chapter, we see that Israel is going to destroy Benjamin for what they did to that poor woman in the previous 

chapter. The Levite husband tells his side of the story, notice that he told the truth, but rather conveniently didn’t 

mention the cruel and callous way he abandoned his concubine to the mob. 

Israelites from the northern, that is, Dan and southern, that is in Beersheba extremities of Palestine assembled in order 

to enact judgment upon Benjamin. 

In other words, all of Israel, except the Benjamites, gather to discuss this horrific affair and so, Israel decided to kill 

the men of Gibeah who did the deed. 

Notice that they are united as one, except Benjamin, this is the first time they have become one since the death of 

Joshua. What’s really sad about this, is if the Israelite army isn’t going to fight the real enemy, that is the Canaanites, 

they are getting ready to fight against one of the tribes of Israel. 
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Notice they say, ‘when the army arrives at Gibeah in Benjamin, it can give them what they deserve for this 

outrageous act done in Israel.’ This was perfectly in line with God’s commands, Deuteronomy 13:12-18. 

‘The tribes of Israel sent messengers throughout the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What about this awful crime that was 
committed among you? Now turn those wicked men of Gibeah over to us so that we may put them to death and purge 

the evil from Israel.” But the Benjamites would not listen to their fellow Israelites. From their towns, they came 
together at Gibeah to fight against the Israelites. At once the Benjamites mobilized twenty-six thousand swordsmen 

from their towns, in addition to seven hundred able young men from those living in Gibeah. Among all these soldiers 
there were seven hundred select troops who were left-handed, each of whom could sling a stone at a hair and not 
miss. Israel, apart from Benjamin, mustered four hundred thousand swordsmen, all of them fit for battle.’ Judges 

20:12-17 

It’s important to note, that the Israelites tried to solve the issue by going to war and so, they demand that the tribe of 

Benjamin give up the guilty men in Gibeah, but Benjamin refuses and so this meant war. 

It’s possible that Benjamin thought their brethren would attack them but how wrong they were. It appears that Israel’s 

disgust with the crime which happened was greater than the respect they had for Benjamin. 

Israel gathers a huge posse, including 700 left-handed soldiers who could sling stones with devastating accuracy and 

so, the tribes of Israel were now prepared for a small civil war against the tribe of Benjamin. 

‘The Israelites went up to Bethel and inquired of God. They said, “Who of us is to go up first to fight against the 
Benjamites?” The LORD replied, “Judah shall go first.” The next morning the Israelites got up and pitched camp near 

Gibeah. The Israelites went out to fight the Benjamites and took up battle positions against them at Gibeah. The 
Benjamites came out of Gibeah and cut down twenty-two thousand Israelites on the battlefield that day. But the 

Israelites encouraged one another and again took up their positions where they had stationed themselves the first day. 
The Israelites went up and wept before the LORD until evening, and they inquired of the LORD. They said, “Shall 

we go up again to fight against the Benjamites, our fellow Israelites?” The LORD answered, “Go up against 
them.”  Then the Israelites drew near to Benjamin the second day. This time, when the Benjamites came out from 

Gibeah to oppose them, they cut down another eighteen thousand Israelites, all of them armed with swords. Then all 
the Israelites, the whole army, went up to Bethel, and there they sat weeping before the LORD. They fasted that day 
until evening and presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings to the LORD. And the Israelites inquired of the 

LORD. (In those days the ark of the covenant of God was there, with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 
ministering before it.) They asked, “Shall we go up again to fight against the Benjamites, our fellow Israelites, or 

not?” The LORD responded, “Go, for tomorrow I will give them into your hands.” Judges 20:18-28 

Notice in this first battle, despite seeking the Lord, hoorah, the Israelites finally remember who God is but as we have 

seen throughout this whole book, they only seek God when things are getting tough. However, they still failed to 

defeat the Benjamites, the lost 22,000 men. 

After this first day of battle, it appeared that the Benjamites might actually successfully resist the other tribes of 

Israel. As we can imagine, Israel is getting worried, but notice they encouraged one another in the Lord, 1 Samuel 

30:6, and ask the Lord again if they should continue. Israel wept before the Lord until evening, to prepare for the next 

battle, which shows us their humility. 

On the second day of battle, Israel is defeated again by Benjamin losing 18,000 men. This means that Israel has 

suffered two defeats with the loss of 40,000 men. 

These two defeats would remind them in the future that they should never fight among themselves. Israel now repents 

before God after the second defeat. 

Notice the Ark of the covenant is mentioned, this is the only time the ark is mentioned in the Book of Judges. 

Phinehas son of Eleazar was a descent of Aaron, Numbers 25:7 / Numbers 25:11. 

It appears that God didn’t want the two days of humbling to make Israel think that they could never win and so He 

tells them to go out tomorrow and trust God. 
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‘Then Israel set an ambush around Gibeah. They went up against the Benjamites on the third day and took up 

positions against Gibeah as they had done before. The Benjamites came out to meet them and were drawn away from 
the city. They began to inflict casualties on the Israelites as before, so that about thirty men fell in the open field and 

on the roads—the one leading to Bethel and the other to Gibeah. While the Benjamites were saying, “We are 
defeating them as before,” the Israelites were saying, “Let’s retreat and draw them away from the city to the roads.” 
All the men of Israel moved from their places and took up positions at Baal Tamar, and the Israelite ambush charged 
out of its place on the west of Gibeah. Then ten thousand of Israel’s able young men made a frontal attack on Gibeah. 
The fighting was so heavy that the Benjamites did not realize how near disaster was. The LORD defeated Benjamin 

before Israel, and on that day the Israelites struck down 25,100 Benjamites, all armed with swords. Then the 
Benjamites saw that they were beaten. Now the men of Israel had given way before Benjamin, because they relied on 

the ambush they had set near Gibeah. Those who had been in ambush made a sudden dash into Gibeah, spread out 
and put the whole city to the sword. The Israelites had arranged with the ambush that they should send up a great 

cloud of smoke from the city, and then the Israelites would counterattack. The Benjamites had begun to inflict 
casualties on the Israelites (about thirty), and they said, “We are defeating them as in the first battle.” But when the 

column of smoke began to rise from the city, the Benjamites turned and saw the whole city going up in smoke. Then 
the Israelites counterattacked, and the Benjamites were terrified, because they realized that disaster had come on 

them. So they fled before the Israelites in the direction of the wilderness, but they could not escape the battle. And the 
Israelites who came out of the towns cut them down there. They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them and easily 
overran them in the vicinity of Gibeah on the east. Eighteen thousand Benjamites fell, all of them valiant fighters. As 
they turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, the Israelites cut down five thousand men along 
the roads. They kept pressing after the Benjamites as far as Gidom and struck down two thousand more. On that day 
twenty-five thousand Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of them valiant fighters. But six hundred of them turned and fled 
into the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, where they stayed four months. The men of Israel went back to Benjamin 

and put all the towns to the sword, including the animals and everything else they found. All the towns they came 
across they set on fire.’ Judges 20:29-48 

As Israel enters the third day of battle, they hide part of their army around Gibeah whilst other soldiers draw 

Benjamin’s army out of the city. 

Benjamin chases them into the highways and fields outside the city. This strategy is very similar to the strategy which 

Joshua used at Ai, Joshua 8. 

Meanwhile, the hidden warriors around Gibeah come out and ransack the city. When the Benjamites catch up to the 

Israelites, they fight hard but get driven back by Israel. 

The Israelites in Gibeah start a huge fire to signal to their army that they’ve taken the city and when the Benjamites 

realise that they’ve been fooled, they try to run into the wilderness, but the Israelites slaughter them. 

Although 25,000 Benjamites perished, 600 Benjamites escape into the wilderness to a place called the rock of 

Rimmon whilst Israel’s army continues its war against Benjamin, killing every man and beast and burning every 

Benjamite city. They destroyed the livestock and everyone they found in the region and even burned the cities. 

Isn’t this a sad affair? When brother fights against brother, it’s never a great time. 

However, as we’re about to read in the final chapter, Israel’s judgment against Benjamin was over the top and too 

severe. This is something they will come to realise and try and come up with a solution. 

CHAPTER 21 

‘The men of Israel had taken an oath at Mizpah: “Not one of us will give his daughter in marriage to a Benjamite.” 
The people went to Bethel, where they sat before God until evening, raising their voices and weeping bitterly. 

“LORD, God of Israel,” they cried, “why has this happened to Israel? Why should one tribe be missing from Israel 
today?” Early the next day the people built an altar and presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then the 
Israelites asked, “Who from all the tribes of Israel has failed to assemble before the LORD?” For they had taken a 
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solemn oath that anyone who failed to assemble before the LORD at Mizpah was to be put to death. Now the 

Israelites grieved for the tribe of Benjamin, their fellow Israelites. “Today one tribe is cut off from Israel,” they said. 
“How can we provide wives for those who are left, since we have taken an oath by the LORD not to give them any of 
our daughters in marriage?” Then they asked, “Which one of the tribes of Israel failed to assemble before the LORD 
at Mizpah?” They discovered that no one from Jabesh Gilead had come to the camp for the assembly. For when they 

counted the people, they found that none of the people of Jabesh Gilead were there. So the assembly sent twelve 
thousand fighting men with instructions to go to Jabesh Gilead and put to the sword those living there, including the 

women and children. “This is what you are to do,” they said. “Kill every male and every woman who is not a virgin.” 
They found among the people living in Jabesh Gilead four hundred young women who had never slept with a man, 

and they took them to the camp at Shiloh in Canaan.’ Judges 21:1-12 

WIVES FOR THE BENJAMITES 

In this final chapter, we read about the full effects of civil war. The Israelites realised that they had gone too far in 

their judgment of their brother, Benjamin. 

Except for 600 men, the Israelites have almost destroyed the tribe of Benjamin, and the Israelites vow to put to death 

anyone that refused to go to war against Benjamin. 

As they’re tracking down those who refused to fight, their tempers cool down and Israel starts to feel bad about their 

anti-Benjamite campaign. But they do more than just feel bad about it, they decide they simply don’t want to wipe an 

entire tribe off the face of the earth. 

Unfortunately, because of what they said, where they all swore an unbreakable oath to never allow any Benjamites to 

marry their daughters, which in effect meant that the tribe of Benjamin would eventually die out. 

And so whilst they’re trying to figure out the mess they’ve got themselves into, they discover that the inhabitants of 

Jabesh-Gilead didn’t send any soldiers to the war, they sent 12,000 soldiers to kill every male and every non-virgin 

woman. 

The army then brings back 400 virgin captives from Jabesh-Gilead. They found 400 virgins who were brought to be 

wives for the remaining Benjamites so that no tribe of Israel be lost from the lineage of Abraham. 

In all of this, someone must have asked, ‘hey, these virgins, they’re not our daughters, are they? And someone would 

have replied, ‘no’. And ‘great’ would have been the response, ‘then they can marry the Benjamites and keep their 

tribe alive’. 

‘Then the whole assembly sent an offer of peace to the Benjamites at the rock of Rimmon. So the Benjamites 
returned at that time and were given the women of Jabesh Gilead who had been spared. But there were not enough for 

all of them. The people grieved for Benjamin, because the LORD had made a gap in the tribes of Israel. And the 
elders of the assembly said, “With the women of Benjamin destroyed, how shall we provide wives for the men who 

are left? The Benjamite survivors must have heirs,” they said, “so that a tribe of Israel will not be wiped out. We can’t 
give them our daughters as wives, since we Israelites have taken this oath: ‘Cursed be anyone who gives a wife to a 
Benjamite.’ But look, there is the annual festival of the LORD in Shiloh, which lies north of Bethel, east of the road 

that goes from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” So they instructed the Benjamites, saying, “Go and hide in 
the vineyards and watch. When the young women of Shiloh come out to join in the dancing, rush from the vineyards 

and each of you seize one of them to be your wife. Then return to the land of Benjamin. When their fathers or 
brothers complain to us, we will say to them, ‘Do us the favour of helping them, because we did not get wives for 

them during the war. You will not be guilty of breaking your oath because you did not give your daughters to them.’” 
So that is what the Benjamites did. While the young women were dancing, each man caught one and carried her off to 

be his wife. Then they returned to their inheritance and rebuilt the towns and settled in them. At that time the 
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Israelites left that place and went home to their tribes and clans, each to his own inheritance. In those days Israel had 

no king; everyone did as they saw fit.’ Judges 21:13-25 

Israel sends an ambassador to the rock of Rimmon, where the last surviving Benjamite men live, and before you can 

say ‘you may kiss the bride’, 400 of them get married. 

Unfortunately, that still leaves a lot of guys without a wife, so what can Israel do for them? The elders of Israel have 

an idea and so they tell the Benjamites to go to Shiloh. 

And what’s in Shiloh? Women, lots of beautiful women. But what else is on Shiloh? Shiloh is the centre of worship, 

the home of the tabernacle. 

But when we read the text, we discover that no one prays, no one considers God’s Word, or consults a priest. They 

simply do what they think should work, figuring the ends would justify the means. 

And so, as they do every year at Shiloh, the people of Shiloh have a feast unto the Lord. And it’s during the feast, that 

the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance. 

Notice Israel’s plan, it’s a very male chauvinistic plan, but it works. When the girl’s dads come to the elders to 

complain about their kidnapped daughters, the elders more or less say, ‘can’t you just let it slide? These guys need 

wives, and you weren’t about to give them any anyway right, please’. 

And so the dad’s consent and they all lived wickedly ever after, not! The Benjamites act like cavemen, clubbing 

women over the head and dragging them away. 

What a mess this is isn’t it? The rape and murder of one woman was resolved in Israel’s eyes, with the forced 

marriage and rape of hundreds of other women. 

And why did Israel become an immoral mess? ‘In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.’ 

It does appear that every aspect of Jewish life was affected by Israel’s turning from God. The Land of Promise could 

have been a kind of paradise restored, but it devolved into sheer anarchy. 

And we’re reminded that when there are no standards, all we’re left with is depravity and lawlessness, which are the 

natural outcomes and consequences of rejecting God’s absolutes. 

I don’t want to end the Book of Judges on a depressing note. All the way through the Book of Judges we saw how 

God raised up judges to deliver his people from oppression. 

We saw the involvement of the angel of the Lord, He appeared to Gideon, Judges 6:11-24 and Manoah’s wife, Judges 

13:2-25. In everyone one of those texts, we find the angel of the Lord speaking in the first person as God and 

speaking with authority. 

So who is this angel of the Lord? He is none other than God Himself. The ‘angel of the Lord’ is what we call a 

Christophany, that is, an appearance of the Christ. 

The point I’m making is that even though this was Israel’s darkest time in history, God was still very much involved 

with His people. And even though the world we’re living in today is still as evil and sinful, God is still very much at 

work among His people. 

Let me encourage you to be like Othniel, whom God gave victory in his life because he gave himself to the Lord, 

first. 

Let me encourage you to be like Ehud who was disabled and Shamgar the farmer, both of them allowed themselves to 

be used for God’s glory. 
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Let me encourage you to be like Deborah who stepped up to the mark to face the enemy when no other man would 

and lead your household in joyful song to the Lord. 

Let me encourage you to be like Gideon who after struggling to surrender and trust God fully, went on to become a 

great warrior of God. 

Let me encourage you to be like Jephthah who left his past in God’s hands and totally relied on God for the future. 

Let me encourage you to be like Samson, who finally came to repentance and totally relied on the Lord’s mighty 

strength and power. 

God chose some of the most unlikely people to do great things for Him during a very dark time. The question is, will 

we allow God to use us today to do great things for Him? 

 

 

 


