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INTRODUCTION 

HIS SURROUNDINGS AND ANCESTRY 

We know from the first verse of chapter 1 that Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the 

territory of Benjamin. 

‘The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin.’ 

Anathoth was about 5 miles from Jerusalem, 1 Chronicles 6:60. Jeremiah had many enemies, from all classes of 

society: kings, idolatrous priests, and false prophets. The priests and prophets at that time were only out for gain. 

His friends were few and far between, although he was friendly with a powerful group, influential in Josiah’s day, 

Gedaliah son of Ahikam being mentioned by name, Jeremiah 40:6 / Jeremiah 41:16 / Jeremiah 43:6. 

Jeremiah is like Hosea the prophet. He had some conflicting emotions and He had an intense love for his country and 

deep convictions of sin. He didn’t have Hosea’s unwavering faith in God. Jeremiah often doubted and struggled. His 

weaknesses were only overcome by the power of God. 

There were times when he Isolated himself from others, mainly because of messages of doom and hopelessness. And 

partly because he just wanted to be alone. He loved nature. He lacked self-confidence. This made it difficult for him 

to deal with people. He was prone to bursts of anger. 

Of all the prophets he was the frailest and most human. His call came in his youth. He was about 20 years old. This 

was one of the main reasons why he thought himself insufficient for the task. His ministry lasted about 40 years. And 

we know how successful he was. 

DATE AND AUTHOR 

We cannot date the book accurately. It covers far too much ground in terms of years. And there is also some question 

as to authorship. Jeremiah had a scribe called Baruch and some credit the authorship to him, Jeremiah 36:32. Jewish 

tradition, however, has it that the author was Jeremiah himself. They also credit him as being responsible for writing 

1+2 Kings. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK 

It’s a two-fold message: 

1. A message of doom and destruction. 

2. A message of hope. 

BACKGROUND THOUGHTS 
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1. Historical. 

Nabopolassar is the king of Babylon. In 625 B.C. he declared Babylon independent, which led to war with Assyria. 

There was a revolt against Judah at that time. Nineveh fell in 612 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar. The 

war between Babylon and Egypt followed. Pharaoh Neco was the only rival left to Babylon at that time for world 

supremacy. So, Babylon was interested in demolishing them. With the fall of some of the areas of Assyria, Neco 

marched northwards to regain them. They should have met at Carchemish, but Josiah meets him halfway. 2 

Chronicles 35 / 2 Kings 24 / Jeremiah 46. 

The fourth year of Jehoiakim’s reign is very significant. Nebuchadnezzar has become king. God has selected this 

man, not only to execute judgment on Judah but also on Assyria. Jeremiah tells of this in chapter 25. All of these 

prophesies were written on a scroll and read by Baruch. But they didn’t want to hear these unutterable things. 

Judah came under Babylonian control in 606/605 B.C. This was when the first of the captives went into exile. The 

third deportation was about 586 B.C. No one would return until about 536 B.C. Some date the captivity from 586 to 

536 and say that this is 50 years, Jeremiah must therefore have been wrong when he said 70 years. But the first 

captivity was in 6O6 B.C. which makes 70 years, give or take a day. 

2. Biblical. 

Read 2 Kings 20-25 and 2 Chronicles 34-36. Josiah began his reign when he was only 8 years old. And he reigns for 

about 31 years, from 640 B.C. In the 13th year of his reign, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, Jeremiah 1:2. 

Josiah was a good king. The High Priest at the time was Hilkiah, it isn’t believed that this Hilkiah was the father of 

Jeremiah, although he too was a priest. Jeremiah 1:1. Hilkiah, the high priest, finds the book of the Law, the Law of 

Moses. The book is read to the people. 

There was an immediate concern amongst the people. There was also an immediate investigation and inquiry of God. 

And there were also immediate warnings and immediate promises of peace. Josiah’s heart was tender. He humbled 

himself before the Lord. Because of what Josiah did, God said that he would go to his grave in peace and net see the 

evil that was to come upon the land. 

REFORMATION IN JOSIAH’S TIME 

The covenant was made with God, from the Law of Moses. All of the people were to keep his commandments. 

a. Commandments. 

The Hebrew word simply meant all of God’s commandments, 46 times it is used. It usually refers to one or all the 

Ten Commandments. It, therefore, relates to both Man and God. 

b. Testimonies. 

This word occurs about 34 times. In a sense, it is a witness. Generally, laws between man and man, are close to our 

civil/criminal laws where witnesses are required. This, of course, relates more to man. 

c. Statutes. 

Things that aren’t wrong in themselves. Things one has to do because God has said so. They deal more with the 

functions of priests. They would relate more to God. 

All of these things they were to keep in their hearts, with devotion. 
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The correction of the Covenant: 

a. Religious reforms. 

b. Moral reforms. 

c. Home reforms. (Their house gods). 

d. Civil reforms. 

Some of the things they got involved with: 

          Religion                         God that was made 

Sidonians                                Ashterith 

Moabites                                  Chemish 

Ammonites                                 Milcum 

Bethel/Samaria             Golden calves of Jeroboam 

The Passover was to be kept. Some 33,000 bulls and 2,600 small cattle were sacrificed during the Passover. It’s said 

that a total of 41,400 beasts were killed during Passover. Josiah turned to the Lord with all of his heart, soul and 

mind. He diligently sought after God. But it didn’t last long. Therefore, there was going to be retribution upon the 

rebellious. Josiah lost his life because he didn’t listen to God. This is one of the things Jeremiah laments about in 

chapter 35. 

Pharaoh Neco didn’t want to fight Josiah. He was journeying from Egypt to Carchemish to join the Assyrians in their 

battle against the Babylonians. Neco told Josiah, 2 Chronicles 35:21. 

Josiah didn’t heed the warning. They met on the plain of Megiddo and Josiah loses the battle. He later dies of the 

wounds he received in battle. 

OTHER KINGS 

a. Jehoahaz, also called Shallum. 

He was Josiah’s younger son. And he was only 23 years old when he began to reign. Jehoahaz was only king for 

three months. His was a short but evil reign. He was taken into Egypt and, we believe, died there. This was the work 

of Neco who, on his way back from Carchemish, hammered Judah, took Jehoahaz, and replaced him with Jehoiakim, 

as king. Jehoiakim was 25 years old, 2 Kings 23:31-35. 

b. Jehoiakim. 

He reigned for 11 years, 2 Kings 23:36-34:7. He was also evil. Nebuchadnezzar invaded the land and Jehoiakim came 

subject to him. But after 3 years he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who took him into exile. Jeremiah 22:18ff tells 

us that he never arrived in Babylon. He was killed. 

c. Jehoiachin, also called Jeconiah. 

He reigned for three months. He was also evil He was taken into captivity, Babylon. 

d. Zedekiah. 

He was 21 years old and reigned for 11 years. He was also evi1. 2 Kings 24:18ff. He rebelled against Babylon. He 

was seen working against Nebuchadnezzar and also against Jeremiah and God, 2 Chronicles 36:12ff. Egypt incited 

him to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar. He didn’t have a chance. His rebellion introduces us to the end of Judah. 

Suffering and hunger set in, Jeremiah 25, His sons were killed before his very eyes. Then he was blinded and taken 

into captivity Gedaliah is appointed governor and set up to rule after Jerusalem had been destroyed. But he was seen 

as a traitor and was an executioner, Jeremiah 40:1-6. 



4 

THE FIVE-POINT OUTLINE 

1. His call and prophecies under Josiah to Jehoiakim. Jeremiah 1-20 

2. Prophecies under Jehoiakim to Zedekiah. Jeremiah 21-39 

3. Prophecies after the Fall of Jerusalem. Jeremiah 40-45 

4. Prophecies concerning other nations. Jeremiah 46-51 

5. Historical information. Jeremiah 52 

KINGS WHOM JEREMIAH SERVED FROM 627-586 
B.C. 

Kings of Judah                   Years of Reign                  Span of Time 

Josiah                             640-609 B.C.                        31 years 

Jehoahaz (Shallum, Joahaz)       609 B.C.                           3 months 

Jehoiakim                         609-598(?) B.C.                     11 years 

Jehoiachin (Jeconiah, Coniah)     598(?) B.C.                       3 months 

Zedekiah                           597-586 B.C.                        11 years 

OVER A SPAN OF 40 YEARS, JEREMIAH SERVED 
UNDER FIVE KINGS: 

Josiah. 1 Chronicles 3:14-17 / 2 Kings 21:23-22:2 

Jehoahaz, Shallum. 2 Kings 23:30-37 / Jeremiah 22:11 

Jehoiakim. 2 Chronicles 36:5-9 

Jehoiachin, Jeconiah or Coniah. 2 Kings 24:5-12 / Jeremiah 22:24-30 

Zedekiah. 2 Kings 24:17-20 / 2 Chronicles 36:10-13 

Of the five kings, only Josiah properly served God and the people. 2 Kings 22:1-23:8 / 2 Chronicles 34:35. 

CHAPTER 1 

Just by reading Jeremiah 1, we learn so much about Jeremiah and the work that God has for him. We learn that God 

not only knew him before he was formed before he was born, but God appointed him as a prophet before he was 

born. Jeremiah says that he doesn’t know how to speak. God says, ‘you must go to everyone’. 

God touched his mouth, now you can speak! 

Jeremiah sees the branch of an almond tree. Then he sees a boiling pot tilting away from the north. And already, in 

this first chapter, God is telling him that the Babylonians will come from the north to punish them. Jeremiah 52 tells 
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us about the Fall of Jerusalem. The book of Lamentations is a kind of follow-up to Jeremiah in as much as it tells the 

grisly story of how the people died by the famine and by the sword. 

And at Jeremiah 1:16 God says, ‘I will pronounce my judgments on my people.’ 

God could have brought His judgment on them there and then, in which case Jeremiah’s book would only have been 

about two or three chapters long. But over and over again we see that God gives them opportunities to repent. He 

wants them to repent and come back to Him, to leave their idols behind and come back to Him. And so, we will see 

from the rest of the book that God is constantly telling Jeremiah to go and speak to His people and they are constantly 

ignoring what Jeremiah has to say. They Ignore the messages from God. 

Before we look at some of the verses in Jeremiah 1 I want to remind you that there were five kings of Judah during 

the time period mentioned here, but the names of Jehoahaz and Jeconiah are omitted because each of these kings 

reigned only three months. But if we calculate the length of Jeremiah’s ministry only from the dates mentioned here, 

it was exactly 40 years and six months. 

That is under Josiah, 18 years, under Jehoahaz, three months, under Jehoiakim, 11 years under Jechoniah, and three 

months, under Zedekiah. 11 years. However, later chapters, such as Jeremiah 40 and 41, record events that happened 

several years after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

This is why some scholars believe that Jeremiah’s ministry lasted perhaps as long as 50 years. Remember, the events 

in this book are not in chronological order, which is why events in Jeremiah 40 and 41 occur after we read about the 

Fall of Jerusalem. 

In Jeremiah 1:9 we’re told that the Lord touched Jeremiah’s mouth. The Bible reveals that nothing is more powerful 

than the touch of the Lord’s hand. Our Saviour blessed the children by a touch, placing His hands upon them, Luke 

18:15. 

‘The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. The word of the 
LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, and through the reign of 

Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of 
Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. The word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘Before I formed 

you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’ 
Jeremiah 1:1-5 

The prophetic word Is confirmed here. These are not my words, he says, they are God’s. It has to be realised that 

there were false prophets around. Notice the statement about when he received the word. It is repeated time and time 

again and gives us some very accurate dates of when to review his ministry. This is all about providential planning. 

God says Jeremiah was divinely developed, he was divinely desired and, so he was divinely dispatched. 

‘Alas, Sovereign LORD,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am too young.’ But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not 
say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of 

them, for I am with you and will rescue you,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 1:6-8 

A preliminary problem here. Jeremiah has a human reaction to all of this. 

I DON’T KNOW HOW TO SPEAK 

But he did in the end. There was a fire in his bones and he had to speak what the Lord told him. He also says, ‘I am a 

too young’, but what difference did that make? The divine reaction was, I am going to send you and you are going to 

go. I am going to command you and you will speak. I am going to be with you, so do not be frightened. 
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‘Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and 

to plant.’ Jeremiah 1:9-10 

To pull up means to take everything from the bottom. There is nothing left. It all has to be replaced. God says, I am 

going to set you up over nations. You will be able to uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow, build and plant. 

Whether or not Jeremiah spoke to these nations, they nevertheless got the message. 

Note the following: 

Jeremiah 46 is a prophecy concerning Egypt 

Jeremiah 47 is a prophecy concerning Philistia, Tyre and Sidon 

Jeremiah 48 is a prophecy concerning Moab 

Jeremiah 49 is a prophecy concerning Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor and Elam 

Jeremiah 50-51 is a prophecy concerning Babylon 

‘The word of the LORD came to me: ‘What do you see, Jeremiah?’ ‘I see the branch of an almond tree,’ I replied. 
The LORD said to me, ‘You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.’ The word of the 
LORD came to me again: ‘What do you see?’ ‘I see a pot that is boiling,’ I answered. ‘It is tilting toward us from the 
north.’ The LORD said to me, ‘From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. I am about to 

summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,’ declares the LORD. ‘Their kings will come and set up their 
thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the 

towns of Judah.’ Jeremiah 1:11-15 

God’s plan is shown in a series of figures. What do you see? A branch of an almond tree. God says I will see to it that 

my job is done. An almond tree means to be watchful and alert. God says I am watching over things, my eyes are 

open, Hebrews 4:13. 

The writer of Hebrews is speaking of the word of God. God’s eyes are always open, that is what he is telling 

Jeremiah. Next, he sees a boiling pot facing away from the north. God explains that out of the north trouble will 

come, Ezekiel 24:3-14. 

‘I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to 
other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made. ‘Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I 

command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them.’ Jeremiah 1:16-17 

The pollution that is happening. This is a warning. God always warns before anything takes place. Therefore, 

Jeremiah is told to gird up his loins, prepare himself, arise, go on, proceed, and do everything that I command of you. 

So, he is told to Prepare, Proceed and Proclaim. God warns Jeremiah, do not be dismayed. If you are dismayed, 

terrified by them, I will terrify you before them. It’s going to be tough for Jeremiah. The people are going to fight 

against him. They will physically abuse him. They will give him a hard time. And God says, don’t let that bother you. 

‘Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the 
kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. They will fight against you but will not overcome 

you, for I am with you and will rescue you,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 1:18-19 

God is going to protect him against kings, princes and all of the people. But if he is disobedient, God will break him. 

CHAPTER 2 
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‘The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘I 
remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me through the wilderness, through 

a land not sown. Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty, 
and disaster overtook them,’ declares the LORD. Hear the word of the LORD, you descendants of Jacob, all you 

clans of Israel.’ Jeremiah 2:1-4 

In Jeremiah 2 is God looking at the past picture of everything. 

As this chapter reveals, Judah’s reforms under Josiah were external only and didn’t touch the hearts of the people. 

They just went on doing what they always did. They delighted in shameful sexual activities. They continued 

worshipping other so-called gods. 

God says I remember how it used to be. I remember your attitude, the kindness of your youth. God remembered their 

affection. He remembers how they used to be active. He remembers how they used to be holy, set apart only for Him. 

He remembers how she, Israel, was admired. She was the first fruits of His harvest, His increase. Everyone who tried 

to offend Israel offended God. 

‘The valley’ mentioned later in Jeremiah 2:23 indicates the sacrifice of their children to Molech at the very time of 

their brazen claim of innocence. If the reforms under Josiah had been successful, Israel would have repented. If they 

had returned to the God of their fathers, the Lord would most certainly have postponed their terminal judgment to 

exile, to the captivity. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘What fault did your ancestors find in me, that they strayed so far from me? They 
followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, who brought us 

up out of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness, through a land of deserts and ravines, a land of drought and 
utter darkness, a land where no one travels, and no one lives?’ I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich 
produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance detestable. The priests did not ask, ‘Where is 

the LORD?’ Those who deal with the law did not know me; the leaders rebelled against me. The prophets prophesied 
by Baal, following worthless idols.’ Jeremiah 2:5-8 

Here we have the present picture. Before God brings any case before them he challenges the nation to find fault in 

Him. They are looking for a ‘divorce’, but it is because of what they have done and not what God has done. He 

contrasts their wrong with His right. The gross stupidity and sinfulness of the whole nation are dramatically shown 

here. 

The Chosen People, who enjoyed the exalted position as the wife of God Himself, who were protected from every 

enemy, moved into Canaan to replace the pagan inhabitants, and became worse than the people that they replaced. 

They ran from God to ruin. They have fallen away from God. They went after worthlessness and became worthless. 

They became profane because they went after profane things. These principles will always exist. 

‘For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchange the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore, 

God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one 
another.’ Romans 1:21-24 

They didn’t remember God who led them through many, many years. They now come to the present situation. They 

are deprived. God brought them up out of Egypt. That is the only way God does lead, up. Through the wilderness, 

when they were in desolation. In the desert, there was death and drought. 

All of this should have made them remember; just thinking about the past. The Prodigal Son learnt by his mistakes. 

But not the Israelites. God had made provision for them. He had given them a plentiful country, fruit and food were 

good. But they polluted it. 
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The priests were complacent and indifferent They never looked for the Lord on behalf of the people. The Levites 

didn’t know God. The rulers, the shepherds, were disobedient. The prophets were working for Baal, instead of 

working for the Lord. Probably it was money and sexual pleasures that took them away from their duties. Jeremiah 

2:5 says that they ‘followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.’ 

They were a stupid group of blind, selfish, leaders. With that type of leadership, the people didn’t have a chance. As 

Jesus stated in Mark 6:34 ‘they were like sheep without a shepherd.’ 

There were no precepts or laws because those that handled the law didn’t know God. They all went their own ways 

and sinned against the Lord. There was no power from the prophets. They worshipped idols, not God. And so, they 

lost everything. They had everything, now they have nothing. 

                            The priests have lost the sacrifice for sin. 

The scribes have lost the study of Scripture. 

The shepherds have lost the sustenance and strength to lead the people. 

The prophets have lost the source of a secret word. 

‘Therefore, I bring charges against you again,’ declares the LORD. ‘And I will bring charges against your children’s 
children. Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and observe closely; see if there has ever been 

anything like this: Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my people have exchanged 
their glorious God for worthless idols. Be appalled at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror,’ declares the 
LORD. ‘My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their 

own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.’ Jeremiah 2:9-13 

The plaintive plea. God is on solid ground. He wants them to wake up. Even pagan people refused to turn from their 

gods; but Israel, who had a living God, changed him. From glory and gain, they chose godlessness. They forsook the 

fountain of living water for cisterns that held no water. 

‘Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? Why then has he become plunder? Lions have roared; they have growled at him. 
They have laid waste his land; his towns are burned and deserted. Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes have 

cracked your skull. Have you not brought this on yourselves by forsaking the LORD your God when he led you in the 
way? Now why go to Egypt to drink water from the Nile? And why go to Assyria to drink water from the Euphrates? 
Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and realize how evil and bitter it 
is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of me,’ declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.’ 

Jeremiah 2:14-19 

These verses tell the consequences of this. Israel finds herself being fed on by others, taxation, etc. She has become 

prey to everybody. What a sorry picture of God’s people! They had forsaken a powerful, loving God. But this hasn’t 

led them to fear or to acknowledge God. 

‘Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds; you said, ‘I will not serve you!’ Indeed, on every high 
hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute. I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and 

reliable stock. How then did you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine? Although you wash yourself with soap and 
use an abundance of cleansing powder, the stain of your guilt is still before me,’ declares the Sovereign LORD. ‘How 
can you say, ‘I am not defiled; I have not run after the Baals’? See how you behaved in the valley; consider what you 

have done. You are a swift she-camel running here and there.’ Jeremiah 2:20-23 

The hypocrisy of Judah. She is playing a harlot with every god on the high hills. But still, she plays the part of God 

follower. God shows the proof of her going astray. She is defiled before God. What defiled her? 

They were living a dual life. They wanted Baal, denying God. But at the same time, she pretends she is pure and 

loved by God. Anyone who offers God second place is out of contact with him. So, Judah is wandering and wild. 
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‘A wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving—in her heat who can restrain her? Any 

males that pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will find her. Do not run until your feet are bare 
and your throat is dry. But you said, ‘It’s no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after them.’ Jeremiah 2:24-25 

She is like a craving donkey in the wilderness. A donkey in heat in the desert. She thinks she is free. But she is wide 

open to attack. She has got nowhere to go. She is easy prey for the males who pursue her. Israel thinks that she can 

make all the noise that she likes, no one will find her. 

God pleads with her that she protects her steps. His pleas are met with indifference. It’s a desperate situation. It’s no 

use. It is hopeless. Israel wanted alliances with surrounding countries so that they would not attack her. She couldn’t 

see the danger in it. 

‘As a thief is disgraced when he is caught, so the people of Israel are disgraced—they, their kings and their officials, 
their priests and their prophets. They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ They have 
turned their backs to me and not their faces; yet when they are in trouble, they say, ‘Come and save us!’ Where then 
are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them come if they can save you when you are in trouble! For you, Judah, 
have as many gods as you have towns. ‘Why do you bring charges against me? You have all rebelled against me,’ 
declares the LORD. ‘In vain I punished your people; they did not respond to correction. Your sword has devoured 

your prophets like a ravenous lion.’ Jeremiah 2:26-30 

Judah will be in want. She ‘shall be shamed’. She will be like a caught thief, Psalm 115:1-9. This is what Israel was 

looking upon. They were as helpless as the idols that they worshipped. They knew their past. God pleads with them 

again. I have done nothing to you, says the Lord, so why do you complain against me; why do you blame me? 

You took no correction, instruction. The prophets you could have used, who could instruct you, you have done away 

with, Matthew 23:37. 

‘You of this generation, consider the word of the LORD: ‘Have I been a desert to Israel or a land of great darkness? 
Why do my people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will come to you no more’? Does a young woman forget her 

jewellery, a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without number. How skilled you 
are at pursuing love! Even the worst of women can learn from your ways. On your clothes is found the lifeblood of 

the innocent poor, though you did not catch them breaking in. Yet in spite of all this you say, ‘I am innocent; he is not 
angry with me.’ But I will pass judgment on you because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ Why do you go about so much, 
changing your ways? You will be disappointed by Egypt as you were by Assyria. You will also leave that place with 
your hands on your head, for the LORD has rejected those you trust; you will not be helped by them.’ Jeremiah 2:31-

37 

God’s parting plea. Take heed. Here are my rules. Here is the record of them. He reminds them of the rebellion. My 

people have forgotten me. God says they have become efficient, ‘how skilled you are at pursuing love’, but efficient 

at what? 

At seeking love and sexual pleasure. So efficient have they become in this that they are even teaching evil people 

your ways. As if they are not bad enough! 

The blood of people is on them, but they are not bothered about these things. God will reward their rebellion. 

‘You say, ‘I am innocent; he is not angry with me.’ Some versions say, ‘you plea’ instead of ‘you say.’ The Hebrew 

word for ‘you say’ means ‘to be judged.’ This is a judgment, not a plea. You will be put to shame by Egypt as you 

were by Assyria. 

CHAPTER 3 
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I’m sure you have learnt from your previous studies that when God talks about His people committing adultery and 

going with prostitutes, he isn’t talking about sexual activities. As we study God’s Word we see over and over again 

that God’s anger is directed at their idolatry. Idolatry is the number one thing that angers God throughout Scripture. 

In Jeremiah 3:14 God says, ‘I am your husband’. When they start worshipping idols and turn away from Him, He is a 

jealous God. In Jeremiah 3:20 He says, ‘like a woman unfaithful to her husband, you have been unfaithful to me.’ 

In this chapter, we continue to find difficulty in deciding the actual dates within the various chapters of Jeremiah. In 

very few cases can it be confirmed what the exact dates were. The date of the first paragraph is believed to be in the 

13th year of Josiah, but the next paragraph is believed to be in the 17th year of his reign. However, dates aren’t so 

important as content. 

‘If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries another man, should he return to her again? Would not the 
land be completely defiled? But you have lived as a prostitute with many lovers—would you now return to me?’ 

declares the LORD. ‘Look up to the barren heights and see. Is there any place where you have not been ravished? By 
the roadside you sat waiting for lovers, sat like a nomad in the desert. You have defiled the land with your 

prostitution and wickedness. Therefore, the showers have been withheld, and no spring rains have fallen. Yet you 
have the brazen look of a prostitute; you refuse to blush with shame. Have you not just called to me: ‘My Father, my 
friend from my youth, will you always be angry? Will your wrath continue forever?’ This is how you talk, but you do 

all the evil you can.’ Jeremiah 3:1-5 

We’re going to see this corruption in parable form. If Judah goes away and does all that she wants to do and then 

comes back, she will be defiled. God cannot be defiled, so He won’t have it. By Law, an Israelite who divorced his 

wife was not allowed to re-marry her once she had been defiled, Deuteronomy 24:4. 

It’s not a case of someone coming home who is sorry, but someone who is polluted. Israel doesn’t just have a surface 

problem, it has penetrated the people. You refuse to be ashamed. You don’t know how to blush. You pretend to be 

pure, yet still, mess about with idols. Even when you suffer, you have no shame. You belong to God. Cry! And even 

as you cry, you blame God. God’s anger is a righteous anger. 

They don’t want Him to be angry, but He will be until they get themselves sorted out. They have departed from God, 

not God departed from them. The true meaning of the last phase of Jeremiah 3:1 is, ‘After your wretched conduct, do 

you really suppose that you can return as the wife of God?’ 

These words in Jeremiah 3:2 explode the arrogant notion of Israel that she might again be God’s wife. Jeremiah, 

therefore, challenges her to look everywhere, to find a single tree under which she has not committed whoredom, by 

worshipping false gods and indulging in their sexual orgies. Israel has been like the Arabians in the wilderness, either 

1. Lying in wait to rob a caravan, or 

2. Sitting by the highway and seducing travellers to adultery. 

This was a device often followed by immoral women. Tamar’s seduction of Judah in Genesis 38:14ff is a good 

example of this. 

‘During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, ‘Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone 
up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. I thought that after she had 

done all this she would return to me, but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah saw it. I gave faithless Israel her 
certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no 
fear; she also went out and committed adultery. Because Israel’s immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the 
land and committed adultery with stone and wood. In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me 

with all her heart, but only in pretence,’ declares the LORD. The LORD said to me, ‘Faithless Israel is more 
righteous than unfaithful Judah.’ Jeremiah 3:6-11 
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Even while they are crying out for God they continue to sin. They have turned away. All of this, the whole pattern, 

has been set by Israel. Judah had seen what happened to Israel, yet she walks in the same steps. She hadn’t learnt the 

lesson. She has no fear of God. 

‘Go, proclaim this message toward the north: ‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will frown on you no 
longer, for I am faithful,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will not be angry forever. Only acknowledge your guilt—you have 

rebelled against the LORD your God, you have scattered your favours to foreign gods under every spreading tree, and 
have not obeyed me,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 3:12-13 

This part relates to Israel in captivity. The requirements for the remedy. God says, return to me. God’s anger is the 

reason why they have been removed. But God’s mercy reacts. Acknowledge your guilt and I will not be angry. God 

can do nothing for the sinner until he acknowledges that he is a sinner, and repents. Obey me. Don’t just think it, do 

it. God’s promise to look with tenderness and forgiveness upon any return of Israel or Judah, didn’t meet with any 

response from Israel. 

‘Return, faithless people,’ declares the LORD, ‘for I am your husband. I will choose you—one from a town and two 
from a clan—and bring you to Zion. Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with 

knowledge and understanding. In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘people will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be 

remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. At that time, they will call Jerusalem The Throne of 
the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honour the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the 
stubbornness of their evil hearts. In those days the people of Judah will join the people of Israel, and together they 

will come from a northern land to the land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance. ‘I myself said, ‘How gladly would 
I treat you like my children and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ I thought you 

would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away from following me.’ Jeremiah 3:14-19 

This talks about their rewards if they respond to God’s will. They will be given a place, ‘bring you to Zion.’ They 

will be helped by God. Remember, says God, I married you. I am the Master. We should be together; knowing each 

other. But you don’t know me anymore. The priests don’t cry. Where are the unity and love? 

They will be given a home If they repent and turn back. They will also have precepts, laws and the proper shepherds. 

Shepherds will feed you with knowledge and understanding. Wisdom to make decisions, to develop properly. We still 

need such shepherds today, to give us wisdom, and show us how to develop our growth. 

We see a change going to take place in God’s government. People will not miss the ark of the covenant. It won’t 

mean anything to them. 

‘It will never enter their minds or be remembered: it will not be missed, nor will another one be made.’ It’s 

unbelievable that no one would ever think about the ark again. 

In Jerusalem, the change will come from God’s gathering. ‘In those days the house of Judah will join with the house 

of Israel.’ This seems to suggest a change, uniting the divided forces of Israel and Judah. Such a union between these 

two divided kingdoms could never occur until there was genuine repentance and return to God by both peoples. 

And there has never been the slightest indication that anything like that ever happened. The projected union points to 

the Messianic age of grace, when Jew and Gentile were united to honour the Lord, in Ezekiel 37:15ff we have a better 

way of understanding this. 

‘Together they will come from the northern land’ refers to the glorious days of Christianity and the ingathering of 

Jews from all the lands of their dispersion and the uniting of them with the Christian church. 

‘But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,’ declares the LORD. A cry is 
heard on the barren heights, the weeping and pleading of the people of Israel, because they have perverted their ways 
and have forgotten the LORD their God. ‘Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.’ ‘Yes, we will come 
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to you, for you are the LORD our God. Surely the idolatrous commotion on the hills and mountains is a deception; 

surely in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. From our youth shameful gods have consumed the fruits of our 
ancestors’ labour—their flocks and herds, their sons and daughters. Let us lie down in our shame, and let our disgrace 
cover us. We have sinned against the LORD our God, both we and our ancestors; from our youth till this day we have 

not obeyed the LORD our God.’ Jeremiah 3:20-25 

Here is a repetition of previous verses. The cost? Neglecting them because they neglected Him. The call? Return to 

Him. God promises to supply the remedy, He will heal your faithlessness and backsliding. 

CONCLUSION 

1. Return to God. 

2. Reject all other gods. 

3. Remember the ruin of rebellion. 

4. Have remorse for shame over the confusion that has come about by rebellion. 

The overwhelming sorrow, both of the great prophet, and of the people who had fallen away from God, suffering the 

consequences of their sin, is the emotion that surfaces here at the end of this chapter. In all the history of mankind, 

there is hardly any greater tragedy than that which befell the disobedient people of God. 

CHAPTER 4 

This chapter begins with the conclusion of Jeremiah’s address to the Northern Kingdom, Israel. That’s at Jeremiah 

4:1-2. Then there is a call for Judah to repent, to return to duty, this being the last hope of her destruction, Jeremiah 

4:3-4. 

Next, in Jeremiah 4:5-9, we read of the prophesied Babylonian invasion. Then comes the most difficult verse in this 

chapter, Jeremiah 4:10. In Jeremiah 4:11-18 we have a continued description of the forthcoming invasion. 

In Jeremiah 4:19-21 we have what you could call a ‘personified’ Judah bewailing her fate. God’s answer and the 

cause of their misery are related in Jeremiah 4:22, followed by a prophecy of the awful extent of the destruction 

in Jeremiah 4:23-26. 

In Jeremiah 4:27 we have God’s promise that He will not make a ‘complete end’ of Judah. Then, from Jeremiah 

4:1631, there follows the magnificent prophecy of the Judgment of Judah, which also suggests the final destruction of 

Adam’s rebellious race on the Day of Judgment. 

We see a plan perfected. God gives a lot of repetition. If you keep on ignoring my warnings I will have to give you a 

good ‘hiding’. It is going to take two things, but Judah will not listen. Not only is He calling for a return, but He is 

asking for repentance and reformation. If you love me, you will obey my commandments. You cannot take the 

promises and not join the service. 

‘If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,’ declares the LORD. ‘If you put your detestable idols out of my sight 
and no longer go astray, and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear, ‘As surely as the LORD lives,’ then 

the nations will invoke blessings by him and in him they will boast.’ Jeremiah 4:1-2 
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This shows what marvellous things could have happened to Israel if only she had repented and turned back to God. 

This promise came 100 years after they went into captivity, in Assyria. But even then, God could have achieved 

wonders through them IF, only IF. they had repented. Of course, it was a vain hope. There is absolutely no evidence 

that there was any intention on their part of returning to God. 

God says, live in truth. You will be guided by the truth. If you live in a truthful, just and righteous way then you will 

be blessed by me. If you glorify God and praise His name, then you will find glory in all things through Him. 

‘This is what the LORD says to the people of Judah and to Jerusalem: ‘Break up your unploughed ground and do not 
sow among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you people of Judah and inhabitants 

of Jerusalem, or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire because of the evil you have done—burn with no one to 
quench it.’ Jeremiah 4:3-4 

Here God’s word is directed to Judah, the Southern kingdom, with a call for their true repentance and conversion. 

This is coupled with a threat of drastic punishment. 

‘Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, circumcise your hearts.’ The second part of this extract explains the first part. 

Circumcision was observed for all Jewish males; but the kind of circumcision that they needed was spiritual, not 

physical. Circumcision of hearts meant removing from their thoughts, and affections, all of the sinful indulgences to 

which they were addicted. 

Some people have difficulty here, about the part that man plays in his own conversion, repentance and regeneration. 

They say that this clashes with Deuteronomy 30:6 which says that God circumcises our hearts. The NIV says, ‘The 

Lord your God will circumcise your hearts’. 

But this isn’t a contradiction. Jeremiah 4:4 stresses man’s activity, the passage in Deuteronomy stresses his passivity. 

Everything had been neglected. Nothing has been done at all, God says. You do a lot of shouting. Start anew. 

Concentrate on the inside, not on the outside. Their hearts had to be made right. God doesn’t want mechanical 

service, He wants feeling behind it. If they did that God would remove His anger from them. Listen to what I say and 

obey Me. Jesus used to say, ‘Listen’. Have your ears circumcised! Luke 8:18 tells us, ‘therefore consider carefully 

how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken 

from him.’ 

Regarding the heart, Paul says, ‘circumcision should be a matter of the heart, not of the flesh.’ Romans 2:28ff. 

So, they are told to prepare for what is coming. Offer your offspring security. Flee to the fortified cities. Not that it 

will help you, but try and save yourselves. It isn’t going to do anything for you. 

The destroyer will still be coming from the north. He has dealt with the other nations, you are next. The cities will be 

laid waste. Citizens will cry their hearts out, will be at their breasts. This is because of the fierce anger of God. 

‘Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and say: ‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’ Cry aloud and say: 
‘Gather together! Let us flee to the fortified cities!’ Raise the signal to go to Zion! Flee for safety without delay! For I 

am bringing disaster from the north, even terrible destruction.’ Jeremiah 4:5-6 

These verses are a prophecy of the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of Judah. The terrible 

judgment against Judah, like many of God’s judgments throughout history, against cities or nations, whose 

wickedness had reached a point of no return, is also typical of the final overthrow of man in the Final Judgment. This 

seems to be indicated by the words ‘In that day’ in Jeremiah 4:9. 

‘Raise the signal to go to Zion’ some believe that this refers to road signs that should be set up pointing the way to the 

nearest fortified cities to which the people might flee to safety. We shouldn’t, however, believe that this is true safety. 
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‘A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set out. He has left his place to lay waste your land. Your 

towns will lie in ruins without inhabitant. So, put on sackcloth, lament and wail, for the fierce anger of the LORD has 
not turned away from us.’ Jeremiah 4:7-8 

This lion was no ordinary beast, but a destroyer of nations. There is nothing left for Judah, except to weep and wail. 

This is the penalty for their sins; the savage lions of the Babylonians will destroy them. 

‘In that day,’ declares the LORD, ‘the king and the officials will lose heart, the priests will be horrified, and the 
prophets will be appalled.’ Then I said, ‘Alas, Sovereign LORD! How completely you have deceived this people and 
Jerusalem by saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats!’ At that time this people and Jerusalem 
will be told, “A scorching wind from the barren heights in the desert blows toward my people, but not to winnow or 

cleanse; a wind too strong for that comes from me. Now I pronounce my judgments against them.’ Look! He 
advances like the clouds, his chariots come like a whirlwind, his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us! We are 

ruined!’ Jeremiah 4:9-13 

Kings and officials will lose heart when they see this happening. Priests will be bonafide. How can God do this to us? 

Is not the Holy Temple God’s? Are we not God’s? God won’t allow His holy temple to be destroyed. He says that we 

are His people, so He will always look after us. 

The prophets were shocked, they were deceitful. They prophesied for gain. What can happen to us, the Lord is ours? 

But just because God has chosen you doesn’t mean that He will protect you when you turn your back on Him. Jesus 

himself said, ‘Not everyone who says to me. ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 

the will of my Father who is in heaven.’ Matthew 7:21-23 

It’s an eternal message, God expected this of man from the day man was created. He will expect it of man until the 

day the world ends. 

I said earlier that Jeremiah 4:10 was the most difficult verse in this chapter. Why? Because of the way that it is 

written, we find it difficult to believe or interpret. They believed that everything that happens is actually 

accomplished by God. Some commentators take this view. Another view is this is really the way that Jeremiah felt 

about it, because of his discouragement. But we cannot believe that a view like this ever belonged to Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah says, ‘What a plan!’ You told me to speak to the people to save them, and you are going to destroy 

everything? Paul told the Thessalonians that the Israelites perished and that all people alike will perish because or ‘if 

they refuse to love the truth and so be saved. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 

God doesn’t deceive anyone, we deceive ourselves. God permits some things, but He doesn’t like doing so. Back in 2 

Thessalonians Paul says that ‘for this reason, God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie.’ 

Don’t we do the same today? Doesn’t the majority of the world’s population today believe the lie because they have 

no trust in God? 

These people were condemning themselves. God, time and time again, tried to warn them, but they didn’t heed the 

warning. Eventually, they will be destroyed from the north. Jeremiah 4:11 is another description of the coming of the 

Babylonians. 

It’s like a bank of threatening clouds, a wind, not a helpful wind like the one used for winnowing, i.e., exposing grain 

to the wind by tossing it in the air so that the wind can separate the grain from the chaff, but a violent and destructive 

wind. 

The swift chariots will descend upon the helpless people, swifter than an eagle attacks its prey. There will be no hope 

for Judah. She must drink the bitter cup because this came upon her because of her own terrible wickedness. 

‘Jerusalem, wash the evil from your heart and be saved. How long will you harbour wicked thoughts? A voice is 
announcing from Dan, proclaiming disaster from the hills of Ephraim. ‘Tell this to the nations, proclaim concerning 

Jerusalem: ‘A besieging army is coming from a distant land, raising a war cry against the cities of Judah. They 
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surround her like men guarding a field, because she has rebelled against me,’ declares the LORD. ‘Your own conduct 
and actions have brought this on you. This is your punishment. How bitter it is! How it pierces to the heart!’ Jeremiah 

4:14-18 

Wash your evil hearts. Get rid of your wicked thoughts. Outward things that can be seen can appear to be more 

detestable. But we cannot see the heart. Get rid of your evil thoughts. Sometimes we condemn young Christians 

because they still smoke. 

We condemn them because we can see them doing something we think they shouldn’t do. Look at your own heart. 

And consider God. God is patient; look how patient He has been with the Israelites. We should strive to have patience 

like God. To help the young Christian, lift him up. 

How long will these things go on? Judah can do nothing of itself. We today can do nothing without Jesus, but we still 

have to do our part. God is always ready to forgive and forget, but they had to do their part, repent and turn back to 

Him. The besieging army is coming. Man, today hasn’t changed, hasn’t learnt anything from the past. 

‘Oh, my anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart! My heart pounds within me, I cannot keep 
silent. For I have heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard the battle cry. Disaster follows disaster; the whole land 

lies in ruins. In an instant my tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment. How long must I see the battle standard 
and hear the sound of the trumpet? ‘My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they 
have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.’ I looked at the earth, and it 

was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone. I looked at the mountains, and they were 
quaking; all the hills were swaying. I looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had flown away. I 

looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger. This is 
what the LORD says: ‘The whole land will be ruined, though I will not destroy it completely. Therefore, the earth 

will mourn, and the heavens above grow dark, because I have spoken and will not relent, I have decided and will not 
turn back.’ At the sound of horsemen and archers every town takes to flight. Some go into the thickets; some climb 

up among the rocks. All the towns are deserted; no one lives in them. What are you doing, you devastated one? Why 
dress yourself in scarlet and put on jewels of gold? Why highlight your eyes with makeup? You adorn yourself in 

vain. Your lovers despise you; they want to kill you. I hear a cry as of a woman in labour, a groan as of one bearing 
her first child—the cry of Daughter Zion gasping for breath, stretching out her hands and saying, ‘Alas! I am fainting; 

my life is given over to murderers.’ Jeremiah 4:19-31 

Results. This is Jeremiah’s reaction after the warning. ‘My anguish, my anguish!’ I can’t keep silent. I hear the 

trumpet, the warning. Being of a priestly family he knows how God feels. The sound of war will always stir a 

person’s heart. He sees the shame of God’s people. No-one understands. They are all foolish. They have no 

knowledge of God. 

The Hebrew words for the land becoming desolate are the same words as in Genesis, ‘without form’. It’s going to be 

as though nothing existed. True, the sick and lame were left by Nebuchadnezzar in Jerusalem, but they couldn’t do 

anything. 

Jeremiah 4:27 is of great interest, here is the promise of God that He will NOT make a full end of Judah. This isn’t so 

for Nineveh. God promised to make ‘an end of Nineveh’, Nahum 1:8, and that is what He did. When Alexander the 

Great encamped his army near the ancient ruins of Nineveh, he didn’t even know that a city had ever been there! It 

was absolutely necessary that Jeremiah should have mentioned this hope in this verse, that Judah would not be 

completely destroyed. 

As you know, Isaiah preceded Jeremiah and he had named one of his sons Shear-Jashub, which means, ‘a remnant 

will return’, Isaiah 7:3 and Isaiah 10:21. Why is this important? God would, at last, fulfil all of the glorious promises 

to the patriarchs. And it would have been criminal to have left it out of the context in which we find it. 
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God’s mind is made up. The people’s mind is made up. But because the mind of the people conflicts with the mind of 

God, someone is going to suffer. And it’s not going to be God. Only God can win. Judah is weak and sick. Things are 

a real mess. Through her behaviour, in courting lovers, Judah became tainted. 

‘I hear a cry’. It’s a cry of agony. A tragic picture of the pitiful end of a nation. We see the sorrowful emotions of a 

tearful Jeremiah. This is similar to the deep emotion experienced by Jesus when He wept for His city. 

CHAPTER 5 

‘Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search through her squares. If you can find but 
one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive this city. Although they say, ‘As surely as the LORD 
lives,’ still they are swearing falsely.’ LORD, do not your eyes look for truth? You struck them, but they felt no pain; 

you crushed them, but they refused correction. They made their faces harder than stone and refused to repent.’ 
Jeremiah 5:1-3 

Just to show how bad things are God says, presumably to Jeremiah, to go up and down the streets of Jerusalem. 

Search to see if you can find just one upright man. If you find just one honest, truthful man then I will forgive this 

city. Though these people used God’s name, they didn’t follow. They are not grieved at anything. We may feel the 

horror that Jeremiah was not able to find an honest man in Jerusalem. 

Today we could probably have the same difficulty in Liverpool, or perhaps in our own town. But we know that there 

were good men such as Josiah, Baruch and Zephaniah. Some people believe that 

1. Either the search was confined to certain classes of people, for example, magistrates, or 

2. That the devout religious had gone into hiding, or perhaps into retirement. I don’t believe such an explanation is 

necessary. This is probably ‘hyperbole’, i.e., a figure of speech in which there is a deliberate exaggeration, for the 

purpose of emphasis. 

There are plenty of instances of this in the Bible. In the New Testament for instance, in Matthew 3:5 ‘People went out 

to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.’ 

Matthew 3:6 says that they were baptised by John the Baptist. This is hyperbole because Luke 7:30 says that the 

Pharisees and the experts of the law rejected God and weren’t baptised by John. 

The latter part of Jeremiah 5:1 says, ‘I will forgive this city.’ 

God promised Abraham He would spare Sodom and Gomorrah if 10 righteous persons could be found. But here in 

Jeremiah, He went further than that, showing His great love and affection for His chosen people. God has tried to 

chastise them, but it didn’t seem to bother them. God has brought famine, and drought, but it hasn’t affected them for 

the good. They are harder than stone. 

‘I thought, ‘These are only the poor; they are foolish, for they do not know the way of the LORD, the requirements of 
their God. So, I will go to the leaders and speak to them; surely, they know the way of the LORD, the requirements of 

their God.’ But with one accord they too had broken off the yoke and torn off the bonds. Therefore, a lion from the 
forest will attack them, a wolf from the desert will ravage them, a leopard will lie in wait near their towns to tear to 

pieces any who venture out, for their rebellion is great and their backslidings many.’ Jeremiah 5:4-6 

Among other things, these verses suggest that the initial search for the honest man hadn’t included a search of the 

whole population. It suggests that it was partial. So now there is a decision to search among the higher echelon of 

society. But the results were no better. 
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‘They too had broken off the yoke.’ These were the fastenings that secured the yoke around the animal’s neck. The 

simple meaning here is that the well-educated were just as sinful as the remainder of the population. 

These dangerous animals, the lion, the wolf and the leopard, signify the Babylonians, whom the Lord would use 

against Judah. After the fall of the Northern kingdom, Israel, such wild animals became a great threat to the safety of 

the people living in certain areas, 2 Kings 17:25ff. Although it’s not been stressed here, the message is clear. 

The ox throws off Its yoke and flees from its master and is devoured by the wild beasts. The lion is known for its 

strength. The wolf is most ravenous. And the leopard is the swiftest of the wild animals. So, what does this tell us? 

The wolf is ravenous, the lion will attack, and the leopard lies in wait, referring to the army that is coming. 

‘Why should I forgive you? Your children have forsaken me and sworn by gods that are not gods. I supplied all their 
needs, yet they committed adultery and thronged to the houses of prostitutes. They are well-fed, lusty stallions, each 

neighing for another man’s wife. Should I not punish them for this?’ declares the LORD. ‘Should I not avenge myself 
on such a nation as this? ‘Go through her vineyards and ravage them, but do not destroy them completely. Strip off 
her branches, for these people do not belong to the LORD. The people of Israel and the people of Judah have been 
utterly unfaithful to me,’ declares the LORD. They have lied about the LORD; they said, ‘He will do nothing! No 

harm will come to us; we will never see sword or famine. The prophets are but wind and the word is not in them; so 
let what they say be done to them.’ Therefore, this is what the LORD God Almighty says: ‘Because the people have 
spoken these words, I will make my words in your mouth a fire and these people the wood it consumes. People of 
Israel,’ declares the LORD, ‘I am bringing a distant nation against you—an ancient and enduring nation, a people 

whose language you do not know, whose speech you do not understand. Their quivers are like an open grave; all of 
them are mighty warriors. They will devour your harvests and food, devour your sons and daughters; they will devour 
your flocks and herds, devour your vines and fig trees. With the sword they will destroy the fortified cities in which 

you trust. ‘Yet even in those days,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will not destroy you completely.’ Jeremiah 5:7-18 

God’s reasoning over the rebellion. God had been pleading with them because of the rebellion. Now He is reasoning 

over them because of the rebellion. God cannot pardon them. They have gone too far. The domestic situation was 

demoralising. Everyone was corrupt, tricked by their own lies. It isn’t God who is lying. They are consuming one 

another. God says, if that is the way that you want it, I will let others devour you as well. 

‘Go through her vineyards and ravage them.’ Let’s look at this verse carefully, because of its importance. Note the 

phrase ‘strip off her branches’. 

This refers to pruning the grapevine. This is not to destroy the vine completely. But it does mean to prune it severely. 

This shows the importance of God’s promise, that He would not destroy Judah completely. Not only here, but 

in Jeremiah 5:18 God says, ‘I will not destroy you completely,’ and in Jeremiah 4:27 God says, ‘I will not destroy it 

completely.’ 

This pledge is given no less than three times in these two chapters. It is one of the most important themes throughout 

the book of Jeremiah. It means that all of the glorious promises, to the patriarchs, would be fulfilled. It’s that 

‘righteous remnant’ that we referred to earlier from Isaiah. They would, indeed, return from Babylon and form the 

nucleus of the New Israel in Jesus Christ. 

‘And when the people ask, ‘Why has the LORD our God done all this to us?’ you will tell them, ‘As you have 
forsaken me and served foreign gods in your own land, so now you will serve foreigners in a land not your own.’ 

‘Announce this to the descendants of Jacob and proclaim it in Judah: Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, who 
have eyes but do not see, who have ears but do not hear: Should you not fear me?’ declares the LORD. ‘Should you 
not tremble in my presence? I made the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves 

may roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it. But these people have stubborn and 
rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and gone away. They do not say to themselves, ‘Let us fear the LORD our 

God, who gives autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular weeks of harvest.’ Your 
wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have deprived you of good. ‘Among my people are the wicked who lie 

in wait like men who snare birds and like those who set traps to catch people. Like cages full of birds, their houses are 
full of deceit; they have become rich and powerful and have grown fat and sleek. Their evil deeds have no limit; they 
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do not seek justice. They do not promote the case of the fatherless; they do not defend the just cause of the poor. 
Should I not punish them for this?’ declares the LORD. ‘Should I not avenge myself on such a nation as this? ‘A 
horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land: The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own 

authority, and my people love it this way. But what will you do in the end?’ Jeremiah 5:19-31 

THIS IS REPETITION. SOCIAL DISOBEDIENCE 

Men trapping men like birds. Failure and fear. They are deceiving men to line their own pockets. Civil disobedience, 

not exercising justice. Then there were the priests, the scribes, the prophets committing perjury. God’s message to 

man is lost and man’s plea to God is lost. 

Jeremiah 5:30-31 is a summary of the conditions of Judah in the days of Jeremiah, preceding the fall of Jerusalem and 

the captivity of God’s people. The cause of the problem is the failure of Judah to honour their religious duty, of 

praising and worshipping God. This made way for the false prophets and the deceiving priests who deceived and 

encouraged the people to sin. 

With no true religious believers to follow, the people fell into all sorts of selfish and lustful sins. With no adequate 

guidance, they quickly degenerated into a nation of idolaters, oppressors, into debauchery. And the people loved it. 

There was no genuine hope. There was no hope whatsoever of the condition ever healing itself. 

As it was in the days of the flood, every thought and imagination of men’s hearts were evil, evil continually. The 

mission of Abraham and his followers to keep alive the knowledge and love of the true God had, at last, totally failed, 

except for the righteous remnant. 

The last sentence of this chapter says, ‘what will you do in the end?’ This was not only a question that concerned 

God’s people but God Himself. What would God do? What would God do now that His people had failed, once 

again? 

One thing is certain nothing ever takes God by surprise. And this disaster didn’t take Him by surprise. When we read 

the first two chapters of Paul’s letter to the Romans we can get a glimpse of the disastrous situation that comes to the 

surface as a result of sin. 

So, what do we conclude from this chapter? Not one honest man was found in the streets of Jerusalem. 

CHAPTER 6 

The NIV heads this chapter, ‘Jerusalem under siege’. Other authors head it ‘Destruction from the North’ or 

‘Destruction of Jerusalem’. There is very little in the chapter that requires any extensive research. It’s the same 

repetition of remorse, reminders and rejection. 

God makes it perfectly clear why it was required to punish and destroy His people. Jerusalem was producing nothing 

but wickedness, and violent oppression, Jeremiah 6:7. They wouldn’t hear the word of God. Jeremiah 6:10. All of 

them dealt falsely, Jeremiah 6:13. They loved their false prophets who cried, Peace, peace when there was no 

peace, Jeremiah 6:14. They refused to be ashamed of their sins. Jeremiah 6:15. They even claimed, ‘We will not 

listen to God.’ Jeremiah 6:17 
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Their thoughts were evil, and they rejected God’s Law, Jeremiah 6:19. Their insincere offerings were not acceptable 

by God, Jeremiah 6:21. They had become a revolting nation, all of them habitual slanderers, Jeremiah 6:28. God’s 

patience ran out, He rejected them and consigned them to destruction and captivity, Jeremiah 6:30. 

FLEE FOR SAFETY 

‘Flee for safety, people of Benjamin! Flee from Jerusalem! Sound the trumpet in Tekoa! Raise the signal over Beth 
Hakkerem! For disaster looms out of the north, even terrible destruction.’ Jeremiah 6:1 

The reason Benjamin is mentioned is because Jerusalem, geographically, belonged to the territory of Benjamin. 

In Jeremiah 4:6 they were warned to flee ‘to Jerusalem’. 

Now they are warned to ‘get out of Jerusalem’. The capital of Judah is doomed to destruction. Blow the trumpet. 

ANOTHER WARNING OF DISASTER COMING 

‘I will destroy Daughter Zion, so beautiful and delicate. Shepherds with their flocks will come against her; they will 
pitch their tents around her, each tending his own portion.’ ‘Prepare for battle against her! Arise, let us attack at noon! 

But, alas, the daylight is fading, and the shadows of evening grow long. So, arise, let us attack at night and destroy 
her fortresses!’ Jeremiah 6:2-5 

This is almost parabolic. Judah is a beautiful delicate woman, needing protection. But she doesn’t want it. So, the 

army will come like shepherds. The army of those days usually pitched its tents and rested from the journey for a day, 

talking over old battles. But this army was keen to go in, at noon. They seem anxious to get into battle. 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Cut down the trees and build siege ramps against Jerusalem. This city must 
be punished; it is filled with oppression. As a well pours out its water, so she pours out her wickedness. Violence and 
destruction resound in her; her sickness and wounds are ever before me. Take warning, Jerusalem, or I will turn away 

from you and make your land desolate so no one can live in it.’ Jeremiah 6:6-8 

A reminder of her ways. God is in control. The suggested plan of attack was very common for that day. Cut down 

trees and build siege ramps to use against Jerusalem. The destruction of Its daughter is coming. There will be 

violence in the streets. 

This doesn’t refer to fruit trees. They would be needed to feed the besieging army. But all of the other trees would 

have been needed to build towers, for overlooking the city, and presumably for other fortifications, as already 

mentioned. If God hadn’t intervened, what would the outcome have been today? Perhaps He did them a favour! 

Though they wouldn’t have thought so at the time. God is going to depart. 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Let them glean the remnant of Israel as thoroughly as a vine; pass your hand 
over the branches again, like one gathering grapes.’ To whom can I speak and give warning? Who will listen to me? 

Their ears are closed so they cannot hear. The word of the LORD is offensive to them; they find no pleasure in it. But 
I am full of the wrath of the LORD, and I cannot hold it in. ‘Pour it out on the children in the street and on the young 
men gathered together; both husband and wife will be caught in it, and the old, those weighed down with years. Their 

houses will be turned over to others, together with their fields and their wives, when I stretch out my hand against 
those who live in the land,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 6:9-12 

A reminder of the refusal to heed all of the various warnings given. We have the picture of a wine dresser. There will 

be no grapes left on the vines. The destruction will be total. It will affect all of the children, the young men, the old, 
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etc. No one will escape, everyone will suffer. Houses, fields, wives, everything will become booty for the invaders. 

What a horrible destruction. 

‘From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. They dress the 
wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace. Are they 

ashamed of their detestable conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. So, they 
will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when I punish them,’ says the LORD. This is what the LORD 
says: ‘Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you 
will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ I appointed watchmen over you and said, ‘Listen 

to the sound of the trumpet!’ But you said, ‘We will not listen.’ Jeremiah 6:13-17 

Again, a reminder of how it happened. Things have gone from bad to worse. Materialism was always a problem then, 

and always will be. 

Jeremiah 6:16 is a rich passage. 

‘This is what the Lord says, ‘Stand at the cross-roads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, 
and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 

Judah was to be a diamond in the midst of rocks. But what a sad end to the story. Stand and seek. Select the good 

Ground and walk in it. It is not just any old path, it’s the good way. Walk in it. Here is a challenge for all of us, 

‘Stand at the crossroads and look’. 

Look and see and ask. How stupid it is when men go through life without a thoughtful, careful examination of the 

way that they have chosen. 

‘Ask for the ancient paths’. The ancient paths were the ways of faith, devotion and honour of the one true God. These 

were revealed to God’s people in the Pentateuch. Today the ‘good way’ is found for us in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

There is a call for action here. It’s not enough to know about the ‘good way’, they need to ‘walk in it’. 

Those who walk in the good way will find rest for their souls. Jesus identified Himself in this good way in what we 

call the Great Invitation in Matthew 11:28-30. 

Paul tells us how to walk in Ephesians. 

Once you walked in transgression and sins, following the course of this world, Ephesians 2:1. 

We were created for good work and ‘we should walk in them,’ Ephesians 2:10. 

Walk in love. Ephesians 5:1. 

Walk as children of light, Ephesians 5:7-10. 

Look carefully how you walk, Ephesians 5:15. 

Read also Ephesians 4:1-3 and Ephesians 4:17-24. 

If we did this, we would have satisfaction for our souls. Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30 ‘Come to me, all you who 

are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ 

Back in Jeremiah 6:16, how sad this is. All that they had in the past. All they could have had then and in the future, 

but they will not walk in God’s ways. 

‘Therefore hear, you nations; you who are witnesses, observe what will happen to them. Hear, you earth: I am 
bringing disaster on this people, the fruit of their schemes, because they have not listened to my words and have 

rejected my law. What do I care about incense from Sheba or sweet calamus from a distant land? Your burnt 
offerings are not acceptable; your sacrifices do not please me.’ Jeremiah 6:18-20 
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The solemn invitation is to the whole Gentile world, as well as the whole earth to hear what God will do needs some 

special understanding. It’s the promise of God to ‘bring evil against His own people.’ After the captivity of the Jews, 

they never again enjoyed the status of being the wife of God. 

All of the promises of Abraham would afterwards be fulfilled in Christ Jesus. However, no Jews were ever rejected, 

just because of their race. But he would never again be automatically a member of the new covenant on account of 

his race. 

God wasn’t against the sacrifices He asked for, but He was against the way these sacrifices were being offered. 

Sacrifices from habitual sinners, insincere and hypocritical worshippers were an abomination to God and therefore, 

not acceptable to Him. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘I will put obstacles before this people. Parents and children alike will 
stumble over them; neighbours and friends will perish.’ This is what the LORD says: ‘Look, an army is coming from 
the land of the north; a great nation is being stirred up from the ends of the earth. They are armed with bow and spear; 
they are cruel and show no mercy. They sound like the roaring sea as they ride on their horses; they come like men in 
battle formation to attack you, Daughter Zion.’ We have heard reports about them, and our hands hang limp. Anguish 

has gripped us, pain like that of a woman in labour. Do not go out to the fields or walk on the roads, for the enemy 
has a sword, and there is terror on every side. Put on sackcloth, my people, and roll in ashes; mourn with bitter 

wailing as for an only son, for suddenly the destroyer will come upon us. ‘I have made you a tester of metals and my 
people the ore, that you may observe and test their ways. They are all hardened rebels, going about to slander. They 

are bronze and iron; they all act corruptly.’ Jeremiah 6:21-28 

Repetition, repetition and more repetition. An external force and the slaughter will be cruel, and no mercy will be 

shown. Why should there be? No pity will be given. Stumbling blocks on which they will fall. Internal fear. You get 

the idea from Jeremiah 6:24 that the people are frightening themselves with the stories of this oncoming army. Stay in 

the city, it’s safe, so they thought! No one can hide from or escape the wrath of God. They always think they are safe 

in the city. 

The Babylonians were cruel invaders but perhaps not quite as terrible as the Assyrians. Some people believe that 

Judah’s deliverance through the Babylonians was an element of mercy on God’s part but both invasions were terrible. 

It was the custom of the Jewish people to put ashes on their heads but to ‘roll in ashes’ refers to something more than 

ordinary grief. 

‘The bellows blow fiercely to burn away the lead with fire, but the refining goes on in vain; the wicked are not purged 
out. They are called rejected silver, because the LORD has rejected them.’ Jeremiah 6:29-31 

They should have been like gold but like bronze and iron, they are all mixed up. Even with God ‘refining’, it did no 

good. Malachi 3:1-3 speaks of the refining fire that gets everything pure. This is what God wanted for Judah. 

CHAPTER 7 

‘This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ‘Stand at the gate of the LORD’s house and there proclaim 
this message: ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the 

LORD. This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let 
you live in this place.’ Jeremiah 7:1-3 

Some have believed that the sermon of this chapter was given in the first part of the reign of Jehoiakim, 608 B.C. The 

result of the sermon was explained in Jeremiah 26. But it is also possible that the message was given in the last years 

of Josiah, with similar thoughts given at a later date. 
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This message was delivered at the temple gate. The time of deliverance may have been during one of their national 

festivals. His call is for a change in their behaviour. Their repentance must be more than the outward reformation of 

ceremonies as that which took place during the days of Josiah when he destroyed the places of idol worship 

throughout Judah. Their repentance must be sincere and from the heart. 

‘Do not trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD!’ If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, if you do not oppress the 
foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other 

gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever and ever. But 
look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless. ‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, 

burn incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this house, 
which bears my Name, and say, ‘We are safe’—safe to do all these detestable things? Has this house, which bears my 

Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD. ‘Go now to the place in 
Shiloh where I first made a dwelling for my Name, and see what I did to it because of the wickedness of my people 
Israel. While you were doing all these things, declares the LORD, I spoke to you again and again, but you did not 

listen; I called you, but you did not answer. Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now do to the house that bears my 
Name, the temple you trust in, the place I gave to you and your ancestors. I will thrust you from my presence, just as I 

did all your fellow Israelites, the people of Ephraim.’ Jeremiah 7:4-15 

The exhortations that Jeremiah makes in Jeremiah 7:4-9 indicate the moral low to which they had digressed to be 

considered such a vile society. But because God was calling on them to repent, they could be assured that God still 

cared for them and sought their good. 

They were incredibly audacious. They did all those things that were against the law of God and yet came to the 

temple that had been dedicated to God. They were like the Pharisees and priests who crucified Jesus. They planned 

and executed a murder scheme, but would not take back the thirty pieces of silver they had given to Judas to betray 

Jesus, Matthew 26:15 / Matthew 27:3-8. 

Taking back the money into the temple treasury was against the law. Legalistic religious leaders with evil motives 

will always be inconsistent in their application of the law. They will break the law in order to keep their own law and 

traditions, Mark 7:1-9. They were religious leaders who clung to their positions in order to maintain their financial 

security, Matthew 21:13. They used the religious spirit of the people as an opportunity to be supported full-time. 

Since they believed that God would not allow the temple to be destroyed, they concluded that God would never allow 

Jerusalem to fall. But the people were trusting in the lying words of their false prophets. Jeremiah reminded them of 

their history. 

The ark was at one time placed in Shiloh, 1 Samuel 4. The people subsequently made Shiloh a sacred place. But 

eventually, Shiloh was destroyed. God would do the same to Jerusalem, regardless of whether the ark was in the city. 

Man should never make any place sacred, and thus assume that God condones his desire for holy places. God’s 

throne is in heaven, and there He will keep it. They had the example of their northern ten tribes who were taken into 

Assyrian captivity in 722/21 B.C. God said that the same would happen to Judah. 

‘So, do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for them; do not plead with me, for I will not listen to 
you. Do you not see what they are doing in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?’ Jeremiah 7:16-17 

Jeremiah was moved to prayer for the people. But sometimes a people are beyond prayer, 1 John 5:16-17. If they 

were set in sin, then they did not deserve the prayers of a righteous man. 

They were beyond any request that God would answer for their deliverance. The people had become so accustomed 

to their idol gods that they openly made sacrifices to them in the streets of Jerusalem. 

‘The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough and make cakes to offer to the 
Queen of Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other gods to arouse my anger. But am I the one they are 

provoking? declares the LORD. Are they not rather harming themselves, to their own shame? ‘Therefore, this is what 
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the Sovereign LORD says: My anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place—on man and beast, on the trees 

of the field and on the crops of your land—and it will burn and not be quenched.’ Jeremiah 7:18-20 

The ‘Queen of Heaven’ was the heathen goddess, Ishtar, the Babylonian fertility goddess. It isn’t possible to describe 

the shameful, licentious worship which characterised the idolatry of the Queen of Heaven. Stephen’s mention of 

Israel’s worshipping ‘the heavenly bodies’, in Acts 7:42 is a reference to this very goddess, who was also said to be 

represented by the planet Venus. As I’ve already said, she was also identified as Ishtar in Babylon and also to the 

moon-goddess. 

Why were God’s people attracted to this? Because it gratified the lust of the flesh which is supplied in abundance. 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go ahead, add your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices 
and eat the meat yourselves! For when I brought your ancestors out of Egypt and spoke to them, I did not just give 
them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your 

God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I command you, that it may go well with you. But they did 
not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward 

and not forward. From the time your ancestors left Egypt until now, day after day, again and again I sent you my 
servants the prophets. But they did not listen to me or pay attention. They were stiff-necked and did more evil than 

their ancestors.’ ‘When you tell them all this, they will not listen to you; when you call to them, they will not answer. 
Therefore, say to them, ‘This is the nation that has not obeyed the LORD its God or responded to correction. Truth 

has perished; it has vanished from their lips.’ Jeremiah 7:21-28 

This lays down the proper approach to worship. The foundation of this is obedience. Listen to what God has to say, 

and obey Him. God has always directed how one should worship Him. To obey is pleasing and acceptable to Him. So 

simple is this statement, and yet man is so slow to accept it. If you do what I ask, you will find rest in your souls. But 

they don’t want to hear. It is not for man to know how to direct himself. 

Part of what we often call Jeremiah’s Prayer, says this, ‘I know, O Lord, that a man’s life is not his own; it is not for 

man to direct his steps. Correct me. Lord, but only with justice, not in your anger, lest you reduce me to 

nothing.’ Jeremiah 10:23-24 

Instead of going forward, they were going backward. Even though all of this Jeremiah is continuing his prophetic 

work. He knows that he Is talking to people whose hearts are dead. He knew what the outcome would be. 

So why bother? 

He was willing to do this because he wanted the truth to be known. That’s why he continued. He tells them these 

things, but they do not listen. 

‘Cut off your hair and throw it away; take up a lament on the barren heights, for the LORD has rejected and 
abandoned this generation that is under his wrath. ‘The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the 

LORD. They have set up their detestable idols in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it. They have built 
the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire—something I did 

not command, nor did it enter my mind. So beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when people will no 
longer call it Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter, for they will bury the dead in 

Topheth until there is no more room.’ Jeremiah 7:29-32 

These verses show how acceptable worship has been polluted and destroyed. The idea of cutting off your hair was a 

sign of being unclean, Numbers 6:9-18. 

‘Cut off your hair and throw it away’, Jerusalem is commanded to go into mourning for herself. When a Nazarite 

touched a corpse, he was defiled. So, he was required to cut his hair. Here it signifies Jerusalem being defiled, and 

God finds no excuse for her. He announces His rejection of the once chosen race. God didn’t do this just because they 

worshipped the Queen of Heaven. He passed this terrible sentence upon them for many additional reasons. 



24 

The Valley of Ben Hinnom is where they sacrificed to Molech, sacrificed their own children. It will be called the 

Valley of Slaughter. They will bury their dead there until there is no more room for the bodies. There will be so many 

dead bodies It will soon be filled up. 

In the New Testament, the word Gehenna stands for ‘hell’ and is derived from the ‘Valley of Ben Hinnom.’ 

It’s the infamous ravine south of Jerusalem where the statue of Molech was situated. This was the scene of Judah’s 

sacrificing their children to that pagan god. There were other horrible practices mentioned, but the terrible sacrifices 

of their sons and daughters to Molech had God in the high heavens demanding His vengeance against the practice. 

Matthew Henry says, they ‘burned their children alive, killed them, killed them in the cruellest manner imaginable, to 

honour and appease those idols that were devils and not gods.’ 

‘Then the carcasses of this people will become food for the birds and the wild animals, and there will be no one to 
frighten them away. I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in 

the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will become desolate.’ Jeremiah 7:33-34 

Everything is going to be miserable. There will be an end to the bride and groom. There will be no happy marriages. 

The horrible slaughter in the Valley of Ben Hinnom probably took place when Jerusalem fell to Babylon. Where once 

God’s people had killed and sacrificed their own children, they would themselves be killed either exposed to birds of 

prey or left unburied and exposed. 

I would like to mention something about ‘worship’ before we move on to Jeremiah 8. 

In verse 4 of this chapter, we looked briefly at this verse that said, ‘Do not trust in deceptive words and say, this is the 

temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’ 

If a person wants to worship God acceptably, he needs to be in the right place. And in Jeremiah’s day, the right place 

was the temple. I find it interesting that, in Jeremiah’s sermon, people were saying, ‘This is the temple of the LORD, 

the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD’, even though their worship wasn’t acceptable. They had problems 

with their worship. 

But, you might say, at least they were in the right place, they were in the temple of the Lord. Yes, that’s true. Today 

we need to be in the right place, the church. But when we are in the church we should say the right words, and do the 

right things. 

In verse 28 of Jeremiah’s sermon he says, ‘Therefore say to them, this is the nation that has not obeyed the Lord its 

God or responded to correction. Truth has perished, it has vanished from their lips.’ 

So, what was God saying to Judah? I want you to say the right things. But He also wants them to do the right things. 

After the reforms in Jeremiah’s day, the reforms of Josiah, they were doing the right things. They had found the book 

of the law. They were saying what the book of the law said. They began to do what the book of the law said. So, they 

were doing the right things. 

But verse 30 says, ‘The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the Lord. They have set up their 

detestable idols in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it.’ 

We don’t just bring whatever WE want to bring, to the Lord’s Church and call that the worship of God. In the 

worship of God, we bring what HE wants us to bring. 

Whenever there was an innovation, in Judah’s day, that went beyond or fell short of what God had asked, that was 

pollution. I wonder what we would call it today? 
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The right place, the right words, the right things, but something was missing. A true relationship with God. This was 

lacking. God said in verse 5, ‘If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, if you 

do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not 

follow other gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in this place, in the land that I gave to your forefathers.’ 

What is God saying? That worship is not divorced from life. Worship means that one lives his life well before God. 

That he treats the people that he meets on Monday or any other day of the week, as he should. That he deals honestly 

with them, correctly with them. Worship has to affect the way we live, must affect our lives. Judah lacked a 

relationship with God. 

Look at verses 9-11. God says, ‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and 

follow other gods you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this house, which bears my Name, and 

say ‘We are safe’, safe to do all these detestable things? Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of 

robbers to you?’ 

A den of robbers was a place of safety for them, after the evil deeds that they performed. So, what is God telling 

them? You can’t look upon my house as a place of safety, a place where you come after you have lived, for the other 

days of the week, as though you didn’t know me. Don’t you think it was amazing? They were at the right place. They 

said the right words. They did the right things. BUT, they had no relationship with God. 

When we move to Jeremiah 8, we will find Jeremiah saying in verse 20, ‘The harvest is past, the summer has ended, 

and we are not saved.’ 

This simply means that the last opportunity for Judah to repent and turn to the Lord has already slipped away. The 

harvest refers to the early Summer months, April to June. The ending of Summer means the approach of Autumn, the 

end of the final harvest for that year. There will be nothing more for another year. This is a metaphor for the 

termination of all of Judah’s lost opportunities. The Winter of God’s judgment is coming swiftly upon them. 

Let’s look again at verse 23 of Jeremiah’s sermon. Jeremiah says that God ‘gave them this command: obey me, and I 

will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I command you, that it may go well with you.’ 

What has God always asked of man? That we obey His will. The essence of a relationship with God is a knowledge 

of God, a surrender of human will, of self-rule, and then obedience to the commands of God. 

CHAPTER 8 

If I were to give a title to Jeremiah 8 it would be taken from verse 20, ‘The harvest is past, the summer has ended’. 

All opportunities for repentance and return to God are gone, the nation is rushing into destruction. 

‘At that time, declares the LORD, the bones of the kings and officials of Judah, the bones of the priests and prophets, 
and the bones of the people of Jerusalem will be removed from their graves. They will be exposed to the sun and the 
moon and all the stars of the heavens, which they have loved and served and which they have followed and consulted 
and worshiped. They will not be gathered up or buried, but will be like dung lying on the ground. Wherever I banish 

them, all the survivors of this evil nation will prefer death to life, declares the LORD Almighty.’ Jeremiah 8:1-3 

There is shame and despair here. There is no respect for death. Kings may have been buried in honour, but breaking 

open their tombs is just showing mockery. They will be just like refuse lying on the ground. Everyone living at that 

time will see nothing but hopelessness. They will prefer death to life. They would rather die than serve foreign 

nations. 
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There are five points in this verse that show why they worshipped the heavenly hosts because they loved them, they 

served them, they followed them, they consulted them, so they worshipped them. The false leaders have betrayed the 

people by leading them into paganism, to worship the sun, the moon and the stars. Therefore, the bones of these 

worshippers will be exposed to the sun, the moon and the stars, which were not able to help them. In fact, the sun 

would only hasten the decay of their bones. 

‘Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘When people fall down, do they not get up? When someone turns away, 
do they not return? Why then have these people turned away? Why does Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to 

deceit; they refuse to return. I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. None of them repent of their 
wickedness, saying, ‘What have I done?’ Each pursues their own course like a horse charging into battle. Even the 

stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their 
migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the LORD. ‘How can you say, ‘We are wise, for we have 

the law of the LORD,’ when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely? The wise will be put to 
shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom do 

they have? Therefore, I will give their wives to other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to the 
greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. They dress the wound of my people as 

though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace. Are they ashamed of their detestable 
conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. So, they will fall among the fallen; they 

will be brought down when they are punished, says the LORD. ‘I will take away their harvest, declares the LORD. 
There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given 
them will be taken from them.’ Why are we sitting here? Gather together! Let us flee to the fortified cities and perish 
there! For the LORD our God has doomed us to perish and given us poisoned water to drink, because we have sinned 

against him.’ Jeremiah 8:4-14 

There was no repentance. They didn’t turn back to God. Not only was there no change, but there wasn’t a person to 

be found who stopped to look at himself and say, what have I done? They had no pride in themselves as God’s 

people. 

The stork came to Jerusalem in March and left in April. The storks knew when they had to go. But the people didn’t 

know the requirements of the Lord. They were too thick. They had no respect for God’s law, so, how would they call 

themselves wise? Anyone who rejects God’s word should ask himself, what is wisdom? How can you nave wisdom 

without God? 

‘My people do not know the Lord.’ This is one of the most important statements in Jeremiah. It wasn’t that the people 

didn’t have the Law. They had it, but they didn’t know it, they didn’t study it, they didn’t meditate upon it, they 

didn’t obey it. 

‘The lying pen of the scribes.’ The Law of God is found in the first five books of the Old Testament, known as the 

Pentateuch. Some people say that the written law did not exist in those days. Any person with intelligence doesn’t 

need a scholar to explain the meaning of this verse. The lying pen of the scribes has handled the law falsely. 

There are plenty of references throughout the book of Jeremiah referring to the man-made divisions of the Law of 

Moses. The meaning of this verse is so important, that the scribes studied and copied the Law. This verse, and others, 

teach us that the written law was with them at that time. They had no pride in themselves and purity. 

THE RESULTS? 

Fields not producing produce. Times of trouble. News is scaring people. The people living around Jerusalem have 

decided to flee ‘to the fortified cities’, as all hope is lost. They think they may survive a little longer there. But even 

there they expect to ‘perish’. 
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‘We hoped for peace but no good has come, for a time of healing but there is only terror. The snorting of the enemy’s 

horses is heard from Dan; at the neighing of their stallions the whole land trembles. They have come to devour the 
land and everything in it, the city and all who live there. ‘See, I will send venomous snakes among you, vipers that 

cannot be charmed, and they will bite you,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 8:15-17 

It seems that the farming people were more perceptive of the impending danger than those who lived in the city. They 

put their trust in fleeing to the fortified cities in times of peril. But there they would face death. They might hope for 

better times, but there were no better times to come. The enemy of the north was already on its way. Jeremiah speaks 

in verb tense as if it had already happened. Thus, it was too late for repentance. The time had come for the land to be 

devoured. The enemy was like a serpent that could not be charmed, but would eventually bite. 

‘You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me. Listen to the cry of my people from a land far 
away: ‘Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King no longer there?’ ‘Why have they aroused my anger with their images, 

with their worthless foreign idols?’ ‘The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.’ Since my 
people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician 

there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?’ Jeremiah 8:18-22 

Two voices crying 

1. The people, because of slaughter and captivity. 

2. God Himself, because of the attitude of the people. Because of distinction. Because of everything He saw in His 

people. Why did it have to be this way? 

The harvest has come and gone, and there is nothing to show for it. The winter of God’s judgment is on them. 

Jeremiah says I am crushed. I mourn. We often refer to Jeremiah as the ‘weeping prophet’, and he was. Some people 

deny this. They say that we may call him the reluctant prophet, or the praying prophet, or the suffering prophet, or the 

preaching prophet, but not the weeping prophet, because he never wasted his time weeping, when there was work to 

be done. All of this is true, but Lamentations shows the sorrow that he felt at the Fall of Jerusalem. 

IS THERE NO BALM IN GILEAD? 

Compare with Genesis 37:25. Gilead was a centre of medicine. But Judah is not going to be cured. She has a big, 

open wound, and the physician is trying to cure it with a small piece of sticking plaster! Nobody can help her. 

Certainly, there is a balm in Gilead, and yes, there is a true physician there. But all of the blame for Israel’s sorrows 

must rest upon them themselves, for not applying the wonderful remedy which God provided for them. 

And it is of interest that the ‘balm of Gilead’ has come to stand as a metaphor for salvation through Jesus Christ. We 

sing hymns about this, in particular, ‘There is a balm in Gilead, that heals the sin-sick soul. There is a balm in Gilead 

that makes the sinner whole.’ 

CHAPTER 9 

God and the prophet’s lament over the lost, this chapter is a Lament for a Fallen Nation. The lament is not only 

applicable to God’s people, but the words are just as appropriate to millions in today’s world, who have forsaken their 

first love, and chosen to wallow in sexual pleasures, rather than to live the true standards of God. 
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At the beginning of the chapter, God pours out His heart. His sorrow is too deep for words. Ellicott says, ‘who will 

give my head waters,’ it was the type of sorrow where you cannot cry anymore because you have exhausted all of 

your tears. There is an ache inside, but God had no more tears to cry. Why? Because of the sentence on the people. 

And also on the cities and the country itself. 

‘Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep day and night for the slain of 
my people. Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging place for travellers, so that I might leave my people and go away 
from them; for they are all adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people. ‘They make ready their tongue like a bow, to 

shoot lies; it is not by truth that they triumph in the land. They go from one sin to another; they do not acknowledge 
me,’ declares the LORD. ‘Beware of your friends; do not trust anyone in your clan. For every one of them is a 

deceiver, and every friend a slanderer. Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks the truth. They have taught their 
tongues to lie; they weary themselves with sinning. You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to 

acknowledge me,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 9:1-6 

Jeremiah had already wept as much as was possible for him to weep. Here he expressed a wish for the ability to weep 

even more. The people spoke falsely, slander. Evil came from their mouths. Jeremiah used the metaphor of a bow and 

arrows to describe it. The bow and arrow were weapons of war in that age. Jeremiah says that they ‘shoot lies’, like 

arrows, with their tongue. 

Lying, deceit, treachery, adultery, and idolatry. They were the everyday sins in Judah. The people had literally worn 

themselves out with sinning! Such excess of perversions can weaken the body. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘See, I will refine and test them, for what else can I do because of 
the sin of my people? Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks deceitfully. With their mouths they all speak cordially 
to their neighbours, but in their hearts, they set traps for them. Should I not punish them for this?’ declares the LORD. 

‘Should I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?’ I will weep and wail for the mountains and take up a lament 
concerning the wilderness grasslands. They are desolate and untraveled, and the lowing of cattle is not heard. The 

birds have all fled and the animals are gone. ‘I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals; and I will lay 
waste the towns of Judah, so no one can live there.’ Jeremiah 9:7-11 

The Jews were just like the rest of humanity no better and no worse. So, why was God disgusted with them? Because 

of their relationship with God. He had given them the Law of Moses. He had taught them the principles of truth and 

morality. He had every right to expect more from them than from other nations. The weeping referred to here was 

because of the desolation that was coming to Jerusalem and Judah. 

The mountains, once teeming with life, the desert pastures, which once supported herds of sheep and cattle, all of this 

was to be destroyed. This would include the Holy City. 

‘I will lay waste the towns of Judah so that no one can live there.’ 

‘Who is wise enough to understand this? Who has been instructed by the LORD and can explain it? Why has the land 
been ruined and laid waste like a desert that no one can cross? The LORD said, ‘It is because they have forsaken my 

law, which I set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. Instead, they have followed the 
stubbornness of their hearts; they have followed the Baals, as their ancestors taught them.’ Therefore, this is what the 
LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, I will make this people eat bitter food and drink poisoned water. I will 
scatter them among nations that neither they nor their ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with the sword 

until I have made an end of them.’ Jeremiah 9:12-16 

God gives His reasons here, they had revolted against the Law, they not only disobeyed God, but they took up arms 

against Him, with their hands they made idols from wood and stone and worshipped them! They worshipped cults, 

they wallowed in the vulgar, sensuous rites of foreign religions. It was for all of these things that God would destroy 

them, and send the remnant into captivity, from which most of them would never return. In verse 15 the RSV says 

‘wormwood’, this is a bitter desert plant. The NIV says ‘eat bitter food.’ 
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‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Consider now! Call for the wailing women to come; send for the most 

skilful of them. Let them come quickly and wail over us till our eyes overflow with tears and water streams from our 
eyelids. The sound of wailing is heard from Zion: ‘How ruined we are! How great is our shame! We must leave our 
land because our houses are in ruins.’ Now, you women, hear the word of the LORD; open your ears to the words of 
his mouth. Teach your daughters how to wail; teach one another a lament. Death has climbed in through our windows 

and has entered our fortresses; it has removed the children from the streets and the young men from the public 
squares. Say, ‘This is what the LORD declares: ‘Dead bodies will lie like dung on the open field, like cut grain 

behind the reaper, with no one to gather them.’ Jeremiah 9:17-22 

God was sad because of the sentence He had to make on His people, and because of the suffering that His people 

were going through. Let the women cry with us ‘till our eyes overflow with tears and water streams from our 

eyelids.’ 

The women lament. No longer are they happy because of their easy life. Even the daughters are taught to cry. And 

also, because death has come to EVERY household. 

Some scholars claim that this is a description ‘after the event’. So, had this event already happened, or was it 

something Jeremiah was prophesying for the future? Why would Jeremiah say, at the end of verse 20, ‘teach your 

daughters how to wail’, if it had already happened? We learn from the Minor Prophets, in particular in Micah, that 

these great predictive prophesies of the Old Testament carry their own built-in proof of authenticity, and this is 

another example of the same thing. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich 
boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I 

am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the 
LORD.’ Jeremiah 9:23-24 

The knowledge of God and His way of salvation is preferred above all the honours, power, riches and achievements 

of mankind. Three important words come to mind as I read this verse, ‘Know the Lord’ God says here, ‘Let him who 

boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and 

righteousness on earth, for on these I delight.’ 

The only proper ground for anyone’s glorying is in the right relationship with God. ‘Know the Lord’, an excellent 

title for a sermon. 

‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will punish all who are circumcised only in the flesh—Egypt, 
Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab and all who live in the wilderness in distant places. For all these nations are really 

uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is uncircumcised in heart.’ Jeremiah 9:25-26 

God is not a respecter of persons. Therefore, being a Jew was no guarantee that one would be treated with greater 

respect in judgment. The Jews, therefore, had no advantage over the Gentiles when it came to the judgment of God. 

The most important thing to remember is obedience to the word of God, 1 Corinthians 7:19. If one does not obey 

God, whether he is circumcised or uncircumcised, he will suffer the judgment of God. 

In reference to Judah, the meaning is that religious ceremonies of the law do not give one an advantage over the 

Gentiles to whom the ceremonies were not given. God judges according to our hearts, not according to our 

performance of religious ceremonies. 

CHAPTER 10 
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This is God versus idols. It shows the stupidity of idols. This whole chapter was written shortly before the Babylonian 

capture of Jerusalem for the first time. And at that time, they were well into idolatry. One of the things they would do 

was to chop down a tree, carve it into some shape, and worship it as their god! They needed to be told, over and over 

again, that this was ridiculous. So, this was another warning. 

And because this chapter mentions the nearness of a Babylonian invasion, it was appropriate that Jeremiah should 

give the people another dramatic warning not only about their existing idolatry but especially of the idolatry that they 

were sure to face in Babylon. 

Some people believe that Jeremiah took this description of idols almost word for word from Isaiah’s chapters 40-44. I 

agree it’s similar, but they were, after all, talking about the same thing that was happening amongst their people, so 

wouldn’t expect it to be much different! 

I do like, in particular, one extract from Isaiah on the subject, from chapter 44 Isaiah says that a man cuts down a tree 

and in verse 16, ‘Half of the wood he burns in the fire, over he prepares his meal and warms himself. From the rest he 

makes his god, his idol; he bows down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, ‘Save me, you? are my god.’ 

They know nothing. They understand nothing. 

‘Hear what the LORD says to you, people of Israel. This is what the LORD says: ‘Do not learn the ways of the 
nations or be terrified by signs in the heavens, though the nations are terrified by them. For the practices of the 

peoples are worthless; they cut a tree out of the forest, and a craftsman shapes it with his chisel.’ Jeremiah 10:1-3 

There is absolutely no way that Jeremiah could have made it any clearer. It was to help the Jews to reject the idol 

worship that they would encounter in Babylon. 

‘They adorn it with silver and gold; they fasten it with hammer and nails, so it will not totter. Like a scarecrow in a 
cucumber field, their idols cannot speak; they must be carried because they cannot walk. Do not fear them; they can 
do no harm, nor can they do any good.’ No one is like you, LORD; you are great, and your name is mighty in power. 
Who should not fear you, King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise leaders of the nations and in all 

their kingdoms, there is no one like you. They are all senseless and foolish; they are taught by worthless wooden 
idols. Hammered silver is brought from Tarshish and gold from Uphaz. What the craftsman and goldsmith have made 
is then dressed in blue and purple—all made by skilled workers. But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, 
the eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot endure his wrath. ‘Tell them this: ‘These 
gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will perish from the earth and from under the heavens.’ Jeremiah 

10:4-11 

Jeremiah described the foolishness of idol making. Idols cannot speak or go anywhere. They can do nothing. They are 

stupid and foolish. The only power of an idol, or fetish, is in the minds of those who make them. And this is the point. 

Idols are made in order to reinforce the misguided minds of those who make and honour them. They are physical 

representations of those who are ignorant of the true and living God. 

God was not only the king of Israel but all nations of the world. Since He is the king of the nations, then all nations 

should give honour to Him. He is the source of wisdom and knowledge. The god that is represented by every idol can 

be understood simply because the idol god is the product of the human mind. But the God who created all things is 

beyond our full comprehension. Men make idol gods. But the God of all things created the minds of men. 

‘But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his 
understanding. When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth. He 

sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses. Everyone is senseless and without 
knowledge; every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. The images he makes are a fraud; they have no breath in them.’ 

Jeremiah 10:12-14 

Jeremiah lists here the three things that God used in preparing a home for human creation. 
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1. The earth by His power. 

2. By His wisdom he founded the world as a dwelling place for humans. And 

3. He stretched out the heavens by His understanding, i.e. provided an atmospheric shield to protect humans from 

radiation, etc. 

Every thunderstorm is a witness to the might, power and wisdom of God. 

‘Every goldsmith is ashamed by his idols’. Any person who can see the violence and strength of a thunderstorm, and 

then worship an idol made of wood or stone, a production of his own hands, as his god, has no intelligence 

whatsoever. 

‘They are worthless, the objects of mockery; when their judgment comes, they will perish. He who is the Portion of 
Jacob is not like these, for he is the Maker of all things, including Israel, the people of his inheritance—the LORD 

Almighty is his name.’ Jeremiah 10:15-16 

These verses emphasise that man-made idols are only worthy of contempt. The almighty, living God, who created the 

heavens and the earth, and contrasted here with the idols. 

‘Gather up your belongings to leave the land, you who live under siege. For this is what the LORD says: ‘At this time 
I will hurl out those who live in this land; I will bring distress on them so that they may be captured.’ Woe to me 

because of my injury! My wound is incurable! Yet I said to myself, ‘This is my sickness, and I must endure it.’ My 
tent is destroyed; all its ropes are snapped. My children are gone from me and are no more; no one is left now to pitch 
my tent or to set up my shelter. The shepherds are senseless and do not inquire of the LORD; so, they do not prosper 
and all their flock is scattered. Listen! The report is coming—a great commotion from the land of the north! It will 

make the towns of Judah desolate, a haunt of jackals.’ Jeremiah 10:17-22 

In the very sad picture that is shown here, Jerusalem is compared to tent-dwellers. Here is a mother whose tent has 

been destroyed and her children taken from her. Nobody is left to help her blame is on the leaders who didn’t ask God 

for any help. 

Then the scene changes. Destruction is approaching from the north. Jeremiah’s sorrow over the fate of the people is 

so great. In fact, he has identified himself with this so much that it seems as if the destruction is his own. 

‘LORD, I know that people’s lives are not their own; it is not for them to direct their steps. Discipline me, LORD, but 
only in due measure—not in your anger, or you will reduce me to nothing. Pour out your wrath on the nations that do 

not acknowledge you, on the peoples who do not call on your name. For they have devoured Jacob; they have 
devoured him completely and destroyed his homeland.’ Jeremiah 10:23-25 

This is known as Jeremiah’s prayer. According to the Jews, only the Gentiles should suffer God’s wrath and 

punishment. After all, weren’t they, the Jews, God’s chosen people? So, in his prayer. Jeremiah poured out his wrath 

and indignation upon the Gentiles who were the cause of Judah s problems. 

Let me give you a little advanced history here. History shows us that Jeremiah’s prayer was captivity, God made it 

possible for all who wanted, to go back to Judah. But Babylon was ruthlessly destroyed by the Medo-Persians. 

Deity and idolatry are contrasted, basically, God is mocking, having a good laugh at the idols. Psalm 115:1-9 is a 

good parallel passage. 

Let us look at some contrasts. 

DEITY AND IDOLATRY 
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          God is the creator                                 Man is a creator of idols 

      God’s works are superior                               Man’s are inferior 

God is king over the earth                        Man simply occupies it 

God reigns over the nations                  Man dishonours God’s reign 

God is a maker                                      Man is a failure 

God guides                       Man doesn’t know which way to take 

CONTRAST GOD AND IDOLS 

                      God is all wise                                      idols are empty 

                     God is powerful                                 idols are powerless 

                        God is living                                       idols are lifeless 

God speaks                                         idols are dumb 

God is all-sufficient                                idols are deficient 

No wonder the people are confused, trusting in these idols. And that is why they are going into captivity. 

CHAPTER 11 

It’s believed that Jeremiah 11 and Jeremiah 12-13 were written about the same time, that is, in the early part of the 

reign of Jehoiachin. This would be about 620 B.C. during the four or five-year period when God’s people felt secure 

because of their friendship with Egypt. 

The theme here is the breaking of the covenant given to God’s people at Sinai, the sacred covenant given to them 

when they came out of Egypt. This covenant was almost forgotten until a copy of the Law of Moses was discovered 

by Hilkiah during the renovation of the temple during the time of the good king, Josiah, 2 Kings 22-23. 

Deuteronomy 27:14-26 tells us that in God’s covenant there were curses, if you leave the Law you will leave the 

land. But, in the next chapter, Deuteronomy 28:1-14, there were blessings. These were God’s promises. If you do 

this, this will happen. If you don’t do this, this will happen. If you keep the Law, you will keep the land. What was 

the prophet’s conclusion? So be it, Lord. Let it be. Let it happen. 

God tells Jeremiah, in this chapter, that he isn’t to plead or pray for these people. The people will cry to God. but God 

says I am not going to listen. Therefore, they will turn to their idols, but the idols won’t do anything for them. 

‘This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ‘Listen to the terms of this covenant and tell them to the 
people of Judah and to those who live in Jerusalem. Tell them that this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
‘Cursed is the one who does not obey the terms of this covenant—the terms I commanded your ancestors when I 

brought them out of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace.’ I said, ‘Obey me and do everything I command you, 
and you will be my people, and I will be your God. Then I will fulfil the oath I swore to your ancestors, to give them 
a land flowing with milk and honey’ —the land you possess today.’ I answered, ‘Amen, LORD.’ The LORD said to 

me, ‘Proclaim all these words in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the terms of this 
covenant and follow them.’ Jeremiah 11:1-6 
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Jeremiah, at the time, indicated here, would be in possession of the whole Pentateuch, and probably had many of the 

prophets as well, certainly Isaiah. How could God have commanded Jeremiah to teach ‘the terms of this covenant to 

the people, if he didn’t have them in his possession? 

‘Proclaim all these words in the towns of Judah’. This shows that, for a certain time, Jeremiah visited some of the 

cities of Judah urging God’s people to renew their love for the covenant. We have no further information about a 

travelling ministry by Jeremiah in the Bible, other than this. 

‘From the time I brought your ancestors up from Egypt until today, I warned them again and again, saying, ‘Obey 
me.’ But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubbornness of their evil hearts. So, I brought 
on them all the curses of the covenant I had commanded them to follow but that they did not keep.’ Then the LORD 
said to me, “There is a conspiracy among the people of Judah and those who live in Jerusalem. They have returned to 

the sins of their ancestors, who refused to listen to my words. They have followed other gods to serve them. Both 
Israel and Judah have broken the covenant I made with their ancestors. Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘I will 

bring on them a disaster they cannot escape. Although they cry out to me, I will not listen to them. The towns of 
Judah and the people of Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they will not help 

them at all when disaster strikes. You, Judah, have as many gods as you have towns; and the altars you have set up to 
burn incense to that shameful god Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem.’ Jeremiah 11:7-13 

God redeemed Israel out of Egyptian bondage. He took the initiative to free the people from bondage and gave them 

birth into nationhood. He established a covenant with them, exhorting them to hear the words of the covenant and do 

them. Nevertheless, their fathers failed to be obedient. They walked in the imagination of their own hearts and 

followed after their stubborn attitude. 

God told Jeremiah that there was a conspiracy among the men of Judah. Josiah had implemented outward reforms, 

but the hearts of the people had not changed. They were rebellious and stubborn as their forefathers and thus 

conspired to turn again to idols. The revival of rebellion among the people would be punished. In their punishment, 

God told Jeremiah that they would not cry out to Him, but their idol gods, proving that they had a heart of conspiracy. 

Their idol gods, however, would not save them, Jeremiah 2:28 / Jeremiah 7:17-18. 

‘Do not pray for this people or offer any plea or petition for them, because I will not listen when they call to me in the 
time of their distress. ‘What is my beloved doing in my temple as she, with many others, works out her evil schemes? 
Can consecrated meat avert your punishment? When you engage in your wickedness, then you rejoice.’ The LORD 
called you a thriving olive tree with fruit beautiful in form. But with the roar of a mighty storm he will set it on fire, 
and its branches will be broken. The LORD Almighty, who planted you, has decreed disaster for you, because the 

people of both Israel and Judah have done evil and aroused my anger by burning incense to Baal. Because the LORD 
revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what they were doing.’ Jeremiah 11:14-18 

This is the second time that God has forbidden Jeremiah to pray for His sinful nation, Jeremiah 7:16. This admonition 

is still applicable to God’s people, 1 John 5:16. Israel was once seen as a beautiful green olive tree. ‘Green’ indicates 

life. They were once alive and bearing fruit for God. But now they are seen as a dead branch. Jesus said, cut off the 

dead branches, and burn them. 

The people are planning to get rid of Jeremiah. Jeremiah’s long life was certainly a miracle. God preserved and 

protected him in a most unusual manner. The ‘conspiracy’ referred to arose because people recognised that Jeremiah 

was an obstacle. They could have killed him, had not God protected him. 

‘I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying, ‘Let us 
destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.’ 

But you, LORD Almighty, who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for 
to you I have committed my cause. Therefore, this is what the LORD says about the people of Anathoth who are 

threatening to kill you, saying, ‘Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD or you will die by our hands’—therefore 
this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish them. Their young men will die by the sword, their sons and 
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daughters by famine. Not even a remnant will be left to them, because I will bring disaster on the people of Anathoth 

in the year of their punishment.’ Jeremiah 11:18-23 

Even the people of his home town of Anathoth wanted to get rid of him. Just as Jesus Christ was rejected in His home 

town of Nazareth, we find that people from Jeremiah’s home town of Anathoth are plotting to kill him. Jesus said, ‘he 

came to his own and his own received him not.’ John 1:11. 

Jeremiah had become their thorn in the flesh, so they wanted him out of the way. Jesus also said, as Jeremiah does 

here, ‘a lamb led to the slaughter’. 

It was because of these similarities that some people believed that Jesus was himself Jeremiah, risen from the 

dead, Matthew 16:14. 

We read in Ezra 2:23 that 128 men of Anathoth returned to Jerusalem after their exile in Babylon. We must therefore 

suppose that this verse in Jeremiah, claiming that a remnant would not return, must have referred to the actual 

conspirators who wanted to take the life of Jeremiah and that this didn’t apply to the whole community. 

CHAPTER 12 

It seems as if Jeremiah and God mediate on the whole matter of what is happening. Why do the wicked prosper? 

Jeremiah knows that God’s way is right. So, he wants to know why haven’t you punished the people already? Why 

have you waited so long? The lesson is that God is long-suffering. He appeals even for the ground and the animals. 

How long must they wait before something happens? God had tried to discipline them with drought and other kinds 

of pestilence. So, even the plant life is in a bad way because of the people. They expected the ground to give them 

what they wanted, but they didn’t want to work for it. So, God has been disciplining them. But now He is going to get 

tough. 

We’re going to look at some verses in more detail, but let’s note the lesson of this chapter, which is, to heed God’s 

discipline while you can. In Hebrews 12:5-11 we see that God disciplines those that He loves. If we are not 

disciplined, then we are illegitimate children and not true sons of God. 

There are three divisions in this chapter. 

1. Jeremiah’s complaint. Jeremiah 12:1-4. 

2. God’s answer. Jeremiah 12:5-13 and 

3. God promises the return of His people from captivity, and the conversion of the Gentiles, both events being 

conditional. Jeremiah 12:14-17 

‘You are always righteous, LORD, when I bring a case before you. Yet I would speak with you about your justice: 
Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the faithless live at ease? You have planted them, and they 

have taken root; they grow and bear fruit. You are always on their lips but far from their hearts. Yet you know me, 
LORD; you see me and test my thoughts about you. Drag them off like sheep to be butchered! Set them apart for the 
day of slaughter! How long will the land lie parched and the grass in every field be withered? Because those who live 
in it are wicked, the animals and birds have perished. Moreover, the people are saying, ‘He will not see what happens 

to us.’ Jeremiah 12:1-4 

Jeremiah got to the point straight away. Habakkuk struggled with the same problem, and asked God ‘why’. Job was 

perplexed by it, Job 21:7. And the book of Psalms devotes at least two chapters to it, Psalm 37 and Psalm 73. 
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Men of every generation, even those who are devoted and faithful Christians, have found this to be a difficult 

problem. The Christian religion does, however, give complete and satisfactory answers to this question. The reason 

that many have a problem with it is because they fail to study the Scriptures properly. 

‘If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble 
in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan? Your relatives, members of your own family— 
even they have betrayed you; they have raised a loud cry against you. Do not trust them, though they speak well of 
you. ‘I will forsake my house, abandon my inheritance; I will give the one I love into the hands of her enemies. My 
inheritance has become to me like a lion in the forest. She roars at me; therefore, I hate her. Has not my inheritance 
become to me like a speckled bird of prey that other birds of prey surround and attack? Go and gather all the wild 

beasts; bring them to devour.’ Jeremiah 12:5-9 

I suppose you could say that God’s answer to Jeremiah is somewhat shocking. God rebukes him. God is saying, in 

effect, look, Jeremiah, why should you be bothered because the wicked are prospering? If. in your race for me, you 

have been worn out by men, what are you going to do when you have to run against horses? If you have trouble 

feeling secure when you are on level ground, how are you going to manage ‘in the thickets by the Jordan’? You ain’t 

seen anything yet buckle your seat belt because there is worse to come. 

These two verses stress the fact that, after all, wickedness is a problem that shouldn’t discourage anyone. Today, lions 

are almost never seen west of the Euphrates river, they have disappeared from the ‘thickets by the Jordan’. But the 

bones of lions have been found in the bed of the Jordan. 

Jeremiah’s own family were against him. God seems to be saying, your family will try to win you over, but don’t 

listen to them. He is telling Jeremiah to shun his family. The prophet loved his family and his people in general. 

Imagine then how he feels. If Jeremiah feels bad God says, how do you think I feel? I have to let go of my house too, 

you know. 

I planted these people here. I made her what she is today. She has been my heritage, my pride, my joy. But now ‘I 

hate her’. He goes on to explain why. The shepherds hadn’t been leading the people. The people themselves had gone 

astray. All were responsible, personally, to know the truth. 

It is true that God did forsake the temple. He gives an account of this in Ezekiel 10:17. More than that, He never 

returned to any earthly temple. He did, however, come with a rushing sound like a mighty wind, on the day of 

Pentecost, to dwell in His true temple, the church of Jesus Christ. So, the two teachings in this verse are: 

1. God removed His presence, His Spirit, from the temple in Jerusalem, and 

2. He turned His back on the nation, with the exception of the ‘righteous remnant.’ 

‘Many shepherds will ruin my vineyard and trample down my field; they will turn my pleasant field into a desolate 
wasteland. It will be made a wasteland, parched and desolate before me; the whole land will be laid waste because 

there is no one who cares. Over all the barren heights in the desert destroyers will swarm, for the sword of the LORD 
will devour from one end of the land to the other; no one will be safe. They will sow wheat but reap thorns; they will 
wear themselves out but gain nothing. They will bear the shame of their harvest because of the LORD’s fierce anger.’ 

Jeremiah 12:10-13 

Desolate, desolate, desolate. This is the picture painted by Jeremiah as a result of God’s punishment upon His people. 

The destruction is so thorough that we have a picture of the very land mourning over it. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘As for all my wicked neighbours who seize the inheritance I gave my people Israel, I 
will uproot them from their lands and I will uproot the people of Judah from among them. But after I uproot them, I 
will again have compassion and will bring each of them back to their own inheritance and their own country. And if 
they learn well the ways of my people and swear by my name, saying, ‘As surely as the LORD lives’—even as they 
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once taught my people to swear by Baal—then they will be established among my people. But if any nation does not 

listen, I will completely uproot and destroy it,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 12:14-17 

This seems to be another message of hope. God will punish their wicked neighbour. We will see God’s punishment to 

various nations later on when Jeremiah prophesies against them. But God is going to have compassion on Judah. 

And, if they will diligently seek Him, He will even look kindly on all of the other nations. The promise in this section 

is Messianic. But there is an important message here. 

All of the promised blessings of God, whether to the ‘righteous remnant’ who are destined to return to Jerusalem 

from Babylon, or whether to the Gentiles who in the future, will be ‘the people of God’ is conditional. As God says 

in Jeremiah 12:17 ‘If any nation does not listen, I will completely uproot and destroy it.’ 

There is no such thing as a blessing of God which does not meet the condition set out here. There never is, there 

never has been, and there will never be, a blessing of God on those who do not listen to Him, and obey Him. 

CHAPTER 13 

We could call Jeremiah 13 the five warnings to the nations. God’s chosen people should have been living a happy 

with their creator. They should also have been teaching the other nations about this great God. On the contrary, they 

were allowing the ‘other nations’ to teach them the filth of those nations. These warnings were meant, even after all 

this time, to let God’s people see sense, but they didn’t. 

The five warnings were: 

1. The parable of the linen belt. Jeremiah 13:1-11. 

2. The parable of the wineskins. Jeremiah 13:12-14. 

3. The warning against pride towards God. Jeremiah 13:15-17. 

4. Warning to the king and queen mother. Jeremiah 13:18-19. 

5. The warning that identified nations as their conquerors. Jeremiah 13:20-27. 

Pride was certainly their downfall. God’s always ready to forgive, but they were too full of pride to correct any faults. 

To explain this, we have the parable of the linen belt or waistcoat. The Hebrew indicates that this wasn’t an outer 

garment, he is to put this on, but he’s not allowed to wash it. He is then told to take it off and go and hide it in the 

ground near the River Euphrates. 

The Euphrates is the river of Babylon, so, we see the significance of captivity here. Up until now, God hasn’t said 

who was going to do this attack, He has only said, ‘from the north’. 

When he digs this waistcoat up, on God’s instructions, it’s filthy, it’s so filthy it cannot be used. God likens this belt 

to Judah in Jeremiah 13:11 when He says, ‘For as a belt is bound around a man’s waste, so I bound the whole house 

of Israel and the whole house of Judah to me.’ 

‘This is what the LORD said to me: ‘Go and buy a linen belt and put it around your waist, but do not let it touch 
water.’ So, I bought a belt, as the LORD directed, and put it around my waist. Then the word of the LORD came to 
me a second time: ‘Take the belt you bought and are wearing around your waist, and go now to Perath and hide it 

there in a crevice in the rocks.’ So, I went and hid it at Perath, as the LORD told me.’ Jeremiah 13:1-5 

Since Jeremiah by this time in his ministry was well-known among the people, it is probable that he actually made the 

500-kilometre trip to the Euphrates River in order to bury the waistcloth. Why linen? Because this was the mark of 

the priesthood. Because this garment represented God’s people, it had to be linen to represent the nation of God’s 

priests. 
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‘Many days later the LORD said to me, ‘Go now to Perath and get the belt I told you to hide there.’ So, I went to 
Perath and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, but now it was ruined and completely 

useless.’ Jeremiah 13:6-7 

It was necessary for the linen belt to be buried for some days to allow it to rot, some people believe that the ‘many 

days’ refer to the 70 years in captivity. It is a mistake to assume that it was the Babylonian captivity that ruined the 

nation. The linen belt would already be dirty because Jeremiah had been wearing it and he had been told, ‘not to let it 

touch water’. 

So, the symbol here is, as the linen belt was already dirty, filthy, in fact, before the captivity. What God seems to hate 

the most about His people was the worship of other gods, of idols. And it’s interesting to note that when the 

‘righteous remnant’ returned from Jerusalem from Babylon, they never resorted to idol worship again, so, I guess 

they learned that major lesson, serve God only. 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to me: ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘In the same way I will ruin the pride of 
Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. These wicked people, who refuse to listen to my words, who follow the 

stubbornness of their hearts and go after other gods to serve and worship them, will be like this belt—completely 
useless! For as a belt is bound around the waist, so I bound all the people of Israel and all the people of Judah to me,’ 

declares the LORD, ‘to be my people for my renown and praise and honour. But they have not listened.’ Jeremiah 
13:8-11 

It seems from the wording of this section that Jeremiah showed the rotten linen belt to the people of Judah and 

Jerusalem. He would have explained the symbolism of it. The people would know that Jeremiah was talking about an 

attack coming from the north. The symbolism of ‘Euphrates’ may have given them some idea that he was talking 

about Babylon. They will be like this belt, completely useless. 

‘Say to them: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Every wineskin should be filled with wine.’ And if 
they say to you, ‘Don’t we know that every wineskin should be filled with wine?’ then tell them, ‘This is what the 
LORD says: I am going to fill with drunkenness all who live in this land, including the kings who sit on David’s 

throne, the priests, the prophets and all those living in Jerusalem. I will smash them one against the other, parents and 
children alike, declares the LORD. I will allow no pity or mercy or compassion to keep me from destroying them.’ 

Jeremiah 13:12-14 

God tells him to tell the people about the wineskins and the drunkenness of the land. I am going to knock their heads 

together. He says. This is a very brief parable. How did Jeremiah’s critic’s reply to this? ‘Don’t we know that every 

wineskin will be filled with wine!’ 

They were, of course, mocking him. What they then learned was that God wasn’t talking about wineskins, but people. 

Them! All of them! The wineskins are the people, the wine is the wrath of God. 

‘Hear and pay attention, do not be arrogant, for the LORD has spoken. Give glory to the LORD your God before he 
brings the darkness, before your feet stumble on the darkening hills. You hope for light, but he will turn it to utter 

darkness and change it to deep gloom. If you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will 
weep bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the LORD’s flock will be taken captive.’ Jeremiah 13:15-17 

These are important words in this chapter. They indicate the pride of God’s people. From verse 15 to the end we have 

more verses about God’s long-suffering. Don t be proud. Listen to Me. Be humble. Humbleness is something that 

God has always wanted from us. In Micah 6:9 we read, ‘He has showed you. Oh man, what is good. And what does 

the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’ 

This is Jeremiah showing his feelings, but it could be said of God. 

‘Say to the king and to the queen mother, ‘Come down from your thrones, for your glorious crowns will fall from 
your heads.’ The cities in the Negev will be shut up, and there will be no one to open them. All Judah will be carried 

into exile, carried completely away.’ Jeremiah 13:18-19 
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Why mention the queen’s mother? 

It indicates that the king’s mother held some kind of importance. 1 Kings 2:19 even suggests that she sat on the 

throne adjacent to the king. And this verse in Jeremiah suggests that she also wore a crown. But the prophet’s plea 

was in vain. The crown has gone. The cities are closed. All the people have gone. 

‘Look up and see those who are coming from the north. Where is the flock that was entrusted to you, the sheep of 
which you boasted? What will you say when the LORD sets over you those you cultivated as your special allies? Will 

not pain grip you like that of a woman in labour?’ Jeremiah 13:20-21 

Almost all the invaders came from the north, as it was the best military entrance into Jerusalem. Hezekiah had invited 

the envoy from Babylon to look around his storerooms, to see all the treasures of Jerusalem and in the temple. That’s 

like inviting a burglar into your home, showing him where your valuables are, telling him where you keep the front 

door key and also telling him you will be away on holiday next week! 

‘And if you ask yourself, ‘Why has this happened to me?’—it is because of your many sins that your skirts have been 
torn off and your body mistreated. Can an Ethiopian change his skin or a leopard its spots? Neither can you do good 

who are accustomed to doing evil. ‘I will scatter you like chaff driven by the desert wind.’ Jeremiah 13:22-24 

This is God’s answer to the question as to why all of these things are going to happen to the nation. ‘Can the 

Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots’? Both questions have negative answers. So, what is the meaning? 

It’s too late for you to change your ways. You have wallowed in sin all this time, now it’s too late to change. 

The people will not change any more than a leopard can change its spots or a person of a different colour change the 

colour of his skin. They are going to be scattered in shame. 

‘Your skirts have been torn off.’ Judah is going to be embarrassed. 

‘This is your lot, the portion I have decreed for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘because you have forgotten me and trusted 
in false gods. I will pull up your skirts over your face that your shame may be seen—your adulteries and lustful 

neighing’s, your shameless prostitution! I have seen your detestable acts on the hills and in the fields. Woe to you, 
Jerusalem! How long will you be unclean?’ Jeremiah 13:25-27 

This is the shameful punishment of an adulterous woman. Her skirts were lifted over her head to expose her 

nakedness, she would be smeared with filth, and driven through the city. 

‘How long will you be unclean?’ Some people have mixed opinions as to what this means. Some say that it means, 

‘How long before Jerusalem is cleaned up?’ 

Others, ‘How long before God judges His people?’ As you know, Jeremiah lived to see the actual Fall of Jerusalem. 

He lived in the hope of what he wrote in Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

This concludes the five warnings that are given in this chapter. Did the nation show any indication of listening to 

these warnings? If they did, there are no records of this in Scripture. 

CHAPTER 14 

This chapter, in the NIV, is headed drought, famine, sword. This is what God’s people will face because they turned 

their faces away from God. Over the years scholars have tried to date this prophecy. Some are quite amusing. Some 

have even tried to break up the chapter into units, giving a different date to each ‘unit’. 
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As I have said before, the exact date of any of these prophecies or all of them for that matter, is of little importance. 

The general facts are important and well known, even if there is a variation in the actual dates. What is clear from this 

chapter is, that there was a terrible drought that fell upon God’s people. 

‘This is the word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought: ‘Judah mourns, her cities languish; 
they wail for the land, and a cry goes up from Jerusalem. The nobles send their servants for water; they go to the 

cisterns but find no water. They return with their jars unfilled; dismayed and despairing, they cover their heads. The 
ground is cracked because there is no rain in the land; the farmers are dismayed and cover their heads. Even the doe 
in the field deserts her new-born fawn because there is no grass. Wild donkeys stand on the barren heights and pant 

like jackals; their eyes fail for lack of food.’ Jeremiah 14:1-6 

God was disciplining them all of the time. He talks of this drought that affects both man and beasts. The ‘word of the 

Lord’ came to Jeremiah, concerning this drought. This word about the drought goes on to Jeremiah 15:4. Some 

versions say, in verse 2, ‘they sit in black upon the ground.’ 

I use the NIV, and this isn’t mentioned. But wearing black signifies mourning. It is believed that this goes back even 

further than the time we are looking at in addition to their dress, and humble posture, they were sitting on the ground. 

What this suggests is that the people are about to raise a mighty cry to God in heaven. All through their history, when 

they faced troubled times, they would then remember to call upon God. The effect of this drought will be devastating. 

It will affect all human beings, children, servants, nobles, farmers, animals, the ground would be cracked, the grass 

would die, etc. 

‘Although our sins testify against us, do something, LORD, for the sake of your name. For we have often rebelled; 
we have sinned against you. You who are the hope of Israel, its Saviour in times of distress, why are you like a 

stranger in the land, like a traveller who stays only a night? Why are you like a man taken by surprise, like a warrior 
powerless to save? You are among us, LORD, and we bear your name; do not forsake us!’ Jeremiah 14:7-9 

Some question whether it was Jeremiah or the people themselves who prayed this prayer, but it seems that Jeremiah 

himself is praying on behalf of the people. This section tells how the people will react, they acknowledge their sin to 

a certain extent. 

We have sinned against you and we are backsliders. It looks as if they are listening to God and going to do something 

about it. But there is no indication that they will cease from sinning or that they will be willing to serve God. 

Often, we ask for forgiveness, but never in the same prayer promise to serve. And here things are not as good as they 

may seem. The people say, yes, we did it, but you made us do it. So, they blame God. You, God, turned away from 

us. But it was THEM that made God a stranger to them. They speak as though they are doing God a favour, waiting 

for HIM to return. 

Look at verse 8. You are among us, do not forsake us, Lord. God’s heart has been broken, we know that, from 

previous verses. What a cheek they have, it is your fault, God. 

‘This is what the LORD says about this people: ‘They greatly love to wander; they do not restrain their feet. So, the 
LORD does not accept them; he will now remember their wickedness and punish them for their sins.’ Then the 

LORD said to me, ‘Do not pray for the well-being of this people. Although they fast, I will not listen to their cry; 
though they offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Instead, I will destroy them with the 

sword, famine and plague.’ Jeremiah 14:10-12 

What God says is this, you can’t blame me. This is your fault. This is IT. This is the last straw, you’re going to be 

punished. You will reap the harvest. You are going to reap what you have sown. Galatians 6:7. 

They had only turned back to God because of their need, but they still clung to their idols. So, their prayers were only 

lip service. Their sacrifices were a mere formality. 
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Jeremiah is told not to pray for the good of the people. God knew the end result, their sacrifices were ritual and 

without repentance. Acts of worship without the right attitude. Religion means nothing if those practising it aren’t 

right, even if the act is right. 

So, God says to Jeremiah, do not pray for their well-being. On two previous occasions, God gave Jeremiah the same 

instruction, Jeremiah 7:15 and Jeremiah 11:14. 

But it seems that Jeremiah just keeps on praying. No mother quits praying for a son who has gone astray, no matter 

what he has done wrong. Perhaps God wasn’t actually forbidding Jeremiah to pray. Perhaps He was just pointing out 

the uselessness of it all. 

‘But I said, ‘Alas, Sovereign LORD! The prophets keep telling them, ‘You will not see the sword or suffer famine. 
Indeed, I will give you lasting peace in this place.’ Then the LORD said to me, ‘The prophets are prophesying lies in 

my name. I have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false visions, 
divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their own minds. Therefore, this is what the LORD says about the prophets 
who are prophesying in my name: I did not send them, yet they are saying, ‘No sword or famine will touch this land.’ 

Those same prophets will perish by sword and famine. And the people they are prophesying to will be thrown out 
into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and sword. There will be no one to bury them, their wives, their 

sons and their daughters. I will pour out on them the calamity they deserve.’ Jeremiah 14:13-16 

Jeremiah brings up the subject of the false prophets. These prophets are deceiving the people. They are promising 

peace and wealth. They are saying that everything will be alright, this is not true. So, God says, they are liars. I didn’t 

send them, neither have I spoken to them. They are deluded. What they say will not happen, will happen. And it will 

happen to them. 

Why were the people deceived by the false prophets? 

Probably because they wanted to be deceived. Even today we believe what we want to believe. 

Some so-called Christians actually study the Bible to find verses that will prove that their sins are okay with God so 

that they can go on doing them. so, the same thing applies to false teachers today. They are not sincere, misguided 

men, they are unbelievers who preach a message that they have no confidence in. 

These people, in Jeremiah’s day, imagined that violating the terms of the covenant wouldn’t incur God’s wrath. What 

fools they were I, but even today we have men who teach that ‘we are justified by faith alone.’ 

‘Speak this word to them: ‘Let my eyes overflow with tears night and day without ceasing; for the Virgin Daughter, 
my people, has suffered a grievous wound, a crushing blow. If I go into the country, I see those slain by the sword; if 
I go into the city, I see the ravages of famine. Both prophet and priest have gone to a land they know not.’ Have you 
rejected Judah completely? Do you despise Zion? Why have you afflicted us so that we cannot be healed? We hoped 

for peace but no good has come, for a time of healing but there is only terror. We acknowledge our wickedness, 
LORD, and the guilt of our ancestors; we have indeed sinned against you.’ Jeremiah 14:17-20 

So, God says, you tell them what 1have said to you. Following false teachers is no excuse for not obeying God’s 

word. Jesus put it this way, ‘if the blind follow the blind, both will fall into the ditch.’ 

This seems to be Judah’s reaction to what God is saying. Have you gone for good, for ever? Didn’t we say that we 

will wait for you, God? 

We have acknowledged our sin and we have looked to you to heal us. You see, they are still blaming God and 

expecting God to heal them, without any action on their part. They also try to twist God’s arm. 

‘For the sake of your name do not despise us; do not dishonour your glorious throne. Remember your covenant with 
us and do not break it. Do any of the worthless idols of the nations bring rain? Do the skies themselves send down 
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showers? No, it is you, LORD our God. Therefore, our hope is in you, for you are the one who does all this.’ 

Jeremiah 14:21-22 

Remember your covenant with us and do not break it. But God HAS remembered His covenant. It is they who have 

broken it. So, God has to deal with the situation. Here is a group of people who had gone so far in sin that they have 

become ignorant of God. They have forgotten the God of holiness and righteousness. How could they be such fools? 

Despite the fact that they had already broken the covenant, they wanted God to go ahead and fulfil His part of it! 

They stopped being God’s people when they abandoned Him and turned to idols. But they still wanted God to be 

their God. 

They wanted Him to defend, support and bless them, whilst they continued to worship idols instead of Him. They 

seemed to be ignorant of the fact that if one of the parties broke the covenant, the other one is no longer bound by it. 

And look at this final verse in this chapter. What next are they going to resort to? Flattery. 

You can do so many things. God. You can do such wonderful things. God. Only you. Lord, can bring rain from the 

heavens, not the ‘worthless idols’ that we worship. 

You can help us can’t you, Lord? 

CHAPTER 15 

‘Then the LORD said to me: ‘Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this 
people. Send them away from my presence! Let them go!’ Jeremiah 15:1 

From verse 1 it would seem that Moses and Samuel had tried to intercede for the people. Could this have happened? 

The NIV says, ‘Even if Moses and Samuel.’ 

It could mean that God was saying that ‘even if’ they were so great, not even these two great men could influence 

Him in changing His mind. Exodus 32:11-16, Moses and 1 Samuel 7:9 / 1 Samuel 7:12 / 1 Samuel 7:23, Samuel. 

‘And if they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ tell them, ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Those destined for death, to 
death; those for the sword, to the sword; those for starvation, to starvation; those for captivity, to captivity.’ ‘I will 

send four kinds of destroyers against them,’ declares the LORD, ‘the sword to kill and the dogs to drag away and the 
birds and the wild animals to devour and destroy. I will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth because 
of what Manasseh son of Hezekiah king of Judah did in Jerusalem. ‘Who will have pity on you, Jerusalem? Who will 

mourn for you? Who will stop to ask how you are? You have rejected me,’ declares the LORD. ‘You keep on 
backsliding. So, I will reach out and destroy you; I am tired of holding back. I will winnow them with a winnowing 
fork at the city gates of the land. I will bring bereavement and destruction on my people, for they have not changed 

their ways. I will make their widows more numerous than the sand of the sea. At midday I will bring a destroyer 
against the mothers of their young men; suddenly I will bring down on them anguish and terror. The mother of seven 
will grow faint and breathe her last. Her sun will set while it is still day; she will be disgraced and humiliated. I will 

put the survivors to the sword before their enemies,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 15:2-9 

Punishment is promised here, again. It talks about Manasseh in verse 4. It was his evil influence that set a pattern that 

was never to be changed, 1 Kings 21:1-12. But there is an important issue here. It might seem from this verse that the 

invasion and captivity of Judah was due to him, and his wicked reign. But it wasn’t just because of his reign that 

God’s people would face all of these disasters. 

It was because the people wanted to continue in their wickedness. They didn’t like the reforms of the good king, 

Josiah. So, as soon as Jehoiakim became king, they heartily agreed to support the restoration of all of the idols that 

were rampant during Manasseh’s evil reign. 
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And when Jeremiah’s great prophecies questioned their continuance of idolatry, they considered it was time to kill 

Jeremiah off. It was because the majority of the people seem to prefer worshipping idols rather than the Lord God In 

heaven that they ultimately faced this destruction. 

‘Alas, my mother, that you gave me birth, a man with whom the whole land strives and contends! I have neither lent 
nor borrowed, yet everyone curses me. The LORD said, ‘Surely I will deliver you for a good purpose; surely I will 
make your enemies plead with you in times of disaster and times of distress. ‘Can a man break iron—iron from the 
north—or bronze? ‘Your wealth and your treasures I will give as plunder, without charge, because of all your sins 
throughout your country. I will enslave you to your enemies in a land you do not know, for my anger will kindle a 

fire that will burn against you.’ Jeremiah 15:10-14 

It seems as though Jeremiah was speaking here about himself. We say this because it is confusing. Jeremiah had been 

working for God. In the KJV it seems that there is hope for the people. But the RSV seems to suggest the opposite. If 

Jeremiah is speaking personally about himself, then the KJV gives a message of hope. The Hebrew for these verses is 

obscure. 

Certainly, we can see a glimpse of human nature here. One of the sure ways of making bitter enemies is either to 

borrow or lend money from them. Jeremiah seems to be saying that, because he didn’t do this, he was hated by most 

people, it was one of the grounds for the people not understanding him. 

These verses are considered to be the second personal lament of Jeremiah. Some scholars say that Jeremiah here is 

saying, again, that he curses the day that he was born. This seems to be taking his words too far. However, Jeremiah’s 

error, whatever it was, seems to be serious enough for God to tell him to repent in Jeremiah 15:19. 

‘LORD, you understand; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my persecutors. You are long-suffering—do 
not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy 

and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, LORD God Almighty. I never sat in the company of revellers, never 
made merry with them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation. Why is my 
pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable? You are to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that fails.’ 

Jeremiah 15:15-18 

The prophet is pleading for himself, and the promise that he receives for his protection. Remember, Lord, I have 

spoken your word, I have not rebelled. It is for you, Lord that I have suffered. I have not sat with the mockers or the 

scoffers. 

Psalm 1:1 tells us, ‘Blessed is the man who does not sit in the seat of mockers.’ 

Now that I know a lot of things that you know. Lord, I feel the same way. I feel indignant toward the people. But he 

wants to know why he is suffering the way that he is, verse 18, ‘Why is my pain unending and my wound grievous 

and incurable? Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that falls?’ 

Jeremiah has fallen into a distressing pit of self-pity. He has become a victim of the ‘me’ virus. In the four verses 

from verses 15-18, he uses ‘me’, ‘my’ or ‘I’ sixteen times! It appears that he is completely discouraged by the fact 

that his mission is a failure. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, 
not worthless, words, you will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them. I will 

make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I 
am with you to rescue and save you,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will save you from the hands of the wicked and deliver 

you from the grasp of the cruel.’ Jeremiah 15:19-21 

This is a statement of God’s protection. Verse 19 seems very funny. ‘If you repent’, Jeremiah, ‘I will restore you.’ It 

seems strange that God should say this to Jeremiah. Jeremiah hadn’t parted from the Lord, so, why did he have to 

return? What have we missed, or misunderstood, about his mission for God? 
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Certainly, we know that he doubted his mission was a success. He doubted God’s protection as early as Jeremiah 1. 

Perhaps the prophet hadn’t learnt that he had to put his full trust in God. 

Certainly, we can see from these verses that God made it quite clear that he disapproved of Jeremiah’s conduct. To 

get back to God he was told to do two things. 

1. You must repent, and 

2. You must utter worthy words, not unworthy ones. 

And if he does these things four things will result. 

1. He will again be God’s true messenger to the people. 

2. He will not listen to the wishes of the people, but he will cause the people to turn to God’s word. 

3. He will become a fortified wall of bronze, just as God had promised when He first called him. And 

4. God will save him from the hands of the wicked. 

‘If you repent I will restore you.’ Certainly, this is God commanding Jeremiah to repent. It seems that Jeremiah had 

allowed himself to adopt an attitude of criticism toward God, and perhaps this criticism had appeared in some of his 

messages to the people. God was therefore reminding him to separate the good from the bad. 

This message is as important to us today, as it was then, especially to those who preach or teach God’s word. If we 

allow human philosophy, or our human views, to be preached alongside the Gospel of Jesus Christ, then we have 

included the bad with the good. 

CHAPTER 16 

This chapter is pretty straightforward. At the very beginning of it, God says to Jeremiah, ‘stay unmarried’. Why is 

God saving this? 

Because of the suffering coming to the wives and children. There is going to be heartache. You will not suffer that 

heartache, Jeremiah if you stay unmarried. Some believe that that is the reason why Paul said something similar. God 

says, in this chapter, that no one is going to mourn for Judah. There will be no big burial service. There will be no 

tears. 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to me: ‘You must not marry and have sons or daughters in this place.’ Jeremiah 
16:1-2 

Marriage was pretty much obligatory for the Jew, especially so for the members of the Sanhedrin. Telling Jeremiah 

not to marry was a sign of the devastation to come. This devastation would be so great that God felt that the normal 

rules and duties of the Jews should be abolished, in Jeremiah’s case. 

‘For this is what the LORD says about the sons and daughters born in this land and about the women who are their 
mothers and the men who are their fathers: ‘They will die of deadly diseases. They will not be mourned or buried but 
will be like dung lying on the ground. They will perish by sword and famine, and their dead bodies will become food 

for the birds and the wild animals.’ Jeremiah 16:3-4 

Notice that it was clear that God Himself gave the reasons here, in these two verses, why He forbade Jeremiah to 

marry. What’s the point in trying to raise a family if they are going to be butchered? 
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‘For this is what the LORD says: ‘Do not enter a house where there is a funeral meal; do not go to mourn or show 

sympathy, because I have withdrawn my blessing, my love and my pity from this people,’ declares the LORD. ‘Both 
high and low will die in this land. They will not be buried or mourned, and no one will cut themselves or shave their 

head for the dead. No one will offer food to comfort those who mourn for the dead—not even for a father or a 
mother—nor will anyone give them a drink to console them. ‘And do not enter a house where there is feasting and sit 

down to eat and drink. For this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Before your eyes and in your 
days, I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in this place. 

‘When you tell these people all this and they ask you, ‘Why has the LORD decreed such a great disaster against us? 
What wrong have we done? What sin have we committed against the LORD our God?’ then say to them, ‘It is 

because your ancestors forsook me,’ declares the LORD, ‘and followed other gods and served and worshiped them. 
They forsook me and did not keep my law.’ Jeremiah 16:5-11 

It’s a serious business for ‘this people’, to have God’s blessing withdrawn from them. The consequence of this is so 

many people would die that they couldn’t all be buried or mourned over. We may feel great pity for the disaster that 

is to befall God’s people. 

We may also remember the terrible way in which God told Joshua to destroy, completely, the entire population of 

Canaan, the Promised Land, so that these lands could be occupied by the Israelites. We also recall God’s punishment 

on Sodom and Gomorrah. Now God’s people had become worse than Sodom and Gomorrah, and they too were going 

to be removed. 

‘No one will offer food to comfort those who mourn.’ This is a reference to a custom that is still followed by 

Christians today, that is, providing food for a funeral. The people are being warned, that this is going to happen to 

them, in their lifetime, in the very near future. God was weary of repenting and repeating His warnings. 

‘But you have behaved more wickedly than your ancestors. See how all of you are following the stubbornness of your 
evil hearts instead of obeying me. So, I will throw you out of this land into a land neither you nor your ancestors have 

known, and there you will serve other gods day and night, for I will show you no favour.’ Jeremiah 16:12-13 

Sinful cultures do not get better. They continue to digress further into moral degradation, Genesis 6:5. They were at 

the point of no moral return. Their consciences had been seared, Romans 1:18-21 / 1 Timothy 4:1-2. 

‘However, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when it will no longer be said, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, 
who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ but it will be said, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the 

Israelites up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ For I will restore 
them to the land I gave their ancestors.’ Jeremiah 16:14-15 

Some people believe that this section was written much later. But there is no reason to believe this. This wonderful 

promise of restoration belongs just where it is in God’s Word. God will bring them, and the day will come when 

people will not say, ‘God brought us out of Egypt, but that, God brought us out of the north.’ 

God promises to restore them to the land that He gave to their forefathers. 

‘But now I will send for many fishermen,’ declares the LORD, ‘and they will catch them. After that I will send for 
many hunters, and they will hunt them down on every mountain and hill and from the crevices of the rocks. My eyes 
are on all their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is their sin concealed from my eyes. I will repay them double 
for their wickedness and their sin, because they have defiled my land with the lifeless forms of their vile images and 

have filled my inheritance with their detestable idols.’ Jeremiah 16:16-18 

But right now, these people need to be taught a lesson. The fishermen and the hunters in these verses are metaphors 

used to describe the thoroughness of the destruction by the Babylonians. All of these wicked people will be flushed 

out of their hiding places, and none of them will escape. 

‘LORD, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of distress, to you the nations will come from the ends of the 
earth and say, ‘Our ancestors possessed nothing but false gods, worthless idols that did them no good. Do people 
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make their own gods? Yes, but they are not gods!’ ‘Therefore, I will teach them—this time I will teach them my 

power and might. Then they will know that my name is the LORD.’ Jeremiah 16:20-21 

Jeremiah seems to be rejoicing over God’s future promises, even rejoicing that the Gentiles also have a hope. This is, 

in fact, a pretty clear prophecy of the Gentiles coming to God. Also, it tells of their rejection of idolatry. I think it 

clearly identifies the coming of the Messiah and the spreading of Christianity. Jeremiah, and the people who heard his 

message, wouldn’t have understood this. 

You have been warned, again. This verse stresses the certainty of the punishment to come. And, as verse 9 tells us, 

it’s going to happen in their lifetime, to quote from the NIV, ‘before your eyes and in your days.’ 

CHAPTER 17 

This is simply saying that God knows the heart. The heart that is astray, verse 5ff, is cursed. It trusts in itself and its 

own strength. It is blind and does not prosper. But the heart that is directed to the Lord is blessed, you keep the 

covenant you are blessed, if you don’t you are cursed. 

It is God who sustains us if we trust in Him. It is the heart of the wise. It Is at peace and is also very productive. But 

these people will know that their hearts are wicked, and God will make them suffer. So, God gives them two options, 

submission or shame. 

At the very beginning of our studies, I said that this book was not in chronological order. Because of this, there have 

been many attempts to date this chapter, and they have been unsatisfactory. However, verse 15 shows us that this 

chapter was written before the Babylonian conquest, ‘let it be fulfilled now.’ 

There doesn’t seem to be any pattern to this chapter, just a collection of important items by Jeremiah. 

‘Judah’s sin is engraved with an iron tool, inscribed with a flint point, on the tablets of their hearts and on the horns of 
their altars. Even their children remember their altars and Asherah poles beside the spreading trees and on the high 

hills. My mountain in the land and your wealth and all your treasures I will give away as plunder, together with your 
high places, because of sin throughout your country. Through your own fault you will lose the inheritance I gave you. 

I will enslave you to your enemies in a land you do not know, for you have kindled my anger, and it will burn 
forever.’ Jeremiah 17:1-4 

What is written upon the heart cannot be wiped out. We may wander away from the message of God, but His words 

are written on the heart, and we keep coming back to them. Here we read that Judah’s sin was engraved on their 

hearts and God will punish them. 

The meaning of this section is pretty clear, in the last chapter, Jeremiah 16, and in verse 10, the people demanded to 

know, ‘What wrong have we committed against the Lord.’ God answered their questions then, and He does so again 

here. Their heartless wickedness proved it. They had no excuse. They could plead with Him that they had done 

nothing wrong that deserved any kind of punishment, but God said, oh yes you have. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose 
heart turns away from the LORD. That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity when 
it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. ‘But blessed is the one 
who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 

roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of 
drought and never fails to bear fruit.’ Jeremiah 17:5-8 
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There is a beautiful contrast here between the wicked man and the righteous man, which is applicable to all 

generations, but this is a special message of warning to Judah. 

‘The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? ‘I the LORD search the heart and 
examine the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve.’ Like a 
partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay are those who gain riches by unjust means. When their lives are half gone, 

their riches will desert them, and in the end, they will prove to be fools.’ Jeremiah 17:9-11 

The question that arises here is, if a righteous man who serves God has a better life than the unrighteous man, why do 

men not trust in God? I suppose the answer is because man’s deceitful heart doesn’t allow him to see things that are 

straightforward. 

The mention of a partridge sitting on eggs that she didn’t lay is interesting. There is an old proverb that says that it is 

not true that a partridge could hatch eggs that she had not laid. Whether or not that is true, Jeremiah used this as an 

illustration here. 

There is no need to charge Jeremiah with believing the saying, not only that, the species of the bird mentioned here is 

not clear, so there may have been some kind of bird, unknown to us, to which this old saying was true. The message 

is, however, clear. Riches that are acquired unlawfully are an unsafe possession. 

‘A glorious throne, exalted from the beginning, is the place of our sanctuary. LORD, you are the hope of Israel; all 
who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have 

forsaken the LORD, the spring of living water.’ Jeremiah 17:12-13 

These verses show Jeremiah’s trust in God and his confidence in God’s justice. 

‘Heal me, LORD, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise. They keep saying to 
me, ‘Where is the word of the LORD? Let it now be fulfilled!’ I have not run away from being your shepherd; you 

know I have not desired the day of despair. What passes my lips is open before you. Do not be a terror to me; you are 
my refuge in the day of disaster. Let my persecutors be put to shame, but keep me from shame; let them be terrified, 

but keep me from terror. Bring on them the day of disaster; destroy them with double destruction.’ Jeremiah 17:14-18 

The idea in this section is that Jeremiah is not going to abandon his prophetic ministry just because the people didn’t 

believe it, and persecuted him. Instead, he prayed for grace to continue, to hold up against the opposition until the 

truth of God’s words was fulfilled. 

‘Where is the word of the Lord? Let it now be fulfilled?’ I don’t know the Hebrew language, but I am told that the 

idea here, in Hebrew, is of sniggering, laughing at God’s word. They are laughing at this doomsday prophet. But God 

is fixing to wipe the smile from their faces. Let it come, the people say, God will have the last laugh. 

There is a statement of respect and reliance on God by the prophet in verses 16-18. Again, verse 16 is considered to 

be a bad translation. Versions vary. The Hebrew thought is that they have laughed at your word, but I haven’t, Lord. I 

haven’t stopped feeding the people with Your words. Jeremiah relied on God for his message and protection. 

In God’s eyes, Jeremiah was successful, even though he never had one convert. He spoke God’s word regardless of 

what others thought. Sometimes we fail to understand that our responsibility is to tell the message and that our 

responsibility ends there. We cannot force people to become Christians. 

‘This is what the LORD said to me: ‘Go and stand at the Gate of the People, through which the kings of Judah go in 
and out; stand also at all the other gates of Jerusalem. Say to them, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of Judah 

and all people of Judah and everyone living in Jerusalem who come through these gates. This is what the LORD says: 
Be careful not to carry a load on the Sabbath day or bring it through the gates of Jerusalem. Do not bring a load out of 
your houses or do any work on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as I commanded your ancestors. Yet they 

did not listen or pay attention; they were stiff-necked and would not listen or respond to discipline. But if you are 
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careful to obey me, declares the LORD, and bring no load through the gates of this city on the Sabbath, but keep the 
Sabbath day holy by not doing any work on it, then kings who sit on David’s throne will come through the gates of 
this city with their officials. They and their officials will come riding in chariots and on horses, accompanied by the 
men of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever. People will come from the towns 

of Judah and the villages around Jerusalem, from the territory of Benjamin and the western foothills, from the hill 
country and the Negev, bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices, grain offerings and incense, and bringing thank 

offerings to the house of the LORD. But if you do not obey me to keep the Sabbath day holy by not carrying any load 
as you come through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will kindle an unquenchable fire in the gates of 

Jerusalem that will consume her fortresses.’ Jeremiah 17:19-27 

Here we have Instructions concerning the Sabbath. Basically, God is saying, keep it holy or else! The people were so 

intent on personal wealth and gain that they weren’t keeping this day holy. There have been some differences of 

opinion as to which of the gates is referred to as ‘the gate of the people.’ But it seems that the passage doesn’t refer to 

any specific gate, Jeremiah was to stand at the entrance and preach, wherever the people happened to be. 

It seemed that the people who lived in the fields around Jeremiah, who worked in them during the week, decided that 

the best time to bring their produce into the city was on a Sabbath. So, the people within the city would bring out their 

goods and materials, from their houses, and exchange them for the countryside produce. This was against the express 

commandment of God in the Law of Moses. 

There is an amazing promise in this section. If only Judah had obeyed the word of God and had turned back to God 

with all of their hearts, He would have, even at this late stage, turned aside all of these dangers. He would have 

established Judah forever. But His people stubbornly refused to do so. 

Due to their continued rejection and their persistence in worshipping idols, God would destroy them. He would 

destroy Judah. He would destroy their temple. 

Their sin lay at their own back door. They had received warning after warning. But they rejected the messages of 

God, the messages delivered through Jeremiah. 

CHAPTER 18 

This is an excellent chapter for preaching. This is the parable of the potter and the clay. That marvellous hymn, ‘Have 

Thine Own Way Lord’ is based on this text. And the language of Hebrew here is very interesting. We can probably 

identify with the picture that we see here. 

There is moulding going on. The potter isn’t simply working at the wheel, messing around. He is working with a 

definite aim in mind. He has a shape in mind. He is using his skill with the clay to produce its shape. To the onlooker, 

what it will be is not immediately obvious. Then a spoiling happens. What Jeremiah sees is not unusual. Suddenly the 

clay starts to flop. In his hands is the opposite of his planned shape. The clay spoiling could be caused by many 

reasons, such as: 

Human error or the wheel is off-centre, or there is a fault in the clay itself. Whatever the reason, the potter is going to 

have to remake it. In starting again, he has a new shape in mind. Carefully he works out the flops and bumps to make 

sure that the same mess doesn’t happen again. 

What is the spiritual significance here? The potter is God. So, what has happened to the clay is no error on His part. 

What is the wheel? Whatever God is using. It could be other nations. But whatever it is, God is manipulating. What is 
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the clay? Judah. The problem lies with the clay. Judah has not been shaping up because of her own unfaithfulness. 

So, they are to be re-shaped. 

Jeremiah was to take this message to the people. Unless they change they will become a mess, a worse mess. What is 

the relevant lesson here? God will always be a potter, and it is up to you and me to show how manageable we are. 

But the people would not heed God’s word. So, God says, go and ask this question, among the nations on earth, who 

has heard of a people who forsook their God for another one? None of them had. Babylon or Persia employed a 

policy that would embrace somebody else’s religion, i.e., those of captured nations. But they did so for their own 

benefit. It was only Judah who had forsaken their God to take on somebody else’s. 

‘This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ‘Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my 
message.’ So, I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping 
from the clay was marred in his hands; so, the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.’ 

Jeremiah 18:1-4 

Inspired men of God seemed to have an ability to see eternal truth in ordinary everyday things. And this was so with 

Jesus Christ. He found lessons in the lilies of the field, patching up old clothes, pouring new wine into new 

wineskins, the sower scattering seeds in a field, dealing with the weeds in the wheat, showing the devices of a 

dishonest steward, relating the hypocritical prayer of a Pharisee, finding treasure that was hidden in a field, the lost 

sheep, the lost coin, invitation to a wedding. There were dozens of experiences in life that Jesus related to. 

In this story in Jeremiah 18, we see the pot, in the hands of the potter, being marred, referring to the spiritual and 

moral decay of God’s people. We find a similar story in the next chapter, where Jeremiah is told to go to the potter 

and buy a clay jar, which he must break before various witnesses. 

In this chapter, mercy is still offered to Judah, and especially to the people in Jerusalem. Of course, they reject it. 

Many scriptures refer to the potter, to the potter’s house, to the clay, vessels or jars, and other features of the potter’s 

work. If you want to make a note of them, here are some. 1 Chronicles 4:23 / Isaiah 12:25 and Isaiah 64:8. 

This one in Jeremiah 18 and one in Jeremiah 19:1ff, this chapter we will look at next. Daniel 2:41 / Zechariah 

11:13ff / Matthew 27:7-10 / Romans 9:21. Paul’s remark in Romans 9:21 is interesting. He says, ‘Does, not the letter 

have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?’ 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to me. He said, ‘Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?’ declares the 
LORD. ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent 
and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be 

built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had 
intended to do for it.’ Jeremiah 18:5-10 

It should be noted that it is God who likens the potter’s clay to wicked Judah, it is not Jeremiah’s deductions. This is 

one of the most important sections in the whole Bible. Erroneous teachings such as ‘saved by faith only’, and ‘once 

saved, always saved’, are refuted, and cancelled, by what is said in this section. 

As I have said, we find another analogy of the potter’s house in Romans 9:21, where Paul says that if the potter 

cannot make the jar he intended to…out of the clay, he has the power to make another jar, a jar of dishonour rather 

than a jar of honour. And that is exactly what God is doing here in Jeremiah 18. 

God had intended great honours for His people. They were intended to be a nation of God’s priests. To be devoted, 

faithful, obedient people. People who would lead the world to a knowledge of the true God. People who, in due time, 

would deliver the Messiah to the world. People who would challenge the world to accept the Messiah. 
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What a jar of honour they could have been! Instead, because of their preference for sexual pleasures, and their 

shameful worship of idols, God couldn’t fashion them into a jar of honour, He had to make them into a jar of 

dishonour. They would never serve the nobler purpose that God had intended for them. 

‘Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the LORD says: Look! I am 
preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So, turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and 

reform your ways and your actions.’ But they will reply, ‘It’s no use. We will continue with our own plans; we will 
all follow the stubbornness of our evil hearts.’ Jeremiah 18:11-12 

God says, turn from your evil ways. The people say, ‘We will continue with our own plans.’ Unfortunately, it is too 

late. They had gone so far with their evil hearts, they couldn’t turn back. Instead, they would follow the stubbornness 

of their evil hearts. 

Why is it that men deliberately turn their backs on God? They did so in Jeremiah’s day, they do so today. They reject 

God’s call for repentance. I suppose it is because they like freedom in their lives, freedom to do what they want to do. 

But how free are they? Matthew Henry says, ‘They call it liberty, but the man who is a slave to his lusts and appetites 

is held in the worst of slaveries.’ 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘Inquire among the nations: Who has ever heard anything like this? A most 

horrible thing has been done by Virgin Israel. Does the snow of Lebanon ever vanish from its rocky slopes? Do its 

cool waters from distant sources ever stop flowing?’ Jeremiah 18:13-14 

There are no known examples, in history, of people who turned their backs on their own gods. So why did God’s 

people have to be the first? Why did they deny the very God who took them from slavery and made them a mighty 

nation, took them to be His own people? 

The virgin had forsaken her status and accepted the sensuous fertility gods of the neighbouring nations. Wasn’t it 

because these nations were worshipping idols, that God replaced them, these people of Canaan, with the Israelites in 

the first place? Wasn’t that why God gave the land to the Israelites? How incredible, that they, God’s people, should 

take on the worship of the very idols that God had tried to destroy. 

‘Yet my people have forgotten me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which made them stumble in their ways, in 
the ancient paths. They made them walk in byways, on roads not built up. Their land will be an object of horror and 
of lasting scorn; all who pass by will be appalled and will shake their heads. Like a wind from the east, I will scatter 

them before their enemies; I will show them my back and not my face in the day of their disaster.’ Jeremiah 18:15-17 

The false prophets, the false priests, the false rulers, the false gods, had ruined the nation. So, God would scatter 

them, ‘like a wind from the east.’ Their land would be deserted, destroyed. 

‘I will scatter them before their enemies.’ ‘I will show them my back and not my face.’ God withdrew His favour 

from His people, at a time when their need was at its greatest. They had turned their backs on God, now He would 

turn His back on them. 

‘They said, ‘Come, let’s make plans against Jeremiah; for the teaching of the law by the priest will not cease, nor will 
counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophets. So, come, let’s attack him with our tongues and pay no 

attention to anything he says.’ Listen to me, LORD; hear what my accusers are saying! Should good be repaid with 
evil? Yet they have dug a pit for me. Remember that I stood before you and spoke in their behalf to turn your wrath 

away from them.’ Jeremiah 18:18-20 

Deep down the people probably understood all that Jeremiah was saying. They knew that his words would put them 

out of business. So, their plan was, that every time he goes to speak God’s word, they will shout him down. Not only 

that, we will tell the people the direct opposite of what he says. ‘Let’s attack him with our tongues.’ 
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In this first part of Jeremiah’s Fourth Lament, we see the plot against him. So, Jeremiah pleads with God not to allow 

the good that he is doing for the people, by preaching God’s word, to be repaid with evil. Because of all of this 

Jeremiah pleads to God to punish them. Don’t forgive them. Deliver their families to their enemies. Psalm 109:6-20 is 

like this and is worth reading. 

‘So, give their children over to famine; hand them over to the power of the sword. Let their wives be made childless 
and widows; let their men be put to death, their young men slain by the sword in battle. Let a cry be heard from their 
houses when you suddenly bring invaders against them, for they have dug a pit to capture me and have hidden snares 

for my feet. But you, LORD, know all their plots to kill me. Do not forgive their crimes or blot out their sins from 
your sight. Let them be overthrown before you; deal with them in the time of your anger.’ Jeremiah 18:21-23 

Many people say that this is an unchristian attitude of Jeremiah towards his enemies. They say that Jesus Himself 

prayed for His enemies whilst hanging on the Cross. That’s true. But Jesus said that these people didn’t know what 

they were doing. God’s people in Jeremiah’s day knew what they were doing. These people were not only Jeremiah’s 

enemies, but they were also God’s enemies, and God had promised to punish them in this way. They were enemies of 

the truth. 

Jeremiah prayed that these enemies would reap the reward of their deeds. The people that Jeremiah was praying for, 

for their destruction, were like those that Jesus spoke about in Luke 19:27, when He said, ‘Those enemies of mine 

who did not want me to be a king over them, bring them here and kill them in front of me.’ 

These words were spoken by our gentle Jesus! There is a false opinion in today’s world that God will never ‘bruise 

the wicked sinner’, no matter what his crimes may be. But that is not the picture that the Bible reveals about God. 

CHAPTER 19 

I want to write a little bit about the next two chapters, Jeremiah 19 and Jeremiah 20 before we look at them in greater 

detail. In Jeremiah 19, God told him to preach another sermon. He said, ‘Jeremiah, I want you to take a piece of 

pottery. I want you to carry it with you outside of the city of Jerusalem to the Valley of Ben Hinnom.’ 

The Valley of Ben Hinnom was the dumping ground of Jerusalem. 

There was a continual fire, a perpetual fire, that burned in the Valley of Ben Hinnom. Years later, when Jesus Christ 

came onto the scene, He might have been looking out over that very valley when He taught the important lessons on 

Gehenna, the fire of hell, Matthew 5:22. 

God said to Jeremiah, ‘Jeremiah, you take that piece of pottery, you invite the leaders of the city, and the religious 

leaders, to go with you. You go down there to preach a sermon.’ 

It was in that valley that the kings of Judah had worshipped false gods. It was in that valley that some of the kings of 

Judah, in their worship of false gods, had actually offered their children as sacrifices to those false gods. Jeremiah 

went that day and preached the sermon. And it wasn’t a pleasant sermon. It was a sermon about captivity. It was a 

sermon about destruction. Following the instructions given to him by God, Jeremiah threw the vessel of clay down on 

the ground, so that it broke into pieces. Then he said, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I will smash this nation 

and this city just as the potter’s clay is smashed.’ 

For over 40 years Jeremiah spoke for God to Judah. For over 40 years he found his life to be difficult. Often, he was 

disappointed. In Jeremiah’s day, there was a priest who was extremely positive. So, let’s look at what happened after 

Jeremiah’s sermon, and after the breaking of the flask in the Valley of Ben Hinnom. We have to move to the 

beginning of the 20th chapter of the book of Jeremiah to look at this. 
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Verse 1 begins, ‘When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer of the temple of the LORD, heard Jeremiah 

prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at 

the LORD’S temple.’ 

This priest was also the chief officer of the temple the top official. Here is a top priest, a top official, someone who 

we would expect to be interested in what was in Judah’s future. But rather than hear the message of the Lord, he 

persecuted the messenger, he rejected the message. 

Pashhur was one of the priests who said, peace. And Jeremiah said, there is no peace, the city of Jerusalem is under 

siege. The people have forgotten God. The people are going to be carried away, into captivity. Still, the priests said 

peace, when there is no peace. There is power in positive thinking, but positive thinking must consider reality. And 

the reality for the men of Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s day was an invasion. 

To say peace when there is no peace does not bring peace. Positive thinking must always be considered in the light of 

what is real. And in the lives of the Jewish people in Jeremiah’s day, it is captivity. Jeremiah is not impressed with 

this senior priest, or with his message of peace. Jeremiah is obviously concerned about his people, but he is going to 

be a realist. He is going to think positively, but he is going to be a realist. 

Jeremiah needed encouragement. He should have received encouragement from the priests, and the kings, but he 

found no encouragement from them. The very place he thought that he would find those who would support him, he 

didn’t find it. And that is when he said that he wanted to quit. He wanted to give up. Remember what he said, 

speaking of God, in Jeremiah 20:9? ‘But if I say, ‘I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,’ his word is 

in my heart like a burning fire; shut up in my bones.’ 

He just had to keep on speaking, because of this fire in his bones. Jeremiah’s encouragement just came from God. 

That is why we find, in Jeremiah 20:13, Jeremiah saying, ‘Sing to the LORD! Give praise to the LORD!’ 

He found encouragement in God. 

I think it would be helpful if translators called a spade a spade! I looked at three different translations and one called 

this the smashed Potter’s vessel, one called it the smashed Potter’s jar and the third called it the broken Potter’s Flask. 

But I am sure whether I call it vessel, jar or flask you will know what I am talking about. Whatever we call it this is 

the symbol or sign of the broken Potter’s jar. 

Here we have the parable of the smashed potter’s jar. Jeremiah 18 gave us a picture of God’s patience and ability to 

correct the imperfect clay. This is a different lesson. The symbol here is a potter’s jar, but it is one that has already 

been made, already fired and hardened. It was a new jar, one that had only just been purchased, which means that it 

hadn’t been used and that it was empty. It symbolises the emptiness of this nation, and their failure to turn back to 

God. 

The smashing of the jar symbolises Judah as being a broken nation, no longer God’s people. There was no known 

way for them to repair this shattered jar, the nation was finished. True, the ‘righteous remnant’ would return, and they 

would form the nucleus of the new covenant of the coming Messiah. 

The message is aimed mostly, at those in high places. Jeremiah calls a kind of committee meeting, and God uses 

visual aids. We seem to think that Jesus started the use of parables, but they were common in Old Testament times. 

Those in positions of responsibility are told how it is to be. Jeremiah is speaking here. He breaks the jar and he tells 

the people that God will break this nation into a state that cannot be fixed. But they don’t have any sympathy. 

Jeremiah would be like Humpty-Dumpty, all the king’s horses and all the king’s men couldn’t put it together again. 

Because of the dead, the Valley of Topheth would have its name changed to the Valley of Slaughter. It will become 

like a rubbish dump. Some suggest that this was one reason why Golgotha was called the Place of Skulls because of 
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the dead bodies. Jeremiah tells other people, in general, the same message. That is basically the message of this 

chapter, let’s now look at some of the individual verses. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Go and buy a clay jar from a potter. Take along some of the elders of the people and 
of the priests and go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, near the entrance of the Potsherd Gate. There proclaim the 

words I tell you, and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of Judah and people of Jerusalem. This is what the 
LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Listen! I am going to bring a disaster on this place that will make the ears 

of everyone who hears of it tingle.’ Jeremiah 19:1-3 

There are other occasions in this book when Jeremiah himself became a part of his message. They are the Linen Belt 

in Jeremiah 13, God telling him he must not marry, Jeremiah 16, the Potter’s Clay, Jeremiah 18, the yoke around his 

neck, Jeremiah 27 and his buying a Field, Jeremiah 32. 

Two gates led to the Valley of Ben Hinnom. 

1. The Fountain Gate in the southeast corner, and 

2. The Dung Gate at the southwest corner. 

Scholars are not sure which one this refers to. One scholar believes that it was the gate that they used for throwing out 

their rubbish. If this were the case, the symbol of this is of the proud nation being carried out of the back door to be 

broken up for rubbish. I add that for interest only, it doesn’t really matter what gate was used. 

The Valley of Ben Hinnom was located south of Jerusalem and was the location of the shrine of Molech. This is 

where their infants were burned as sacrifices to that god. After Josiah defiled the place it was used for burning waste 

and cremating the bodies of dead criminals. The potter’s field is believed to be a little bit south of this, and it was 

there that Judas Iscariot committed suicide after betraying Jesus. 

‘For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have burned incense in it to gods that neither 
they nor their ancestors nor the kings of Judah ever knew, and they have filled this place with the blood of the 

innocent. They have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as offerings to Baal— something I 
did not command or mention, nor did it enter my mind. So, beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when 

people will no longer call this place Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. ‘In this place 
I will ruin the plans of Judah and Jerusalem. I will make them fall by the sword before their enemies, at the hands of 
those who want to kill them, and I will give their carcasses as food to the birds and the wild animals. I will devastate 
this city and make it an object of horror and scorn; all who pass by will be appalled and will scoff because of all its 

wounds. I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and daughters, and they will eat one another’s flesh because their 
enemies will press the siege so hard against them to destroy them.’ Jeremiah 19:4-9 

Verse 4 does not refer to the blood of the infants who were sacrificed to Molech. It is believed to refer to the innocent 

people who were murdered by Manasseh, 2 Kings 21:16. The high places were built to burn their children as burnt 

offerings to Baal. This identifies Baal with the horrible Molech. 

We are not sure what Topheth means. It is suggested that it means ‘fireplace’. It was one of the names given to the 

Valley of Ben Hinnom. Whatever it means, it was the place where the shrine of Molech was kept. It will now be 

known as the Valley of Slaughter. It was in this valley that the Babylonians made their camp. And It was at this scene 

of slaughter that Babylon came to slaughter God’s people. 

This terrible warning is almost a quotation from Deuteronomy 28:53. This is when Moses was warning Israel of their 

fate if they should give up serving the true God. Jeremiah is warning them that the Mosaic penalty was going to be 

enforced. 

‘Then break the jar while those who go with you are watching, and say to them, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty 
says: I will smash this nation and this city just as this potter’s jar is smashed and cannot be repaired. They will bury 

the dead in Topheth until there is no more room. This is what I will do to this place and to those who live here, 
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declares the LORD. I will make this city like Topheth. The houses in Jerusalem and those of the kings of Judah will 
be defiled like this place, Topheth—all the houses where they burned incense on the roofs to all the starry hosts and 
poured out drink offerings to other gods.’ Jeremiah then returned from Topheth, where the LORD had sent him to 

prophesy, and stood in the court of the LORD’s temple and said to all the people, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going to bring on this city and all the villages around it every disaster I 

pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked and would not listen to my words.’ Jeremiah 19:10-15 

This is the perfect example, symbol, of what is going to happen to the nation. This disaster is not going to happen by 

accident, the nation is going to be deliberately broken. God intended it. Man accomplished it. It wasn’t partially 

shattered, it was completely smashed. 

God’s people had turned their backs on him and worshipped idols by offering up their children to slaughter, to 

burning. God was now going to do the same to them, by slaughter, by burning, by offering them up to a foreign 

nation. 

This destruction was going to fall upon the city as a whole. This would include the roofs of houses where they had 

burned incense to ‘all the starry hosts and poured out drink offerings to other gods.’ 

I would imagine that this was only a brief summary of what Jeremiah said in the court of the temple. I say this 

because, when we come to Jeremiah 20, we find that Pashhur, who was the chief officer of the temple, gets irritated 

and angry by what Jeremiah was saying. But Jeremiah doesn’t say much in this last verse of chapter 19 so I guess this 

was just a brief summary of what he said. 

This action by Pashhur follows immediately after Jeremiah’s speech in the court of the Lord’s temple and it is this 

connection between these two chapters that leads some scholars to believe that verses 14-15, should have been the 

opening verses of the next chapter. 

CHAPTER 20 

We are now getting near the end of Jeremiah’s tragic ministry, nearing the end of the ministry of warning, we have 

seen the vain calls for repentance. There are two divisions in this next chapter. First, there is Jeremiah’s 

imprisonment. Then there is what some scholars consider to be the fifth and final lament of Jeremiah. 

Some scholars see two laments in these verses, giving six laments in all. Most of the old commentaries believe verses 

7-18 are a single paragraph, and I guess I go along with them, that this is the last of the five laments. 

‘When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the official in charge of the temple of the LORD, heard Jeremiah 
prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at 

the LORD’s temple.’ Jeremiah 20:1-2 

Jeremiah’s problems and power come out in this chapter. He comes up against criticism and opposition. The priest 

Pashhur was a kind of overseer, the chief officer in the Temple. He was probably third in line, some believe as high 

as second in line. He had heard what Jeremiah had said. He gets Jeremiah thrown into prison, beaten up and put into 

stocks. 

Pashhur would not have struck the prophet himself. He would have got his henchmen to do that. This action against 

Jeremiah would not have been allowed by Josiah, 640-609, because of his reforms, and service to God. This action by 

Pashhur is believed to have taken place between 609 and 605. 

He had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put into stocks. This was a terrible punishment, it was designed more for 

torture than for restraint. Their intention was to inflict cruel and inhuman torture upon him. 
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It is said that this was a wooden frame in which the feet, neck and hands were fastened so that the body was in a 

cramped and painful position. Scholars believe that it was because of this torture that Jeremiah’s outburst of 

complaints came out in verses 7-18. 

Note the expression ‘Jeremiah the prophet’ in this verse. This expression has not appeared so far in this prophecy. It 

is believed that it is used here to show that Pashhur’s conduct was in violation of the respect that was due to the 

prophet’s office. This is one of many sad scenes in the Old Testament. We have this crooked false prophet, Pashhur, 

torturing and beating God’s true prophet. 

‘The next day, when Pashhur released him from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, ‘The LORD’s name for you is not 
Pashhur, but Terror on Every Side. For this is what the LORD says: ‘I will make you a terror to yourself and to all 
your friends; with your own eyes you will see them fall by the sword of their enemies. I will give all Judah into the 
hands of the king of Babylon, who will carry them away to Babylon or put them to the sword. I will deliver all the 

wealth of this city into the hands of their enemies—all its products, all its valuables and all the treasures of the kings 
of Judah. They will take it away as plunder and carry it off to Babylon. And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your 
house will go into exile to Babylon. There you will die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have 

prophesied lies.’ Jeremiah 20:3-6 

Jeremiah tells this high official what is going to happen to him, because of what he has done to the prophet. Your 

name will be ‘terror on every side.’ 

This is the first time that the force from the north is identified as Baby on Pashhur will be taken with his friends into 

captivity. The priest is going to have to live in captivity with the people he has been lying to. 

‘You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; 
everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So, the word of the LORD 
has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, ‘I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his 

name,’ his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. I 
hear many whispering, ‘Terror on every side! Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!’ All my friends are waiting for me 

to slip, saying, ‘Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on him.’ Jeremiah 
20:7-10 

Jeremiah is assessing the situation here. ‘Deceived’ is a word that means ‘persuaded’. You will probably find a 

footnote in your Bible to this effect. You have persuaded me, God. Probably because of the trials, the prison, the 

stocks, the beating, the torture. It seems that Jeremiah is now convinced that he can stand up for the Lord. Previously 

he wasn’t very sure of himself. The result is this expression of joy, especially in verse 13. 

This is considered to be a pitiful complaint on the part of Jeremiah. It seems that everyone preferred to believe false 

prophets like Pashhur, rather than the terrible warnings that Jeremiah was giving. These people confidently expected 

Jeremiah to be destroyed, rather than themselves and their city. How wrong they were! 

This section shows the terrible personal cost that Jeremiah suffered whilst carrying out God’s word. Although 

Jeremiah at times, found it difficult to deliver sorrowful messages to his people, he truly found it impossible to hide 

God’s message, even though that message was unpopular to the people. 

Jeremiah says, concerning God, you are stronger than I am. Many a soul has been delighted at God’s strength in a 

similar fashion. You have to be involved, and your own limitations show up, to feel the closeness of God. This is a 

man complaining about his lot in life, but it still shows his submission, loyalty and obedience to God’s will. 

It would seem from verse 9 that there was a time when Jeremiah was determined to stop speaking for God, to keep 

his mouth shut. But now he had to tell the story, ‘I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.’ 
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God was at Jeremiah’s side. God was with him as a mighty warrior. This gives the impression of someone running 

around with a sword, no one could stand in his way. 

‘But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; so, my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will fail and 
be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonour will never be forgotten. LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous 

and probe the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the 
LORD! Give praise to the LORD! He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked.’ Jeremiah 20:11-13 

Coffman says, ‘The appearance of this remarkable expression of faith and trust in Jehovah and a repeated call for 

men to sing God’s praise beautifully expresses the attitude with which Jeremiah came through the terrible sorrows 

depicted in this chapter; nor can the subsequent verses of the chapter cast any reflection against such a conclusion. 

Let it be noted that there were no more complaints or laments by Jeremiah. After the conclusion of this chapter, the 

attitude expressed in verses 11-13 ever afterwards prevailed as the true faith and attitude of the great prophet. We 

believe that the very fact of there being no more complaints proves this to be true. ‘In later times when the prophet 

had more afflictions to endure, we no longer read of his trembling or bewailing the sufferings connected to his 

calling.’ 

‘Cursed be the day I was born! May the day my mother bore me not be blessed! Cursed be the man who brought my 
father the news, who made him very glad, saying, ‘A child is born to you—a son!’ May that man be like the towns 

the LORD overthrew without pity. May he hear wailing in the morning, a battle cry at noon. For he did not kill me in 
the womb, with my mother as my grave, her womb enlarged forever. Why did I ever come out of the womb to see 

trouble and sorrow and to end my days in shame?’ Jeremiah 20:14-18 

Some scholars believe it would be a mistake to say that Jeremiah was cursing his birth. These false prophets were 

saying everything would be good, but it won’t. It wasn’t a good time to be born, to talk about the good news. He is 

simply saying, that this isn’t a good time to be born, to be around. Some say that because of verse 18, it means that 

Jeremiah had had so much trouble from the people as a prophet of God, that he wished he had never been born. 

It was against the Law of Moses for a person to curse one’s parents, and Jeremiah carefully avoided doing that. He 

didn’t actually curse his mother, he cursed the day that he was born, he didn’t curse his father, but the man who 

brought news of his birth to his father. Leviticus 20:9 / Leviticus 24:10-16. 

The words in this final section are so radically different from the trust and confidence expressed in previous verses. 

Because of this, scholars are at a loss as to know how to interpret them. 

Matthew Henry, an older scholar, and a man of incredibly extensive reading and understanding, his was the first 

commentary I ever possessed, he stated, with regard to verses 14-18, ‘Seems to be Jeremiah’s relation of his thoughts 

while he was in the ferment he had experienced in the stocks, and out of which his faith and hope had rescued him, 

rather than a new temptation into which he later fell.’ 

He also refers to another scripture where a similar thing happened. David said in Psalm 31:22 ‘I said in my grief, I am 

cut off’. 

So perhaps we should understand that these words of Jeremiah relate to what he said to himself whilst in the torture 

of the stocks. 

I can just imagine that Jeremiah, as he looked back on the many years of pleading, and preaching, to God’s people 

that he felt that, in one sense, he had totally wasted his life. And it was probably that sense of failure that caused his 

depression and despondency when he thought about it. 

Coffman says, ‘That Jeremiah indeed, during his torture at the hands of Pashhur, felt deserted even by God himself 

could not be called a sin; for the Holy Christ Himself cried from the Gross, ‘My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?’ 



56 

Note that he ‘felt’ that way, it wasn’t a reality, just like Christ on the cross, God didn’t turn His back on Him. 

CHAPTER 21 

This context takes us to the end of Judah and Jerusalem that occurred in 586 B.C. It was then that the Babylonians 

laid siege to the city and destroyed it, Jeremiah 37:3–38:28, taking into captivity the remainder of the Israelites. 

‘The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur son of Malkijah and the priest 
Zephaniah son of Maaseiah. They said: ‘Inquire now of the LORD for us because Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is 

attacking us. Perhaps the LORD will perform wonders for us as in times past so that he will withdraw from us.’ 
Jeremiah 21:1-2 

Zedekiah was the last king of Israel before the captivity. In view of the idolatry into which the nation had fallen by 

this time, and Pashhur’s persecution of Jeremiah, we would assume that Zedekiah’s plea to the Lord was the last 

resort after he had consulted all his false gods. The plea, therefore, would reveal a belittlement of the God of heaven 

in the mind of Zedekiah. 

He belittled God by considering Him to be the last ‘god’ to which he would plead for the deliverance of the nation. 

We cannot believe that he had now become a monotheist and true believer in the God of heaven. We would also 

suppose that this was a humiliating command in reference to what Pashhur was to do. He now was commanded by 

the king to request prayer from Jeremiah whom he had formerly beaten and publicly mocked. 

‘But Jeremiah answered them, ‘Tell Zedekiah, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am about to turn 
against you the weapons of war that are in your hands, which you are using to fight the king of Babylon and the 
Babylonians who are outside the wall besieging you. And I will gather them inside this city. I myself will fight 

against you with an outstretched hand and a mighty arm in furious anger and in great wrath. I will strike down those 
who live in this city—both man and beast—and they will die of a terrible plague. After that, declares the LORD, I 

will give Zedekiah king of Judah, his officials and the people in this city who survive the plague, sword and famine, 
into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to their enemies who want to kill them. He will put them to 

the sword; he will show them no mercy or pity or compassion.’ Jeremiah 21:3-7 

Destruction and death were certain. The historical calamity that would befall Jerusalem, and was unchangeably 

written with a stylus of iron, had now come to fulfilment. No request would turn the course of history. They had 

waited too long to repent. 

‘Furthermore, tell the people, ‘This is what the LORD says: See, I am setting before you the way of life and the way 
of death. Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague. But whoever goes out and surrenders to 
the Babylonians who are besieging you will live; they will escape with their lives. I have determined to do this city 
harm and not good, declares the LORD. It will be given into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will destroy it 

with fire.’ Jeremiah 21:8-10 

God set two options before the people. They could surrender and give themselves over to the Babylonians. Or, they 

could stay in the city and fight. If one gave himself over to the Babylonians, a person’s booty from the battle would 

be his own life. 

Those who remained in the city would die from the natural catastrophes and war that came with a city under siege. 

Those who would surrender would thus begin the hard road to cultural rehabilitation. It would start with total 

submission to the enemy, and thus humiliation that would crush the arrogance that brought them to this point in 

history. 
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Their children would thus be born to parents who had suffered the humiliation of captivity. In growing up in 

captivity, the children, therefore, would begin the spiritual road back to submission to God. On the other side of the 

captivity, a new generation would come forth in service to God. 

‘Moreover, say to the royal house of Judah, ‘Hear the word of the LORD. This is what the LORD says to you, house 
of David: ‘Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed, or 

my wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done—burn with no one to quench it. I am 
against you, Jerusalem, you who live above this valley on the rocky plateau, declares the LORD—you who say, 

‘Who can come against us? Who can enter our refuge?’ I will punish you as your deeds deserve, declares the LORD. 
I will kindle a fire in your forests that will consume everything around you.’ Jeremiah 21:11-14 

This exhortation is a general message to the kings of Judah. Those material things that were acquired by the 

exploitation of the oppressed, and which the rich oppressors cherished so much, would be taken from them by their 

captors. The corrupt rulers would lose all they had taken from the people through corruption. 

Although the city of Jerusalem is mentioned here, in view of the context, it could be to the royal family that lived in 

Jerusalem. Whether Jerusalem or the royal family, self-sufficient arrogance was their character. God would come 

down to them in judgment. 

When people deal harshly with others, with the same harshness God will deal with them. We will be judged 

according to our deeds, 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

CHAPTER 22 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Go down to the palace of the king of Judah and proclaim this message there: ‘Hear the 
word of the LORD to you, king of Judah, you who sit on David’s throne—you, your officials and your people who 

come through these gates. This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the 
oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow, and do 

not shed innocent blood in this place. For if you are careful to carry out these commands, then kings who sit on 
David’s throne will come through the gates of this palace, riding in chariots and on horses, accompanied by their 

officials and their people. But if you do not obey these commands, declares the LORD, I swear by myself that this 
palace will become a ruin.’ Jeremiah 22:1-5 

The morals of the leadership of a nation determine the direction in which the nation is headed. In a corrupt nation, 

there is no one to take the defence of the poor, widows, orphans and foreigners. If the king will not come to their 

defence, then the nation is morally doomed. 

‘For this is what the LORD says about the palace of the king of Judah: ‘Though you are like Gilead to me, like the 
summit of Lebanon, I will surely make you like a wasteland, like towns not inhabited. I will send destroyers against 
you, each man with his weapons, and they will cut up your fine cedar beams and throw them into the fire. ‘People 

from many nations will pass by this city and will ask one another, ‘Why has the LORD done such a thing to this great 
city?’ And the answer will be: ‘Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God and have worshiped 

and served other gods.’ Jeremiah 22:6-9 

The rulers of Judah remained corrupt and thus reaped the punishment of the Lord. The royal family was taken from 

the Jewish society and would never rise again on earth. Though the nations remained patriotic to their national gods, 

Israel forsook her God. 

Though the nations did not have a correct view of the covenant between God and Israel, they at least knew that a 

nation should never forsake her national god. They thus mocked Israel because she broke the covenant between 

herself and her God by violating the conditions of the covenant with her God. 
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‘Do not weep for the dead king or mourn his loss; rather, weep bitterly for him who is exiled, because he will never 
return nor see his native land again. For this is what the LORD says about Shallum son of Josiah, who succeeded his 
father as king of Judah but has gone from this place: ‘He will never return. He will die in the place where they have 

led him captive; he will not see this land again.’ Jeremiah 22:10-12 

Those who were taken into captivity would die in captivity. Jeremiah told the people not to weep for Josiah, but for 

Shallum who would be taken into captivity by the Egyptians. Josiah was killed by Pharaoh-Necho at Megiddo. The 

people then made Shallum their king in Jerusalem. However, after three months Pharaoh-Necho took Shallum as a 

captive in Egypt, 2 Kings 23:30-34. Pharaoh-Necho then placed Eliakim, Jehoiakim, another son of Josiah, on the 

throne. 

‘Woe to him who builds his palace by unrighteousness, his upper rooms by injustice, making his own people work for 
nothing, not paying them for their labour. He says, ‘I will build myself a great palace with spacious upper rooms.’ So, 
he makes large windows in it, panels it with cedar and decorates it in red. ‘Does it make you a king to have more and 
more cedar? Did not your father have food and drink? He did what was right and just, so all went well with him. He 
defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?’ declares the 
LORD. ‘But your eyes and your heart are set only on dishonest gain, on shedding innocent blood and on oppression 

and extortion.’ Jeremiah 22:13-17 

Jehoiakim was a ruthless and oppressive king. He brought misery upon the people. He followed after his own corrupt 

heart, exploiting the people for his own gain. He was in power for himself, not to serve the needs of the people. He 

was so corrupt that he placed his own people in bondage by having them work without pay. He stole the goods of the 

people, confiscating at will all that pleased his greed. He was a murderous king, Jeremiah 26:23. 

Jeremiah contrasted Jehoiakim’s life and reign to the life and reign of his father Josiah. Josiah sought to restore Judah 

to God. Jehoiakim sought to lead God’s people away from God. The father failed to pass on to his son a moral ethic, 

for the son gave himself over to rebellion against all for which his father stood. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah: ‘They will not mourn for him: 
‘Alas, my brother! Alas, my sister!’ They will not mourn for him: ‘Alas, my master! Alas, his splendour!’ He will 

have the burial of a donkey—dragged away and thrown outside the gates of Jerusalem.’ Jeremiah 22:18-19 

Jehoiakim would come to a disgraceful end. Because he grievously oppressed the people with his corrupt behaviour, 

no one would lament his death. He would be disposed of as a dead donkey, laid in the sun to rot. 

‘Go up to Lebanon and cry out, let your voice be heard in Bashan, cry out from Abarim, for all your allies are 
crushed. I warned you when you felt secure, but you said, ‘I will not listen!’ This has been your way from your youth; 

you have not obeyed me. The wind will drive all your shepherds away, and your allies will go into exile. Then you 
will be ashamed and disgraced because of all your wickedness. You who live in ‘Lebanon,’ who are nestled in cedar 
buildings, how you will groan when pangs come upon you, pain like that of a woman in labour!’ Jeremiah 22:20-23 

Jeremiah commanded them to go to the north, east and west to those nations on which Judah relied. They would find 

that these nations were all gone. When they were rich and economically doing well, they had no urge to depend on 

God. In their self-reliance, they refused to listen to God. However, their idol god of prosperity brought them into 

poverty and captivity. 

The name ‘Lebanon’ was sometimes used in prophecy to refer to Jerusalem. Because the temple and palace were 

constructed from the cedars of Lebanon, the figure of speech referred to the residents, specifically, the king, as 

dwelling in houses that were built from the cedars of Lebanon. 

‘As surely as I live,’ declares the LORD, ‘even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring 
on my right hand, I would still pull you off. I will deliver you into the hands of those who want to kill you, those you 
fear—Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the Babylonians. I will hurl you and the mother who gave you birth into 
another country, where neither of you was born, and there you both will die. You will never come back to the land 
you long to return to.’ Is this man Jehoiachin a despised, broken pot, an object no one wants? Why will he and his 
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children be hurled out, cast into a land they do not know? O land, land, land, hear the word of the LORD! This is 
what the LORD says: ‘Record this man as if childless, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his 

offspring will prosper, none will sit on the throne of David or rule anymore in Judah.’ Jeremiah 22:24-30 

This oracle of Jeremiah speaks of Jehoiachin before he was taken into captivity, and then of his time in captivity. He 

was a corrupt and unrighteous king like his father, Jehoiakim. Fortunately, his reign was only three months before 

Nebuchadnezzar took him and the first group of captives into captivity in 597 B.C. 

He and his mother, Nehushta, with his wives, were taken with 10,000 Israelites into Babylonian captivity. Though he 

was taken into captivity, the Israelites still considered him their king of choice. 

Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah, another son of Josiah and uncle to Jehoiachin, on the throne after Jehoiachin was 

taken into captivity, Jeremiah 28:1-4 / Ezra 17:22. 

Though the people may have envisioned Jehoiachin and his descendants continuing the Davidic lineage of kings, 

Jeremiah pronounced a termination of his heritage as kings in Jerusalem. As national Israel came to an end, never 

again to enjoy the pride of nationhood, the demise of the nation was symbolised by the termination of the Davidic 

kingship on earth through the descendants of David. 

Earthly kings did Israel no favour in keeping the nation close to God. Earthly kings were fallible, and thus, their 

leadership behaviour in many ways led the people away from God. 

Now that the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel had gone or were going into captivity, God sought a 

restoration of His sole kingship over the repentant remnant, and eventually with the new spiritual Israel that would be 

ruled directly from heaven through King Jesus, Ephesians 1:20-23 / Philippians 2:5-11 / 1 Timothy 6:15. 

The earthly kings led Israel into destruction. King Jesus would reign from heaven and lead spiritual Israel into 

victory, Matthew 28:18. 

CHAPTER 23 

This is a prophecy concerning shepherds or leaders. These false shepherds had scattered the flock. They hadn’t cared 

for the people. God says, ‘you have driven them into captivity. You are responsible.’ 

Note that James says, ‘let us not all be teachers because teachers will be judged more severely than others’. 

Responsibility brings accountability. But there is hope for the future. God will bring the remnant back and new 

shepherds will be appointed who will do the job properly. 

But by far the most important thing in this chapter is the glorious prophecy of Jesus Christ in verses 5-6. Jeremiah 

had just severely denounced the sins of the kings Jeremiah 22. Zedekiah, the last king to reign before the captivity, 

was not mentioned in Jeremiah 22. 

Coffman says, ‘since he was the reigning monarch, it is not surprising that his name does not occur here.’ 

Tony Ash says that scholars generally agree in dating this chapter to the reign of Zedekiah. Some believe that the 

prophecy of the Messiah came before Zedekiah came to the throne, which probably influenced Zedekiah in the choice 

of his ‘throne name’, which resembles the glorious title of ‘The Lord our Righteousness’, which is mentioned in verse 

6, because Zedekiah means, ‘The Lord is righteous.’ 

I have a problem with that anyway. 2 Kings 24:17 says that Nebuchadnezzar ‘made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, 

king in his place and changed his name to Zedekiah’. 



60 

It was therefore Nebuchadnezzar that gave him the new name. Not that it matters, but you can take your choice if you 

are that interested. 

‘Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!’ declares the LORD. Therefore, 
this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: ‘Because you have scattered my 

flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you 
have done,’ declares the LORD. ‘I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 

driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. I will place 
shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,’ 

declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 23:1-4 

Here we see that the sheep are scattered by false shepherds, but God also says that He will scatter them. This is the 

prophecy that the ‘righteous remnant’ will return from Babylon to Judah. And we know that this happens. 

‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign 
wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is 

the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour. ‘So then, the days are coming,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘when people will no longer say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ 
but they will say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north 

and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ Then they will live in their own land.’ Jeremiah 23:5-8 

A king is promised the righteous branch. This is mentioned again in Jeremiah 38:15, and also in Isaiah 11:1-5 / Isaiah 

11:10-11. This is, of course, Messianic. The New Testament tells us that this is so. Is there any question about this? 

Not at all. This is, without doubt, the promise of the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. These words cannot possibly refer 

to anyone else. 

Who else, of all the people who have ever been born, could be called ‘The Lord our Righteousness’? 

Strangely enough, one of the only scholars I can find who questions this is a teacher from Abilene University. Tony 

Ash says, ‘The concept of the coming king is not of major importance in Jeremiah. The Christian is tempted to find a 

reference to Christ here.’ 

Coffman says, ‘It seems strange that such a comment as this should come from a former Bible professor in a 

Christian university.’ 

Tony Ash seems to imply that there is no reference to Jesus Christ in this passage. 

Who other than Jesus could ever hold this title of ‘The Lord of Righteousness’? 

‘Concerning the prophets: My heart is broken within me; all my bones tremble. I am like a drunken man, like a strong 
man overcome by wine, because of the LORD and his holy words. The land is full of adulterers; because of the curse 
the land lies parched and the pastures in the wilderness are withered. The prophets follow an evil course and use their 
power unjustly. ‘Both prophet and priest are godless; even in my temple I find their wickedness,’ declares the LORD. 

‘Therefore, their path will become slippery; they will be banished to darkness and there they will fall. I will bring 
disaster on them in the year they are punished,’ declares the LORD. Jeremiah 23:9-12 

The prophets and the priests have made God so angry that he shakes with anger. They are going to pay for it. God 

says, again, ‘I haven’t sent these false prophets’. 

The first three words of verse 9 say this, ‘Concerning the prophets.’ You could call this the title for the rest of the 

chapter. These false prophets delivered their messages ‘in the name of God.’ 

They claimed to be speaking for God. They called Jeremiah a liar. Their message was, ‘We are the prophets of God, 

and God has told us that Jerusalem is safe.’ 
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‘Among the prophets of Samaria, I saw this repulsive thing: They prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray. 

And among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen something horrible: They commit adultery and live a lie. They 
strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that not one of them turns from their wickedness. They are all like Sodom to me; 

the people of Jerusalem are like Gomorrah.’ Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty says concerning the 
prophets: ‘I will make them eat bitter food and drink poisoned water, because from the prophets of Jerusalem 

ungodliness has spread throughout the land.’ Jeremiah 23:13-15 

In a nutshell, these verses say that the evil prophets will suffer the judgment of God. The mention of Sodom and 

Gomorrah is pretty significant. Ezekiel also, in Ezekiel 16, said that the people had become ‘worse’ than Sodom and 

Gomorrah. 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with 
false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They keep saying to those 

who despise me, ‘The LORD says: You will have peace.’ And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they 
say, ‘No harm will come to you.’ But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD to see or to hear his word? 
Who has listened and heard his word? See, the storm of the LORD will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down 
on the heads of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his 

heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. I did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their 
message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied. But if they had stood in my council, they would have 
proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds.’ 

Jeremiah 23:16-22 

Verse 16 tells us that these false prophets preached thoughts from their own heart. They promised peace when there 

was no peace. They also promised prosperity for the people, not punishment. False prophets and teachers often 

promise only good things. Today’s false preachers know all about grace, love, mercy and forgiveness, they know 

nothing about the obedience of God’s Word. 

‘Am I only a God nearby,’ declares the LORD, ‘and not a God far away? Who can hide in secret places so that I 
cannot see them?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the LORD. ‘I have heard what the 

prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ How long will this continue in 
the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? They think the dreams they tell 

one another will make my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. Let 
the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has 

straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 23:23-28 

This is a warning to the false prophets, you can’t hide from God. God has heard all of their lies, now He will punish 

them for their lies. The false prophets will tell a dream, which is merely a dream, and not the word of God. 

‘Is not my word like fire,’ declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? ‘Therefore,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘I am against the prophets who steal from one another words supposedly from me. Yes,’ declares the 

LORD, ‘I am against the prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, ‘The LORD declares.’ Indeed, I am 
against those who prophesy false dreams,’ declares the LORD. ‘They tell them and lead my people astray with their 
reckless lies, yet I did not send or appoint them. They do not benefit these people in the least,’ declares the LORD.’ 

Jeremiah 23:29-32 

The word of God will consume the lies of men, Hebrews 4:12. The word of God will smash to pieces the false 

dreams of those who are led about by their own fantasies. Those who claim that ‘God spoke to them’ are actually 

counterfeiting the word of God. They claim to speak a word from God when actually they are relying on the 

imagination of their own minds. These are false prophets who fashion themselves after a pretence of religiosity in 

order to gain a following of people. 2 Corinthians 11:12-15. 

‘When these people, or a prophet or a priest, ask you, ‘What is the message from the LORD?’ say to them, ‘What 
message? I will forsake you, declares the LORD.’ If a prophet or a priest or anyone else claims, ‘This is a 

message from the LORD,’ I will punish them and their household. This is what each of you keeps saying to your 
friends and other Israelites: ‘What is the LORD’s answer?’ or ‘What has the LORD spoken?’ But you must not 



62 
mention ‘a message from the LORD’ again, because each one’s word becomes their own message. So, you distort the 

words of the living God, the LORD Almighty, our God. This is what you keep saying to a prophet: ‘What is the 
LORD’s answer to you?’ or ‘What has the LORD spoken?’ Although you claim, ‘This is a message from the LORD,’ 

this is what the LORD says: You used the words, ‘This is a message from the LORD,’ even though I told you that 
you must not claim, ‘This is a message from the LORD.’ Therefore, I will surely forget you and cast you out of my 
presence along with the city I gave to you and your ancestors. I will bring on you everlasting disgrace—everlasting 

shame that will not be forgotten.’ Jeremiah 23:33-40 

The message here is, that God sees everything. But this is a confusing section. The people were mocking Jeremiah by 

saying, ‘What’s your burden today then? To which Jeremiah would reply, ‘You are’. 

Coffman says, ‘Many of the prophecies of Jeremiah began with the words, ‘The burden of the Jehovah.’ We know 

that the people didn’t believe Jeremiah’s prophecies, so they called him the burden of God. Whenever they saw him 

they said, ‘What’s your burden today then? 

God believed this to be scandalous behaviour, and in verse 33 said, ‘I will punish them.’ The last verse has God 

saying, ‘I will bring upon you everlasting disgrace, everlasting shame that will not be forgotten.’ 

CHAPTER 24 

This chapter has the simple title, ‘Two Baskets of Figs’. God says that He will keep His promise to return His people 

to the land. He does so with the sign of GOOD FIGS and BAD FIGS. All dates are approximate, the first verse tells 

us when this was, ‘shortly after Jehoiachin and others were carried into Babylon’. 

So, this would have been about 597 B.C. 

It seems that this chapter was intended to encourage the people in exile. Those who were left behind in Judah felt that 

they were highly favoured and therefore felt proud of their position. They were taking the possessions off those who 

had been taken away and were probably thinking that they were the lucky ones. This little parable of the Two Baskets 

of Figs would show them how wrong they were. 

GOOD FIGS 

God is sending Judah to Babylon for her own good, not just for the sake of it. And it worked for good. Why? Because 

in captivity many turned back to God. They saw what it was all about. They gave up the idols and never returned to 

them when they returned to their homeland. Ezra tells this well. Captivity was certainly to purify Israel and it did. 

When they returned they were prepared to serve God. In captivity, they built a synagogue. 

‘After Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah and the officials, the skilled workers and the artisans of Judah were 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the LORD showed me two baskets 

of figs placed in front of the temple of the LORD.’ Jeremiah 24:1 

Selected people had already been taken into captivity in 606 B.C. Ezekiel and Daniel had been taken away in the first 

group of captives. Now the cream of the nation, i.e., craftsmen and others, are going to be taken away, please read 2 

Kings 24:10-17 to see who went to Babylon on this occasion. The teaching of this parable seems to be that it was the 

people who were left in Judah that were inferior to those taken into Babylon. 
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One scholar says, ‘Those left behind were not worth taking.’ This seems to be true. Zedekiah surrounded himself with 

a group of people who wanted to make an alliance with Egypt so that they had the strength to counter-attack any 

further assault from Babylon. This brought about the second siege of Jerusalem. This is when many people were 

murdered, the temple was destroyed, and the city was completely ruined. So those who remained in Judah were worse 

off than those taken at the first siege of Jerusalem. The final siege lasted one and a half years and was one of the 

worst in history. So bad was this that the people of Judah were killing and eating their own children. 

‘One basket had very good figs, like those that ripen early; the other basket had very bad figs, so bad they could not 
be eaten. Then the LORD asked me, ‘What do you see, Jeremiah?’ ‘Figs,’ I answered. ‘The good ones are very good, 

but the bad ones are so bad they cannot be eaten.’ Jeremiah 24:2-3 

The first crop of figs came from an early crop, considered to be the best. The bad figs were considered ‘rotten’, so 

bad that they couldn’t be eaten. This little parable is pretty much the same as that of the basket of summer fruit in 

Arnos 8:1-3. 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to me: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Like these good figs, I 
regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I sent away from this place to the land of the Babylonians. My eyes will 
watch over them for their good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up and not tear them down; I 

will plant them and not uproot them. I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my 
people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.’ Jeremiah 24:4-7 

The captivity in Babylon was similar to the many years that Jacob’s children spent in Egypt. They became strong as a 

nation in Egypt because they were kept separate from other nations. A similar thing would happen in Babylon. Away 

from their own country, which they missed so much, they began to see God again. They put away idols. 

It is, however, sad that when they did eventually return to their homeland that they began to think of themselves first, 

rather than God. For instance, they were happy to build good houses for themselves, whilst the temple remained in 

ruins. I guess man has never changed since God created him. It was God who was going to do it all. I will build. I will 

plant. I will guide you back. I will provide for you. They will have a heart and know that I am the Lord. 

BAD FIGS 

I will send sword, famine and plague against them. Those who are so evil, God will not deliver them over to good. 

‘But like the bad figs, which are so bad they cannot be eaten,’ says the LORD, ‘so will I deal with Zedekiah king of 
Judah, his officials and the survivors from Jerusalem, whether they remain in this land or live in Egypt. I will make 
them abhorrent and an offense to all the kingdoms of the earth, a reproach and a byword, a curse and an object of 

ridicule, wherever I banish them. I will send the sword, famine and plague against them until they are destroyed from 
the land I gave to them and their ancestors.’ Jeremiah 24:8-10 

The bad figs are considered in these verses. Verse 8 tells us that these poor figs identify with Zedekiah, his officials 

and the survivors from Jerusalem. We note that even those who fled to Egypt were considered poor figs. 

I will send sword, famine and plague, which refers to the third deportation. So, at this stage let us recap the three 

deportations. 

606 B.C. This is when Daniel and the princes, the high-ups, were taken into captivity. 

597 B.C. This is the first siege that we have been considering. 
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586 B.C. This is the second and final siege referred to in verse 10 of this chapter when God will send sword, famine 

and plague, often referred to as the Fall of Jerusalem. 

Read Jeremiah 52 and his Book of Lamentations. 

CHAPTER 25 

This is basically a summary of everything that Jeremiah has said so far. In addition, he gives a scan of the 

punishments that will come to other nations. I wonder why he talked about other nations. Because it is going to show 

that in a special way Judah will receive payment for what has been done. These nations will be judged because of 

their ignorance. 

God had been longsuffering. Over and over again He had given them opportunities to come back to Him. So, here is 

the terrible message, you’ve had your chances, now receive the punishment. 

This chapter has three main sections. 

1. The judgment of Judah and their impending captivity in Babylon. Jeremiah 25:1-14. 

2. The cup of God’s wrath on nations. Jeremiah 25:15-29, and 

3. God’s Judgment on the whole world. Jeremiah 25:30-38. 

In the first main section, we have this amazing prophecy that God’s people will be in Babylon for a total of 70 years. 

I say, amazing, because, how could Jeremiah have known that they would be in exile for 70 years? 

There was only one way, revelation by our Almighty God. 

‘The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of 
Judah, which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. So, Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of 

Judah and to all those living in Jerusalem: For twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon 
king of Judah until this very day—the word of the LORD has come to me and I have spoken to you again and again, 
but you have not listened. And though the LORD has sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, you 

have not listened or paid any attention.’ Jeremiah 25:1-4 

This 23 years of Jeremiah’s ministry wag made up of 19 years during the reign of Josiah and four years of the reign 

of Jehoiakim. Plus, of course, the three months of Jehoahaz, I suppose we should count that. This shows 23 years of 

rejection by Judah of God and His words. Every day of these 23 years it seems that Jeremiah was out early trying to 

warn the people and trying to melt their hearts. 

‘And though the Lord has sent you all his servants, the prophets again and again, you have not listened or paid 
attention’. ‘They said, ‘Turn now, each of you, from your evil ways and your evil practices, and you can stay in the 

land the LORD gave to you and your ancestors for ever and ever. Do not follow other gods to serve and worship 
them; do not arouse my anger with what your hands have made. Then I will not harm you.’ ‘But you did not listen to 
me,’ declares the LORD, ‘and you have aroused my anger with what your hands have made, and you have brought 
harm to yourselves.’ Therefore, the LORD Almighty says this: ‘Because you have not listened to my words. I will 
summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I 

will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy 
them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them the sounds of joy 

and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole 
country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.’ Jeremiah 

25:5-11 



65 

If the people of Israel had not been so rebellious, we would have no writings of the prophets, for the prophets were 

sent to call the people to repentance. However, because they would not listen to God, they stirred His anger. As a 

result, He unleashed calamity upon them in order to stir their repentance. 

Notice the title that God gives, ‘my servant Nebuchadnezzar’. This title is usually reserved for the most faithful 

worshippers of God. The first person to be given the title by God was Moses. Here it is applied to the king of 

Babylon. I guess you couldn’t call Nebuchadnezzar a servant in the best sense of the word, but he was, nevertheless, 

an important servant. He was, after all, being used by God to punish God’s people. 

We are told how long the captivity is going to last, for 70 years. For the background of this read 2 Chronicles 36:14-

23. The 70-year period would obviously start from the time of the first deportation, in 606 B.C, when Daniel and the 

princes were taken. After the captives return to Babylon will serve other nations because they made the land a waste. 

‘But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the 
Babylonians, for their guilt,’ declares the LORD, ‘and will make it desolate forever. I will bring on that land all the 
things I have spoken against it, all that are written in this book and prophesied by Jeremiah against all the nations. 

They themselves will be enslaved by many nations and great kings; I will repay them according to their deeds and the 
work of their hands.’ Jeremiah 25:12-14 

Though God used the Babylonians to discipline His people, He would turn on them because of their arrogance and 

mistreatment of His people. He would render to them that which they had rendered to His people. 

THE CUP OF GOD’S WRATH 

‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: ‘Take from my hand this cup filled with the wine of my wrath 
and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. When they drink it, they will stagger and go mad because of the 
sword I will send among them.’ So I took the cup from the LORD’s hand and made all the nations to whom he sent 

me drink it: Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, its kings and officials, to make them a ruin and an object of horror and 
scorn, a curse—as they are today; Pharaoh king of Egypt, his attendants, his officials and all his people, and all the 
foreign people there; all the kings of Uz; all the kings of the Philistines (those of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the 

people left at Ashdod); Edom, Moab and Ammon; all the kings of Tyre and Sidon; the kings of the coastlands across 
the sea; Dedan, Tema, Buz and all who are in distant places; all the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the foreign 

people who live in the wilderness; all the kings of Zimri, Elam and Media; and all the kings of the north, near and far, 
one after the other—all the kingdoms on the face of the earth. And after all of them, the king of Sheshak will drink it 
too. ‘Then tell them, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Drink, get drunk and vomit, and fall 
to rise no more because of the sword I will send among you.’ But if they refuse to take the cup from your hand and 

drink, tell them, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: You must drink it! See, I am beginning to bring disaster on 
the city that bears my Name, and will you indeed go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, for I am calling down 
a sword on all who live on the earth, declares the LORD Almighty.’ ‘Now prophesy all these words against them and 
say to them: ‘The LORD will roar from on high; he will thunder from his holy dwelling and roar mightily against his 
land. He will shout like those who tread the grapes, shout against all who live on the earth. The tumult will resound to 
the ends of the earth, for the LORD will bring charges against the nations; he will bring judgment on all mankind and 

put the wicked to the sword,’ declares the LORD. This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Look! Disaster is 
spreading from nation to nation; a mighty storm is rising from the ends of the earth.’ At that time those slain by the 

LORD will be everywhere—from one end of the earth to the other. They will not be mourned or gathered up or 
buried, but will be like dung lying on the ground.’ Jeremiah 25:15-33 

This talks about the cup of God’s wrath upon the nations. They are going to drink the contents until they are drunk. 

God says, ‘make the nations drink it.’ 

These nations have no foundation. When trials come, they hit the bottle. All this, of course, is figurative, this wasn’t a 

literal cup. It a symbol, a symbol of God’s wrath. 
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I’m not going to make a nation by nation list of what is written in this chapter. All I will say is that they are all going 

to be judged by God. Remember what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:10, ‘We must all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ.’ 

After all of those nations had drunk the wrath of God, the king of Sheshack will drink it too. There is a little footnote 

in the NIV, and I suppose in the version you are using, that says Sheshack is a word for Babylon, so this verse is 

saying that the other nations will be judged before Babylon is judged. 

We see that the message is repeated in verses 30 and 31. 

1. All nations are going to be judged and punished. 

2. Death will come to the wicked. 

3. There will be no exceptions. God will bring these charges against all nations, and judgment on all mankind. 

‘Weep and wail, you shepherds; roll in the dust, you leaders of the flock. For your time to be slaughtered has come; 
you will fall like the best of the rams. The shepherds will have nowhere to flee, the leaders of the flock no place to 

escape. Hear the cry of the shepherds, the wailing of the leaders of the flock, for the LORD is destroying their 
pasture. The peaceful meadows will be laid waste because of the fierce anger of the LORD. Like a lion he will leave 
his lair, and their land will become desolate because of the sword of the oppressor and because of the LORD’s fierce 

anger.’ Jeremiah 25:34-38 

The rulers and lords of the nations would wail because their source of help would be cut off. The judgment would go 

out against all the nations, and thus one nation could not help another. There would be no place to escape the 

judgment of God. 

The chapter ends with an indictment against the shepherds of Judah. 

CHAPTER 26 

Here Jeremiah deals with events that occur at the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign. Jeremiah 25, which we have just 

looked at, dealt with the fourth year of his reign. This is now ‘early in the reign of Jehoiakim’. 

Most scholars date this chapter to around 607/608 B.C. 

A SUGGESTED DIVISION OF THIS CHAPTER 

1. God tells Jeremiah to announce the doom to befall Jerusalem. Jeremiah 26:1-6. 

2. He is accused of blasphemy by the false prophets, who declare him worthy of death. Jeremiah 26:7-11. 

3. Jeremiah says that he is innocent. Jeremiah 26:12-15. 

4. The officials and ‘all the people’, seem to be on Jeremiah’s side. Jeremiah 26:16-19. 

5. The execution of Uriah. Jeremiah 26:20-23. 

6. Ahikam rescues and protects Jeremiah. Jeremiah 26:24. 

The law itself is outlined here. People are told to hear it and turn back. We have already seen earlier that the law 

stated blessings and curses, the plans and promises of God. He promised punishment for neglect. Shiloh is again used 

as an example of future complete destruction. The people gather around Jeremiah and put him on trial. 
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It’s like a court case. This is being done in the Lord’s house, verse 9. The people are gathered around him, in the 

Lord’s house. They have come to the Lord’s house to judge a prophet for the Law that they have no respect for 

anymore. It was these unworthy shepherds who were the ones to press the charges against him. They say Jeremiah is 

worthy of death, as far as the Law is concerned. The covenant breakers condemn the covenant keeper. 

‘Stand in the courtyard of the Lord’s house’. This was a good location because it enabled Jeremiah to reach a greater 

audience, people from all the towns roundabout would be in the courtyard. 

‘Early in the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came from the LORD: ‘This is what the 
LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the LORD’s house and speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come 

to worship in the house of the LORD. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a word. Perhaps they will 
listen, and each will turn from their evil ways. Then I will relent and not inflict on them the disaster I was planning 
because of the evil they have done. Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: If you do not listen to me and follow 
my law, which I have set before you, and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have 

sent to you again and again (though you have not listened), then I will make this house like Shiloh and this city a 
curse among all the nations of the earth.’ The priests, the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak these 

words in the house of the LORD.’ Jeremiah 26:1-7 

This section points out the importance of obeying God’s law, and the terrible punishment that would await them if 

they didn’t, and Shiloh was again given as an example of the destruction that would come to Jerusalem and the 

temple. 

Scholars see a link between what is being said here and the sermon in Jeremiah 7, which is known as ‘Jeremiah’s 

temple sermon’. There Jeremiah was exposed to danger, here he is exposed to death. 

‘But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, 
the prophets and all the people seized him and said, ‘You must die! Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that 

this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?’ And all the people crowded around 
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.’ Jeremiah 26:8-9 

This was a truly evil scene. The false priests and false prophets were at it again. It says here that ‘all the people’, 

wanted to seize him, and they said, ‘You must die.’ It was mob rule again, and reminds us of the trial of Jesus in 

Jerusalem when the mob cried, ‘Crucify him!’ 

‘This house will be like Shiloh.’ As we said when we looked at Jeremiah 7, the significance of Shiloh was the fact 

that it had been the first place that the ark came to rest after Israel entered the Promised Land. The Bible itself doesn’t 

make any reference to its destruction, but a Danish expedition unearthed some pottery, and other evidence, that is said 

to support the fact that Shiloh was destroyed by the Philistines in about 1050 B.C. 

‘All the people’ had come together for the express purpose of setting up a court to try Jeremiah. 

‘When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal palace to the house of the LORD 
and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD’s house. Then the priests and the prophets said to 
the officials and all the people, ‘This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. 

You have heard it with your own ears!’ Jeremiah 26:10-11 

They would have heard the commotion that was raised in the temple and went to investigate. The irony of this is that 

all the true prophets of God had been saying the same thing throughout the latter end of the northern kingdom, and 

now the end of Judah. 

Jeremiah’s message, therefore, was a contradiction to what the false prophets were saying, ‘Peace, Peace.’ 

It was also an attack against the professionalism of the priests and false prophets. His message of doom manifested 

their failure to keep the people close to the word of God. 
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‘Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: ‘The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this 
city all the things you have heard. Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the 
LORD will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. As for me, I am in your hands; do with 

me whatever you think is good and right. Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt of 
innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent me to you to 

speak all these words in your hearing.’ Jeremiah 26:12-15 

In defending himself, Jeremiah is defending the law. He says, my appointment is from God, so mend your ways. 

Notice how fully committed he is now to God and sure of God’s promises. He says, ‘I am in your hands, do with me 

whatever you think is good and right.’ 

He knew that they had the power to kill him. But, he says, ‘if you do so, you do so in cold-blooded murder. I am 

doing what God has told me to do’. 

‘Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, ‘This man should not be sentenced to death! 
He has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.’ Some of the elders of the land stepped forward and said to 

the entire assembly of people, ‘Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah. He told all the 
people of Judah, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Zion will be ploughed like a field, Jerusalem will become a 

heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets.’ ‘Did Hezekiah king of Judah or anyone else in 
Judah put him to death? Did not Hezekiah fear the LORD and seek his favour? And did not the LORD relent, so that 

he did not bring the disaster he pronounced against them? We are about to bring a terrible disaster on ourselves!’ 
Jeremiah 26:16-19 

Because of this, the leaders change their minds. And what they said must have sounded good to Jeremiah. 

‘This man is not worthy of death.’ In verse 17 we see that some of the elders have spoken up for Jeremiah and in 

verse 18, they proved his message by one of the other prophets. Micah is the one that they refer to, this verse is a 

quotation from Micah 3:12. 

It is not an admission of guilt on their part, but they knew that evil done to Jeremiah would bring evil upon 

themselves. We see from the argument that continues that they are as favourable for his death as for his life. The 

difference here is the providence of God. 

Notice that ‘all the people’ have switched sides. They stand wilt the officials and say to the false priests and the false 

prophets, ‘This man should not be sentenced to death’. 

How quickly a mob of people can change. They realised their guilt should they put Jeremiah to death. So, Jeremiah 

won the day. 

‘(Now Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath Jearim was another man who prophesied in the name of the LORD; he 
prophesied the same things against this city and this land as Jeremiah did. When King Jehoiakim and all his officers 
and officials heard his words, the king was determined to put him to death. But Uriah heard of it and fled in fear to 
Egypt. King Jehoiakim, however, sent Elnathan son of Akbor to Egypt, along with some other men. They brought 

Uriah out of Egypt and took him to King Jehoiakim, who had him struck down with a sword and his body thrown into 
the burial place of the common people.) Furthermore, Ahikam son of Shaphan supported Jeremiah, and so he was not 

handed over to the people to be put to death.’ Jeremiah 26:20-24 

The mention of Urijah indicates that there were many other prophets of God working in Israel who are not mentioned 

in the Bible. They ministered the word of God to Israel as Jeremiah, but they did not have their messages recorded by 

the inspiration of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit inspired selected prophets to write in order that we might have their 

writings as resources from which to learn. Romans 15:4 / 1 Corinthians 10:11. 

In the case of the murder of Urijah, we are given this historical information in order to be reminded that the prophets 

of God risked their lives to preach the message of God. Some were killed, and thus their deaths give evidence to the 

fact that they believed the word of God that they spoke. Hebrews 11:32-40. 

Ahikam rescues and protects Jeremiah. 
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CHAPTER 27 

There are several occasions when the prophets of God did some pretty bizarre things in order to get their prophesying 

message over. Micah rolled in the dust, or even in the mud, and screamed like a bird. Isaiah went barefoot and naked 

for two years. And here Jeremiah is told to wear a yoke around his neck, and he did so in front of the king of Judah 

and representatives from five foreign nations. 

This chapter speaks of the yoke of Babylon. The nations, they are named in verse 3, are warned of this yoke. So, what 

is this yoke? Jeremiah is told to make it and put it around his neck. It is made of wood. Jeremiah’s message is clear. 

God has given Nebuchadnezzar the other lands, and it was God’s right to do so. After all, says God, ‘I made the earth 

and its people’. 

So, God expected the inhabitants to fall into shape, to knuckle under Nebuchadnezzar’s rule. God would pay a visit to 

those who didn’t. Again, we see two options here: 

1. If you do what I say you can stay in your own land under Nebuchadnezzar. If you bow under the yoke of Babylon 

you can till your own land, or 

2. If not, you will be taken away. The choice is simple. 

Even where Judah is concerned their attitude is strange. It would seem better to serve as a freedman than a slave. 

Each nation is told, don’t listen to your wise men, your magicians and your prophets. Judah was not the only people 

to say, this won’t happen to us. 

Other nations had their own false prophets saying that it wouldn’t happen to them. But it would. God wants to know, 

from Judah, why will you choose to die? That is the message asked to Zedekiah personally. Why die, instead of 

acknowledging Nebuchadnezzar? 

‘Early in the reign of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: This is what 
the LORD said to me: ‘Make a yoke out of straps and crossbars and put it on your neck. Then send word to the kings 

of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon through the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of 
Judah.’ Jeremiah 27:1-3 

Does anybody have Jehoiakim instead of Zedekiah in the first verse 1? 

Some versions, including the King James, have Jehoiakim. It is obvious from verse 3 that this should be Zedekiah. In 

fact, the version that I mainly use, the NIV, and I know that the RSV does so also, have Zedekiah in the first verse. 

This is obviously some kind of error. 

Most scholars believe that some ancient copyists copied the first verse of the previous chapter here by mistake. Such 

errors are very rare. It is fortunate that in the third verse of this chapter, which tells us that Zedekiah was the king at 

this time, we are able to connect this first verse. 

An ox yoke was for two animals. And this contraption would have been very uncomfortable to wear for Jeremiah. 

Not only that, he must have looked like a hideous figure in front of the king dressed like this. 

‘Charge them to give their masters a message from me. Tell them, ‘The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says 
to give your masters this message. ‘I made the earth and the people and animals on it by my mighty power and great 
strength, and I give it to whomever I see fit. I have at this time placed all these nations of yours under the power of 

my servant, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. I have even made all the wild animals subject to him. All nations must 
serve him and his son and grandson until the time comes for his own nation to fall. Then many nations and great 

kings will in turn subjugate Babylon.’ Jeremiah 27:4-7 
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This is a tremendous thought, especially as it seems that the men who are the most evil are given the most power by 

God. 

Matthew Henry says, ‘The things of this world are not the best things, for God often gives the largest share of them to 

bad men, men who are rivals of God and rebel against him. Nebuchadnezzar was a proud, wicked man, but he had 

world dominion by divine right. He was a very bad man, but God called him his servant. If God so uses and rewards 

evil men who serve him, however unwittingly, how much more wonderfully will God reward and honour those who 

love God and truly serve him!’ 

God reveals Himself as not only the creator and sustainer of all that He created but as Sovereign Lord and controller. 

He is the God of history who has His hand firmly on all nations, not just Judah. 

‘But suppose a nation or a kingdom will not be subject to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Suppose it will not 
submit to the yoke of servitude to him. I, the LORD, affirm that I will punish that nation. I will use the king of 

Babylon to punish it with war, starvation, and disease until I have destroyed it. So, do not listen to your prophets or to 
those who claim to predict the future by divination, by dreams, by consulting the dead, or by practicing magic. They 

keep telling you, ‘You do not need to be subject to the king of Babylon.’ Do not listen to them, because their 
prophecies are lies. Listening to them will only cause you to be taken far away from your native land. I will drive you 
out of your country and you will die in exile. Things will go better for the nation that submits to the yoke of servitude 
to the king of Babylon and is subject to him. I will leave that nation in its native land. Its people can continue to farm 

it and live in it. I, the LORD, affirm it!’ Jeremiah 27:8-11 

Even at this late date, it seems that Judah would have been spared going into captivity if it hadn’t been for Zedekiah. 

If he had led the people to accept God’s word, and faithfully serve Nebuchadnezzar, things could have been different. 

But it was Zedekiah’s rebellion against Babylon that led to the total ruin of Jerusalem and the temple. 

‘I told King Zedekiah of Judah the same thing. I said, ‘Submit to the yoke of servitude to the king of Babylon. Be 
subject to him and his people. Then you will continue to live. There is no reason why you and your people should die 
in war or from starvation or disease! That’s what the LORD says will happen to any nation that will not be subject to 

the king of Babylon. Do not listen to the prophets who are telling you that you do not need to serve the king of 
Babylon. For they are prophesying lies to you. For I, the LORD, affirm that I did not send them. They are 

prophesying lies to you. If you listen to them, I will drive you and the prophets who are prophesying lies out of the 
land and you will all die in exile.’ Jeremiah 27:12-15 

This section shows that Jeremiah repeated, for Zedekiah, the same message that accompanied the yoke, when 

Jeremiah spoke to the representatives of the five other nations. Serve the king of Babylon, Zedekiah. Do not listen to 

the false prophets and false teachers of other nations, they are only prophesying lies. 

‘I also told the priests and all the people, ‘The LORD says, ‘Do not listen to what your prophets are saying. They are 
prophesying to you that the valuable articles taken from the LORD’s temple will be brought back from Babylon very 
soon. But they are prophesying a lie to you. Do not listen to them. Be subject to the king of Babylon. Then you will 
continue to live. Why should this city be made a pile of rubble?’ I also told them, ‘If they are really prophets and the 
LORD is speaking to them, let them pray earnestly to the LORD who rules over all. Let them plead with him not to 

let the valuable articles that are still left in the LORD’s temple, in the royal palace, and in Jerusalem be taken away to 
Babylon.’ Jeremiah 27:16-18 

Jeremiah turns to the priests. The false prophets of Judah were saying that not only would things be good in the land, 

but the vessels taken from the Temple would also be returned, 2 Kings 24:10-13. 

Jeremiah was quite courageous here. Not only did he tell all these false prophets, soothsayers, etc., that they were 

liars, he told them to their faces. He also told them that they were not only lying when they said that the temple 

vessels would shortly be returned, but that the remaining vessels would also be carried to Babylon. 

‘For the LORD who rules over all has already spoken about the two bronze pillars, the large bronze basin called ‘The 
Sea,’ and the movable bronze stands. He has already spoken about the rest of the valuable articles that are left in this 
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city. He has already spoken about these things that King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon did not take away when he 

carried Jehoiakim’s son King Jeconiah of Judah and the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem away as captives. Indeed, the 
LORD God of Israel who rules over all has already spoken about the valuable articles that are left in the LORD’s 

temple, in the royal palace of Judah, and in Jerusalem. He has said, ‘They will be carried off to Babylon. They will 
remain there until it is time for me to show consideration for them again. Then I will bring them back and restore 

them to this place.’ I, the LORD, affirm this!’ Jeremiah 27:19-22 

What a fantastic prophesy this was. Not only would the remaining treasures of the temple be taken, but the king’s 

house, the people and the contents of the city of Jerusalem would be taken. Not only that, it was predicted that the 

vessels would not be destroyed in Babylon and that God would restore them to Jerusalem in due course. 

Did all of this happen? You bet it did. But wasn’t this prophecy written after the event? Certainly not. That is a 

ridiculous thought. The man who announced this was wearing an ox yoke. If it had already happened, wouldn’t he 

have looked ridiculous standing there dressed as he was? He was only wearing the yoke to persuade these evil men to 

believe the truth. They didn’t believe it. Obviously, they would have believed it if it had already happened. 

I like the wording of verses 21-22, don’t they show the power of God? 

The vessels that are in the temple and in the palace of the king, ‘will be taken to Babylon and there they will remain 

until the day I come for them,’ declares the Lord.’ Then I will bring them back and restore them to this place.’ 

God says, through Jeremiah, the exact opposite of what the false prophets were saying. More than that, even the 

vessels that are still left in the temple will be taken to Babylon. They would be the spoils of war. 

I don’t think we can stress enough the fantastic prophecy that we have in this chapter. 

A hundred years before the birth of Jeremiah, Isaiah promised the ‘return of the remnant.’ I guess he proved the 

prophecy by calling one of his sons, ‘a remnant shall return’. 

Would Jeremiah have known about that promise? Of course, he would. 

So now was a good time not only to mention it but add to that prophecy an additional prophecy, in that last verse of 

this chapter, God would return the treasures of the temple. 

CHAPTER 28 

‘The following events occurred in that same year, early in the reign of King Zedekiah of Judah. To be more precise, it 
was the fifth month of the fourth year of his reign. The prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, who was from Gibeon, spoke 

to Jeremiah in the LORD’s temple in the presence of the priests and all the people. ‘The LORD God of Israel who 
rules over all1 says, ‘I will break the yoke of servitude to the king of Babylon. Before two years are over, I will bring 
back to this place everything that King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took from it and carried away to Babylon. I will 
also bring back to this place Jehoiakim’s son King Jeconiah of Judah and all the exiles who were taken to Babylon.’ 

Indeed, the LORD affirms, ‘I will break the yoke of servitude to the king of Babylon.’ Jeremiah 28:1-4 

Here we see the chief culprit of these prophesies, the prophet Hananiah. This takes place in the fourth year of 

Zedekiah and gives a brilliant example of divine facts. The lie is three-fold: 

1. Within 2 years the Temple vessels will be brought back. But Jeremiah has already said that the captivity will be for 

70 years. Jeremiah 25:11. It was a lie. 

2. Jehoiachin will be returned to Jerusalem along with the captives within 2 years. Jeremiah has said that Jehoiachin 

will die in captivity. Jeremiah 22:24-27. 
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3. God is going to break the yoke of Babylon. In Jeremiah 27:7, we see that Jeremiah has already told them that the 

Babylonian captivity will last for three generations at least. 

‘Then the prophet Jeremiah responded to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who 
were standing in the LORD’s temple. The prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May the LORD do all this! May the LORD 
make your prophecy come true! May he bring back to this place from Babylon all the valuable articles taken from the 

LORD’s temple and the people who were carried into exile. But listen to what I say to you and to all these people. 
From earliest times, the prophets who preceded you and me invariably prophesied war, disaster, and plagues against 

many countries and great kingdoms. So, if a prophet prophesied peace and prosperity, it was only known that the 
LORD truly sent him when what he prophesied came true.’ Jeremiah 28:5-9 

In Jeremiah 18 the false prophets said that they would say the direct opposite of what Jeremiah said. That is exactly 

what this man Hananiah is doing. In Jeremiah 28:6, Jeremiah says, ‘Amen! May the Lord do so!’ 

He seems to be taking the mickey. He doesn’t hate his people or his country, He wishes the best for both. That is why 

he can say, ‘amen’, I wish it could be as Hananiah says. But he must accept the will of God. Despite how I feel, this 

is the fact. 

Prophet’s words in general speak against the people, and everything that they said came to pass. He points back to 

other prophets to prove his message is true. Then he says to Hananiah, where is the proof? 

Even here in the fourth year of Zedekiah famine and war were already happening, Things were in bad shape. From 

Josiah to Zedekiah he had prophesied. His word had come to pass. They had not cultivated the land. This is my proof. 

Where is yours? You talk of peace, prove it! 

‘The prophet Hananiah then took the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and broke it. Then he spoke up in the 
presence of all the people. ‘The LORD says, ‘In the same way I will break the yoke of servitude of all the nations to 
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon before two years are over.’ After he heard this, the prophet Jeremiah departed and 

went on his way.’ Jeremiah 28:10-11 

Hananiah could not answer that. He is stuck for words, so he puts on a show. He takes the yoke from Jeremiah’s neck 

and breaks it over his knee. God is going to break the yoke of Babylon. This was to show a bit of face. Jeremiah 

doesn’t retaliate. He went away and awaited God’s direction, so the yoke was on Hananiah! 

Peter learnt the same lesson. He cut off a guard’s ear. He then waited until the Spirit came before he did anything 

else. He learnt the lesson, to wait. 

‘But shortly after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, the LORD spoke to 
Jeremiah. ‘Go and tell Hananiah that the LORD says, ‘You have indeed broken the wooden yoke. But you have only 

succeeded in replacing it with an iron one! For the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘I have put an 
irresistible yoke of servitude on all these nations, so they will serve King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. And they will 
indeed serve him. I have even given him control over the wild animals.’ Then the prophet Jeremiah told the prophet 

Hananiah, ‘Listen, Hananiah! The LORD did not send you! You are making these people trust in a lie! So, the LORD 
says, ‘I will most assuredly remove you from the face of the earth. You will die this very year because you have 

counselled rebellion against the LORD.’ In the seventh month of that very same year the prophet Hananiah died.’ 
Jeremiah 28:12-17 

God points out Hananiah’s mistake. He gets Jeremiah to wear a yoke of iron. Try breaking that across your knee, 

Hananiah! It was harnessed in a way that they could not take it off. God points a finger at this man, you have caused 

these people to rebel against me. I did not send you, though you spoke in my name. Your reward? A visit to the 

undertakers. 

‘This very year, you are going to die, because you preached rebellion against the L0RD.’ In the seventh month of that 

same year, Hananiah the prophet died. 
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CHAPTER 29 

This is mixed up, it keeps jumping back and forth. Verses 16-19 seem to be an insert talking back to the kings of 

Judah. Then it goes back into exile. It is difficult to sort out. 

Jeremiah is telling people what will take place in exile. Many had gone into exile, but others were still left. 

‘The prophet Jeremiah sent a letter to the exiles Nebuchadnezzar had carried off from Jerusalem to Babylon. It was 
addressed to the elders who were left among the exiles, to the priests, to the prophets, and to all the other people who 

were exiled in Babylon. He sent it after King Jeconiah, the queen mother, the palace officials, the leaders of Judah 
and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had been exiled from Jerusalem. He sent it with Elasah son of 

Shaphan1 and Gemariah son of Hilkiah. King Zedekiah of Judah had sent these men to Babylon to King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The letter said: ‘The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says to all those he sent 

into exile to Babylon from Jerusalem, ‘Build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry 
and have sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons and allow your daughters get married so that they too can 

have sons and daughters. Grow in number; do not dwindle away. Jeremiah 29:1-6 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken those who could later pose a threat of rebellion. Without craftsmen, they could not make 

weapons. It was always the policy of Nebuchadnezzar and other foreign leaders to leave the sick and poor in the land 

under the ruler of the king’s choice. So, this message is sent by these two priests to the exiles in Babylon. 

1. The first thing that God tells them is, to resume life. 

Being captives could very easily cause life to lose its meaning. A ‘don’t care’, attitude could fall on them. God says, 

don’t let that happen. They are encouraged to live normal lives. 

2. Replenish life. 

God had told Jeremiah not to get married because of the problems that would arise. At that time marriage was an 

unhappy thing. But now God says, build up your numbers. You have lost many people through drought, pestilence 

and war, so there is a need to reproduce. 

‘Work to see that the city where I sent you as exiles enjoys peace and prosperity. Pray to the LORD for it. For as it 
prospers you will prosper.’ ‘For the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘Do not let the prophets or those 

among you who claim to be able to predict the future by divination deceive you. And do not pay any attention to the 
dreams that you are encouraging them to dream. They are prophesying lies to you and claiming my authority to do so. 

But I did not send them. I, the LORD, affirm it!’ Jeremiah 29:7-9 

Here we have a message of respect for your captors. If you do so, everything will be okay with you. 

Pray to the Lord, respect your Creator. God sent you there. Pray for the city’s good and your own good. There is a 

reward for this, you will have peace. God still cares for His people even in exile. Do these things and all will be well. 

This is speaking about false prophets. Some translations say, ‘seducers’. They were seducing people into believing 

lies. Make the most of the 70 years in captivity. I have not changed my mind, says God, it will be 70 years, I have 

said so. 

‘For the LORD says, ‘Only when the seventy years of Babylonian rule are over will I again take up consideration for 
you. Then I will fulfil my gracious promise to you and restore you to your homeland. For I know what I have planned 
for you,’ says the LORD. ‘I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I have plans to give you a future filled with 
hope. When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, I will hear your prayers. When you seek me in prayer and 
worship, you will find me available to you. If you seek me with all your heart and soul, I will make myself available 
to you,’ says the LORD. ‘Then I will reverse your plight and will regather you from all the nations and all the places 

where I have exiled you,’ says the LORD. ‘I will bring you back to the place from which I exiled you.’ Jeremiah 
29:10-14 
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I will fulfil my promise to bring you back. But you will call upon me and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will 

seek me and find me, why? Daniel 9. 

‘You seek me with all your heart’. They will have learnt their lesson. You will prosper, you will not be harmed. 

Whenever God punishes, which he will do, it doesn’t mean that he has broken a covenant. In captivity, they were 

more devoted to preserving and studying the word of God. Daniel is a good example of this. Their eyes were 

refocused on God, so they set up the synagogues. 

An aside thought. Some people say that the early church worship was based on the synagogues. They try to prove that 

instrumental music was changed at the time of the early church. In the synagogue, they put behind them what should 

not have been included in worship, including abolishing instrumental music. 

‘You say, ‘The LORD has raised up prophets of good news for us here in Babylon.’ But just listen to what the LORD 
has to say about the king who occupies David’s throne and all your fellow countrymen who are still living in this city 

of Jerusalem and were not carried off into exile with you. The LORD who rules over all says, ‘I will bring war, 
starvation, and disease on them. I will treat them like figs that are so rotten they cannot be eaten. I will chase after 

them with war, starvation, and disease. I will make all the kingdoms of the earth horrified at what happens to them. I 
will make them examples of those who are cursed, objects of horror, hissing scorn, and ridicule among all the nations 
where I exile them. For they have not paid attention to what I said to them through my servants the prophets whom I 
sent to them over and over again,’ says the LORD. ‘And you exiles have not paid any attention to them either,’ says 

the LORD.’ Jeremiah 29:15-19 

In all of Jeremiah 29, we see that the deception and departure of the past from the faith was, and is, a definite 

possibility in the present. The exiles believed that the false prophets were from God. They made the people feel good. 

God says, this is not right, why did these prophets lie? For money. For position. It would give them a good reputation, 

but they would be shamed because they were proved wrong. 

‘So, pay attention to what I, the LORD, have said, all you exiles whom I have sent to Babylon from Jerusalem.’ ‘The 
LORD God of Israel who rules over all also has something to say about Ahab son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of 

Maaseiah, who are prophesying lies to you and claiming my authority to do so. ‘I will hand them over to King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and he will execute them before your very eyes. And all the exiles of Judah who are in 
Babylon will use them as examples when they put a curse on anyone. They will say, ‘May the LORD treat you like 
Zedekiah and Ahab whom the king of Babylon roasted to death in the fire!’ This will happen to them because they 
have done what is shameful in Israel. They have committed adultery with their neighbours’ wives and have spoken 
lies while claiming my authority. They have spoken words that I did not command them to speak. I know what they 

have done. I have been a witness to it,’ says the LORD.’ Jeremiah 29:20-23 

The curse. Maybe the Lord will treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab, bum you in the fire. Remember these two were not 

the kings of Judah, they were false prophets, who were prophesying in Babylon. Shemaiah, is another false teacher, 

prophesying falsely to God’s people in Babylon. He was a kind of second in command to the high priest. There was 

rank in the priesthood, 2 Kings 28:4. 

‘The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in rank and the 

three door-keepers.’ 2 Kings 25:18 

This man was saying, God has put me in this position. He has by-passed Jehoiada, read 2 Kings 11:1-20 for details of 

Jehoiada. Shemaiah wrote a letter saying that Jeremiah should be locked up. 

The high priest reads this letter to Jeremiah. Then God told Jeremiah He was going to act against Shemaiah. 

Shemaiah is going in captivity. So is all of his family. He will have no successors. He has talked about rebellion 

against the Lord. God hadn’t sent him, and he had led the exiles in Babylon to believe a lie. So, he is going to be put 

in his place. He obviously suffered from grandeur. 

‘The LORD told Jeremiah, ‘Tell Shemaiah the Nehelamite that the LORD God of Israel who rules over all has a 
message for him. Tell him, ‘On your own initiative you sent a letter to the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah and to 



75 
all the other priests and to all the people in Jerusalem. In your letter you said to Zephaniah, ‘The LORD has made you 
priest in place of Jehoiada. He has put you in charge in the LORD’s temple of controlling any lunatic who pretends to 
be a prophet. And it is your duty to put any such person in the stocks with an iron collar around his neck. You should 

have reprimanded Jeremiah from Anathoth who is pretending to be a prophet among you! For he has even sent a 
message to us here in Babylon. He wrote and told us, ‘You will be there a long time. Build houses and settle down. 

Plant gardens and eat what they produce.’ Zephaniah the priest read that letter to the prophet Jeremiah. Then the 
LORD spoke to Jeremiah. ‘Send a message to all the exiles in Babylon. Tell them, ‘The LORD has spoken about 

Shemaiah the Nehelamite. ‘Shemaiah has spoken to you as a prophet even though I did not send him. He is making 
you trust in a lie. Because he has done this,’ the LORD says, ‘I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his whole 
family. There will not be any of them left to experience the good things that I will do for my people. I, the LORD, 

affirm it! For he counselled rebellion against the LORD.’ Jeremiah 29:24-32 

A former letter of Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylon contradicted the preaching of Shemaiah. Shemaiah then wrote an 

angry letter to Zephaniah, a priest in Jerusalem. Shemaiah wanted Jeremiah thrown in prison. He accused Jeremiah of 

being demented, one who had presumptuously made himself a prophet of God. 

Those prophets who called themselves into the ministry, as Shemaiah, assumed that every other prophet had also 

presumptuously assumed the ministry and position of a prophet. Religious men who seek positions and support from 

the people will often give themselves titles by which they can exalt themselves over the people. 

The pronouncement of judgment that was laid on Shemaiah for his slander was that he would have no descendant 

who would enjoy the happiness and freedom that God would eventually bring to His people when they were allowed 

to return to their homeland. 

A CLOSER LOOK AT THIS LETTER 

You will remember that Daniel read this letter. He released that they would return after 70 years if they prayed, so he 

prayed and even as he was praying, the angel appeared to tell him, that God has heard his prayer and they would be 

returning. Daniel 9:20-23. 

In his letter to the people of Judah, who had been captured and exiled to Babylon, the prophet Jeremiah wrote, ‘Build 

houses and settle down, plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters, find wives for 

your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 

there, do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile, pray to 

the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’ 

Jeremiah wrote this letter to the exiles in Babylon. In Jeremiah 28:1, we are introduced to another prophet, whose 

name was Hananiah. Hananiah was saying to the people, that this captivity is only going to last for about two years. 

By then it will all be over, and we will be going home. So, don’t worry about it, everything is going to be fine. 

Believe me, you are going back to Jerusalem within two years. But God said, through Jeremiah, Hananiah is not MY 

prophet. Within a year he is going to die. And two months later he was dead. It’s no small matter to trifle with the 

words that come from God. 

In this letter, in Jeremiah 29, Jeremiah names other prophets. Verse 21 says, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the 

God of Israel, says about Ahab’. 

This is not Ahab, the king of Israel. This is Ahab, a prophet. Also, this verse talks about Zedekiah. This is not 

Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. This is Zedekiah, a prophet. They were, according to them, speaking in the name of 

God. They were, in fact, prophesying lies in the name of God. God, through Jeremiah, says that these two prophets 

are going to be slain by the Babylonians, and they were. 
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Later, in Jeremiah 29:24, he mentions a third prophet, Shemaiah. He came with the same kind of false message, and 

God said that he would end up just like the others, and he too was slain. There were false prophets, and there were 

prophets like Jeremiah, who spoke the words of God. 

Then there were the kings. There was Jehoiakim. He reigned from the death of Josiah down to the second invasion of 

Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians. Remember there were three invasions altogether of the 

Babylonians on Jerusalem. We sometimes confuse his son, Jehoiachin, because their name is similar. The son reigned 

for three months only. 

The Scripture tells us that Nebuchadnezzar intended to take Jehoiakim, that’s the father, to Egypt, but it seems that he 

died before he had the opportunity to do so. So, after Jehoiachin, the son, had reigned for three months, 

Nebuchadnezzar took him to Babylon. 

Why am I mentioning these prophets and kings? 

In order to make a point, that point is, as you already know, there were three invasions of Jerusalem by the 

Babylonians. One was in 606 B.C. This is when Nebuchadnezzar came and didn’t have any intention of destroying 

the city. He merely came and wanted the king, Jehoiakim, to pay him tribute, which Jehoiakim did. 

But Nebuchadnezzar did take the very finest young men of Jerusalem back with him to Babylon. Among them was a 

young man called Daniel. In fact, we learn of these events in the opening chapter of Daniel. 

Then again in 597 B.C., about nine years later, Nebuchadnezzar returned to Jerusalem. This was to be his second 

invasion. He took all of the skilled people, the best people that were left in Jerusalem, back to Babylon. That still left 

a lot of people in Jerusalem, but their best people were already gone. 

Then he returned in 586 B.C. This is when he completely destroyed the city of Jerusalem. He took nearly all the 

people back to Babylon and left just a handful there. The temple in Jerusalem was burned and destroyed. Many 

people lost their lives. 

This letter, in Jeremiah 29, that Jeremiah wrote to the captives, was written after the second of these three invasions. 

We can therefore see that when Jeremiah wrote this letter, some men from Jerusalem were already in Babylon. Two 

groups of hand-picked people were in Babylon, but most of the people were still in Jerusalem. 

The city was still standing when he wrote this letter. The temple was still there. And that is why this false prophet 

could say, with some credibility, that in two years’ time everybody is going home. Okay, Jerusalem is still there, 

Jerusalem is still filled with people, and the temple is still there. And the false prophet says you will be going back to 

all of this in two years’ time. Many of the people believed him. 

Why? Because they wanted to believe him. They wanted everything to be just as it had been. But God had already 

said, through Jeremiah, you are going into Babylon, and you are not coming home for 70 years. Jeremiah repeats this 

in his letter to the exiles. 

Remember, this is after the second invasion of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. Even though all the people were not 

taken into Babylon at this time, the exile was a reality. It had already begun. And it had not occurred because 

Babylon was so strong. 

Having said that, I am sure that the Babylonians were strong enough to defeat Jerusalem and Judah. But that is not the 

reason that Jerusalem was destroyed. The reason that they went into exile was because they did not remember God. 

Even after the siege of Jerusalem had begun, Jeremiah would still say, if you repent God will spare the city. And 

when it was apparent that they would not repent he said, surrender. Surrender, and you will spare a lot of lives. 
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Surrender, and you will spare your city. Surrender, and you will spare the temple. Still, the people looked at him as 

though he was a traitor. 

So, at the end of the book, we see that the city of Jerusalem was destroyed. God sent Nebuchadnezzar there to 

complete the job. The captivity was the work of God. It was because of the sins of the people. Throughout all of 

history, God has blessed nations that thought of Him and has brought down nations who did not think of Him. He did 

this even to His own people, the people who lived in Judah, during the time of Jeremiah. 

But let’s return to the people of Judah. The people in exile down in Babylon, how did they feel? What did these 

people think? 

There is an indication that they pitied themselves. They felt sorry for themselves. And they reasoned along these 

lines, we certainly aren’t perfect. But the people back in Jerusalem aren’t either. So, why are we in Babylon, and they 

are still back there? That is how they responded. 

Jeremiah wrote this letter to tell them that there would be no quick return to Jerusalem. And this letter was written to 

encourage them. It was to tell them how to live their lives for the 70 years that they would be in Babylon. It’s going 

to be a long time. It’s going to be a hard time. But God has promised, through Jeremiah, that he will bring them back. 

That is the background of this letter, Jeremiah basically says four things in this letter to the exiles in Babylon, and I 

would like you to notice them with me. 

First of all, look at Jeremiah 29:4, we read, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.’ 

God is saying, I called you to be there. This was no accident. This didn’t just happen by chance. It is God who has 

done it. And the reason that He did it was because you forgot Him. 

And then at Jeremiah 29:5, we read, ‘Build houses and settle down.’ 

In other words, do the best you can while you are there. ‘Plant gardens.’ In other words, be productive. You are in a 

place that you don’t want to be. You are with people that you don’t want to be with. But, do the best that you can 

where you are. Be productive while you are there. Don’t be sorry for yourselves. Don’t keep complaining. Just do 

something worthwhile. Build houses, and plant gardens. 

And the third thing he says is this, ‘Marry and have sons and daughters’. Have families while you are down there. 

Keep looking to the future, prepare for the future, because it’s not over yet. Some of those in Babylon would live long 

enough to go back home. 

True, they would have had to be young men when they went, and so they are going to be old when they go back, but 

some are going to live through the captivity. It’s also true that a lot will die in Babylon. But that doesn’t mean that 

their faith should die. That doesn’t mean that their cause should die. That doesn’t mean that the purpose of God is 

going to die. So, look to the future. 

And then in Jeremiah 29:7 he says, ‘pray’. 

‘Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.’ So, pray and find God’s peace in His purpose. God is working something out. So, fall 

into the rhythm of God’s purpose, and be prayerful. Why does he say, pray for Babylon? So that you can have peace. 

If Babylon has peace, you will have peace. 

Isn’t it right to pray for the country that you are in, whether or not it’s your home country or some far-off country? 

Whether or not it is where you want to be, or where you don’t want to be? Whether or not you are with people you 

don’t want to be with? Don’t we want to experience peace, wherever we may be? 
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So, God said, through Jeremiah, ‘Pray for Babylon’. Pray for Babylon’s peace so that you will have peace. 

It seems to me that Jeremiah’s letter to the captives was an invitation to them. And in a sense, an invitation to us. 

There is something to be learnt from this kind of encouragement. Let me mention three things. 

First, live in hope. No matter how dark the hour, live in hope. 

It was a dark time for the people from Jerusalem. At this point, the worst was still to come. The false prophets were 

saying, don’t worry, two years only and you will be going home. But they didn’t go home in two years. 

A few years later they learned that Jerusalem had been besieged, that the walls had been breached, that the city had 

been burned, that the temple had been ransacked, that the people were being killed, and that there were a lot more 

people coming into Babylon. Then they no longer believed that they were going home soon. In fact, they believed 

that they would never go home. 

The prophet Ezekiel was one of those who were in exile in Babylon. And while Jeremiah was preaching in Jerusalem, 

Ezekiel was preaching in Babylon. When the people were convinced that they were not going home in two years’ 

time, or maybe wouldn’t go home at all, Ezekiel was trying to encourage them, yes, you are going home, but not until 

after 70 years. The people in Babylon needed to live in hope. Why? 

Secondly, they needed to look for the best. 

While the captives were in Babylon they again found their God. They had abandoned Him. So, God brought captivity 

upon them. But in Babylon, they had a renewal of their faith. One of the key issues involved in the Babylonian 

captivity was idolatry. All through Judah’s history, you see the people going after strange gods, worshipping them, 

forgetting to worship God in heaven. Because of idolatry, God sent them to Babylon. 

But after the Babylonian captivity, the Jewish people were never bothered again by the problem of idolatry. From 

then, till now, the Jewish people have never been bothered with idolatry. So, while they were there, looking for the 

best, they found the best, because they found God. When God brought them back He nurtured them in the land, in 

that land that had been destroyed, so that they could produce the Messiah. 

The third thing that is emphasised in Jeremiah’s letter is this, learn to love the Lord. 

Just listen to these lines, written to the exiles in Jeremiah 29:10, ‘This is what the Lord says, ‘When 70 years are 

completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfil my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know 

the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord.’ 

And listen to this, I believe that this is the highlight of the book, ‘For I know the plans I have for you’ declares the 

LORD.’ Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me 

and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart.’ 

God is punishing His people by sending them into Babylon. But here He is already promising that they will return, 

they have a future. And they have to have a future to fulfil the prophesy, because the Messiah is going to come, 

through the tribe of Judah. 

CHAPTER 30 
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Many scholars believe that this chapter was written in the 10th year of the reign of Zedekiah, which places it at about 

587 B.C., just before the collapse of the city and the temple. The next four chapters speak of the many glorious 

prophesies for Israel. 

‘The LORD spoke to Jeremiah. ‘The LORD God of Israel says, ‘Write everything that I am about to tell you in a 
scroll. For I, the LORD, affirm that the time will come when I will reverse the plight of my people, Israel and Judah,’ 

says the LORD. ‘I will bring them back to the land I gave their ancestors and they will take possession of it once 
again.’ Jeremiah 30:1-3 

This chapter talks about the restoration and return of the remnant, as promised by God. The present situation that they 

find themselves in will pass. And God tells Jeremiah that these promises are to be recorded, ‘write down in a book 

what I have said’, God tells him. 

So, why does God tell him to do this? 

It wasn’t that God needed to be reminded, but the people certainly did. It relates to Judah and Israel. Later the words 

will be read by the people, as we saw Daniel reading the words of Jeremiah when we looked at Jeremiah 29. 

The people were not to be afraid because God says that they will be saved. The yoke will be taken away. They will go 

from favour to favour. God says, ‘I will raise up for them David their king’. 

This will not be anything to do with the people, this will be done by God. Babylon will be too strong for the people. 

When God says, ‘I will save you’ 

He is saying, ‘I will give you safety’. They will return to live in peace and nobody will make you afraid. God says in 

verse 11, ‘remember, I am with you.’ 

I have already briefly mentioned that God told Jeremiah to ‘write in a book all the words I have spoken to you.’ 

This clearly indicates that all the prophecies given through Jeremiah were to be carefully preserved, by writing them 

down. How else do we expect to have such a book, after all of these years? The very existence of the book is proof 

that God commanded him to do these things. 

‘So here is what the LORD has to say about Israel and Judah. Yes, here is what he says: ‘You hear cries of panic and 
of terror; there is no peace in sight. Ask yourselves this and consider it carefully: Have you ever seen a man give birth 

to a baby? Why then do I see all these strong men grabbing their stomachs in pain like a woman giving birth? And 
why do their faces turn so deathly pale? Alas, what a terrible time of trouble it is! There has never been any like it. It 
is a time of trouble for the descendants of Jacob, but some of them will be rescued out of it. When the time for them 
to be rescued comes,’ says the LORD who rules over all, ‘I will rescue you from foreign subjugation. I will deliver 
you from captivity. Foreigners will then no longer subjugate them.’ But they will be subject to the LORD their God 

and to the Davidic ruler whom I will raise up as king over them. So, I, the LORD, tell you not to be afraid, you 
descendants of Jacob, my servants. Do not be terrified, people of Israel. For I will rescue you and your descendants 

from a faraway land where you are captives. The descendants of Jacob will return to their land and enjoy peace. They 
will be secure and no one will terrify them.’ Jeremiah 30:4-10 

This passage looks beyond the return of the Jews to the land. It looks to a time in the latter days when the returned 

people would serve David as their king. Reference is thus Messianic, for Jesus would be the descendant of David who 

would sit upon the throne of the Lord in heaven, Daniel 7:13-14 / Acts 2:21-30. 

Is David coming alive again? 

Of course not. Caesar was the name of one of the Roman emperors, but this became a title for other emperors that 

followed him. The same thing happened with David. As you know, David was one of the kings of Israel, and, in time, 

it became a title for the Messiah. Matthew 1:1 refers to Jesus Christ as the ‘Son of David.’ 
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The beginning of God’s defence for His people began when He allowed the Medo-Persians to overthrow the 

Babylonians, which event took place in 539 B.C. The Medo-Persians then allowed all former captives to return to 

their homelands, which homelands were at the time under the control of the Medo-Persian Empire. 

Those nations that took Israel into captivity, the Assyrians and Babylonians, would cease to exist. However, Israel 

would continue because of the preserving work of God to carry out His purpose for the existence of Israel, Jeremiah 

46:27-28. 

‘For I, the LORD, affirm that I will be with you and will rescue you. I will completely destroy all the nations where I 
scattered you. But I will not completely destroy you. I will indeed discipline you, but only in due measure. I will not 
allow you to go entirely unpunished. Moreover, the LORD says to the people of Zion, ‘Your injuries are incurable; 
your wounds are severe. There is no one to plead your cause. There are no remedies for your wounds. There is no 

healing for you. All your allies have abandoned you. They no longer have any concern for you. For I have attacked 
you like an enemy would. I have chastened you cruelly. For your wickedness is so great and your sin is so much. 
Why do you complain about your injuries, that your pain is incurable? I have done all this to you because your 

wickedness is so great, and your sin is so much. But all who destroyed you will be destroyed. All your enemies will 
go into exile. Those who plundered you will be plundered. I will cause those who pillaged you to be pillaged. Yes, I 
will restore you to health. I will heal your wounds. I, the LORD, affirm it! For you have been called an outcast, Zion, 

whom no one cares for.’ Jeremiah 30:11-17 

Verse 11 can be broken down into a good sermon, ‘I am with you and will save you.’ 

1. I AM. 

Exodus 3:14 / John 5:58. The creator element is there. 

2. With you. 

Matthew 28:20 / Galatians 2:20. The element of companionship. 

3. Save you. 

1 John 4:4 / Hebrews 7:35. Think of the word ‘you’. We think of ‘once being condemned’. 1 Timothy 1:15 / 1 John 

2:1ff / Matthew 24:35. 

We see that the return of the remnant doesn’t rule out correction. Realise your current situation. It would be easy, in 

the face of discipline, for correction to take the easy way out. But they are reminded, that you have no other good way 

to go. 

1. First of all, your medicine has all gone. 

God alone has the cure for sin. 

2. Memory has gone. 

All of her allies, some versions say, ‘lovers’, have forgotten her. They wanted nothing to do with Israel and Judah. 

Crying will not help anybody. Those who spoil will be spoiled. 

The ‘lovers’ or ‘allies’, in verse 14 were the nations that surrounded them. God’s people had relied on them to help 

them against the Babylonians. 

Verse 17 talks about restoring their health. God says, ‘I will heal you’. 

The Hebrew word for ‘heal’ suggests one or two things: 

1. It gives the idea of simply bandaging up a wound. 

2. It also gives the idea of stitching the wound up, so it suggests a ‘scar’. 
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The Hebrew word used here is to show the skin growing over. The picture is therefore clear, there is not going to be a 

scar, God had beaten them, and even the nations around them wanted nothing to do with them. But God does. 

‘The LORD says, ‘I will restore the ruined houses of the descendants of Jacob. I will show compassion on their 
ruined homes. Every city will be rebuilt on its former ruins. Every fortified dwelling will occupy its traditional site. 
Out of those places you will hear songs of thanksgiving and the sounds of laughter and merriment. I will increase 
their number and they will not dwindle away. I will bring them honour and they will no longer be despised. The 

descendants of Jacob will enjoy their former privileges. Their community will be re-established in my favour and I 
will punish all who try to oppress them. One of their own people will be their leader. Their ruler will come from their 
own number. I will invite him to approach me, and he will do so. For no one would dare approach me on his own. I, 
the LORD, affirm it! Then you will again be my people and I will be your God. Just watch! The wrath of the LORD 
will come like a storm. Like a raging storm it will rage down on the heads of those who are wicked. The anger of the 

LORD will not turn back until he has fully carried out his intended purposes. In days to come you will come to 
understand this.’ Jeremiah 30:18-24 

All types of lovely promises are given here. The final message should stimulate the soul. Restoring Jacob’s tents 

doesn’t mean that the people are nomads and have to live in tents. We know this from the next line that talks about 

‘dwellings.’ 

The message here is, glory is to be restored to the remnant in material blessings. 

They will be able to be joyful and give thanks. Glory is to be restored in their congregation. There is protection for 

God’s people. I will punish those who oppress you, and glory is going to be restored in government. We should be 

grateful for the glory bestowed upon us by God. 

Many scholars find a clear prophecy here of the coming of the Messiah. Only Jesus Christ could draw near to God 

like this. 

CHAPTER 31 

This is one of the most significant chapters in the whole of the Old Testament. God revealed these wonders to 

Jeremiah. The first part of this chapter is a promise to Ephraim, in the Northern Kingdom, that they will return to the 

favour of the Lord. Jeremiah 31:2-22. And the next big portion of this chapter refers to the return of the Southern 

Kingdom to God’s favour. 

Coffman says, ‘It is impossible to construe those verses, Jeremiah 31:2-26, literally, because nothing even remotely 

resembling these predictions ever occurred in historical racial Israel. The Northern tribe were never restored to ‘their 

land.’ They were never united with Southern Israel. They never repented. They never returned to the literal Jerusalem 

to worship God.’ 

We do know that a few of the people from the Northern tribe returned. Anna, for instance, in the New 

Testament, Luke 2:36, was of the tribe of Asher. Most scholars believe that every one of the beautiful blessings 

mentioned in this chapter refers to a future spiritual reality, that is, the introduction of the New Covenant. 

‘At that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be my people.’ 
Jeremiah 31:1 

The first three words, ‘At the time’, link the promises to the remnant, and expand it. The time span will be from the 

return to the Redeemer. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘The people who survive the sword will find favour in the wilderness; I will come to 
give rest to Israel.’ Jeremiah 31:2 
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This is looking at the past to establish the future. They are going to another ‘Egypt’. The NIV says ‘will find’, which 

suggests the future. The RSV has, ‘they found’, which suggests the past. 

Some scholars believe that this is a reference to the deliverance from Egypt, others believe it refers to God’s people 

who left Babylon after its destruction. The mention of Ephraim and Samaria, later, shows that the Northern kingdom 

was meant. 

‘The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
unfailing kindness. Jeremiah 31:3 

God’s love never fails. This is the message that is coming again. God made His love known to Israel a long time ago. 

It is a far, far greater love now because of the gap between. Whatever view we have, past or future, God’s love is 

shown. 

‘I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. Again, you will take up your timbrels and go out to 
dance with the joyful.’ Jeremiah 31:4 

God is looking at them as they were. They will be pure again. God is going to take them up and set them on the way 

again. 

‘Again, you will plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and enjoy their fruit.’ Jeremiah 
31:5 

It is enriching. Eating good things will become common again, so plentiful that it will become an everyday thing. 

‘There will be a day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our 
God.’ This is what the LORD says: ‘Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your praises 

heard, and say, ‘LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ Jeremiah 31:6-7 

There will come a time when the Watchman won’t be shouting ‘here comes the enemy.’ He will be saying, ‘Come to 

the house of the Lord.’ 

They will trust in God again. 

‘See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the 
blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labour; a great throng will return.’ Jeremiah 31:8 

Everyone from the expectant mother to those in childbirth will be happy. You will remember that before this, it 

wasn’t good to be in these conditions. 

‘They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a 
level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. Jeremiah 31:9 

I will lead them. They are going to be dependent on God again. ‘To lead’ means to cause or to flow, Jeremiah 

10:2324. God is determined that they will walk in the right way, He will direct their steps. Ephraim here is referred to 

as ‘my firstborn son’, Exodus 4:22ff and Genesis 48:8-22. 

God is now classed as a father figure, in the past, it was king or ruler. Now it is a more intimate, closer relationship. 

God is also seen as a husband. 

‘Hear the word of the LORD, you nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them 
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’ For the LORD will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of 
those stronger than they. They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of 

the LORD—the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of the flocks and herds. They will be like a well 
watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. Then young women will dance and be glad, young men and old as 
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well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow. I will satisfy the 

priests with abundance, and my people will be filled with my bounty,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 31:10-14 

God is going to gather them, redeem them. When anyone is redeemed, there is a price to pay. So praise is given for 

God’s blessings. He will bless them: 

1. Materially. 

2. Personally. 

3. Socially. Their lives will be like a watered garden. They will all have joy and comfort. 

4. Spiritually. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her 
children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.’ This is what the LORD says: ‘Restrain your voice 
from weeping and your eyes from tears, for your work will be rewarded,’ declares the LORD. ‘They will return from 

the land of the enemy.’ Jeremiah 31:15-16 

RAMAH 

The background of Ramah is found in Joshua 18:25-28. 

RACHEL 

Genesis 35:18ff. Her burial place was near Bethlehem. Bethlehem was allotted to Judah. Judges 17:7ff. In that sense 

only can Judah be classed as Rachel’s children. 

Two possible interpretations: 

1. Totally Messianic as explained in Matthew 2:16-18. 

2. Dual fulfilment: 

a. Rachel, the tribal mother, is seen weeping over her children that have been taken into captivity. 

b. Rachel, the tribal mother, is weeping over the wicked killings of Herod. 

‘So, there is hope for your descendants,’ declares the LORD. ‘Your children will return to their own land. ‘I have 
surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: ‘You disciplined me like an unruly calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, 
and I will return, because you are the LORD my God. After I strayed, I repented; after I came to understand, I beat 
my breast. I was ashamed and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my youth.’ Is not Ephraim my dear son, the 

child in whom I delight? Though I often speak against him, I still remember him. Therefore, my heart yearns for 
him; I have great compassion for him,’ declares the LORD. ‘Set up road signs; put up guideposts. Take note of the 

highway, the road that you take. Return, Virgin Israel, return to your towns.’ Jeremiah 31:17-21 

The children will return to their land again. The children massacred during the birth of Jesus didn’t go anywhere. So, 

this seems to rule out a Messianic message. Note: Herod had all the children, boys, under two years, in Bethlehem 

killed, hoping to kill babe Jesus. 

Whether literal or figurative, both meanings for a signpost would be needed to direct Israel home. Those who were 

taken in the Assyrian captivities would have been gone from the land of Palestine for almost a century and a half. 
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These returnees would have been several generations removed from their forefathers who were originally taken into 

captivity. They thus needed direction in order to return to the land possessions of their fathers. But they surely also 

needed spiritual direction and encouragement to make their way back to the roots of the law of the covenant and the 

sacrificial ceremonies of the law. 

‘How long will you wander, unfaithful Daughter Israel? The LORD will create a new thing on earth—the woman will 
return to the man.’ This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘When I bring them back from 

captivity, the people in the land of Judah and in its towns, will once again use these words: ‘The LORD bless you, 
you prosperous city, you sacred mountain.’ People will live together in Judah and all its towns—farmers and those 
who move about with their flocks. I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.’ At this I awoke and looked around. 
My sleep had been pleasant to me. ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will plant the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah with the offspring of people and of animals. Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, 

and to overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the LORD. ‘In 
those days people will no longer say, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 

Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—their own teeth will be set on edge.’ Jeremiah 
31:22-30 

These verses are self-explanatory, how long will the backsliding go on? 

There are three possible meanings of the woman here: 

l. Simply to emphasise, Israel will cling to God as a wife clings to her husband. 

2. The idea of a new thing. That the Lord has created a woman in his new plan to allow women to lead, direct or 

teach men. Acts 18:24-26. 

3. Taking the whole concept of the promises being made here. The new thing that God will create is equality, neither 

male nor female, Jew or Gentile. 

The land is going to be blessed again. It will be a holy land to God, the land of justice. There will come a time when 

each individual will be judged on his or her own merits. 

‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead 

them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,’ declares the LORD. ‘This is 
the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will put my law in their 
minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their 
neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest,’ declares the LORD. ‘For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’ Jeremiah 
31:31-34 

The prophetic utterance concerning the new covenant. Mark 1:5 / Mark 9:1 / Psalm 89:3. 

It allows God to keep His promises. The first covenant God didn’t break, the people did. He was a husband to them, 

but they broke the bond, so God lays down the conditions of the new covenant. They will learn the law, He will put it 

within them. The whole gist of this is a seat of learning. 

It will be written on their hearts. It will be in the emotions and affections. Not only will they learn the law, but they 

will love it with their whole heart. They will all know it, from the least to the greatest, from the poorest to the rich. 

In contrast to the old system, which they entered into upon birth, in the new covenant they would first be taught to 

come to God. They would no longer be born in the flesh into the covenant. 

I will forgive their wickedness. Forgive here is like lifting a great weight off of the shoulders of oxen. So, when God 

says I will forgive, He is saying I will take the whole weight off of them. The old law was a burden. 

He will remember their sins no more. Hebrews 8:8-18. 
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‘This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by 
night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the LORD Almighty is his name: ‘Only if these decrees vanish 

from my sight,’ declares the LORD, ‘will Israel ever cease being a nation before me.’ This is what the LORD says: 
‘Only if the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched out will I reject all 
the descendants of Israel because of all they have done,’ declares the LORD. ‘The days are coming,” declares the 

LORD, ‘when this city will be rebuilt for me from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. The measuring line will 
stretch from there straight to the hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah. The whole valley where dead bodies and ashes 

are thrown, and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the east as far as the corner of the Horse Gate, will be 
holy to the LORD. The city will never again be uprooted or demolished.’ Jeremiah 31:35-40 

God is saying, this is the promise of my new covenant. It will be as sure as the sun shines and the moon rises. God’s 

retaining of His remnant of Israel is as definite as the impossibility of man measuring the heavens. 

THE KINGDOM 

The problem with this is the kingdom. We think of the word kingdom as a land. But in Bible language, it is 

sovereignty, the right to rule. 

You cannot get ‘territory’ out of the kingdom referred to in, Mark 1:5 / Mark 9:1 / Luke 10:1 / Daniel 2 / Isaiah 

2:2ff / Micah 4:1-13 / Isaiah 11:10 / Luke 1:69 / Mark 11:10. 

The territory is not in view in any of these passages. God’s kingdom is universal, Genesis 1:26, God gave man the 

right to rule the earth. 

In Jeremiah l0:10 God is called an everlasting king; therefore, He will rule everlasting. 

Psalm 24, the earth of the Lord’s etc., everything on the earth, all is God’s. There never has been nor ever will be a 

human being who is not under God’s rule. They are all in His kingdom, whether in his pleasure or displeasure. But 

man failed, and so did the old law, because of weakness. 

God had two options: 

1. He could wipe out the whole world and start all over again. 

2. Or, he could establish a new covenant. 

Abraham was chosen. God established a covenant with him before the law, of Moses. God was already their king. 

When they reached Sinai, God entered them into a special kingdom relationship. Now we have the kingdom to rule 

over Israel, so he had a kingdom within a kingdom. 

Genesis 49:10 talks about how the sceptre will stay with Judah. David comes onto the scene. God makes a covenant 

with David that was specific to the house of Judah, which will be intertwined with all in the future. Psalm 89:3-37. 

The other covenants were not absolved, David was still under the Mosaic covenant. God promises to keep the 

covenant with David. There will always be someone of his line who will have the right to rule. Punishment for sin 

was part and parcel of the old covenant. when God’s people are to go into captivity they say that God has broken his 

promise. But the punishment was allowed in the Davidic covenant. He has not taken away the right to rule, he is 

simply punishing. 

David was king, in 1 Chronicles 29:9ff David says, ‘yours is the kingdom’. God is still king. David is only his 

representative. The throne of David and Solomon are often referred to as ‘the throne of God’. 

David’s right to rule was because God was with him. So, God never did break the covenant, He cannot lie to himself. 

In 2 Samuel 8, we see that David’s rule even involved Gentiles. Psalm 18:33-35 says the same. 
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Whatever king reigned, if he was of David’s family and sat on David’s throne, being approved of by God, was 

exercising the Davidic covenant of having the right to rule. 

No matter how long Judah was without a king, God would fulfil His promise. 

God said that He would punish through David’s covenant, and He starts this through Solomon, 1 Kings 11:11-13, the 

start of the divided kingdom. But one king would survive for the sake of David. There was a split, but the right to rule 

was not taken away. When the 10 tribes were taken away they were not to be restored in their old way but through 

David’s line. Ezekiel 37:15-28 and Jeremiah 33:14ff. God says I will fulfil the promise made to Judah. 

So, Judah is punished. Many Jews thought then and today, that they broke the covenant. You only have to read 

Daniel to see that God was still faithful, Daniel 2. God still ruled over the kingdom of Israel even though they were 

ruled by another nation, a kingdom within a kingdom. God allowed foreigners to rule, but they did not have the right 

to rule as far as the covenants were concerned. 

God says that they will be returned to a former glory. So, something must have previously existed, formerly. The 

church is God’s kingdom. But it had not previously existed. So, it has to do with Jews. It is His people. We refuse to 

acknowledge that the whole of the Jewish thrust is through the Jews. Jeremiah does not include Gentiles. 

Look at Isaiah 2:2ff and Micah 4:1-13, which should be taken together with Isaiah 11:10 and Isaiah 49:6. The cast-

down Jew would one day be the leader of the world. They would lead the rest of the world, eventually, to 

Christianity. Read Amos 9:12-14. They, the Jews, will be the remnant. 

Luke 1:69. We see mentioned again ‘his people’. This is speaking of the Jews. The scene is set for the Jews to be 

exalted by a Jew, one of David’s seeds. Mark 11:9-10. The prophetic programme of the Old Testament, whilst it 

included Gentiles, did so only because of the promises to the Jews. 

In Matthew 8:11-12, it was the Jew who was called the sons of the kingdom. The Jews would have this taken from 

them, Matthew 21:43. Jesus told the 12 not to go to the Gentiles. In Matthew 10:5-7, the Gospel of the kingdom was 

taken to the Jews. So, the kingdom was Jewish to the roots. There was something new. The kingdom had to be taken 

from the Jews. 

Jewish feasts were held at night. Their rooms would have been lit up. Those who were outside were in the dark. They 

are to be put out of fellowship. They are unbelieving Jews. They were not real Israelites, or sons, deep down. He gave 

those who believed the power to be sons of God. 

There was a new kingdom established before the ‘church’. Christ was king even from the day He was born. He was 

of David’s line. The church was the new thing, the kingdom that has been restored that is to all believers, Jews and 

Gentiles. Matthew 1:21, He has saved his people from their sins. 

Who is the angel talking about? 

Everybody in Christ today are God’s, but this doesn’t mean that this verse is talking about all nations. Luke 

2:32 / John 1:12-13 / Hebrews 8. 

CHAPTER 32 

This chapter records another historical incident in the life of Jeremiah. 

THE TIME? 
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In the final months of the Fall of Jerusalem, when the city and the temple were destroyed. It was the 10th year of the 

reign of Zedekiah. It was the 18th reign of the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar. So, it was around 588-587 B.C. 

JEREMIAH IS A PRISONER OF ZEDEKIAH 

Zedekiah had been so distressed by the many prophecies of Jeremiah that he had him imprisoned. Jeremiah had 

requested to be moved from the dungeon, and Zedekiah had granted that request. So, Jeremiah was now a prisoner in 

the stockade area of the palace, and it seems that he was accorded certain privileges. 

For those who like outlines, here is a rough outline of this chapter. 

1. A statement of the present situation. Jeremiah 31:1-5. 

2. Jeremiah is told by God to purchase a field in his hometown, Anathoth, which he did. Jeremiah 32:6-15. 

3. Seemingly doubting what God had asked him to do, his long prayer to God. Jeremiah 32:16-25. 

4. God’s initial answer. Jeremiah 32:26-35, and 

5. God’s second answer. Jeremiah 32:36-44. 

‘This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. The army of the king of Babylon was then besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the 

prophet was confined in the courtyard of the guard in the royal palace of Judah. Now Zedekiah king of Judah had 
imprisoned him there, saying, ‘Why do you prophesy as you do? You say, ‘This is what the LORD says: I am about 
to give this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it. Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape 

the Babylonians but will certainly be given into the hands of the king of Babylon, and will speak with him face to 
face and see him with his own eyes. He will take Zedekiah to Babylon, where he will remain until I deal with him, 

declares the LORD. If you fight against the Babylonians, you will not succeed.’ Jeremiah 32:1-5 

The details of Jeremiah being confined to prison are in these verses. But, as we have seen, these conditions weren’t as 

harsh as they could have been. The king is told what is to become of him. He was going to see Nebuchadnezzar face 

to face, and be led away as a captive. Remember, this is the 10th year of Zedekiah’s reign, and in the 11th year, all of 

this is going to happen. The Babylonians are already knocking at the door. 

Why did Zedekiah imprison Jeremiah? 

Well, we see in verse 3 that it is Zedekiah who is repeating the prophecies that Jerimiah had made, and it is because 

of these prophecies that Zedekiah puts him away. Just picture the situation here. The Babylonians are already 

attacking them. In the final months of the siege. Much of what Jeremiah had been prophesying was actually taking 

place before the king’s eyes, and yet he still doesn’t believe what Jeremiah is telling him! 

‘Jeremiah said, ‘The word of the LORD came to me: Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to come to you and 
say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative it is your right and duty to buy it.’ ‘Then, just as the 

LORD had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in 
the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.’ ‘I knew that this was 

the word of the LORD; so, I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out for him 
seventeen shekels of silver. I signed and sealed the deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. I 
took the deed of purchase—the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions, as well as the unsealed copy—and I 

gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the 
witnesses who had signed the deed and of all the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. ‘In their presence I gave 

Baruch these instructions: ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take these documents, both the 
sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time. For this is 

what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.’ 
Jeremiah 32:6-15 
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God tells Jeremiah that his cousin, Hanamel, is going to offer Jeremiah a piece of property, and Jeremiah was to 

purchase it. 

What was the cost? 

17 shekels of silver. Perhaps not much money, but a lot of money when you consider that the land was destined to be 

destroyed. 

As coinage was not introduced until about the 6th century B.C., the amount due was weighed. This was 

usual, Genesis 26:18ff, where Abraham did the same. The purchasing of the land is then documented. All the legal 

procedures took place, just as they would have done had peace prevailed in the land. 

Remember, the siege is already on. With great faith Jeremiah obeyed God. He bought the land. What is God’s 

message to Jeremiah here? That the land of Judah would one day be repossessed by the people. 

God says that it was Jeremiah’s ‘right and duty’ to buy the land, and we read that Hanamel arrives and says that it is 

Jeremiah’s right to ‘redeem it and possess it’. Leviticus 25:24-25. 

This indicates that the Pentateuch was well known by the Jews at this time and that these regulations were still being 

observed. The book of Ruth tells of the marriage of Ruth, and the redemption of a piece of land that had belonged to 

Ruth’s husband. 

The deed was signed, sealed and witnessed, and he took the sealed and unsealed copies to Baruch. This provides us 

with a valuable example of the legal procedures for purchasing land in those times. Jeremiah says that the deed of 

purchase should be put ‘in a clay jar so that they will last a long time.’ 

The placing into a clay jar or earthen vessel is interesting because the Dead Sea Scrolls were preserved in this same 

manner. 

Baruch is mentioned for the first time. Baruch was the scribe who wrote a great deal of this book, at Jeremiah’s 

dictation, under the strict direction of Jeremiah. 

‘After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD: ‘Ah, Sovereign LORD, you 
have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. You 

show love to thousands but bring the punishment for the parents’ sins into the laps of their children after them. Great 
and mighty God, whose name is the LORD Almighty, great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes 
are open to the ways of all mankind; you reward each person according to their conduct and as their deeds deserve. 
You performed signs and wonders in Egypt and have continued them to this day, in Israel and among all mankind, 

and have gained the renown that is still yours. You brought your people Israel out of Egypt with signs and wonders, 
by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror. You gave them this land you had sworn to give their 
ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey. They came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey you or 
follow your law; they did not do what you commanded them to do. So, you brought all this disaster on them. ‘See 

how the siege ramps are built up to take the city. Because of the sword, famine and plague, the city will be given into 
the hands of the Babylonians who are attacking it. What you said has happened, as you now see. And though the city 
will be given into the hands of the Babylonians, you, Sovereign LORD, say to me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have 

the transaction witnessed.’ Jeremiah 32:16-25 

In the knowledge of the future promises of a return, Jeremiah utters a prayer of joyful praise. Some scholars say that 

this passage shows the prophet’s humanity, that he has second thoughts about purchasing the property, and therefore 

is praying out of distress. I think perhaps there is a mixture of both of these here. 

Jeremiah knows what is going to happen, but it is possible that he doesn’t quite understand why God wanted him to 

purchase this land. 

Coffman says, ‘Jeremiah simply could not understand why, under the circumstances, God had ordered him to buy the 

field. Therefore, he went to his knees and laid the whole problem before the Lord. Inherent in such an action was the 
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silent pleading for God to explain to the prophet that which was utterly beyond his understanding. God answered him 

in detail.’ 

So, you can take your choice, a joyful prayer or a prayer of questioning! 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: ‘I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for 
me? Therefore, this is what the LORD says: I am about to give this city into the hands of the Babylonians and to 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will capture it. The Babylonians who are attacking this city will come in and 
set it on fire; they will burn it down, along with the houses where the people aroused my anger by burning incense on 
the roofs to Baal and by pouring out drink offerings to other gods. ‘The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing 
but evil in my sight from their youth; indeed, the people of Israel have done nothing but arouse my anger with what 

their hands have made, declares the LORD. From the day it was built until now, this city has so aroused my anger and 
wrath that I must remove it from my sight. The people of Israel and Judah have provoked me by all the evil they have 

done—they, their kings and officials, their priests and prophets, the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem. 
They turned their backs to me and not their faces; though I taught them again and again, they would not listen or 

respond to discipline. They set up their vile images in the house that bears my Name and defiled it. They built high 
places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molek, though I never 

commanded—nor did it enter my mind—that they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin. Jeremiah 
32:26-35 

There is a price to pay for rebellion. Jerusalem is to be burned as a result of Judah’s wrong deeds. 

Her disrespect? She turned her back on God. 

Her disregard? She had ears that did not hear. 

Her decision? She accepted other gods, such as Molek and Ishtar, and slaughtered her own children in worshipping 

idols. 

In this section, we have a shameful catalogue of their varied sins. 

‘You are saying about this city, ‘By the sword, famine and plague it will be given into the hands of the king of 
Babylon’; but this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I will surely gather them from all the lands where I 

banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. They 
will be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always 

fear me and that all will then go well for them and for their children after them. I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away 
from me. I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. ‘This 
is what the LORD says: As I have brought all this great calamity on this people, so I will give them all the prosperity 
I have promised them. Once more fields will be bought in this land of which you say, ‘It is a desolate waste, without 

people or animals, for it has been given into the hands of the Babylonians.’ Fields will be bought for silver, and deeds 
will be signed, sealed and witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, in the towns of 

Judah and in the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, because I will restore their 
fortunes, declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 32:36-44 

Yet, despite all of this, the promise of a return is repeated. There are glorious promises here. 

Do you remember what was read in Jeremiah 18:7-10? 

Basically, God was saying, if any nation repents of its evil, I will relent, and not inflict disaster upon them. Or if I say 

that a nation is to be planted, and it does evil and does not obey Me, ‘I will reconsider the good I had intended for it.’ 

God’s promises are always the same, whether, for evil or good, they are subject to results, to obedience to His 

commands. Sadly, most of the wonderful things that God promised here never occurred because men did not heed the 

commands of God. 
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As time went on, during those long centuries before Jesus Christ was born, the whole Jewish nation fell into apostasy 

again. The name of God was blasphemed among the Gentiles because of the shameful conduct of the Jews, Romans 

2:24. 

Their temple with its operators, now known in three separate groups as the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the 

Herodians, was called by Jesus Himself, ‘a den of thieves and robbers’. 

The climax of their wickedness was when they crucified the Messiah, the Messiah that they had been waiting for 

centuries to arrive. History doesn’t record any fulfilment of the prosperity expected on their return from Babylon. 

As Coffman says: ‘They deserved no prosperity, and they received none.’ 

God’s punishment for the rejection of the Messiah occurred a generation after His death. The nation was totally 

destroyed by Vespasian and Titus in A.D. 70. 1.100,000 people were executed. 

Josephus even gives numbers of the dead by name of towns and villages. 30,000 men were crucified around the walls 

of Jerusalem. Their temple was destroyed, never to be rebuilt. 

The daily sacrifices, the priesthood, the high priest, as they were, disappeared forever. 

CHAPTER 33 

This is one of the most difficult chapters to understand. The reason is, that there is no evidence that the Northern 

kingdom, Israel, came back from captivity. Jeremiah did prophesy the end of David’s line of kings in Jeremiah 22:30. 

Jeremiah also prophesied the end of the Levitical system in Jeremiah 33:16. So scholars are quick to challenge this. 

So, what does it mean, in verse 17, when God says, ‘David will never fail to have a man to stand before the throne of 

the house of Israel, nor will the priests, who are Levites, ever fail to have a man to stand before me.’ 

Is there a contradiction here? We can do one of two things. 

1. We can deny the authenticity of this chapter, that it wasn’t written by Jeremiah, but added by someone else later. 

2. We can read it as a Messianic blessing, written to encourage those who were returning from Babylon. 

I believe that the second reason must be correct. After all, the whole chapter seems to be speaking of the coming 

Messiah, so, why should this section be different? 

A suggested outline for this chapter: 

1. The siege of Jerusalem is in progress. Jeremiah 33:1-5. 

2. God will bring health and healing to His people. Jeremiah 33:6-13. 

3. The promise of the Messiah, the Righteous Branch. Jeremiah 33:14-18. 

4. David and the Levitical priests. Jeremiah 33:19-22. 

5. The promise to David and the patriarchs. Jeremiah 33:23-24. 

‘While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the LORD came to him a second time: 
‘This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and established it—the LORD is his 

name: ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’ For this is what 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the houses in this city and the royal palaces of Judah that have been torn 

down to be used against the siege ramps and the sword in the fight with the Babylonians: ‘They will be filled with the 
dead bodies of the people I will slay in my anger and wrath. I will hide my face from this city because of all its 

wickedness.’ Jeremiah 33:1-5 
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‘Call me’, Jeremiah, ‘and I will answer you’. Jeremiah is urged to pray by God, but why? 

Perhaps because Jeremiah is in prison and becoming fearful and despondent. God needs him to be strong, after all, he 

still has further messages to deliver to the people. Jeremiah has no way of knowing what other penalties he will face 

from the people. 

So, God gives him further messages. The first one presented to him is one of plunder upon the city. God has hidden 

His face ‘from this city because of all of its wickedness.’ 

God is said to hide His face, or veil His face, when: 

1. He has no regard for human affairs. Psalm 10:11 ‘He covers His face and never sees.’ 

2. To show His displeasure. 

Isaiah 54:8, God says, ‘I hid my face from you for a moment.’ 

God cannot look upon wrong. Some scholars believe that this is why Jesus Christ said from the cross, ‘My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

But we have to remember that God didn’t and never did turn His back on Jesus, not even on the cross. 

‘They will be filled with the dead bodies of men.’ The idea seems to be here, as there wouldn’t have been time to 

bury the dead, they just threw them into the empty houses. 

‘Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; I will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and 
security. I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity and will rebuild them as they were before. I will cleanse 

them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me.’ Jeremiah 
33:6-8 

Once again God states His plan to restore peace and plenty to the land. The reference to ‘forgiveness of sins’, is 

sufficient to prove that this section is Messianic. 

Another proof that this is Messianic is the prophecy that both kingdoms, the Northern and the Southern, Israel and 

Judah, are promised a share in the blessings. A sure indication that every Jew, no matter from what tribe he comes, 

along with every other human nation, will receive the same blessing. 

‘Then this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honour before all nations on earth that hear of all the good 
things I do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity and peace I provide for it.’ ‘This 

is what the LORD says: ‘You say about this place, ‘It is a desolate waste, without people or animals.’ Yet in the 
towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will be 

heard once more 11 the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those who 
bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD, saying, ‘Give thanks to the LORD Almighty, for the LORD is good; 

his love endures forever.’ For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,’ says the LORD. ‘This is 
what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In this place, desolate and without people or animals—in all its towns there will 

again be pastures for shepherds to rest their flocks. In the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the 
Negev, in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, flocks will again pass 

under the hand of the one who counts them,’ says the LORD. ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I 
will fulfil the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah.’ Jeremiah 33:9-14 

The purpose of this plan of God is that His people will once again be a people to be respected. In doing this, God 

Himself will regain His reputation amongst all the nations. Judah, by her spiritual adultery, had dragged God’s name 

into the mud. Nations round about not only mocked the Jews but mocked the God of the Jews. And God was about to 

change that. All nations will praise God, and respect Him. 

Maybe they will never submit to His truths, but there will be fear and trembling when they go against His people 

again. There will be sounds of joy and gladness. Judah will sing songs of praise to their God, for His mercy and 
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goodness in allowing them to return home. The nation will also prosper again. There are some truly good and 

encouraging prophecies in this section. 

As this was written while the siege was still in progress, while Jeremiah was still a prisoner, whilst Zedekiah is still 

king, this is a prophecy of what the desolation of the city will be like. 

‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and 
right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will 
be called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.’ For this is what the LORD says: ‘David will never fail to have a man 
to sit on the throne of Israel, nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand before me continually to 
offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to present sacrifices.’ The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 
‘This is what the LORD says: ‘If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that 
day and night no longer come at their appointed time, then my covenant with David my servant—and my covenant 

with the Levites who are priests ministering before me—can be broken and David will no longer have a descendant to 
reign on his throne. I will make the descendants of David my servant and the Levites who minister before me as 
countless as the stars in the sky and as measureless as the sand on the seashore.’ The word of the LORD came to 

Jeremiah: ‘Have you not noticed that these people are saying, ‘The LORD has rejected the two kingdoms he chose’? 
So, they despise my people and no longer regard them as a nation. This is what the LORD says: ‘If I have not made 
my covenant with day and night and established the laws of heaven and earth, then I will reject the descendants of 

Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes and have compassion on them.’ Jeremiah 33:15-26 

I said in the introduction that this was one of the most difficult chapters to understand. But really, the only difficulty 

is the presumed contradiction in verse 17, the supposition by some scholars that this predicts that there will always be 

a king in the line of David and there will always be priests like the Levites. All other Scripture references deny this 

supposition. 

So, what is the answer? 

This was written to God’s people. They, therefore, needed to understand what was being said. Words are just 

symbols, often used to express spiritual uses. The Jews could use these symbols. So, what we have here is this, the 

Davidic kingdom and the Levitical priesthood are symbols which represent, to the Jew, the continuation of God’s 

covenant. 

The new covenant will come with the Messiah, when, in a sense, these two promises will continue, but in a different 

form. The Messiah, Jesus, is the king, who will be the king forever. 

Under the new covenant, we Christians are the priests, and Jesus is the High Priest. Peter says, in 1 Peter 2:9 ‘But you 

are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.’ 

So, what about those sacrifices that were offered continually by the priests? 

Look at 1 Peter 2:5, ‘you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’ 

We could go on! Let’s look at another New Testament quotation, this time from Hebrews 13:15-16, ‘Through Jesus, 

therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise, the fruit of lips that confirms his name. And do not 

forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.’ 

I believe that the New Testament clears up any problems some people might have with this section in Jeremiah 33. 

God says, ‘I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line.’ 

Jeremiah doesn’t reveal as much about the coming Messiah as Isaiah does, but he restates what he said in Jeremiah 

23:5, about the ‘righteous Branch’. And whoever this person is, he has this term ‘righteous’ or ‘righteousness’, 

referred to him twice. Here in verse 15, we have reference to his character, his way of judging. The second reference 

concerns his actions, the right way of living. 
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Read Isaiah 11:10-11 / Zechariah 6:11-14 / Revelation 22:16, all of these are talking about Jesus. A point that needs 

to be made quite clear here is that Zechariah 6 is not a fulfilment of Jeremiah 33:15. 

The High Priest, Joshua, was a ‘type’ of the Branch, not ‘the’ Branch, which is Jesus Christ. I suppose that you could 

say that it is a play on words because the name Jesus in Hebrew was Yeshua or Joshua. 

Notice back here in Jeremiah 33 that it is to be Jerusalem, representing Judah, which would be called the ‘Lord of 

Righteousness.’ 

This seems to be saying that the day would finally come when the people would be an example of holiness. David is 

never going to lack a man to sit on his throne, and the Levites will always have a man to stand before God as 

intercessor. 

God places the impossible before Jeremiah. Genesis 1 tells us that God established the order of day and night. So, 

God is saying, if you. Jeremiah can break my covenant with day and night, and then my covenant with David and the 

Levites can be broken. 

The nations surrounding Judah had thought that Judah and Israel had, had their day, but God is restoring the 

covenant. I suppose you could sum this up this way. 

The Old Covenant will be restored until the Messiah, Jesus, arrives, and then a New Covenant will come into play, 

where Jesus is in the line of David, and the Levites, the priests, are those who are in the priesthood, Christians. 

Things looked pretty bleak for God’s people at this time. Shortly they would go into exile in Babylon, for a period of 

7O years. The glory of their past would be forgotten by many, it seems like the end of all hope. 

But God had it all planned out, some of the descendants of David would return to their homeland. And, in the course 

of time Mary, a descendent of David through Nathan, would give birth to the Messiah, not in a palace, but a smelly 

Bethlehem stable. 

CHAPTER 34 

This chapter includes two prophecies. 

1. The announcement of another conditional prophecy to Zedekiah. Jeremiah 34:1-8, offering him certain blessings if 

he surrenders to the Babylonians, and 

2. A prophecy of doom. because by breaking the covenant to the slaves they had made a mockery of God’s word. 

‘While Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army and all the kingdoms and peoples in the empire he ruled 
were fighting against Jerusalem and all its surrounding towns, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ‘This is 
what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Go to Zedekiah king of Judah and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD says: I 
am about to give this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will burn it down. You will not escape from 
his grasp but will surely be captured and given into his hands. You will see the king of Babylon with your own eyes, 

and he will speak with you face to face. And you will go to Babylon. ‘Yet hear the LORD’s promise to you, Zedekiah 
king of Judah. This is what the LORD says concerning you: You will not die by the sword; you will die peacefully. 
As people made a funeral fire in honour of your predecessors, the kings who ruled before you, so they will make a 

fire in your honour and lament, ‘Alas, master!’ I myself make this promise, declares the LORD.’ Then Jeremiah the 
prophet told all this to Zedekiah king of Judah, in Jerusalem, while the army of the king of Babylon was fighting 

against Jerusalem and the other cities of Judah that were still holding out—Lachish and Azekah. These were the only 
fortified cities left in Judah.’ Jeremiah 34:1-7 
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The end is near for Judah. It is around 587 B.C. The final assault on Jerusalem is going on. The Babylonians are 

reducing the fortified towns in Judah, as quickly as possible. That is the reason why Lachish and Azekah are 

mentioned in verse 7. Verse 4 starts, ‘Yet hear the promise of the Lord.’ 

The very word ‘yet’ suggests that there is still hope for Zedekiah, he is still in a position to put things fight with God. 

The Babylonian armies were made up of armies from countries that had already become subject to the might of 

Babylon. Zedekiah is reminded of his end, he would not be executed but would die in peace. The customary respect 

and tribute that should be made to a king would be paid to him. Lachish was about 35 miles from Jerusalem and 

Azekah about 15 miles. 

A man on a look-out tower, upon a hill, would be able to see, quite clearly, the smoke of a town that was being 

destroyed nearby. And as these two towns are falling, Jeremiah brings the next message from God, which is free the 

slaves. 

Verse 5 says, to Zedekiah, ‘you will die peacefully’. How could he die peacefully? 

His sons are going to be slain while he watches. Then he himself will be blinded, enslaved, and deported to Babylon. 

That is where he will die. But you can die in peace even when you are in prison. This could mean that he eventually 

died at peace with God. Certainly, he did not die by the sword. 

It is truly wonderful how archaeologists have been able to prove the Bible to people who don’t believe some of the 

stories of the Bible. Details of the siege of Jerusalem have been confirmed by the spade. Pieces of pottery, with 

inscriptions upon them, were discovered in the 1930s and have proved the ruins of Lachish and this pottery has been 

positively dated to the time of the siege. 

‘The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD after King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people in 
Jerusalem to proclaim freedom for the slaves. Everyone was to free their Hebrew slaves, both male and female; no 
one was to hold a fellow Hebrew in bondage. So, all the officials and people who entered into this covenant agreed 
that they would free their male and female slaves and no longer hold them in bondage. They agreed, and set them 
free. But afterward they changed their minds and took back the slaves they had freed and enslaved them again.’ 

Jeremiah 34:8-11 

Zedekiah makes a covenant with the people and then breaks it. There are certain basic lessons that you and I can learn 

from this chapter. 

1. Only God can set Man free. 

2. You, in the capacity or position you may hold in this world, can take the liberty from someone, but God can take 

your liberty from you. 

3. Every person and nation are subject to God. 

So, what will Zedekiah lose? 

His liberty, his freedom. His city will be destroyed by fire, his life, his kingdom. The king gets the owners of slaves to 

swear an oath to free those who were Jews, because of the crisis at hand. I guess that he did this in the hope that he 

would impress God, and that, because of his charitable action, God would step in and prevent the siege. 

So, the slave owners agree and make the oath. At this point, we have to rely on secular history, because we are not 

told this here. But secular history tells us that an army is marching north from Egypt to relieve Jerusalem. Word of 

this reached the city and the Babylonian armies. So, the Babylonian forces withdrew, with the intention of 

regrouping, before the final onslaught. So, Zedekiah believed that his action, regarding the oath, had worked. 
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Tension in the city eased off. That being the case, the slave owners brought the slaves back into slavery, and those 

who had been freed were made slaves again. And so, we have this message from God, ‘you have broken the 

covenant, the oath, you have violated it.’ 

This was deceit, and to this, they also added perjury, i.e., deliberately giving false evidence whilst under oath. 

How come? 

Verse 15 tells us that they made this vow in the temple, and called upon God to witness it. By going back on their 

word, they had brought shame on God’s name. By breaking the vow, they had broken the Law, the Law of 

release. Exodus 21:1-6 / Deuteronomy 15:12ff. 

Was the king in on this crooked reversal of the people’s solemn promise? 

I’m sure he was, as it was him who led the way to make it in the first place. 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I made a covenant 
with your ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I said, ‘Every seventh year each of 
you must free any fellow Hebrews who have sold themselves to you. After they have served you six years, you must 
let them go free.’ Your ancestors, however, did not listen to me or pay attention to me. Recently you repented and did 
what is right in my sight: Each of you proclaimed freedom to your own people. You even made a covenant before me 

in the house that bears my Name. But now you have turned around and profaned my name; each of you has taken 
back the male and female slaves you had set free to go where they wished. You have forced them to become your 

slaves again.’ Jeremiah 34:12-16 

We can’t overstate the extent of Judah’s crime here. They had violated a commandment of God, they had mocked 

God Himself, they had made a covenant in God’s house and God’s presence, they profaned the name of God by using 

His Holy name, it was an inhuman, unfeeling crime against the defenceless slaves, it was a violation of the promises 

that they had themselves made, under oath, it was a crime against both God and Mankind, and it was a crime against 

their nation, for which they deserved the punishment that God gave them. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD says: You have not obeyed me; you have not proclaimed freedom to your own 
people. So, I now proclaim ‘freedom’ for you, declares the LORD— ‘freedom’ to fall by the sword, plague and 

famine. I will make you abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth. Those who have violated my covenant and have 
not fulfilled the terms of the covenant they made before me, I will treat like the calf they cut in two and then walked 

between its pieces.’ Jeremiah 34:17-18 

God says, ‘you have not proclaimed freedom to your fellow countryman. So, I now proclaim freedom for you, 

‘freedom’ to fall by the sword, plague and famine.’ 

Wow! What a proclamation this is! I am freeing you from my love, says God. Instead, I am giving you over to be 

destroyed, by war, disease and starvation. 

They are going to pay for this, Genesis 15:8ff. This cutting up of an animal was the ancient way of giving full assent 

to a covenant or oath. Those who violated such an oath could then expect the same end as the animal that had been 

sacrificed. God says, beware, the Babylonians will be back. 

‘The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests and all the people of the land who walked 
between the pieces of the calf, I will deliver into the hands of their enemies who want to kill them. Their dead bodies 
will become food for the birds and the wild animals. ‘I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials into the 
hands of their enemies who want to kill them, to the army of the king of Babylon, which has withdrawn from you. I 

am going to give the order, declares the LORD, and I will bring them back to this city. They will fight against it, take 
it and burn it down. And I will lay waste the towns of Judah, so no one can live there.’ Jeremiah 34:19-22 

This is a death sentence for those who violated the covenant. God says that He will hand them over to the king of 

Babylon, ‘which has withdrawn from you.’ 
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We have already seen that the Babylonian army withdrew to regroup when the Egyptians were coming up from the 

south. So, these two verses give us the date for the events in this chapter, when the Egyptian army caused 

Nebuchadnezzar to withdraw for a while. 

During that time, the Jews brought back the slaves that they had just recently given their freedom. God announced the 

sentence of death upon them. This death sentence would be fully executed with a year’s famine when the 

Babylonians returned to complete the job. 

CHAPTER 35 

What do you know about the Rekabites? 

‘This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD during the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah: 
‘Go to the Rekabite family and invite them to come to one of the side rooms of the house of the LORD and give them 

wine to drink.’ So, I went to get Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his 
sons—the whole family of the Rekabites. I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the room of the sons of 

Hanan son of Igdaliah the man of God. It was next to the room of the officials, which was over that of Maaseiah son 
of Shallum the doorkeeper. Then I set bowls full of wine and some cups before the Rekabites and said to them, 

‘Drink some wine.’ Jeremiah 35:1-5 

This event took place during the reign of Jehoiakim, a short time after the Babylonians defeated the Assyrians at 

Carchemish in 606 B.C. The Rekabites were a nomadic people among the Israelites who were probably descendants 

of the Kenites, 1 Chronicles 2:55 / Judges 1:16. Jonadab is mentioned in 2 Kings 10:15-28. 

The influence of their spiritual father had a great impact on the customs of these people. He had made a proclamation 

concerning their behaviour, which proclamation became one of the cultural identification marks of the people. 

In order to confirm the stand of the Rekabites for the customs of their fathers, Jeremiah took them to a public place in 

the temple courtyard. He did this in order that all witness their commitment to the beliefs of their fathers. 

‘But they replied, ‘We do not drink wine, because our forefather Jehonadab son of Rekab gave us this command: 
‘Neither you nor your descendants must ever drink wine. Also, you must never build houses, sow seed or plant 

vineyards; you must never have any of these things, but must always live in tents. Then you will live a long time in 
the land where you are nomads.’ We have obeyed everything our forefather Jehonadab son of Rekab commanded us. 
Neither we nor our wives nor our sons and daughters have ever drunk wine or built houses to live in or had vineyards, 

fields or crops. We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed everything our forefather Jehonadab commanded us. 
But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded this land, we said, ‘Come, we must go to Jerusalem to escape the 

Babylonian and Aramean armies.’ So, we have remained in Jerusalem.’ Then the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, saying: ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go and tell the people of Judah and 

those living in Jerusalem, ‘Will you not learn a lesson and obey my words?’ declares the LORD. ‘Jehonadab son of 
Rekab ordered his descendants not to drink wine and this command has been kept. To this day they do not drink 
wine, because they obey their forefather’s command. But I have spoken to you again and again, yet you have not 

obeyed me. Again, and again I sent all my servants the prophets to you. They said, ‘Each of you must turn from your 
wicked ways and reform your actions; do not follow other gods to serve them. Then you will live in the land I have 
given to you and your ancestors.’ But you have not paid attention or listened to me. The descendants of Jehonadab 

son of Rekab have carried out the command their forefather gave them, but these people have not obeyed me.’ 
Jeremiah 35:5-16 

There will be times, again and again, when we will be in a crowd, that we will be part of the crowd. But the crowd 

will seek to ‘depersonalise’ us, in other words, deprive us of our personality. It is difficult to be an individual in a 

crowd. Jeremiah was a man in the crowd. 
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After all, he walked among the people, he walked the streets of Jerusalem, and he preached in the temple. But, he did 

not allow the crowd to depersonalise him. And being a part of the crowd is always the danger. 

We need to rise above the crowd. The story of Jeremiah had a bearing on the people of his time. So, when was that? 

That was about 600 years before Jesus came. But Jesus came 2,000 years ago, so Jeremiah lived about 2,600 years 

ago, how could that have an application to us, in our time? 

It’s true that we are hundreds of years this side of Jeremiah’s life, but all Scripture can have an application to our 

lives today. And one of the things that Jeremiah teaches us is this, we need to live above the crowd. Jeremiah was 

himself a great example. 

God sent him to the city. God sent him to the temple. And God sent Jeremiah to the crowds. True, the crowds didn’t 

accept him. They didn’t accept his mission. And they quickly didn’t accept his message. Why not? 

Because his message was a cutting message of judgment. It wasn’t a pleasant message to deliver and it certainly 

wasn’t a pleasant message to receive. Maybe that is the reason that so many in Jerusalem didn’t accept it. It was 

difficult. It wasn’t easy for him. And, added to that, he not only had a difficult message, which many of God’s people 

wouldn’t accept but, more than that, they openly opposed it. 

Jeremiah was sometimes beaten, sometimes imprisoned, but always he was trying to carry out the mission and 

ministry that God had given him. He never delivered his message based on the latest opinion! We know that there are 

people in politics that won’t do anything until they have an opinion poll. But Jeremiah wasn’t interested in public 

opinion polls. So, when God said to him, ‘Jeremiah, I want you to go to the temple, and I want you to deliver a 

message that will be my message to the people’, 

then Jeremiah went. He went to the temple and delivered God’s message to God’s people. 

Why is it that Jeremiah could say, as he does throughout the book, ‘This is what the Lord says’? 

Because, even though he was in the crowd, he was a God-shaped man. He wasn’t a crowd-shaped man. He was aware 

of the people around him, but he was a God-shaped man. So, his message would continually be, ‘This is what the 

Lord says.’ 

He was also a God-directed man. He moved in the ways that God wanted him to move. God-shaped, God directed, 

can we claim to be the same? 

But Jeremiah was more than that. He was also a God-trained man, bemuse he is consumed by a message. You will 

remember that, in Jeremiah 20, he was so discouraged that he decided to quit. He was going to down tools. But he 

said, ‘There is this fire in my bones, and I cannot quit.’ 

He wasn’t shaped by the crowd, he was shaped by God. He wasn’t directed by the crowd, he was directed by God. He 

wasn’t trained by the crowd, he was trained by God. And he is a great example of one who would live, and stand, 

above the crowd. 

In Jeremiah 35 we have a second example of men who stood above the crowd. You may never have heard of them 

until now or forgot they existed. They are called Rekabites. Let me tell you something about them. They tracts their 

lineage back to the time that the children of Israel came into the promised land, back to the times of Joshua, about 

1400 years B.C. 

As a matter of fact, they even became friends with the Israelites. They joined the Israelites in some of their 

endeavours. Jeremiah is now going to tell us about something that happened with the Rekabites about 200 years 
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earlier. Their ancestors had said to them, ‘Do not plant fields. Do not harvest crops. Do not live in cities. Do not drink 

wine, Be nomads.’ 

And for 200 years that is exactly what they did, or didn’t do! They didn’t own any property, they didn’t build any 

cities, they just travelled here and there. 

Ancient tradition tells us that they worked in metal. If you had a metal implement that needed to be fixed, a spear that 

was broken, or a wheel that didn’t work, just wait a while. The Rekabites would come along and fix it for you. We 

are not certain of that, that is just tradition. But we do know this for sure, they just wandered about, they had no 

homes to call their own. 

We see from the text that they had come to Jerusalem. Why Jerusalem? Because Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian 

armies were approaching. There was no place for them to go. It would be dangerous to remain in the fields. So, they 

come to Jerusalem for protection. And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 

‘Jeremiah, I want you to go to the house of the Rekabites. I want you to invite all of them to come to the temple. I 

want you to set aside a special room in the temple, to fix a feast for them. I want you to provide plenty of wine for 

them, and when you bring them together, I want you to offer them this wine to drink.’ 

So, the Rekabites were invited, and they came to this special room, this room set aside in the temple. The feast is 

being served, and the wine is brought in. The Rekabites said, ‘We will drink no wine because our fathers said, do not 

plant fields, do not build cities, do not drink wine.’ 

Why is all this happening with Jeremiah? 

Because God wanted to teach an important lesson to all the people of Jerusalem. At the same time, God teaches an 

important lesson to us, if we will learn from it. And the lesson has nothing to do with building cities, planting fields, 

or drinking wine. The lesson has to do with people. A people who lived under a commandment. A people who lived 

under a discipline. 

Why did the Rekabites do this, live this way? 

Because their fathers said, this is what you need to do. They were living under a commandment. They were living 

under a discipline. A commandment and a discipline that said, ‘we have to obey’. 

So, God came to Jeremiah and said, ‘I want you to announce to the people of Jerusalem that the Rekabites have lived 

under a commandment and under a discipline that comes to them. from a man. Shouldn’t MY people live under MY 

commands and be disciplined by MY law, because I am God’? 

That was the message of the Rekabites. 

Is a man’s law important? Well, it was to the Rekabites. 

So, what is the point of all this? 

The point is that loyalty to God is more important. We may all have certain family traditions. I hope we do because 

family traditions help to hold a family together. In the fulfilment of those family traditions, I hope that we would not 

forget that, we have a higher calling than family traditions. We are called by God. And we are called by God to be 

His commanded and His disciplined people. 

‘Therefore, this is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going to bring on Judah and 
on everyone living in Jerusalem every disaster I pronounced against them. I spoke to them, but they did not listen; I 
called to them, but they did not answer.’ Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Rekabites, “This is what the LORD 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘You have obeyed the command of your forefather Jehonadab and have followed 
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all his instructions and have done everything he ordered.’ Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‘Jehonadab son of Rekab will never fail to have a descendant to serve me.’ Jeremiah 35:17-19 

God held up the Rekabites and said, because of the loyalty in their families, they shall never fail to have a man to 

serve them. In other words, God is saying, I am just going to bless this people. And they are blessed because they are 

loyal to their family leader. 

This was a strong message that God sent, through Jeremiah, to Jerusalem, to the men of Judah. The message was this 

if people who are loyal to a family tradition can be blessed, how much more can you be blessed, when you are loyal 

to me? 

You see, the Rekabites lived above the crowd. 

Let me add a little bit more about the Rekabites before we move on to the next chapter. We need to see the contrast 

between this group and the Jews. The Rekabites were related to the Kenites, Judges 1: 16 / 1 Chronicles 2:55. They 

lived amongst the Amalekites in the days of Saul, 1 Samuel 15:5. The founder of this group was a man called 

Jonadab son of Recab, Jeremiah 35:6, who was a militant helper of Jehu in getting rid of Ahab’s family of idolatry, 2 

Kings 10:15ff. 

Jonadab had commanded his nomadic descendants never to touch wine. Some 200 years after this command was 

made the Rekabites were still honouring this. Jeremiah tries to tempt them into breaking the oath offering them wine, 

but he failed. The rest is obvious. 

The contrast between the Rekabites obeying their father and the Jews not obeying their father, God, is the purpose of 

this story. The Rekabites are to be rewarded in that they will never lack a man to stand before God. 

Even today there are groups that follow the Recabite rule. You can join a Rekabite insurance group if you sign to say 

that you will not take a drink. 

CHAPTER 36 

Once again, we have a situation where the end seems to be near, as at the end of Jeremiah 34, and then we go back a 

few years to the fourth year of Jehoiakim. This would be about 604 B.C., some 17 years before the Fall of Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah had been prophesying for 23 years, from the 13th year of Josiah to the fourth year of Jehoiakim. 

In a few words, the chapter consists of the following: 

1. God tells Jeremiah to write a book. 

2. The book is read to the people. 

3. The book is read to the king, King Jehoiakim. 

4. The king burns the book. 

5. God tells Jeremiah to write the book again. The purpose was for Baruch to read this book to the people at a time 

when Jeremiah seemed to be banned from the Temple. 

‘In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ‘Take a 
scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the 

time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now. Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every 
disaster I plan to inflict on them, they will each turn from their wicked ways; then I will forgive their wickedness and 
their sin.’ So, Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and while Jeremiah dictated all the words the LORD had spoken 
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to him, Baruch wrote them on the scroll. Then Jeremiah told Baruch, ‘I am restricted; I am not allowed to go to the 
LORD’s temple. So, you go to the house of the LORD on a day of fasting and read to the people from the scroll the 

words of the LORD that you wrote as I dictated. Read them to all the people of Judah who come in from their towns. 
Perhaps they will bring their petition before the LORD and will each turn from their wicked ways, for the anger and 

wrath pronounced against this people by the LORD are great.’ Baruch son of Neriah did everything Jeremiah the 
prophet told him to do; at the LORD’s temple he read the words of the LORD from the scroll.’ Jeremiah 36:1-8 

Jeremiah is told by God to compose a scroll, a book, incorporating all that God has told him so far. This first scroll 

was dictated about 604/605 B.C. This was the year that the Babylonians won a very decisive victory over Egypt. 

Perhaps this was intended to once again give God’s people a chance to repent, the last hope for them. 

Jeremiah dictated this book to Baruch. I guess Baruch was a kind of war correspondent, he was also to act as the 

prophet’s deputy in taking the scroll to the people. Jeremiah himself couldn’t do this as he was ‘debarred’ from the 

temple. At the beginning of this chapter we see that he wasn’t yet in prison, So, perhaps he was physically restrained 

from going, or it could be that the people had, had enough of him, and his doom messages, so they wouldn’t let him 

in. 

‘In the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, a time of fasting before the LORD was 
proclaimed for all the people in Jerusalem and those who had come from the towns of Judah. From the room of 
Gemariah son of Shaphan the secretary, which was in the upper courtyard at the entrance of the New Gate of the 

temple, Baruch read to all the people at the LORD’s temple the words of Jeremiah from the scroll. When Micaiah son 
of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the LORD from the scroll, he went down to the secretary’s 

room in the royal palace, where all the officials were sitting: Elishama the secretary, Delaiah son of Shemaiah, 
Elnathan son of Akbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other officials. After 

Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read to the people from the scroll, all the officials sent Jehudi son 
of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, ‘Bring the scroll from which you have read to 
the people and come.’ So, Baruch son of Neriah went to them with the scroll in his hand. They said to him, ‘Sit down, 

please, and read it to us.’ So, Baruch read it to them. When they heard all these words, they looked at each other in 
fear and said to Baruch, ‘We must report all these words to the king.’ Then they asked Baruch, ‘Tell us, how did you 
come to write all this? Did Jeremiah dictate it?’ ‘Yes,’ Baruch replied, ‘he dictated all these words to me, and I wrote 
them in ink on the scroll.’ Then the officials said to Baruch, ‘You and Jeremiah, go and hide. Don’t let anyone know 

where you are.’ Jeremiah 36:9-19 

We are told that a fast before God was proclaimed for all the people in Jerusalem and the towns round about. Some 

scholars believe that this was done in an effort to show God that they were still behind Him. But an outward show is 

not what God wants. It’s the inside of a man that has to be right. 

This paragraph describes where the reading took place, presumably in one of the prominent chambers of the temple. 

Scripture doesn’t say that there were two periods for the reading of this lengthy document, so it must have taken the 

whole of the day of tasting. 

The scroll is read in the hearing of the people, and the genuine nature of the document would be stressed by Baruch, 

who had written it himself from the dictation of Jeremiah. The officials wanted to know details of how the scroll had 

been prepared, they even showed friendliness to him by allowing him to be seated. 

They were all afraid and demonstrated their fear through looks, gestures and words. Why were they afraid? Well, the 

words of the prophet alone were enough to make them afraid. But they probably also feared that the king would act 

violently when he heard about the book. They then wanted Baruch to explain how the dictation took place. 

What is evident here is that the officials were concerned for both Baruch and Jeremiah, and we see from verse 19 that 

they advised both Baruch and Jeremiah to, go and hide. 

‘After they put the scroll in the room of Elishama the secretary, they went to the king in the courtyard and reported 
everything to him. The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and Jehudi brought it from the room of Elishama the 
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secretary and read it to the king and all the officials standing beside him. It was the ninth month and the king was 

sitting in the winter apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him. Whenever Jehudi had read three or 
four columns of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and threw them into the firepot, until the entire 
scroll was burned in the fire. The king and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear, nor did they 
tear their clothes. Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not 

listen to them. Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel, a son of the king, Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of 
Abdeel to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. But the LORD had hidden them.’ Jeremiah 36:20-26 

The king gets to hear of the words of the scroll. As the secretary reads each paragraph so the king takes a scribe’s 

knife, presumably a kind of penknife, usually used for making and repairing reed pens or cutting papyrus, and cuts 

out sections of the scroll as they are read and throws them into a burning firepot. This continued until the scroll was 

destroyed. 

Some of the officials and servants in the king’s presence must have had a good laugh at his actions. Once the king 

had finished he called for the arrest of Jeremiah and Baruch, but they could not be found because God had hidden 

them. God had once again kept His promise to protect the prophet. 

‘After the king burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the 
LORD came to Jeremiah: ‘Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on the first scroll, which 

Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up. Also tell Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘This is what the LORD says: You burned that 
scroll and said, ‘Why did you write on it that the king of Babylon would certainly come and destroy this land and 
wipe from it both man and beast?’ Therefore, this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim king of Judah: He will 

have no one to sit on the throne of David; his body will be thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and the frost by 
night. I will punish him and his children and his attendants for their wickedness; I will bring on them and those living 
in Jerusalem and the people of Judah every disaster I pronounced against them, because they have not listened.’ So, 
Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote 
on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words were 

added to them.’ Jeremiah 36:27-32 

After the scroll had been burned, God told Jeremiah to write another one. He also told Jeremiah to tell the king that 

he would be severely punished for burning this first edition of the book. He would lose his throne, and his sons could 

not sit as rulers. A query here. 

Didn’t his son, Jehoiachin, reign for three months? 2 Kings 24:8ff. 

The answer, of course, is ‘yes’, he did. But God did not recognise it. The statement, therefore, is true, God did not 

appoint him, nor his family after him. He was dismissed without tribute or respect, which is the worst thing that can 

happen to a monarch. This signified shame and disgrace. Jehoiakim was taken into captivity, where he was 

imprisoned until released by Evil Merodach. 

Jehoiakim was not the only ruler to attempt to get rid of God’s word by burning it. Adolph Hitler, and his evil 

henchmen, burned the Bible in Nuremberg in 1933. And the same disastrous consequences befell him, and his 

kingdom, as those which overcame Jehoiakim, and his kingdom. 

CHAPTER 37 

This chapter, and the next, record events in Jeremiah’s life during the final days of the siege of Jerusalem. It seems 

that Zedekiah had requested help from Egypt at this time. So, for a short time only, Nebuchadnezzar turned his 

attention away from Jerusalem and toward Egypt. 
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Some scholars believe that the Egyptians were defeated by the Babylonians, others believe that the Egyptians 

withdrew from the battle. Either way, this was a disaster for Zedekiah. 

During the short period that Nebuchadnezzar’s attention was drawn to the Egyptians, the events of this chapter 

occurred. We have already seen in Jeremiah 34, when the temporary siege had been lifted, that the staves were freed 

and then taken back into slavery again because God’s people thought the war was over. This chapter is about the 

same time as Jeremiah 34. 

‘Zedekiah son of Josiah was made king of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; he reigned in place of 
Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim. Neither he nor his attendants nor the people of the land paid any attention to the words 
the LORD had spoken through Jeremiah the prophet. King Zedekiah, however, sent Jehukal son of Shelemiah with 
the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah to Jeremiah the prophet with this message: ‘Please pray to the LORD our God 
for us.’ Now Jeremiah was free to come and go among the people, for he had not yet been put in prison. Pharaoh’s 
army had marched out of Egypt, and when the Babylonians who were besieging Jerusalem heard the report about 

them, they withdrew from Jerusalem.’ Jeremiah 37:1-5 

Here we have a brief history of the past 11 years. And here again, we see how hard it is to fit chapters into their 

rightful places, we also note that Jehoiachin’s three months reign is left out. This is the same year that the Egyptian 

and Babylonian armies met in battle, and Jerusalem is having a reprieve. 

The king here is Zedekiah. The term ‘king’ is unusual here because Zedekiah was nothing more than a puppet for 

Babylon, chosen by Nebuchadnezzar and not by God. 

Zedekiah asks Jeremiah to intercede with God on behalf of the people. His intention was to get the temporary 

reprieve to be made permanent. The men sent to Jeremiah were not his greatest friends. Jehukal was opposed to him, 

and was one of the officials that said in Jeremiah 38:4, ‘This man should be put to death.’ 

Zephaniah had been to Jeremiah on an earlier occasion, Jeremiah 21:1-2, and didn’t receive any ear-tickling words 

then. The Pharaoh mentioned in verse 5 was Hophra, who reigned from 589-570 B.B. He made a rather rash decision 

when he decided to march northwards to assist Jerusalem, Ezekiel 17:11-21. The result of Hophra’s intervention only 

resulted in temporary relief for Jerusalem. 

We note from verse 4 that Jeremiah had not yet been put into prison. 

‘Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the 
king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of me, ‘Pharaoh’s army, which has marched out to support you, will go back 

to its own land, to Egypt. Then the Babylonians will return and attack this city; they will capture it and burn it down.’ 
‘This is what the LORD says: Do not deceive yourselves, thinking, ‘The Babylonians will surely leave us.’ They will 
not! Even if you were to defeat the entire Babylonian army that is attacking you and only wounded men were left in 

their tents, they would come out and burn this city down.’ Jeremiah 37:6-10 

Zedekiah is told not to count his chickens before they are hatched. They would be deceiving themselves if they 

thought that the danger was over. Even this brief spell of freedom hadn’t caused them to change their lifestyles. The 

Babylonians were to come back with a vengeance. Verse 10 says that even if they were to come back as wounded 

men, the Babylonians would still be too strong for God’s people. Jerusalem is going to fall. 

‘After the Babylonian army had withdrawn from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh’s army, Jeremiah started to leave the 
city to go to the territory of Benjamin to get his share of the property among the people there. But when he reached 
the Benjamin Gate, the captain of the guard, whose name was Irijah son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah, arrested 

him and said, ‘You are deserting to the Babylonians!’ ‘That’s not true!’ Jeremiah said. ‘I am not deserting to the 
Babylonians.’ But Irijah would not listen to him; instead, he arrested Jeremiah and brought him to the officials. They 
were angry with Jeremiah and had him beaten and imprisoned in the house of Jonathan the secretary, which they had 

made into a prison. Jeremiah was put into a vaulted cell in a dungeon, where he remained a long time. Then King 
Zedekiah sent for him and had him brought to the palace, where he asked him privately, ‘Is there any word from the 

LORD?’ ‘Yes,’ Jeremiah replied, ‘you will be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon.’ Then Jeremiah said to 
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King Zedekiah, ‘What crime have I committed against you or your attendants or this people, that you have put me in 
prison? Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, ‘The king of Babylon will not attack you or this land’? But 

now, my lord the king, please listen. Let me bring my petition before you: Do not send me back to the house of 
Jonathan the secretary, or I will die there.’ King Zedekiah then gave orders for Jeremiah to be placed in the courtyard 
of the guard and given a loaf of bread from the street of the bakers each day until all the bread in the city was gone. 

So, Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard.’ Jeremiah 37:11-21 

Jeremiah’s home was in Anathoth, in the territory of Benjamin, just a short distance from Jerusalem. God’s word 

doesn’t tell us why Jeremiah was on his way out of the city. Perhaps it was to inspect the land that he had recently 

bought from his cousin. But his intentions were misinterpreted, and he was arrested as a deserter, and as a pro-

Babylonian traitor. 

The prophet was interred in a temporary prison, in the secretary of state’s house. He was probably kept in solitary 

confinement. Verse 13 tells us that the captain of the guard, whose name was Irijah, accused him of deserting to the 

Babylonians. This was a false allegation because he had no evidence of this. 

The charge was vicious, and some scholars believe that this was for revenge against Jeremiah for predicting the death 

of his grandfather, Hananiah in Jeremiah 28:16. 

The prison mentioned in verse 16 was no more than a dungeon, a huge cistern-like excavation under the house of 

Jonathan. It would have had no light or ventilation. Jeremiah seemed to survive for many days, even though prisoners 

in such a place would be expected to die from such treatment. 

The siege was now underway again, after the brief respite period, and Zedekiah had not believed Jeremiah’s first 

message. He requests the prophet’s help again and receives the same answer as before. Jeremiah then pleads his own 

case, just as a solicitor would do. 

‘What is my offence’? You’ve got nothing against me. So why am I in prison? Zedekiah eased up a little bit and 

Jeremiah was translated to a place in the courtyard of the guard, which was a much better prison This was probably as 

much for his own protection as anything else because Jeremiah felt that he would die if he was to stay where he was. 

But notice how weak and easily influenced Zedekiah was. He went to Jeremiah secretly, for fear that his underlings 

would find him out. Because he feared the opinions of his officials, he had ‘given in’ to the advice of the false 

prophets, even though he knew the truth. 

And we will see when we come to the next chapter, Jeremiah 38, that he will ‘give in’ to an appeal made by a 

foreigner that Jeremiah’s life is taken. He said he would not oppose them when they wanted to throw Jeremiah into a 

cistern to die. What a miserable life? What a miserable, weak, leader this king was. 

I like what Jeremiah says to the king in verse 19, ‘where are your prophets who prophesied to you. The king of 

Babylon will not attack you or this land’. 

What a powerful argument this is! You are under siege, you are under attack, so, where are these prophets who told 

you it wouldn’t happen? You put people who told the truth into prison, and you let liars go free. Having laid the 

foundation, Jeremiah then skilfully presents a plea for mercy. 

CHAPTER 38 

This chapter is very similar to the last chapter, Jeremiah 37. These are three events that are very similar to each other. 

Jeremiah is charged with desertion, a secret meeting with Zedekiah takes place, and Jeremiah is imprisoned again. 
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There are, however, other events that separate the two accounts. Jeremiah is thrown into a cistern and is rescued by a 

foreigner. The one big point here is that the only one who comes to his aid is a stranger, a foreigner. 

Although there are some similarities between the imprisonments in the last chapter and this one, it is not true, as some 

scholars say, that this is one story repeated for the second time in this chapter. This was the third imprisonment of 

Jeremiah. The first was by Pashhur in Jeremiah 20. The second one we dealt with in the last chapter, Jeremiah 37. 

And this is a completely different imprisonment in Jeremiah 38. The Jewish historian Josephus, who was born just a 

few years later after Jesus died and was a witness to many of the Roman atrocities, records both of these 

imprisonments, he also tells us that Jeremiah ‘stood in mire up to his neck’, and that, ‘The intention of the rulers was 

that he might be suffocated.’ 

‘Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehukal son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malkijah heard 
what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he said, ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will 
die by the sword, famine or plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. They will escape with their 

lives; they will live.’ And this is what the LORD says: ‘This city will certainly be given into the hands of the army of 
the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’ Then the officials said to the king, ‘This man should be put to death. He is 
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is saying to them. This 

man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin.’ ‘He is in your hands,’ King Zedekiah answered. ‘The king 
can do nothing to oppose you.’ So, they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which 

was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, 
and Jeremiah sank down into the mud.’ Jeremiah 38:1-6 

The leader of this delegation, Shephatiah, is not known, apart from what is written here. Pashhur was the official who 

put Jeremiah into prison in Jeremiah 20. All of these appear to be bitter enemies of Jeremiah. The opposition party 

get wind of Jeremiah’s messages of doom and destruction. This vexes them greatly, so they complain to Zedekiah. 

Their appeal is that Jeremiah should die. 

They complain that he is discouraging the spirit of the soldiers who are fighting against the Babylonians. They also 

claim that he doesn’t have the good of the people in his heart. We know that nothing could have been further from the 

truth. His speeches were given with patriotism. There was love for his people in his heart. 

But Zedekiah told them to go ahead, all he did was wash his hands of the whole thing. He wanted nothing to do with 

it. 

Doesn’t this remind you of Pontius Pilate at the trial of Jesus? 

Zedekiah was so wishy-washy. The real power was in the hands of the officials, and the king had very little respect 

for them. But he appears to be frightened of upsetting them, and therefore seems to agree with everything just to keep 

the peace. 

So, the four complainers take Jeremiah and throw him into a cistern which had mud in it, and Jeremiah sank down 

into the mud. And there he remained until action was taken to save him. No doubt the opposition thought that they 

had seen the last of him. 

‘But Ebed-Melek, a Cushite, an official in the royal palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. While 
the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, Ebed-Melek went out of the palace and said to him, ‘My lord the king, 

these men have acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have thrown him into a cistern, 
where he will starve to death when there is no longer any bread in the city.’ Then the king commanded Ebed-Melek 
the Cushite, ‘Take thirty men from here with you and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.’ So 
Ebed-Melek took the men with him and went to a room under the treasury in the palace. He took some old rags and 

worn-out clothes from there and let them down with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. Ebed-Melek the Cushite said to 
Jeremiah, ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to pad the ropes.’ Jeremiah did so, and they 

pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard.’ 
Jeremiah 38:7-13 
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An Ethiopian named Ebed-Melech, who was employed as a court official in the royal palace, recognised that 

Jeremiah’s messages were from God. And his belief and concern were clearly seen when he pleaded for Jeremiah’s 

delivery from death. He in fact put his life on the line when he asked for the release of Jeremiah. 

He approached the king without being summoned to appear before him, and this could have been interpreted as an 

attempt on the life of the king. Not only that, if the opposition party had seen him helping a traitor he would have 

faced the same sentence and punishment as Jeremiah. 

Three times in this chapter we are told that Ebed-Melech was a Cushite or an Ethiopian. Why? 

Because it indicates that in all of the land of Judah the only one to come to Jeremiah’s aid was a despised foreigner. 

There is a footnote in my version, the NIV, and probably in yours, that says that the word ‘official’ could be ‘a 

eunuch’. There is nothing odd about a eunuch being in the royal palace. 

The king seems to have had many wives, so it was wise to employ a eunuch as an overseer in the king’s 

harem. Deuteronomy 23:1-2 tells us that it was forbidden by the Law of Moses to castrate a Hebrew, which is why 

Zedekiah’s eunuch was a foreigner, from Ethiopia. 

Verse 9 is interesting. This foreigner says to the king, Jeremiah ‘will starve to death when there is no longer any 

bread in the city.’ 

In Jeremiah 52:6, we see that the food supplies lasted until just before the fall of the city. If there was no bread left, 

then the end was pretty near. At the end of Jeremiah 37, Zedekiah had promised to supply Jeremiah with a loaf every 

day, until all the bread in the city was gone. If bread was still available at this time, then he wasn’t doing what he had 

promised to do. 

So Ebed-Melech had a powerful argument for the prophet’s release. Zedekiah agreed to release the prophet and sent 

someone else, other than himself, of course, to do the work. The Ethiopian, along with 30 others, rescued the prophet 

from the cistern, and they took great care in doing so. They gave thought to his comfort by supplying rags so that he 

wasn’t given rope burns as he was lifted out. 

Just a little side-line here. As I was checking my notes I noticed that many scholars believed that 30 people were far 

too many to go and get one man out of a cistern, so for this reason they have amended God’s word, and said that there 

were only three. Verse 10 specifically says, ‘30’, and I understand that all versions, except possibly one, of the 

Hebrew text say ‘thirty’. 

Although some say 30 is too many, three seem to be too many. At least three or four, or more, would be needed to 

pull Jeremiah up from the mud, remember the mud was up to his neck. One or two would have been needed to go and 

get the ropes. Two would have been needed to go and get the rags. And one, presumably the Ethiopian, would need to 

be in charge of the operation. The others would have been armed and ready to meet any attack from the officials. 

What is my personal opinion? Who cares! Some men went along, as ordered by the king, to lift Jeremiah out of the 

cistern. Does it really matter how many? Why does there have to be pages of commentaries by different scholars 

arguing over this issue? 

‘Then King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah the prophet and had him brought to the third entrance to the temple of the 
LORD. ‘I am going to ask you something,’ the king said to Jeremiah. ‘Do not hide anything from me.’ Jeremiah said 

to Zedekiah, ‘If I give you an answer, will you not kill me? Even if I did give you counsel, you would not listen to 
me.’ But King Zedekiah swore this oath secretly to Jeremiah: ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who has given us breath, 

I will neither kill you nor hand you over to those who want to kill you.’ Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ‘This is 
what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, your 
life will be spared, and this city will not be burned down; you and your family will live. But if you will not surrender 
to the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians and they will burn it 
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down; you yourself will not escape from them.’ King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, ‘I am afraid of the Jews who have 
gone over to the Babylonians, for the Babylonians may hand me over to them and they will mistreat me.’ ‘They will 
not hand you over,’ Jeremiah replied. ‘Obey the LORD by doing what I tell you. Then it will go well with you, and 

your life will be spared. But if you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to me: All the women left 
in the palace of the king of Judah will be brought out to the officials of the king of Babylon. Those women will say to 
you: ‘They misled you and overcame you—those trusted friends of yours. Your feet are sunk in the mud; your friends 
have deserted you.’ ‘All your wives and children will be brought out to the Babylonians. You yourself will not escape 
from their hands but will be captured by the king of Babylon; and this city will be burned down.’ Jeremiah 38:14-23 

Once again Zedekiah consults with Jeremiah. But this time he said to Jeremiah, don’t hide anything from me. And 

once again Jeremiah tells him it as it is, if you surrender to the Babylonians you will be spared, if you don’t then you 

will be severely punished. 

I like the latter part of verse 22, ‘your feet are sunk in the mud.’ 

This is quite funny because shortly before this Jeremiah himself was up to his neck in mud. Perhaps the experience 

was still fresh in his mind, which gave him a good personal example to use before the king. So, Zedekiah gets the 

message quite clearly. 

Why didn’t Zedekiah take notice of Jeremiah’s prophetic warning? 

Perhaps because he feared the mockery of the Jews that had already been taken into captivity. But verse 22 is 

advising the king that, if he doesn’t obey God’s word, he will be taunted by his own household, including women 

from his harem. 

But Zedekiah still felt that he knew better than God, so off he went to Babylon. However, he never actually saw 

Babylon, because his sons were killed before his very eyes, and his eyes were put out. He wasn’t the first, neither will 

he be the last, to make the mistake of ignoring God’s word. 

Verse 14 talks about the ‘third entrance to the temple.’ 

Nothing is really known about this entrance. It may have been a private entrance from the temple to the palace. In 

fact, it needed to be a quiet and private entrance as it was chosen for a very private interview. 

‘Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, ‘Do not let anyone know about this conversation, or you may die. If the officials 
hear that I talked with you, and they come to you and say, ‘Tell us what you said to the king and what the king said to 
you; do not hide it from us or we will kill you,’ then tell them, ‘I was pleading with the king not to send me back to 
Jonathan’s house to die there.’ All the officials did come to Jeremiah and question him, and he told them everything 
the king had ordered him to say. So, they said no more to him, for no one had heard his conversation with the king. 
And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard until the day Jerusalem was captured. This is how Jerusalem 

was taken:’ Jeremiah 38:24-28 

These verses are self-explanatory. Jeremiah only told the officials what the king had told him to tell them. So, he 

didn’t give the king away. Zedekiah didn’t want his officials to know what they had discussed, so he said, if these 

officials ask you why you went to see the king, tell them, ‘I was pleading with the king not to send me back to 

Jonathon’s house.’ 

This was a good ploy by Zedekiah. The officials would have known how much Jeremiah had hated the dungeon 

below Jonathon’s house. And we know from verse 27 that the officials were more than happy with this explanation. 

Jeremiah had told the truth, if not all of the truth, and it certainly helped both Jeremiah and Zedekiah. 

I guess we could marvel at the genius of Zedekiah because he had so skilfully deceived these officials. The final verse 

tells us that Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the palace until the day that Jerusalem was captured. 



107 

CHAPTER 39 

The Fall of Jerusalem is now very close. For years the sordid details of Judah’s sin have been brought out, and some 

have already paid the price. And for years the fall of the city was foretold. The final instalment is now due. In this 

chapter, we have the record of the disaster itself. 

There are no less than four Biblical of the Fall of Jerusalem. 

1. The one in this chapter. Jeremiah 29. 

2. The account in the very last chapter of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 52. 

3. In 2 Kings 25. 

4. In 2 Chronicles 36. 

The length of the siege was just one day short of 18 months, from January 588 B.C. to July 587 B.C. 

‘In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against 
Jerusalem with his whole army and laid siege to it. And on the ninth day of the fourth month of Zedekiah’s eleventh 

year, the city wall was broken through. Then all the officials of the king of Babylon came and took seats in the 
Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer of Samgar, Nebo-Sarsekim a chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official and all the 

other officials of the king of Babylon. When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled; they left 
the city at night by way of the king’s garden, through the gate between the two walls, and headed toward the Arabah. 
But the Babylonian army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. They captured him and took 

him to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced sentence on him. 
There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes and also killed all the nobles of 
Judah. Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes and bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon.’ Jeremiah 39:1-

7 

After a siege that has lasted the best part of three years the Babylonian forces eventually find a weak spot. A breach 

in the city wall has allowed the invaders to take the city by storm. Amidst the commotion and fear, Zedekiah and his 

officers try to make their escape during the nighttime. 

Verse 4 tells us that they left by the way of the king’s garden. This was by the Pool of Siloam, where some years later 

Jesus would heal the blind man. Nehemiah 3:15 tells us that the wall of the Pool of Siloam was ‘by the King’s 

Garden’, and talks about the steps that go down from the city of David. 

This is probably where Zedekiah and his officers tried to make their escape. The gate mentioned here is probably the 

Fountain Gate that Nehemiah mentions in the same verse of Nehemiah 3. Look at Nehemiah 2:14 / Nehemiah 

12:37 also. The ‘Arabah’ was the deep valley of the Jordan, north of the Dead Sea. 

The names of these Babylonian officials aren’t of much interest to anybody. Some scholars believe that they are 

names of titles, not their actual names. You will notice that we have one name repeated, Nergal-Sharezer. 

Does that mean that there were two generals of the same name? What difference does it make? 

Zedekiah is captured $whilst trying to escape. So, all that was prophesied about him came to pass. Jeremiah 32:4-

5 / Jeremiah 34:4-5 / Nehemiah 12:12-13. 

Verse 5 tells us that Zedekiah was taken to Riblah. This was about 200 miles northeast of Jerusalem. This is evidently 

where Nebuchadnezzar remained whilst he entrusted the siege of Jerusalem to his army. It was here at Riblah that 

Nebuchadnezzar had his headquarters where he was fully equipped to destroy his enemies, and where he pronounced 

sentence on Zedekiah. 

Versa 7 tells us that they ‘put out Zedekiah’s eye.’ 
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Ancient kings liked to perform such acts of cruelty and often did so with their own hands. I won’t go through the 

details of how they executed this punishment, other than to tell you it was quite gory. Sometimes they did this by 

putting a red-hot iron against the eyes. 

What was so bad about this was, that he had to witness the execution of his sons before receiving his own 

punishment. The last thing he ever saw in his lifetime was his sons being put to death. 

‘The Babylonians set fire to the royal palace and the houses of the people and broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 
Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard carried into exile to Babylon the people who remained in the city, 

along with those who had gone over to him, and the rest of the people. But Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard 
left behind in the land of Judah some of the poor people, who owned nothing; and at that time, he gave them 

vineyards and fields.’ Jeremiah 39:8-10 

It seems strange that the destruction of the temple is not included in verse 8. We know from the last chapter of 

Jeremiah, Jeremiah 52:13, that ‘they set fire to the temple of the Lord.’ This is a good lesson for us here. We must 

learn to read all that the Bible says and not question every little detail. We know from the Gospels that each writer 

wrote what he saw and thus did not include all the details that other writers used. 

If you were to ask four witnesses to say what they saw in a road accident, their stories would not be word-for-word 

identical. In fact, if they were, the police would believe that they had got together beforehand to concoct their 

evidence. 

‘Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had given these orders about Jeremiah through Nebuzaradan commander of 
the imperial guard: ‘Take him and look after him; don’t harm him but do for him whatever he asks.’ So Nebuzaradan 
the commander of the guard, Nebushazban a chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official and all the other officers of 
the king of Babylon sent and had Jeremiah taken out of the courtyard of the guard. They turned him over to Gedaliah 
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him back to his home. So, he remained among his own people.’ Jeremiah 

39:11-14 

Here we have a great example of God’s providence. Obviously, Nebuchadnezzar must have been told about 

Jeremiah’s work, and his messages of surrender, which is why he treated him so well. How ironic it is that his own 

people imprisoned him, and his enemy set him free. 

Notice that Jeremiah is entrusted to Gedaliah, who was the son of the man who earlier had saved Jeremiah’s 

life, Jeremiah 26:24. 

Some scholars say that it cannot be true that Jeremiah was taken from the courtyard of the guard when Jeremiah 

40:1 the next chapter we will be studying says, that he was bound in chains and, with other captives, taken to Ramah. 

Once again, we should remember that we are here dealing with a brief summary of events, and we don’t have detailed 

reports of every activity. Jeremiah’s book would be as big as the Bible itself if we had every little detail. 

To answer such questions, we would need details like, when did Nebuchadnezzar’s orders reach his commander in 

the field? Had Zedekiah’s house already been burnt? Where exactly was Jeremiah when the general got his orders? 

Was Jeremiah released twice, once from the courtyard and once from Ramah? Was Jeremiah’s release from the 

courtyard an official release? Or did he and the other prisoners escape when the palace was destroyed? 

We cannot answer these questions, nor do we need such details to understand the story. 

Why should men living 25 centuries after the event want detailed applications of all the mysteries in the Bible? 

I believe that we should enjoy studying God’s word, having full confidence that His word is true, and every man a 

liar. 
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Jeremiah was handed over to Gedaliah. This man was appointed as governor of defeated Judah by Nebuchadnezzar. 

He was to govern the poor people who remained in Judah, the people that the Babylonians had left to look after the 

fields and vineyards. Jeremiah was safe in his hands, it is believed that Gedaliah had control as governor for the next 

five years. 

‘While Jeremiah had been confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the LORD came to him: ‘Go and tell 
Ebed-Melek the Cushite, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I am about to fulfil my words 

against this city—words concerning disaster, not prosperity. At that time, they will be fulfilled before your eyes. But I 
will rescue you on that day, declares the LORD; you will not be given into the hands of those you fear. I will save 

you; you will not fall by the sword but will escape with your life, because you trust in me, declares the LORD.’ 
Jeremiah 39:15-18 

We read ‘you will not be handed over to those you fear.’ The evil officials would have murdered Ebed-Melech if they 

had had the opportunity, but they themselves were destroyed at the command of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Many scholars believe that this section should have a comma at the end of chapter 38, but I don’t think it matters 

whether or not this is in chronological order. After all, much of Jeremiah is not in chronological order. It is, however, 

important for us to know that, because this man believed in Jeremiah, he is classed as putting his trust in God. 

And what was his reward? 

When the city eventually falls, his life will be rewarded. In Matthew 16:25 Jesus said, ‘Whoever wants to save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.’ 

I suppose we could apply Ebed-Melech’s life to this, his life was saved because he was willing to lose it. 

This chapter, and chapter 52, give some details of the Fall of Jerusalem. Chapter 52 is regarded as the historical 

chapter that was added some years after Jeremiah died. 

Before we move on, let me remind you if you would like to get a better picture of what happened, a more detailed 

picture of the Fall. To do that, you need to read the Book of Lamentations. 

This book is also believed to be written by Jeremiah, who was an eyewitness to the actual Fall. Lamentations pictures 

Jeremiah sitting on a hill, opposite Jerusalem, and giving us all the sad details of the Fall. I suppose you could call it 

sad and gory details. 

CHAPTER 40 

This and the following five chapters mainly deal with the life and history of Jeremiah after the Fall of Jerusalem. 

‘The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD after Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had released him 
at Ramah. He had found Jeremiah bound in chains among all the captives from Jerusalem and Judah who were being 
carried into exile to Babylon. When the commander of the guard found Jeremiah, he said to him, ‘The LORD your 

God decreed this disaster for this place. And now the LORD has brought it about; he has done just as he said he 
would. All this happened because you people sinned against the LORD and did not obey him. But today I am freeing 
you from the chains on your wrists. Come with me to Babylon, if you like, and I will look after you; but if you do not 

want to, then don’t come. Look, the whole country lies before you; go wherever you please.’ However, before 
Jeremiah turned to go, Nebuzaradan added, ‘Go back to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king 

of Babylon has appointed over the towns of Judah, and live with him among the people, or go anywhere else you 
please.’ Then the commander gave him provisions and a present and let him go. So, Jeremiah went to Gedaliah son of 

Ahikam at Mizpah and stayed with him among the people who were left behind in the land.’ Jeremiah 40:1-6 
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Strange as it may seem, it is the commander of the Babylonian army, Nebuzaradan, who recognises the reasons why 

Jerusalem is in ruins. 

So, what did he actually know? 

1. That God had pronounced the sentence on Judah, and 

2. That all of this happened because the people sinned against the Lord and didn’t obey Him. 

In verse 3 the commander is not accusing Jeremiah personally of sin, but he is accusing the Jews in general. He 

recognised that Jeremiah was not responsible for the rebellion, and he is therefore freed. Jeremiah has to make a big 

decision here. 

He has three options. 

1. To go with Nebuzaradan to Babylon, where he will be treated well. 

2. To go wherever he wanted to in Judah, or 

3. To go and live with Gedaliah. 

Jeremiah decided to go and live with Gedaliah and he was given food and a reward. It would appear that 

Nebuzaradan had spent a lot of time with the appointed governor, Gedaliah, and it was presumably through Gedaliah 

that the commander of the army had learned all about Jeremiah’s life-long campaign to try and persuade God’s 

people to turn back to God. 

We read, ‘Before Jeremiah turned to go,’ the commander said, ‘Go back to Gedaliah.’ 

We don’t see Jeremiah commenting on this, but he obviously wanted to go back to Gedaliah. In effect, he elected to 

live in poverty and hardship with the poor people who remained in Judah. 

Gedaliah’s home was in Mizpah. There were several places called Mizpah, this one was the Benjaminite town near 

Gibeon and Ramah, a few miles northwest of Jerusalem. Mizpah was probably chosen as the headquarters for 

Gedaliah because, apparently, it had been spared the devastation of war. Certainly, archaeologists have not found any 

evidence of its destruction. 

‘When all the army officers and their men who were still in the open country heard that the king of Babylon had 
appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam as governor over the land and had put him in charge of the men, women and 

children who were the poorest in the land and who had not been carried into exile to Babylon, they came to Gedaliah 
at Mizpah—Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons 
of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maakathite, and their men. Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son 
of Shaphan, took an oath to reassure them and their men. ‘Do not be afraid to serve the Babylonians,’ he said. ‘Settle 
down in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you. I myself will stay at Mizpah to represent 
you before the Babylonians who come to us, but you are to harvest the wine, summer fruit and olive oil, and put them 
in your storage jars, and live in the towns you have taken over.’ When all the Jews in Moab, Ammon, Edom and all 

the other countries heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah son of 
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, as governor over them, they all came back to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, 
from all the countries where they had been scattered. And they harvested an abundance of wine and summer fruit.’ 

Jeremiah 40:7-12 

The regulations for the remnant staying in the land were that they were to gather wine, oil, etc., and store them. This 

was obviously to serve the Babylonians and ensure peace and goodwill. 

‘Settle down in the land and serve the king of Babylon.’ Gedaliah’s message was one of peace and encouragement. 

He was the governor, the representative of the king of Babylon. Gedaliah assured them that there would be no 
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problems if they served the king of Babylon. This was all that was left for this once proud nation, to settle down and 

serve their new masters. 

The remnant is to ‘harvest the wine, the summer fruit and oil.’ 

The city had fallen in July. Winter would be here soon. They may have had a food problem, and they probably had to 

survive for a while on dried fruits and vegetables. Verse 12 says that ‘they all came back to the land of Judah.’ 

Many of the Jews would have fled to places of refuge during the siege, now they were ready to return. 

‘Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers still in the open country came to Gedaliah at Mizpah and said to 
him, ‘Don’t you know that Baalis king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael son of Nethaniah to take your life?’ But 

Gedaliah son of Ahikam did not believe them. Then Johanan son of Kareah said privately to Gedaliah in Mizpah, ‘Let 
me go and kill Ishmael son of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why should he take your life and cause all the 

Jews who are gathered around you to be scattered and the remnant of Judah to perish?’ But Gedaliah son of Ahikam 
said to Johanan son of Kareah, ‘Don’t do such a thing! What you are saying about Ishmael is not true.’ Jeremiah 

40:13-16 

Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, wants to take the life of Gedaliah. This may have been because Gedaliah appeared 

to be a friend of the Babylonians. Whatever his life is in danger. But Gedaliah dismissed the claim as untrue, it seems 

incredible that he should have disbelieved this rumour, which was backed up by ‘all the army officers.’ 

It seems as if everybody, except Gedaliah, knew about it. Perhaps he thought that Johanan had an old score to settle 

with this messenger, Ishmael and that he saw this as an opportunity to do so. But Gedaliah misjudged the situation, he 

didn’t even investigate the accusation, at least, as far as we know he didn’t. This would prove to be true, as we will 

see in the next chapter. 

Gedaliah was a man of integrity and ability, but he seemed to be totally lacking in the skill of evaluating men. Or 

perhaps he was overconfident, perhaps he felt that he had the backing of the whole force of Babylon and that his 

message of peace and encouragement would be accepted by all. 

‘Why should he take your life and cause all the Jews, to be scattered.’ When we look at the next chapter we will see 

that the sword of Ishmael will end Gedaliah’s life, that the Jews will indeed scatter. Whilst Gedaliah was alive there 

seemed to be hope for the remnant, now that hope has gone. 

CHAPTER 41 

All of the events of this chapter centre around the treacherous murder of Gedaliah. 

An outline for this chapter would be: 

1. The murder of the governor. Jeremiah 41:1-3. 

2. The murder of the mourners. Jeremiah 41:4-7. 

3. The captives at Mizpah are taken. Jeremiah 41:8-10. 

4. Ishmael is defeated, but escapes. Jeremiah 41:11-15. 

5. The people with Johanan are on their way to Egypt. Jeremiah 41:16-18. 

The length of Gedaliah’s tenure as governor is disputed by many scholars. It seems that it was for about five years. 

This is based on a Jewish belief that it lasted until 582 B.C. Others believe that he was only two or three months as 

governor. It is one of those queries that we cannot really answer, but does it really matter? 
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‘In the seventh month Ishmael son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, who was of royal blood and had been one of 

the king’s officers, came with ten men to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah. While they were eating together there, 
Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were with him got up and struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the 
son of Shaphan, with the sword, killing the one whom the king of Babylon had appointed as governor over the land. 
Ishmael also killed all the men of Judah who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, as well as the Babylonian soldiers who 

were there.’ Jeremiah 41:1-3 

All that Johanan predicted came to pass. At the climax of a social meal. Ishmael gets up and kills Gedaliah, along 

with his friends. He even killed the personal bodyguard that had been left to take care of Gedaliah. The death of the 

Babylonian soldiers alone would be a good enough reason for the Babylonians to react. 

Some scholars believe that Ishmael was a descendant of David through Elishama, 2 Samuel 5:16, and that Ishmael 

was jealous because Nebuchadnezzar had not considered his royal connection before promoting Gedaliah to governor 

wickedness in the history of God’s people, but rarely do we find anything quite so bad as this. 

He violated God’s law, and he violated the law of hospitality, i.e., that no one eats another man’s bread, and then 

murders him. One good thing, Ishmael disappears from history after this chapter. 

‘The day after Gedaliah’s assassination, before anyone knew about it, eighty men who had shaved off their beards, 
torn their clothes and cut themselves came from Shechem, Shiloh and Samaria, bringing grain offerings and incense 
with them to the house of the LORD. Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he 
went. When he met them, he said, ‘Come to Gedaliah son of Ahikam.’ When they went into the city, Ishmael son of 
Nethaniah and the men who were with him slaughtered them and threw them into a cistern. But ten of them said to 

Ishmael, ‘Don’t kill us! We have wheat and barley, olive oil and honey, hidden in a field.’ So, he let them alone and 
did not kill them with the others.’ Jeremiah 41:4-8 

A group of confused mourners are next on the hit list. It seems that they had come to mourn the Fall of Jerusalem. 

What they were doing was something that was quite common following such a terrible calamity as this. 

They would be shaven, their clothes would be torn, and their bodies would be beaten as a sign of outward grief. They 

had brought grain offerings and incense to the temple, to the house of the Lord, even though the temple no longer 

existed. 

Ishmael met them with crocodile tears, weeping and pretending he cared, but in actual fact, he was out to deceive 

them. Because news of Gedaliah’s death had not leaked out. they had no reason to fear Ishmael, 70 of these mourners 

lost their lives, and 10 just about saved their skins. 

There are some interesting points here. Despite what has happened, some of the Jews still wanted to worship God in 

Jerusalem. And it seems that, even though the house of the Lord had been destroyed, they still felt that, the ruins of 

the temple, was the place to meet God. And even to this day, the western wall of the temple ruins is considered sacred 

to the Jews. 

‘Don’t kill us, we have wheat and barley, hidden in afield.’ This was a kind of bribe, but Ishmael let them live. One 

wonders why he didn’t kill them, once he found out where the supplies were hidden. It was the custom in those days 

to hide such supplies by covering them with a layer of earth. 

‘Now the cistern where he threw all the bodies of the men he had killed along with Gedaliah was the one King Asa 
had made as part of his defence against Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael son of Nethaniah filled it with the dead. 

Ishmael made captives of all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah—the king’s daughters along with all the 
others who were left there, over whom Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had appointed Gedaliah son of 
Ahikam. Ishmael son of Nethaniah took them captive and set out to cross over to the Ammonites.’ Jeremiah 41:9-10 

Ishmael disposes of the evidence by casting the corpses down a huge cistern. This was a cistern that King Asa built, 

and is a bit of a puzzle. The accounts in 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles do not shed any light on the matter, 1 Kings 

15:21ff and 2 Chronicles 16:6. 
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Asa had built a city and it was necessary to store water there just in case of a siege. Perhaps this is the answer to the 

query. Ishmael knows that he is no longer safe in Judah and decides to beat a hasty retreat to the Ammonites. 

I think the explanation of this was to show that this was no ordinary cistern. It was obviously a large cistern, believed 

to have been built to hold sufficient water for a whole city. And it would have needed to be large to hold the many 

people who had been killed. 

‘When Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him heard about all the crimes Ishmael son of 
Nethaniah had committed, they took all their men and went to fight Ishmael son of Nethaniah. They caught up with 
him near the great pool in Gibeon. When all the people Ishmael had with him saw Johanan son of Kareah and the 
army officers who were with him, they were glad. All the people Ishmael had taken captive at Mizpah turned and 

went over to Johanan son of Kareah. But Ishmael son of Nethaniah and eight of his men escaped from Johanan and 
fled to the Ammonites. Then Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him led away all the 

people of Mizpah who had survived, whom Johanan had recovered from Ishmael son of Nethaniah after Ishmael had 
assassinated Gedaliah son of Ahikam—the soldiers, women, children and court officials he had recovered from 

Gibeon. And they went on, stopping at Geruth Kimham near Bethlehem on their way to Egypt to escape the 
Babylonians. They were afraid of them because Ishmael son of Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom 

the king of Babylon had appointed as governor over the land.’ Jeremiah 41:11-18 

How Johanan got word of Ishmael’s atrocities is not known, but he vowed to avenge Gedaliah’s death. So, he 

marches to intercept Ishmael near Gibeon. The captives were glad to see him and went over to Johanan, but Ishmael 

and eight others escaped to the Ammonites. Johanan and the others stayed near Bethlehem intending to go to Egypt. 

They believed that the Babylonians would come for sure…to avenge the death of Gedaliah. 

Verse 17 talks about Geruth Kimham. near Bethlehem. Little is known about this place. The name Kimham is 

mentioned in 2 Samuel 19:37. It is mentioned as the name of a man that King David rewarded. He was believed to be 

the son of a wealthy friend of David’s, called Barzillai. 

CHAPTER 42 

A suggested outline of this chapter. 

1. The people ask Jeremiah to seek God’s guidance. Jeremiah 42:1-3. 

2. Jeremiah promises to pray, and the people promise to obey God. Jeremiah 42:4-6. 

3. After 10 days, God replies. Jeremiah 42:7-8. 

4. They are commanded to stay in Judah. Jeremiah 42:9-12. 

5. The severe warning if they go to Egypt. Jeremiah 42:13-18. 

6. A prophecy of destruction for those who go. Jeremiah 42:19-22. 

‘Then all the army officers, including Johanan son of Kareah and Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from 
the least to the greatest approached Jeremiah the prophet and said to him, ‘Please hear our petition and pray to the 
LORD your God for this entire remnant. For as you now see, though we were once many, now only a few are left. 
Pray that the LORD your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.’ ‘I have heard you,’ replied 
Jeremiah the prophet. ‘I will certainly pray to the LORD your God as you have requested; I will tell you everything 
the LORD says and will keep nothing back from you.’ Then they said to Jeremiah, ‘May the LORD be a true and 

faithful witness against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the LORD your God sends you to tell us. 
Whether it is favourable or unfavourable, we will obey the LORD our God, to whom we are sending you, so that it 

will go well with us, for we will obey the LORD our God.’ Jeremiah 42:1-6 
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Those who are left in Judah are now afraid of Nebuchadnezzar. They believe there will be repercussions because of 

the death of Gedaliah. So, they approach Jeremiah and ask him to seek God’s advice on the matter. Their actions will 

show that they still have a lot to learn with regard to placing implicit trust in God. 

Self-interest is still prevalent, they still believe that they know better than God. Basically, they are simply wanting 

God to approve of the plans that they have already decided upon, that is, to go to Egypt. So sure, are they that God 

will approve their plans that they actually take an oath to do whatever God tells them to do. 

This passage confirms that Jeremiah was among those rescued by Johanan from Ishmael. They didn’t have to go to 

him, because he was already with them. In Jeremiah 7:16, Jeremiah 11:14 and Jeremiah 14:11, God had told Jeremiah 

not to pray for the well-being of His people. But now he seems free to do so. And Jeremiah was happy to do so, but 

on the basis, that God was a God of the people, He was not just the God of Jeremiah. 

In verse 3 the people had said, ‘Pray to YOUR God.’ And in verse 4 Jeremiah says, ‘I will certainly pray to the Lord 

YOUR God.’ Verse 6 has the people saying, ‘Whether it is favourable or unfavourable, we will obey the Lord our 

God.’ 

And this promise seems to be very sincere. They are even calling upon God Himself, as a witness against them, if 

they should fail to keep their promise. 

‘Ten days later the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. So, he called together Johanan son of Kareah and all the 
army officers who were with him and all the people from the least to the greatest. He said to them, ‘This is what the 
LORD, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition, says: ‘If you stay in this land, I will build 

you up and not tear you down; I will plant you and not uproot you, for I have relented concerning the disaster I have 
inflicted on you. Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear. Do not be afraid of him, declares the 
LORD, for I am with you and will save you and deliver you from his hands. I will show you compassion so that he 

will have compassion on you and restore you to your land.’ Jeremiah 42:7-12 

Ten days later Jeremiah gives them God’s reply. They are told that they have no need to fear reprisals from Babylon. 

God tells them that He will prosper them, but only if they stay in their own land. 

Let’s say a little bit more about this statement, ‘Ten days later’. On previous occasions, it seems that God answered 

Jeremiah almost immediately. But here there is a delay of 10 days. Why? One scholar believes that it was to give 

Jeremiah time to get more news. I can’t believe that that was the case. 

I agree with other scholars who believe this was to give time to the people themselves to think about their situation, 

pray to God themselves, and await the arrival of God’s word. If that was the case it certainly didn’t work, because the 

people were busy preparing themselves to go into Egypt. They were determined to do their own will, and not God’s. 

‘However, if you say, ‘We will not stay in this land,’ and so disobey the LORD your God, and if you say, ‘No, we 
will go and live in Egypt, where we will not see war or hear the trumpet or be hungry for bread,’ then hear the word 

of the LORD, you remnant of Judah. This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you are 
determined to go to Egypt and you do go to settle there, then the sword you fear will overtake you there, and the 

famine you dread will follow you into Egypt, and there you will die. Indeed, all who are determined to go to Egypt to 
settle there will die by the sword, famine and plague; not one of them will survive or escape the disaster I will bring 

on them.’ Jeremiah 42:13-17 

These people would have known that Jeremiah’s messages were from God. They would have known that everything 

Jeremiah had prophesied came true. The reason that they approached Jeremiah on this occasion was because they 

knew that God would reveal His will through Jeremiah. It, therefore, seems incredible that they would stubbornly go 

to Egypt after all that Jeremiah told them. 

How could they be so blindly disobedient to the Word of God? 
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‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘As my anger and wrath have been poured out on those 
who lived in Jerusalem, so will my wrath be poured out on you when you go to Egypt. You will be a curse and an 

object of horror, a curse and an object of reproach; you will never see this place again.’ ‘Remnant of Judah, the 
LORD has told you, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ Be sure of this: I warn you today that you made a fatal mistake when you 
sent me to the LORD your God and said, ‘Pray to the LORD our God for us; tell us everything he says, and we will 
do it.’ I have told you today, but you still have not obeyed the LORD your God in all he sent me to tell you. So now, 
be sure of this: You will die by the sword, famine and plague in the place where you want to go to settle.’ Jeremiah 

42:18-22 

Jeremiah was telling the people about the promises of God, that were for their good. They would have security and 

salvation If they were to obey God, he warned them of the dangers of disobeying God, he told them that going to 

Egypt was a complete no-no, and he warned them about deceiving themselves. God knows the hearts of His people. 

He, therefore, knows that they don’t intend to stay in Judah. 

Notice in verse 18 that God doesn’t say ‘IF’ you decide to go to Egypt, but ‘WHEN’, when you go to Egypt. 

Verse 20 says, ‘you made a fatal mistake,’ they had said, tell us everything that God says, and we will do it. And 

verse 21 begins, ‘I have told you today.’ 

This implies that it was not under Zedekiah’s ruling, it was because of their own fears. So, what comes after this is no 

surprise. They had been warned. Safety doesn’t come with distance. Egypt was no more immune than Judah was. If 

the people had obeyed God’s word God would have saved them, and protected them. 

Let’s sum up this chapter. God’s message was: 

1. Stay in Judah and God will bless you and look after you. 

2. Go to Egypt and you will incur the wrath of God, and you will die by sword, famine and the plague, just as your 

brothers did at the Fall of Jerusalem. 

3. The very things that make you afraid to stay in Judah, will follow you into Egypt. 

CHAPTER 43 

This is a tragic, terrible chapter. Abraham’s descendants had spent many long years in slavery in Egypt. God had 

delivered them from that slavery, through His servant Moses. Now, some 900 years later, the defeated remnant from 

Jerusalem were back in Egypt. 

A suggested outline of this chapter is: 

1. Judah’s leaders reject the word of God. Jeremiah 43:1-4. 

2. Jeremiah and Baruch are themselves taken into Egypt. Jeremiah 43:5-7. 

3. The conquest of Egypt is prophesied. Jeremiah 43:8-11. 

4. The sacred gods of Egypt were destroyed. Jeremiah 43:12-13. 

‘When Jeremiah had finished telling the people all the words of the LORD their God—everything the LORD had sent 
him to tell them—Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, 

‘You are lying! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt to settle there.’ But Baruch 
son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the Babylonians, so they may kill us or carry us into exile 
to Babylon.’ So Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and all the people disobeyed the LORD’s command 

to stay in the land of Judah. Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers led away all the remnant of 
Judah who had come back to live in the land of Judah from all the nations where they had been scattered. They also 
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led away all those whom Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had left with Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the 

son of Shaphan—the men, the women, the children and the king’s daughters. And they took Jeremiah the prophet and 
Baruch son of Neriah along with them. So, they entered Egypt in disobedience to the LORD and went as far as 

Tahpanhes.’ Jeremiah 43:1-7 

Poor old Jeremiah. Another kick in the teeth for him. In calling him a liar, they were calling God a liar as well. 

Jeremiah told them what they didn’t want to know, and what they wouldn’t accept. History was repeating itself again. 

But what about their oath? Hadn’t they said, in the 6th verse of the last chapter, that even if God’s message is 

unfavourable to us, ‘we will obey the Lord our God.’ Their promise is forgotten. 

Obviously, they cannot take the blame, so they have to blame someone. So, they accuse Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary, 

of inciting Jeremiah to say these things because he, Baruch, wants them to be handed over to the Babylonians. This is 

their way of passing the buck. They had every intention of going to Egypt, and no one, not even God, was going to 

stop them. 

They left for Egypt on what was going to be a long haul for them. They even compelled Jeremiah and Baruch to go 

with them because they wouldn’t have left Judah by themselves, not after hearing the message from God. It is 

therefore certain that Jeremiah and Baruch were unwilling participants in this. So, they entered Egypt in disobedience 

to the Lord, a went as far as Tahpanhes. 

We don’t know of anything that Baruch had said or done that made the Jewish leaders point a finger at him. The 

suggestion that Baruch was the author of Jeremiah’s prophecies was just another of their lies. 

Jeremiah, who wouldn’t alter any of the messages that his God in heaven had given him, would he allow himself to 

be manipulated by his secretary? 

‘All the people disobeyed the Lord.’ 

Coffman says, ‘The insolent, loud-mouthed, arrogant, and confident claims of the false leaders quickly swept away 

all objections to their policies; and they proceed at once to Egypt.’ 

Jeremiah didn’t defend himself against charges of prophesying lies, he had enough faith in God to know who was 

speaking the truth and who was lying. Although this journey was tragic and pitiful, it was the fulfilment of Jeremiah’s 

prophecy in Jeremiah 24:8-10, that Jerusalem would become uninhabited. 

‘In Tahpanhes the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: ‘While the Jews are watching, take some large stones with 
you and bury them in clay in the brick pavement at the entrance to Pharaoh’s palace in Tahpanhes. Then say to them, 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I will send for my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and I will set his throne over these stones I have buried here; he will spread his royal canopy above them. 
He will come and attack Egypt, bringing death to those destined for death, captivity to those destined for captivity, 
and the sword to those destined for the sword. He will set fire to the temples of the gods of Egypt; he will burn their 
temples and take their gods captive. As a shepherd picks his garment clean of lice, so he will pick Egypt clean and 

depart. There in the temple of the sun in Egypt he will demolish the sacred pillars and will burn down the temples of 
the gods of Egypt.’ Jeremiah 43:8-13 

It’s no surprise to read God’s next message to the remnant, which is one of disaster. They had previously called God 

a liar, so what is about to come to them is rightly deserved. Having reached the city of Tahpanhes, in Egypt, they 

settled down to live there. 

Jeremiah is told to take some large stones and, whilst the Jews are watching him, bury them in the clay in the brick 

pavement at the entrance of Pharaoh’s palace in Tahpanhes. 

God’s message was to show that Nebuchadnezzar would build upon that site, and be the ruler of that city. So, what 

the remnant had run away from, came to them regardless. The city was excavated by a French archaeologist in the 
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19th Century. He cleared the paved area in front of the entrance to the royal palace and identified the pavement 

mentioned. 

Nebuchadnezzar will come to Egypt and bring death and destruction. Some scholars do not believe that this 

happened. A Babylonian historian confirms the conquest of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Jewish historian, 

Josephus, declares that Nebuchadnezzar fell upon Egypt and subdued it, he slew the king, and then reigned there. 

Josephus also says, ‘He also took those Jews that were their captives, and led them away to Babylon.’ 

There is also some archaeological evidence that Nebuchadnezzar invaded Egypt. There is an ancient inscription that 

confirms the fact that Nebuchadnezzar invaded Egypt in 568 B.C. when Amasis was Pharaoh. 

CHAPTER 44 

We have seen the prophecies of Jeremiah throughout his book, but this chapter is believed to be his final prophecy, 

that is, chronologically speaking. It seems that right up to the very end of his life, this great 6th Century B.C. servant 

of God was serving his God. 

We don’t know the exact date of this writing, but we know that it came after the events we have just dealt with 

in Jeremiah 43. We know this because we are told here that the remnant was living in various cities of Egypt, which 

seems to indicate that they had been in Egypt for some time. 

A suggested outline of this chapter would be: 

1. Jeremiah warned them that their fate would be the same as that of Jerusalem’s if they disobeyed. Jeremiah 44:1-7. 

2. Worshipping idols would destroy them. Jeremiah 44:8-10. 

3. Sword, Famine and Plague, your reward. Jeremiah 44:11-14. 4. We will worship the Queen of Heaven. Jeremiah 

44:15-19. 

5. Jeremiah warns of punishment for their false reasons. Jeremiah 44:20-23. 

6. God will keep His word. Jeremiah 44:24-30. 

‘This word came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews living in Lower Egypt—in Migdol, Tahpanhes and Memphis— 
and in Upper Egypt: ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You saw the great disaster I brought 
on Jerusalem and on all the towns of Judah. Today they lie deserted and in ruins because of the evil they have done. 

They aroused my anger by burning incense to and worshiping other gods that neither they nor you nor your ancestors 
ever knew. Again, and again I sent my servants the prophets, who said, ‘Do not do this detestable thing that I hate!’ 

But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn from their wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. 
Therefore, my fierce anger was poured out; it raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem and made 

them the desolate ruins they are today.’ Jeremiah 44:1-6 

These verses recap the recent events concerning Judah. Migdol is a Canaanite term meaning tower or fortress. The 

proper name of the city is Magdala, mentioned in the Tel el Amana tablets. Pathros was the designation of upper or 

lower Egypt. Jeremiah gives an overall view of the previous and present rebellions, of the people, the remnant, 

against God. 

Surely, they could not fall to see the consequences of their behaviour? 

They are also warned against committing the same awful sin of idol worship, as their forefathers did. 

It is believed that the location of this event was in the southern end of Egypt. It is also believed that Jews from all 

over Egypt had gathered at this spot for some kind of festival, to the Queen of Heaven. The women were taking the 



118 

leading role in this. Jeremiah comes amongst them. He warns them to repent and turn back to God, and he reminds 

them of what happened to Jerusalem and the surrounding towns in Judah. 

Have you forgotten that God punished his people back home for doing the very same things that you are now doing? 

Isn’t marvellous to see how Jeremiah continues his great work for God? 

This may be his last message, but despite the rebellion of God’s people, Jeremiah remains faithful to the cause. 

‘Now this is what the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Why bring such great disaster on yourselves by 
cutting off from Judah the men and women, the children and infants, and so leave yourselves without a remnant? 
Why arouse my anger with what your hands have made, burning incense to other gods in Egypt, where you have 
come to live? You will destroy yourselves and make yourselves a curse and an object of reproach among all the 

nations on earth. Have you forgotten the wickedness committed by your ancestors and by the kings and queens of 
Judah and the wickedness committed by you and your wives in the land of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem? To this 

day they have not humbled themselves or shown reverence, nor have they followed my law and the decrees I set 
before you and your ancestors. ‘Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I am determined 
to bring disaster on you and to destroy all Judah. I will take away the remnant of Judah who were determined to go to 
Egypt to settle there. They will all perish in Egypt; they will fall by the sword or die from famine. From the least to 

the greatest, they will die by sword or famine. They will become a curse and an object of horror, a curse and an object 
of reproach. I will punish those who live in Egypt with the sword, famine and plague, as I punished Jerusalem. None 
of the remnant of Judah who have gone to live in Egypt will escape or survive to return to the land of Judah, to which 

they long to return and live; none will return except a few fugitives.’ Jeremiah 44:7-14 

Punishment will be severe if they don’t obey God’s commands. The remnant will perish, and there will only be a 

handful of survivors. Verse 9 compares the wickedness of the queens of Judah and the wickedness of the ordinary 

wives back in their homeland. 

The mention of the queens of Judah reminds us of the queens of Solomon, who worshipped pagan temples for 

themselves, and led Solomon to worship them. 

These verses warn the people, that they will have no part in the future plans of God. The future of God’s people will 

rest with the remnant that returns from Babylon, not with the remnant in Egypt. They may still be dreaming of 

returning to Judah, but they will die in Egypt. 

‘Then all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense to other gods, along with all the women who were 
present—a large assembly—and all the people living in Lower and Upper Egypt, said to Jeremiah, ‘We will not listen 
to the message you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD! We will certainly do everything we said we would: 
We will burn incense to the Queen of Heaven and will pour out drink offerings to her just as we and our ancestors, 
our kings and our officials did in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. At that time, we had plenty of 

food and were well off and suffered no harm. But ever since we stopped burning incense to the Queen of Heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have had nothing and have been perishing by sword and famine.’ The women 

added, ‘When we burned incense to the Queen of Heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did not our husbands 
know that we were making cakes impressed with her image and pouring out drink offerings to her?’ Jeremiah 44:15-

19 

As soon as they entered the land, they were embracing the gods of Egypt. As I’ve already said, it was the women who 

were the main culprits, and they encouraged their men to offer drink offerings and to burn incense. Despite all the 

warnings, the remnant carried on in their destructive ways. 

They thought that IF, as their forefathers had done, they offered to Molech and Ishtar, then food would be plentiful, 

just as it was in the previous days. Their mistake was in thinking that God okayed this. They did not realise that God 

allowed them to destroy themselves by their foolish actions. He took so much from them, and then He punished them. 
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WHO WAS THIS QUEEN OF HEAVEN? 

She has been identified with many female goddesses, such as Ashtaroth, Ishtar, Venus, and Aphrodite. She was 

considered to be the goddess of fertility, the female equivalent of Baal. There was absolutely no reason for God’s 

people to be worshipping a sex goddess instead of worshipping God Himself. 

It was obviously, the kind of sexual pleasures they achieved from this that attracted them to this kind of worship. A 

similar problem is clearly shown in Numbers 25, where God’s people preferred this kind of worship to that 

commanded by God. 

In verse 18 the people claimed that it was only because they had stopped worshipping the Queen of Heaven that all of 

the problems appeared, they had received nothing but perishing by famine and the sword since they stopped burning 

incense! 

They are probably referring to the reign of the good king, Josiah. whose reforms led to idol worship being stopped. 

He stopped all of the shameful wickedness prevalent at that time. Now they are claiming that it was the reforms that 

caused the disaster in Jerusalem and that their worship of idols had done more good for them than God had done. 

The harlot in Hosea 2:5 says, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, 

my oil and my drink.’ 

Like the remnant in Egypt, she didn’t realise that all these good things came from God. 

In verse 19 the women seem to be saying, don’t think we did all this without our husband’s approval. Like all of these 

so-called gods, the worship of the Queen of Heaven had connections with astrology. They with the sun, the moon, 

and the stars. You may recall the words of Stephen in Acts 7:42 when he said, ‘God turned away and gave them over 

to the worship of the heavenly bodies.’ 

It was to this type of goddess that Stephen was referring. to 

‘Then Jeremiah said to all the people, both men and women, who were answering him, ‘Did not the LORD remember 
and call to mind the incense burned in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem by you and your ancestors, 
your kings and your officials and the people of the land? When the LORD could no longer endure your wicked 

actions and the detestable things you did, your land became a curse and a desolate waste without inhabitants, as it 
is today. Because you have burned incense and have sinned against the LORD and have not obeyed him or followed 
his law or his decrees or his stipulations, this disaster has come upon you, as you now see.’ Then Jeremiah said to all 

the people, including the women, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah in Egypt. This is what the 
LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You and your wives have done what you said you would do when you 

promised, ‘We will certainly carry out the vows we made to burn incense and pour out drink offerings to the Queen 
of Heaven.’ ‘Go ahead then, do what you promised! Keep your vows! But hear the word of the LORD, all you Jews 
living in Egypt: ‘I swear by my great name,’ says the LORD, ‘that no one from Judah living anywhere in Egypt will 

ever again invoke my name or swear, “As surely as the Sovereign LORD lives.’ For I am watching over them for 
harm, not for good; the Jews in Egypt will perish by sword and famine until they are all destroyed. Those who escape 
the sword and return to the land of Judah from Egypt will be very few. Then the whole remnant of Judah who came 

to live in Egypt will know whose word will stand—mine or theirs. ‘This will be the sign to you that I will punish you 
in this place,’ declares the LORD, ‘so that you will know that my threats of harm against you will surely stand.’ This 
is what the LORD says: ‘I am going to deliver Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hands of his enemies who want 
to kill him, just as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the enemy who 

wanted to kill him.’ Jeremiah 44:20-30 

In verse 21 Jeremiah is as good as saying, do you think that all of these people, who worship idols such as the Queen 

of Heaven, really succeeded because of them? 

If that is what you believe, think about the land of Judah, and the ruin in which you left it! 
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Here we have Jeremiah’s last words to this remnant. He reaffirms his belief that worshipping idols and turning their 

backs on God were the causes of Judah’s recent downfall. And because they had learnt nothing from this, it would 

also be the cause of their downfall. 

Jeremiah then throws down the challenge to them, carry on your ways if you want to, but, if you do, God will surely 

punish you. Their end would come about by the overthrow of Pharaoh. Captivity was to be the future reward for 

Egypt as well. 

We don’t know if Jeremiah lived long enough to see this prophecy fulfilled. We do know that he was killed in Egypt 

by those who hated him. He was killed because he faithfully carried the messages of God to a people who thought 

that they knew better than him and better than God. 

CHAPTER 45 

This small chapter, which only has five verses, is a message from God to Baruch. Many scholars believe that this 

chapter should, chronologically, follow Jeremiah 36:8. But it could have been placed here intentionally. We know 

from our study of this book so far that very little of it is in chronologically order. 

You get the impression that Jeremiah has just finished writing something and then remembers something else, and 

because there is no space to include it after what he wrote a few chapters back, he, therefore, inserts this extra story 

just where he is when he remembers. 

It reminds me of the difference between the typewriter I had for years and the computer that I have now. With the 

typewriter, if I wanted to add something at the very beginning of my message, I would have had to retype the whole 

thing again. But with the computer, I can add or delete whole paragraphs without disturbing any of the other material. 

I will say what I have said before when Jeremiah wrote this chapter, or why it was placed where it is, is of very little 

importance to the story anyway. 

Baruch, this faithful scribe, Jeremiah’s secretary, is being told off for being concerned about his own personal future 

and is being given a message of hope. Some scholars make statements about Baruch that I don’t think are justified. 

One scholar says that Baruch had a great influence over Jeremiah. However, the only time that we have any comment 

of this nature is from the remnant in Egypt who were lying through their teeth anyway. They were trying to find 

excuses so that they didn’t have to accept the commands of God. 

I don’t believe anything they said, so why should I believe this? 

Other scholars believe that Baruch wrote some of the prophecies without Jeremiah’s knowledge. 

Why should we believe that, when Scripture tells us that, on every occasion that Baruch was used, the words came 

from the mouth of Jeremiah? 

‘When Baruch son of Neriah wrote on a scroll the words Jeremiah the prophet dictated in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, Jeremiah said this to Baruch: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says 
to you, Baruch: You said, ‘Woe to me! The LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I am worn out with groaning and 
find no rest.’ But the LORD has told me to say to you, ‘This is what the LORD says: I will overthrow what I have 
built and uproot what I have planted, throughout the earth. Should you then seek great things for yourself? Do not 

seek them. For I will bring disaster on all people, declares the LORD, but wherever you go I will let you escape with 
your life.’ Jeremiah 45:1-5 
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The scroll mentioned here, we would call it a book today, and some versions do, would be the scroll dictated by 

Jeremiah to Baruch in Jeremiah 36:2-4. 

‘I am worn out with groaning and find no rest.’ This is the only place where we find out just how Baruch felt, about 

things in general and his personal reactions to the current situation in Judah. So, Jeremiah has to remind him of God’s 

own sorrow, at seeing the destruction of what He, God, had laboured for, for so long. 

Baruch is to count himself lucky that he will live through this terrible ordeal, the day of God’s wrath. What was the 

reason, or reasons, for Baruch’s ‘groaning’? Possibly threefold. 

1. Listening to Jeremiah dictating the prophecies he realised just how serious God was at the sins of His people, and 

of the severe punishment to come. 

2. Because of his association with Jeremiah, he had probably already suffered somewhat from the people who 

wouldn’t accept Jeremiah’s prophecies from God, guilty by association. 

3. He could see that he himself was going to suffer from the punishment to come. 

God says, ‘I will overthrow what I have built.’ When God overthrows a whole nation or a whole society, many 

people will suffer from the disaster. So, stop thinking about yourself, Baruch, because everyone will suffer in some 

way, even if they don’t all suffer death from the sword, famine or the plague. 

Verse 5 begins, ‘Should you then seek great things for yourself.’ God continues in this verse, ‘I will bring disaster on 

all the people, but I will let you escape with your life.’ 

God is going to bless those who are faithful to Him. They will be affected in some way by the war and the disaster. 

They would not necessarily have the peace and prosperity that they would have liked. 

But God would grant Baruch, and others who were faithful to Him, their lives. When death is all around them, they 

will have life. And life is a precious gift, no matter what the conditions are. 

I like what Albert Barnes says, so I will end this chapter with a quote from him. 

‘The long catalogue of calamities pronounced against Israel by Jeremiah made a painful impression upon Baruch’s 
mind. He was ambitious, of noble birth, being the grandson of Maaseiah the governor of Jerusalem during the times 

of Josiah, he was a scribe and probably looked forward to high office of state. This short prophecy commands Baruch 
to give up his ambitions and to be satisfied with being able to escape with his life. When the last memorials of 

Jeremiah’s life were added to the history of the Fall of Jerusalem, Baruch added this chapter in his old age, and then, 
being humbled by the weight of years, and by the sorrows of private and public disasters, he probably read this little 
chapter with far different feelings from those which he had when first Jeremiah revealed to him what the Lord had 

prophesied concerning his faithful scribe.’ 

CHAPTER 46 

Jeremiah 46-49 records these prophecies concerning other nations. Jeremiah 50-51, deals with prophecies against 

Babylon, the nation that destroyed God’s people. 

In Jeremiah 46-49 the nations are Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor and Elam. Those 

of you with good memories may remember something about those countries, from other studies you have done from 

the Old Testament. 
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God is going to the Babylonians to fulfil His promises to wreak havoc and devastation upon these countries. Then, 

in Jeremiah 50-51, He is going to tell us how He is going to get rid of Babylon itself, for all the cruelty it has done to 

God’s people and those other nations. 

Many scholars don’t believe that these chapters were written by Jeremiah. I don’t, however, find any argument for 

this belief. As far as I’m concerned, the Bible teaches me that these were the words of the Lord that came to 

Jeremiah, so, he either wrote them or dictated them to Baruch, or somebody else. 

I don’t know why it is that certain scholars just love to read their Bibles to show how wise they are, what a better job 

they would have done if they had been preparing these ancient messages! 

‘This is the word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the nations: Concerning Egypt: This is 
the message against the army of Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt, which was defeated at Carchemish on the Euphrates 

River by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah: ‘Prepare your 
shields, both large and small, and march out for battle! Harness the horses, mount the steeds! Take your positions 

with helmets on! Polish your spears, put on your armour! What do I see? They are terrified, they are retreating, their 
warriors are defeated. They flee in haste without looking back, and there is terror on every side,’ declares the LORD.’ 
The swift cannot flee nor the strong escape. In the north by the River Euphrates they stumble and fall. Jeremiah 46:1-

6 

This was a message for Pharaoh Neco’s army that was defeated at Carchemish. This is believed to be a battle that was 

fought in or around 605 B.C. We get this date from verse 2 which tells us this battle took place in the fourth year of 

Jehoiakim, and we know that Jehoiakim became king when his father, Josiah, was killed. 

It was one of the decisive battles of history because it spelt the end of Egyptian domination. It also heralded the 

arrival of the new mighty power, Babylon. Carchemish was on the River Euphrates. We are told that the Pharaoh was 

Neco. 

You will remember that it was Neco who killed the good king Josiah at Megiddo in 609 B.C. This battle was actually 

fought about four years later, and at that time the Jews would have considered this a victory, because, to them, this 

was vengeance for the death of their good king Josiah. 

Verse 5 starts with a question, ‘What do I see?’ We see an arrogant Egyptian army, who thought they were a mighty 

power, being hopelessly beaten by the Babylonian army. 

‘Who is this that rises like the Nile, like rivers of surging waters? Egypt rises like the Nile, like rivers of surging 
waters. She says, ‘I will rise and cover the earth; I will destroy cities and their people.’ Charge, you horses! Drive 

furiously, you charioteers! March on, you warriors—men of Cush and Put who carry shields, men of Lydia who draw 
the bow. But that day belongs to the Lord, the LORD Almighty—a day of vengeance, for vengeance on his foes. The 
sword will devour till it is satisfied, till it has quenched its thirst with blood. For the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will 

offer sacrifice in the land of the north by the River Euphrates.’ Go up to Gilead and get balm, Virgin Daughter Egypt. 
But you try many medicines in vain; there is no healing for you. The nations will hear of your shame; your cries will 

fill the earth. One warrior will stumble over another; both will fall down together. Jeremiah 46:7-12 

The metaphor of the flood is taken from the overflowing Nile River of Egypt during the rainy season. Egypt thought 

that they, with the Assyrians, would overflow the Babylonians. But they were sadly mistaken. Egypt had come with 

an army of mercenaries from Ethiopia, Libya and Lydia. 

The Egyptians became the sacrificial offering of the Lord. The mercenary army of Pharaoh-Neco did not have the 

loyalty that was demanded to keep them in the battle against the Babylonians. Thus, Pharaoh was shamefully 

defeated. 
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There was not enough balm in Gilead to heal the Egyptians’ wounds that they received in their defeat at Carchemish. 

Nebuchadnezzar would again attack the weakened Egyptians in 582/581 B.C. when he went to bring down retribution 

on those who had rebelled against Babylonian control of Judah after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 

Note verse 10 refers to ‘a day of vengeance’. Remember, just four years before this, the Egyptians had killed King 

Josiah. So, this defeat was, to the Jews, vengeance against the Egyptians. 

‘This is the message the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet about the coming of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
to attack Egypt: ‘Announce this in Egypt, and proclaim it in Migdol; proclaim it also in Memphis and Tahpanhes: 
‘Take your positions and get ready, for the sword devours those around you.’ Why will your warriors be laid low? 

They cannot stand, for the LORD will push them down. They will stumble repeatedly; they will fall over each other. 
They will say, ‘Get up, let us go back to our own people and our native lands, away from the sword of the oppressor.’ 
There they will exclaim, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt is only a loud noise; he has missed his opportunity.’ ‘As surely as I 

live,’ declares the King, whose name is the LORD Almighty, ‘one will come who is like Tabor among the mountains, 
like Carmel by the sea. Pack your belongings for exile, you who live in Egypt, for Memphis will be laid waste and lie 

in ruins without inhabitant.’ Jeremiah 46:13-19 

This message was to Egypt after her defeat at the battle of Carchemish. Her defeat left her vulnerable to the attack 

that would come in 582/581 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar. Migdol, Memphis, and Tahpanhes were border towns that led 

into Egypt. 

In the message, these towns are alerted of an attack. Some believe that after the battle of Carchemish, 

Nebuchadnezzar pursued the Egyptian forces as they retreated to their own land. This would have been around 

605/604 B.C. However, in the Babylonian Chronicle, Nebuchadnezzar recorded that he made an attack on Egypt in 

582/581 B.C. 

Notice ‘the Lord push them down’, this statement credits God with the defeat of Egypt at Carchemish. Since God was 

using the Babylonians as His proxy to bring judgment on Judah, then we would conclude that no coalition of nations 

could have defeated the Babylonians. 

‘Let us go back to our own people’. This would be the actions of the mercenaries after the defeat of the Egyptian 

forces at Carchemish. Since their objective to align with Egypt had failed, they returned to their own nations. 

‘A loud noise,’ is a reference to Pharaoh-Neco who had mustered a mercenary army in order to attack the 

Babylonians. Egypt’s capital city would be laid waste. 

‘Egypt is a beautiful heifer, but a gadfly is coming against her from the north. The mercenaries in her ranks are like 
fattened calves. They too will turn and flee together, they will not stand their ground, for the day of disaster is coming 

upon them, the time for them to be punished. Egypt will hiss like a fleeing serpent as the enemy advances in force; 
they will come against her with axes, like men who cut down trees. They will chop down her forest,’ declares the 

LORD, ‘dense though it be. They are more numerous than locusts, they cannot be counted. Daughter Egypt will be 
put to shame, given into the hands of the people of the north.’ The LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘I am 

about to bring punishment on Amon god of Thebes, on Pharaoh, on Egypt and her gods and her kings, and on those 
who rely on Pharaoh. I will give them into the hands of those who want to kill them— Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon and his officers. Later, however, Egypt will be inhabited as in times past,” declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 
46:20-26 

‘Egypt will hiss like a fleeing serpent’. The serpent was sacred to one of the Egyptian gods, and scholars believe that 

this was a sarcastic reference to the whole nation of Egypt. This seems to be suggesting that the woodsmen would cut 

down the forests, and the serpent slithers away to hide from the enemy. 

‘The Daughter of Egypt will be put to shame.’ This symbolises Egypt being exposed to the Babylonians Jeremiah had 

been a witness to the Babylonian assault on Jerusalem, and he would have seen the women and young girls being 
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objects to satisfy the lust of the Babylonian army. Jeremiah had previously warned Jerusalem by using similar 

language to this, Jeremiah 6:12 and Jeremiah 38:23. 

This section, with regard to Egypt, gives a dramatic picture of what happens when a powerful, mighty country like 

Egypt is replaced by a mightier power, in this case, by the Babylonians. Human life in these ancient days was 

considered cheap, and expendable. 

‘Do not be afraid, Jacob my servant; do not be dismayed, Israel. I will surely save you out of a distant place, your 
descendants from the land of their exile. Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him 

afraid. Do not be afraid, Jacob my servant, for I am with you,” declares the LORD. ‘Though I completely destroy all 
the nations among which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you but only in due 

measure; I will not let you go entirely unpunished.’ Jeremiah 46:27-28 

Whenever there were punishments poured out on those who affected Israel in a negative way, it meant deliverance for 

the people of God, Jeremiah 30:10-11. Though God used the nations to punish His people, He eventually judged 

those who had arrogantly fought against the survival of His people. 

God spared a remnant through whom He would continue the seed line of woman and the heritage of the Davidic 

kings. From this seed, the line would come the Saviour of the world. 

CHAPTER 47 

A MESSAGE ABOUT THE PHILISTINES 

This little chapter is a prophecy against Philistia. This would include the coastal towns of Tyre and Sidon. I would 

imagine it includes the whole western coastline of Palestine. The Philistines had migrated from Crete to the eastern 

shore of the Mediterranean. They gave the name Palestine to the whole area. They were a mighty force to reckon 

with, they were never completely driven out of the land by Israel. 

At one time they submitted to King David, but, during the days of the divided kingdom, they quickly came back to 

power again. They were always a strong military power, but they were finally defeated by the Maccabees in the 

period between the Old and New Testament, in the 2nd century B.C. 

God’s judgements were surely terrible, but mankind generally and God’s people in particular, in particular, have 

never mastered the important lesson, that God will not tolerate the wickedness of men. 

‘This is the word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the Philistines before Pharaoh attacked 
Gaza: This is what the LORD says: ‘See how the waters are rising in the north; they will become an overflowing 

torrent. They will overflow the land and everything in it, the towns and those who live in them. The people will cry 
out; all who dwell in the land will wail at the sound of the hooves of galloping steeds, at the noise of enemy chariots 

and the rumble of their wheels. Parents will not turn to help their children; their hands will hang limp. For the day has 
come to destroy all the Philistines and to remove all survivors who could help Tyre and Sidon. The LORD is about to 
destroy the Philistines, the remnant from the coasts of Caphtor. Gaza will shave her head in mourning; Ashkelon will 
be silenced. You remnant on the plain, how long will you cut yourselves? ‘Alas, sword of the LORD, how long till 

you rest? Return to your sheath; cease and be still.’ But how can it rest when the LORD has commanded it, when he 
has ordered it to attack Ashkelon and the coast?’ Jeremiah 47:1-7 
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This prophecy went out to the Philistines before they were attacked by the Egyptians. We are not told when this 

attack transpired, or by which Pharaoh. We would only assume that it would have been Pharaoh-Neco on his way to 

engage the Babylonians at Carchemish. 

Taking the literal setting of the rising of the floodwaters of the Nile River, which meant a blessing of crops to the 

Egyptians, would mean destruction to both the Egyptians and Philistines. The Babylonian forces would come from 

the north and consume the Philistine cities. 

The Babylonian Chronicle, wherein Nebuchadnezzar reported concerning his campaign into Palestine, reports that on 

his way to Egypt after Carchemish, he ravaged the Philistine cities. This took place around 605/604 B.C. 

They had been exhausted from swinging their swords in the battle against the Babylonians. In desperation, they could 

do nothing but flee for their lives. Since these two Phoenician cities, Tyre and Sidon were probably in alliance with 

the Philistines at this time in history, they too would succumb to the flow of the Babylonian army from the north. 

Shaving your head and cutting yourself were individual signs of mourning. One would cut off his hair and cut 

himself. There was a cry for relief from the attack. It was a cry by the Philistines for mercy from the Lord. The sword 

of the Lord through the Babylonians could not be put into its scabbard until the punishment of the Philistines had 

been meted out in full. 

Caphtor, though possibly a reference to Philistia, Amos 9:7, is used also as a reference to the island of Crete, Ezekiel 

25:15-16. 
 

CHAPTER 48 

Why do we read here of God’s judgment against Moab? 

Well, from as far back as the false prophet Balaam Moab rebelled against the true God. She adopted the horrible 

worship of Chemosh. She revelled in the sexual worship of Baalam. The Moabite women used the seduction of Israel 

through Baal-Peor, Numbers 25:1ff. This is when thousands of officials of Israel fell, and this led to Israel itself 

adopting paganism, from which she never totally recovered. 

The origin of the Moabites goes back to the time when Lot slept with his daughters. You will recall that the 

Ammonites also sprang up from this association between father and daughters, Genesis 19:35. The Moabites hated 

the Israelites, 2 Kings 24:2. 

‘Concerning Moab: This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Woe to Nebo, for it will be ruined. 
Kiriathaim will be disgraced and captured; the stronghold will be disgraced and shattered. Moab will be praised no 

more; in Heshbon people will plot her downfall: ‘Come, let us put an end to that nation.’ You, the people of Madmen, 
will also be silenced; the sword will pursue you. Cries of anguish arise from Horonaim, cries of great havoc and 

destruction. Moab will be broken; her little ones will cry out. They go up the hill to Luhith, weeping bitterly as they 
go; on the road down to Horonaim anguished cries over the destruction are heard.’ Jeremiah 48:1-5 

In this prophecy against Moab, Jeremiah joins Isaiah as one of the prophets of God who made a special 

pronouncement against the Moabites. The prophecy is that their cities will be destroyed, and their inhabitants will 

flee. On the roads leading to and from Luhith and Horonaim, there would be refugees fleeing as they mourned over 

the cities. 



126 
‘Flee! Run for your lives; become like a bush in the desert. Since you trust in your deeds and riches, you too will be 

taken captive, and Chemosh will go into exile, together with his priests and officials. The destroyer will come against 
every town, and not a town will escape. The valley will be ruined, and the plateau destroyed, because the LORD has 
spoken. Put salt on Moab, for she will be laid waste; her towns will become desolate, with no one to live in them. ‘A 
curse on anyone who is lax in doing the LORD’s work! A curse on anyone who keeps their sword from bloodshed!’ 

Jeremiah 48:6-10 

The national Moabite god would not save the people. The people would be ashamed of their god who allowed them 

to be destroyed. The priest, with the imagination of their national god, Chemosh, in their minds, would be taken into 

captivity. There would be no safe place in all the nation. The attack against the people would be so great that there 

would be no place to which the inhabitants could escape. They would need eagles’ wings in order to fly away to a 

safe place. 

The reason for their destruction would be their arrogance as a people and their materialism. The nation trusted in 

these things instead of putting their faith in God. The Lord was determined to bring judgment upon this nation. Any 

nation that would not lift her sword against Moab as God’s judge to bring judgment down upon Moab, would be 

cursed herself by God. 

‘Moab has been at rest from youth, like wine left on its dregs, not poured from one jar to another—she has not gone 
into exile. So, she tastes as she did, and her aroma is unchanged. But days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I 
will send men who pour from pitchers, and they will pour her out; they will empty her pitchers and smash her jars. 

Then Moab will be ashamed of Chemosh, as Israel was ashamed when they trusted in Bethel. ‘How can you say, ‘We 
are warriors, men valiant in battle’? Moab will be destroyed, and her towns invaded; her finest young men will go 
down in the slaughter,’ declares the King, whose name is the LORD Almighty. ‘The fall of Moab is at hand; her 

calamity will come quickly. Mourn for her, all who live around her, all who know her fame; say, ‘How broken is the 
mighty sceptre, how broken the glorious staff!’ Jeremiah 48:11-17 

You may find verse 11 interesting. There is the expression, ‘like wine left on its dregs.’ This comes from the 

winemaking industry. The best wine is only produced by carrying out a sequence of events. First, the liquid has to be 

drained over and over again from the dregs, and poured from vessel to vessel during the whole of the Moab is similar 

to these dregs, ‘she has gone into exile.’ 

So, ‘she tastes as she did, and her aroma is unchanged.’ This was a nation that had grown fat and lazy and 

complacent. 

Does that, perhaps, remind you of some of our prosperous nations today? 

The metaphors of this message were taken from the many vineyards that existed in Moab. Because of her great 

vineyards, she was wealthy. Her wine vessels were never empty. The Moabites had become accustomed to a life of 

ease. The people had digressed into an indifferent society of indolence. Their easy life was going to come to an end. 

They had escaped destruction for centuries, but now, their cities would be destroyed, and the people were taken into 

captivity. 

At the time of the prophecy, Israel and Judah had already been taken into captivity. The Moabites had mocked them 

as they were taken into captivity. They mocked them because their God was not able to protect them. But this would 

all change. The god of the Moabites, Chemosh, would not protect them. Their pride and arrogance would also lead 

them into captivity. The Israelites would be restored to their land, but the Moabites would cease to exist as a nation. 

Notice the phrase, ‘ashamed when they trusted in Bethel’. This is a reference to the golden calf that Jeroboam had set 

up in Bethel. Both idols were the invention of the imagination of men’s minds, and thus they would do nothing in 

protecting the people from the attack of foreign armies. 
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‘Come down from your glory and sit on the parched ground, you inhabitants of Daughter Dibon, for the one who 

destroys Moab will come up against you and ruin your fortified cities. Stand by the road and watch, you who live in 
Aroer. Ask the man fleeing and the woman escaping, ask them, ‘What has happened?’ Moab is disgraced, for she is 
shattered. Wail and cry out! Announce by the Arnon that Moab is destroyed. Judgment has come to the plateau—to 
Holon, Jahzah and Mephaath, to Dibon, Nebo and Beth Diblathaim, to Kiriathaim, Beth Gamul and Beth Meon, to 

Kerioth and Bozrah—to all the towns of Moab, far and near. Moab’s horn is cut off; her arm is broken,’ declares the 
LORD.’ Jeremiah 48:18-25 

The fortified cities of Moab are to be destroyed, leaving the people defenceless and fleeing. When it is asked what 

has happened, all are called on to lament over the fall of the nation. The reference to the ‘horn’ means the power of 

Moab is destroyed. The reference to the ‘arm’ means the authority of the nation has been broken. All the major cities 

of the nation were defeated and destroyed. 

‘Make her drunk, for she has defied the LORD. Let Moab wallow in her vomit; let her be an object of ridicule. Was 
not Israel the object of your ridicule? Was she caught among thieves, that you shake your head in scorn whenever you 
speak of her? Abandon your towns and dwell among the rocks, you who live in Moab. Be like a dove that makes its 
nest at the mouth of a cave. ‘We have heard of Moab’s pride—how great is her arrogance! —of her insolence, her 

pride, her conceit and the haughtiness of her heart. I know her insolence, but it is futile,’ declares the LORD, ‘and her 
boasts accomplish nothing. Therefore, I wail over Moab, for all Moab I cry out, I moan for the people of Kir 

Hareseth. I weep for you, as Jazer weeps, you vines of Sibmah. Your branches spread as far as the sea; they reached 
as far as Jazer. The destroyer has fallen on your ripened fruit and grapes. Joy and gladness are gone from the orchards 

and fields of Moab. I have stopped the flow of wine from the presses; no one treads them with shouts of joy. 
Although there are shouts, they are not shouts of joy.’ Jeremiah 48:26-33 

This was the reason for the termination of the nation. As Israel, who also became arrogant, Moab had to be humbled 

and humiliated before a remnant of her people could be restored from captivity. Moab was arrogant against God’s 

people, and thus God brought judgment down upon her. Because she jumped for joy when Israel was taken into 

captivity, she too would suffer the same captivity because of her haughtiness. 

Pride, arrogance, insolence, conceit and haughtiness are words used by Jeremiah to describe the disgraceful attitude 

and character of the Moabites. Isaiah 16:6-14. 

Some have suggested that verses 31-32 turn from the prophecy to the feelings of Jeremiah concerning the fall of 

Moab. Such could be the case after Jeremiah heard God’s revelations concerning the fall of this relative nation of 

Israel. However, it is better to assume that the revelation remains unbroken, and thus the ‘I’ in the text refers to God’s 

lament over this nation that had long since forsaken the faith of Lot their father. Genesis 19:30-38. 

‘The sound of their cry rises from Heshbon to Elealeh and Jahaz, from Zoar as far as Horonaim and Eglath 
Shelishiyah, for even the waters of Nimrim are dried up. In Moab I will put an end to those who make offerings on 

the high places and burn incense to their gods,’ declares the LORD. ‘So, my heart laments for Moab like the music of 
a pipe; it laments like a pipe for the people of Kir Hareseth. The wealth they acquired is gone. Every head is shaved 
and every beard cut off; every hand is slashed, and every waist is covered with sackcloth. On all the roofs in Moab 

and in the public squares there is nothing but mourning, for I have broken Moab like a jar that no one wants,’ declares 
the LORD. ‘How shattered she is! How they wail! How Moab turns her back in shame! Moab has become an object 

of ridicule, an object of horror to all those around her.’ Jeremiah 48:34-39 

The purpose of the punishment of Moab was to reveal that their god Chemosh was false. He could offer them no 

protection from destruction. Since all the altars and places of sacrifice would be destroyed, many would find their 

way back to faith in God. These would be those who were granted the opportunity to return from their captivity. 

The entire nation mourned the death of the nation. As an independent Israel, Moab was an idolatrous nation that was 

brought to an end. She would no longer exist in history as the nation of Moab. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘Look! An eagle is swooping down, spreading its wings over Moab. Kerioth will be 
captured and the strongholds taken. In that day the hearts of Moab’s warriors will be like the heart of a woman in 
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labour. Moab will be destroyed as a nation because she defied the LORD. Terror and pit and snare await you, you 

people of Moab,’ declares the LORD. ‘Whoever flees from the terror will fall into a pit, whoever climbs out of the pit 
will be caught in a snare; for I will bring on Moab the year of her punishment,’ declares the LORD. ‘In the shadow of 
Heshbon the fugitives stand helpless, for a fire has gone out from Heshbon, a blaze from the midst of Sihon; it burns 
the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of the noisy boasters. Woe to you, Moab! The people of Chemosh are destroyed; 
your sons are taken into exile and your daughters into captivity. ‘Yet I will restore the fortunes of Moab in days to 

come,’ declares the LORD. Here ends the judgment on Moab.’ Jeremiah 48:40-47 

The one who would destroy her with swiftness would fly down upon her as an eagle on unsuspecting prey. The 

reference would probably be to the Babylonian Empire through the kingship of Nebuchadnezzar who destroyed Moab 

and Moab in 582/581 B.C. 

The lazy nature of the Moabite society could not produce a soldier who could stand before the professional soldiers of 

the Babylonian Empire. When the attack of the Babylonians came, therefore, the strongest Moabite soldier was 

surprised and terrified at the fierceness of the Babylonians. 

When the Lord visited, it was a time for judgment and destruction. In the case of Moab, it was a time when the nation 

would come to an end. It would no longer exist as an independent nation of the world. They would not be restored as 

a nation. However, a repentant remnant would be restored to their homelands when the Medo-Persian Empire took 

over the Babylonians in 539 B.C. 

When the Medes and Persians took over the former territory of the Babylonian Empire, it was the policy of Cyrus, the 

king of the Medo-Persian Empire, to allow former captives of the Assyrians and Babylonians to return to their 

homelands, as long as their homelands were within the domain of the Medo-Persian Empire. 

CHAPTER 49 

Let me say something more than what I briefly mentioned in the last chapter, in relation to Moab. Ammon and Moab 

were born as a result of the sexual association with their father, Lot, Genesis 19. The original home of the Ammonites 

was from an area east of the Jordan, north of the Moabites. The Ammonites lost some of their territory as a result of 

an invasion from the Amorites, Numbers 21:21-31. 

During the days of the Judges, and the reigns of Saul and David, they often fought against the Israelites, 2 Samuel 10. 

Amos prophesied against Ammon, especially so in Amos 1:13, when he talked about the pregnant women being 

ripped open. His prophecy opens with the question, ‘Why has Molech taken possession of Gad? Why do its people 

live in its towns? 

The message is, that God will throw Ammon out of the land that they took from the Israelites. 

‘Concerning the Ammonites: This is what the LORD says: ‘Has Israel no sons? Has Israel no heir? Why then has 
Molek taken possession of Gad? Why do his people live in its towns? But the days are coming,’ declares the LORD, 

‘when I will sound the battle cry against Rabbah of the Ammonites; it will become a mound of ruins, and its 
surrounding villages will be set on fire. Then Israel will drive out those who drove her out,’ says the LORD. ‘Wail, 
Heshbon, for Ai is destroyed! Cry out, you inhabitants of Rabbah! Put on sackcloth and mourn; rush here and there 

inside the walls, for Molek will go into exile, together with his priests and officials. Why do you boast of your 
valleys, boast of your valleys so fruitful? Unfaithful Daughter Ammon, you trust in your riches and say, ‘Who will 

attack me?’ I will bring terror on you from all those around you,’ declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. ‘Every one 
of you will be driven away, and no one will gather the fugitives. ‘Yet afterward, I will restore the fortunes of the 

Ammonites,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 49:1-6 
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The Ammonites were land grabbers. They had stolen the land that had been given by God to Gad as a possession. 

Since Israel had heirs to all the land possessions, then the Ammonites had no right to take the land that had been 

given to Israel as an inheritance. 

When the northern kingdom of Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity in 722/721 B.C., the Ammonites grabbed the 

land of Gad that was on the eastern side of the Jordan River, land that the Israelites were awarded before they crossed 

the Jordan to possess the land during the days of Joshua. 

The Ammonites trusted in the productivity of their land, and thus took pride in their wealth as a nation. Their fertile 

valleys and fortified cities were a thing of pride. They thus deceived themselves into thinking that no one would 

attack them. 

Though they thought that they would not be attacked, Rabbah, the capital, and all the daughter cities would be burned 

with fire. The people would flee in confusion, running to and from within the walls of their fortified cities that were 

to be destroyed. 

Molek, the national god of the Ammonites, would be taken into captivity in the minds of the priests who would go 

into captivity. There would be no one who would come to the rescue of the Ammonites. No one would make an effort 

to save her. 

Though Heshbon was actually in Moab, Ammon was evidently attacked first, with Ammonite refugees fleeing to her 

relative city of Heshbon. Genesis 19:37-38. 

‘Concerning Edom: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Is there no longer wisdom in Teman? Has counsel 
perished from the prudent? Has their wisdom decayed? Turn and flee, hide in deep caves, you who live in Dedan, for 
I will bring disaster on Esau at the time when I punish him. If grape pickers came to you, would they not leave a few 

grapes? If thieves came during the night, would they not steal only as much as they wanted? But I will strip Esau 
bare; I will uncover his hiding places, so that he cannot conceal himself. His armed men are destroyed, also his allies 
and neighbours, so there is no one to say, ‘Leave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive. Your widows too 
can depend on me.’ This is what the LORD says: ‘If those who do not deserve to drink the cup must drink it, why 
should you go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, but must drink it. I swear by myself,’ declares the LORD, 

‘that Bozrah will become a ruin and a curse, an object of horror and reproach; and all its towns will be in ruins 
forever.’ Jeremiah 49:7-13 

Edom was probably the best-protected nation on earth when Jeremiah prophesied against it. It was located on the 

rocky vastness of Mount Seir. I have never seen it, but I am told that even today it is a truly majestic view. It didn’t 

seem possible that any nation could conquer it, it was such a good stronghold. But no nation can protect itself against 

the power of God. 

The little book of Obadiah talks about Edom. Obadiah wrote in the 9th century, about 200 years before Jeremiah 

prophesied, so Jeremiah would have been familiar with what Obadiah had written. 

‘Like a lion coming up from Jordan’s thickets,’ Babylon is coming to get you, Edom. They are coming with the 

strength of a lion. 

Some scholars question whether Nebuchadnezzar ever came against the Edomites. 

Josephus says, ‘In the fifth year after the destruction of Jerusalem, which was the twenty-third of the reign of 

Nebuchadnezzar, he made an expedition against Celesyria, and when he had possessed himself of it, he made war 

against the Ammonites and the Moabites, and when he had brought all these nations under subjection, he fell upon 

Egypt and overthrew it, slew their king, and set up another in his place, and took those Jews that were there (the ones 

who were led away after the death of Gedaliah) captive.’ 
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Ah, you say, Edom isn’t mentioned by Josephus. That is true, but he also says, ‘he had brought all these nations under 

subjection’. 

‘All these nations’ would have included Edom. The complete fulfilment of the prophecy against Edom wasn’t 

completed at that time. It may have begun about five years after the fall of Jerusalem, but their destruction continued 

with Alexander the Great, and that would have been in the 4th century B.C. 

Remember that Herod was an Edomite and it was the dynasty of that Herod that: 

1. Slaughtered the children. 

2. Mocked Jesus. 

3. Murdered John the Baptist. 

4. Murdered James the apostle. 

5. Imprisoned Peter etc. 

Coffman says, ‘The Herods precipitated the final and total judgment against Edom in the Jewish war that resulted in 

their being exterminated by Vespasian and Titus in 70 A.D. following the sack of Jerusalem.’ 

As the descendants of Esau, the Edomites were the perpetual enemies of the Israelites since the days they came out of 

Egyptian captivity. The Edomites were not wise because they dared to afflict the people of God. 

God warns the Dedanites to flee from the surrounding area of Edom, lest His destruction that He is bringing on Edom 

affect them. There would also be a warning in this message that the Dedanites not become involved in the affairs of 

Edom, especially in making an alliance against them. 

Since the fathers would be killed in battle, God would take care of their children by raising up a new generation that 

respected the one true and living God. Bozrah, the capital of Edom would be destroyed, and subsequently, all the 

cities of Edom would be laid waste and not be rebuilt. 

‘I have heard a message from the LORD; an envoy was sent to the nations to say, ‘Assemble yourselves to attack it! 
Rise up for battle!’ ‘Now I will make you small among the nations, despised by mankind. The terror you inspire, and 
the pride of your heart have deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks, who occupy the heights of the hill. 
Though you build your nest as high as the eagle’s, from there I will bring you down,’ declares the LORD. ‘Edom will 
become an object of horror; all who pass by will be appalled and will scoff because of all its wounds. As Sodom and 

Gomorrah were overthrown, along with their neighbouring towns,’ says the LORD, ‘so no one will live there; no 
people will dwell in it. ‘Like a lion coming up from Jordan’s thickets to a rich pastureland, I will chase Edom from its 

land in an instant. Who is the chosen one I will appoint for this? Who is like me and who can challenge me? And 
what shepherd can stand against me?’ Therefore, hear what the LORD has planned against Edom, what he has 
purposed against those who live in Teman: The young of the flock will be dragged away; their pasture will be 

appalled at their fate. At the sound of their fall the earth will tremble; their cry will resound to the Red Sea. Look! An 
eagle will soar and swoop down, spreading its wings over Bozrah. In that day the hearts of Edom’s warriors will be 

like the heart of a woman in labour.’ Jeremiah 49:14-22 

See Obadiah 1-4. The Edomites took pride in the fact that they were a fierce people. But they had deceived 

themselves into thinking that they were invincible. The city of Petra was built in a gorge of mountains and thus was 

easily defended. It was almost impenetrable. 

Though Edom thought that no army could penetrate her natural defences, God would bring her down. Her 

overconfidence in her natural defences would lead her to be unprepared, and thus vulnerable to destruction. 
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God makes no promise of a surviving remnant of the Edomites. As an independent nation, she would go out of 

existence. The nation would be laid waste as Sodom and Gomorrah. Jeremiah’s picture of the fall of Edom is a 

horrific description of a proud and arrogant nation coming to a close. 

The more the nation had exalted herself, the greater the judgment that God would bring down upon the people. The 

outcry of the inhabitants would be so great that it would be heard as far west as the Red Sea, her border with Egypt. 

Her mighty warriors would cry out in pain like a woman giving birth. 

‘Concerning Damascus: ‘Hamath and Arpad are dismayed, for they have heard bad news. They are disheartened, 
troubled like the restless sea. Damascus has become feeble, she has turned to flee, and panic has gripped her; anguish 

and pain have seized her, pain like that of a woman in labour. Why has the city of renown not been abandoned, the 
town in which I delight? Surely, her young men will fall in the streets; all her soldiers will be silenced in that day,’ 

declares the LORD Almighty. ‘I will set fire to the walls of Damascus; it will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad.’ 
Jeremiah 49:23-27 

There is nothing in this prophecy that says that Damascus will be laid waste, or without any inhabitants. Even today 

Damascus is a throbbing city. It has a population of thousands. This is marvellous evidence that these are the words 

of God and not the words of men. Ah, you might say, Damascus was on a river, true, but so were Nineveh and 

Babylon. 

The capital city of Damascus is used by Jeremiah to refer to the nation of Syria. These were the Armenian people. 

Syria fell to the Assyrian invasion in 732 B.C. Before this date, the nation was a continual threat against the people of 

God, 1 Kings 15:18-21 / 1 Kings 20:1-21 / 1 Kings 22:3 / 2 Kings 16:5-6 / Isaiah 7:1-16. 

Damascus was a famous city of the Near East, but unfortunately, it was located as the northern gateway for the 

Assyrian, Babylonian and Medo-Persian empires as they moved to control the Fertile Crescent, Palestine and Egypt. 

The message here announces the fall of her young men who have died in her streets. She was made to drink from the 

cup of God’s wrath. Ben-Hadad was the name of several of her kings, 1 Kings 15:18-20 / 2 Kings 13:24. 

‘Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked: This is what the 
LORD says: ‘Arise, and attack Kedar and destroy the people of the East. Their tents and their flocks will be taken; 
their shelters will be carried off with all their goods and camels. People will shout to them, ‘Terror on every side!’ 

‘Flee quickly away! Stay in deep caves, you who live in Hazor,’ declares the LORD. ‘Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon has plotted against you; he has devised a plan against you. ‘Arise and attack a nation at ease, which lives in 

confidence,’ declares the LORD, ‘a nation that has neither gates nor bars; its people live far from danger. Their 
camels will become plunder, and their large herds will be spoils of war. I will scatter to the winds those who are in 
distant places and will bring disaster on them from every side,’ declares the LORD. ‘Hazor will become a haunt of 

jackals, a desolate place forever. No one will live there; no people will dwell in it.’ Jeremiah 49:28-33 

Little is known about Kedar and Hazor. It talks about their tents, camels, flocks, so presumably, they lived in the 

desert. This prophecy is believed to have taken place about 599 B.C. when the king of Babylon sent out various 

companies to scour the desert. They also took much plunder from them, as verse 29 says will happen they took their 

possessions, their animals and their gods. 

These two cities probably represent the Arabian tribes to the east of Palestine and Edom, Genesis 25:13 / Isaiah 

21:16-17 / Ezekiel 27:21. The one who would destroy and control this area would be Nebuchadnezzar who would be 

expanding the Babylonian Empire. 

Since the people of these areas were primarily nomadic, the cities that they had constructed were not fortified against 

invasions. They were thus easily defeated, and the people scattered. 

In this message of judgment, it is stated that Nebuchadnezzar plundered their herds and flocks in order to maintain his 

army in his continued conquest of the Near East. 
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Instead of representing a specific city or town, this reference to Hazor is possibly to a seminomadic people of wealth 

in the desert. Their wealth was in their herds and flocks, and thus their devastation was the plundering of their herds 

and flocks by the Babylonian army. 

‘This is the word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning Elam, early in the reign of Zedekiah 
king of Judah: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘See, I will break the bow of Elam, the mainstay of their might. 

I will bring against Elam the four winds from the four quarters of heaven; I will scatter them to the four winds, and 
there will not be a nation where Elam’s exiles do not go. I will shatter Elam before their foes, before those who want 

to kill them; I will bring disaster on them, even my fierce anger,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will pursue them with the 
sword until I have made an end of them. I will set my throne in Elam and destroy her king and officials,’ declares the 

LORD. ‘Yet I will restore the fortunes of Elam in days to come,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 49:34-39 

Elam was an old kingdom that was mentioned way back in Genesis, Genesis 14:1. It was believed to be about 200 

miles east of Babylon. Verse 34 tells us that this prophecy was made in the early years of Zedekiah the king, which 

would be around 598 B.C. 

Some scholars believe that at the time of this prophecy the Elamites were threatening Babylon, and the Jews were 

hoping that the Elamites would overthrow the Babylonians. There is no way of knowing, but, if it were true, this 

prophecy could have been made to show that there was no power, at that time, that could overthrow the Babylonians. 

‘I will set my throne in Elam.’ This would have happened when Nebuchadnezzar set up his throne in Media, which 

Elam is a part of. Look at Jeremiah 43:10 for an example of how Nebuchadnezzar set up his throne in a country that 

he had conquered. Here is a similar thing to what happened then. 

CHAPTER 50 

After prophesying against the other nations, Jeremiah now prophesies against mighty Babylon. This and the next 

Chapter, Jeremiah 51, will prophesy Babylon’s fall, and there are also, in these two chapters, references to the 

deliverance of God’s people from their captivity. 

These two chapters cannot really be outlined. You will have noticed that the whole book of Jeremiah is somewhat 

haphazard, as I warned you before we even started our study of Jeremiah. These two chapters are also haphazard. I 

suppose you could call them a collection of prophecies. 

There are two main themes in these two chapters, there is the fall of Babylon, and there is the return of God’s people 

from exile. Babylon may have been used as God’s rod to chasten the other nations, but they too had it coming to 

them. God would put ‘Bel’ to shame, make ‘him’ lose his face. He was supposed to be the strongest deity in the 

Middle East. 

The king in power at the fall of Babylon would be Evil-Merodach. He would be dismayed and unable to believe it. 

‘A nation from the north will attack her’. This phrase, out of the north, is used to indicate the nation that will be used 

to bring Babylon down. And the only nation capable of this task would be the Medo-Persians. The reason for her fall 

is because of her over-zealous cruelty They didn’t leave a thing in Judah, Jeremiah 50:17. Jeremiah must have felt 

great pleasure at telling them this, in a way, Judah is vindicated. 

‘This is the word the LORD spoke through Jeremiah the prophet concerning Babylon and the land of the 
Babylonians: ‘Announce and proclaim among the nations, lift up a banner and proclaim it; keep nothing back, but 

say, ‘Babylon will be captured; Bel will be put to shame, Marduk filled with terror. Her images will be put to shame 
and her idols filled with terror.’ A nation from the north will attack her and lay waste her land. No one will live in it; 
both people and animals will flee away. ‘In those days, at that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘the people of Israel and the 
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people of Judah together will go in tears to seek the LORD their God. They will ask the way to Zion and turn their 

faces toward it. They will come and bind themselves to the LORD in an everlasting covenant that will not be 
forgotten. ‘My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray and caused them to roam on the 

mountains. They wandered over mountain and hill and forgot their own resting place. Whoever found them devoured 
them; their enemies said, ‘We are not guilty, for they sinned against the LORD, their verdant pasture, the LORD, the 
hope of their ancestors.’ ‘Flee out of Babylon; leave the land of the Babylonians, and be like the goats that lead the 
flock. For I will stir up and bring against Babylon an alliance of great nations from the land of the north. They will 

take up their positions against her, and from the north she will be captured. Their arrows will be like skilled warriors 
who do not return empty-handed. So, Babylonia will be plundered; all who plunder her will have their fill,’ declares 

the LORD.’ Jeremiah 50:1-10 

Verse 2 says that ‘her Idols are filled with terror.’ You might find it interesting to know that the Hebrew word here 

literally means ‘dung balls’. Perhaps you already knew that Ezekiel used the word 38 times when speaking of pagan 

idols. 

I am sure you will remember that Judah was warned that ‘a nation from the north’, would come against them, and 

Babylon was north of Judah. But this is also true of Babylon, because ‘out of the north,’ came the Medes. They were 

actually northwest of Babylon. Cyrus was said to have captured the city of Babylon by diverting the Euphrates out of 

its normal channel, and this diversion took place north of Babylon. Babylon will be totally destroyed. 

‘Because you rejoice and are glad, you who pillage my inheritance, because you frolic like a heifer threshing grain 
and neigh like stallions, your mother will be greatly ashamed; she who gave you birth will be disgraced. She will be 

the least of the nations—a wilderness, a dry land, a desert. Because of the LORD’s anger she will not be inhabited but 
will be completely desolate. All who pass Babylon will be appalled; they will scoff because of all her wounds. ‘Take 

up your positions around Babylon, all you who draw the bow. Shoot at her! Spare no arrows, for she has sinned 
against the LORD. Shout against her on every side! She surrenders, her towers fall, her walls are torn down. Since 

this is the vengeance of the LORD, take vengeance on her; do to her as she has done to others. Cut off from Babylon 
the sower, and the reaper with his sickle at harvest. Because of the sword of the oppressor let everyone return to their 

own people, let everyone flee to their own land.’ Jeremiah 50:11-16 

We see the reasons for God’s anger here. God says, you rejoiced and were glad when you pillaged my people. The 

Babylonians were having a great time destroying Judah, they are compared to a heifer threshing corn, to be neighing 

like stallions. 

Despite the promises here that Babylon would be destroyed, the prophesy isn’t going to happen immediately. In fact, 

it is believed that there was a long period of decline. 

Verse 12 tells us that she will be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. Many years would have to go by before this 

prophecy was fulfilled. 

‘Israel is a scattered flock that lions have chased away. The first to devour them was the king of Assyria; the last to 
crush their bones was Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.’ Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: ‘I will punish the king of Babylon and his land as I punished the king of Assyria. But I will bring Israel 
back to their own pasture, and they will graze on Carmel and Bashan; their appetite will be satisfied on the hills of 

Ephraim and Gilead. In those days, at that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘search will be made for Israel’s guilt, but there 
will be none, and for the sins of Judah, but none will be found, for I will forgive the remnant I spare.’ Jeremiah 50:17-

20 

This section refers to two events, the destruction of the Northern Kingdom by Assyria in 722 B.C., and the first wave 

of captives taken into Babylon in 597 B.C. The message here seems to be, that just as God destroyed the king of 

Assyria at Nineveh, so God will destroy the Babylonians. 

‘Attack the land of Merathaim and those who live in Pekod. Pursue, kill and completely destroy them,’ declares the 
LORD. ‘Do everything I have commanded you. The noise of battle is in the land, the noise of great destruction! How 
broken and shattered is the hammer of the whole earth! How desolate is Babylon among the nations! I set a trap for 
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you, Babylon, and you were caught before you knew it; you were found and captured because you opposed the 
LORD. The LORD has opened his arsenal and brought out the weapons of his wrath, for the Sovereign LORD 

Almighty has work to do in the land of the Babylonians. Come against her from afar. Break open her granaries; pile 
her up like heaps of grain. Completely destroy her and leave her no remnant. Kill all her young bulls; let them go 

down to the slaughter! Woe to them! For their day has come, the time for them to be punished. Listen to the fugitives 
and refugees from Babylon declaring in Zion how the LORD our God has taken vengeance, vengeance for his 

temple.’ Jeremiah 50:21-28 

The context returns to judgment upon Babylon. Merathaim and Pekod were symbolic names for Babylon to portray 

her sin. She was the hammer that broke the nations. She is now broken and shattered. God opened the armoury of His 

weapons that He uses against the nations. He unleashed His weapons upon the nation that had tormented and 

destroyed so many other nations. Babylon was a warrior nation, and thus God was a strong warrior against her. 

As Babylon had snared other nations, so she was snared. The city of Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians with very 

little struggle. The Babylonian Empire capitulated without any major battle, though she had been built as a result of 

victories in great battles. 

‘How broken and shattered is the hammer of the whole earth.’ This is an interesting term of reference, that Babylon 

should be called ‘the hammer of the whole earth.’ This is a term used to describe the victory of Judas Maccabaeus 

over Syria, and even one of the kings of England, Edward 1, has inscribed on his tomb in Westminster Abbey the 

same words, ‘hammer of the Scots’, only they are written in Latin. 

Babylon’s destruction of the temple was to the Babylonians a sign that they had overcome the God of the Jews. Thus, 

judgment on Babylon was God’s vengeance on them for thinking that they had defeated the God of the Jews. Those 

in Jerusalem, therefore, would rejoice when the announcement would be made that Babylon had fallen. 

‘Summon archers against Babylon, all those who draw the bow. Encamp all around her; let no one escape. Repay her 
for her deeds; do to her as she has done. For she has defied the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. Therefore, her young 
men will fall in the streets; all her soldiers will be silenced in that day,’ declares the LORD. ‘See, I am against you, 
you arrogant one,’ declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty, ‘for your day has come, the time for you to be punished. 

The arrogant one will stumble and fall, and no one will help her up; I will kindle a fire in her towns that will consume 
all who are around her.’ Jeremiah 50:29-32 

Verse 30 here is the same as Jeremiah 49:26. There are other occasions when Jeremiah repeated his words in this 

book. Babylon was to be rewarded for her work. As she had done to others, so it would be done to her. As she took 

other nations out of existence, so she would be taken out of existence. As she was proud and arrogant against others, 

other nations were called to humble her. 

‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘The people of Israel are oppressed, and the people of Judah as well. All their 
captors hold them fast, refusing to let them go. Yet their Redeemer is strong; the LORD Almighty is his name. He 
will vigorously defend their cause so that he may bring rest to their land, but unrest to those who live in Babylon.’ 

Jeremiah 50:33-34 

Israel is encouraged by her deliverance. Israel was in bondage from which she could not deliver herself. Only God 

could work among the nations in order to release her from her captivity. Through God’s grace, therefore, Israel was 

released from bondage and brought back to her homeland. 

However, it took the destruction of her captors in order to accomplish the freedom of His people. And so, it has 

happened in reference to the Christian’s deliverance from the kingdom of Satan, Ephesians 4:7-10. 

‘A sword against the Babylonians!’ declares the LORD—’ against those who live in Babylon and against her officials 
and wise men! A sword against her false prophets! They will become fools. A sword against her warriors! They will 
be filled with terror. A sword against her horses and chariots and all the foreigners in her ranks! They will become 

weaklings. A sword against her treasures! They will be plundered. A drought on her waters! They will dry up. For it 
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is a land of idols, idols that will go mad with terror. ‘So, desert creatures and hyenas will live there, and there the owl 

will dwell. It will never again be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation. As I overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah along with their neighbouring towns,’ declares the LORD, ‘so no one will live there; no people will dwell 

in it.’ Jeremiah 50:35-40 

As the Babylonians had used the sword to amass their empire, so the sword will devour the nation. All the leaders, 

princes and priests alike, would suffer from the strike of the sword. Those mercenaries who were in allegiance with 

the Babylonians, would forsake their commitment and allow the empire to fall. 

Though their soldiers were fierce against those they conquered, they would become feeble as women. She would be 

plundered of her riches and made ashamed of her idols, which idol gods would not deliver her in her day of calamity. 

As the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah ceased to exist, so would the Babylonian Empire. People continue to exist who 

make up empires, but the government, kings and princes, cease, no longer to rise again. 

Since many of the ancient empires were based on the leadership of a predominant king, and his son or sons who 

reigned after him, when the dynasty was terminated, the empire ceased to exist. So, it would be with the Babylonian 

Empire. The people of the empire would continue under the control of a new empire. 

‘Look! An army is coming from the north; a great nation and many kings are being stirred up from the ends of the 
earth. They are armed with bows and spears; they are cruel and without mercy. They sound like the roaring sea as 

they ride on their horses; they come like men in battle formation to attack you, Daughter Babylon. The king of 
Babylon has heard reports about them, and his hands hang limp. Anguish has gripped him, pain like that of a woman 
in labour. Like a lion coming up from Jordan’s thickets to a rich pastureland, I will chase Babylon from its land in an 
instant. Who is the chosen one I will appoint for this? Who is like me and who can challenge me? And what shepherd 

can stand against me?’ Therefore, hear what the LORD has planned against Babylon, what he has purposed against 
the land of the Babylonians: The young of the flock will be dragged away; their pasture will be appalled at their fate. 
At the sound of Babylon’s capture the earth will tremble; its cry will resound among the nations.’ Jeremiah 50:41-46 

A coalition between the Medes and Persians took over the Babylonian Empire in 539 B.C. As Babylon had shown no 

mercy to the nations she conquered, no mercy would be shown to her. In reference to the King of Babylon, 

read Daniel 5 where Belshazzar was given a sign of his doom. 

The fall of the Babylonian Empire caused great joy among all the nations who had succumbed to her might. All those 

exiles who had been taken from their homelands rejoiced over the empire that had decimated their homelands. There 

was no remorse over the fall of the Babylonian Empire. 

This prophecy against the Babylonians continues into the next chapter, Jeremiah 51. The next chapter is the longest 

chapter in the book, with 64 verses. These two chapters combined consist of 110 verses. 

They are, together, the longest single prophecy of Jeremiah’s. Perhaps that gives some indication of the extent of 

God’s anger against them. 

CHAPTER 51 

The introduction to the last chapter also applies to this chapter. As I’ve already said, the two chapters are actually a 

single prophecy. 

‘This is what the LORD says: ‘See, I will stir up the spirit of a destroyer against Babylon and the people of Leb 
Kamai. I will send foreigners to Babylon to winnow her and to devastate her land; they will oppose her on every side 

in the day of her disaster. Let not the archer string his bow, nor let him put on his armour. Do not spare her young 
men; completely destroy her army. They will fall down slain in Babylon, fatally wounded in her streets. For Israel 
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and Judah have not been forsaken by their God, the LORD Almighty, though their land is full of guilt before the Holy 

One of Israel.’ Jeremiah 51:1-5 

As a wind separates the chaff from the wheat, the enemy of Babylon would blow her away as chaff. The archers of 

the enemy would shoot their arrows through the strongest armour of the Babylonians. She is to be utterly destroyed 

because of her sin against God’s people. 

Throughout this chapter we find a repetition of what God is saying, first He talks about the destruction of Babylon, 

and then talks about His protection of His people, and they are mentioned in the same order throughout. 

‘Flee from Babylon! Run for your lives! Do not be destroyed because of her sins. It is time for the LORD’s 
vengeance; he will repay her what she deserves. Babylon was a gold cup in the LORD’s hand; she made the whole 

earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore, they have now gone mad. Babylon will suddenly fall and be 
broken. Wail over her! Get balm for her pain; perhaps she can be healed. ‘We would have healed Babylon, but she 
cannot be healed; let us leave her and each go to our own land, for her judgment reaches to the skies, it rises as high 

as the heavens.’ ‘The LORD has vindicated us; come, let us tell in Zion what the LORD our God has done.’ ‘Sharpen 
the arrows, take up the shields! The LORD has stirred up the kings of the Medes, because his purpose is to destroy 
Babylon. The LORD will take vengeance, vengeance for his temple. Lift up a banner against the walls of Babylon! 
Reinforce the guard, station the watchmen, prepare an ambush! The LORD will carry out his purpose, his decree 

against the people of Babylon. You who live by many waters and are rich in treasures, your end has come, the time 
for you to be destroyed. The LORD Almighty has sworn by himself: I will surely fill you with troops, as with a 

swarm of locusts, and they will shout in triumph over you.’ Jeremiah 51:6-14 

These prophecies of the doom of Babylon were made many years before Babylon fell. When the prophecies were 

fulfilled, Israel would know that God had not forsaken His people. If one would save his life, then he must flee from 

Babylon. Since she is beyond healing, as was Israel and Judah in their days of apostasy, then there would be no 

healing. The destruction of Babylon was the vindication of God’s people. 

‘You who live by many waters and are rich in treasures.’ What is the connection here between rich treasures and 

water? 

Babylon had the River Euphrates, and also a vast system of canals, which provided both security and irrigation. We 

know that the biggest and wealthiest cities throughout the world are those situated on the banks of great rivers, so this 

was the source of Babylon’s ‘rich treasures’. 

‘I will surely fill you with men, as with as warm of locusts.’ I’m sure you have already come upon locusts in your Old 

Testament studies, and you will know that they are a truly destructive insect. Locusts were the source of the worst 

plagues that ever came upon the people in that area, and we still hear of swarms of locusts there today. 

But the message here is, that God will provide swarms of men who will ransack the Babylonians in the same way as 

the Babylonians destroyed Judah. 

‘He made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his 
understanding. When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth. He 

sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses. ‘Everyone is senseless and without 
knowledge; every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. The images he makes are a fraud; they have no breath in them. 
They are worthless, the objects of mockery; when their judgment comes, they will perish. He who is the Portion of 

Jacob is not like these, for he is the Maker of all things, including the people of his inheritance—the LORD Almighty 
is his name.’ Jeremiah 51:15-19 

Please read Jeremiah 10:12-16, it’s almost word for word the same, isn’t it? 

And so, it should be, I would hate it if a preacher preached the same message, but told a different story from the 

biblical account. 
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Since it is reasonable to conclude that God is the creator of all things, then idolatry which is the manifestation of the 

spiritual inventions of man is insane. God has revealed Himself to those He created, Romans 1:20. 

It is foolish, therefore, to ignore the evidence of God in the created world in order to follow after something that has 

been created after the imagination of men. For this reason, the invention of idols is a disgrace to the thinking of men. 

Idols are the result of men who seek to deceive themselves by believing lies. 

‘You are my war club, my weapon for battle—with you I shatter nations, with you I destroy kingdoms, with you I 
shatter horse and rider, with you I shatter chariot and driver, with you I shatter man and woman, with you I shatter old 

man and youth, with you I shatter young man and young woman, with you I shatter shepherd and flock, with you I 
shatter farmer and oxen, with you I shatter governors and officials. ‘Before your eyes I will repay Babylon and all 

who live in Babylonia for all the wrong they have done in Zion,’ declares the LORD. ‘I am against you, you 
destroying mountain, you who destroy the whole earth,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will stretch out my hand against you, 
roll you off the cliffs, and make you a burned-out mountain. No rock will be taken from you for a cornerstone, nor 

any stone for a foundation, for you will be desolate forever,’ declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 51:20-26 

God is emphasising the same thing, He will break into little pieces everything that appertains to Babylon. God used 

the Babylonians to punish Judah, as He used the Assyrians to punish Israel. But each nation, though used by God, did 

not give credit to God for their existence or accomplishments. They were pagan nations who simply sowed havoc 

among God’s people, submitting them to slavery throughout their empires. 

For this reason, they would reap what they had sown. The consequence of their maltreatment of God’s people would 

be their annihilation from existence. These two empires would never exist again in history. Nebuchadnezzar had 

exalted the Babylonian Empire as a mountain over the nations. But in her punishment by God, she would be levelled 

as the flat plain on which the city was originally built. 

‘Lift up a banner in the land! Blow the trumpet among the nations! Prepare the nations for battle against her; summon 
against her these kingdoms: Ararat, Minni and Ashkenaz. Appoint a commander against her; send up horses like a 
swarm of locusts. Prepare the nations for battle against her—the kings of the Medes, their governors and all their 
officials, and all the countries they rule. The land trembles and writhes, for the LORD’s purposes against Babylon 

stand—to lay waste the land of Babylon so that no one will live there. Babylon’s warriors have stopped fighting; they 
remain in their strongholds. Their strength is exhausted; they have become weaklings. Her dwellings are set on fire; 
the bars of her gates are broken. One courier follows another, and messenger follows messenger to announce to the 
king of Babylon that his entire city is captured, the river crossings seized, the marshes set on fire, and the soldiers 

terrified.’ This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Daughter Babylon is like a threshing floor at the 
time it is trampled; the time to harvest her will soon come.’ Jeremiah 51:27-33 

Ararat is mentioned in verse 27. This is the mountainous area, where Noah’s ark came to rest. Verse 28 talks about 

the enemy that is coming to Babylon, the king of the Medes. There is something interesting here and in verse 11 

where the Medes are again mentioned. This is proof, if any proof is needed, that this was not the past, this was not 

history, but this WAS prophecy. 

No one who had written about this AFTER the event would have just mentioned the Medes, they would have brought 

the Persians into this…and referred to them as the Medo-Persians. 

Verse 32 says that the soldiers are terrified. I bet they were, the enemy was all over their city. They had burned their 

houses. They had destroyed any hiding place the Babylonians might have run to. 

As Coffman says, ‘mighty Babylon was as helpless as a woman untrained in war, with no protection, no armour, no 

weapons, and no hope. Let it be remembered, however, that this was a prophecy of ‘what would happen’, not a 

history of what did happen.’ 

This is true what Coffman says. But the sheer beauty of this is, that the prophecy was so accurate. 
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‘Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has devoured us, he has thrown us into confusion, he has made us an empty jar. 
Like a serpent he has swallowed us and filled his stomach with our delicacies, and then has spewed us out. May the 

violence done to our flesh be on Babylon,’ say the inhabitants of Zion. ‘May our blood be on those who live in 
Babylonia,’ says Jerusalem. Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘See, I will defend your cause and avenge you; I 
will dry up her sea and make her springs dry. Babylon will be a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals, an object of horror 
and scorn, a place where no one lives. Her people all roar like young lions, they growl like lion cubs. But while they 
are aroused, I will set out a feast for them and make them drunk, so that they shout with laughter—then sleep forever 

and not awake,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams and goats.’ 
Jeremiah 51:34-40 

Though Nebuchadnezzar had committed atrocities against Israel, those who ruled the Babylonian Empire after his 

death would pay the price. The reason for the destruction of the empire, therefore, was because of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

maltreatment of the people of God during his reign. 

‘Make her springs dry’ is a figure of speech and is evidently taken from the hanging gardens of Babylon. Water was 

also channelled into the city where it was made into waterfalls, and thus cooled houses. When the waters were dried 

up, the people sweltered in the extreme heat of the region. 

God’s work through the Medo-Persians to bring down the Babylonian Empire was an act of vengeance. Since God’s 

people were helpless in delivering themselves, God came to their rescue. 

‘How Sheshak will be captured, the boast of the whole earth seized! How desolate Babylon will be among the 
nations! The sea will rise over Babylon; its roaring waves will cover her. Her towns will be desolate, a dry and desert 
land, a land where no one lives, through which no one travels. I will punish Bel in Babylon and make him spew out 

what he has swallowed. The nations will no longer stream to him. And the wall of Babylon will fall.’ Jeremiah 51:41-
44 

Some believe that Sheshack was a code word for Babylon. The feast is possibly a reference to Belshazzar’s feast 

in Daniel 5. No one thought that Babylon would fall. She was so powerful because of her warrior culture that there 

was no one who could defeat her. 

Nevertheless, the one true God punished the false god Bel. Babylon would no longer be the power to which the 

nations of the Near East would submit. 

‘Come out of her, my people! Run for your lives! Run from the fierce anger of the LORD. Do not lose heart or be 
afraid when rumours are heard in the land; one rumour comes this year, another the next, rumours of violence in the 
land and of ruler against ruler. For the time will surely come when I will punish the idols of Babylon; her whole land 
will be disgraced and her slain will all lie fallen within her. Then heaven and earth and all that is in them will shout 

for joy over Babylon, for out of the north destroyers will attack her,’ declares the LORD. ‘Babylon must fall because 
of Israel’s slain, just as the slain in all the earth have fallen because of Babylon. You who have escaped the sword, 
leave and do not linger! Remember the LORD in a distant land, and call to mind Jerusalem.’ ‘We are disgraced, for 
we have been insulted and shame covers our faces, because foreigners have entered the holy places of the LORD’s 

house.’ Jeremiah 51:45-51 

If one would save his life, then he must flee the city of Babylon, for it would fall. Though written over seventy years 

before the fall of Babylon, God had already made the judgment that the city fall. 

Before Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, God in His foreknowledge had already consigned the fall of Babylon. 

And when she did eventually fall, all who were affected by Babylon on earth were joined with angelic beings in 

singing for joy over her fall, Revelation 14. 

They must never forget that Jerusalem and the temple were desecrated by those who were unbelievers. They must 

never forget the shame that was brought upon God by the destruction of those things in Judah that represented the 

presence of God. 
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‘But days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will punish her idols, and throughout her land the wounded will 
groan. Even if Babylon ascends to the heavens and fortifies her lofty stronghold, I will send destroyers against her,’ 
declares the LORD. ‘The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, the sound of great destruction from the land of the 

Babylonians. The LORD will destroy Babylon; he will silence her noisy din. Waves of enemies will rage like great 
waters; the roar of their voices will resound. A destroyer will come against Babylon; her warriors will be captured, 
and their bows will be broken. For the LORD is a God of retribution; he will repay in full. I will make her officials 

and wise men drunk, her governors, officers and warriors as well; they will sleep forever and not awake,’ declares the 
King, whose name is the LORD Almighty. This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Babylon’s thick wall will be 

levelled, and her high gates set on fire; the peoples exhaust themselves for nothing, the nations’ labour is only fuel for 
the flames.’ Jeremiah 51:52-58 

Though Babylon had fortified herself against the strongest attacks, those who would plunder the city had arrived. No 

fortification would stand against God’s decree that the city falls. 

The attackers would be like a surging wave that cannot be stopped. It was a time of God’s retribution upon those who 

had persecuted His people. Babylon’s fall, therefore, was repayment for what Babylon had done to others. 

The leaders of Babylon were disoriented as a drunk and thus could not organise the forces of the nation against the 

attackers. 

‘Babylon’s thick wall will be levelled.’ Many of the walls surrounding huge cities like Babylon would have had walls 

so thick that four chariots could have raced around them, abreast of each other. You will recall if you’ve ever studied 

Joshua, and read of the Fall of Jericho in Joshua 6, that the wall was similar to this one in Babylon. Now God says, 

Babylon, your thick wall will be levelled. 

‘This is the message Jeremiah the prophet gave to the staff officer Seraiah son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when 
he went to Babylon with Zedekiah king of Judah in the fourth year of his reign. Jeremiah had written on a scroll about 
all the disasters that would come upon Babylon—all that had been recorded concerning Babylon. He said to Seraiah, 
“When you get to Babylon, see that you read all these words aloud. Then say, ‘LORD, you have said you will destroy 
this place, so that neither people nor animals will live in it; it will be desolate forever.’ When you finish reading this 
scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into the Euphrates. Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no more because of the 

disaster I will bring on her. And her people will fall.’ The words of Jeremiah end here.’ Jeremiah 51:59-64 

The fall of Babylon was predicted by Jeremiah during the years that Babylon was at her greatest. The message is 

written on a scroll and given to Seraiah, the brother of Baruch, Jeremiah 32:16. He is referred to as the staff officer. 

He would have been in charge of such things as accommodation, and travel arrangements, when Zedekiah made his 

trip to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign, which was about 593 B.C., Jeremiah 51:59. 

This man, Seraiah, took the scroll that Jeremiah had written, which talked about all the disasters that would befall the 

Babylonians. He needed to have great courage and nerve to read such a scroll to the Babylonians. 

After he read the scroll, it was thrown into the River Euphrates, to sink. This signified what would happen to 

Babylon, she would no longer rule, and she would never again rise to power. Like the scroll, she would sink. But 

note, this was in the fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah. So, Zedekiah was going to reign for another 7 years before 

the Fall of Jerusalem. So, this was another great prophecy. 

The last six words of this chapter say, ‘The words of Jeremiah end here.’ This was probably inserted by a scribe. 

Someone who wanted to connect the final chapter, Jeremiah 52, as the historical record of Jeremiah’s prophecies, but 

also wanted to show that Jeremiah himself hadn’t written the last chapter. So, he wrote here, ‘The words of Jeremiah 

end here.’ 

That helps us to lead into Jeremiah 52 and recognise it as a historical record, not written by Jeremiah. Scholars 

generally agree that these six words were added by someone who wanted to maintain the integrity of their sacred 

books, which God had given into their keeping. 
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CHAPTER 52 

This chapter tells us about the fall of Judah. We know the events well by now, at least, we should do. So, most of it 

we know, and the only verses really to note here are verses 31-34, referring to Jehoiachin being released from a 

Babylonian prison. We will look at that in great detail later. Let’s just look at a few verses in this chapter. 

This chapter is often referred to as a Historical Appendix. I guess this is for two reasons. 

1. It is a history of Jeremiah’s prophecies that were fulfilled. 

2. Chapter 51 ends with the words, ‘The words of Jeremiah end here’, so this is an appendix, a chapter entered into 

the book by someone other than Jeremiah. 

Many scholars believe that this chapter is a copy of 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30. It is pretty close but not word for 

word. It may be that whoever added this chapter to Jeremiah’s words may have taken it from 2 Kings. 

I’m not concerned about how this chapter came about. I do, however, believe that it was added by someone who 

wanted us to know that the marvellous prophecies of Jeremiah came true. Some scholars believe that the section right 

at the end about King Jehoiachin being released was inserted for the Jews, as a good omen to God’s people that the 

captivity would end, and they would one day return to Judah. 

There are five things that are treated in this last chapter. 

1. Jerusalem eventually falls, and Zedekiah is taken, prisoner. Jeremiah 52:1-16. 

2. The Temple is ransacked and destroyed. Jeremiah 52:17-23. 

3. Zedekiah’s officials were killed. Jeremiah 52:24-27. 

4. Details of the three deportations. Jeremiah 52:28-30. 

5. The kind treatment to Jehoiachin. Jeremiah 52:31-34. 

‘Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His mother’s 
name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as 

Jehoiakim had done. It was because of the LORD’s anger that all this happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the 
end, he thrust them from his presence. Now Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.’ Jeremiah 52:1-3 

Please read 2 Kings 24:18-20. 

Zedekiah lived after the wickedness of Jehoiakim, who was one of the most wicked kings of Judah. The moral 

leadership of Judah at the end of its existence was so digressed away from the moral standards of God, that the people 

had no example of morals before them to follow. When the leaders of any nation are morally degraded, the people of 

the nation follow. 

‘So, in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. They encamped outside the city and built siege works all around it. 

The city was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. By the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine in the city had become so severe that there was no food for the people to eat. Then the city wall was broken 
through, and the whole army fled. They left the city at night through the gate between the two walls near the king’s 

garden, though the Babylonians were surrounding the city. They fled toward the Arabah.’ Jeremiah 52:4-7 

Please read 2 Kings 25:1-5. 

The wicked leadership of the kings of Judah led to the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of the people. At the 

end of a 30-month siege, the city of Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians on July 18, 586 B.C. The biblical records of 

this event are found in this text, the Kings and Chronicles, and Ezekiel. Secular records of the fall can be found in the 

Lachish Letters, the Babylonian Chronicle, and inscriptions in Egypt. 



141 
‘But the Babylonian army pursued King Zedekiah and overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All his soldiers were 

separated from him and scattered, and he was captured. He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, where he pronounced sentence on him. There at Riblah the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes; he also killed all the officials of Judah. Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound him with bronze 

shackles and took him to Babylon, where he put him in prison till the day of his death.’ Jeremiah 52:8-11 

Please read 2 Kings 6-7. 

Zedekiah cowardly fled from the scene, realizing that the prophecy of Jeremiah of his captivity was going to take 

place. His flight from the people manifested his character and attitude in reference to being a leader for the people. 

He was a coward who thought only of himself. When morally degraded leaders assume to be leaders of a country, 

they often forget that their leadership role includes both moral leadership, as well as leadership in government. The 

private life of good leaders is never something to themselves. Good leaders lead by the example of their lives. 

‘On the tenth day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan 
commander of the imperial guard, who served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He set fire to the temple of 
the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building, he burned down. The whole 

Babylonian army, under the commander of the imperial guard, broke down all the walls around Jerusalem. 
Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile some of the poorest people and those who remained in 

the city, along with the rest of the craftsmen and those who had deserted to the king of Babylon. But Nebuzaradan left 
behind the rest of the poorest people of the land to work the vineyards and fields. Jeremiah 52:12-16 

You will notice that almost all of this section, Jeremiah 52:1-16, although not in its entirety, is found in Jeremiah 

39:1-9. 

Please read 2 Kings 25:8-12. 

Since Jerusalem had been taken in earlier captivities and left standing, we would assume that the original plan of 

Nebuchadnezzar was not to destroy the city or the temple. But because of the defiance of Zedekiah and those he led, 

in this final conquest of the city he commissioned Nebuzaradan to level the city as punishment to the Jewish nation. 

Such was in fulfilment of prophecy, for God wanted Israel completely humbled. He wanted Israel as an independent 

nation to end. He wanted the centralization of their faith and government through earthly kings to come to a close. 

The same end of Israel would come in about five hundred years from this date. When Jesus came, God again wanted 

to signal the end of Israel through the destruction of Jerusalem, Matthew 24. When Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 

70, God brought Israel to a final ending, never to restore the nation again as part of His work. 

‘The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the movable stands and the bronze Sea that were at the temple of the 
LORD and they carried all the bronze to Babylon. They also took away the pots, shovels, wick trimmers, sprinkling 
bowls, dishes and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. The commander of the imperial guard took away 

the basins, censers, sprinkling bowls, pots, lampstands, dishes and bowls used for drink offerings—all that were made 
of pure gold or silver. The bronze from the two pillars, the Sea and the twelve bronze bulls under it, and the movable 

stands, which King Solomon had made for the temple of the LORD, was more than could be weighed. Each pillar 
was eighteen cubits high and twelve cubits in circumference; each was four fingers thick, and hollow. The bronze 
capital on top of one pillar was five cubits high and was decorated with a network and pomegranates of bronze all 
around. The other pillar, with its pomegranates, was similar. There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; the 

total number of pomegranates above the surrounding network was a hundred.’ Jeremiah 52:17-23 

We are told in verse 20 that the bronze items of the temple were ‘more than could be weighed.’ 

There was so much of it, that they couldn’t weigh it all. They didn’t have adequate scales in those days. I suppose the 

significance of this section is seen in Jeremiah’s words in Jeremiah 27:16-22. This is where Jeremiah says to the 

priests and all the people, don’t listen to those that say that the temple articles already taken will be returned. 

God says, that, in addition to these, the Babylonians will come and take all the others. Jeremiah specifically named 

some of these items in Jeremiah 27. This chapter just shows the fulfilment of that prophecy. 
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‘The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in rank and the 

three doorkeepers. Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting men, and seven royal 
advisers. He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of conscripting the people of the land, sixty of 

whom were found in the city. Nebuzaradan the commander took them all and brought them to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah. There at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them executed. So, Judah went into captivity, away from 

her land.’ Jeremiah 52:24-27 

This section deals with the execution of the priests and other officials. These would be the false priests who put 

Zedekiah under pressure, leading to the rebellion against Babylon, and who threatened Jeremiah’s life because they 

disagreed with his views. 

‘This is the number of the people Nebuchadnezzar carried into exile: in the seventh year, 3,023 Jews; in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s eighteenth year, 832 people from Jerusalem; in his twenty-third year, 745 Jews taken into exile by 

Nebuzaradan the commander of the imperial guard. There were 4,600 people in all.’ Jeremiah 52:28-30 

I must admit to being confused by these figures. I have read various commentaries, but can’t come up with an answer. 

I invite those with greater intelligence than me to come up with a solution. One of the things that confuse me is that 

40,000 returned to Judah after the 70 years in captivity. 

If only 4,600 people were taken into captivity during the three deportations, and if, as Josephus says, many of them 

decided to remain in Babylon, how come there were so many descendants from so few Jews in captivity? 

One scholar suggests that only the heads of families were counted in this total of 4,600 in verses 28-30. That could 

possibly be the answer. 

I am also concerned, no, perplexed, because 2 Kings 24:14 says, ‘He carried into exile all Jerusalem: all the officers 

and fighting men, and all the craftsmen and artisans – a total of 10,000.’ 

Was that 10,000 only the men, or only the heads of families where families were concerned? 

Some scholars say that all arguments are settled if we agree that the ‘seventh’ year referred to in verse 28 is an error 

and should read ‘seventeenth.’ 

That only confuses me more. It is the number of people I am confused about, not in which years the three 

deportations took place. 

‘In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the year Awel-Marduk became king of 
Babylon, on the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month, he released Jehoiachin king of Judah and freed him from 

prison. He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honour higher than those of the other kings who were with him 
in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table. Day 

by day the king of Babylon gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived, till the day of his death.’ 
Jeremiah 52:31-34 

Why does the book of Jeremiah end with this scene of Evil Merodach releasing Jehoiachin to serve him in his court? 

Could it be a closing gesture to show that one-day freedom would come for the Jews? 

If so, then this book ends on a happy note. One of anticipation for repentance and return to the promised land of 

God’s people. 

We do get an idea here of the life-styleslifestyles of the kings of Babylon. It seems that they allowed the kings of the 

countries that they had conquered to be seated on thrones, in the Babylonian king’s dining room. 

They were probably much smaller thrones so that the Babylonian king could show his superiority, although we are 

told here that Jehoiachin was given a seat of honour higher than the other kings. 
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But Jehoiachin didn’t enjoy this status until he had been in captivity for 37 years. So, he is released from prison, has 

had his status of royalty returned, and receives a higher throne than the other captured kings. And this is believed to 

have occurred in the year 561 B.C. 

What I like about this chapter, this ‘historical appendix’, is the number of fulfilments that we find, of Jeremiah’s 

many prophecies. But one mighty prophecy that hasn’t been fulfilled yet, is the prophecy that the Jews would return 

to their homeland after70 years in captivity. 

We have to look at the Book of Daniel to see that God was answering Daniel’s prayer, even while Daniel was still 

praying, that this promise of 70 years would be fulfilled, and we have to read Ezra and Nehemiah to see how the 

people returned to their homeland, built houses, and repaired the wall to the temple. So, we know that even that 

prophecy of Jeremiah’s was fulfilled. 

We don’t know when this section about Jehoiachin was added, but if he had been in captivity for 37 years before he 

was honoured in this way, and as the year was 561 B.C., this event would have taken place approximately 25 years 

after the Fall of Jerusalem, and Jeremiah, if he was still alive in Egypt, would have been another 20 years older! 

So, we can assume that Jeremiah has been long-time dead. This also shows that it wasn’t Jeremiah who wrote this 

chapter and added it to his book. 

CLOSING REMARKS 

We don’t know for sure where Jeremiah ended his days. The most probable place was Egypt. If that were the case, 

then how sad. This righteous man, who loved his people and his land so passionately, didn’t finally rest in his own 

land. Jeremiah was a tremendous prophet. God’s power really shone through this weak man. 

In many respects, the message spoken today is much the same as his was. The message is one of a bad end for those 

who deny the Lord and do not hear His call, and many, like those in the days of Jeremiah, didn’t want to hear the 

message of hope. 

For those that hear Him today, there is the hope of the Messiah who is coming back. 

 


