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INTRODUCTION 

The five books of Moses were collectively called the Pentateuch, a word of Greek origin meaning ‘the five-fold 

book.’ The Jews called them the Torah, i.e., ‘the law.’ It’s probable that the division of the Torah into five books 

proceeded from the Greek translators of the Old Testament. The names by which these several books are generally 

known are Greek. Genesis through to Deuteronomy is known as the Torah which means Law. In Greek, the word 

Pentateuch is ‘Pente’ which means five and ‘uch’ which means Law. 

The first book of the Pentateuch is called by the Jews ‘Bereshith’, i.e., ‘in the beginning’, because this is the first 

word of the book. It is generally known among Christians by the name of Genesis, i.e., ‘creation’ or ‘generation,’ 

being the name given to it in the LXX. as designating its character because it gives an account of the origin of all 

things. It contains, according to the usual computation, the history of about two thousand three hundred and sixty-

nine years. Genesis is divided into two principal parts. 

1. Genesis 1-11 gives a general history of mankind down to the time of the Dispersion. 

2. The second part presents the early history of Israel down to the death and burial of Joseph 

In Genesis 12-50 we find five principal persons brought in succession in this book, and around these persons, the 

history of the successive periods is grouped. 

FIVE MAIN CHARACTERS 

Adam Genesis 1:1-5:32 

Noah Genesis 6:1-10:32 

Abraham Genesis 11:1-25:18 

Isaac Genesis 25:19-35:29 

Jacob Genesis 36:1-50:26 

PROPHECIES CONCERNING CHRIST 

Genesis 3:15 / Genesis 12:3 / Genesis 18:18 / Genesis 22:18 / Genesis 26:4 / Genesis 28:14 / Genesis 49:10 

THE AUTHOR 

The author of Genesis was Moses and under divine guidance he may indeed have been led to make use of materials 

already existing in primitive documents, or even of traditions in a trustworthy form that had come down to his time, 

purifying them from all that was unworthy, but the hand of Moses is clearly seen throughout in its structure. 

Exodus 17:14 (Write on a scroll) 

Exodus 24:4-8 (He wrote it down, book of the covenant) 
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Numbers 33:1-2 (He recorded their journey) 

Deuteronomy 31:9+22 (He wrote it down) 

THE NEW TESTAMENT CONFIRMS THAT MOSES 
WAS THE AUTHOR 

Matthew 12:5 / Luke 16:16 / John 7:19 / Luke 2:42 / John 7:23 / Luke 23. 

OUTSIDE THE BIBLE 

There is proof outside the Bible as well. There are two historians, Philo and Josephus who both testify that Moses 

wrote the book. Just as a side note these two historians were not Christians. 

WHY MOSES WROTE THE BOOKS 

John 20:30-31 (Believe) and 2 Peter 3:1 (Reminders). God told Moses what to write and the Patriarchs kept copies 

and Moses edited them. What was written for the law was written for those under the law. Romans 3:19 but it wasn’t 

just for them under the law but for us as well. Romans 15:4. 

THE DATE 

The date of the Book of Genesis is uncertain, Archbishop James Usher dates it around 1581-1656 B.C. and he 

believes that the earth was around 4004 years old. Egyptian records have been found to go back to 3000 B.C., but 

most Christians believe the Earth is approximately just over 6000 years old. 

THE BOOK ITSELF 

Genesis is the foundation of the rest of the Bible, it’s about beginnings, creation and dealings with people. 

THESE ARE ALL ACCOUNTS 

Genesis 5:1 / Genesis 6:9 / Genesis 10:1 / Genesis 11:10 / Genesis 11:27 / Genesis 25:12 / Genesis 25:19 / Genesis 

36:1 / Genesis 37:2 
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In Genesis, we learn about sin, life, justification by faith, and our need for salvation. The future is bound up in the 

past and there are three messages in the Book of Genesis. 

1. Relationship between man and God through worship, communion and turning to God. 

2. Relationships between human beings through society. 

3. The value of faithful obedience and is conditional for salvation. Acceptance. 

PARADISE LOST AND REGAINED 

Genesis 1:4 Light and Darkness / Revelation 21:25 No Night 

Genesis 1:10 Water and Land / Revelation 21:1 No Sea 

Genesis 1:14-15 Sun and Moon / Revelation 21:23 No Moon or Sun 

Genesis 2:8-9 Garden / Revelation 21:2 City is prepared 

Genesis 2:10 River flowing out from Garden / Revelation 22:1 River Flowing from God’s throne 

Genesis 1:2 / Revelation 21:22 

Genesis 1:2-3 / Revelation 6 

What was lost in Genesis was found in Christ Jesus and then in Heaven. 

TEN NATURAL DIVISIONS 

Genesis 2:4 Heaven and Earth Genesis 5:1 Adam 

Genesis 6:9 Noah Genesis 10:1 Sons of Noah 

Genesis 11:10 Shem Genesis 11:27 Terah 

Genesis 25:12 Ishmael Genesis 25:19 Isaac 

Genesis 36:1+9 Esau Genesis 37:2 Jacob 

EVOLUTION 

Ask the Evolutionist if he believes in miracles, his answer will certainly be No! Ask him how he would define a 

miracle. In other words, what is a miracle? He will be compelled to say that he believes it is ‘something that is 

impossible’. 

You may then tell him that he cannot believe in Evolution, because it is based on at least two events which are 

impossible. These are: 

1. Spontaneous Generation. 

2. Transmutation. 
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SPONTANEOUS GENERATION 

Spontaneous Generation simply means that life came into existence where before there had been no life! And it takes 

more FAITH to believe this than to believe that an intelligent Creator, whom we call God, created life. 

The question, which you should ask is, which came first, the hen or the egg? This is a question dating back to 

Plutocrat, the Roman writer who was born in 46 A.D. This question reminds us that everything we see is an ‘effect’. 

And an effect must have a cause. 

NOTHING COMES FROM ANYTHING 

The Greeks said, ‘something IS, therefore something WAS’. We cannot go back, saying, ‘Hen from Egg, Egg from 

Hen, Hen from Egg.’ We must eventually say that one or the other, either the hen or the egg, was created because life 

is dependent on antecedent life. The word ‘Antecedent’ ‘anti seed ent’ means ‘going before’. 

Ask the person who believes in Evolution, where did the first living things come from? If they came from nothing, 

please explain how it happened!’ 

Evolutionists have tried to answer this question in many ways. They often spoke of the ‘nebular theory’, which boils 

down to this: Let us suppose that FORCE and MATTER have always existed! Notice the ‘suppose’! 

‘This FORCE, which came from nobody knows WHERE, exerted itself on this MATTER, which came into existence 

nobody knows HOW and the universe was created. 

You will notice that they never offer to tell you where the Force and the Matter came from. In fact, an item in the 

Daily Telegraph some years ago is headed ‘Evolutionary Theories hopelessly outdated’. 

Professor Edgar H. Andrews, Professor of Materials at London University and Head of the Department of Science at 

Queen Mary College, gave this evidence before an Industrial Tribunal. 

He stated that the theories of people like Sir Fred Hoyle, were ‘almost completely discredited’, and he stated that the 

education syllabus, which required teachers to teach Hoyle’s theory of ‘continuous creation’ was ‘an attempt to avoid 

accepting that there was ever a start in the universe, that it never had a beginning, and that matter was continuously 

being destroyed and re-created.’ 

The fossils reveal evidence of Apes and of Men but despite all the fantastic and fanciful claims ‘no ape-men’. And 

those who know Evolution know this is true. If I had the time I could write about the ‘Piltdown man’, ‘Nebraska 

man’, ‘Java man’, ‘Neanderthal man’, all of whom have, at one time or another, been put forward as ‘links’ between 

Man and the Apes. We do not hear a great deal about this today. 

AND THE REASON? 

Professor Patrick Geddes of Edinburgh University and Professor J. A. Thomson of Aberdeen University said when 

questioned concerning Man’s origin: ‘We do not know whence he emerged nor do we know how man arose, for it 
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must be admitted that the factors of the evolution of Man partake largely of the nature of ‘MAYBE’S’, which have no 

permanent position in science.’ 

Professor John Tyndall, the physicist, who became a professor at the Royal Institute and who was contemporary with 

Darwin and Huxley, said: ‘Those who hold the doctrine of Evolution are by no means ignorant of the uncertainty of 

their data’. 

Lord Kelvin, perhaps Scotland’s greatest scientist stated: ‘I am ready to accept as an article of faith in science valid 

for all time and all space, that Life is produced by Life and ONLY by Life’. 

Herbert Spencer, who was nicknamed ‘Darwin’s Bulldog’ because he defended Darwin from his critics, said referring 

to the Theory of Evolution: ‘This is a hypothesis, I readily admit. That it may never be anything more seems 

probable. That, even in its more defensive shape, there are serious difficulties in its way, I cheerfully acknowledge.’ 

Why, then, do some scientists, accept what is an unproven theory? 

Professor D. M. S. Watson said: ‘Evolution itself is accepted by zoologists, NOT because it has been observed to 

occur or can be proved by logical, coherent evidence. But because the ONLY alternative, Special Creation, is clearly 

incredible.’ 

This was a man who did not believe in God. 

Professor L.T. More said: ‘The more one studies Palaeontology (fossils) the more certain one becomes that Evolution 

is based on faith alone. The only alternative is the doctrine of Special Creation, which may be true but is irrational’. 

Let us give the last word to Charles Darwin himself. In his ‘Life and Letters’, vol. 3, page 25, he wrote: ‘We cannot 

prove that one species has changed’. ‘There are 2 or 3 million species on Earth, but it must be said today, despite all 

the efforts of trained observers, not one change of species with another is on record.’ 

In other words, Evolution is still a theory, nothing more. 

D.N.A. 

Another important fact is that each living cell is extremely complex, containing within itself the coded information, 

which identifies the cell, in the form of D.N.A. D.N.A, deoxyribonucleic acid, pronounced, ‘dee oxy rybo nucleic 

acid.’ 

It was stated that each cell contains enough information to fill a 1000 volume set of Encyclopaedias. ‘Reader’s 

Digest’ October 1962. This is how complex a living cell is. And it is also why it is impossible for scientists to 

produce life in a laboratory. Kornberg tried to do this. In 1957 he analysed a cell chemically and discovered that it 

had SIX bits of known D.N.A, sugar, phosphates and four bases, amino acids, etc. but he could not produce a living 

cell. The chances of finding the right chemical combination which might produce life have blood supply have been 

calculated as 1 x 10,243 Billion! 

The French Mathematician, Du Nouy, reckoned that it would take this to produce JUST ONE molecule of protein. 

Another popular topic among Evolutionists is the supposed existence of vestigial organs. These are organs of the 

human body, which, they claim, have become unnecessary because we have outgrown them, and which are now 

useless because we have ‘evolved’. 
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Wedersheim originally listed 180 of these ‘now useless’ parts of the human body, and the list included tonsils, and 

the appendix, to name two with which everyone must be familiar! But Sir Arthur Keith, President of the Royal 

College of Surgeons, pointed out that it was dangerous to brand, as useless an organ rich in blood supply and which 

continues to grow to the 20th year of a person’s life, and sometimes to the 50th year. 

As for the tonsils, there was a time when doctors removed children’s tonsils ‘at the drop of a hat’, so to speak! But 

they are now back in fashion” We now know that they are important because they produce antibodies, and, to quote 

Sir Arthur Keith again, says today: ‘No-one would describe them as vestigial’ 

In fact, of the list of the 180 human organs originally supposed to be useless, only SIX remain, and the doctors are 

very unsure about these because they include the pituitary and adrenal glands. Another ‘proof of evolution’ 

demolished! 

THE FOSSIL RECORDS 

If Evolution has actually taken place, the one thing that would prove it conclusively would be for the scientists to 

produce the fossils, which show the successive links. Notice ‘links’, plural. Talk about the ‘Missing Link’ is 

laughable because it is NOT A LINK, which is missing but an entire chain. All the intermediate forms are missing. 

George Simpson, an American Evolutionist, stated that: ‘if there was an effective breeding population of 100 million 

individuals, and they produced a new generation DAILY, the likelihood of a good evolutionary mutation could be 

expected about once in 274 billion years’. 

Now, when you consider that evolutionists themselves generally believe the Earth to be about 4 to 5 billion years old, 

you can see the problem. And, by the way, Simpson speaks of ONE mutation in 274 billion years. But remember you 

need TWO to breed! And to really mess things up, let it be stated that Mutations are always sterile! 

No wonder Simpson became a little exasperated and said: ‘Unless there is an unknown factor tremendously 

increasing the chance of simultaneous mutations, such a process has played no part whatever in Evolution’. ‘Major 

Features of Evolution’. 1953 

In other words, the case for Evolution cannot be supported by the mutation theory. 

WHY TRANSMUTATION IS IMPOSSIBLE 

There is a simple reason why change from one species of creature to another does not occur. Living cells are 

composed of protons, neutrons and electrons, and every cell has its own Mitotic Pattern. Mitosis is the method of cell 

division in which the nucleus of the cell divides to create ‘daughter’ cells, each of which contains the same number of 

chromosomes as its parent cell. 

These chromosomes are responsible for carrying the characteristics, which are inherited by the offspring. In other 

words, the law of nature, as the Bible says, is ‘Like produces like’. Dogs do not produce cats! Genesis 1:12 / Genesis 

1:21 / Genesis 1:25. 
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That Mitotic Pattern is like the fingerprint of the cell, and the cell is identifiable by the pattern contained within it. 

Interfere with the cell, try to change the pattern, and the cell will die. Or at best, maybe produce a Mutant, if you can 

wait so long! 

Suppose the cell were to be invaded by an alien body. That would break up the pattern and the cell would die. You 

cannot change the Mitotic Pattern characteristic of one cell, into the pattern which is characteristic of another kind. 

Interference produces death. 

This is one reason why it may be possible to detect the onset of Cancer by observing the condition of the cell. And 

this is also why Mutations turn out to be bad. Nature has placed boundaries, or limits, which cannot be overstepped 

without causing damage, 1 Corinthians 15:39. 

It is interesting to notice that the Bible, in Paul’s First letter to the Corinthians, chapter 15:39, hints at this, when it 

speaks of different kinds of ‘flesh’, of birds and fish and other living things. 

The cell of one KIND of creature cannot be changed into the cell of another. This is why it is nonsense to talk about 

Fish becoming Amphibians and then Mammals swinging from trees! 

TRANSMUTATION 

Transmutation is the name given to the theory, which ‘claims’ that one form of life, one ‘species’, changed into 

another form of life, or species. And this is another impossibility! ‘Trans’, across, ‘Mutation’, change. ‘Evolution’ 

comes from ‘e volvo’, Latin for ‘I turn’. 

The question is, is it TRUE that one KIND of creature has changed, or can change, into creatures of an entirely 

different kind? 

Sometimes those who advocate Evolution do not seem to realise how ridiculous they make themselves. For instance, 

Lamarck, the Frenchman advanced a theory known as ‘The Theory of Acquired Characteristics.’ 

This suggested that the Giraffe acquired its long neck, NOT because it was designed that way, but because in a time 

of famine, it had to stretch up to the leaves, which were high on the trees! The snake lost its legs through crawling 

through knotholes in trees when escaping from birds! 

And, speaking of birds, Harold Firbans, in ‘Home Geography, page 142, offers us this piece of ‘science’. 

‘If birds could talk, what stories we might hear. We might learn of a time, ever so long ago, when their grandfathers 

were not birds at all. Then, they could not fly, for they had neither wings nor feathers. These grandfathers of our birds 

had four legs, a long tail and jaws and teeth. After a time, feathers grew in their bodies and their front legs became 

changed for flying. These were strange-looking creatures. There are none like them living now’. 

WHAT A PITY! ‘IF BIRDS COULD TALK’? 

If birds could laugh, they would laugh their feathers off at such ridiculous nonsense. But, this is one of the ways in 

which ‘evolution’ is supposed to have taken place. 
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Remember! We are not denying that changes may take place within the KIND or SPECIES. MODIFICATION or 

VARIATION is one thing, MUTATION is another thing entirely! It delivers the death blow to the theory of 

Evolution. 

WHY? 

1. Because mutations rarely happen. Most genes mutate only once in 100,000 generations or more. ‘World Book 

Encyclopaedia’. 

One Evolutionist, C. H. Waddington stated that ‘the odds are probably one ion a million’. 

2. Good mutations are even rarer. 

Herman Muller says, ‘Most mutations are bad. In fact, good ones are so rare that we can consider them ALL bad’. 

Dr William J. Tinkle, who was a noted Geneticist, has stated that ‘No mutation is on record which would make an 

animal or plant better organised, or place it in a higher category than its ancestors.’ 

Professor Andrews also informed the Tribunal, that this theory was different from the current scientific view. 

‘This is that there was an origin, referred to colloquially, as ‘the Big Bang’, to describe the suddenness of the 

beginning of the universe.’ 

He said, ‘Evolution is still an unproven hypothesis, there are overwhelming arguments against its validity.’ 

So, you see, even according to the latest theory, we are back to a Beginning! But we are still not told what or who 

caused the ‘Big Bang’, which created the Universe! And to propose an ‘effect’ without an adequate ‘cause’, is just as 

much an act of faith on the part of the person who believes in Evolution, as is the Christian’s belief in an intelligent 

Creator. 

AN EXAMPLE 

Evolution would have us believe that two atoms came together, collided at great speed and life ‘evolved’ from it! 

Everything has to have a ‘cause’ and ‘effect’ but the bigger the ‘cause’ results in the bigger ‘effect’. 

If two people were driving two separate cars and had a head-on collision at 100 miles per hour, both cars would be 

destroyed and both people would die. You get one brand-new car and one brand new human from it! If I were to 

throw a hand grenade into a crowded room, it would kill everyone inside and destroy the building. Everyone knows 

that that kind of collision destroys life and things, it doesn’t create new things or new life. 

You should persist in demanding to know, HOW did it all happen? And WHERE did life come from? Never allow 

the Evolutionist to get away with asking all the questions! If the world began with ‘the big bang’, where did the 

things which caused the ‘big bang’ come from? 

Incidentally, if you are ever asked, who made God? Just point out that this is not a CLEVER question at all. When 

people ask it, they usually think they have been very smart. It is NOT a clever question, because the two words 

‘made’ and ‘God’ do not belong together. 
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There are some words that ‘fly apart’ the moment you put them together because they do not ‘fit’. Try imagining a 

‘dry raindrop’, or a ‘lead balloon’. One word is an Adjective, ‘dry’, ‘lead’, whilst the others are nouns, ‘raindrop’, 

and ‘balloon’. Adjectives are words, which qualify nouns, and they are meant to belong together, but not all 

adjectives match all nouns. 

So, with the words ‘made God’. In this case, ‘made’ and ‘God’ cannot be joined together. If God were ‘made’, He 

would not be ‘God’, because the concept of ‘God’ implies a Being who was never ‘made’, who did not have a 

beginning. 

So, to return to our ‘hen and egg’, the hen and the egg are Secondary Causes, which means that once they have been 

brought into existence they can continue to produce each other. The Primary Cause, the First Cause, who created 

them, is God. 

The bottom line is this, either everything we see around us is the result of intelligent, orderly DESIGN, or, the 

Universe or everything in it, is an ACCIDENT. It came into existence by BLIND CHANCE. I know which view I 

prefer to take! 

Aristotle, who was so wise that he was known as ‘Master of those who Know’, because of his all-round knowledge 

spoke of the origin of things and declared that there are three factors in the world. 

1. Matter, which is moved and does not move anything. 

2. Nature, which is moved, and which can move itself. 

3. God, Who moves everything and is Himself unmoved. 

CHAPTER 1 

‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’ Genesis 1:1 

Genesis 1:1 is a summary of creation and the rest of the chapter are the accounts. This one verse throws out all other 

religions, like Evolution, Atheism, Polytheism, Pantheism, Materialism and Humanism. 

GOD 

The word here is from Elohim, which is plural and used approximately 2,000 times in the Old Testament. God is self-

existing, but the world depends on Him. He is Eternal, full of mercy and love. He is eternal and omnipresent. He is 

all-knowing and all-powerful. There is only one God, ‘Shema’, Deuteronomy 6:4, the people of Old Testament times 

would have that Scripture in a Mezuzah which is like a small pencil object with this verse inside it hanging on their 

door as a constant reminder that there is only one God. 

And notice there are no ‘ifs’ ‘buts’ or ‘maybes’, there’s no questioning if God exists and the Bible never sets out to 

prove the existence of God, it’s written as a matter of fact. John 1:1 / Hebrews 1:1. 

WHO WAS INVOLVED IN CREATION? 
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God the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit. Genesis 1:1 / Genesis 1:2 / John 1:1-3 / Colossians 1:15-18 / Hebrews 

1:1-3. Remember that Jesus didn’t become Jesus until He became flesh, John 1:14, He was known as the Word. It 

was God who created, the Word spoke creation into existence and creation reproduces after its kind. The Holy Spirit 

was also involved in creation, Psalm 33:6-7 / Job 26:13. 

The word for created is the word, ‘bara’ which is used exclusively by God in calling something into existence out of 

nothing. The heavens refer to the galaxies of all suns, moons and stars and the earth refers to that on which man 

resides. Genesis 2:1 /Genesis 14:19 / Genesis 14:22 / Jeremiah 23:24. 

THREE HEAVENS 

Speaking about himself, the apostle Paul says ‘I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago, was caught up to the 

third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.’ 2 Corinthians 12:2 

So, we have here three ‘heavens’. 

1. The heaven which is God’s spiritual eternal home. This isn’t physical and isn’t created. 

2. The heaven where the stars and planets are. This is physical and is created. 

3. The heaven surrounding the earth where the atmosphere is, and the birds fly. This is physical and is created. 

The word ‘heavens’ is used in different ways in the Bible. 

1. It’s used of the two heavens that God created. 

2. It’s also used of the third heaven. This is the uncreated heaven where God has always been from eternity. 

Did God create the heavens and the earth millions of years ago, and let them become, without form and void. Then, 

the spirit of God moved, and we have the world today? 

‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.’ Genesis 1:1-2 

We should notice exactly what Genesis 1:1-2 tells us. It doesn’t tell us that God created the heavens and the earth, 

and then allowed them to ‘become without form and void’. 

Instead, it makes a positive and emphatic statement about their origin. It tells us that they were created by God. That 

is how they came to exist. 

The word, ‘created’ is significant, because the word ‘bara’ used in this chapter, means ‘to bring into existence 

something which has not previously existed’. Genesis 1:1 / Genesis 1:21 / Genesis 1:27. The word bara is only used 

for the works of God. Romans 4:17 / Hebrews 11:3. 

It is very different from the word ‘made’. One can ‘make’ a thing out of pre-existent material, put God first ‘created’ 

the matter, brought into existence the ‘building blocks’ so to speak and began to produce the ordered system which 

we know as ‘the heavens and the earth’. 

Notice, also, that God created this material ‘in the beginning’, and it is, therefore, reasonable to assume that, before 

this, matter did not exist. The phrase, ‘in the beginning’ has been called ‘the dateless date’ because we cannot go any 

farther back than ‘the beginning’. 

‘Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.’ Genesis 1:2 
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This verse tells us that, at the time of its creation, the material to which God himself later gave the name 

‘Earth’, Genesis 1:10, was, as described in the Hebrew text which is almost a play on words! The A.V. translated this 

as ‘without form and void’ and both words mean ‘empty’. 

How long has God allowed this state of emptiness to continue, or if he allowed it to continue at all? We cannot say. 

There is nothing in the Bible that will permit us to be dogmatic on the matter. 

But, in order to account for the fossil record, and, especially, to make room for the Dinosaurs mentioned in the 

question, attempts have been made to fix a gap of millions of years between verses 1 and 2. Sometimes, in order to 

prevent the Bible from being called ‘unscientific’, very clever religious people have gone out of their way to 

accommodate the scientists, or, at the very least, have tried to harmonize, the Bible and ‘Science’. 

We have here a case in point. Thomas Chalmers was a Scottish clergyman, born in 1780, who is probably best 

remembered as the man who was largely responsible for the founding of the ‘Free Church of Scotland’. Dr Chalmers 

was a great orator, a mathematician and a chemist. As a writer, he produced a work entitled ‘Institutes of Theology’ 

which ran to 34 volumes! 

In his attempts to reconcile the Biblical account of Creation with what was claimed to be ‘science’, he produced the 

‘Catastrophe Theory’, which assumed that in the imaginary time-gap between verses 1 and 2, there had been an 

earlier ‘Creation’, which had been destroyed by some sort of disaster which destroyed all life, including the 

Dinosaurs, which, he thought, had existed during that earlier time. 

According to this theory, it was this ‘catastrophe’ that, besides killing the dinosaurs, also produced the fossils. Since 

there is no mention of anything like this in the Bible, how did Thomas Chalmers support his theory? 

He did it by going to the 2nd verse of Genesis 1 and changing the translation. He said that the word ‘was’, which in 

Hebrew is ‘havah’, should really be ‘hayah’, which means ‘became’. With this change, the verse comes out as ‘the 

earth became without form and void’. 

Unfortunately for his theory, there is no linguistic evidence or authority for making such a change in the text. 

Linguistically, the word ‘was’ in the 2nd verse, refers to all the time during which the ‘Earth’ existed as a formless 

mass. 

But, to support his theory, Dr Chalmers also turned to verse 28, which, in the AV., reads, ‘replenish the earth’, and he 

took this to mean, ‘fill the earth again’. But the word ‘male’ doesn’t mean ‘fill again’. It means ‘fill up’. 

God commanded those whom he had created to ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill up the earth’. In other words, God 

commanded the first human beings to populate the planet which, as his work on the previous days reveals, he had 

prepared for them to occupy. Still no evidence for the ‘Catastrophe Theory’! 

Dr Chalmers also argued from Isaiah 45:18, which tells us that God ‘created the heavens and formed the earth’. 

The verse continues to say that God ‘did not create it a chaos, he formed it to be inhabited’. Bear in mind that Isaiah 

had not heard of Dr Chalmers’s theory! The prophet is speaking on behalf of God and is speaking about the earth on 

which we live today. 

THE DAYS 

The Hebrew word for day is the word ‘Yom’ which means 24 hours, when this word is used with a numeral adjective, 

it always signifies a 24-hour day. Exodus 6-9, 40 Days and Nights, Genesis 7:24, 150 Days the Earth was flooded, 



12 

Jonah, 3 Days, Creation, rested on the 7th Day. Of the 1,284 times, this word is used alone without the numerical 

adjective in the Old Testament there are only a few exceptions when it does not signify a 24-hour day. 

The plural form ‘yamin’ always refers to a 24-hour day. Exodus 20:11. If God is who the Bible describes Him to be, 

then certainly He has the power to create and the power to create in a single moment. 

Everything was made in order of creation on purpose so that everything that was created already had its environment 

created first. Genesis 1:2, Now and Was. ‘Hay etha’ is Hebrew for was, Genesis 1:2. Let’s not forget that the earth 

was formed in order to be inhabited, Isaiah 45:18. God brought form to the unformed Earth. 

WHAT DID GOD CREATE? 

Genesis 1:3-5 Light. 

Genesis 1:6-8 Atmosphere, sky. 

Genesis 1:9-13 Land, Sea and vegetation. 

Genesis 1:14-19 Sun, Moon and the Stars. 

Genesis 1:20-23 Birds, Fish, and Creatures that move along the ground, Wild Animals and Man. 

DAY ONE 

‘And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light 
from the darkness. God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness he called ‘night.’ And there was evening, and there 

was morning—the first day.’ Genesis 1:3-5 

This is the first recorded words of God; hence it is The Word who is speaking, and the text should read, ‘be light’ or 

‘light be’ because it is a command. God worked during the day, in the day, in the light and when He speaks, He 

commands, and things come into existence from nothing. 

We know that Jesus Himself is the Light of the world and the light of life. John 8:12, and we know that God Himself 

is Light, 1 John 1:5. We also know that Jesus often used physical realities to make a spiritual point, Matthew 12:39. 

They are actual, factual, historical events intended to point beyond themselves to greater spiritual truths. Paul 

suggests that God has done the same thing in creation itself, 2 Corinthians 4:6. 

Paul here is alluding to Genesis 1:3, and Paul considers it to be a historical, factual and plainly understood the text. 

God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. The text, for Paul, points to a real event in time and history, the 

creation of light around six thousand years ago, as recorded in Genesis. 

However, God revealed to Paul that the text does even more than record history. God showed Paul that His acts in 

creation were like cosmic words, foretelling spiritual things to come. Just as God said, ‘Let there be light!’ He now 

says to helpless, weak, sinners, ‘Let there be understanding of who Christ is.’ 

As the light on day One invaded the darkness of cosmic creation, so God’s grace invades our weak, frail minds. We 

stand before God without spiritual light and void of goodness. Like the original creation in Genesis 1:1-2, we don’t 

yet have spiritual life. But all that changes because of God’s grace, John 1:4-5. 

Like Paul, John is alluding to Genesis 1:3, and he believes that every word is historic and literally true. In addition, 

God revealed to John that the Genesis text says much more. God intended the historic light of creation to burn into 
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our minds an even greater spiritual truth. And notice that the Creator is magnified at least six times in the creation 

account with the statement, ‘It was good.’ 

DAY TWO 

‘And God said, ‘Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.’ So, God made the vault and 
separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault ‘sky.’ And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the second day.’ Genesis 1:6-8 

On day one, God created light and earth, covered with water and on day two, God divided that water. Some of the 

water stayed on earth to eventually form the oceans, lakes, and rivers, that’s day three, that would be filled with fish 

and other sea creatures, that’s day five. The Bible says that the rest of the water was ‘separated’ from this water on 

earth and was placed ‘above the vault.’ 

BUT WHAT WAS THE VAULT? 

The word ‘vault’ is the Hebrew word, ‘raqiya’ and means a space or expanse. This includes the universe, outer space 

and the sky. 2 Chronicles 2:6 / Isaiah 13:10 / Jeremiah 4:25. The vault refers to a space or expanse called 

‘heaven’, Genesis 1:8. 

On day four of Creation, God put the sun, moon, and stars in the heaven, Genesis 1:17, and on day five He created 

birds that fly in the part of the heaven that is near us, Genesis 1:20. So from this, we know that on day two God 

created our atmosphere, what we call the ‘sky’ and outer space. 

WHERE DID THE WATER GO THAT GOD PUT 
‘ABOVE THE VAULT’? 

We don’t know for sure because the Bible doesn’t give many more details. But this likely refers to water somewhere 

in outer space. As we learn more about the universe, studying it through the lens of Scripture, we’re sure to find out 

where this water is. After God divided the waters and created our atmosphere and outer space, there was evening and 

morning, ending day two. 

Notice that God didn’t say ‘it was good’ at this point, why? Because it was incomplete at this point. 

DAY THREE 

‘And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.’ And it was so. God 
called the dry ground ‘land,’ and the gathered waters he called ‘seas.’ And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
‘Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to 

their various kinds.’ And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and 
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trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and 

there was morning—the third day.’ Genesis 1:9-13 

Here we see God creating dry land and separating it from the sea and notice also that God commanded all the produce 

to grow, Genesis 1:11. On day one, He created a water-covered earth, and on day two, He created our atmosphere and 

outer space. But there was nothing on the earth, not even any land and nothing in space. On day three, it was time to 

start filling them up. 

First, God commanded the water to go into one place so that dry ground could appear. Because this water went into 

‘one place’, Genesis 1:9, it seems that God created one great big ocean and one great big continent. It wouldn’t be 

until the Flood that we would get the seven continents that we have today. 

Now that there was dry land, God commanded it to produce plants. Soon fruit trees, green grass, pretty flowers, and 

many other kinds of plants filled the land. And each of these plants reproduces ‘according to its kind’, Genesis 1:12. 

This means that one kind of plant cannot turn into another kind of plant, daisies always produce more daisies and pine 

trees always produce more pine trees. Plants didn’t evolve. God created all of the plant kinds on day three and since 

part of His creation was completed, God saw that the dry land and the beautiful plants were good, Genesis 1:12. It 

was then evening and morning, the end of the third day of Creation, Genesis 1:13. 

DAY FOUR 

‘And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as 
signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the 

earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern 
the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and 
the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was 

morning—the fourth day.’ Genesis 1:14-19 

Here we have the account of God creating the Sun, Moon and Stars to govern night and day. On day two God created, 

among other things, outer space, but outer space was just, well, space! So, on day four He filled it with all kinds of 

beautiful things. 

These ‘lights’, Genesis 1:14, include the sun, moon, and stars, Genesis 1:15, as well as many other things that aren’t 

named in Genesis, such as the other planets in our solar system, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and 

Neptune, dwarf planets like Pluto, asteroids, comets, exoplanets, planets that orbit other stars, and so much more. 

God’s creativity isn’t just seen here on earth with all the different kinds of plants and animals. The creativity of our 

Creator is seen throughout everything He has made, including the objects in outer space, Psalm 19:1. 

God created the sun, moon, and stars for two reasons. The first is for ‘signs and seasons, and for days and 

years’, Genesis 1:14. Did you know that you don’t need a clock to tell what time it is? We can actually use the sun! 

And the moon determines our months while years are determined by earth’s revolution around the sun. The stars also 

change depending on the season, and we can use them to determine directions. Ancient sailors, explorers, and 

travellers used the stars to help them reach their destination, and we can still do that today. 

The sun, moon, and stars do a good job doing what they were designed to do. The other purpose for the sun and moon 

is to provide light on the earth, Genesis 1:14 / Genesis 1:17-18. The sun gives us lots of light during the day, and the 

moon reflects the sun’s light on earth at night so that we can see. 

God saw that His creations, the bright sunshine, the cool night moon, the twinkling stars, and all the other objects in 

outer space, were good, Genesis 1:18. Then there was evening and morning, the end of the fourth day. 
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DAY FIVE 

‘And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.’ 
So, God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about 

in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God 
blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on 

the earth.’ And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.’ Genesis 1:20-23 

Here we see God creating the Fish for sea, Birds for Sky, and notice again, ‘according to their kind’ and we see them 

receiving a blessing from God. On day five, God filled the oceans with fish, whales, corals, clams, squid, jellyfish, 

marine reptiles, and so much more, Genesis 1:20-21. 

These creatures didn’t come about slowly over millions of years, with corals, sponges, and jellyfish coming first and 

then fish coming later. All of them were created on the same day by God. But God wasn’t finished yet, He also 

created birds and other flying creatures, Genesis 1:20–21. Imagine the quiet earth with all those beautiful plants 

suddenly filled with the songs and cries of all kinds of different birds. 

It must have been amazing, but it wasn’t just birds, God also created bats and flying reptiles on day five. After He had 

finished creating all the sea and flying creatures, God told them to be fruitful and multiply, so they could fill the 

earth, Genesis 1:22. 

Each kind of creature was created to reproduce according to its kind, Genesis 1:21, so bats have baby bats, crabs have 

baby crabs, and whales have baby whales. Of course, this is exactly what we see in the world. One kind of animal 

never produces another kind. They always reproduce according to their kind, just as it says in Genesis. 

When God looked down and saw all the wonderful and amazing sea creatures and the beautiful flying creatures, He 

saw that it was ‘good’, Genesis 1:21, and there was evening and morning, the end of day five. Genesis 1:23. 

WHAT ABOUT THE DINOSAURS? 

If there was no ‘former creation’ during which Dinosaurs roamed the earth, when did they exist? Well, Genesis 

1:21 offers us something to think about. 

‘So, God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves 
about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.’ 

On the fifth day God created ‘great sea monsters’, R.S.V. Here the Hebrew word used is ‘tannin’, which is used to 

describe any ‘long’ creature and is used to refer to sea monsters, dragons, serpents and lizards. Since the word 

‘dinosaur’ comes from ‘deino saurus’ and means ‘terrible lizard’, verse 21 has therefore been described as referring 

to the ‘Saurian’ age. 

Well, perhaps the ‘days’ of creation were vast geological periods and not 24 hour days? Not so! It is true that the 

word ‘yom’, ‘day’ is used in several ways in the Bible, and was used to refer to an indefinite period of time, as, for 

instance, ‘the day of temptation in the wildernesses’, Psalm 95:8 / Isaiah 2:11. 

But, remember that the account of creation repeatedly says, ‘And there was evening and there was morning, one day. 

So, it was evening and there was morning a second day.’ 

Brother J.B. Rotherham’s literal rendering of the Hebrew text gives us this as the literal translation. Again, when the 

Israelites were commanded to ‘remember the sabbath day’ they were given a reason. 
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‘For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and the seventh (day) is a Sabbath’. The rule to follow is 

quite simple, when the word ‘day’ is preceded by a number, it must be understood to refer to literal days of 24 hours. 

Those of us, who believe in the omnipotence of God, have no difficulty in accepting that He who said, ‘Light be!’, 

and there was light, was also capable of completing the work of creation without resorting to the use of ‘vast 

geological periods’. Bear in mind that those who accept the Darwinian theory of Evolution need vast periods of time 

to accommodate it. 

DAY 6 

‘And God said, ‘Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move 
along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals 
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground 

according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 

animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ So, God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God, he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over 

every living creature that moves on the ground.’ Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of 
the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the 
earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of 

life in it—I give every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.’ Genesis 1:24-31 

We know that God created everything in just six days, Genesis 1 / Exodus 20:11. Each day of creation He formed 

something unique and amazing that brings glory to Him. Day six was His final day of creation. On day six, God 

commanded the earth to bring forth living creatures, Genesis 1:24. 

All of the animals that live, or lived, on the land, such as elephants, horses, and dinosaurs, were created on this 

day, Genesis 1:24-25. And each kind was unique and different, from tiny mice to the huge T. rex to howling 

monkeys. Each one was created to reproduce according to its kind, Genesis 1:25, so one kind will never turn into 

another kind. Dogs always have baby dogs, cats always have baby cats, and horses always have baby horses. 

After He finished creating the animals, God turned His attention to His most important creation, mankind, Genesis 

1:26. Notice, ‘Let us make man in our image’ this only happened when God created man, Colossians 1:16 and notice 

the plural unity of the Godhead. Adam and Eve were created with free will, they will have choices to make, freedom, 

freedom of choice, Ephesians 4:20-24 / Colossians 3:9-10. True righteousness means being right by God and holiness 

means being set apart for a purpose. 

God created man and woman in His very image, Genesis 1:27, ‘and God breathed into man the breath of life, and 

man became a living being’, Genesis 2:7 

Man is unique among all that God made because none of the animals were created in God’s image, only man and 

woman were. Being in the image of God refers to the spiritual inclinations of man that make him a spiritual being 

who seeks to worship a higher power than himself. God even created a special place for them to live, the Garden in 

Eden, Genesis 2:15. 

God created Adam, the first man, from dust, Genesis 2:7, and made Adam’s wife Eve from his rib, Genesis 2:21–22. 

This was the very first marriage, created by God, He blessed them and told them that they were to rule over the earth 

and fill it with children, Genesis 1:28. Now, Adam, Eve, and all the animals were created to be vegetarians, this 

means they only ate plants, Genesis 1:29-30. 
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This is because there was no death in God’s original creation, Adam and Eve were created never to die, and so were 

the animals. So, they only ate all the delicious fruits, vegetables, and plants that God had made on day three. Notice 

also that man has dominion over everything, the animals etc., except the heavens. 

At the end of day six, God looked at all He had made, all the different animals and Adam and Eve, and He said 

everything was ‘very good’, Genesis 1:31. 

Then there was evening and morning, the end of the sixth day, Genesis 1:31. 

CHAPTER 2 

Genesis 2 is an overview of the creation from man’s angle, it focuses on and zooms in on God’s greatest creation, 

man. 

‘Thus, the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work 
he had been doing; so, on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it 

holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.’ Genesis 2:1-3 

This is basically a summary of Genesis 1, and notice it’s not stated here that God rested from all activity, but that He 

rested from creation, ‘the work which he had been doing,’ which is an expression repeated twice. Please note that this 

has no reference whatever to the Jewish sabbath. This doesn’t refer to the days of the week, but the days of the 

creation. 

This day of God’s rest is still going on, Hebrews 4:4-6 / Hebrews 4:11, and will obviously continue until Christ 

returns. There is no command here for man to rest, no revelation whatever to Adam or his posterity suggesting or 

commanding the observance of any such thing as the Jewish sabbath. 

Notice also, the specific thing from which it’s stated that God rested is the work of creation, a fact which is obvious 

enough in the fact that the creation isn’t still going on. There is also no mention here of ‘evening and morning,’ which 

tells us that the close of the seventh day is still in progress. We must remember that the sabbath that God blessed was 

the first day of Adam’s life, not the seventh, and there’s no indication whatever that Adam ever heard of a sabbath. 

The sabbath was made known, not to Adam, but Moses, Nehemiah 9:13-14, and the reason for the Jewish observance 

of the sabbath given to them wasn’t because God rested on the creation sabbath, but ‘the deliverance of Israel from 

slavery in Egypt,’ Deuteronomy 5:15. The sabbath was never a sign between God and all men, but, ‘It is a sign 

between me (God) and the children of Israel.’ Exodus 31:17. 

God created everything in six days, Genesis 1 / Exodus 20:11. At the end of the sixth day, God looked at everything 

He had made and said it was ‘very good’, Genesis 1:31. 

The next day, day seven, God rested from His work of creating because it was all finished, Genesis 2:2. God then 

blessed this day because it was the day that He chose to rest from His work, Genesis 2:3. 

WHY DID GOD REST? 

Was He tired from all the work of creating? Not at all! The Bible tells us that God doesn’t get tired or sleep, Psalm 

121:3-4. He rested to establish a pattern for us to follow. 
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‘This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created when the LORD God made the earth and the 
heavens. Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent 
rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole 
surface of the ground. Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, and the man became a living being. Genesis 2:4-7 

This is an account of the heavens and the earth when God created them, the word ‘account’ in the context of Genesis 

refers to that which is begotten or generated. In this book, it’s the accounts of people through whom the seed-line 

promise of redemption would come. 

Since it’s the purpose of the writer to give an account of origins, the book is conveniently divided into sections by an 

introduction that alerts us to the beginning of a new section by mentioning the beginning of a new posterity. 

Ten times the writer introduces a section with the statement, ‘This is the account’ Genesis 2:4 / Genesis 5:1 / Genesis 

6:9 / Genesis 10:1 / Genesis 11:10 / Genesis 11:27 / Genesis 25:12 / Genesis 25:19 / Genesis 36:1 / Genesis 37:2. 

Beginning with this section, man is the offspring who came from the creation of the heavens and the earth, since from 

the dust of the earth the body of man was formed. Remember Moses isn’t presenting a second account of creation but 

focuses on the created heavens and earth giving birth to the human race. 

There was an ‘expanse’ created between the waters of the earth and the canopy of waters above the earth, Genesis 

1:6. The canopy of waters above the earth produced a greenhouse effect that created a warm temperature throughout 

the world, and thus lush vegetation grew over all the surface of the earth before the flood of Noah’s day. 

Evidently, rain didn’t occur before the flood of Noah’s day, and thus some had a difficult time believing the sermon 

of Noah that a great destruction by water was coming. 

In this context, we learn that vegetation throughout the world was watered by a mist that came up from the earth. The 

lush global vegetation made it possible for animal life throughout the world to exist in great abundance. 

CREATION OF MAN 

The average person weighs around 10.5 stone and is made up of the following chemicals: 92.4 lbs. Oxygen, 31.5 lbs. 

Carbon, 14.6 lbs. Hydrogen, 4.6 lbs. Nitrogen, 2.8 lbs. Phosphorous, 1.12 lbs. Chlorine, 1.02 lbs. Iron, 0.34 lbs 

potassium, 0.24 lbs. Sulphur, 0.12 lbs sodium, 0.04 lbs magnesium, 0.02 lbs. Fluorine. 

Now if you accept that, that is all there is to a human being, then you’ve sadly missed the point, there’s a lot more to 

a human being than just a few chemicals. You see all human beings are triune beings, let me explain. 

The Godhead is made up of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Human beings are also triune beings because we 

have a body, soul and spirit. But sadly, many people have forgotten the soul and spirit part, all they think about is the 

body. You see all these so-called supermodels who in the world’s eyes have great physical bodies but sadly the soul 

is dead. 

The apostle Paul gives us a complete description of the nature of man, ‘May the God of peace himself sanctify you 

completely. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 

Thessalonians 5:23. 

Here, the apostle clearly reveals that man is a triune being, consisting of spirit and soul and body. And even though 

this is the only verse in the Bible in which the three-fold nature of man is mentioned, these three elements, body, soul 

and spirit, are referred to in different combinations in other places, in both the Old and the New Testaments. 
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In the Old Testament, for example, in his God-given wisdom, Solomon refers to the body and the spirit. ‘The dust 

returns to the earth as it once was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it’. Ecclesiastes 12:7. 

Solomon says at death, the body returns to the dust of the earth, and the spirit goes back to God who gave it. So 

straight away we can see a distinction between the body and the spirit. 

‘And be not afraid of them which kill the body but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell.’ Matthew 10:28. 

Here, Jesus, Himself speaks of those who are able to kill the body, but who are unable to kill the soul. This statement 

proves that the body and the soul are also different. ‘For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern 

the thoughts and intents of the heart.’ Hebrews 4:12 

The Hebrew writer tells us that the Word of God is able to pierce, ‘to the dividing of soul and spirit’. Again, this 

shows us that there is a difference between the soul and the spirit. And remember the spirit to which the Hebrew 

writer makes reference too here is not the Holy Spirit but the human spirit. 

Paul makes this clearer in Romans 8:16 where he writes, ‘The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are 

God’s children.’ He also makes it clearer in 1 Corinthians 5:4 ‘In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, you being 

gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

And finally, the writer says, ‘To the general assembly and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, to 

God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect.’ Hebrews 12:13 

Contrasting the assembly of the Israelites at Mount Sinai with the assembly of the Hebrew Christians at Mount Zion, 

the writer tells them, ‘You have come to the spirits of just men made perfect’. And so, in Ecclesiastes 12:7 we see the 

distinction between the body and the spirit. In Matthew 10:28 we see the distinction between body and soul. And 

in Hebrews 4:12 we see the distinction between soul and spirit. 

Now please remember that in these verses where these three elements are mentioned, I’m not offering them as proof 

of man’s nature because we need to understand them in the context in which we find them. It’s in 1 Thessalonians 

5:23 where we find a definite statement as to the nature of man. We have to remember where we came from. 

WHY? 

Because some people have forgotten their creator / Hosea 8:14 /  Deuteronomy 32:18. That’s what happens when you 

forget where you came from, you become unmindful. When you take God out of the picture, you’re left with a 

pointless existence. When you take God out of the picture, you’re left with being nothing special. 

Now if we’re going to try and reach anyone, we ourselves first need to understand the nature of man. We too first 

need to understand where we came from. 

‘The LORD God formed the man from the soil of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living being.’ Genesis 2:7 

We see here that God formed or fashioned or moulded, man’s body out of the ground, and we read, that God 

‘breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being’. 

Now the word ‘being’ has been preferred by later translators, rather than the word ‘soul’ which is used in the King 

James Version, because the original word ‘nephesh’ does not mean ‘soul’ in the special New Testament sense. 
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Mickelson Hebrew Dictionary says this, nephesh (neh’-fesh) 1. (properly) a breathing creature, i.e. animal of 

(abstractly) vitality 2. used very widely in a literal, accommodated or figurative sense (bodily or mental). 

Mickelson Greek Dictionary says this, psuche (psoo-khay’). 1. soul, inner being or life 2. (literally) breath 

In fact, in the Old Testament, where the word ‘nephesh’ occurs 745 times, the translators of the King James Version 

have rendered it by at least 30 different words or phrases. So, the difference between the Hebrew ‘nephesh’ of the 

Old Testament and the Greek ‘psuche’ of the New Testament is easily recognisable. 

Something else we need to remember is that we’re not to suppose that man was a ‘dead soul’ until God breathed into 

him ‘the breath of lives.’ 

The word ‘life’ is plural in the Hebrew text. In other words, there was nothing before; it was the entrance of ‘the 

breath of lives’ which actually constituted him ‘Man’. Notice that the word ‘became’ is categorical. We should read 

the verse in this way; ‘God ‘breathed’ into his nostrils the breath of lives, and Man came into being, a living soul’. 

That phrase, ‘a living soul’, is adjectival and describes and defines man after God breathed life into the form which 

He had shaped. And it’s here we see the difference between man and the rest of Creation. 

Remembering that the Hebrew word ‘Adam’ means ‘man.’ ‘Life’ like animal life, is something which Adam shared 

with every other living creature created by God. But the difference between the other creatures and man lies in the 

fact that God said, ‘Let us make Man after our own image, after our likeness.’ Genesis 1:26 

Only with reference to man is this said, and it is this ‘likeness to God’ which uniquely constituted man as a rational 

and moral being, possessing a conscience that enabled him to distinguish between good and evil, right and wrong, 

obedience and disobedience. It is in this sense that man is a soul, a self, having self-awareness and self-

consciousness. 

Now look at Genesis 1:26 again, ‘God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ 

This shows us that man isn’t only superior to all other living creatures on Earth because he possesses this moral 

awareness. This also shows us that the gulf between man and the rest of creation was further emphasized and 

endorsed when God assigned to him dominion over all other living creatures. 

HOW DO THESE THREE DIFFERENT PARTS OF 
MAN RELATE TO EACH OTHER? 

I go into the local schools quite regularly and every now and then they ask me to come in and have a question and 

answer session with the children about God, the Bible and religion as a whole. And I remember one child asking me 

an amazing question, does the body have a soul? Now that’s a great question and yes, we can answer and say, yes, the 

body has a soul but maybe we should say, it’s the soul which has a body. 

OUR SOUL IS SELF-CONSCIOUS 
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Now I say that in light of what we’ve just looked at, the ‘soul’ is man’s unique self. It is the part of his being that, 

because it is rational and moral, determines the actions performed by his body, and which, therefore, renders him 

personally accountable for what he does. 

And so, it is man’s ‘soul’ which will ultimately be either saved or lost, depending on his response to the offer of the 

salvation which was made first possible by the coming of Christ into the world. 

OUR BODY IS EARTH CONSCIOUS 

So now let’s look at the body, as someone once said to me ‘The Body is of the earth and for the earth’. 

We might describe the body as ‘Earth-conscious’, since it is the physical tool or instrument, by means of which a 

person’s ‘soul’ or ‘self’ by its very nature is invisible and is able to function in a physical world. If we think about 

Jesus Himself, when the Lord came into the world, John 1:1-2 / John 1:14. 

Although the Son existed ‘in the beginning with God’, it was necessary that ‘the Word’ should ‘become flesh’ and 

‘dwell’ or ‘tabernacle’ among us. You see the Lord needed a physical body. 

And as Paul tells us that Jesus ‘Though he existed in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something 

to be grasped but emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, looking like other men, and by sharing in human 

nature. He humbled himself, by becoming obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross!’ Philippians 2:6-8. 

Paul says without the human form that He took on Himself, it would have been impossible for Him to fulfil the 

unique purpose for which He came. 

HE NEEDED A BODY WHY? 

1. To be able to communicate with mankind in a personal and unmistakable and uncomplicated manner. 

2. To present the ‘signs’ which were to be the authentication and endorsement of His Messiah-ship. 

3. To set the human race the perfect example of obedience to the will of the Father. 

4. And above all, by means of that perfect life, to demonstrate His worthiness to become the perfect offering for the 

sin of the world. 

And so, The Word must become flesh. This was the divine plan, and it is why we find the writer of the letter to the 

Hebrews, in 10:5 placing the words of the Psalmist from Psalm 40:6-8 into the Lord’s mouth, Hebrews 10:5. 

Notice that the ‘body’ was prepared for ‘me.’ Peter, also talks about the body in 2 Peter 1:14, and he describes it as 

‘putting off my tent.’ 

In other words, man is more than just a bunch of chemicals. Man is not merely an animated construction of flesh and 

bones; he is a soul, a ‘self.’ 

Man is housed in a physical body; and since his body is designed for earthly life, at death, the body returns to the 

earth. God told Adam ‘In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you 

were taken; you are dust, and to the dust, you shall return.’ Genesis 3:19. 

We’ve briefly looked at the soul and the body now let’s briefly look at the spirit of man. 
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OUR SPIRIT IS GOD-CONSCIOUS 

‘But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding’. Job 32:8. If we consider the 

body to be ‘Earth-conscious’, and the soul to be ‘Self-conscious’, we may think of the spirit as being ‘God-

conscious’. In other words, it is that part of man’s nature which enables him to reach out to and communicate with 

God. It is the spiritual dimension in man’s character, and, here again; we see the difference between man and other 

creatures. 

Its only man says who can say, ‘My soul thirsts for God, for the living God’, Psalm 42:2. It’s only man who is 

encouraged to ‘seek after Him, in the hope that they might feel after Him and find Him,’ Acts 17:27. Its only man 

who is given the assurance that ‘He is not far from each one of us, for in Him we live and move and have our 

being’, Acts 17:27 

And like we saw earlier according to Ecclesiastes 12:7, at death, ‘the spirit returns to God Who gave it’. Someone 

recently shared with me an illustration to help me get to this point and I would like to share it with you because I 

think it’s helpful. When I am away from home, I use the telephone as a means of communication with my wife. But 

when I am at home we talk face to face and so I do not need the telephone. Well in a similar way, God has endowed 

us with the ability to contact and communicate with Him, whilst we are here on earth. 

And so, when we are ‘at home with the Lord’, we will no longer need the telephone. And so, it will be with our spirit. 

‘Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. The LORD 
God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the 

middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. A river watering the garden 
flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds 

through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are 
also there.) The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. The name of the third 

river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.’ Genesis 2:8-14 

The word garden means the pleasure of delight and in the Septuagint, it means a paradise, this is the place where only 

a king could walk. It’s also referred to as the garden of God. Ezekiel 28:13 / Ezekiel 31:8-9 / Isaiah 51:3. Notice the 

garden was in Eden not of Eden, it was in Eden, the paradise of God. 

Eden was more than the garden wherein God located man, the tree of life was there and eating from this tree would 

somehow give eternal life to man, Genesis 3:22-24. 

THE TREE OF LIFE 

The appearance of the tree of life in Revelation 21-22, and the statement of God Himself in Genesis 3:22 compel us 

to see something more than mere symbolism. All of the elements for immortality are in man’s body already. The tree 

of life, whatever it was, had the power to activate and continue life forever. 

THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL 

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was also present and eating from this tree would bring the curse of death, 

both spiritually and physically, Genesis 2:17 / Romans 5:12 / 1 Corinthians 15:20-22. It would be spiritual death in 

that man would be separated from his Creator, who only is eternal. It would be physical death in that man wouldn’t 
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have an opportunity to eat of the tree of life, for man was driven from the garden after eating of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. 

The names of the rivers are given in order to identify the location of the part of Eden in which man lived. We don’t 

know the location of the Pishon and Gihon but according to our present understanding of where both the Tigris and 

Euphrates are located, we would assume that Moses wants us to understand that the area in which he is discussing is 

somewhere in the upper Mesopotamian area. 

‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God 
commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.’ Genesis 2:15-17 

It’s clear here that man was to work but work was a blessing, this was the first physical exercise and as we know, 

even today, with every opportunity for good, there comes an opportunity for sin. Since man was created as a free 

moral agent with the ability to choose, he could be truly free only if he was placed in an environment wherein he 

could make choices. Thus, the garden in Eden offered man the opportunity to choose between good and evil. 

WHY DID GOD PUT THIS TREE IN THE GARDEN IN 
THE FIRST PLACE? 

Simply because He wanted man to learn accountability, He wanted man to know he can exercise choice, in a sense 

this was a religious exercise for man. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil had to exist within the environment 

of man in order for man to be identified as a true moral being with the ability to choose sin. 

As we shall see later, Adam and Eve already knew the difference between right and wrong, thus they were aware 

already of moral distinctions. 

God isn’t saying here that there were magical properties in a certain tree that would provide ‘knowledge’ of good and 

evil, but their eating of that forbidden tree would result in their experimental ‘knowledge’ of good and evil. Any tree 

that God might have prohibited would have done the same thing. 

‘The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.’ Now the LORD 
God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see 

what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So, the man gave 
names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 

So, the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs 
and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the 

man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.’ That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his 

wife, and they become one flesh. Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.’ Genesis 2:18-25 

He was given authority to name the animals, this is a mental exercise for him. And please note that he didn’t evolve 

from animals but was given dominion over all animals. His superiority over animals was manifested in the fact that 

his spiritual and intellectual nature after the image of God allowed him the ability to give names to the animals. 

The man is to name the animals which was a sign that man was to have dominion over them. Notice also that man 

isn’t like the animals, that’s why he didn’t find any true companionship among the animals. 
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For companionship that was equal with man, God had to create a helper who was suitable for him and in order for 

man to find true companionship in woman, she had to be created with the same nature and intellect as man. True 

companionship could never have existed if women were in any way created inferior to men. 

It’s here where the name Adam is used for the first time, his name means firstborn, a name which is used 500 times in 

the Old Testament. The woman was to be a helper in answer to the loneliness of man, and thus a partner and 

companion in life. Man had a social need that couldn’t be satisfied by any animal and so God created woman to fill 

his need for companionship. 

God performed the first every surgery on man by putting him under anaesthetic, the sleep coming upon Adam was a 

prophecy of the death of Christ, the God-Man, on Calvary and just as the wife of Adam here was taken from his side 

during that sleep, so that church of Jesus Christ, the Bride of the second Adam was, in a figure, taken from the side of 

Jesus Christ, from which, upon its being pierced by the spear, there came forth blood and water, symbolic of the two 

grand ordinances of Christianity, namely, the Lord’s Supper and Christian baptism. 

Although most translations tell us that God removed his ‘rib’, it should be noted that God actually removed a shank 

from his side, indicating equality with the woman. Woman wasn’t taken from Adam’s foot that he might rule over 

her, it wasn’t from Adam’s head that she might dominate him, but from his side that she might be his true equal and 

companion. 

When God created woman, this was giving the man emotional exercise. And notice that Adam is so grateful for Eve 

at this point, ‘wow, she is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh’ but later that will change, Genesis 3:12. 

Remember earlier Adam had the blessing to name the animals, where he was blessed to name her woman. 

GOD CREATED MANKIND IN TWO PHASES 

1. Male. 

2. Female. 

Both make up what is man and in Genesis 5:2 the word ‘man’ is plural. He created man for unity to specify the unity 

we need with God. In John 17, Jesus makes appoint about unity with the Godhead. In this unity, you can see the 

relationship between Christ and the church. Adam was asleep and when he woke up a woman was formed. Jesus dies 

and falls asleep and when He wakes up his church is formed. 

This beginning of society, the beginning of marriage relationships, when two people come together in marriage, they 

become one flesh, husband and wife, Genesis 3:6, and it’s only within the marriage relationship do we find the 

greatest sexual relationship. There were no problems in being naked in the Garden because there was no shame in 

nakedness but again, as we shall see later this is going to change, Genesis 3:7 / Genesis 3:10. 

For this moment in time, everything is very good for both Adam and Eve, they have a great garden to live in, they 

have great companionship with each other and God and all the wildlife, this was truly paradise on Earth. 

CHAPTER 3 

‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 
‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat 
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fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ‘You will not certainly die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘For 
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 

Genesis 3:1-5 

When it comes to the topic of Satan people have all kinds of weird and wonderful ideas, as to where he came from 

and how he operates today. Some believe that he still works in the same way he worked during the time of Jesus and 

the early church, but the Bible orientated Christian knows that evil is in the world and they know where all this evil is 

coming from. 

THE NAME SATAN 

In the original language, the word Satan simply means an adversary, but we need to remember that this word isn’t 

always used to mean the person of Satan. In the Old Testament, for example, we read that King David said that the 

sons of Zeruiah were behaving as an ‘adversary to him when they advised him to kill Shimei.’ 2 Samuel 19:22. 

Note that word, ‘adversary’ is the word Satan in the original language. A few years later Solomon proclaimed that 

God had given him rest on every side and that there was ‘neither adversary nor misfortune’. 1 Kings 5:4. 

Again, the Hebrew word for ‘adversary’ in this verse is the word Satan. This word also means to ‘accuse’ or ‘resist.’ 

The psalmist complained that those who rendered him evil for good were acting as ‘adversaries to him.’ Psalm 38:20. 

Again the word Satan is used in the original language. 

In the Old Testament in the King James Version, Isaiah writes, ‘How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 

the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!’ Isaiah 14:12 

This is the only passage that uses the name Lucifer to refer to Satan. This name doesn’t come from Hebrew but Latin. 

Perhaps this translation into English was influenced by the Latin Vulgate, which uses this name. In Latin, Lucifer 

means ‘light-bringer.’ 

The Hebrew is ‘heylel’ and means ‘light bearer,’ ‘shining one,’ or ‘morning star.’ Many modern translations translate 

this as star of the morning or morning star. In this passage, ‘heylel’ refers to the king of Babylon and Satan 

figuratively. 

Some believe that Lucifer was a heavenly or angelic name that was taken from Satan when he rebelled. The Bible 

doesn’t explicitly state this, though Satan is nowhere else referred to as Lucifer but instead is called other names like 

the devil, Satan, etc. 

In the Old Testament Satan as an individual is always pictured as an adversary against God’s people either by 

attempting to seduce them to do evil or by accusing them before God for their sins. But in each case Satan’s power is 

limited and he acts only within God’s permissive will. Please take a moment to read Job 1 and Job 2 where we first 

find his name being mentioned and notice that Satan can’t do anything without God’s permission. 

IS SATAN REAL? 

There are some people who simply believe that Satan is just some kind of figure of evil and that he’s not a real and 

living entity that exists as a literal singular individual. But anyone who knows their Bible knows this is utter fantasy 
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or wishful thinking, Christians are very aware or should be very aware of the account of Jesus’ temptation in the 

wilderness by the person of Satan, Luke 4:1-4. 

Notice in this text a singular individual referred to as the ‘Devil’ speaking to Jesus. In Jesus’ rebuke of Satan’s 

request for worship on that occasion, Jesus specifically referred to the Devil as Satan, we see this in Matthew’s 

account of the same event, Matthew 4:10. 

You see, Jesus wasn’t visited and tempted by a figure of evil, He was visited and tempted by a singular individual 

who he referred to as ‘Satan’. And make no mistake about it, the Satan that opposed and tempted Jesus is real, he 

exists, and he’s a force to be recognised, understood and dealt with. Now, there are many uses of the word ‘Satan’ in 

Scripture, but the one I would focus on is the Satan which is identified as the Devil or the ‘evil one’. 

HOW DID SATAN COME TO EXIST? 

We must remember that God is the only eternal self-existent being represented in the Bible, Isaiah 41:4 / Isaiah 45:6-

7. 

As we enter the New Testament we find some text which will help us see that Satan is in fact a created 

being, Colossians 1:16-17. When we read this text, we can’t exclude the person of Satan from being included in the 

description of those things which were created by Jesus Christ, so the only obvious conclusion is that Satan is a 

created being. 

WAS SATAN CREATED GOOD OR EVIL? 

‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.’ Genesis 1:31. It’s clear that since God created Satan and 

everything that God created was ‘very good’, then we can specifically say that this included Satan, who was also 

created ‘very good’. He was obviously given the choice whether to do good or to do evil, just like mankind was, and 

he chose to do evil. We need to remember that God didn’t force Satan to deceive Eve in the garden, that was Satan’s 

decision and he acted upon it. 

And so, from this, we learn that all beings created by God were given the freedom to make the choice whether or not 

to obey God. As the creator of all things, God has the right to expect the obedience of those who He created but Satan 

chose to reject obedience to his creator and chose evil and because of that, he fell and was cast down. 

INDICATIONS OF SATAN’S FALL 

There are Scriptures which lead us to believe that Satan was, in fact, an angel who originally stayed in heaven, but he 

and other angels decided to rebel against God and as a result, they were thrown out of heaven, 2 Peter 2:4 / Jude 6. 

Remember what we looked at earlier, Satan has different names, and in Matthew 12:24, he is referred to as ‘the 

prince of demons’, and refers to ‘the devil and his angels’, in Matthew 25:41. We can’t read these texts without 

coming to the conclusion that he is the leader of this rebellious group of angels who were thrown out of heaven and 

will eventually spend eternity in hell, Jude 6. 
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We don’t know exactly when, but at some point, in time, these heavenly messengers left their own habitation, which 

we generally believe to be heaven, and the place they forsook heaven for is generally understood to be right here on 

Earth. 

They left their heavenly home without any authority from God and since we have plenty of Biblical evidence that 

puts them here on earth, we can come to the conclusion that the earth is where they went that got them into so much 

trouble. 

When speaking to Jews, Jesus spoke of the Devil and notice what He said in John 8 ‘You belong to your father, the 

devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, 

for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!’ John 8:44-45. 

From these verses, we learn the Devil was the evil force which came to the garden in Eden in the beginning and 

became the father of lies here in the physical realm. In Revelation 12, we see all three designations for Satan used in 

the same context, Revelation 12:9. 

Everyone knows that the person who deceived Eve in the garden was the Devil, named Satan in the form of a serpent. 

Notice also that the writer of Revelation referred to Satan’s angels, you see, Satan wasn’t just a deceiver of mankind 

either. 

He also deceived some of the heavenly hosts and they unwisely chose to follow him in opposition to the will of God 

which brings us to Satan’s rebellion in heaven which was the reason he and his angels or followers, were cast 

out, Revelation 12:7-9. 

Back in Genesis 3 notice the conversation between the serpent and Eve, when the serpent says, ‘You must not eat 

from any tree in the garden?’ 

Look closely at Eve’s response. She says, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must 

not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ 

WHAT DID GOD ACTUALLY SAY? 

‘And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.’ Genesis 2:16-17 

DO YOU SEE THE DIFFERENCE? 

In Genesis 2 God says, ‘don’t eat’, but in Genesis 3 we find Eve saying, ‘don’t eat AND don’t touch’. We don’t know 

why she has come to that conclusion, maybe it was just extra security to stay clear. Also notice that Eve says, ‘We 

MAY eat fruit from the trees in the garden’, which was true but then she fails to say that God granted them 

permission to eat freely, the only restriction was on that one tree. 

In Genesis 3 we find the first recorded lie of human history, and thus Satan identifies his deceiving nature, John 8:44. 

But notice his life, he says, ‘For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.’ 

Now you might be wondering what’s so interesting about this statement, but this idea of ‘bring like God, is something 

which Satan tried to himself before being cast down from heaven, Isaiah 14:12-15. 
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Although these verses are describing the King of Babylon, the text is describing him as having the same mindset as 

Satan and notice the phrase, ‘I will make myself like the Most High’, Satan is trying to get Eve to do what he failed to 

do, become like God. 

‘When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then 

the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so, they sewed fig leaves together and 
made coverings for themselves.’ Genesis 3:6-7 

WHAT IS SIN? 

Sin has 3 characteristics that make its essence and the first one is unbelief. Satan’s chief strategy is deception, why? 

We know he’s the father of lies but why does he use that strategy? Because he cannot overpower God, he tried, he 

gathered together some angels, he tried to topple God off the throne and he lost, he cannot overpower God. So he 

can’t take us on that way, he must use deception and trickery. 

He moved in with a mixture of questions and contradictions in order to persuade Eve that disobedience would bring 

blessings. I want you to notice that God allowed the forbidden fruit, its full appeal. She looked at it, it looked good, it 

was nice to look at, it was nice to smell, it was nice to touch, and everything about it was appealing. 

John reminds us of the three things that work against us. ‘The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life’. 1 

John 2:16. Notice what the Bible says in Genesis 3:6. Lust of the flesh, she saw it was good for food. Lust of the eyes, 

she saw it was pleasing to the eyes. Pride of life, she said it was desirable for gaining wisdom. 

There was an appeal there. You see if there is no appeal, there’s no temptation, sin had an appeal. Hebrews talks 

about ‘the fleeting pleasures of sin’. Hebrews 11:24-26. 

God allowed sin to have an appeal, if there wasn’t an appeal, there would be no temptation and if there wasn’t 

temptation there would be no freedom of choice. Now I don’t think this was the first time Eve had seen the tree of 

knowledge of Good and evil. I think it was the first time she had seen it through Satan’s eyes. What Satan wants to do 

is, to take something that God says is wrong and get you to see it through his eyes, and she did, and she was 

seduced, 2 Corinthians 11:3. 

Paul understood, that Satan still operates the same way, he wants to deceive you and seduces you with lies, 1 Timothy 

2:13-14. 

The Bible doesn’t say Adam’s sin was deception, it was Eve who was deceived. Now that doesn’t excuse Eve 

because I want you to remember the root of deception is in unbelief. Satan dangled before Eve a statement that 

couldn’t be proven until after the fact and God’s warning wasn’t motivation enough to stay away. 

It still works that way, Satan says try it; you’ll like it, God says NO, stay away, Satan says Oh, it will bring you 

blessings, it’s good for you. And the only way you can know if Satan’s telling the truth is to disobey God. 

And so, the first thing we learn about sin, is that it’s taking somebody’s word over God’s, its unbelief. Let me say 

again, the issue that is in the Bible is not; do you believe in God? The issue is, do you believe God? 

Eve didn’t sin because she stopped believing in God, she sinned because she didn’t believe God when it came to the 

fruit. She took someone else’s word. Now I think it’s significant that the Scriptures never say Adam was deceived. 
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The roots of his fall are explained in the second thing we learn about sin. And that is in its essence its rebellion. Adam 

was not duked by devilishly clever arguments; in fact, it’s almost insulting. Satan had to work on Eve, he had to come 

back two or three times with clever lies. The Bible said, ‘she took some and gave it to her husband and he ate.’ 

Adam’s fall was not due to ignorance, it was arrogance. It’s not that the rebel doesn’t know the truth; it’s that he 

doesn’t care. Adam was not fooled; he was deliberately defying God’s right to set limits. There was something about 

that tree that bugged him. Granted he had a paradise, he had a beautiful climate, he had a wonderful wife, and he had 

all of the trees to enjoy and cultivate. 

But there was this one tree which God said he couldn’t have, and it bugged him. He thought to himself, so long as 

that one tree stands in the garden as a symbol of my creature-hood, reminding me that I am not tenement, I hate it. 

Adam was making a statement we make when we knowingly sin, and if we were truthful, most of our sinning is 

knowingly. Most of our sinning is not because we do not know what God said on this but because we don’t care. 

Adam was saying ‘no one tells me what to do, I’m the master of my fate; I’m the captain of myself’. That’s why I 

believe the Bible assigns the guilt for the fall of the human empire on Adam. 

Notice 1 Corinthians 15:21 says ‘Death came through Adam’, ‘the resurrection of the dead also comes through a 

man.’ But as in Adam, all die so in Christ all will be made alive, it came through Adam’. 

I think it’s significant that Eve sinned first, I’m not making light of Eve’s sin, she didn’t take God’s word, and she 

sinned. Significantly, she sinned first because she couldn’t say later, ‘well, I was just following my husband’s lead.’ 

No, she sinned, she was deceived, and she didn’t believe God. But the fall of the human race was never blamed on 

Eve and Jesus is never called the second Eve, he’s called the second Adam. 

You see the issue here is not what to have for lunch; the issue is how are we going to relate to God? God offered 

Adam and Eve everything except hostility, Satan came along and said, ‘I know how you can be like God,’ and they 

bit. 

And that leads to the final and most important thing we learn about sin, sin at its core, the essence of sin is pride and 

the Bible says, ‘What pride goes before fall.’ It goes before destruction; pride went before the fall of the human 

empire. 

For Eve it was trust in her observation over God’s word, she decided ‘I think based on what I see about this fruit, how 

it looks to me, based on my observation, it seems to me that God was wrong.’ 

For Adam, it was his desire for independence from God’s rules. For both, it was a decision to place confidence in 

their own will instead of God’s. And for people, this is going to be the temptation that is going to be in front of every 

creature who has their own will. Do you want to be Lord, instead of recognising one? 

That’s what sin is and that’s why God hates it and that’s why the consequences are so devastating because at its very 

core it comes back to this. Will you have a Lord or will you be your own? 

Behind every temptation, there is a struggle not so much between good and evil but between God and self and the 

essence of temptation is my will or his will. Let’s fast forward a few 1000 years to another garden, another absolutely 

sinless man and the exact same choice. 

Jesus said, ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done.’ Luke 22:44. I want 

to say to you; that every day we have a choice, over here it’s fruit and over here is the cup and we have to decide 

which we’re going to choose. 
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MY WILL OR HIS WILL? 

Will it be your life over God or will it be God over your life? Most people choose the national religion of hell and 

they bow down to the altar of self. And so, the human empire remains fallen and paradise remains lost, and it’s going 

to remain lost. We’re not going to have Eden again until sin is gone. The absence of sin will only exist when God’s 

will is the only will, that’s what’s going to make Heaven, Heaven. 

Remember Jesus said, ‘Pray like this, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.’ Matthew 6:10. 

On earth, we have about 6 billion wills and it is chaos and it is evil and its death. In heaven, there is one will. Now we 

cannot undo the consequences of Adam’s choice on our bodies, this body of mine is mortal. God and his grace might 

give it extended years but it’s going back to dust unless Jesus comes. I cannot undo the consequence of Adam’s 

choice on my body and neither can you. When temptation comes we have a choice, James 1:13-15. 

Notice that Adam and Eve, ‘sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves’. This was not how God 

intended them to live. Genesis 2:25. ‘Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the 

LORD God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’ He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 

was naked; so, I hid.’ Genesis 3:8-10. 

Because of guilt, Adam and Eve hid themselves from a visual presentation of God. God called to Adam, not because 

He didn’t know where Adam was, but to give him an opportunity to confess their sin. Adam’s fear when God 

approached manifested that separation had now come between God and man as a result of sin. Isaiah 59:1-2. This was 

the very first act of confessing sin. 

‘And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 
from?’ The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I 

ate.’ Genesis 3:11-13 

THE BLAME GAME 

It’s amazing how popular the blame game is, even today, even as a child I remember blaming my brother for things I 

did, and he blamed me for things he did. Adam knew full well, what God’s commandment concerning the 

tree, Genesis 2:15-17, and so he was without excuse. 

However, he wouldn’t take the responsibility for his own sin, he shifted the responsibility to his wife and in stating 

that it was God who created the woman, he was seeking to shift responsibility back to God. Then Eve also went on to 

blame the serpent, making it seem that the serpent played her for a fool. The fact is that the soul that sins will 

spiritually die, Ezekiel 18:20. 

‘So, the LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, ‘Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild 
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between 

you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.’ 
Genesis 3:14-15 

In Genesis 3 we see the first temptation, the first human sin, the first pronouncement of judgment and the first 

promise of redemption, which is the Gospel, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. 

The extent of the sin is here revealed by the intensity of the punishments that were issued by God. The fact that the 

serpent’s curse was more than the rest of the animals assumes that all animals were in some way cursed as a result of 
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the sin. But the curse of the serpent was humiliating, for he was given the lowest status of life among all 

creatures, Psalm 72:9 / Isaiah 49:23 / Micah 7:17. 

This is the first reference to Christ and Paul’s reference to the crushing of Satan surely refers to this first prophecy of 

the future work of Jesus to rectify what was here lost in the garden in Eden, Romans 16:20. 

From the time of this first sin, the curse was that there would be hostility between the offspring of Satan, Matthew 

13:38-39 / John 8:44, and the eventual offspring of woman, the Redeemer. Nevertheless, the Seed of woman, Jesus, 

would eventually crush the head of Satan by His death on the cross, and so, freeing man from the control that Satan 

has over man through sin. 

In crushing the head of Satan on the cross, Jesus would bruise His heel by His own death. However, His heal would 

only be bruised because He would be raised from the dead. We need to keep in mind that beginning with the seed of 

woman in this context, to the time of the cross of Jesus, Satan launched an attack to destroy the seed of woman that 

would eventually lead to the Seed who would give His life for the sins of all men, Galatians 3:16. 

Satan would make every effort to destroy that which would eventually lead to his own destruction, Matthew 25:41. 

The seed-line war of Satan against the seed of women would become so intense that at one time in human history, 

almost all humanity was wiped from the face of the earth in the days of Noah. Nevertheless, the seed-line from Eve 

would prevail. From the seed of woman would eventually come the Seed of woman into the world for the salvation of 

man. Hebrews 2:14-15. 

‘To the woman, he said, ‘I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labour you will give birth to 
children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.’ Genesis 3:16 

Eve, as the mother of womanhood, brought upon herself and her posterity quite the opposite of what she sought 

in Genesis 3:6. Childbearing was originally supposed to be a pleasant experience for women but now God says giving 

birth to a child will be a painful experience. John 16:21. For her presumptuous act without following the headship of 

her husband, her desire would always be for the man who would rule over her. 1 Corinthians 11:3. 

‘To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 
‘You must not eat from it,’ ‘Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the 
days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of 

your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to 
dust you will return.’ Genesis 3:17-18 

Man had been given the pleasant responsibility to work the ground, Genesis 2:5, but now after the curse, the work 

would no longer be a joy. By cursing the earth, the fruit of the ground would come forth only as a result of the intense 

labour of man. Thorns and thistles would be his enemy in receiving the fruit of his labours. 

Though not immediate at the time of the sin, physical death would be the second greatest problem of mankind after 

his spiritual separation from God by sin. For his sin, Adam immediately suffered the guilt of his sin, for he was 

spiritually separated from God, Isaiah 59:1-2 / Romans 5:12. 

For his sin, he would also suffer the consequence of physical death, since he would be driven from the tree of life, 1 

Corinthians 15:20-22. Because he couldn’t eat from the tree of life, the natural processes of his body growing old 

would continue until he physically died. 

Death is the opposite of life, separation of the soul from the body is the physical part and the body returns to dust. 

Separation from God is death for mankind, Romans 5:12. Spiritual life is conscious existence in communion with 

God, but spiritual death is conscious existence in separation with God. 

‘Adam named his wife Eve because she would become the mother of all the living. The LORD God made garments 
of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.’ Genesis 3:20-21 



32 

Eve is named Havah, the mother of all humans and notice that God clothed them. This is the first recorded sacrifice in 

the Bible by God, which tells us that blood needed to be shed because of the sin. Jesus said we can be clothed with 

righteousness, Philippians 3:9. 

The coats of skins meant that some animals had to die in order to rectify the nakedness of man. And from this time on 

we would assume that animals were commissioned to die as sacrifices for the sins of men until the final death for all 

sin on the cross of Calvary, Romans 3:25 / Hebrews 10:1-4. 

There was the hope of a posterity through Eve, ‘life’, since she, through childbearing, would be the one through 

whom humanity would be preserved. 

‘And the LORD God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed 
to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat and live forever.’ So, the LORD God banished him 

from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on 
the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree 

of life.’ Genesis 3:22-24 

It wasn’t that man became in nature and character as God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It was only that man 

learned the guilt and consequence of rebellion against the divine law that only God can establish. Death has entered 

the world and they have been banished from the garden. 

The word, cherubim is plural, they were winged creatures with feet and hands and they represent the presence of 

God. They were embroidered onto the Ark of the Covenant curtains on the Holy of Holies, Exodus 26:1, two 

cherubim overlaid with gold with outstretched wings were placed facing one another on the cover of the Ark in the 

Tabernacle, Exodus 25:18-20 and their task here was to defend the presence of God. 

Sin always drives us away from the presence of God, we need to repent, or we will be continually separated from 

God. 

CHAPTER 4 

As we enter Genesis 4, we see that mankind didn’t stop sinning. Although the text doesn’t tell us if Adam and Eve 

continued to sin or not, the text clearly tells us that their son certainly did. 

‘Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, ‘With the help of the 
LORD I have brought forth a man.’ Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.’ Genesis 4:1-2 

In Genesis 3 we saw that sin entered the world and it separated man from God. And what we are going to see 

in Genesis 4 is that sin quickly begins to separate man from his brother. This is the very first family feud and I think 

we will find that this story still has got a lot to say today. 

This story speaks of the two ways all men must choose. Genesis 4 documents the assertion that was made by God 

back in Genesis 3:15, that there would be enmity between the offspring of the serpent and the offspring of the 

woman. 

And it didn’t take long for that enmity to show up, and Cain and Abel are going to be viewed in Scripture as the 

prototype of the two races. We divide men up into black and white, male and female etc. God only sees two kinds of 

people, lost people and found people, saved people, unsaved people, saints, aints. Children of Abel, children of Cain. 

Now no child ever entered this world with a greater measure of hope than Cain. I believe that Adam and Eve saw 

him, as the head crusher that God had promised would come from her seed. 
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Remember they have never gone through pregnancy before, it’s a totally new experience for them. God has promised 

that from your seed there is going to be somebody that is going to crush Satan’s head. Her body starts changing, she’s 

going through all kinds of feelings she’s never had before, then she delivers a baby, something that has never been 

done before. 

And she says on the day that boy is born, ‘Quanah’ or ‘acquired’, that’s what she named that baby. The idea was, 

‘here he is’ or ‘I’ve gotten him’. In fact, the Hebrew literally says, ‘I have gotten a man, the Lord’. In other words, 

what she was saying was, ‘here is the deliverer, here is the head crusher.’ 

But as we read on the great irony is, that Cain isn’t going to be a Saviour, in fact, he is going to be a killer. And the 

Bible is later going to describe the popular path that most people take, the path of rebellion, the path of wickedness. 

The Bible calls it, ‘the way of Cain’. 

I believe that Cain was the prototype of all people bound for hell. I think Cain was the first man sentenced to hell. 

And his way has been popular, his way his broad. I want to focus on what the Bible says about Cain’s younger 

brother because Abel managed to say a lot in a short time, Hebrews 11:4. 

IN WHAT WAY, DOES ABEL STILL SPEAK? 

A message to the seed of the woman. A message of rebuke to the seed of the serpent. What does Abel still say to us 

today? Well, he says three things. 

1. Abel still speaks of the necessity of faith. 

In that great chapter in Hebrews 11 where all the heroes of faith are mentioned, the very first name is Abel’s. You 

remember that chapter says in the beginning, ‘without faith it is impossible to please God.’ Hebrews 11:6. 

And the very first person that showed us that principle was Abel. By faith, Abel offered a better sacrifice to God than 

Cain did. One thing that story tells us is not only is man called to work but from the very beginning, he’s been called 

to worship. So, in Genesis 4 we see men coming to God to worship Him. 

Now we need to ask the question, why was Cain’s offering of labour not pleasing to God? 

They both brought to God the best of what they did all day. In the Old Testament, grain offerings were often given to 

the Lord and he was pleased with it. But why wasn’t he pleased with the grain offering of Cain? Now obviously, the 

story leaves a lot out. But I think the text implies that God had given specific instructions concerning proper sacrifice. 

‘Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time, Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as 
an offering to the LORD.’ Genesis 4:2-3 

Notice, for example, there appears to be a proper time because the text says literally, ‘in the course of time they came 

to the Lord.’ So, in other words, there was a ‘prescribed time’. Apparently, there was also a ‘prescribed place’, it 

says, ‘they brought their offerings to the Lord.’ 

NOW, WHERE WAS THAT? 
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My suspicion is, that it was at the place where the cherubim were because in the Old Testament often the cherubim 

guard the presence of God, but that is just speculation. But there was apparently a prescribed time at the end of days. 

There was a prescribed place to the Lord and evidently, there was also a ‘prescribed way’. 

‘But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favour on Abel and his 
offering, but on Cain and his offering, he did not look with favour. So, Cain was very angry, and his face was 

downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, 
will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but 

you must master it.’ Genesis 4:4-7 

Notice God said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? If you do what’s right, won’t you be accepted?’ God could only say 

that if Cain knew what was right to do. What does the Bible say about faith? ‘Faith comes through hearing.’ Romans 

10:17. 

You can’t act in faith until you’re given a revelation from God for you to act on. So evidently God had given to them 

an instruction about a time and a place and a way to bring him offerings. And evidently, God had instructed these first 

worshippers, that the only acceptable offering for sin had to involve death. 

Now I suspect that He gave that revelation remember when he made coats of skin for Adam and Eve. Genesis 3:21. 

But somehow God had communicated a revelation that an offering of atonement must involve death. 

Yes, the Bible does talk about grain offering but never for atonement. Any offering in the Bible for atonement always 

involved blood, Leviticus 17:11 / Hebrews 9:22. 

Now think about this, is that why possibly Abel was a keeper of flocks? Because he wanted to act in faith to the 

Lord’s command. We might ask, well why wouldn’t he keep flocks? Now, remember at this point man is still a 

vegetarian. Why would he keep flocks, if he’s not going to eat meat? I guess the wool would be useful for clothing. 

But evidently, it was important to Abel to always make sure there was always a lamb ready for sacrifice to God. 

When it comes to approaching God, all men have got to choose either the way of Cain or the way of Abel. Abel 

offered God faith, and Cain offered God fruit. Because those exact two choices are still the same two choices that 

people make today. Most people go the way of Cain and they offer God the fruit of their hands. 

It could be their labour, it could be their morality, it could be their religion, it could be their knowledge. Whatever it 

is, they’re going to offer God the fruit of their hands. But the Bible says in the very beginning, ‘God is not pleased 

with an offering of fruit for atonement.’ 

The only thing that can make atonement is blood. It cost God the blood of His holy and sinless Son to make 

atonement for sin. The Bible says, ‘God’s way of making us right with him depends on faith, counting on Christ 

alone.’ Philippians 3:9 

And that’s what Abel still says, he still declares it’s impossible to please God without faith. 

2. Abel still speaks of the hostility against righteousness. 

‘Now Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go out to the field.’ And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his 
brother Abel and killed him.’ Genesis 4:8 

This is the first recorded murder that was committed and the first from religious motives and Abel was the first 

human to suffer physical death. Originally Cain was angry at God, so why did he turn his anger at God onto his 

brother? Worldly people cannot stand to be reminded that their lives aren’t lined up with the will of God. Abel is 

telling us that devote people should expect hostility from an ungodly world, 1 John 3:11. 
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Abel was hated because his life was a public rebuke to the way of Cain. In Luke 11:51 we find that when Jesus was 

talking to the Pharisees, He says, ‘you know, you guys, you kill prophets and then your kids make monuments to 

them’, he says, ‘you’ve been doing that ever since the days of Abel.’ 

So, Jesus says Abel was a prophet, so perhaps not only did Abel’s own righteous life rebuke Cain but perhaps Abel 

even preached to Cain. Perhaps Abel tries to say to his brother, ‘Brother Cain, you need to listen to God, you should 

not go your own way, you should not rebel against God, you need to do what God says and you need to honour God.’ 

Jesus knew something, He knew that the murder of Abel was really the work of the serpent. He said in John 8:44, 

‘You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the 

beginning.’ 

Jesus knew who was behind the murder of Abel, He knew the offspring of the serpent would always be at enmity 

with the offspring of the woman. 

Paul said, ‘Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’ 2 Timothy 3:12. We can just 

count on that, there aren’t going to be any peace talks. There’s only one way we can avoid hostility from the world 

and that’s to compromise and look so much like the world that they can’t recognise their own actions as evil as they 

are. That’s the only way. 

In other words, there’s going to be enmity between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman as long as this 

world turns, it’s going to be with us until Jesus comes back. If you accept a standard that’s different from the world, 

there’s going to be clashes. If you pursue loyalties that are above earthly loyalties you’re going to be opposed. 

When God said, ‘from this woman’s seed there’s going to be a head crusher’, Genesis 3:15. Satan made up his mind 

that he was going to attack every godly seed that comes from this woman. He did to Abel, he did to every prophet 

who came after Abel and he’s still doing it today. Don’t be deceived by thinking that someday there is going to be 

great harmony and there’s going to be great peace between the people of God and the people of the world. There’s 

never going to be peace because Satan doesn’t want peace. 

What I’m saying is that Christians need to feel good that we’re on the serpents enemy list and when he comes after us 

and he attacks us, when he sends the Cains of this world to attack and oppress and confront and ridicule us, Christians 

need to feel good that we’re on the serpents enemy list, because this thing is going to keep going until the world 

stops. 

And that’s what Abel is trying to say, he’s trying to say, 

1. ‘you’ve got to focus on faith’, he’s saying 

2, ‘the hostility between me and Cain is going to last until Jesus comes back’. 

And 3. ‘Abel still speaks of the certainty of judgement.’ 

Evidently, Cain thought that nobody would notice his crime. 

‘Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ ‘I don’t know,’ he replied. ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’ 
The LORD said, ‘What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. Now you are 
under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.’ 

Genesis 4:9-11 

God comes to him and says, ‘Cain, where is your brother?’ And this arrogant fool thinks he can even fool God. ‘I 

don’t know, I don’t make it my job to keep up with my brother’. 

This was Cain’s opportunity to confess just like Adam and Eve did in the garden, Genesis 3:9-13. And God says, 

‘What have you done? Listen!’ 
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Now I’m sure there was a pause and Cain turned his head, he hears the sound of the birds in the trees, the sound of 

the breeze against the grain. ‘What? What?’ Then God said, ‘your brothers blood cries up to me from the ground,’ 

and for the first time God curses a man. 

‘When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.’ 
Cain said to the LORD, ‘My punishment is more than I can bear. Today you are driving me from the land, and I will 
be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.’ But the 
LORD said to him, ‘Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.’ Then the LORD put a 

mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. So, Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in 
the land of Nod, east of Eden.’ Genesis 4:12-16 

Cain is so hardened in sin at this point, that he doesn’t respond with remorse, he doesn’t fall down on his face and 

repent. He responds with reproach, he says, ‘You can’t do that, that’s too much, I can’t bear what you’ve done.’ 

Basically, he’s saying, ‘God, you don’t have the right to assign that kind of judgment.’ 

The serpent’s seed is always blasting God at his right to assign judgment. Have you ever heard this question? 

HOW CAN A LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL? 

The serpent has been getting Canaanites to ask that question since the beginning of creation. That is not the question 

the Bible asks, the Bible says upfront that a Holy God has the right to assign judgment. 

Here is the question of the Bible, how can a Holy God let Christians into heaven? How can a Holy God let people 

into heaven? And that’s the question the Bible answers. Now the amazing thing to me is that God put a mark on Cain 

to say to the rest of the world, ‘even this evil man’s blood is my property, so don’t touch it.’ 

WHO WAS GOING TO KILL CAIN? 

Cain was to come to represent the social world and his mark was for protection from his family, his brothers or 

sisters, Genesis 5:4. God knew that Cain’s family would take revenge for killing their brother, Genesis 4:24. 

But God also sent out another word, He put the world on alert that God hears the cries of the Abels who have been 

treated unjustly and He will take up their cause. One of the things that burden us as believers, is that we see a world 

where is little justice and we get upset with God. 

Why do innocent babies get shot when there is a war? Who’s going to speak for all the infants that were torn out of 

wombs by abortionists? What all the women who have been raped and the people who did it were never caught? All 

the millions and millions of kids who have been abused and violated and nothing ever happened? 

The list just goes on and on and on and on and on, and sometimes it gets so big that people even start to doubt God. 

And they see this world that is so full of un-judged evil, they start to think nobody is in control. This story tells us that 

judgement is certain, God has heard the cry of every innocent drop of blood that’s ever been spilt, Revelation 6:9-11. 

Wait God says and that’s probably not the answer you want to hear to that question, God, how long are you going to 

wait before you avenge the blood of all the righteous people on earth? And the answer is, ‘I’ll take care of it, but not 

yet.’ 
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But we need to understand that nobody is going to escape the justice of God’s court. That happens in the world, 

sometimes in the world, people fall through the cracks in the justice system, but God’s justice system doesn’t have 

any cracks, 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

A time is coming when all men will either be born again or wished they had never been born at all. The blood of Abel 

still cries for justice. 

You might be thinking, wait a minute, I’ve made mistakes, I’ve gone the way of Cain in my life, what hope is there 

for me if all the people I’ve hurt are crying for justice? Well, Abel still speaks, but Abel doesn’t have to have the last 

word because Jesus speaks too, and Jesus speaks a better word than Abel. We are told, ‘how awesome God is, how 

God is a consuming fire, how God is a God that makes men tremble and quack.’ Hebrews 12:28-29 

But this is what it says about us as Christians. ‘But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city 

of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 

firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous 

men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than 

the blood of Abel.’ Hebrews 12:22-24 

Abel’s blood cries out for judgement, but Jesus’ blood cries out for mercy, Abel’s blood sends the sinner away from 

God to wander and Jesus’ blood opens the way back to God. And so, the Hebrew writer said, ‘Brothers, since we 

have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus.’ Hebrews 10:19. 

All men can’t hear the blood of Abel, but God can, but there is something else that God can hear that men can’t hear. 

God hears the blood of Jesus and God hears every time the blood of Jesus speaks for a sinner, every time. 

We need to pray for sinners who are still living the way of hostility, these people will face judgement, and if they 

don’t have the blood of Jesus to speak for them, the blood of Abel will speak against them and they will be lost. 

Cain is representative of a worldly person, he was self-willed, Jude 11, he suited himself about how he wanted to 

worship God. He got angry with God when his offering wasn’t accepted, Genesis 4:5. He was an intentional 

murderer, it was planned, Genesis 4:8 and he was a liar. Genesis 4:9. And yet God had mercy on Him and God is still 

prepared to be merciful to the worldly people today. 

THE MARK OF CAIN 

What was the ‘mark’ of Cain? From the way in which Genesis 4:15 reads in some popular translations, it’s not 

surprising that Bible readers are led to hold the view that God placed on Cain a physical mark which was intended to 

be a sign to any who might want to harm him, that he was under the protection of God. 

Indeed, the expression, ‘the mark of Cain’, has become proverbial. It may even have influenced Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, the American author, 1850, to produce a novel which became a classic of American literature. 

‘The Scarlet Letter’, tells the story of a young woman who, in the early days of New England, was found guilty of 

immorality and was sentenced to be branded with the letter ‘A’, to indicate the nature of her sin. 

Was Cain marked in a similar way, with a visible, physical emblem of some kind? The Theories. Let me list some of 

the theories that have been advanced. 

1. Some scholars thought that Cain’s appearance was changed so that people couldn’t recognise him as the murderer 

of his brother Abel. 
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2. At the other extreme, some of the older writers believed that he was marked on the forehead in a way that openly 

identified him as his brother’s murderer. 

3. There was also support for a theory which said that Cain’s forehead was marked with the letters ‘YHVH’, to warn 

possible aggressors that he was under God’s protection. 

4. The Septuagint version of the Old Testament, the Greek version, describes him as being destined to ‘groan and 

tremble’, and this translation caused other early commentators to suppose that God inflicted some sort of physical 

disability on Cain. 

Perhaps they were led to this view by the fact that, after Jacob’s struggle at Peniel, Genesis 32:23-24 and Genesis 

32:31-32, he walked with a limp. He was left with a physical handicap that was intended to serve as a reminder of the 

amazing event that changed both his life and his name. 

5. But, to descend from the sublime to the ridiculous, one Jewish Rabbi had a ludicrous notion that the ‘mark of Cain’ 

was a horn, which God caused to grow out of his forehead! Probably some folk were gullible enough to believe it! 

THE WORD ‘MARK’ 

The problem is that word ‘mark’, and, if we discover what the original word means, we may reach a clearer 

understanding of what happened to Cain. The Hebrew word is the word ‘oth’ and it occurs 79 times in the Old 

Testament and is mostly rendered ‘sign’. But, 14 times it is translated, token, and, significantly I think, only once 

does it appear as ‘mark’, and this one time occurs here, in Genesis 4:15. 

THE DIFFERING VERSIONS 

You can understand, then, why the various English translations differ as widely as they do. 

The ‘Authorized version’ says that YHVH, set a mark upon Cain, and this is the translation followed by a fairly large 

number of versions. For example, ‘The Living Bible’, tell us that God, ‘put an identifying mark on Cain’. 

However, both the ‘English Revised Version’ and the ‘American Standard Version’ say that God ‘appointed a sign 

for Cain, whilst the ‘Revised Standard Version’ of 1884, for some strange reason reverts to the rendering of A.V. of 

1611! 

‘Ellicott’s Commentary on Genesis dismisses this view with the words, ‘This rendering suggests an utterly false 

idea’. Cain was not branded or marked in any way. What the Hebrew says is, ‘And YHVH set, that is appointed, unto 

Cain a sign’. 

The Greek translation also, says that He ‘gave to Cain a mark’. Notice God did not ‘put a mark on Cain’, but ‘gave to 

him a mark’. ‘Young’s Version’ says that God ‘set a token to Cain’. The literal meaning of these phrases is that, to 

confirm a promise, God gave to Cain a sign, token or pledge, that no-one who met him would harm him. 

A SIMILAR GRAMMATICAL CONSTRUCTION 
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The language is similar to that used in Genesis 9, where we read that God promised Noah that He would never again 

destroy mankind by a flood. As a permanent reminder of this promise, God gave a token, a sign, Genesis 9:8-17. In 

this passage, the word ‘sign’ occurs three times. 

THE SIGN OF A DIVINE PROMISE 

We see, then, that the ‘sign’ that God gave to Noah served as both a reminder and a confirmation of a promise made 

by God. In a similar fashion, the ‘sign’, or ‘token’, that was given to Cain, was intended to assure him of the 

faithfulness of God’s gracious promise of safety. 

What that token was can only be a matter of speculation. We cannot know, because we are not told. What we can 

know with certainty is that it was a sign given to Cain and not a ‘mark’ on him. I stress this fact, it was a sign or 

token, given to Cain and no one else. 

There is nothing in the chapter that suggests that anyone else even knew about this ‘sign’. It was an act of God’s 

compassion shown to a man who was obviously suffering the fear and anguish of a tortured conscience. 

Bear in mind that, in those days, Cain had little understanding of the truth of the omnipresence of God and therefore 

he was afraid that, being driven, ‘from the presence of God’, that is, away from Eden, the place with which he 

associated God, he would be outside the protection of God. And therefore, he felt very vulnerable, exposed to danger 

from any who might want to avenge the death of Abel. 

If God had placed on Cain a physical mark that identified him as the murderer of his brother, it’s reasonable to 

suppose that, instead of protecting him, it would have placed him in greater danger. 

But God acted in mercy, not in judgment, in giving him this assurance, and was granting him the opportunity to 

repent. We may learn that even in Genesis there are glimmers of the grace and tenderness of God which was later to 

emerge fully in the Gospel. 

Whether Cain later gave evidence of repentance we are not told, and therefore we cannot know. Sadly, we do know, 

however, that, along with those of his parents, Adam and Eve, his name is absent from the list of those who, 

in Hebrews 11, are honoured because they lived ‘by faith’. 

‘Cain made love to his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he 
named it after his son Enoch. To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the 

father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech. Lamech married two women, one named Adah and 
the other Zillah. Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. His 

brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play stringed instruments and pipes. Zillah also had a son, 
Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah. Lamech said to 
his wives, ‘Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a 

young man for injuring me. If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.’ Genesis 4:17-24 

WHERE DID ADAM AND EVE’S SON’S WIVES COME 
FROM? 
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Cain was the first child of Adam and Eve recorded in Scripture. He and his brothers, Abel, Genesis 4:2, and 

Seth, Genesis 4:25, were part of the first generation of children ever born on this earth. Even though these three males 

are specifically mentioned, Adam and Eve had other children. 

‘After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Adam lived a total of 930 
years, and then he died.’ Genesis 5:4-5 

Here we read a statement that sums up the life of Adam and Eve. During their lives, Adam and Eve had several male 

and female children. In fact, the Jewish historian Josephus wrote, ‘The number of Adam’s children, as says the old 

tradition, was thirty-three sons and twenty-three daughters.’ 

Scripture doesn’t tell us how many children were born to Adam and Eve, but considering their long life spans, it 

would seem logical to suggest there were many. Remember, they were commanded to ‘be fruitful, and 

multiply’, Genesis 1:28. 

We’re not told when Cain married or many of the details of other marriages and children, but we can say for certain 

that Cain’s wife was either his sister or a close relative. 

‘Cain made love to his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he 
named it after his son Enoch.’ Genesis 4:17 

A closer look at the Hebrew word for ‘wife’ in Genesis reveals something readers may miss in translation. It was 

more obvious to those speaking Hebrew that Cain’s wife was likely his sister, although there is a small possibility 

that she was his niece, either way, a brother and sister would have married in the beginning. 

The Hebrew word for ‘wife’ used in Genesis 4:17, the first mention of Cain’s wife, is ‘ishshah’, and it means, 

‘woman/wife/female.’ The word ‘ishshah’ is the word for ‘woman,’ and it means ‘from man.’ The word is used back 

in Genesis 2:23. Thus, Cain’s wife is a descendant of Adam, man. Therefore, she had to be his sister, or possibly 

niece. 

If Cain married his sister or possibly a niece, wasn’t this incest? This seems foreign to us today but back in the 

beginning, when there was only the first generation, brothers would have had to marry sisters or there wouldn’t have 

been any more generations! 

We have to remember that in Cain’s time there was no command not to marry a sister. This command came 

thousands of years later and Cain cannot be held responsible for a law that wasn’t in effect at his time. At the time of 

the giving of the Law and the Old Covenant to Israel incest is clearly denounced, Leviticus 18:6 / Leviticus 

20:17 / Deuteronomy 27:22. 

Through polygamous marriages men began to multiply rapidly, they learned skills for the development of society. 

However, apostasy from God developed as the centre of reference for moral behaviour in society turned from the 

laws of God to men. 

Man started doing that which pleased the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and what manifested pride in life. This 

moral degradation is illustrated in the act of Lamech who killed simply because someone wounded him, Genesis 

4:23. 

‘Adam made love to his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, ‘God has granted me 
another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.’ Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time 

people began to call on the name of the LORD.’ Genesis 4:25-26 

Though mankind reached heights in achieving great things, he sunk into the depths of sin. Economic development 

never assumes moral allegiance to the will of God. The word ‘again’, doesn’t indicate that this was only the third 

time Adam had either laid with his wife or the third time she conceived. It simply means that he had sexual 
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intercourse with his wife again in order to conceive a son to carry on the righteousness that was characteristic of 

Abel. 

The name ‘Seth’ means ‘appointed’ or ‘placed.’ Since Abel was the child who was appointed to bring into the world 

a future generation of faith among men, Seth was to be his successor. The future generation of Cain was evil, but the 

future generations of Seth who were faithful to God would continue among men throughout the history of the world. 

CHAPTER 5 

‘This is the written account of Adam’s family line. When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. 
He created them male and female and blessed them. And he named them ‘Mankind’ when they were created.’ 

Genesis 5:1-2 

After the history of the genealogy of Cain, where we see that mankind digressed into habitual sin, Moses wants us to 

understand that God originally intended that mankind lives after the spiritual image of God. This image would move 

man to focus on the spiritual, not the physical. Moses here brings to the forefront the behaviour of Enoch who walked 

with God, Genesis 5:24, as opposed to those who rebelled against God. In Adam’s line, we find a natural death but in 

Cain’s line, we find another murderer. 

This chapter bridges the time-lapse between the creation and the flood, that is, from Adam to Noah and its written to 

help us trace the line of people who continued to honour God in those generations leading up to the flood. How many 

years in the past can’t be determined by the years of the generations that are listed in the Genesis chronologies. 

The word ‘account’ is used nine other times in Genesis, there are thirteen names mentioned here but there are 

references to others and notice we have the summary regarding God having created man ‘in the image of God,’ 

etc. Genesis 1:27-28 / Genesis 2:4. In other words, this is a summary of what has already taken place with some extra 

information, which tells us that ‘Mankind’, Adam was the family name as well as the personal name of Adam. 

‘When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth. After 
Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Adam lived a total of 930 years, 

and then he died.’ Genesis 5:3-5 

God created Adam ‘in his own image’ and then, after the fall, Adam had a son in his own image, this is to say that, he 

transmitted the image of God in which he was created, but not in the purity in which it came directly from God, but in 

the form given to it by his own self-determination, modified and corrupted by sin. 

The name Seth means substitute and he carries the seed promise, Genesis 3:15 and the seed line right up to the time 

of the Messiah. 

‘When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father of Enosh. After he became the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 
years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Seth lived a total of 912 years, and then he died. When Enosh 

had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan. After he became the father of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 years and 
had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enosh lived a total of 905 years, and then he died. When Kenan had lived 
70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel. After he became the father of Mahalalel, Kenan lived 840 years and had 
other sons and daughters. Altogether, Kenan lived a total of 910 years, and then he died. When Mahalalel had lived 

65 years, he became the father of Jared. After he became the father of Jared, Mahalalel lived 830 years and had other 
sons and daughters. Altogether, Mahalalel lived a total of 895 years, and then he died. When Jared had lived 162 

years, he became the father of Enoch. After he became the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800 years and had other sons 
and daughters. Altogether, Jared lived a total of 962 years, and then he died. When Enoch had lived 65 years, he 

became the father of Methuselah. After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked faithfully with God 300 
years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully with 



42 
God; then he was no more, because God took him away. When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father 

of Lamech. After he became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 
Altogether, Methuselah lived a total of 969 years, and then he died. When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 
He named him Noah and said, ‘He will comfort us in the labour and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground 

the LORD has cursed.’ Genesis 5:6-29 

The first things which strikes you when you read these accounts are the length of people’s lives, especially when we 

compare them with today’s life expectancy. The length of the lives of those mentioned in this chapter has often been 

questioned but we must keep in mind that before the flood of Noah’s day, the atmosphere and physical environment 

of the world was very different from what we experience today. 

It’s believed by most biblical scientists that the earth was encompassed by a water vapour that protected man from the 

damaging ultraviolet rays of the sun, thus giving the earth a universal warm climate. One of the negative aspects of 

the longevity of mankind was that the wickedness of particularly evil men had a long-lasting impact on society. As a 

result, every imagination of man became continually evil, Genesis 6:5. 

We need to make a point here because it will become very important in understanding Genesis 6:1-2 where we’re 

going to identify the ‘sons of God’. It’s obvious that the Cainite descendants of Adam were ‘sons of the devil,’ and 

that the Sethites were the ‘sons of God.’ 

This chapter is particularly concerned with tracing the line of the ‘sons of God.’ We can safely come to that 

conclusion by simply looking at the names mentioned in this chapter. 

The name Seth means appointed or seedling, the name Enosh means to inquire of the Lord, the name Mahalalel 

means praise of God, the name Jared means descent, the name Enoch means dedicated, the name Noah means rest. 

I find the name Methuselah, interesting because it literally means, ‘when I am dead, then it shall come’ which is an 

obvious reference to the coming flood. Though some may mistakenly think Methuselah died in the flood, this is 

highly unlikely. Methuselah was raised by a godly parent, Enoch, who walked with God and pleased God so that God 

took him away without death. And more importantly remember what his prophetic name means, ‘he will die before 

the flood’ actually happens, and so it’s thought by some, that three months after his death the flood came. 

Notice also that ‘Enoch walked with God’ he was the most successful righteous man of all ancient times. The 

Scriptures also tell us that Noah walked with God, Genesis 6:9, this simply means intimate companionship, 1 Samuel 

25:15, and here denotes a fellowship with God morally and religiously perfect, Amos 3:3. 

The text also says that Enoch ‘was no more, because God took him away’. Enoch did what God wanted him to do and 

his reward was not to see death, this tells us that Enoch never died but went straight to heaven to have eternal 

fellowship with his God, Hebrews 11:5. The significance of this is that it signalled to mankind that salvation was 

indeed possible, that, in time, God would provide it, and that it ultimately include victory over death. 

What is revealed in a comparison between the genealogy of Cain and Seth is that the descendants of Cain moved their 

ancestors into wickedness, whereas the genealogy of Seth eventually descended to Enoch who walked with God and 

Noah who was righteous before God, Genesis 5:29. It was through righteous Noah that God would begin the 

existence of man anew after the flood with a genealogy of men of faith. 

‘After Noah was born, Lamech lived 595 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Lamech lived a total of 
777 years, and then he died. After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham and Japheth.’ 

Genesis 5:30-32 

The Jewish traditions say that Noah, whose name means comforter, was an inventor of agricultural instruments and 

so helped people work the ground, which was cursed by God, Genesis 3:17 / Genesis 5:29, in this way he brought 

people comfort as he made their life easier with his inventions. 
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The name Shem means fame and, although he stands ahead of his brothers in this list, he wasn’t the oldest, but he 

received this pre-eminence because he was the head of the Messianic line. This whole chapter is designed especially 

with the ancestry of the Lord Jesus Christ constantly in view. 

The name Ham means to be hot, possibly the idea of being hot-blooded, or it might be applied prophetically to the 

temperature of the dwelling place of Ham’s future which was Africa. 

The name Japheth means to make wide or spread abroad and would also appear to be prophetic of the enlarged 

borders of Japheth and the spreading of his future generations all over the earth. 

This is the lesson that Moses wants us to understand as we move into the account concerning the flood of Noah’s era. 

Moses wants us to understand the lesson of the digression of mankind into wickedness in order that we guard 

ourselves against such in our own societies. 

Genesis 6 is the account of the flood which was God’s punishment upon rebellious mankind, but significantly, God 

was preparing a new beginning already present in the posterity of Noah. The significance of the two different lines of 

the Cainites and the Sethites will appear right at the beginning of Genesis 6. 

The Cainites grew progressively worse and worse, resulting in the judicial hardening of the entire race. The 

corruption couldn’t be contained in the line of the Cainites but through their intermarriage with the Sethites, 

practically the whole of humanity came to be in total rebellion against Almighty God, but we thank God that He was 

always willing to show mercy and intervene. 

CHAPTER 6 

‘When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw 
that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. Then the LORD said, ‘My 

Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are mortal; their days will be a hundred and twenty years.’ The 
Nephilim were on the earth in those days— and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of 

humans and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.’ Genesis 6:1-4 

As we enter Genesis 6 we see that there is a rapid increase in sin. We don’t know what the actual population of the 

world would have been at this point in time. If you have followed along in this study and read through Genesis 4-5, 

we clearly see that the ‘sons of God,’ weren’t fallen angels as some like to suggest. 

You will notice that those mentioned in the seed line of Abraham aren’t the only children of Seth. Genesis 5:7 says, 

‘After he became the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 years and had other sons and daughters.’ 

The daughters of men are the daughters of the children of Cain whose family is listed in Genesis 4:16-24. Seth’s 

family is then listed in Genesis 4:25-5:32. So you have two families represented up to this point, there are the sons of 

God represented in the family of Seth, and there are the daughters of men who are the female offspring of the 

children of Cain and his family. 

We must remember that angels are without sexual orientation, Matthew 22:30, implying that they aren’t male and 

female as men are. It’s true that angels are called ‘sons of God’ in Job 1:6, but righteous people are also called, ‘sons 

of God’ in Hosea 1:10. 

Even in the New Testament, we find, ‘For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus’, Galatians 3:26. 

It simply refers to those who were obedient to God, those who joined themselves to those who weren’t faithful to 

God, the daughters of men, and so they allowed themselves to be led away into squalor. 
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They were those who loved God and those who didn’t love God, people who served God and people who served 

themselves and because of intermarriage the people who belonged to the line of Seth came down to the level of those 

who didn’t love God, in other words, the Godly became ungodly. 

It’s clear that God was upset because the people left Him and despite having 120 years to repent, they didn’t and so, 

God announces His judgement and man is to be judged, but as we shall see later. God will keep His seed 

promise, Galatians 3:16, in order for the Messiah to be born. 

The Nephilim were a vicious and dominant people who dominated civilisations by populating the earth through the 

‘daughters of men,’ and so they brought wickedness upon the earth, in Numbers 13:33 we find a description of them, 

they were a group of big strong people. Notice some translations use the words, ‘giants’ and ‘mighty men.’ 

Here in Genesis 6:4, this can be read one of two ways, they were physically large, or they were giants among men in 

the sense of leaders. But notice that the giants existed before and after the sons of God married the daughters of men, 

in other words, the giants weren’t a product of the sons of God marrying the daughters of men. 

The result of their wicked culture led to the digression of mankind, mankind’s strength wouldn’t save them and so the 

people put their faith in the Nephilim. 

‘The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of 
the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on 
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. So, the LORD said, ‘I will wipe from the face of the earth the human 

race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret 
that I have made them.’ But Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD.’ Genesis 6:5-8 

It’s here in these verses we see the progression of sin and it seems the more people there were, the more sin was 

around. God felt grieved because He loved His creation and because the animals were under the rule of man, they too 

shared in man’s punishment. It’s always sad when people go the opposite direction God wants them to go and so, 

God changes His relationship with man in terms of being a loving caring protector of man to now becoming the God 

who rebukes men and brings judgment on them. 

The good news in all of this is that God not only sees the sinfulness of man, he also sees the righteousness of man, He 

sees those who are faithful to Him even when no one else is faithful, in this case, but it was also Noah who was a 

preacher of righteousness, 2 Peter 2:5. He was telling people to start to walk with God, but they chose to ignore him. 

This sinful generation had a chance to be right with God through Noah. Genesis 6:8 

THE ACCOUNT OF NOAH 

‘This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and 
he walked faithfully with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.’ Genesis 6:9-10 

Noah was right with God because he lived by faith in accordance with the standard of God’s law. He was blameless 

not necessarily in terms of being sinless but in terms of doing everything God wanted Him to do by living right by 

God. Noah just like Enoch, Genesis 5:24, enjoyed a close fellowship with God because of his obedience to the will of 

God. 

‘Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for 
all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.’ Genesis 6:11-12 

What a contrast there is between Noah, who was faithful and those who weren’t. It’s here we see this contrast, this 

generation of people became corrupt and full of violence, they were well on their way to self-destruction. 
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God saw the mess mankind was in, just like others saw that things weren’t right, Genesis 30:1 / Genesis 

30:9 / Genesis 50:15 and so, God knew that something had to be done to save humanity for future generations. 

‘So, God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I 
am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.’ Genesis 6:13 

Judgement Day was coming, I guess we could say it was going to be the end of their world. Because God says that 

He will ‘put an end to all people’, this surely implies that the flood to come was going to be universal not just local, 

notice the use of the word ‘earth.’ If it was only to be a local flood, then God would have simply told Noah to move 

to another part of the earth. 

‘So, make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how you 
are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. Make a roof for it, 

leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle 
and upper decks.’ Genesis 6:14-16 

The wood to be used would be cypress wood or acacia wood as some translations have it, the pitch which would act 

as a sealant, would be perfect for sealing the ark as it would help it float. With eighteen inches being the assumed 

length of a cubit, the ark would have been 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. For ventilation and light, 

there was a window that may have encompassed the top edge of the ark. 

A door was on the side of the ark, though no information is given concerning the relationship of the door to the three 

levels of the ark. 

Again, we ask the question if the flood wasn’t a universal flood, why would God ask Noah to build such a big ark? 

The word ‘ark’ means chest or box, so it wasn’t a boat as such like we see in so many pictures today. It had an 

opening and 3 decks; the deck space would be 95,700 square feet. The total space would be 1,396,000 cubic feet and 

the weight it could carry would be 13,960 tons. This is the least size, the smallest measurement. The very size of the 

ark proves that it was too big just for a local flood. 

‘I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath 
of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—

you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.’ Genesis 6:17-18 

This wasn’t a local flood because when we read these words carefully we can only come to the conclusion that the 

flood was going to be catastrophic throughout the earth. Every man, woman child and animal, except Noah and his 

family, and the animals God calls to board the ark, will be wiped off the face of the earth. 

Just as a side note this is the first time the word ‘covenant’ is used in the Scriptures, here it’s in relation to Noah and 

his family not being destroyed in the flood, provided to obey God in terms of building the ark. Genesis 9:9-17. 

‘You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. Two of every 
kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to 
be kept alive. You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.’ 

Noah did everything just as God commanded him.’ Genesis 6:19-22 

WHY DID GOD ASK HIM TO BRING INTO THE ARK 
EVERY KIND OF ANIMAL, MALE AND FEMALE? 
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Simply for the purpose of starting the repopulating of the animal kingdom after the flood. Noah did just as God 

asked, this was faith in action, Hebrews 11:7. 

We get the sense that whilst Noah was building the ark, he took the opportunity to preach to those in his generation, 2 

Peter 2:5. I can imagine him preaching about what was to come but imagine what his hearers must have thought! 

Here is Noah in the middle of desert land preaching about a flood, speaking about the rain which no one had ever 

seen up to this point in time, I would imagine that people must have thought he had lost the plot. 

From Genesis 6:22 to Genesis 7:1 we see that it took 120 years to complete the ark, which means the people had 120 

years to repent and turn to God. 
 

CHAPTER 7 

‘The LORD then said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in 
this generation.’ Genesis 7:1 

Genesis 6:22 to Genesis 7:1 we see that it took 120 years to complete the ark, which means that Noah preached about 

the righteousness of God for 120 years, and also means that the people had 120 years to repent and turn to God. 1 

Peter 3:18-20. 

Imagine preaching a message about something that’s going to happen to the world and will never be repeated. I’m 

sure that some people would have listened to him but did nothing about it, all they did was listen, Matthew 24:37-39. 

I’m sure people would have mocked him like they do today when Christians speak about the final coming of Christ 

and I’m sure there would have been those who wanted to wait to the last minute but weren’t prepared, Matthew 

25:10. 

‘Take with you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean 
animal, a male and its mate, and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds 
alive throughout the earth. Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I 

will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.’ And Noah did all that the LORD commanded 
him. Genesis 7:2-5 

The time has now come for Noah and his family to enter the ark and take the animals on board. This is the first 

mention of ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ animals, the first mention of a distinction between the animals, which tells us that 

God was preparing His future people for worship. 

The ‘clean’ animals were to come in by sevens, these animals were to be on board for reproductive reasons, these 

were the animals which were later after they have reproduced were to be used in animal sacrifices. 

The ‘unclean’ animals were to come in only in pairs and were for reproductive reasons only. Sadly, throughout the 

Scriptures we see them being used for animal sacrifices to the pagan gods and worshipped as gods. Noah had seven 

days to bring all these animals into the ark, which he achieved. 

Please note that during the time of Noah there were no food laws, God was preparing for the future law which He 

would enforce upon His people. 

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS 



47 

God states that cud-chewing animals with split hooves can be eaten, Leviticus 11:3 / Deuteronomy 14:6. These 

specifically include the cattle, sheep, goat, deer and gazelle families, Deuteronomy 14:4-5. He also lists such animals 

as camels, rabbits and pigs as being unclean, or unfit to eat, Leviticus 11:4-8. 

He later lists such ‘creeping things’ as moles, mice and lizards as unfit to eat, Leviticus 11:29-31, as well as four-

footed animals with paws, cats, dogs, bears, lions, tigers, etc. as unclean, Leviticus 11:27. 

He tells us that salt and freshwater fish with fins and scales may be eaten, Leviticus 11:9-12, but water creatures 

without those characteristics, catfish, lobsters, crabs, shrimp, mussels, clams, oysters, squid, octopi, etc. should not be 

eaten. 

God also lists birds and other flying creatures that are unclean for consumption, Leviticus 11:13-19. He identifies 

carrion eaters and birds of prey as unclean, plus ostriches, storks, herons and bats. 

Birds such as chickens, turkeys and pheasants are not on the unclean list and therefore can be eaten. Insects, with the 

exception of locusts, crickets and grasshoppers, are listed as unclean, Leviticus 11:20-23. 

WHY DOES GOD IDENTIFY SOME ANIMALS AS 
SUITABLE FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION AND 

OTHERS AS UNSUITABLE? 

God didn’t give laws to randomly assert control over people. He gave His laws, including those of which meats are 

clean or unclean, ‘that it might be well’ with those who seek to obey Him. Deuteronomy 5:29. Although God didn’t 

reveal the specific reasons some animals may be eaten, and others must be avoided, we can make generalised 

conclusions based on the animals included in the two categories. 

In listing the animals that should not be eaten, God forbids the consumption of scavengers and carrion eaters, which 

devour other animals for their food. Animals such as pigs, bears, vultures and raptors can eat, and thrive on decaying 

flesh. Predatory animals such as wolves, lions, leopards and cheetahs most often prey on the weakest, and at times the 

diseased in animal herds. 

When it comes to sea creatures, bottom dwellers such as lobsters and crabs scavenge for dead animals on the seafloor. 

Shellfish such as oysters, clams and mussels similarly consume decaying organic matter that sinks to the seafloor, 

including sewage. 

A common denominator of many of the animals God designates as unclean is that they routinely eat flesh that would 

sicken or kill human beings. When we eat such animals, we partake of a food chain that includes things harmful to 

people. 

‘Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. And Noah and his sons and his wife and 
his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of 

all creatures that move along the ground, male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had 
commanded Noah. And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.’ Genesis 7:6-10 

At the end of the seven days when Noah was now 600 years old, he brought in all the animals which God required, 

with God’s help, notice that the animals came to Noah, Genesis 6:20. God has obviously commanded these animals 

to go to Noah. I find this incredible that even the animals will obey God, but the people won’t! 

The rain begins to fall which is something which hasn’t happened before, imagine seeing rain for the first time. I have 

a good friend from Zimbabwe who came to the UK one time and when he saw snow for the first time, he was dancing 

in the street, amazed at such a sight. 
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What a sight this must have been, seeing rain for the first time, sadly for the whole population of the earth with the 

exception of Noah and his family this was to be the first and last time people would have seen the rain. 

‘In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of 
the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and 

forty nights.’ Genesis 7:11-12 

The flood has now come and it’s of Biblical proportions, all of the earth was to be destroyed, all of mankind, the 

animals etc, this was a global flood that the world had never witnessed before at this point in history. 

WHERE DID THE WATER COME FROM? 

Some of the waters for the flood came from inside the Earth, adding to the waters already covering the Earth from the 

beginning on day one of creation, Genesis 1:2, on day three, God gathered the waters into one place and called them 

seas, Genesis 1:9-10. The water which was in the sky, Genesis 1:6-8, also poured down upon the earth. The world at 

this time was overthrown by water, 2 Peter 3:5-6. 

‘On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, 
entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, 

every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with 
wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals going 
in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.’ Genesis 

7:13-16 

The point of these verses being repeated is to emphasise the preservation of Noah, his family and the animal life, 

those inside the ark would live, and those outside the ark would perish. 

But notice that Moses adds further emphasis by adding the words, ‘the Lord shut him in’, meaning that those inside 

would be preserved by the Lord and those outside the ark would perish. 

God closed the door, He was the one who would protect His people and today if we’re not ‘in Christ’ we too will find 

ourselves outside the protection of Christ come Judgement Day, Matthew 24:37-39 / Matthew 25:10. 

‘For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the 
earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose 

greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered 
the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits.’ Genesis 7:17-20 

There is no arguing that this was a local flood, this flood was catastrophic as it covered the whole earth. It was so 

great, the ark began to float, remember the ark would have weighed around 13,960 tons which meant there had to 

have been a lot of water and the water levels rose to more than fifteen cubits which are roughly 9 meters above the 

highest mountain. 

‘Every living thing that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the 
earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on the 
face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were 
wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. The waters flooded the earth for a hundred 

and fifty days.’ Genesis 7:21-24 

This is a sad read considering that mankind had their chance to repent and turn to God, considering they had 120 to 

repent through Noah’s preaching. Every animal and every man of all the earth was destroyed by the global waters. 
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This flood lasted for 150 days and when we look at our world today, we see the end product of the devastation it 

caused. We can look at a world map like a jigsaw puzzle and see how it once belonged together but now are 

separated. This flood changed the shape of the world forever. 

‘But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out 
of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.’ 2 Peter 3:5-6 

Here Peter compares the heavens and earth of old with the ‘heavens and the earth that are now’ 2 Peter 3:7. We live 

in a completely different world today in comparison to the world which existed before the flood, the environment, the 

weather, especially rain, the landscape, everything has changed and not for the good, 1 Peter 3:20-22. 

Peter says the waters of the flood are the type, and the waters of baptism are the anti-type. Peter speaks about Noah 

and the ark and speaks of Noah and his family being ‘in’ the ark and because they were ‘in’ the ark they were saved 

but then Peter speaks about how baptism also saves in the same way, in other words, we must be ‘in Christ’ to be 

saved and the way to get ‘in Christ’ is through being baptised ‘into Christ’. Romans 6:3-5. 

Barnes in his commentary says, ‘The meaning here is, that baptism corresponded to, or had a resemblance to, the 

water by which Noah was saved; or that there was a use of water in the one case which corresponded in some 

respects to the water that was used in the other; to wit, in effecting salvation.’ 

Those who insist that baptism is irrelevant or unnecessary for salvation are sadly mistaken, Matthew 28:19-20 / Mark 

16:15-15. 

CHAPTER 8 

SUMMARY OF EVENTS SO FAR 

We’ve seen back in Genesis 6:13-14 and Genesis 7:6 God commanded Noah to build an ark whilst Noah was 600 

years old. In Genesis 7:7-10 we see that Noah was given only seven days to get all the animals which God brought to 

him and a few days later the rains began to fall, Genesis 7:10-11 and after 40 days the rains stopped, Genesis 

7:12 / Genesis 7:17. 

BRIEF OUTLINE 

The landing of the ark. Genesis 8:1-5 

The testing of the ground. Genesis 8:6-12 

The animals were given a command to multiply. Genesis 8:13-19 

Noah comes out of the ark. Genesis 8:20-22 

THE LANDING OF THE ARK 
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‘But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a 

wind over the earth, and the waters receded. Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been 
closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the 
hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, and on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to 

rest on the mountains of Ararat. The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth 
month the tops of the mountains became visible.’ Genesis 8:1-5 

When the text says, ‘But God remembered Noah’ it doesn’t mean that God forgot about him, it simply means that 

God was turning his attention to him, thought about him, but not only to him but to all who were on the ark, including 

the animals. 

Before someone dies, they usually tell you that they will remember you in their will, this doesn’t mean that after their 

death, that changes, we know they didn’t forget, as you could hear when the will is read out and your name is 

mentioned. 

God sent the wind, Jonah 1:4, over the earth to make the water disperse. The earth as we know it today has been 

formed with new oceans and seas being formed, and great canyons and valleys have been formed. This whole event 

took approximately 183 days from the time the rain stopped, and the mountains appear. 

We’ve all seen the news where videos are sent to us of a tsunami where we are left in awe of the devastation it causes 

but imagine how much worse this would have been and the devastation they could see, as the whole earth was 

destroyed with water! 

‘After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and 
forth until the water had dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the 

surface of the ground. But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the 
earth; so, it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in 
the ark. He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the 

evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the 
earth. He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. By the first day 

of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the 
covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. By the twenty-seventh day of the second month 

the earth was completely dry. Then God said to Noah, ‘Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and 
their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that 

move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.’ So, Noah 
came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. All the animals and all the creatures that move 
along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—came out of the ark, one kind after another.’ 

Genesis 8:6-19 

In an effort to determine how the land was and to see if the water had receded, Noah sent out a raven and two doves. 

The raven went back and forth from the ark until the day that the waters had dried, but it wasn’t until the third 

journey of the dove that didn’t return, that he knew the waters were receded from the earth. 

After the dove didn’t return on this trip, Noah waited another 57 days. We also see that Noah comes out of the ark 

with his family and when the animals come out, God commands them to breed and therefore multiply, filling the 

earth. 

There’s an interesting change in the Hebrew language which shouldn’t go unmissed here, in Genesis 8:13 it’s the 

word ‘harevu’ which means dry, but in Genesis 8:14 the word used is ‘yavesah’ which also means dry but emphasises 

more on the earth being completely dry. 

Where did the flood water go? Job 38:8-11 / Psalm 104:6-9. 
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FIRST STOP! GOD 

‘Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt 
offerings on it. The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: ‘Never again will I curse the ground 

because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I 
destroy all living creatures, as I have done. ‘As long as the earth endures, seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night will never cease.’ Genesis 8:20-22 

It’s important to note that the first thing Noah did when he got out of the ark was to worship God. This is the first 

mention of an altar being built. It seems that some of the clean animals which were earlier taken into the ark, Genesis 

7:2-9 were sacrificed as burnt offerings. God ‘smelled the pleasing aroma’ and received Noah’s worship as being 

from his heart. 

We must remember that God doesn’t create evil or evil men, but He can use evil and evil men to His benefit, it’s here 

we see that God puts His plan into action, He’s going to use good and bad people in the future. Romans 9:17 / Isaiah 

45:3-7. 

God isn’t saying that mankind won’t have the choice of free will, He’s saying that people will have a choice, but God 

will use and can use anyone He sees fit for purpose, people whose hearts are already hard and won’t listen to God or 

turn to Him. 

Yes, God promises not to destroy the earth with water again, but that doesn’t mean the earth won’t be destroyed in 

the future, this time with fire. 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

SUMMARY 

From Genesis 7:24 and Genesis 8:3 we saw that the flood was on the earth for 150 days. After another 150 days from 

the start of the rain falling, the ark rested on Mount Ararat, Genesis 8:4. It was a further 73 days passed before the 

water receded, and the mountaintops appeared. 

Noah waited a further 40 more days, before sending out the raven, Genesis 8:7 and then Noah sent out a 

dive, Genesis 8:8-9. Another seven days pass before a second dove was sent out and came back with a leaf, Genesis 

8:10-11 and after seven more days, another dove was realised, never to rerun, Genesis 8:12 and so, Noah waited a 

further 36 days. 

After another 57 days, the earth was completely dry, and Noah left the ark when he was almost 601 years of 

age, Genesis 8:14. 

The reason for working out these days is because this tells us that from the time it started to rain until Noah left the 

ark was around one year and ten days. Imagine the smell from being in the ark all this time, I’m sure just as God was 

pleased with the sacrificial aroma, Noah and his family would have been too. 

CHAPTER 9 

In Genesis 9, we are going to see what life was like after the flood. We all know that nobody is going to stay in a 

graveyard if they are sufficiently motivated. Nobody wants to be stuck in a cemetery, but everyone is. Noah and his 

family, when they left the ark, did not step into paradise regained, they stepped into a whole new world. 
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Think for a moment about Noah’s situation, I don’t think that when they stepped out of the ark that Noah’s family 

had the same feelings that Eve did when Adam gave her the first tour of the Garden. There’s no life on this globe 

except for 8 people and a relatively small zoo. What do you think it looked like? 

HAVE YOU EVER WITNESSED THE AFTERMATH OF 
A FLOOD? 

It doesn’t look like a garden, all around them there are more reminders of death than of life. The trees they used to 

take shade in have been wiped away, the hills where they used to climb have been destroyed, and the villages and the 

houses of the people they used to know have been swept away. And all around them as far as they can see, are the 

carcases and the bones of all of the dead things left by the flood. They’re not back in Eden, they’re after the flood. 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO LIVE IN THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST CEMETERY? 

They are entering a much different and much more harsh creation than they have ever known. That’s one reason why 

the first thing Noah felt that he needed to do when he stepped out of the ark was to call upon God. And so back 

in Genesis 8:20, the Bible says that ‘Noah built an altar to the Lord.’ 

We don’t need to wonder if worship has an effect, look at the next verse in Genesis 8:21, ‘The Lord smelled the 

pleasing aroma.’ Now of course God doesn’t have a nose or a sense of smell, but the text is trying to tell us that God 

is moved by worship, God is responsive when we offer Him our sacrifices and our praise. 

‘And God said in his heart: ‘Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his 

heart is evil from childhood.’ Genesis 8:21. And so, at the altar, God announces an altering of the way He’s going to 

deal with man. He says, ‘The way I have dealt with him is not how I’m going to deal with him in the future, even 

though his nature is unaltered.’ 

In other words, the flood did nothing to solve the dilemma of man’s sin, the catastrophe forever changed man’s 

environment, but it didn’t change his basic nature. And so, the implication is here right in Genesis 8 is that post-flood 

living isn’t going to be a picnic. What God does in Genesis 9 is an issue with some new rules for this new world, this 

isn’t going to be Eden. 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH HUMANITY 

‘Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear 
and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves 

along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves about 
will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, now give you everything. ‘But you must not eat meat that 

has its lifeblood still in it.’ Genesis 9:1-4 
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God blessed Noah and his sons and told them to refill the earth with more people and it’s here we see the change of 

relationship regarding their diet, they were given permission to eat meat as well as vegetables, mankind was 

vegetarian up to this point, Genesis 1:29. However, they went permitted to eat meat with the lifeblood still in it. 

The relationship with the animals also changed as they could now hunt, kill and eat the animals. The relationship 

between the animals and mankind also changed, this is the reason why God placed fear and dread on the animals, it 

was for self-preservation purposes, this is animal instinct. 

Noah has just spent about a year in a very close environment with a small group of animals from God’s creation. And 

they have probably gotten fairly comfortable with each other, but God announces that that’s going to change, He 

says, ‘The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth’. 

Since that’s how it has always been, we forget that’s not how it used to be. In Genesis 1 God said, ‘That He created 

the animals for the enjoyment of man.’ Genesis 2:20. 

I’m not sure if there was some kind of level of communication with animals back then because Eve wasn’t surprised 

when the Serpent spoke to her, Genesis 3:1-4, but the animals weren’t for a covering because man was naked and had 

no shame, Genesis 2:25. 

The animals weren’t for food because man was vegetarian back then and evidently in the beginning there was a 

wonderful relationship between man and the animals, which God created for His good pleasure. But God says, ‘It’s 

not going to be like that anymore, there’s a new factor that now has to enter in.’ 

Now He doesn’t include in this list, a group of animals He mentioned in Genesis 1 called ‘cattle and domesticated 

animals.’ Genesis 1:24. 

In other words, there are going to be some animals that will not have a natural dread of man, that man will not be able 

to work with. But the fact of the matter is, that from that day forward to this very day, a typical animal will do all that 

it can do to avoid the approach of man. 

After the flood, God says, ‘animal flesh is going to be a part of man’s diet,’ back in Genesis 1 we know that before 

the flood man was vegetarian. Now God said, ‘that’s going to change and now I’m giving to you the flesh of animals 

as part of your food.’ 

Now I’m not sure why, but possibly one reason is that the flood so changed the soil of the earth that it wasn’t suitable 

for growing crops all over like it used to be. A lot of people today are vegetarians and that’s not a problem, my 

problem with some vegetarianism is that behind it there is a lot of pantheistic theology. In other words, we don’t eat 

animals because animals are equal to man, animals have deity as a part of them. 

God says clearly here that animals are not created for man, they are created for man and He says, ‘I have given them 

to you for food.’ 

He says in Genesis 9:3 ‘Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I 

now give you everything.’ 

And just as a side note right here we learn that the Bible teaches that food is a continuing gift from God and it is to be 

received with thanksgiving, that’s something else we mustn’t forget. Notice He gave Noah flesh to eat but He didn’t 

give him blood to drink. 

‘But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.’ Genesis 9:4. 

Now that was probably to teach two truths. 
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1. Although the flesh is given for food, the life of the flesh is to be given for sacrifice, and later in the Bible God 

teaches the children of Israel that the blood is the symbol of life and the blood belongs to God, it’s to be offered to 

God. 

2. Life is God’s property and even the taking of animal life needs to recognise that God is sovereign and has authority 

over all life, it all comes from Him. Now that’s going to have some obvious implications for human life and the 

taking of human life because God knows in this new world, that men are going to take human life. 

THE EATING OF BLOOD 

After having a discussion during a Bible study concerning ‘eating blood’, the discussion went on to speak about the 

eating of ‘steak cooked rare’ and ‘Black Pudding’, which for some became the subject of amusement and some 

thought it was hardly worth speaking about. 

That attitude, I believe, was a big mistake, because in the Scriptures, where blood is mentioned over 300 times, it’s 

never treated lightly or frivolously, and I think this will become evident as we look at some of the passages of 

Scripture in which blood is mentioned. 

Let’s first make clear what it is that we’re about to consider, because whilst most of us have heard about ‘Black 

Puddings’, very few of us will have given them a great deal of thought, and this, I suggest, it’s even true among the 

people who eat them! 

Of course, blood itself is something we all take very seriously, after all, it has been described as ‘The Red River of 

Life’, and this is certainly an apt description because we cannot live without it. 

Our lungs supply oxygen to the blood, and our heart pumps the oxygenated blood throughout our body by means of 

the arteries, so that among its many functions, blood supplies vital oxygen and nutrients, it keeps us either hot or cool 

as may be necessary, it fights infections and it eliminates waste products. 

Indeed, the importance of the role played by our blood may be judged by the number of times we are required by our 

doctors to undergo blood tests. 

And the reason why blood is so important is revealed in Leviticus 17:14 ‘the life of every creature is its blood.’ No! 

We take ‘blood’ seriously. It’s the addition of the word, ‘pudding’ that changes our perception and introduces a note 

of levity into the discussion. 

One can scarcely say, ‘pudding’ without raising a smile, but in answering the question posed at the beginning of this 

study, I think that we shall find that this black object, created by some resourceful butcher as he sought to make use 

of every part of the carcass on which he had been working, and then presented as an article of food, should not be 

treated lightly. 

WHAT ARE THE INGREDIENTS OF BLACK 
PUDDING? 
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Well, these days, in the different parts of our own country, and in other countries where it’s produced, the 

manufacturers change the constituents of the ‘pudding’, in order create their own special, or unique, recipe, but a 

Black Pudding originally and essentially consists of pig’s blood, which is heated and allowed to cool until it congeals, 

and then is stuffed into a piece of pig’s intestine. 

Traditionally, it’s formed into fairly round balls, but these days, it’s also sold in slices, as the makers attempt to 

attract a modern clientele. As to its food value, think about these facts; 3½ ounces of Black Pudding contains about 

90 calories and provides; 1 gram of carbohydrates, 1 gram of sugar, 15 grams of protein, 680 milligrams of salt, 6.4 

milligrams of iron, and 35 grams of fat. 

This means that 1lb. of Black Pudding contains about 220 grams of fat. This hardly qualifies to be labelled a healthy 

foodstuff! But, even if Black Pudding is a perfect food, providing everything that our body needs, the question would 

still remain, is it something that a Christian should eat? 

WHAT THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL 

There is no obvious mention of blood in the first three chapters of Genesis, although it’s apparent that, in providing a 

covering for Adam and Eve, the blood of animals was shed, and sacrificed! Genesis 3:21. 

And it was God Himself who provided the sacrifice. There is no mention of animals being slaughtered for food 

because our first parents ate fruit and vegetables, Genesis 2:9 / Genesis 2:16. 

They were not meat-eaters until after the flood, as we shall see in our study. The first use of the word, ’blood’, a word 

which occurs more than 300 times in the Bible, is found in Genesis 4:10, when God said to Cain, ‘The voice of your 

brother’s blood cries to me from the ground’. 

God knew when blood had been shed and the consequence of that first murder was that the ground would, ‘it will no 

longer yield its crops for you’. Genesis 4:12. 

In other words, the earth would no longer be as productive or as fruitful as before. This is the first indication of the 

importance that God attached to blood. 

THE COVENANT WITH NOAH. GENESIS 9 

It was after the flood had subsided and Noah and his family had emerged from the Ark that God spoke about the 

Covenant which was to be made, not merely with Noah but with ‘every living creature of all flesh’. Genesis 9:15. 

Notice the terms that God used in speaking about the covenant because they are both important and significant. 

1. I establish My covenant with you and with your seed after you. ‘I now establish my covenant with you and with 

your descendants after you.’ Genesis 9:9 

2. My covenant. ‘I establish my covenant with you. Genesis 9:11 

3. The covenant for all generations to come. ‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 

every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come.’ Genesis 9:12 

4. A covenant between Me and the earth. ‘I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth.’ Genesis 9:13 

5. I will remember My covenant. ‘I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every 

kind.’ Genesis 9:15 
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6. The everlasting covenant between God and every living creature. ‘Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I 

will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the 

earth.’ Genesis 9:16 

7. The covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is upon the earth. ‘This is the sign of the 

covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.’ Genesis 9:17 

A covenant invariably consists of conditions and blessings. In the opening verses of this chapter, Genesis 9, we read 

that God blessed Noah and his sons and commissioned them to re-populate the earth. 

‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.’ Genesis 9:1 

The Hebrew word used for fill is ‘male’, which means ‘to fill’ or ‘fill up’. He then bestowed on Noah supremacy over 

every living creature, Genesis 9:2, virtually restoring to him the authority that had originally been given to 

Adam. Genesis 1:28. It was at this point that God made an addition to man’s diet. 

‘Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you 
everything.’ Genesis 9:3 

Man became a ‘carnivore’, a meat-eater. But there then follows a condition, a prohibition. 

‘But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.’ Genesis 9:4 

It’s impossible not to see that this verse alone is sufficient to prohibit the eating of blood in any form whatsoever. 

From the earliest of times, the Bible reveals, God has emphasised the sacredness of blood, whether animal or human 

and has hedged it around with very strict prohibitions. 

Notice, also, that embedded in this covenant is God’s law relating to wilful murder. 

‘Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind.’ 
Genesis 9:6 

BLOOD UNDER THE MOSAIC COVENANT 

The sacredness of blood was later revealed in the sacrificial system concerning which God gave instructions to 

Moses. I think that we who were never under the Mosaic Law and who, consequently, weren’t required to implement 

its commands relating to animal sacrifice, are inclined to treat what we read about it in a casual sort of way. 

For example, this is how we often see it, a Hebrew, sins and brings an animal sacrifice as a sin offering, intended to 

appease an aggrieved God. Having offered his sacrifice everything is put right again! Or so we think! But it wasn’t so 

simple or straightforward! 

THE SEVERITY OF SACRIFICE RITUAL 

The ritual of animal sacrifice was never just a convenient and simple ceremony, because, in the first place, the animal 

which the sinner brought for sacrifice must be an animal which he himself had nurtured and for which he had cared. 



57 

In order to comply with the Mosaic Law, he must present the animal at the temple, where the priest would examine it 

to ensure that there was no flaw or deformity in it since anything of that nature would render it unfit for sacrifice. 

However, in later times it wasn’t uncommon for the priest to reject the animal on the pretext of having found some 

‘imperfection’ in it, which meant that the unfortunate worshipper was compelled to buy an approved animal from the 

priest. 

There was, of course, no provision made in the Mosaic Law for the purchase of animals for sacrifice. This form of 

‘made easy and convenient’ was the invention of the priests, who, as we see when Jesus encountered them in the 

temple court, had created a profitable business out of the sale of animals for sacrifice, and, for their part, the people 

themselves had come to accept this convenient arrangement which said, in effect, “no need to take the trouble of 

bringing animals for sacrifice up to the temple. It can all be arranged at price!” 

It is not surprising, therefore, that Jesus was made angry by this commercialisation of religion, and the blatant 

degrading of the God-given system of sacrifice. Why do you think Jesus cleansed out the temple twice? John 2:13-

17 / Matthew 21:12-17. 

Again, we often suppose that, on his arrival at the temple, the worshipper simply handed over his animal to the priest, 

who took it away, slaughtered it, and then applied the blood ‘according to the Law’. 

But this also is a mistake, because, ‘according to the Law’ the guilty sinner must himself apply the knife to the throat 

of the sacrificial victim, his own lamb! which he had brought up! reared! And which the family may even have 

adored as pet! 2 Samuel 12:2-3. 

IN IMPOSING THESE PROCEDURES, WAS GOD 
BEING SEVERE? HARD? INSENSITIVE? 

Perhaps this is how it appears to us today, but it was in this way that God compelled the sinner to recognise the grave 

and painful, cost of sin! 

MODERN JUDAISM AND ITS ATTITUDE TO BLOOD 

In modern times, Judaism continues to strictly observe God’s prohibition placed on the eating of any form of blood. 

Animals intended for food are slaughtered in a manner which allows the blood to drain away, as God commanded. 

Originally, this ritual slaughter would have been supervised by the Priests, but, because the Jews have now no 

priesthood the function has been taken over by the Rabbi, who monitors the procedure to ensure that it is ‘kosher’, a 

word which means, ‘correct, genuine or legitimate’ and, therefore, producing flesh fit for food, because it has been 

prepared according to the laws found in Leviticus 11, the which identify the clean and the unclean animals, that is, 

those fit for food and those that are unfit. 

Along with this chapter, we should read Leviticus 17, and Deuteronomy 12, also passages where God specifically 

prohibits the use of blood as food. Leviticus 17:10 states that God would ‘I will set my face against any Israelite or 

any foreigner residing among them who eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people.’ 
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Leviticus 17:11 explains that ‘the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.’ See also Leviticus 17:12. 

Leviticus 17:13 declares that ‘any Israelite or any foreigner residing among you who hunts any animal or bird that 

may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth.’ 

And Leviticus 17:14 reiterates what has already been stated, ‘the life of every creature is its blood. ‘You must not eat 

the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.’ 

The Hebrews generally obeyed these laws, and exceptions were rare. The prime example of a case of disobedience is 

found in 1 Samuel 14, where, having defeated the Philistines in battle, King Saul’s soldiers killed the animals they 

had captured from the enemy and, after slaughtering them, ate the flesh without allowing the blood to drain from the 

carcass. When Saul heard this, he told his men, ‘Look, the men are sinning against the LORD by eating meat that has 

blood in it’. 1 Samuel 14:33 

BLOOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. ACTS 15 

After the first Gentiles obeyed the Gospel and had been admitted to the fellowship of the church, an important 

meeting was held in Jerusalem, when the apostles and elders met together to discuss the extent to which the Gentiles 

might be required to comply with the Mosaic Law. 

The issue was raised by Jewish Christians who, still ‘zealous’ for the law, mistakenly believed that Gentile must first 

submit to the Law of Moses before they could become Christians, and the rite of circumcision was expressly 

mentioned. 

The conclusion reached by this meeting was that the Gentiles should not be troubled by such pressure, but, out of 

regard for the sensitivities of their Jewish brethren, they should be advised to, ‘abstain from food polluted by idols, 

from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from BLOOD.’ Acts 15:20 

And this was the instruction which went out to all the congregations where non-Jews had fellowship, Galatians 4:4-5. 

Until ‘the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, to redeem’, redemption, the forgiveness of sins, wasn’t possible. 

The Hebrew writer tells us this when he wrote, ‘It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 

sins.’ Hebrews 10:4. 

In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for Atonement is ‘kippurim’ simply means ‘a covering up’. In other words, 

sins weren’t blotted out, cancelled, or washed away, because the blood of an animal couldn’t suffice to deal with the 

sins of a man. The lesser couldn’t die in the place of the greater. 

Even that solemn ceremony on the Day of Atonement, the most solemn and important day in their year, didn’t offer 

the Jews forgiveness. God accepted the sacrifice as a confession or acknowledgement of the nation’s sins, and 

‘covered them’ for another year, always looking forward to the time when the sacrifice would be made which would 

effectively atone for sin. 

This is why the Scriptures tell us that ‘those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins.’ Hebrews 10:4. The burden of 

the nation’s guilt was rolled forward, carried over for another year, but think of the ‘rivers of blood’, which flowed 

during Old Testament times! Sacrifices were offered every day in the temple, morning and evening. Personal 

sacrifices, national sacrifices, sin offerings, thank offerings. 

Yet none of these provided the assurance of forgiveness. They all pointed forward to the time when God Himself 

would provide the sacrifice that saves us from sin. 
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Only in the New Testament do we read of redemption, remission, and forgiveness, because the shedding of the blood 

of Christ did something that animal sacrifices could never do, John 1:29 / Hebrews 9:26. 

CONCLUSION 

DOES THIS PROHIBITION ON THE EATING OF 
BLOOD APPLY TODAY? 

We must recognise that some of God’s Laws were dispensational, and therefore temporary in their application. There 

were ceremonial laws, related to worship at specific periods in Old Testament history. 

The particular sacrifices about which we have spoken are examples of a ritual which belonged to the Old Mosaic 

Law, which Paul says, ‘Jesus took out of the way, nailing it to His cross’. Colossians 2:14 

That is, He treated it in the manner in which a cancelled debt was treated in ancient times. The cancelled bill was 

nailed to a place where all could see that the debt had been paid. 

Others were moral laws, which are permanent and which, never change, but remain valid for all ages. Murder, for 

instance, has always been condemned by God. From the beginning, God decreed ‘that a man should leave his father 

and mother and cleave unto his wife’. Genesis 2:24 / Matthew 19:5. 

Jesus tells us, that His law relating to the sanctity of all kinds of blood belongs to this category of law. 

A BRIEF SUMMING UP 

1. It’s important to recognise that the law prohibiting the use of blood for food doesn’t come from the Mosaic Law. It 

preceded the law and existed in the Patriarchal Age, as Genesis 9 clearly proves. 

2. This law wasn’t given to Hebrews, Israelites, or Jews alone, because the passage makes clear that the Covenant 

that God made, was made with the all mankind, as a ‘generation to generation covenant’ the sign of which remains 

with us even today, the rainbow! 

3. All that we read in the Scriptures relating to blood must be considered in relation to God’s plan for the redemption 

of mankind by means of the shedding of the blood of His own Lamb. 

For this reason, God declared ALL blood to be sacred! This includes the blood of the animal which oozes out of those 

steaks cooked rare, this includes the blood in which Black Pudding is produced and eaten. Even animal blood mustn’t 

be shed wantonly, and the wanton shedding of human blood should be dealt with severely, even animal, human or 

divine. 

We describe the blood of Christ as ‘divine’ because Paul urged the elders of the Ephesian church to, ‘Keep watch 

over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 

God, which he bought with his own blood.’ Acts 20:28 

The abstaining from blood wasn’t a part of the Mosaic Law, it was a part of the covenant made with Noah and the 

whole earth and applies to everyone of every generation, this law wasn’t nailed to the cross. 
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Is it acceptable to God to eat rare cooked steak? Is it acceptable to God to eat Black Pudding? 

Based on the above texts, the answer is surely obvious! 

‘And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And 
from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another human being. ‘Whoever sheds 

human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind. As for you, be 
fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.’ Genesis 9:5-7 

Remember the very first death on this planet was a murder, Genesis 4:1-16 and God knew there would be many 

more. God says, the flood didn’t change man, ‘every inclination of his heart is evil.’ Genesis 6:5 / Genesis 8:21. 

The curse on Cain, the flood, these things didn’t deter man from his continual thirst for violence. But Scripture tells 

us that God deems Himself violated, in the violation of persons because it says in verse 6, ‘For in the image of God 

has God made man.’ 

It’s very important for us to understand that God said, ‘even after the fall, even after the flood, even though man has 

been marred by sin, he still bears my image, ‘he is still in my image.’ 

And the reason God is so harsh when it comes to murder is because God says, ‘murder displays a contempt towards 

Me’ because it’s a deliberate denunciation of the inherent dignity that My image grants to a person. 

God said to Noah, ‘I want you to be like producers and not like takers.’, and so, God announces a new rule for this 

new world. He says in verse 6, ‘Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 

God has God made man.’ 

By the way, did you notice that human life is so precious to God, He didn’t just demand an accounting if a man takes 

a man’s life, He demands an accounting if an animal takes a man’s life. 

SO, WHAT IS GOD DOING? 

Capital punishment was practised here in Britain many years ago and I know it’s a very controversial issue. I think 

it’s important to realise that, unlike other ancient cultures, the Bible never imposes the death penalty for crimes 

against property, only against persons. 

But it’s also important to realise that the Bible doesn’t just grant the right, the grants the responsibility to put 

murderers to death. 

Now I believe that this short little passage is ordaining human government and the necessity for this government to 

practice capital punishment in this new world. Now God isn’t speaking here about family revenge, He’s stressing that 

all men are responsible to see that life is protected and justice is executed. Some people say, ‘well now we need to let 

God take care of the murderer, God may strike the murderer down.’ 

Notice that little phrase, ‘by man shall his blood be shed,’ every time it’s used in the Old Testament it’s used for 

human action and not divine action. 

Now let me give you my view of capital punishment, I’m for it and I’m against it. I’m for it because I believe that 

God has commanded it here, that human life is so precious that the murderer should be put to death. 

And against it in the sense that it is handled by governments that are unjust and consequently capital punishment too 

often is dished out to the person who is poor and can’t afford the best justice or they are the wrong colour. 
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Now if Government can be just, then I think capital punishment is the right and even the responsibility granted by 

God. Now I can’t do anything about governments that behave unjustly and the Bible is full of examples. If 

governments are unjust God is going to judge those governments. 

But God does say that life in this new world is going to be so violent, that I am ordaining government to be the 

instrument for helping man live with his neighbour. 

Nowhere in the Bible does it say that, if someone offends you, you have the right to go out and strike them down. But 

the Bible does ordain that the government does have that right and there was some poor government, 1 Peter 2:14. 

And probably the clearest teaching is in Romans 13:1-4. 

I believe capital punishment is bad, but I believe Genesis 6 is worse, life, where there is chaos, life where there is 

anarchy, and life where human life is cheapened and devalued, is worse. It’s significant by the way that both Jesus 

and Paul when they are on trial. They acknowledged the right of government to execute but they challenged the 

legitimacy of the particular charges made against them. 

One of the greatest arguments for capital punishment especially by evangelicals is ‘because capital punishment is a 

deterrent against crime.’ 

I want you to notice there’s nothing in the Bible about that, especially here in Genesis 9. In fact, the text maintains 

murder isn’t due to the lack of proper threats and penalties, it’s due to the persistent wickedness in man’s heart. 

The purpose of capital punishment isn’t to deter crime, it’s to teach the sacredness of persons, due to their creation 

and the sovereignty of the creator. We hear sometimes that God is ‘Pro-life’, I prefer to say that God is ‘Pro-person.’ 

God is for people and every single person bears His image. And only God gave them that image and only God has the 

right to take that life away and God is deeply concerned to let us know that He is ‘Pro-person.’ And He wants us to 

know that we are His special interest and He didn’t leave us without revelation in this new world. 

‘Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: ‘I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants 
after you and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those 
that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will 

all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ And God said, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for 

all generations to come.’ Genesis 9:8-12 

Notice that this covenant has nothing to do with faith, and this covenant was made by God with not only mankind but 

all life, including animal life. The promise was that God would never again destroy the earth with water. 

‘I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I 
bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you 

and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. Whenever the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living 
creatures of every kind on the earth.’ So, God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I have established 

between me and all life on the earth.’ Genesis 9:13-17 

Notice how over and over God just repeats Himself, ‘never again, I’m going to establish, I’m going to remember, 

never again, I’m going to promise.’ 

Now I don’t think God is repeating Himself for His benefit, I think it’s for Noah’s benefit. Imagine what Noah has 

been through, sometimes by the time we get to read the story about Noah and the flood, we make it sound like it was 

a nice little sail with a bunch of cute cuddly little animals. 

This has been the worst year of Noah’s life, he’s been through an absolute ordeal, everywhere he looks when he 

comes out of the ark, he sees signs of death. 
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Now, what do you think he would do, the next time the earth thundered if he didn’t have this promise? 

Even though God knows the world is going to get wicked again, God says, ‘Noah I am never again going to put 

anybody through what I have just put you through.’ 

He says to Noah, ‘you can depend on the regular order of nature not being destroyed again on the universal scale.’ 

That’s why back in Genesis 8:22 He says, ‘listen it’s going to be seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 

winter, day and night, never again on a universal scale Noah, am I going to put anyone through what I have just put 

you through.’ 

Notice God didn’t demand any pledge of obedience in response to this covenant, the entire initiative is taken by God. 

‘I now establish, I am making, I have set, I will remember, I will see it.’ There’s only one word to adequately 

describe a covenant like this, and that’s the word grace. Man hasn’t changed, man deserves a flood every year. But 

God says, ‘no’ and binds Himself to a pledge, and God put the sign for all of life to see, to remember this pledge. 

I remember driving up to Scotland with my family one time when the heavens opened, and the rain just poured down. 

And when it was over, there was this amazing rainbow going from one side of a field to another and in between, there 

were some cows and sheep in the field, and I thought to myself, God’s art is so much better than mans. 

Now there’s something going on here that we miss in English, but the Hebrews would have noticed. The word here 

for ‘rainbow’ is the same word for ‘bow’, the bow that the hunter uses, the bow that the warrior uses. What God is 

saying is, ‘as a sign of my offer of grace and peace to you, I’m going to hang my bow up. I’m going to hang my bow 

up as a visible sign that, I don’t want judgement, I want relationships.’ 

Now we don’t always see the rainbow when the storm comes but God does. He always sees it, He always remembers, 

and when we see it, we should always remember that He is patient with this new world. 

LESSONS FROM GOD’S COVENANT 

We’ve learned that we should see the necessity of human government because of how life is going to be after the 

flood, because man is so given to evil, we see that we need government. Government is God’s gracious emergency 

provision for the protection of life in a fallen world. 

Now God doesn’t endorse a particular kind of government, Britain happens to prefer democracy, but the form can 

vary the need that is established in Genesis 9. And I want to say that Christians can react in two extremes to 

Government and they are both unbiblical. 

1. Is to think that we have no obligation to submit to government. 

Now I heard where people say that, because we’re Christians, we are part of a different kingdom, we have to pay 

taxes, we don’t have to obey, we shouldn’t have to vote, we don’t have any relationship with human government. I 

think it’s important that not one single Old Testament or New Testament saint ever actively rebelled against 

government. 

In fact, this is what Paul says our relationship should be like in 1 Timothy 2:1-2 ‘I urge, then, first of all, that 

requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone–for kings and all those in authority, that we 

may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.’ 
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I know sometimes we get frustrated with government, but what I need to do regardless of my thoughts is honour my 

leaders and pray for them. And by the way when Paul says, ‘pray for your government,’ he’s in a time when the 

government was very anti-Christian, but he still said, ‘they are God’s instrument.’ 

2. Some Christians err on the opposite extreme and expect government to solve man’s most ultimate problems, they 

can’t do that. What we see in the text is that man’s ultimate problem is that he’s got a corrupt heart. 

Government can prescribe, and government can enforce penalties, but government cannot develop morality. 

God has established another institution to deal with man’s heart and it is called the church, and so, we support 

government and we pray for government, but we don’t expect government to come up with an answer for man’s 

greatest need, that’s got to be Jesus. 

3. We should see in this text the evidence for divine commitment. 

In other words, this world has deserved more floods than could be counted. And it has been spared not because of 

man but despite him. 

Why hasn’t there been another flood? Why hasn’t there been another universal judgement? 

Somebody asked Peter that question one time and he said in 2 Peter 3:9, ‘God is patient with you, not wanting anyone 

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.’ 

That is Peter’s only explanation for why the world is still turning. Every time you see that bow up in the sky still 

hanging there, you need to hear the sermon God is gracious. And we need to hear the same message every time we 

see the cross because like the bow, the cross is a symbol of judgement but it’s also an offer of peace. 

4. We need to see the foreshadowing of universal judgement. 

God said, ‘Never again by water.’ 

So, all the way back in Genesis 9 the next judgement is foreshadowed. And judgement is going to come because man 

is not going to change. And so, Peter said a little bit later, 2 Peter 3:10-11, ‘But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it 

will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to 

live holy and godly lives’ 

Peter likes to call us, ‘aliens and strangers in the world,’ and over and over the Scripture tells us that we are living on 

an orbiting graveyard. Nobody likes to be stuck in a cemetery, but everybody is but the word of the Scripture is, don’t 

get too comfortable, don’t get too complacent, don’t get too at home in this place. 

And so, in the very next verse, Peter says, ‘As you look forward to the day of God and speed it’s coming. That day 

will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his 

promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, 

since you are looking forward to this.’ 2 Peter 3:12-14 

And just let me stop there and ask you, are you? Are you looking forward to that absolute dilation of the earth? Are 

you looking forward to the day when God sets this cemetery on fire? 

Well, I can tell if you are because if you are, you will ‘make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace 

with him.’ 

You see you can be at peace with God, the bow is still on the wall of the heavens, and there’s still time to make peace 

with God. Now the message of the Bible is, your living on an orbiting graveyard, God has hung up the bow for now 

and He has offered us peace. 
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But you’ve got to wash the death off and keep it off, that’s why we confess our sins, we don’t want the death to cling 

to us. We got washed in Christ, we got baptised in Christ and we put on new clothes, we don’t want to put those old 

clothes back on. 

We confess our sins so that the blood can just keep washing the death off. We want to be holy and spotless on the day 

when this world burns up. 

THE SIN AND CURSE OF HAM AND CANAAN 

‘The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) These 
were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were scattered over the whole earth. Noah, a man 

of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered 
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and 

Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s 
naked body. Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father naked.’ Genesis 9:18-23 

From the text here, we see that Noah was a farmer, like Cain and it’s in this text we find the first mention of wine and 

sadly it’s used in the negative sense as Noah gets drunk. The chances are that this new fruit of the vine was probably 

unknown to Noah and his family, and because he drank too much, possibly unaware of its strength, his actions led to 

some pretty bad consequences. 

In his drunken state, he lay naked, exposing himself, which later God would say is sinful, Leviticus 18:5-

19 / Leviticus 20:17-21. Ham seems to make a joke about his father’s nakedness and proceeded to tell his brothers. 

Shem and Japheth were wise enough not to have a look at their father’s nakedness for themselves and were very 

careful to cover their father up. Ham, whether he looked intentionally or not is about to be cursed. 

‘When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, he said, ‘Cursed be Canaan! 
The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers.’ He also said, ‘Praise be to the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan 
be the slave of Shem. May God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be 

the slave of Japheth.’ After the flood Noah lived 350 years. Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then he died.’ 
Genesis 9:24-29 

When Noah sobered up or woke up he realised what had happened and as a result Ham, the father of Canaan, was left 

without a blessing, but Canaan was specifically cursed to be the servant of his brethren. 

The result of Ham’s sin was the Canaanites are going to reap the consequences of Ham’s sin. The character of 

Canaan is shown in the nature of his descendants, remember they became an immoral people who eventually became 

a curse to the Israelites, it was the Canaanites and their gods that became the sign of moral filth and rebellion against 

God. 

God blessed Shem and his descendants who established a moral lineage throughout history, they were to have 

mastery over Ham. The blessing of Japheth resulted in them having the largest share of the world, Europeans, this 

was fulfilled when Rome ruled the world. 

Noah was blessed to reach the ripe old age of 950. 
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CHAPTER 10 

Before we begin looking at these passages, it’s important to remember that in chronological order, Genesis 10 should 

come after Genesis 11, the reason for this is simply seen in that God didn’t give different human languages 

until Genesis 11 but here in Genesis 10, we see people speaking in different languages. 

THE SONS OF JAPHETH 

‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah’s sons, who themselves had sons after the flood. The sons of 
Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshek and Tiras. The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath and 

Togarmah. The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittites and the Rodanites. (From these the maritime peoples 
spread out into their territories by their clans within their nations, each with its own language.)’ Genesis 10:1-5 

The lists of names here are for genealogy purposes, later the Jews, especially if a man wanted to become a priest, had 

to prove his historical lineage back to Aaron. Some of the places mentioned where the fathers settled are known and 

others are unknown. 

Concerning the sons of Japheth were distinguished by their land territory, probably modern-day Turkey, some islands 

in the Mediterranean and possibly southern Europe. and their own specific language. 

Gomer’s family have been identified in the records of Assyria as the Cimmerians. Magog is a term that probably 

referred to all northerners, particularly those of eastern Turkey, Ezekiel 38:2 / Ezekiel 39:1 / Ezekiel 39:6. 

Madai would be the Median nation, Javan would be the Ionian Greeks, and Tubal would be the Aegean Island 

inhabitants or the Etruscans. Ashkenaz would be the residents of the Caucasian mountains near the Black and 

Caspian Sea, Jeremiah 51:27. 

Riphath possibly lived in Anatolia or Turkey, Togarmah possibly lived near Carchemish, Elishah lived in Cyprus and 

Tarshish on the southern coast of Spain. Kittim in Cyprus, the Rodanites possibly resided on Rhodes of the Aegean 

Sea. 

To us, these may be just a bunch of names but to the Jews, these names are very important. The Old Testament 

wasn’t just the word of God for them, it was proof of their origin. 

THE SONS OF HAM 

‘The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put and Canaan. The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah and Sabteka. The 
sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. Cush was the father of Nimrod, who became a mighty warrior on the earth. He 
was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, ‘Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD.’ The 
first centres of his kingdom were Babylon, Uruk, Akkad and Kalneh, in Shinar. From that land he went to Assyria, 
where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah—which is the great 

city’. Genesis 10:6-12 

The Cushites established Kish in the Mesopotamian valley and later they became the Kassites, some of whom 

possibly migrated to southern Arabia. They then moved into Abyssinia of east Africa, Ethiopia. Nimrod became the 

honoured leader of the Cushites and it was he who built a great city and kingdom that was composed of the city-states 

of Babel, Erech, Accad and Calneh. 



66 

In contrast to a shepherd who has the people at heart, Nimrod was a ‘hunter.’ The reference here is probably to 

inform us that he subdued people, rather than being a hunter of animals. 

‘Egypt was the father of the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, Pathrusites, Kasluhites (from whom the 
Philistines came) and Caphtorites.’ Genesis 10:13-14 

West of Egypt is Ludim or Libyia. Pathrusim were the people of Pathros in upper Egypt and Casluhim is the 

Philistines, and Caphtorim were the people of Crete. 

‘Canaan was the father of Sidon his firstborn, and of the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, 
Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. Later the Canaanite clans scattered, and the borders of Canaan reached 
from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboyim, as far as Lasha. 

These are the sons of Ham by their clans and languages, in their territories and nations.’ Genesis 10:15-20 

The Canaanites were known as Phoenicians by the Greeks. Their main cities were the coastal cities of Sidon and Tyre 

that still exist in Lebanon. They were the dominant group of Palestine from as far north as Sidon to as far south as 

Gaza and into parts of Egypt. 

From Heth came the Hittites who became established in Palestine and who built the city of Hebron, Genesis 10:23. 

From Heth came the Jebusites who lived in the area of Jerusalem, 2 Samuel 5:6-10. 

The Amorites lived in the highlands of Palestine and the territory east of the Jordan River. 

THE SONS OF SHEM 

‘Sons were also born to Shem, whose older brother was Japheth; Shem was the ancestor of all the sons of Eber. The 
sons of Shem: Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshek. Arphaxad 

was the father of Shelah, and Shelah the father of Eber. Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg, because 
in his time the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan. Joktan was the father of Almodad, Sheleph, 

Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. All these were sons 
of Joktan. The region where they lived stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, in the eastern hill country. These are the 

sons of Shem by their clans and languages, in their territories and nations. These are the clans of Noah’s sons, 
according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earth after the 

flood.’ Genesis 10:21-32 

The children of Eber came to be referred to as the Hebrew people, they were Semitic-speaking nomadic people who 

settled around the Arabian Desert. The Elamites lived east of the Mesopotamian valley, whereas Ashur became the 

people of Assyria. 

Northeast of the Assyrians, the descendants of Arphaxad possibly settled. The descendants of Aram became the 

Syrian people. Their language, Aramaic, became the international language of communication during the Assyrian, 

Babylonian and Persian empires. 

The sons of Uz established a city-state east of the Jordan in the Arabian Desert where Job lived, Job 1:1. The 

descendants of Sheba established the area south of Egypt from which the queen of Sheba came to visit Solomon, 1 

Kings 10:1-13. 

CHAPTER 11 
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TOWER OF BABEL 

After the flood, God made a covenant with Noah and within it, we find the command, ‘Be fruitful and increase in 

number and fill the earth,’ Genesis 9:1 / Genesis 9:7. 

‘Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As people moved eastward, they found a plain in 
Shinar and settled there.’ Genesis 11:1-2 

Apparently, the descendants of Noah had no desire to be separated, they didn’t remain in the same place, but they 

moved together. The phrase, ‘people moved’ is an expression which literally means, ‘pulling up tent pegs’, which 

reveals the nature of the culture of those days. 

They were nomadic herdsmen and shepherds, very much in the style of Abraham himself years later and in the style 

of their people for centuries later. They were wandering tribesmen in search of pasture for their flocks and herds. This 

is why they migrated, pulling up tent pegs, the first cities came later. 

Genesis 11 records their decision to end the migration and settle down together, in disobedience to the command of 

God. Genesis 10 explains the growth of the nations and how the nations came to be established, it also explains the 

spread of mankind and its division into distinctive peoples and languages, because it traces the dispersal of the human 

race to Babel. 

In the course of their migration, they came to the plain of Shinar which had many names in the course of history, 

Chaldea, Mesopotamia, Babylon. Today this is called Iraq, which is one of the Arab states. 

The reason why they stopped here from their wanderings is clear, they ‘found a plain’, a level area rich and fertile, 

well suited for herdsmen. It is in fact, a land of mudflats which gets its richness from the fact that both the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers flow through it, all the way down to the Persian Gulf. 

You may know that these rivers are constantly washing down a rich silt, a rich deposit, so that land is still being 

formed at the head of the Persian Gulf at a rate of about one mile every 70 years or so. It is a fact that at one time, Ur 

of the Chaldees, was a seaport, in the days of Abraham, but today it is about 130 miles inland and almost any map of 

Mesopotamia will show you where the ancient coastline was. 

Just imagine a strip of land, 130 miles wide being added at the head of the Persian Gulf. Today, this region which the 

Bible calls Shinar is studied with the ruins of ancient cities and reveals a culture which is thought to go back as far as 

5000 B.C. or even further. 

So, they plan to build on the plain of Shinar and in all probability, it was the fertility of the land itself which helped 

them to make this decision to stay. The name of the city is given as Babel, Genesis 11:9 and that name, if you take it 

from the ancient Akkadian language, comes from ‘Babilu’, which means ‘gate of God’. Later on, of course, the word 

Babel takes on a very different meaning, confusion, and then the Hebrew origin of the word is what one has in mind, 

Babel, which means confusion. 

The leader of this venture appears to have been Nimrod, whose name you will find in Genesis 10:10. Notice that he 

was a descendant of Ham, the Hamites may have been woefully lacking in the religious sense but appear to have been 

extremely ingenious and inventive in other ways, particularly in the setting up of the first kingdoms. 

These ancient cities, or at least what remains of them have virtually all been discovered and there is one remarkable 

thing they all have in common, something unique to that part of the world. They all have the kind of building that is 

mentioned in Genesis 11:4, which is described here as a ‘tower’. And I might add that this is true not only of the 

cities we have named but others as well. 
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THE ZIGGURATS 

The proper name for these towers is ‘Ziggurats’ because a Ziggurat is really an artificial name mountain, a mound 

built so high as to represent a mountain. The word ‘Ziggurat’ literally means, ‘Mountain Top’. Of course, the original 

Ziggurats were nothing as complex or as grand as the later ones but having said that, it has been calculated that this 

particular Ziggurat was about 660 feet high, which would make it 260 or more feet higher than St Paul’s Cathedral. I 

say this because according to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, this tower has been identified as the forerunner of the 

Temple of Esagila, in the ancient city of Babylon, which is in ruins today. 

According to Babylonian tradition, the original Ziggurat was destroyed by Sargon the first, when he established his 

own capital at Agade, and it was rebuilt about 100 years later by another king of Agade, there are inscriptions and 

more correctly, there are clay tablets which testify to this. 

Then the Babylonian historians tell us, it was later rebuilt and improved by Nebuchadnezzar and known as the 

Temple of Bel in Babylon, to which the sacred vessels of Jerusalem were brought, you may remember when 

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city. 

At least this is one story and as you may well guess, there are other claimants to this unique distinction. For example, 

a team of German archaeologists claimed to have uncovered the site of the Tower of Babel and the leader, Professor 

Koldewey gives details of its construction and its surroundings. We are even told that 58 million bricks went into its 

construction and that work was done by slaves. 

We are told that it was built on seven layers with an inclined road up to each level or step. We’re told that it had a 

temple on the summit, made of glazed blue brickwork and so on. 

Frankly, I think that most of these historians let themselves get carried away by their enthusiasm because what was 

later discovered by the archaeologists was not the original tower, but reconstructions and improvements and 

extensions, because the building of the tower was ended dramatically and suddenly by God Himself. Their work was 

unfinished, and it was later that these additions were made. 

Certainly, later occupants of the land took hold of this idea and developed it, because later in the Sumerian cities, the 

Ziggurats had become stepped pyramids, with temples on top. And these towers were much more than places of 

worship. They were the centres of the city’s administration where priests kept records of taxes which were paid to the 

local god, because the city was supposed to be owned by the deity of that locality, although he has what was called an 

‘Ensi’, or ruler, who governed on his behalf. 

Again, the Ziggurat had a great number of workshops in it or connected with it, for carpenters, brewers, metal 

workers and whoever was employed in the service of the temple. And so, really, I suppose you could call the later 

Ziggurats a combination of Cathedral and Town Hall, where the priests were the civil servants. 

‘They said to each other, ‘Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They used brick instead of stone, and 
tar for mortar.’ Genesis 11:3 

But could they even think of building anything as ambitious as a Ziggurat? Did they have the knowledge? 

Apparently, they did. 

Remember that the first city was built by Cain, according to Genesis 4:17, and it’s remarkable that these descendants 

of Ham have somewhere obtained the secret of brick making, Genesis 11:3. That one verse makes the entire story 

completely credible, we can believe it because being a ‘plain’ meant there was no stone available for building, so they 

had to make bricks. 
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THE BRICKS 

Notice how they made bricks, they ‘baked them thoroughly’, in other words, they must have known how to bake 

bricks in some kind of brick kiln. Now you might say, ‘well of course that is how you have to make bricks’! But let 

me ask you to remember how the Israelites made bricks for the Egyptians. They made them of sun-dried mud, into 

which chopped straw was mixed in order to give them strength, Exodus 5:7. 

Exodus 5 tells how to make it harder for the Israelites in Egypt, Pharaoh refused to give them straw and made them 

find their own, thus making it harder for them to produce their daily quota. Then, when there was no longer any straw 

to be found, they had to make bricks without straw and still produce their set quota, even when the dried mud 

crumbled away it had no binding substance. Exodus 5:10-18. 

And this was centuries after the period we are dealing with here in Genesis 11. Indeed, it must have been about 200 

years before the time of Israel in Egypt. Yet these descendants of Ham know about baking bricks so that they are so 

much stronger. 

THE TAR 

And that’s not all, they used ‘tar’ for mortar. Now tar or bitumen is an oily substance, and therefore waterproof. It 

was used by the Egyptians in the process of mummification because it preserved the dead body. 

When they examined the foundations of the tower, they discovered that the bricks were cemented together with tar, 

which not only bound them so firmly together that Professor Layard, an archaeologist said it was impossible to break 

them apart, but also provided protection, waterproofing, in a region where the foundations of the building were 

constantly threatened by dampness caused by rivers. 

‘Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens. Then they said, ‘Come, 
let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; 

otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’ Genesis 11:4 

WHAT WAS IT THEY WANTED TO BUILD? 

The reason I ask this question is because there are many misconceptions which people have formed from a 

misunderstanding of Genesis 11:4. They were not so foolish to think that they could actually erect a tower whose top 

would reach to heaven. That is simply another way of saying, ‘let us build a tower of very great height.’ 

In Deuteronomy 1:28, Moses reminds the people of how afraid they had been when they heard the inhabitants of the 

land and of their cities which had walls which reached up to heaven. So, what these builders on the plain of Shinar 

are planning is to build a very high mound or tower. But why? 

Not because they thought they could reach heaven with it and certainly not as a protection against another flood 

which is what someone has suggested. Obviously, if that had been their purpose for building they would not have 

built on a plain, but they would have built on a mountain. 
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TWO REASONS 

There are two reasons given for their plan. 

1. Let us make a name, 

2. Otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the Earth. 

And behind both these ideas, is the desire to unite themselves together and create perhaps a world empire. They 

wanted to make a lasting impression on history and I suppose they were typical of people down the ages. 

History tells of evidence of man’s desire to glorify himself in one way or another. Look at how excitedly they appear 

to have talked about their project, ‘they said to one another, come let US build OURSELVES a city, come let US 

make bricks.’ 

The A.V. conveys this bustling, busyness of these people, ‘go to, go to’, as if the building of that city and that tower 

would be the ultimate in human achievement, I suppose very much as man talks about ‘space projects’ even today. 

I suppose that there have been some spin-offs from the millions of pounds or more properly dollars and roubles, 

spend on space projects but I can’t help feeling that the basic reason is pretty much as it was in the days of the tower 

of Babel, namely, to make a name. There is so much national pride and glory involved in the things that men attempt 

today. 

In Genesis 11 we see the beginnings of that world empire which became reality under Nebuchadnezzar a long time 

later. They were ignoring the plan and command of God and forming an ambitious plan for human confederacy 

which left God outside. They hadn’t learned to trust and serve God, even after the lesson from the flood itself. And 

yet, we catch also a hint of insecurity in their voices as they say, ‘Otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the 

Earth.’ 

Probably the idea of the tower was it should serve as a landmark for them, pretty much as a lighthouse serves the 

sailor. They wanted, needed something to guide them as they returned to base so to speak, after searching for pasture 

for their flocks and herds. 

So here are two reasons, the simpler one was protection and guidance, and the second was political, the far more 

serious and far more sinful one, as God saw it. I use the words ‘serious and sinful’ because this had been the nature 

of almost all human organisations of this kind. 

Think for example, of the old League of Nations, which was formed after the First World War, a very ambitious 

scheme to bind the nations of the earth together. But it was a Godless confederacy because the name of God wasn’t 

mentioned in its transactions, how could it, when it was a union of so-called Christian and non-Christian nations, 

along with nations which didn’t believe in God at all. 

This is the problem with the United Nations organisation today. It’s another Godless organisation and as Christians, 

we know that no system of human government which excluded God, can never succeed, nor can it have the blessing 

of God. 

GOD INTERVENED 

‘But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building.’ Genesis 11:5 
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We can see that God interned but we haven’t to take that expression ‘the Lord came down’ literally. It is just another 

anthropomorphic expression we have come to expect in the Book of Genesis, where God is described as acting in a 

human fashion. It’s used here to make us understand that God was interested and concerned about what they were 

doing. The same kind of expression is used in Genesis 18 when God is concerned about what was happening in the 

city of Sodom. 

Obviously, we aren’t to think that God needs to ‘come down’ to find out what is happening, or what men are doing, 

because nothing escapes God’s attention. And perhaps it is as well to stress the fact because although we claim to 

believe that God is all-knowing, I suppose we often forget it because we sometimes do things which we shouldn’t do 

if we really remembered that nothing escapes His eyes. 

‘The LORD said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to 
do will be impossible for them.’ Genesis 11:6 

This reminds us at that time, these people all spoke the same language, this has already been affirmed in Genesis 

11:4-5. The literal rendering of the Hebrew text in those verses is ‘of one lip and of words one’, which really means 

that both the language and vocabulary and the pronunciation were the same. 

And so here at Babel, they used the same words and spoke the language the same way and God commented that left 

to themselves if they succeed in this venture, it would lead to even more ambitious schemes. I think that this certainly 

implies the establishment of a world empire. 

‘Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.’ Genesis 11:7 

Notice the course of action on which God decided, He didn’t destroy them, or their city, or their tower, He confused 

the language. He made it impossible for them to communicate with each other and although this was undoubtedly a 

merciful course of action, it was without a doubt, also a very effective one, because it effectively put an end to all 

their scheming. 

And at the same time, it would effectively fulfil His original command to the descendants of Noah, because the 

people would have no reason to remain together since they could no longer understand each other, and they would 

disperse. 

‘So, the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is why it was 
called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered 

them over the face of the whole earth.’ Genesis 11:8-9 

This doesn’t mean that they immediately scattered all over the face of the Earth, but it does mean that groups of those 

who found they could understand each other would go off together and establish their own community. And perhaps 

it was in this way that there in the cradle of civilisation the first independent states were set up. 

CONCLUSION 

I question whether we can understand what confusion this caused, because today thanks to modern means of 

communication and travel and the study of languages, people can understand each other a lot easier. But in ancient 

times and for that matter long after the events of Babel, men had difficulty in understanding each other. 
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Often each city has its own dialect which wasn’t understood by neighbouring cities. It has been said, that even the 

prophet Isaiah, would probably not have been understood 30 miles outside of Jerusalem, or the great Greek orators, a 

few miles from Athens. 

Without books such as we have and without the systematic study of language, the groups of people of the time of 

Babel would soon develop and modify their own pronunciation and develop their own dialects to where they couldn’t 

be understood at all outside of their own group. 

All this happened about 100 years, certainly not much more, after the flood. Indeed, Genesis 10:25 hints at this, when 

it says that in his days was the earth divided. And the event itself is yet another proof of the fact that we don’t always 

learn from the past. 

Adam and Eve sinned and were punished, Cain sinned and was punished, the flood destroyed the ancient world, also 

as a punishment for sin and yet here we find the descendants of Noah, leaving God out of their plans and incurring 

punishment again. 

The remaining verses in Genesis 11 are interesting because they form the link between Noah and Abraham whose 

story is shortly to begin. 

ACCOUNT OF SHEM 

‘This is the account of Shem’s family line. Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the 
father of Arphaxad. And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had other sons and 

daughters. When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of 
Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the 

father of Eber. And after he became the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 
When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg. And after he became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 

years and had other sons and daughters. When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu. And after he 
became the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters. When Reu had lived 32 years, he 

became the father of Serug. And after he became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons and 
daughters. When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor. And after he became the father of Nahor, 

Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters. When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of 
Terah. And after he became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons and daughters. After Terah 

had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.’ Genesis 11:10-26 

The account here picks up from the account we find in Genesis 5. As Noah was the tenth listed person from Adam, 

Terah is here listed as the tenth descendant from Shem, though we understand that the genealogy isn’t here listed in 

order to give every descendant in the chronology of each generation. Unlike the lineage of Shem that is given 

in Genesis 10:21-32, this lineage is traced through Arphaxad. The other sons of Shem are ignored in order to bring 

the genealogy to Abram. 

The whole point of this account is to show the seed-line from Noah to Abraham, in fact, the purpose of all the 

genealogies we find in Scripture is to show how God kept His promise about the coming of Jesus, Genesis 

3:15 / Galatians 3:16. 

In the building of Babel, mankind was once again turning from God, and so God turned to build a future of faith 

through Abraham, and eventually through a nation that would come from his descendants. 

ACCOUNT OF TERAH 
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‘This is the account of Terah’s family line. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became 

the father of Lot. While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 
Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milkah; 
she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milkah and Iskah. Now Sarai was childless because she was not 

able to conceive. Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of 
his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Harran, 

they settled there. Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran.’ Genesis 11:27-32 

Abraham is the father of the Israelites, Nahor and Haran were his brothers and his father was called Terah. Ur of the 

Chaldeans was a very rich city. They had tombs, wheels, sexagesimal system, in other words, they divided things into 

60 i.e. 60 minutes and they used a cuneiform style of writing. They had some kind of theology about the afterlife, as 

they used to bury themselves alive with their servants. 

The city was destroyed around 2100 B.C and after its destruction, those people in the area who migrated to the west 

were known as the Amorites. The migration of Terah’s family was initially to go to Canaan, but the family came to 

Haran and settled there where Terah died. 

CHAPTER 12 

‘The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you. ‘I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.’ Genesis 12:1-3 

Notice the text says, ‘The LORD had said’, this is past tense, although we don’t know exactly how long ago God 

spoke to Abraham, we can know that He did whilst he was in his homeland. We also know from the previous chapter 

that Abraham is the father of the Israelites, Nahor and Haran were his brothers and his father was called Terah. 

Ur of the Chaldeans was a very rich city. They had tombs, wheels, sexagesimal system, in other words, they divided 

things into 60 i.e. 60 minutes and they used a cuneiform style of writing. They had some kind of theology about the 

afterlife, as they used to bury themselves alive with their servants. 

The city was destroyed around 2100 B.C and after its destruction, those people in the area who migrated to the west 

were known as the Amorites. We have to remember that Abraham wasn’t a Hebrew or a Jew or even an Israelite but 

an Amorite, Ezekiel 16:3, and his father worshipped idols, Joshua 24:2. 

Whilst in UR, Jewish tradition says that Abraham’s father, Terah was an idol-maker. Once he had to travel, so he left 

Abraham to manage the shop. People would come in and ask to buy idols. Abraham would say, ‘How old are you?’ 

The person would say, ‘Fifty,’ or ‘Sixty’. Abraham would say, ‘Isn’t it pathetic that a man of sixty wants to bow 

down to a one-day-old idol?’ The man would feel ashamed and leave. 

One time a woman came with a basket of bread. She said to Abraham, ‘Take this and offer it to the gods’. Abraham 

got up, took a hammer in his hand, broke all the idols to pieces, and then put the hammer in the hand of the biggest 

idol among them. When his father came back and saw the broken idols, he was appalled. ‘Who did this?’ he cried. 

‘How can I hide anything from you?’ replied Abraham calmly. ‘A woman came with a basket of bread and told me to 

offer it to them. I brought it in front of them, and each one said, ‘I’m going to eat first.’ Then the biggest one got up, 

took the hammer and broke all the others to pieces.’ 

‘What are you trying to pull on me?’ asked Terah, ‘Do they have minds?’ Abraham replied to his father, ‘Listen to 

what your own mouth is saying? They have no power at all! Why worship idols?’ 
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There must have been something in Abraham was God saw as unique for Him to call him. God asked him to leave his 

home and extended family in order to go to a country that God would show him. Acts 7:3 / Hebrews 11:8. 

Imagine someone asking you to leave your home but you don’t know where you’re going? That’s faith. 

THE PROMISES TO ABRAHAM (ABRAM) 

There are seven promises given to Abram. 

1. A People. (Posterity) 

2. A Name. See also Genesis 15:5. 

3. Protection. 

4. Prosperity. 

5. A Universal Blessing, 

6. A Homeland. See also Genesis 12:7 / Genesis 15:18-21. 

7. A Son. Genesis 3:15 / Genesis 17:16. 

God promised to make Abraham a great nation, this was fulfilled when Israel left captivity, Deuteronomy 26:5. 

Earlier Moses asked what great nation had a law like the one given to them by God, Deuteronomy 4:5-8. 

God also promised to bless Abraham, again this was fulfilled in Abraham’s lifetime, Genesis 24:1 / Genesis 24:34-

35, he was also blessed in the children he was given, Isaiah 51:2. 

God also promised to make Abraham’s name great, as Abraham is such a famous man, even those who haven’t read 

the Bible have heard of him and we know he’s very important to Christians, Romans 4:16 / Galatians 3:7. 

God also promised that Abraham would be a blessing to others, Christians today join with Abraham in receiving 

God’s blessings, Galatians 3:6-9, and of course, Jesus is the ultimate blessing for Christians, Galatians 3:14 and 

because of Him, blessings come to everyone, Romans 4:7-13. 

God also promised to bless those who bless him and curse those who curse him, this was fulfilled in God’s protection 

of Abraham. We see it when Abraham with 318 men went to save Lot from the armies of five kings who had just 

ravished the region, Genesis 14:18-20, later we see it in God’s protection of Israel, Numbers 24:2-10. 

God also promised that in him all nations of the earth would be blessed, Genesis 22:18, the fulfilment would be 

through a specific descendant, Luke 1:67-79 / Acts 3:25-26 / Galatians 3:8 / Galatians 3:16. 

God promised that He will make his descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if anyone can number the dust of the 

earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. While in Egypt, the population of Israel increased 

greatly, Exodus 1:7, and when they left they were a great nation, Deuteronomy 26:5. By the time of King Solomon, 

he said the population could not be numbered, 1 Kings 3:8. 

Remember too that Christians are also called sons of Abraham, Galatians 3:7 / Galatians 3:29 / Romans 4:17-18. 

There is no dispute about the fulfilment of: 

1. People. 

2. Name 

3. Protection. 

4. Prosperity. 

5. Universal blessing 

7. A Son. 

Most people are in agreement that all have been fulfilled but there are a few who believe that the land promise hasn’t 

been fulfilled, millennialists for example claim this promise has yet to be fulfilled. So, I want to spend a little time 

here to demonstrate how this promise had indeed been fulfilled. 



75 

THE LAND PROMISE 

‘Abraham was now very old, and the LORD had blessed him in every way. Abraham was now very old, and the 
LORD had blessed him in every way. He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he 

had, ‘Put your hand under my thigh. I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that 
you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living.’ Genesis 24:1-3 

Notice that under no circumstances must Isaac marry a Canaanite woman and under no circumstances must Isaac 

leave Canaan. To leave would have been regarded as a rejection and loss of title to the land. 

In Genesis 26 we find the promises confirmed to Isaac. Genesis 26:3-4 / Genesis 26:12. 

In Genesis 28 we see the covenant passes to Jacob, Genesis 28:3-4 / Genesis 28:13-15. In Genesis 35 we see the 

covenant confirmed again, whilst Jacob’s name is changed to Israel, Genesis 35:11. 

In Genesis 37 we find Jacob living in the land and two promises have been fulfilled, a son and a homeland, Genesis 

37:1. God then prepares for the fulfilment of a third promise, the development of a nation, Genesis 46:3. 

It’s significant that whilst Isaac wasn’t allowed to leave Canaan, no such command was issued to Jacob, on the 

contrary, God sends him to Egypt. The reason for the move was because of famine, with five more years of famine to 

come, Genesis 42:5 / Genesis 45:11. 

Israel lived in Canaan, Genesis 47:27. Jacob died in Egypt but was buried in Hebron, Genesis 50:13. We also see in 

this chapter that Joseph prophesied that the Israelites would leave Egypt, although he didn’t indicate the 

circumstances of their Exodus. 

God Fulfilled The Land Promise, Joshua 21:43-45. Terms And Conditions. What people tend to overlook is that 

Israel’s land promise came with terms and conditions attached. Moses even predicted their captivity, Deuteronomy 

29:24-28 / Deuteronomy 30:16-18. 

RESTORATION 

Yes, restoration was possible but that came with conditions attached to Deuteronomy 30:3-5 / Deuteronomy 30:10. 

CAPTIVITY 

Captivity finally came, in 721 B.C. we find the Assyrian captivity, from which the Northern Kingdom didn’t return. 

150 years later, we find the Babylonian captivity. It was Nehemiah who led the return to the land. In Nehemiah 1 we 

see him praying on behalf of the people and notice especially that his appeal to God’s promise was made through 

Moses, Nehemiah 1:8. 

GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE 

Notice also that Nehemiah also confirms that the Land promise had been kept, Nehemiah 9:7-8. 
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THE RETURN TO THE LAND 

We read of this in Jeremiah 29:11 / 2 Chronicles 36:22. Take a moment to read Ezra 1. 

‘So, Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 
out from Harran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people 

they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. Abram travelled through 
the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. The 

LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your offspring, I will give this land.’ So, he built an altar there to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him.’ Genesis 12:4-7 

If this isn’t an act of faith I don’t what is, Acts 7:3 / Hebrews 11:8. There’s no arguing or questioning God when God 

asks him to leave, he simply obeys and goes at the age of 75 and he took his Sarai who was a Hittite, Ezekiel 16:3 and 

his nephew Lot. 

On their journey they first came to Shechem, Genesis 33:18-19 / Joshua 24:1 and because the Canaanites were 

already in the land, it seems that God needed to reaffirm to Abram that this was the actual land that He would give to 

his descendants. Notice he built an altar to the Lord, this was one of many he would build in his lifetime. 

‘From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. Then Abram set out and continued 

toward the Negev.’ Genesis 12:8-9 

Abram came to Bethel, this is an interesting place as archaeological discoveries have indicated that this city was 

actually in ruins about 500 years before Abraham’s arrival. It was a fortress city that had originally been built by the 

Egyptians around 2900 B.C. but was destroyed around 2500 B.C. It’s here that Abraham built another altar and 

worshipped God. 

ABRAM GOES TO EGYPT 

‘Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was 
severe. As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, ‘I know what a beautiful woman you are. When the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. Say you are my sister, 
so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.’ When Abram came to Egypt, 
the Egyptians saw that Sarai was a very beautiful woman. And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to 

Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, 
male and female donkeys, male and female servants, and camels. But the LORD inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh 
and his household because of Abram’s wife Sarai. So, Pharaoh summoned Abram. ‘What have you done to me?’ he 

said. ‘Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my 
wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!’ Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they 

sent him on his way, with his wife and everything he had.’ Genesis 12:10-20 

It’s clear that because of the severity of the famine in Canaan, Abram took his extended family into the delta regions 

of Egypt in order to find pasture land for his herds and food for his family. Because of the beauty of Sarai, Abram 

conceived a plan to spare his own life in view of the lust of the Egyptians for beautiful women. He asks Sarai to lie 

about her being his wife, even though Sarai was actually his half-sister. 

She was the daughter of one of the wives of Terah, but not of Abraham’s mother, Genesis 20:12. It was a half-truth, 

but a total falsehood and as a result of this lie, the house of Pharaoh was plagued. So instead of Abram being a 
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blessing to the house of Pharaoh, he was a curse on this occasion. Pharaoh then chastised Abram and expelled him 

from Egypt for his deception. 

It’s clear that Abram was scared that he would be killed in order for someone to take his wife, so he came up with a 

reason that he and Sarai were together without mentioning they were married. Yes, Abram lied through half-truths 

and he nearly lost his wife because of it. 

For some reason, mainly because of fear, he must have thought that it was better to lose Sarai than his own life so that 

God’s promises to him could be fulfilled. Thank God, that God intervened and stopped both Abram and Pharaoh 

from making foolish mistakes. 

It seems that Abram was allowed to keep the gifts because Pharaoh wanted to compensate for his own error. It 

certainly looks like Pharaoh just accepted the statement that Abram and Sarai were siblings and never thought to ask 

if they were married before having Sarai into his home. 

One of the beauties of the Bible is that it doesn’t try to hide the sin of some of the godliest men we read about, Noah 

got drunk, David committed adultery, Abram lied about his wife, and will do so again later, and Isaac tells the same 

lie. 

CHAPTER 13 

‘So, Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. Abram 
had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. From the Negev he went from place to place until he 
came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier and where he had first built an 

altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD.’ Genesis 13:1-4 

Here we find Abram is right back to where he started, Genesis 12:9, back in Genesis 12, he thought he would go on 

his own accord, Genesis 12:10, and because he went, it forced him to lie. He had a lack of faith in God and so 

because of the famine he went to where the food was instead of trusting God to supply his needs. 

As always with sin, there is a price to pay, his sin led others to sin and so Abram placed himself into a place of 

temptation where it led to even an ungodly king rebuking him, Genesis 12:18. God could have looked after Abram 

during the time of the famine but he had to learn the hard way, I guess that real faith takes time to build. 

Abram is now in the Negev in the south, which was Edomite country, he has become very wealthy, with livestock, 

silver and gold, Genesis 17:12-13 / Genesis 17:23. He eventually makes it back to his camping area which was 

between Bethel and Hai. 

Having put his sin behind him, he offered his sacrifice and got on and now he’s back to where God wants him to be. 

Although the text doesn’t tell us, I believe we can safely assume that the famine is now over, and he is his livestock 

can now settle in the Canaan. 

‘Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. But the land could not support 
them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. And 

quarrelling arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at 
that time. So, Abram said to Lot, ‘Let’s not have any quarrelling between you and me, or between your herders and 
mine, for we are close relatives. Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to 

the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.’ Genesis 13:5-9 

It’s obvious that the land wasn’t fully recovered from the drought, because it wasn’t able to support both Abram and 

Lot. It’s clear Abram is doing God’s will because trouble is now brewing between the herdsmen, but it must be noted 
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there was no trouble between Abram and his nephew Lot. Notice when the Canaanites and Perizzites saw them 

arguing this wasn’t a good example of God’s people. 

This is the first real mention of wealth in the Bible, but the difference was Lot’s wealth possessed him, he chose 

wealth, but Abram didn’t let his possession possess him. This is seen in Abram allowing Lot to choose and so, he 

yielded to Lot out of love, his rights didn’t obsess him, Philippians 2:4. Abram trusted God and graciously gave Lot 

the choice because he knew that God would look after him. 

‘Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the garden of the 
LORD, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) So, Lot chose for 

himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: Abram lived in the 
land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. Now the people of 

Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.’ Genesis 13:10-13 

Lot makes his choice and picks the whole plain of Jordan, he obviously chose by sight and not by faith as Abram 

did, 2 Corinthians 5:7 / Jeremiah 17:9. Notice that Lot pitched his tents near Sodom, this is later going to prove to be 

a bad mistake for him and his family. Those who lived in Sodom were wicked and totally lived in a way opposite to 

what God requires of people. 

Maybe Lot thought he would be fine if he just lived on the outskirts of Sodom but as we shall see later, he eventually 

moved into the city, surrounded himself with sin and would need rescuing. 

‘The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, ‘Look around from where you are, to the north and south, 
to the east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your offspring 

like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. Go, walk 
through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.’ So, Abram went to live near the great trees of 

Mamre at Hebron, where he pitched his tents. There he built an altar to the LORD.’ Genesis 13:14-18 

Notice after Lot left, God tells Abram to explore the land and get a feel for it. I can imagine Abram thinking to 

himself, but all this land can’t be his because Lot has now possessed some of it, and so, the Lord once again renewed 

His promise to Abram to give him the land of Canaan. He also renewed His promise that his descendants would be as 

the dust of the earth. Remember the Messiah would eventually come through his lineage, Genesis 3:15. 

It was at this time that Abram moved to the area of Hebron which means communion, at the time it was known as 

Mamre which means vision. Abraham possessed his land by faith. 

CHAPTER 14 

In Genesis 13 we read about the parting of Abram and his nephew Lot and were told the reason for the parting, the 

bad relationship between their herdsmen. There was ‘strife’ between them. There’s no suggestion that Abram and his 

nephew had any personal difficulties, the problem was between the men who served them. It’s often the way we 

respond to problems that reveal our character, and we should notice the manner in which the two masters dealt with 

this situation. 

It’s wholly in keeping with what we know about the character of Abram that he deplored that there should be any 

trouble between them, and it was he who suggested a solution. Bearing in mind the fact that Abram and his nephew 

were very wealthy men. Abram ‘had silver and gold’, and they both had large flocks and herds, and it isn’t altogether 

surprising that conflict could arise when it came to watering their animals in an area where water was very often hard 

to find, therefore, as a result, they were often faced with the same sensitive situation. 
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The solution that Abram proposed was both gracious and extremely generous. The two companies should go their 

separate ways. In effect, he said to his nephew, ‘the whole area is before you’. But we also see the different, selfish 

Lot. We read that Lot ‘chose for himself,’ he might have been more gracious, suggesting that his uncle Abram, being 

the older man, should choose first, but although he was already a wealthy man, he was still looking to increase his 

wealth and he made a choice on the basis of selfishness and self-interest. 

He saw that the Plain of Jordan was ‘well-watered everywhere’ and so, ‘Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan’ 

and travelled east ‘in the direction of Sodom’. And the Scriptures sound out a warning in Genesis 13:13 ‘the men of 

Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.’ 

But this isn’t the end of the story! Lot and Abram have parted company, and Lot will live to regret his selfish choice. 

They will meet again in very different and dangerous circumstances and Lot will have very good reasons to be 

thankful to his Uncle Abram. But, after Lot has gone, God speaks to Abraham, ‘Look North, South, East and West.’ 

In other words, ‘in every direction!’ 

‘All that you can see, I have given to you and your descendants for ever’. You may be inclined to think that this 

couldn’t be because Lot has already chosen some of that land for himself and has even gone to take possession of it, 

but an individual only possesses what God gives to him, Ecclesiastes 5:10. 

This was the first of the promises that God made to Abram, there were more to follow, promises that were greater and 

more important. Genesis 14 continues with the tragic story of Lot. Whilst Abram is still in his tent, near his altar, 

under the Oaks of Mamre, the two words, ‘tent’ and ‘altar’ summarise his life and speak of his relationship with God. 

Abram is a worshipping pilgrim. 

Lot, meanwhile has moved close to Sodom, and before long will have exchanged his tent for a house in Sodom, even 

though he must have been aware of the wicked reputation of the inhabitants. 

THE WAR OF THE KINGS 

‘At the time when Amraphel was king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of 
Goyim, these kings went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, 

Shemeber king of Zeboyim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of 
Siddim (that is, the Dead Sea Valley). For twelve years they had been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth 

year they rebelled. In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out and defeated the 
Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim and the Horites in the hill 

country of Seir, as far as El Paran near the desert. Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), 
and they conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who were living in Hazezon 

Tamar.’ Genesis 14:1-7 

We should notice that, in this chapter, for the first time, we find Bible history recording a political situation that 

secular history also records, and we read how it affected the lives of Bible characters. There were five rulers of Cities 

of the Plain, cities that included Sodom and Gomorrah, who, for 12 years had been compelled to pay an annual tribute 

to a confederacy consisting of four other city-kings, led by Kedorlaomer, King of Elam. 

One of his allies was Amraphel, king of Shinar, who is better known to modern archaeologists as Hammurabi, who 

was to become famous because of the legal code which became extremely widely known in the ancient world, more 

of this later! 

The coalition of the four kings from the Mesopotamian area and the Hittites to the north was too strong for the 

defences of the five kings of the south. The kings of the south surrendered, and for twelve years served the foreigners. 
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The word ‘Horites’ was probably a term that referred to the Edomites, Genesis 36:20 / Deuteronomy 

2:12 / Deuteronomy 2:22, in whose land there were rich deposits of copper ore in the southern part of the Arabah. It 

was no doubt this treasure the northern kings were looking for. 

‘Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboyim and the king of Bela (that 
is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal 

king of Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. Now the Valley of 
Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the 
rest fled to the hills. The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went 
away. They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.’ Genesis 14:8-

12 

The five kings decide the time had come to end their servitude, and they refuse to pay the annual tribute. Perhaps they 

felt that the five of them were now strong enough to defeat their four overlords, and the two armies met in the Valley 

of Siddim, which, we read, was full of ‘slime-pit’, A.V. 

Later versions correctly identify them as ‘bitumen pits’, and it was to this area that the Egyptians came for the oily 

bitumen which they used in water-proofing their dead during the process of mummification. In fact, dozens of these 

pits have been found in that region. 

But the rebel kings discovered that their optimism had been misplaced, and they were badly defeated and put to 

flight. It seems likely that they fled by night because many of them fell into the bitumen pits, which would present a 

hazard to anyone fleeing at night. 

The outcome was that Sodom and Gomorrah were plundered by the victorious quartet, and, among the prisoners they 

took, who were destined to become slaves, was Lot, ‘who lived in Sodom’. No doubt he protested that he didn’t 

belong to Sodom, but, he was found in Sodom and was treated as a Sodomite There is surely a lesson to be learned 

here! 

ABRAM TO THE RESCUE 

‘A man who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great trees of 
Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshkol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. When Abram heard that his 
relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as 

Dan. During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, 
north of Damascus. He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with 

the women and the other people.’ Genesis 14:13-16 

Fortunately for Lot, a man who had escaped capture, and who was aware of the relationship between Abram and Lot, 

came and told Abraham what had happened to his nephew. Notice that Abram is called ‘the Hebrew’, this is the first 

time this term is used in the Scriptures, where the word means ‘the immigrant’ or ‘the man who crossed over’, 

crossed over the river from Mesopotamia. 

He was, evidently, a powerful man, because he had a private army of 318 trained servants, whom he used to rescue 

his hapless nephew, who as we should notice, is called his ‘brother’ in some translations, which simply means son of 

his brother. 

When Abram heard what was happening, it seems as though this peaceful man became a leader of an army consisting 

of 318 soldiers, which he led into battle against other kings. 
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Abraham was also a wise strategist, who realised the danger in a hasty attack on the enemy army which was slowly 

making its way back home. He waited until nightfall, and then when the unsuspecting enemy was making merry and 

celebrations its victory, he attacked from several sides, causing such confusion that the bewildered enemy fled, and 

was defeated, so that Abram was able to recover all that they had taken in their ‘victory’. Lot went back to Sodom 

after Abraham won the battle and got his possessions back for him. 

‘After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to 
meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 

and wine. He was a priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
Creator of heaven and earth. And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.’ Then 

Abram gave him a tenth of everything.’ Genesis 14:17-20 

After the battle Abram was met by the king of Sodom at the valley of Shaveh, which could possibly have been the 

Kidron valley near Jerusalem. He then is greeted by Melchizedek the king of Salem. 

MELCHIZEDEK 

Melchizedek is an interesting character and to some, he seems to be somewhat of a ‘mysterious’ character and it may 

come as a surprise to some people that Melchizedek is mentioned in Scripture only 5 times, therefore we know very 

little about him. As with most people, we don’t have a lot of information about in the Bible, and a lot of 

misunderstanding and speculation arises. 

His first appearance of him is found in the days of Abram, Genesis 14:13-20. 1000 years later we read about him 

in Psalm 110:4. We wait another 1000 years before he appears in the New Testament, Hebrews 5:5-10 / Hebrews 

6:19-20 / Hebrews 7:1-25. 

He was both High Priest, and King of Salem, who met Abram and blessed him and subsequently his priestly 

ancestors the Levites. He has no genealogy or known history, yet was greater than Aaron because, in blessing Abram, 

who was the ancestor of Aaron, Melchizedek blessed the future Jewish High Priest. 

Melchizedek was the only man to combine himself offices of High priest and King. Hebrews 5 therefore, refutes the 

charge that the Hebrew Christians did not have a High Priest and asserts that they have a very special High Priest, not 

like Aaron, but superior to Aaron, after the style of Melchizedek. 

Notice how the writer opens his argument in Hebrews 4:14, ‘Since we have a great High Priest.’ and how he finishes 

it in Hebrews 10:21, ‘Since we have a great High Priest.’ 

THE MELCHIZEDEKIANS 

There was a sect in the 3rd century which believed that Melchizedek was a Christophony. Other views expressed 

about him, ranged from the belief that he was an angel, to the denial of his having existed! Some theologians even 

thought that he was actually Shem, who lived long enough after the flood to see Abraham. 

In more detail, what was so remarkable about this man? And what is his connection with the Lord Jesus? The 

argument here is that Jesus is a greater High Priest than Aaron because His priesthood is after the order of 

Melchizedek. 
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As I mentioned, the first reference to Melchizedek is found in Genesis 14:18, where we read of his meeting with 

Abram. This means that in this man were combined the offices of Priest and King, a fact which is of profound 

significance, as I hope we shall see. Notice, also, that this is the first time the word ‘priest’ ‘icohen’, occurs in the Old 

Testament Scriptures. 

When the New Testament Scriptures describe Melchizedek as a priest, the word used is ‘heireus’, which means ‘one 

who is holy and set apart for the service of God’. 

His name, ‘Malkiy Tsedeq’ means ‘king of right’ or ‘righteous king’, whilst the name of the city over which he 

reigned, ‘Salem’, is a form of ‘shalom’, which I think most people know, means ‘Peace’. In later times this became 

the name of several towns or cities in Palestine, but it is interesting to notice that Salem is mentioned in the Tel-el-

Amarna, tablets, which date back to before 1400 BC, and, even before the time of Abraham, the city was known by 

that name. 

Centuries later, in the days of Joshua, it was the city of the Jebusites that the Israelites were unable to capture, Joshua 

15:63, and it is probable because it was occupied and held by the Jebusites as their stronghold until it was captured by 

King David several centuries later, 2 Samuel 5:9, that the city of Salem had acquired the name ‘Salem of the 

Jebusites’ or ‘Jebu-Salem’, which eventually became ‘Jerusalem’. 

Certainly, the identification of ‘Salem’ with ‘Jeru-salem’ is established quite clearly in Psalm 76:2. Josephus, the 

Jewish historian, who lived in the 1st century AD, stated, ‘The first founder of Jerusalem was a chief of the 

Canaanites, who, in our tongue is called ‘Righteous King.’ And so, Melchizedek was King and Priest in the City 

which was later to become ‘The City of David.’ 2 Samuel 5:6-9 records how David captured Jerusalem from the 

Jebusites. 

MELCHIZEDEK, ‘PRIEST OF EL ELYON’ 

The fact that Melchizedek was both King and Priest surely reveals what a remarkable person he must have been. In 

an age of polytheism, here was a Canaanite king who knew the One True God, ‘God Most High’ or ‘the supreme 

God’, and who served Him as a priest. In Psalm 7:17 God is described as ‘Yahweh, the Most High.’ 

The name, Melchizedek means ‘King of Righteousness’. He is also referred to as ‘King of Peace’, that is, ‘King of 

Salem’. Here we have the name of his city, Jerusalem. We have his Name, Righteous king. We have his Office, priest 

of the Most High God. ‘El Elyon, God Most High.’ 

In an age when men followed many gods, Melchizedek worshipped the one true God. And Abraham paid tithes to 

him, and so recognising him as the priest of the God Who called him from Ur. 

1. He offered a tithe to Melchizedek. Later, according to the Mosaic Law, the people were required to recognise the 

position of the Priesthood by the giving of a tithe. Numbers 18:21-24. 

In Genesis 14, Abraham, the federal head of the Hebrew people and the Father of the nation, gave a tithe, not merely 

for himself, but all his descendants, and this included the entire priestly tribe of Levi and Aaron, its first High Priest. 

2. Abraham accepted bread and wine from Melchizedek. 

3. And received a blessing from Melchizedek. This blessing of Abraham by Melchizedek is something that the 

Scriptures stress as very significant, pointing out that, ‘the lesser is blessed by the greater’. Hebrews 7:7. Or, as the 

R.S.V. renders the verse, ‘the inferior is blessed by the superior.’ No wonder the inspired writer of the letter to the 

Hebrews exclaims, ‘See how great he is!’ Hebrews 7:4. 
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The uniqueness of Melchizedek’s priesthood is stressed in Hebrews 7:3, where we find the statements, which create 

difficulty. It will help if, when we read this verse, we bear in mind that the writer is setting out the similarity between 

Melchizedek and the Lord Jesus, in order to show why Jesus is a Priest ‘after the order (‘taxin’, meaning style or 

fashion) of Melchizedek.’ 

‘Without father or mother or genealogy’. The uniqueness of the man’s priesthood is stressed by Hebrews 7:3. 

‘Without father or mother or genealogy’ doesn’t mean that Melchizedek came into existence miraculously, without 

parents! This simply means that Melchizedek had no priestly ancestry. To qualify to be an Aaronic priest a search had 

to be made into the ancestry of the individual, to see if he had the correct ancestry. 

Melchizedek did not have ancestors in the Aaronic line and could not have because he existed 400 years earlier than 

Aaron. We know nothing about his ancestry because there is no record. 

This reveals the difference between his priesthood and that of the sons of Aaron who came along later, when proof of 

ancestry was essential before a man should become a Levitical priest, and when the credentials of a priest had to be 

established beyond doubt. After the return from the Babylonian captivity certain men wished to serve in the temple 

but were excluded from the priesthood because their names could not be found among, ‘those enrolled in the 

genealogies, so they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean’ Nehemiah 7:64 

In any case, Melchizedek could not possibly serve as a Levitical priest, because, as Hebrews 7:10 points out, Aaron 

had not yet been born! The Aaronic priesthood was established four centuries after the time of Melchizedek! 

Similarly, the writer points out that on Earth, Jesus couldn’t have become a priest because, ‘It is evident that our Lord 

sprang out of Judah, concerning which tribe Moses said nothing about the priesthood.’ Hebrews 7:14 

This underlines the fact that only after He returned to Heaven and sat down at the right hand of the Father, did Jesus 

become a Priest, and so, our Mediator. It also exposes the mistake of describing the Lord’s Prayer in John 17, as ‘the 

High priestly prayer’. 

‘Beginning of days or end of life’, Hebrews 7:3, does not refer to physical life. It means that He did not commence 

His priestly ministry at a given time, nor did he end at a given time. He functioned as a priest as long as he lived. 

Normally, the Levitical priests entered their service when they were 25 years old and were “retired” at 50 years old. 

Not so with Melchizedek. Like Jesus he was a priest forever, or as long as he lived. 

When we are told that he had ‘neither beginning of days nor end of life’, it would be foolish to suppose this means 

that Melchizedek was not born and did not die! This refers to the length of his service as a priest. It means that, unlike 

the sons of Aaron who became priests, Melchizedek didn’t succeed anyone in his priestly office, nor was he himself 

succeeded in it by anyone. His priesthood was unique. As verse 3 states, he, ‘remains a priest forever’. 

This draws our attention to the fact that, unlike the Aaronic priests, Melchizedek did not commence his ministry at a 

set age, nor was he compelled to retire at a set age. He had an ‘abiding’, that is, a continuing priesthood. Under the 

Law of Moses, a descendant of Aaron became an apprentice at 25 years of age, carrying the tabernacle and 

performing similar menial tasks, and he became a full priest at 30 years of age. 

God’s law governing the priesthood was extremely benevolent and was considerate of the heavy work involved in the 

priesthood. That law stated that a priest must retire from service upon reaching the age of 50, although, if he wished 

and was able, he might continue to serve in a voluntary capacity. Numbers 8:23-26. Not so Melchizedek! 

There was no set time for his priestly ministry either to begin or to end so in this his service was altogether unique. 

‘Abraham gave him tithes’. The argument is that because Abraham gave him tithes, Hebrews 7:4, and Aaron was not 

yet born, Aaron, through Abraham, gave tithes to Melchizedek, and so recognising his superiority. And so, Jesus is 

better than Aaron. As the writer states, the lesser pay tithes to the greater. Hebrews 7:7. Melchizedek was the first to 

fill the offices of King and Priest at the same time. Jesus was to be the last to do this. 

Taking all of these facts into consideration, we see the wonderful similarity between Melchizedek and the Lord Jesus. 
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1. Neither had priestly ancestry. 

2. Neither served for a set period of time. 

3. Neither had successors in his particular ministry. 

4. And in both, the offices of King and Priest were combined. 

Whilst Melchizedek was said to be king of Salem and priest of God Most High, concerning the Christ it had been 

prophesied, ‘He shall be a priest upon his throne!’ Zechariah 6:13. 

Bear in mind that this was a prophecy that could not be fulfilled during His earthly ministry, since whilst on earth He 

could not have been a priest according to the Law of Moses under which He lived as a Jew. But, having ascended to 

heaven, He now reigns and mediates as King and Priest. 

In the entire history of God’s ancient people, no one was allowed to serve as both king and priest at the same time. 

On the three-recorded occasions when kings intruded into the priestly function, the consequences were catastrophic. 

1. King Saul presumed to offer a sacrifice and lost his throne as a punishment. l Samuel 13. 

2. King Jeroboam dressed himself as a priest and served at an altar to a god of his own making, and the punishment 

which followed resulted in the destruction of the entire House of Jeroboam. 1 Kings 13. 

3. King Uzziah entered the Temple and began to offer incense and was struck with leprosy. 2 Chronicles 26. 

Down through the ages from the time of the unique Melchizedek, God held the offices of King and Priest apart until 

He should come of whom Melchizedek had been a type. We see the importance, then, of the opening statement 

in Hebrews 4:14 ‘Since we HAVE a great High Priest.’ and notice how he concludes this discussion in Hebrews 

10:21 with identical words. 

God declared that it was His intention that His own Son should combine in Himself, the function of Kingship and 

Priesthood, when in Psalm 110:4, He said, ‘You are a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek’. 

In Hebrews 5:1 the high priest is chosen from the people. He is for the people. He is of the people. Hebrews 5:2 the 

ordinary high priest was beset with weaknesses which Jesus didn’t have. Hebrews 5:3. The high priest needed to offer 

a sacrifice for his own sins, which Jesus didn’t need to do since He was sinless. 

‘The king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself.’ But Abram said to the king 
of Sodom, ‘With raised hand I have sworn an oath to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, that I 
will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, 
‘I made Abram rich.’ I will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who 

went with me—to Aner, Eshkol and Mamre. Let them have their share.’ Genesis 14:21-24 

Though the king of Sodom was being very generous by not asking for his good back, Abram reminds him that he had 

made an oath to God that he wouldn’t keep anything that belonged to the king of Sodom. Abram knew that if he 

didn’t do this, this unpleasant king would later claim that it was him who made Abram rich. They are entitled to as 

much of the soil as anyone else and Abram’s faith is good again. 

CHAPTER 15 

‘After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very 
great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who 

will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given me no children; so, a servant in my 
household will be my heir.’ Then the word of the LORD came to him: ‘This man will not be your heir, but a son who 
is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.’ He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars 
—if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Abram believed the LORD, and 

he credited it to him as righteousness.’ Genesis 15:1-6 
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The Word of God came to Abram in the form of a vision. He had reasoned to be afraid because of the war he had 

won and so he would worry about people taking revenge. Abram also seems to be concerned about his lack of 

children in order to carry out the promises of Genesis 12:1 / Genesis 13:14-17. I think it’s important to point out that 

even though Abram doubted, it was sincere doubt. 

God is going to make up for what he had given to the Lord and the reward will be God is going to be with him, his 

shield. In other words, God promised to protect him, 1 Corinthians 10:13. Under the Hurrian law of the time, if a 

couple had no children to carry on their heritage or inherit their possessions, they could adopt a servant to be the heir 

of all that they had and so it’s possible that Abram had adopted Eliezer who was a good man and Abram’s right-hand 

man, Hebrews 6:11-12. 

By asking Abram to count the stars, He was reassuring Abram that Eliezer wasn’t the man or a part of God’s plan, 

but Abram himself would have many children, as numerous as the stars. Abram believed God and took Him at His 

word, even though it would be 15 years before he got his child. 

Because of Abram’s response, he was credited as righteousness. This is the first time the word ‘believe’ is 

used, Romans 4:1-3 and it’s important to point out that he was made right before God because of his faith and 

because of his obedient walk, He believed God not believed IN God, James 2:19. 

This is also the first time the word ‘righteousness’ is used, note that he was credited before he was 

circumcised, Romans 4:9-10. Today all Christians are sons of Abram by faith, Romans 4:19-24. 

‘He also said to him, ‘I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take 
possession of it.’ But Abram said, ‘Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?’ So, the 

LORD said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.’ 
Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he 
did not cut in half. Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.’ Genesis 15:7-11 

Although Abram had some sincere doubts, God goes ahead and makes a covenant with him. Covenants were 

common between individuals and nations at the time of Abram. In the making of a covenant, the promises of the 

covenant are first declared, and then sacrifices are made to seal the agreement, Jeremiah 34:18-20. Here the Lord 

directs Abram to prepare to seal the covenant God is about to make. 

‘As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. Then the 
LORD said to him, ‘Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not 
their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and 

afterwards they will come out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried 
at a good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not 

yet reached its full measure.’ Genesis 15:12-16 

Abram is going to have to be patient as God reminds him that the fulfilment of the land promise isn’t going to happen 

immediately. There are certain things which must happen first, the first of which is his descendants would first go 

into Egypt and become slaves to the Egyptians. They were going to have to remain there as slaves for 400 years. 

Notice the phrase, ‘for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.’ God is patient with people and 

nations, but the Amorites were going to reach the point of no return where they will be judged by God. This was 

going to be fulfilled when Joshua takes the Promised Land for God, Deuteronomy 9:4-5. 

There’s no doubt the sin of these people was terrible, hence why God wanted them destroyed so that they wouldn’t 

influence the children of God when they entered the land. 

‘When the sun had set, and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between 
the pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from 

the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.’ Genesis 15:17-21 
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Here we see the sacrificial covenant being made, the smoking pot and burning torch signify God’s presence, Exodus 

13:21-22 / Exodus 19:18 / 1 Kings 8:10-12 / Exodus 3:4. 

Notice that Abram plays no part in this covenant, God went through this covenant Himself, in other words, it’s based 

on who God is not because of Abram and anything he has done. The covenant included the promise of the land, 

where the list of nations mentioned was living at this time. 

We must remember that God was bringing Abram’s descendants into the Promised Land, so He could establish them 

as a nation and eventually bring the Messiah, Genesis 3:15, who would introduce a new covenant, Jeremiah 34:18-20. 

CHAPTER 16 

‘Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; so, she said to 
Abram, ‘The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through 
her.’ Abram agreed to what Sarai said. So, after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her 
Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she 

knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘You are responsible for the 
wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the 

LORD judge between you and me.’ ‘Your slave is in your hands,’ Abram said. ‘Do with her whatever you think 
best.’ Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so, she fled from her.’ Genesis 16:1-6 

It’s now been ten years since the first promise and so it’s not surprising that Sarai thought she needed to help God out 

with the child promise, Genesis 12:16. Sarai because she’s getting older, and Abram who is now 86 years old, 

proposes to give Hagar, a slave from Egypt to Abram as his wife, why? 

Possible because she thought it was her fault, maybe she simply had given up hope that the promise of an heir would 

come through her childbearing. 

CUSTOM 

The custom was that if a wife couldn’t bear children, then she could select and present to her husband a servant girl 

who would be a surrogate mother for an heir to the husband. And so, she, with Abram’s consent, wanted to work out 

the fulfilment of the promise through their own inventiveness, Romans 9:6-13 / Galatians 4:21-31. 

The way this was done as to the custom of the day was the slave woman would sit on the lap of the other woman. 

Hagar sat on Sarai’s lap while Hagar and Abram had intercourse. 

They were acting in accordance with the flesh rather than in accordance with God and Abram agrees to Saria’s 

request. Abram isn’t being a spiritual leader because he passes the responsibility to his wife. As someone once said, 

‘It’s better to receive God’s help, rather than help God out’. 

It’s clear that because she couldn’t have children, she felt even worse, so jealousy came in. She complained to Abram 

and he said, ‘do whatever you want with her’. 

Resentment grew, and Hagar became arrogant toward Sarai and became bitter and abusive toward Hagar as a result 

Sarai mistreated Hagar. The same law that said a wife could give her servant to her husband, also said that the wife 

couldn’t send the pregnant servant away. As time goes by Hagar shows contempt for Sarai and so, out of sin comes 

another situation, Hagar flees from Sarai. 
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‘The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. And 

he said, ‘Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ I’m running away from my 
mistress Sarai,’ she answered. Then the angel of the LORD told her, ‘Go back to your mistress and submit to her.’ 

The angel added, ‘I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.’ The angel of the 
LORD also said to her: ‘You are now pregnant, and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the 

LORD, has heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and 
everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.’ She gave this name to the LORD 

who spoke to her: ‘You are the God who sees me,’ for she said, ‘I have now seen the One who sees me.’ That is why 
the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered’. Genesis 16:7-14 

Notice that the angel of the Lord found Hagar, here she is in the middle of nowhere, homeless, pregnant, a soon to be 

a single mum with no hope of a future but God gives her one, hence why she says that God is ‘the God who sees’. 

We often think that God doesn’t see us in our moments of despair, but He does, and He cares about His children, He 

cares about single mums. 

The angel of the Lord found Hagar and the angel tells Hagar to go back but a promise is also added. Hagar’s problem 

was her arrogance, hence why she wouldn’t submit to Sarai, I personally believe if she wasn’t so arrogant then things 

may have worked out between her and Saria. If she obeyed the Lord to return, God said a great nation will come from 

her. 

Ishmael is going to be blessed but will be sustained also notice that Ishmael isn’t going to fit into the peaceful social 

structure of Abram’s family, he wouldn’t socially adapt to the social structures of every man. It’s not said that he 

would be a social outcast, but because of his nature, he would produce a nomadic culture of people who would be 

native to themselves in the deserts of the south. 

Later in Genesis 21:11-20, we find Hagar and Ishmael fighting, we also find that Isaac and Ishmael are always 

fighting, this is basically nation against nation. This is the consequence of sin, lack of trust, sin leads to worse sin. 

‘So, Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. Abram was eighty-six 
years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.’ Genesis 16:15-17 

This is the first time a child is named before its birth. Hagar returned which must have taken a lot of courage and faith 

and told her story because the son is born, and they called him Ishmael. 

Abraham was eighty-six years old when Ishmael was born, but he had no children when he was ninety-nine, Genesis 

17:1. That’s why we know that Ishmael was thirteen years old when the events of Genesis 17 begin. 

CHAPTER 17 

‘When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me 
faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your 

numbers.’ Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the 
father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a 

father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will 
establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 

generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where 
you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I 

will be their God.’ Genesis 17:1-8 
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Abram is now 99 years old, and 25 years have passed since the first promise. God tells him who He is, ‘I am God 

almighty’, ‘El-Shaddai’. God tells him what he wants of him, ‘Walk before me’, Genesis 5:24 / Genesis 6:9, the 

word, ‘faithfully’ simply means to try ones best to keep in step with God and His commands. 

The word ‘blameless’ doesn’t mean sinless, it means to do what is required to keep right with God. Abram made 

mistakes on the way to the promise but now he is becoming a man of faith. 

The covenant is reaffirmed, and Abram’s name is changed to Abraham. The name Abram means father of many, but 

the name Abraham means father of many nations. There are many people in the Bible who’ve had their name 

changed, a name change usually signifies a change in character. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel, Genesis 32:28, as 

Christians we are now called saints, sons of God etc. 

Notice that Abram ‘fell face down’, this is what anyone would do under the circumstances, especially when they 

realise, they were in the presence of God. We see God repeating the promises time and time again, here we’re 

reminded that there was a time limit involved in this covenant, it was until the generations of Israel ended, which they 

did in Christ, Galatians 3:26-29. 

In other words, the ‘everlasting covenant’ meant until it was fulfilled, it didn’t mean and doesn’t mean without end. 

Since the old covenant has now given way to the new, Hebrews 8, then the promises connected with the old covenant 

have also given way to the promises of the new covenant. 

‘Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: 

Every male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and you. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, 
including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 

Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is 
to be an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off 

from his people; he has broken my covenant.’ Genesis 17:9-14 

Here we see that Abraham has something to do this time, circumcision. The reason for this as a covenant is simply to 

learn not to trust in the flesh but to trust in God. The ceremony of circumcision was to be a sign of the covenant and 

so, everyone who was circumcised actually shared in this covenant. 

It seems that even Abraham’s servants were to partake of the promises of the covenant, because they too had to be 

circumcised which obviously meant if anyone didn’t want to be circumcised, they could be partakers of the covenant. 

Notice that God knew things back then that scientists today have not long discovered. God commands that those who 

were 8 days old were to be circumcised, why 8 days? 

Because this was the earliest safe day to be circumcised because the blood was full of vitamin K, which helps with 

blood clotting. 

As time went on some people rejected the covenant because they didn’t understand it was an act of faith. Some 

trusted the sign rather than the covenant. When we move into the New Testament, we see the real value in 

circumcision, Galatians 5:6 tells us that it had no benefit, it’s faith that counts. Colossians 2:11-12 tells us that 

baptism is a sign of the new covenant and if someone refuses to be baptised, they’re effectively refusing the new 

covenant. 

‘God also said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will 
bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings 

of peoples will come from her.’ Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, ‘Will a son be born to a man 
a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?’ And Abraham said to God, ‘If only Ishmael might 
live under your blessing!’ Then God said, ‘Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I 
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will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. And as for Ishmael, I 

have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the 
father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.’ When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from 

him.’ Genesis 17:15-22 

Just as Abram had a name change so did Sarai, Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah. The name Sarai means princess of 

many and the name Sarah means queen of a multitude, she will give birth at the age of 90. 

When Abraham laughed, it wasn’t so much because of doubt but because of joy, it was the laughter of rejoicing, the 

name Isaac means laughter. It’s clear that Abraham didn’t fully understand, Romans 4:17-21 but the son of promise is 

Isaac, and this would remind Abraham when he laughed when he was told by God. Abraham and Sarah needed to 

understand that the promise was to be the work of God, not man, Romans 9:6-13. 

Understandably Abraham was still thinking in human terms because he suggests that Ishmael would be the heir of the 

promise, but God had other plans. Isaac would be the child of promise. Though Abraham at first suggested that 

Ishmael be the heir of the promises, God reassured him that the promises would be fulfilled through his own son. 

Notice how God was still going to bless Ishmael, yes, he wouldn’t have a part in the covenant promises, but he would 

be the father of twelve princes and a great nation. 

‘On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every 
male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 

circumcised, and his son Ishmael was thirteen; Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that very day. 
And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was 

circumcised with him.’ Genesis 17:23-27 

It was now time to put into practice what God commanded concerning circumcision and so, Abraham circumcises 

everyone in his household, even those who were bought as slaves, and so, everyone in his household is a part of 

God’s covenant He made with Abraham. God said it and Abraham did it, in other words, what we believe will be 

shown in our actions. Abraham’s obedience is now growing. 

CHAPTER 18 

‘The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the 
heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the 
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, ‘If I have found favour in your eyes, my 
lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under 
this tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 
come to your servant.’ ‘Very well,’ they answered, ‘do as you say.’ So, Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. 

‘Quick,’ he said, ‘get three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.’ Then he ran to the herd and 
selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk 

and the calf that had been prepared and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.’ 
Genesis 18:1-8 

These events happen around three months after Sarah’s promise, but she isn’t yet pregnant. The Lord appeared to 

Abraham and when Abraham looked up, he saw three men who he knew were divine messengers, hence why he 

bowed down. 

They are the Lord Himself and two angels, there’s no doubting that this was the Lord Himself as we shall see later, 

and the idea of Deity taking on human form isn’t foreign to the Scriptures, after all this what He, the Word, John 1:1-

3, did in the New Testament in the form of Jesus, John 1:18 / 1 Timothy 6:15-16. 
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Abraham invites the three of them in and as part of the custom of the day, he washed their feet, John 13:1-17 and 

prepared a feast. 

‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘There, in the tent,’ he said. Then one of them said, ‘I will surely return 
to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.’ Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the 
tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 
So, Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, ‘After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?’ 
Then the LORD said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is 
anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.’ 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, ‘I did not laugh.’ But he said, ‘Yes, you did laugh.’ Genesis 18:9-15 

It’s clear there was something different about one of the messengers because He is addressed as LORD, Yahweh and 

both Sarah and Abraham knew they were in His presence. When they ask, ‘where is Sarah?’ we’ve not to think they 

didn’t know where she was, but it is the custom of the day and for obvious security reasons that all women didn’t 

show themselves to visitors. The host was to provide the food, but it wasn’t custom for the man to eat with the 

visitors. 

The promise of a child is now repeated, this was within three months of the last promise, Romans 10:17. Just like 

Abraham laughed in the last chapter, here we find Sarah laughing, why? 

She was old and still thinking in human terms, she laughed within herself, she needed to understand that it was 

impossible to have children on her own, but with God, all things were possible, Romans 9:6-13. 

The Lord heard her laughing and her laugh is answered, she was afraid but needed to understand that nothing is 

hidden from God and He will answer our prayers in His time, Genesis 18:14 / Isaiah 9:6. 

WHY DID SARAH LAUGH? 

Because she thought this was Abraham’s responsibility to bring about children. 

‘When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them 
on their way. Then the LORD said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham will surely become 
a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. For I have chosen him, so that he 
will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so 

that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.’ Genesis 18:16-19 

It was the custom in those days, that the host went out with their guests for a little while. Abraham and Sarah have 

been reminded of her promise of a child but there’s another reason why these three visitors came, to rescue 

Abraham’s nephew Lot, from the cities the Lord was about to destroy. 

God’s plan was always to bring about the Messiah through Abraham’s descendants, Genesis 3:15. Abraham was 

privileged because of his faith to get an insight into what was about to happen to these cities, judgment for sin, 2 

Peter 2:6 / Jude 7. Surely, we understand that God will not tolerate sin forever, judgement is coming, 1 Thessalonians 

4:16-17. 

‘Then the LORD said, ‘The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go 
down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.’ Genesis 18:20-

21 
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We’re not to think that God didn’t know what was going on and that He had to go and see for Himself, when the 

Bible speaks about God ‘going to see what’s happening’, it’s simply the writer’s way of expressing what God is 

doing in human language. 

‘The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. Then Abraham 
approached him and said: ‘Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous 

people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in 
it? Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 

alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?’ The LORD said, ‘If I find fifty righteous 
people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.’ Then Abraham spoke up again: ‘Now that I 

have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number of the 
righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?’ ‘If I find forty-five there,’ he 
said, ‘I will not destroy it.’ Once again, he spoke to him, ‘What if only forty are found there?’ He said, ‘For the sake 

of forty, I will not do it.’ Then he said, ‘May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found 
there?’ He answered, ‘I will not do it if I find thirty there.’ Abraham said, ‘Now that I have been so bold as to speak 
to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?’ He said, ‘For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.’ Then he 

said, ‘May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?’ He 
answered, ‘For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.’ When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, 

and Abraham returned home.’ Genesis 18:22-33 

As the two visitors went toward Sodom, Abraham stays with the Lord and it’s then he asks the Lord, are you going to 

destroy everybody? 

Abraham acted as a go-between for the people and the Lord. He obviously didn’t know what was really going on in 

Sodom and Gomorrah in terms of their sin, this is why he thought that surely there would be at least ten people who 

lived there who were righteous. He must have known that the Lord wouldn’t punish the righteous along with the 

unrighteous, Luke 18:8 / Matthew 25. The Lord agreed that He wouldn’t destroy the cities for the sake of ten. 

This is the kind of heart God wants from all of us, a heart that cares for people’s souls, a heart that’s willing to do 

whatever it takes to save the few who will listen. As we shall see later there were only four righteous people, that’s 

why God will destroy the city. God was drawing from Abraham’s heart and we must believe that the Judge of the 

Earth, will always do what is right. 

CHAPTER 19 

‘The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, 
he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. ‘My lords,’ he said, ‘please turn aside to your 
servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.’ ‘No,’ 
they answered, ‘we will spend the night in the square.’ But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and 

entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate.’ Genesis 19:1-3 

In Chapter 18 we saw the Lord and the two angels coming to Abraham, after some hospitality we saw Abraham 

standing near the Lord appealing to Him to save the righteous who were in Sodom and Gomorrah. Whilst they were 

chatting the two angels headed off towards Sodom. 

It’s now that Moses identifies the other two visitors as angels. Notice Lot’s journey so far, when Abraham gave him 

the choice of area to move into, he went toward Sodom, Genesis 13:10, he then built a tent near Sodom, Genesis 

13:12 and then he moved into Sodom, Genesis 14:12. Now he’s here at the city gate, which meant he had a very 

important job within the city. 

Lot was the one who welcomed the visitors at the city gate, they wanted to stay on the streets to see for themselves 

the wickedness of the city but after a strong persuasion, he persuaded the two angels to go to his house. 
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It’s clear that Lot didn’t think they knew how bad the city was, he thought they weren’t aware of the real threat of 

being in the city square. It’s always helpful to remember that Sodom and Gomorrah weren’t only immoral, but they 

were cities of crime and violence. 

‘Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the 
house. They called to Lot, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have 

sex with them.’ Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him and said, ‘No, my friends. Don’t do this 
wicked thing. Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you 
can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my 
roof.’ ‘Get out of our way,’ they replied. ‘This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants to play the judge! 
We’ll treat you worse than them.’ They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down the door. 

But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. Then they struck the men who 
were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the door.’ Genesis 19:4-11 

Notice that both the young and the old surrounded Lot’s house, this tells me that the young were learning all their 

sinful behaviour from their fathers. Make no mistake about what these men wanted to do with the two angels in 

human form, they were practising homosexuals, they wanted to have sex with them, they wanted to rape them. This is 

a small insight into the wickedness which reigned within these cities, Leviticus 18:22 / Leviticus 20:13 / Romans 

1:26- 

28. 

I’m certain that Lot now knows there was something different about his two visitors, he now knows they are 

messengers from God, which can be seen in the fact that he offers the men his two daughters. It’s not easy to 

understand why any father would offer his daughters to be gang rapedgang-raped by a mob to protect these two 

visitors, maybe in his mind, he was thinking of the least evil. 

Despite now living in Sodom with his family and having a position at the city gate, when push came to shove the 

local residents didn’t see him as a resident but as a foreigner who moved in, who now thinks he’s the judge. It’s clear 

these men have no respect for Lot even though he called them his friends. 

I can imagine Lot being in panic stations now as everything he tried failed to protect his two visitors, and so there is 

some divine intervention required. All the men, young and old were struck blind which would have caused a lot of 

confusion and so the judgement has begun. 

‘The two men said to Lot, ‘Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city 
who belongs to you? Get them out of here, because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD 

against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.’ So, Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who 
were pledged to marry his daughters. He said, ‘Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy 
the city!’ But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, ‘Hurry! 
Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished.’ When he 

hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of 
the city, for the LORD was merciful to them. As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, ‘Flee for your 
lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!’ But 

Lot said to them, ‘No, my lords, please! Your servant has found favour in your eyes, and you have shown great 
kindness to me in sparing my life. But I can’t flee to the mountains; this disaster will overtake me, and I’ll die. Look, 
here is a town near enough to run to, and it is small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn’t it? Then my life will be 
spared.’ He said to him, ‘Very well, I will grant this request too; I will not overthrow the town you speak of. But flee 

there quickly, because I cannot do anything until you reach it.’ (That is why the town was called Zoar.’ Genesis 
19:12-22 

Lot has no time to negotiate with the angels like his uncle Abraham did with the Lord, Genesis 18, he had to act now. 

Despite pleading with the men of the city and after pleading with his relatives who thought he was joking with them, 

the two angels commanded Lot to take only his wife and two daughters and run as fast as they could from Sodom. 
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It seems that Lot still didn’t understand what was about to happen because the angels more or less drag him away 

from the city. A God-sent disaster was about to come upon the cities of Sodom, Gomorrah and the surrounding 

cities, Genesis 10:19 / Genesis 14:2 / Genesis 14:8 / Deuteronomy 29:23 / Hosea 11:8, and Lot and his family needed 

to head for high ground. 

There are times as Christians we need to be careful of where we’re living and the company we keep, there are times 

we simply need to get as far away from them as possible. 

Fearing that some evil might come upon him in the mountains, Lot requests that he take his family to a small city 

named Zoar. Seems like Lot isn’t totally following the commands but I’m sure those who lived in Zoar were grateful 

because this would mean they would be spared the upcoming destruction. 

‘By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. Then the LORD rained down burning sulphur on 
Sodom and Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens. Thus, he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, 
destroying all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the land. But Lot’s wife looked back, and she 

became a pillar of salt.’ Genesis 19:23-26 

Here we see the power of God, as burning sulphur rained down from the heavens. This must have been a terrifying 

sight to witness but not as terrible as being killed by it. The same idea will happen when the Lord returns but on a 

global scale, 2 Peter 3:10-13, and the wicked will finally be destroyed, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9. 

This is a testimony of God’s judgement and His grace because of those who were saved, thanks also to 

Abraham, Genesis 18. The place which was once such a beautiful fertile area, Genesis 13:10 has now become a place 

where nothing will grow. 

WHY DID LOT’S WIFE LOOK BACK? 

We don’t why Lot’s wife looked back, maybe she just wanted to see the destruction, maybe in her heart she wanted to 

return there to live, maybe she wanted to see if her friends and sons in law survived the destruction. We simply don’t 

know, but whatever her reasons were, it cost her, her life, Luke 17:30-33. 

I’m sure because she became a pillar of salt, until it weathered away at least, that this would have stood as a memorial 

and a reminder for future generations of what took place in Sodom, Gomorrah and the surrounding cities. 

‘Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the LORD. He looked 
down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, 

like smoke from a furnace. So, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought 
Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.’ Genesis 19:27-29 

We can almost imagine the heartbreak in Abraham’s eyes as he sees the immense smoke rising from the land, we can 

imagine him thinking about if his nephew Lot managed to escape the destruction. Little did he realise at this point 

that God remembered him and it was because of Abraham’s sake that Lot was saved. 

‘Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two 
daughters lived in a cave. One day the older daughter said to the younger, ‘Our father is old, and there is no man 

around here to give us children—as is the custom all over the earth. Let’s get our father to drink wine and then sleep 
with him and preserve our family line through our father.’ That night they got their father to drink wine, and the 

older  daughter went in and slept with him. He was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. The next 
day the older daughter said to the younger, ‘Last night I slept with my father. Let’s get him to drink wine again 

tonight, and you go in and sleep with him, so we can preserve our family line through our father.’ So, they got their 
father to drink wine that night also, and the younger daughter went in and slept with him. Again, he was not aware of 

it when she lay down or when she got up.’ Genesis 19:30-35 



94 

There must have been something unsettling about the small city of Zoar, maybe it was their wickedness, but whatever 

it was he decided to take his two daughters with him to live in a cave. The event concerning Lot and his two 

daughters on the surface seems to be troubling, haven’t they learned anything from the evil which happened in 

Sodom? 

They come up with a plan which involves incest, but the question is, why? It’s possible they believed that there were 

no other males around after the destruction and so they wanted to keep their father’s prosperity going and their family 

line going. They obviously were desperate and so out of desperation, they got their father drunk, possibly because 

they knew he wouldn’t agree. 

Lot was totally oblivious as to what happened because of his drunken state and both of his daughters slept with their 

father. 

‘So, both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father. The older daughter had a son, and she named him 
Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him BenAmmi; 

he is the father of the Ammonites of today.’ Genesis 19:36-38 

Although we aren’t told, we have to wonder what Lot must have been thinking as he saw his two daughters growing 

and developing with their children inside of them. He must have wondered who the fathers were. 

The story about the actions of Lot’s daughters is written to show the historical posterity of Israel. From the birth of 

Moab came the Moabites, and from the birth of Ben-Ammi came the Ammonites, Ruth 1:1-5. 

Over time the Moabites and the Ammonites were going to become enemies of the Israelites and because of Lot’s 

desire for material things, he lost everything. One sin led to another. 

BUT WHY DOES THE BIBLE SAY THAT LOT WAS A 
RIGHTEOUS MAN? 

Although 2 Peter 2:6-9 tells us that Lot was a righteous man, we must remember we only have a few moments of 

Lot’s life recorded in our Bibles and we don’t know how he ended his days. We do know that while living with 

Abraham he saw the humility, kindness, and faithfulness to God, that Abraham had, Genesis 12:1-4 / Genesis 13:8-9. 

He also knew that Abraham wasn’t ‘perfect’, he knew his uncle had sinned at times but I’m also sure he saw his uncle 

repent, Genesis 12:12-20 / Genesis 13:1-5. 

When we read 2 Peter 2:6-9 we can’t deny that Lot was considered righteous, like most of us he had his weak 

moments and he sinned, but he certainly must have loved the Lord. We mustn’t forget that he did try everything 

within his power to save the angels from being raped and he clearly tells the men of Sodom that what they were 

plotting was evil, Genesis 19:7. 

Who knows, maybe when he lived in Sodom but was constantly speaking out against the wickedness of the city. 

Whatever the reason or reasons are for Lot being classed as righteous, I don’t think it’s too hard to imagine that he 

repented later on in his life and so, God forgave him, 1 John 1:9. 

CHAPTER 20 
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‘Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived between Kadesh and Shur. For a while 
he stayed in Gerar, and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, ‘She is my sister.’ Then Abimelek king of Gerar sent 
for Sarah and took her. But God came to Abimelek in a dream one night and said to him, ‘You are as good as dead 
because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.’ Now Abimelek had not gone near her, so he said, 
‘Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t she also say, ‘He is 
my brother’? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean hands.’ Then God said to him in the dream, ‘Yes, I 
know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let 
you touch her. Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you 

do not return her, you may be sure that you and all who belong to you will die.’ Genesis 20:1-7 

After witnessing the events surrounding Sodom, Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, Abraham is on the move 

again, this time he goes to the region of the Negev. It appears Abraham didn’t learn from his previous experience in 

Egypt concerning his wife Sarah and trusting God, Genesis 12:14-20. 

He asks Sarah to pretend to be his sister, despite her being his wife and actually half-sister, despite this being a half-

truth, it was still a complete lie. Sarah must have looked younger than she was, but she was certainly beautiful, in the 

Old Testament the focus seems to be on her outward beauty but in the New Testament she’s complimented for her 

inward beauty, Hebrews 11:11 / 1 Peter 3:1-5. 

The reason Abraham asks her to lie about their relationship is simply because the ruling king would have the right to 

Sarah, if she was single, as his wife. If she claimed to be already married, the ruling kind may well kill Abraham in 

order for him to take Sarah as his wife. So, to a degree we understand why Abraham lied but, he was willing to 

sacrifice his wife, Sarah in order to save his own life. 

Abraham is falling into the same sin trap again because he didn’t trust that God would protect them in order for the 

seed promise to be fulfilled through him and Sarah, Genesis 12:1-3. 

Notice instead of God going to Abraham, God went to Abimelek. I believe Abimelek was acting out of pure 

ignorance, he was totally unaware that Sarah was actually married to Abraham, in those days the more wives you 

had, meant you had more power because you were a part of a bigger family. It’s clear that he was a righteous man 

and the nation he ruled was righteous. 

Somehow God in a miraculous way managed to stop Abimelek from touching Sarah, which was good news for him, 

otherwise, judgment would have come upon him and his nation. God commanded him to return Sarah to Abraham 

and declared that Abraham was a prophet, Hebrews 1:1. 

The word Abimelek isn’t a name but a title, ‘Emolech’ means the god of the universe but Yahweh, the Holy high God 

passes judgement on Abimelek. In other words, God was in control and if Abimelek actually did have sexual 

relations with Sarah there would have been devastating consequences to pay. 

‘Early the next morning Abimelek summoned all his officials, and when he told them all that had happened, they 
were very much afraid. Then Abimelek called Abraham in and said, ‘What have you done to us? How have I 

wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that 
should never be done.’ And Abimelek asked Abraham, ‘What was your reason for doing this?’ Abraham replied, ‘I 
said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ Besides, she 

really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife. And when God had 
me wander from my father’s household, I said to her, ‘This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, 

say of me, ‘He is my brother.’ Genesis 20:8-13 

Abraham is rebuked again by a pagan king and as I mentioned earlier, this is the second time this has happened to 

him, Genesis 12:14-20. Now, remember that Abraham is a stranger in the land where Abimelek reigns. 

The practices of Abimelek’s land were very much different from what Abraham was used to, especially when it 

comes to marriage. Abraham had married one of his father’s daughters through another wife other than his mother. 

And so well aware that he was in a different country, Abraham had made an agreement with Sarah that wherever they 

went, Sarah would say she was his sister when actually she was only his stepsister. 
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Abraham’s excuse may seem plausible, but it seems as though he feared men more than he feared God, in fact, he’s 

almost indirectly blaming God. And make no mistake about it, half-truths with the intent to deceive are a lie. 

‘Then Abimelek brought sheep and cattle and male and female slaves and gave them to Abraham, and he returned 
Sarah his wife to him. And Abimelek said, ‘My land is before you; live wherever you like.’ To Sarah he said, ‘I am 

giving your brother a thousand shekels of silver. This is to cover the offence against you before all who are with you; 
you are completely vindicated.’ Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelek, his wife and his female 

slaves so they could have children again, for the LORD had kept all the women in Abimelek’s household from 
conceiving because of Abraham’s wife Sarah.’ Genesis 20:14-18 

I mentioned earlier that Abimelek was righteous and he’s doing what the godly person is doing. Notice that Abimelek 

is giving gifts to Abraham, Romans 12:20 and he accepts them, Genesis 14. 

I think we can see the character of Abimelek when he sent Sarah back to Abraham and gave them a whole bunch of 

silver to cover any offence this whole ordeal may have caused. The offering didn’t stop there though, he actually 

offered Abraham the opportunity to live anywhere in his land. This in some ways was a covenant between Abimelek 

and Abraham. 

Sarah in a sense is being politely rebuked by Abimelek as he tells her she should never be ashamed to declare that 

Abraham was indeed her husband. The Hebrew word for ‘vindicate’ is ‘yakach’ which means setting right, setting 

right the wrong that was done. Remember Sarah isn’t in the wrong here, Abraham was. 

It’s clear that God had intervened in this sad, unnecessary event because the text tells us that Abimelek’s wife and 

female servants couldn’t have children during the whole time Abraham and Sarah were living there until God 

intervened again and healed them, so they could have children. 

CHAPTER 21 

‘Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah 
became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave 

the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God 
commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Sarah said, ‘God has 

brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.’ And she added, ‘Who would have said 
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’ Genesis 21:1-7 

In this chapter, we read that Abraham is now 100 years old and more importantly we read about how God fulfilled 

His promise which took 25 years, Genesis 21:1-4. We must remember that God always keeps His promises and He is 

faithful to His promises. 

When Sarah became pregnant, we see the fulfilment of God’s promise was realised, Genesis 17:15-17 / Genesis 18:9-

15. Despite Sarah and Abraham being old, God did what no man could ever do and ever think possible. Even though 

both Abraham and Sarah had laughed because they thought it was impossible to have children at their age, God 

performed a miracle with the birth of Isaac, remembering that the seed promise, the Saviour of the world would 

eventually come through their family lineage, Genesis 3:15. 

The name Isaac means laughter, Genesis 17:17-19 / Genesis 19:12-15 and it seems that both Sarah and Abraham 

would never be allowed to forget what God did for them and through them. In a sense every time they called the 

name Isaac they would be reminded of when God rebuked them but also the joy in the fulfilment of God’s promise. 

When we look at the birth of Isaac, we get an insight into what the Messiah would look like. 
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ISAAC AND JESUS 

1. Both were promised, sons. 

2. Both were born after a period of delay. 

3. Both mothers were assured by God. Genesis 18:13-14 / Luke 1:34 / Luke 1:37. 

4. Both were given names with meaning before they were born. 

5. Both births occurred at God’s appointed time. Genesis 21:2 / Galatians 4:4. 

6. Both births were miraculous. 

7. Both births were accompanied by joy. Genesis 21:6 / Luke 1:46-47 / Luke 2:10-11. 

‘The child grew and was weaned, and on the day, Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. But Sarah saw that 
the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, ‘Get rid of that 
slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.’ The matter 

distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. But God said to him, ‘Do not be so distressed about the boy 
and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be 

reckoned. I will make the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.’ Early the next morning 
Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her 

off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba.’ Genesis 21:8-14 

As with most people, even in today’s society, the birth of a child brings a time of celebration. The feast mentioned 

here seems to have taken place when Isaac was being weaned, which could have been up to three years after the birth. 

Notice here that it’s Ishmael, not Hagar, who was the one causing trouble in the family, it was the older son Ishmael 

who was mocking the small child Isaac. There is a conflict between Isaac and Ishmael, but it all comes from Ishmael. 

The family feud was now so bad that Abraham was beginning to feel the stress of it all, originally the tension in the 

family was between Sarah and Hagar, Genesis 16:4-6. God says that Abraham should listen to his wife, and he needs 

to reassure her that God also has great plans for Ishmael, from him a great nation would come. 

The law of Nuzu a pagan king said that somebody had the right to throw out any woman slave who had a child to 

their master if the master had a child naturally. The custom of the time was that the son of the servant woman was to 

be cared for by the father of the child and he was to do this even though the true wife eventually gave birth to a son. It 

seems that this custom was put aside and the reason for this was the posterity of Abraham would be continued 

through Isaac, not Ishmael. 

When Paul addresses the legalizers in Galatia, he reminds them that they were not children of Abraham but Ishmael 

and their mother was Hagar. Ishmael was born of flesh, whereas Isaac was born of the promise. Paul speaks about the 

Law of Moses and the law of Christ and gives the illustration that Hagar was a slave to the law, but Sarah was a free 

woman, Galatians 4:22-29. 

Abraham sends Hagar and Ishmael away because God’s plan is for Isaac, so Abraham sent away the son of 

flesh, Galatians 5:34. Today we belong to the free woman and we must remember that God is looking here at the 

spiritual bond. Abraham gave Hagar and Ishmael some food and some water, which seems generous but, how long 

would they survive in the desert with such small supplies? 

‘When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went off and sat down about 
a bowshot away, for she thought, ‘I cannot watch the boy die.’ And as she sat there, she began to sob. God heard the 
boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be 
afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him 
into a great nation.’ Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So, she went and filled the skin with 
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water and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 

While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.’ Genesis 21:15-21 

We don’t know how long or how far Hagar and Ishmael are in the desert, but they soon ran out of supplies and Hagar 

comes to the conclusion that they are both going to die very soon. Notice though, God hears Ishmael crying, God 

keeps His promises to her and Ishmael and tells her that they both wouldn’t die because from Ishmael a great nation 

would come. Once again, we learn that when we think no one cares and no one notices, God does, Genesis 16:7-14. 

The Desert of Para was in the area south of Canaan. The two sons of Lot, Abraham’s nephew, grew into the two 

nations of Moab and Ammon on the east side of the Jordan, east of Palestine. Now Ishmael would develop a barrier 

nation to the south of Canaan. 

WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN? 

It means that God was setting up Canaan for the possession of Abraham’s descendants which would take place about 

four hundred years from the time these events happened in Abraham’s life. 

‘At that time Abimelek and Phicol the commander of his forces said to Abraham, ‘God is with you in everything you 
do. Now swear to me here before God that you will not deal falsely with me or my children or my descendants. Show 
to me and the country where you now reside as a foreigner the same kindness, I have shown to you.’ Abraham said, ‘I 

swear it.’ Genesis 21:22-24 

It seems that Abimelek still remembered how he had been previously deceived by Abraham, Genesis 20:1-18 and 

needed some kind of reassurance. Since he had been kind to Abraham in the past, he was asking the favour in return. 

The name Abimelek simply means king and a treaty is made between Abraham and Abimelek. Abimelek saw that 

God was with him, in other words, the blessings were obvious. 

‘Then Abraham complained to Abimelek about a well of water that Abimelek’s servants had seized. But Abimelek 
said, ‘I don’t know who has done this. You did not tell me, and I heard about it only today.’ So, Abraham brought 
sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelek, and the two men made a treaty. Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs 

from the flock, and Abimelek asked Abraham, ‘What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set apart by 
themselves?’ He replied, ‘Accept these seven lambs from my hand as a witness that I dug this well.’ So that place 

was called Beersheba, because the two men swore an oath there. After the treaty had been made at Beersheba, 
Abimelek and Phicol the commander of his forces returned to the land of the Philistines. Abraham planted a tamarisk 
tree in Beersheba, and there he called on the name of the LORD, the Eternal God. And Abraham stayed in the land of 

the Philistines for a long time.’ Genesis 21:25-34 

After swearing an agreement with Abimelek, there was conflict between Abraham and Abimelek over a well that was 

there. Abraham goes on to rebuke him for the behaviour of his servants concerning a water well that had been stolen 

from Abraham’s servants. Abraham’s servants had laboured to dig the well but when it was finished, Abimelek’s 

servants stole it from them. 

This is the first mention of treaties or covenants in the Old Testament that were commonly made between men during 

the Old Testament times. Notice the order of this covenant. 

1. The terms and conditions for the covenant were first made by both parties, Genesis 21:23. 

2. Each party then swore by the covenant, Genesis 21:24 

3. Then the sacrifice of animals was made in order to seal the covenant, Genesis 21:28. 
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In the sacrifice of the animals, everyone involved in making the covenant ate of the sacrificed animals in a great feast. 

Such was the custom of Abraham’s culture in making covenants. In this case, Abraham wanted to provide the 

animals for the sacrifice, though it was customary that both parties provide the offering. 

Abraham calls on the everlasting God and now seems to be asking God for help. Notice the place where the covenant 

was made, it was named Beersheba, which means ‘well of seven.’ Beersheba would eventually become the southern 

extremity of the promised land that would be given to Abraham’s descendants four hundred years from the time of 

this event. 

CHAPTER 22 

‘Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. Then God said, ‘Take 
your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 

offering on a mountain I will show you.’ Genesis 22:1-2 

In this chapter, we read about one of the most significant events in the life of Abraham, the sacrifice of his only son 

Isaac. We read about real faith in action, not only with Abraham but with Isaac himself. Faith isn’t simply about 

hearing God’s commands, but it involves obeying those commands. This whole event was pointing toward what God 

would eventually do with His own Son, Jesus. 

Notice how personal God’s words are, ‘take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac’, it’s almost as though 

God was driving the knife into Abraham’s heart. Please know that God isn’t tempting Abraham as some translations 

suggest, James 1:13, but He is simply putting Abraham to the test. 

WHY DID GOD TEST HIM? 

God testing Abraham not because God needed to know how strong Abraham’s faith was but because Abraham 

needed to know how strong his faith was. This was done to reveal Abraham’s faith in God because he needed to 

know. 

WHAT MIGHT OF ABRAHAM THOUGHT? 

1. This was crazy. 

2. This is my only son. God was against human sacrifice. 

3. What about the seed promise? 

4. Against the law that God gave them after the flood. 

Abraham had to learn to trust ‘THE ONE’ who made the promise, not the promise itself. The word ‘love’ is 

mentioned here for the first time, love is mentioned in relation to the sacrificial offering of a father’s son, John 3:16. 

It took three days to get to the region of Moriah, 2 Chronicles 3:1. Isaac was to be killed first and then be offered as a 

burnt offering. 
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‘Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son 

Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the 
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey 

while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood for 
the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 

went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham replied. ‘The fire 
and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham answered, ‘God himself will 

provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.’ And the two of them went on together.’ Genesis 22:3-8 

Because Abraham had to rise in the morning, suggest that God gave him the command to sacrifice Isaac early in the 

evening. Notice that Abraham didn’t argue with God, He simply obeyed. 

DO YOU THINK HE TOLD SARAH? 

I personally don’t believe he did, or he may have received a lot of resistance from her. He simply prepared for the 

journey ahead and went in the direction which God told him to go. 

After three days Abraham finally saw Moriah, the place where God had commanded him to go to sacrifice Isaac. 

Remember that Abraham had never experienced a bodily resurrection, but he trusted that God would indeed resurrect 

Isaac from the dead, Hebrews 11:17-19. Abraham knew everything was possible with God. 

The word ‘worship’ is used here for the first time, in the New Testament the first time the word ‘worship’ is used, is 

when the magi came with their gifts for the baby Jesus, Matthew 2:2 / Matthew 2:11. It’s clear that both Abraham and 

the magi offered God the very best of what they had, which is what our worship of God should be. 

Isaac was around 30-33 years old and he carries the wood on his back for his own sacrifice, this is what Jesus did 

with the cross. Isaac notices that they have everything for the sacrifice except the lamb, after asking his father about 

it, Abraham simply replies, ‘God will provide.’ 

John 1:29 tells us that Jesus is the lamb of God, Revelation 5:1-10. It’s clear that Abraham trusted God to deliver, 

even up to the last minute. Notice also that Isaac and Abraham walked together, side by side, Genesis 22:6 / Genesis 

22:8. 

‘When they reached the place, God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He 
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to 

slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he 
replied. ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he said. ‘Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because 

you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.’ Genesis 22:9-12 

There was a specific place on Mount Moriah for Abraham to go to but when he arrived, we have to wonder what was 

going through his mind as he built the altar for his son. We also have to wonder what was going through Isaac’s mind 

as his father laid him on the altar. 

But notice that there’s no resistance from Isaac which tells us he too must have trusted God and his father. We can 

only imagine the gulp in both Abraham and Isaac when Abraham took the knife to slay his son. This was it, it was 

time to follow God’s commands, but God steps in at the very last second and says, ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy.’ 

The testing of Abraham’s faith was now over, he would become the father of faith to everyone who would put their 

trust in the only begotten Son of God, John 3:16. God wouldn’t allow Abraham to sacrifice his only son but in the 

future, God would allow His only Son to die for the sins of all of humanity. 
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Abraham’s faith was in God’s ability to raise Isaac from the dead and he willingly obeyed God’s word, even before 

he knew what God’s will was. 

‘Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and 
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So, Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this 

day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’ The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from 
heaven a second time and said, ‘I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 

sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through 
your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.’ Then Abraham returned to his 

servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.’ Genesis 22:13-19 

Abraham was justified by his works, James 2:21 and if he hadn’t done the work, there would have been no evidence 

of his faith, in other words, he demonstrated his faith by his works, James 2:18. 

‘The Lord will provide’ means on this mount it will be provided. Abraham named it in reference to what God had 

done. God reminds Abraham of the promise again, Genesis 12:3. 

Isaac took three days to get there and when he got there, he left still alive and we know that Jesus was raised on the 

third day according to Scripture, 1 Corinthians 15:4. Isaac is a picture of Jesus. 

ISAAC AND JESUS 

1. Both are loved by their father. 

2. Both offered themselves willingly. 

3. Both carried the wood for their own sacrifice. 

4. They were sacrificed on the same hill. Mount Moriah and Golgotha. 

5. Both are delivered from death on the third day. 

‘Some time later Abraham was told, ‘Milkah is also a mother; she has borne sons to your brother Nahor: Uz the 
firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel (the father of Aram), Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph and Bethuel.’ Bethuel became 

the father of Rebekah. Milkah bore these eight sons to Abraham’s brother Nahor. His concubine, whose name was 
Reumah, also had sons: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash and Maakah.’ Genesis 22:20-24 

As mentioned before genealogies are important to the Jews as they can trace their ancestors, but the genealogy here is 

given in order to bring our attention to Rebekah, who is going to be Isaac’s future wife, Genesis 24 and show the 

continuation of the linage of Abraham. 

CHAPTER 23 

‘Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. She died at Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.’ Genesis 23:1-2 

In this chapter, we read about the death of Sarah and Abraham mourning his loss. Sarah died at 127 years old and she 

is the only woman in the Scriptures who has her age of death recorded. There’s no doubt that Sarah was a godly 

woman, Isaiah 51:1-2 / 1 Peter 3:3-6 and a very important woman from which we can learn much. 
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Abraham went to Hebron with the purpose to mourn for her, their relationship had come to an end, 1 Thessalonians 

4:13. Abraham wasn’t afraid to mourn because he mourned with hope. Death is a reminder that sin is in the world and 

that’s another reason why we mourn. 

‘Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites. He said, ‘I am a foreigner and stranger 
among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.’ The Hittites replied to Abraham, 
‘Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will 

refuse you his tomb for burying your dead.’ Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land, the 
Hittites. He said to them, ‘If you are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son 
of Zohar on my behalf so he will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of his field. 
Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site among you.’ Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people 

and he replied to Abraham in the hearing of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of his city. ‘No, my lord,’ he 
said. ‘Listen to me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. I give it to you in the presence of my 

people. Bury your dead.’ Again, Abraham bowed down before the people of the land and he said to Ephron in their 
hearing, ‘Listen to me, if you will. I will pay the price of the field. Accept it from me so I can bury my dead there.’ 

Ephron answered Abraham, ‘Listen to me, my lord; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver, but what is that 
between you and me? Bury your dead.’ Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and weighed out for him the price he had 

named in the hearing of the Hittites: four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weight current among the 
merchants.’ Genesis 23:3-16 

THE HITTITES 

The Hittites play an important role in key places in the Scriptures. As we have just read it was Ephron the Hittite sells 

Abraham the family burial ground. Esau married Hittite women, and Rebecca despised them, Genesis 26:34, 

frequently they are listed as one of the inhabitants of Canaan, Exodus 13:5 / Numbers 13:29 / Joshua 11:3. 

King David had Uriah the Hittite killed in order to acquire Uriah’s wife, 2 Samuel 11. King Solomon had Hittites 

among his many wives, 1 Kings 10:29-11:2 / 2 Chronicles 1:17, and the prophet Ezekiel degrades Israel with the 

metaphor of a Hittite mother, Ezekiel 16:3 / Ezekiel 16:45. 

The reputation of Abraham among the Hittites was notable as they offered Abraham to bury Sarah wherever he 

chose, free of charge. Abraham, though grateful, isn’t willing to take up the offer as his respect for Sarah was too 

great. 

The earth to Abraham was just a temporary place and so there was a negotiation for land. Abraham was bargaining 

for the land which was the way business was done in those days. He purchased the burial site and so only took 

possession of the only part of the Promised Land he would have in his lifetime. 

Through the mediation of the Hittites, a cave was purchased from Ephron, the son of Zohar, for what seemed to be a 

rather large amount of money. 

‘So, Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the field and the cave in it, and all the trees within the borders 
of the field—was deeded to Abraham as his property in the presence of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of 
the city. Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan. So, the field and the cave in it were deeded to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial 

site.’ Genesis 23:17-20 

Abraham buys the land to bury Sarah although he already had the land as given by God in the promise. Abraham, 

Isaac, Rebekah and Joseph were all buried there. 
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SARAH 

Yes, Sarah had her weaknesses as we all do and at times, she doubted God. She had trouble believing God would 

fulfil his promises, so she went ahead to solve the problem herself. 

Sarah also had her strengths, there’s no doubt that Sarah was loyal to Abraham which resulted in her sharing in his 

blessings. She became the mother of the nation of Israel. Yes, she struggled in her faith, but her faith can’t go 

unnoticed as she is the first woman mentioned in Hebrews 11:11. 

She is the only woman in the Scriptures whose name was changed, from Sarai to Sarah, Genesis 15:17-22. Sarah’s 

obedience to her husband Abraham is a prime example of a Christian woman. Even when Abraham passed her off as 

his sister, which landed her in Pharaoh’s harem, she didn’t object. 

Sarah was protective of Isaac and loved him deeply and the Scriptures tell us that she was exceedingly beautiful in 

appearance, Genesis 12:11 / Genesis 12:14 but her real beauty was seen on the inside, 1 Peter 3:3-6. 

CHAPTER 24 

‘Abraham was now very old, and the LORD had blessed him in every way. He said to the senior servant in his 
household, the one in charge of all that he had, ‘Put your hand under my thigh. I want you to swear by the LORD, the 

God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I am living, but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.’ The 

servant asked him, ‘What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son 
back to the country you came from?’ ‘Make sure that you do not take my son back there,’ Abraham said. ‘The 

LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and who spoke to me 
and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give this land’—he will send his angel before you so that 
you can get a wife for my son from there. If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released 

from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there.’ So, the servant put his hand under the thigh of his 
master Abraham and swore an oath to him concerning this matter.’ Genesis 24:1-9 

In the Old Testament, it was customary for the father to take full responsibility for finding a suitable wife for his son. 

It’s here we see the wisdom of Abraham, he knew that the Canaanite women weren’t a choice simply because they 

didn’t believe in the One True God and would ultimately lead his son away from God into idolatry. Isaac wasn’t to 

marry outside of God’s promise. 

Abraham makes the senior servant in his household pledge an oath that he wouldn’t allow Isaac to marry a Canaanite 

woman. Although the text doesn’t say it, it’s widely accepted that the senior servant is Eleazer, Genesis 15:1-2. 

Eliezer had to place his hand under his master’s thigh in making the oath, this again was part of the custom of the 

time and demonstrated that it was a very serious matter. Abraham then sent him back to the land of his relatives. 

‘Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with all kinds of good things from his 
master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. He had the camels kneel down near 

the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw water. Then he prayed, ‘LORD, 
God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. See, I am 

standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the towns people are coming out to draw water. May it be that when 
I say to a young woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your 

camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown 
kindness to my master.’ Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was the 
daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. The woman was very beautiful, a 

virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. The servant 
hurried to meet her and said, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar.’ ‘Drink, my lord,’ she said, and quickly 
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lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink. After she had given him a drink, she said, ‘I’ll draw water for your 
camels too, until they have had enough to drink.’ So, she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well 
to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn 
whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful. When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out 
a gold nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. Then he asked, ‘Whose daughter, are 

you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?’ She answered him, ‘I am the 
daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to Nahor.’ And she added, ‘We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well 

as room for you to spend the night.’ Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD, saying, ‘Praise be to the 
LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for 
me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives.’ The young woman ran and told her 

mother’s household about these things.’ Genesis 24:10-28 

It’s clear that God was going to direct Eliezer, as Abraham tells him he would be directed by an angel. Eliezer went 

to the city of Nahor with lots of possessions from Abraham, Nahor is the name of the city named after Abraham’s 

grandfather, Genesis 11:22-26. 

When he arrived at a well, whereas was the custom the women came to collect the water for drinking and water their 

herds, he then prays. The servant prayed to God to make sure he found the right person and the prayer is answered 

before he’s finished praying, Isaiah 65:24. 

He knew that this was God’s will because Rebekah, who was Abraham’s niece, was already making her way to the 

well. It’s here we see the real character of Rebekah, she was very beautiful in character and she had a servant’s heart, 

this is seen when she drew water for Eliezer and all his camels. 

Notice Eliezer’s response when he heard that Rebekah was of the house of Nahor, he worshipped God and thanked 

God for guiding him, he knew this wasn’t just a chance meeting with Rebekah, he knew it was God’s will. 

‘Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the spring. As soon as he had seen the 
nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and had heard Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out to 
the man and found him standing by the camels near the spring. ‘Come, you who are blessed by the LORD,’ he said. 

‘Why are you standing out here? I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.’ So, the man went to the 
house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and fodder were brought for the camels, and water for him and his men 
to wash their feet. Then food was set before him, but he said, ‘I will not eat until I have told you what I have to say.’ 
‘Then tell us,’ Laban said. So, he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has blessed my master abundantly, and 

he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and 
donkeys. My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. And 

my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I live, but go to my father’s family and to my own clan and get a wife for my son.’ ‘Then I 
asked my master, ‘What if the woman will not come back with me?’ ‘He replied, ‘The LORD, before whom I have 
walked faithfully, will send his angel with you and make your journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my 

son from my own clan and from my father’s family. You will be released from my oath if, when you go to my clan, 
they refuse to give her to you—then you will be released from my oath.’ ‘When I came to the spring today, I said, 

‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. See, I am 
standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, ‘Please let me drink a little 
water from your jar,’ and if she says to me, ‘Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,’ let her be the one the 
LORD has chosen for my master’s son.’ ‘Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on 
her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’ ‘She quickly 
lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’ So, I drank, and she watered the 

camels also. ‘I asked her, ‘Whose daughter, are you?’ ‘She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom 
Milkah bore to him.’ ‘Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, and I bowed down and worshiped 

the LORD. I praised the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the 
granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell 

me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.’ Laban and Bethuel answered, ‘This is from the LORD; we 
can say nothing to you one way or the other. Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your 

master’s son, as the LORD has directed.’ Genesis 24:29-51 
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Notice that Eliezer gave Rebekah rich gifts before they even spoke of marriage. When Rebekah returns home to the 

house of Laban who was watching his wealth, there seems to be great excitement over Eliezer’s presence, they 

overwhelm him with hospitality, as he retells the story of why he was sent in the first place. 

He had to explain that this wasn’t some chance meeting, but the whole thing was directed by God Himself. He tells 

them it was his master Abraham who sent him and his meeting with Rebekah was all God’s doing, this was all proof 

that Rebekah was chosen by God to be Isaac’s wife. 

‘When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before the LORD. Then the servant 
brought out gold and silver jewellery and articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts to 

her brother and to her mother. Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there. When 
they got up the next morning, he said, ‘Send me on my way to my master.’ But her brother and her mother replied, 

‘Let the young woman remain with us ten days or so; then you may go.’ But he said to them, ‘Do not detain me, now 
that the LORD has granted success to my journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master.’ Then they said, 
‘Let’s call the young woman and ask her about it.’ So, they called Rebekah and asked her, ‘Will you go with this 

man?’ ‘I will go,’ she said. So, they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant 
and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘Our sister, may you increase to thousands upon thousands; 

may your offspring possess the cities of their enemies.’ Genesis 24:52-60 

As an agreement, the bridegroom would give gifts to show that there was enough wealth to look after their daughter. 

As we can imagine, for Laban to send his daughter Rebekah away must have been hard to do, even though he knew it 

was God’s will. This would explain why he asks that she stays for another ten days. 

Eliezer on the other hand seems to see the urgency in all of this, God had blessed him, guided him to Rebekah, and so 

in his mind, he needs to return to Abraham with Rebekah as soon as possible. The decision was left to Rebekah and 

she wastes no time in agreeing to leave at once.  

She must be commended for this decision, leaving her family and the comforts of home to go with a stranger into a 

strange country, this is faith in action, she trusted that God was in control. 

‘Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back with the man. So, the servant 
took Rebekah and left. Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. He went out to the 

field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. Rebekah also looked up and saw 
Isaac. She got down from her camel and asked the servant, ‘Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?’ ‘He is 
my master,’ the servant answered. So, she took her veil and covered herself. Then the servant told Isaac all he had 
done. Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So, she became his wife, and he 

loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.’ Genesis 24:61-67 

It’s interesting to note that while Rebekah went from the north, the land of Nahor, Isaac, at the same time, came from 

the south, the Negev. In other words, they were going to meet in the middle, of the future Promised Land, the land 

that had been given to the descendants of Abraham through Isaac. 

Rebekah wore a veil, which signified submission and chastity and so Rebekah and Isaac marry and she became a 

great comfort for Isaac. 

This is the first time we have seen Isaac since Genesis 22:19, His resurrection. He was dead but now he was raised 

again. Isaac is a type of Jesus and Rebekah is a type of church. The servant looked after her until she met Isaac, the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit look after us until Jesus comes back. Isaac and Rebekah, both served God and looked for 

God’s will. 
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SIMILARITIES BETWEEN REBEKAH AND THE 
CHURCH 

THE SON IS JESUS AND ISAAC 

1. They were chosen for marriage before they knew it. Ephesians 1:3-4. 

2. They were necessary for the accomplishment of God’s purpose. Ephesians 3:10-11. 

3. They both will share in the glory of the Son. John 17:22-23. Seed promise. 

4. Learned of the Son through a representative. John 16:5-16. The servant got her. 

5. She left everything to be with the Son. 

6. Loved and cared for by the Son. 

CHAPTER 25 

‘Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah. She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak 
and Shuah. Jokshan was the father of Sheba and Dedan; the descendants of Dedan were the Ashurites, the Letushites 
and the Leummites. The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of 

Keturah. Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the sons of his 
concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac to the land of the east.’ Genesis 25:1-6 

To ensure that God’s promise to Abraham, that he would be the father of many nations, he marries a woman named, 

Keturah. It was through her that he had six sons, seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

It’s clear that God was blessing him as he was well over one hundred years of age at this time, he still managed to 

have six children even when his body was physically old. Having children was a sign of a blessing. 

It’s important to note that all these children, went on to produce nations which would eventually fill the Promised 

Land after they are delivered from Egypt around 400 years from now. Notice also that the land promise is now given 

to Isaac. 

‘Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old 
man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people. His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, the field Abraham had bought from the 

Hittites. There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then 
lived near Beer Lahai Roi.’ Genesis 25:7-11 

Abraham lived to a hundred and seventy-five years old before he died. Seventy times Abraham is mentioned in the 

New Testament, eighty times Moses is mentioned in the New Testament, this tells us that Abraham was a great man 

of God. 

The phrase, ‘gathered to his people’, is very common in Scripture, especially in reference to the death of the 

patriarchs, Genesis 25:17 / Genesis 35:29 / Genesis 49:29 / Numbers 20:24 / Numbers 27:13 and seems to indicate 

that they have joined those who have already died, Genesis 15:15 / Matthew 22:31-33 / Hebrews 11:13-16. 

Please also note that both Isaac and Ishmael joined in with their father’s funeral, he was buried in the same cave as 

their mother, Sarah, the cave of Machpelah, Genesis 23:17-20. 
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ABRAHAM 

Abraham is the great patriarch of Israel, and to Christians, ‘He is the father of us all.’ Romans 4:16. The faith of 

Abraham pleased God. God visited Abraham on several unique occasions. The Lord spoke to him numerous times, 

once in a vision and once in the form of three visitors. He carried out a brave rescue of Lot when his nephew was 

taken captive after the Battle of the Valley of Siddim. 

God tested Abraham severely in more than one instance, and Abraham demonstrated great faith, trust, and obedience 

to the will of God. He was well respected and successful in his occupation. He also had the courage to face a 

powerful enemy coalition. 

1. His faith pleased God. 

2. Became the father of the Jewish nation. 

3. Was respected by others and was courageous in defending his family at any cost. 

4. Was not only a caring father to his own family, but practised hospitality to others. 

5. Was a successful and wealthy landowner. 

6. Usually avoided conflicts, but when they were unavoidable, he allowed his opponent to set the rules for settling the 

dispute. 

Sadly, like most of us, Abraham made some mistakes, especially when he was under pressure. When it came to 

telling the truth about his wife Sarah, he lied twice. 

‘This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Sarah’s slave, Hagar the Egyptian, bore to 
Abraham. These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the firstborn of 

Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. These were 
the sons of Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulers according to their settlements and camps. 

Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people. His 
descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt, as you go toward Ashur. And 

they lived in hostility toward all the tribes related to them.’ Genesis 25:12-18 

ISHMAEL’S SONS 

Why do we have the genealogy of Ishmael recorded here? There seem to be two reasons. 

1. God wanted the Israelites to know that He had fulfilled His promise to Hagar, that through Ishmael many nations 

would come, Genesis 16:12 / Genesis 21:18. 

2. God wanted a written record available to Israel in order to remind her that the nations that came from Ishmael were 

the descendants of Isaac’s half-brother. 

When you read through the Scriptures, you will soon discover, because of joyously, that there was going to be and 

continues to be serious tension between Israel and the surrounding seed of Abraham through Hagar and Keturah. 

‘This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, and Isaac was 
forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban 
the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The LORD answered his 
prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, ‘Why is this 

happening to me?’ So, she went to inquire of the LORD. The LORD said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and 
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two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the 
younger.’ When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. The first to come out was red, 

and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so, they named him Esau. After this, his brother came out, with his 
hand grasping Esau’s heel; so, he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.’ 

Genesis 25:19-26 

THE BIRTH OF ESAU AND JACOB 

Paddan Aram is Rebekah’s homeland and notice that she was childless for around twenty years, Genesis 

25:20 /Genesis 25:26. However Isaac prayed, and the Lord answered his prayer and she became pregnant. Isaac and 

Rebekah only had two sons. Rebekah asked God what was wrong, and God tells her she is having twins. 

Even before the children were born there was tension, this was because they were both different characters from 

which would come two nations which would struggle with each other for generations to come. The name Esau means 

‘hairy’, he had red hair, and the name Jacob means, ‘heel catcher’ which refers to the way he was holding on to his 

brother’s heel when he was born. 

Remember it was Old Testament practice that the firstborn inherited the legal rights of the family. Here, Esau was the 

firstborn son, and so, he had the legal rights to the heritage of Isaac. 

This is an illustration of God’s choosing, Romans 9:10-13, the older one would serve the younger one. God chose 

between the two before they were even born, Malachi 1:2-3. 

IS IT FAIR FOR GOD TO LOVE ONE AND HATE THE 
OTHER? 

It has to be done with a purpose. The question should be, how did God love Jacob? It should be noted that Jacob did 

nothing better than Esau, it was nothing to do with their performance. 

‘The boys grew up, and Esau became a skilful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was content to stay at 
home among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. Once when Jacob 
was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. He said to Jacob, ‘Quick, let me have some 

of that red stew! I’m famished!’ (That is why he was also called Edom.) Jacob replied, ‘First sell me your 
birthright.’‘Look, I am about to die,’ Esau said. ‘What good is the birthright to me?’ But Jacob said, ‘Swear to me 

first.’ So, he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil 
stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So, Esau despised his birthright.’ Genesis 25:27-34 

Esau and Jacob’s personalities and tastes were very different. Esau was a manly man, he was the hunter, whilst Jacob 

seems to be more of a mummy’s boy, whose focus was on God, Genesis 6:9 / Job 1:8. 

Each parent had an individual favourite, Isaac loved his son, Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. Because we know how 

this story ends, it’s clear that love one the day, Romans 9:10-13. 

WHAT WAS THE BIRTHRIGHT? 
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The birthright was all about possessions, Deuteronomy 21:17, a double portion was given to the firstborn. There were 

rights for the older son, he became the head and spiritual leader of the family, seed and land promise, 1 Chronicles 

5:1-2. 

There’s no doubt that Jacob was being worldly-minded, he wanted to gain something that God had already given him. 

Esau was trying to sell something that wasn’t his. 

WHY? 

Possibly because the dream was better than the reality. Even today people are still selling their birthright because of 

some stew. People spend so much time on other things rather than spending time with God. In the New Testament, 

we read about the Christian’s birthright, adoption, expectancy, redemption, Ephesians 1:3-14. 

God’s grace is used all the time, but not because of our performance. Esau sold his rights, Hebrews 12:16 and his 

character showed God’s wisdom in the choice that He made. The fact that Esau despised his birthright tells us that he 

gladly traded his birthright for a bowl of stew. 

Notice that Esau is also called Edom, this is an indication of the tensions which would grow for generations to come 

between both nations which would come from Jacob and Esau. 

THE HATRED BETWEEN ESAU AND JACOB 

In the book of Obadiah, we see God is now pronouncing His judgment upon the Edomites and so Obadiah’s message 

begins with the condemnation of Edom, which was the nation that descended from Esau. Like I mentioned earlier, 

Esau being the manly man, the hunter, the great outdoor person, came in from hunting one day and was hungry. 

Jacob told him that he would give him a big bowl of stew that he had prepared in exchange for his birthright. And 

without any hesitation, Esau gave up his entire inheritance right there and then. 

Now even though Esau was wrong in doing what he did, Jacob should never have taken advantage of the situation. 

Now, remember what the Bible says when Jacob was being born, seconds later, Genesis 25:26. That phrase, ‘grasping 

Esau’s heel’ is a Hebrew expression which means, he deceives, that’s why Jacob’s name means ‘deceitful’. And 

make no mistake about it, Jacob knew exactly what he was doing when he stole his brother’s birthright. 

In fact, later on, he and his mum, Rebekah were going to plot together to steal Esau’s blessing as well. And so, 

because of all this plotting and deception, Esau ended up hating his brother and planned to kill him after their father 

died. 

Now Jacob was more of a mummy’s boy, he loved to stay at home with his mum but when he found out what Esau 

was planning to do to him, he basically ran away for his life. Yes, Jacob was deceitful, but deep inside he had a heart 

that wanted to know God and follow Him. 

Esau was the opposite, in fact, in the Bible Esau is shown as the prime example of someone who lusts after the 

flesh, 1 John 2:15-16. Esau is the prime example of people who are chasing after their fleshly desires, Hebrews 

12:15-17. 

When Esau finally realised how stupid he had been, he cried his heart out and begged Isaac to restore his birthright. 

But, despite all of his crying, Esau wasn’t sorry for his worldly, selfish attitude, he was only sorry that he lost his 
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inheritance, 2 Corinthians 7:10. Esau was only sorry because he got caught in his lust and that he lost his inheritance, 

but he never had the desire to change. 

Later after Isaac died, the fulfilment of Esau’s loss came to pass because Jacob had moved back home, and he and 

Esau had apparently reconciled. But notice what happened after they met, Genesis 36:6, Esau moved to another land 

some distance away from his brother. 

WHY DID HE MOVE SO FAR AWAY? 

Well, it certainly wasn’t because he wanted to know he moved because the country that he had lived in all of his life 

now belonged to Jacob, and there wasn’t enough room for both of them. And so, as you can imagine Esau is fuming, 

he’s raging with anger, but he realises there’s nothing he could do about it. Esau, the first-born son, who lost his 

birthright through foolishness, was forced to move from his homeland and die in a foreign land. 

THE EDOMITES 

The Edomites were descendants of Esau and the Bible tells us that this hatred never stopped, even when both of them 

died. Ezekiel is writing whilst he’s in exile, and he says that Edom’s hatred for Israel is ‘ancient’, in other words, it’s 

been there for years and years. Ezekiel 35:5. 

All the way through Old Testament history, we read about how the Edomites mistreated and murdered God’s people. 

The first incident occurred soon after Israel became a nation. You remember what happened when the Israelites were 

wandering in the wilderness, don’t you? They came to Edom and asked if they could pass through their land and 

promised that they wouldn’t touch any of the vineyards, or crops, or even take any water from their wells. 

Moses speaks to them as brothers, but the king of Edom says no to his brothers and gives them a warning, Numbers 

20:18. And if you read on, you’ll see that they brought out their army to show Israel that they meant business. 

Now think about this for a moment, this whole event took place over 400 years after Esau and Jacob parted ways. 

Now that was just the start of Edom’s sin against God’s people. Obadiah tells Edom that God is going to judge them 

for their violence toward Jacob, Obadiah 10-11. 

As I said, the Edomites had a long history of showing violence toward Israel and one of those times was when 

Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem. When Jerusalem was being destroyed, the Edomites were rejoicing, Psalm 

137:7. 

So that hatred went on for years and years, but it didn’t stop there. Even when we come to the New Testament, we’re 

introduced to a man named Herod the Great. He was the one who tried to kill the newly born Jesus by slaughtering all 

the baby boys under two years old. His son, Herod Antipas was the one who murdered John the Baptist. His 

grandson, Herod Agrippa was the one who killed James the brother of Jesus and tried to kill Simon Peter. 

All these men were Edomites, and they constantly persecuted God’s people who were descendants of Jacob. The 

Jewish historian, Josephus says that when the Romans stormed Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and ravaged the city, the 

Edomites joined in and helped massacre thousands of Jews whilst torturing others. 

All this happened over 1800 years after Jacob and Esau had parted company. Esau’s descendants still hadn’t learned 

to forgive Jacob and as a result, that hatred grew and all they wanted vengeance, Hebrews 12:14-15. 
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WHAT WAS GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST EDOM? 

God says that Edom was filled with pride, Obadiah 3. There was a part of Edom that was practically impossible for 

any enemy to penetrate and that was the capital city of Petra. The word Petra means ‘rock’ and it’s easy to see how it 

got its name. Petra was an isolated fortress only accessible through a deep canyon, with high mountain walls all 

around. 

In fact, history tells us that Petra was so treacherous to approach that it could defend itself against an army using only 

twelve men. We can imagine how proud they were of their fortress, they are so proud of it that Obadiah mentions the 

‘mountains of Esau’ four times in the text. 

The Edomites thought there were so great, so powerful, so mighty that nobody could bring them down. But oh, how 

wrong they were, they were going to be brought down to planet Earth with a thud by God Himself. In Proverbs 6 we 

find Solomon writing about the six things which the Lord hates and notice what’s first on His hate list, Proverbs 6:17. 

The first sin on God’s hate list is ‘haughty eyes’, in other words, people who are full of themselves. This is why God 

hates pride so much because pride takes all the credit for what God has done. 

It was pride that caused Satan to be kicked out of Heaven. It was pride that caused Eve to eat the forbidden fruit 

because she wanted to be like God. It was pride that caused the nations to be scattered to the ends of the earth at the 

tower of Babel. It was pride that caused Nebuchadnezzar to eat grass like the ox and caused his hair to grow like 

eagles’ feathers and his nails to grow like birds’ claws. 

It was pride that caused the rich fool to think he had plenty to keep him going, I’m just going to chill out, eat drink 

and be merry, he thought to himself. It was pride that caused the disciples to argue over which one of them was the 

greatest. It was pride that caused Herod to accept the praises of men as if he were God and to be struck dead and be 

eaten by worms. And it will be pride that will cause the man of sin to sit in the temple and demand to be worshipped 

as God. 

The Edomites were so proud of their invincibility against any attackers. They were convinced that there wasn’t a 

nation in the world that could take them down, but oh, how they forgot about God. God told Edom that one day they 

would be slaughtered, which basically means they would cease to exist as a nation, Obadiah 8-9. 

And this process began around 300 A.D. when a group of Arabs conquered their holy capital city of Petra. Over the 

year other nations came along and attacked them until finally they were completely destroyed by the Romans around 

A.D. 70. And so, the Edomites who were a people full of hatred and full of pride were finally judged by God and they 

ceased to be a nation. 

Years and years of hostility, all because of a bowl of stew. 

CHAPTER 26 

‘Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek 
king of the Philistines in Gerar. The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land 
where I tell you to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your 
descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all 
nations on earth will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me and did everything, I required of him, keeping my 

commands, my decrees and my instructions.’ Genesis 26:1-5 
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Famines are very popular in the Scriptures, Genesis 12:10, and here there seems to be another one, which forced 

Isaac and his household to move to the territory of Abimelek, this is the same king which Abraham dealt with 

earlier, Genesis 20, although it’s possible that this is his son. 

It seems that Isaac needed some kind of reassurance so, God reminds him of the promise he made to Abraham, that is 

his seed would be a blessing to all nations, Genesis 17:19. Although Abraham didn’t do what was right all the time, 

his obedience became a great encouragement to his son, Isaac who also followed in his father’s example of obedience 

to God. 

‘So, Isaac stayed in Gerar. When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, ‘She is my sister,’ because 
he was afraid to say, ‘She is my wife.’ He thought, ‘The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah 

because she is beautiful.’ When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelek king of the Philistines looked down from 
a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. So Abimelek summoned Isaac and said, ‘She is really your 

wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?’ Isaac answered him, ‘Because I thought I might lose my life on account 
of her.’ Then Abimelek said, ‘What is this you have done to us? One of the men might well have slept with your 

wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.’ So Abimelek gave orders to all the people: ‘Anyone who harms this 
man, or his wife shall surely be put to death.’ Genesis 26:6-11 

Someone once said that ‘the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree’, of which the meaning is obvious. Isaac repeats the 

sin Abraham his father did, Genesis 12:10-20 / Genesis 20:1-17. The customs of the day would actually make 

Rebekah, Isaac’s ‘sister’ in terms of the family lineage. Although we would use the word ‘cousin’. 

Abimelek obviously didn’t understand any of this and knew that Isaac was lying. Just like his father Abraham, Isaac 

seems to care more about his own life than he does for his wife. Remember that Isaac is a stranger in the land of a 

foreign king and he knew that this king could claim any woman to be his wife, even to the point of killing the 

husband in order to take the woman to be his wife. 

Isaac claiming that Rebekah was his sister is clearly a lie, which shows his lack of faith and a weakness of the flesh. 

As a result, Isaac is rebuked like Abraham was by a pagan king and Abimelek ordered that no one was to touch either 

of them. 

‘Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold because the LORD blessed him. The man 
became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy. He had so many flocks and herds and 
servants that the Philistines envied him. So, all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father 

Abraham, the Philistines stopped up, filling them with earth. Then Abimelek said to Isaac, ‘Move away from us; you 
have become too powerful for us.’ Genesis 26:12-16 

Isaac was truly blessed by God and becomes very wealthy, he was blessed in his hard work, but it seems that this 

wealth which was a sign of power and influence, really bothered Abimelek. It bothered him and intimidated him to 

the point where he asks Isaac and his household to leave the land because he was afraid of being taken over. 

‘So, Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar, where he settled. Isaac reopened the wells 
that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he 

gave them the same names his father had given them. Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of 
freshwater there. But the herders of Gerar quarrelled with those of Isaac and said, ‘The water is ours!’ So, he named 

the well Esek, because they disputed with him. Then they dug another well, but they quarrelled over that one also; so, 
he named it Sitnah. He moved on from there and dug another well, and no one quarrelled over it. He named it 

Rehoboth, saying, ‘Now the LORD has given us room and we will flourish in the land.’ From there he went up to 
Beersheba. That night the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, 

for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant 
Abraham. ’Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD. There he pitched his tent, and there his 

servants dug a well.’ Genesis 26:17-25 
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Abraham was known for building altars and Jacob is known for pitching tents and building wells, God’s blessings 

were seen as wells. As Isaac continued to dig wells, the problem was that the Philistines filled them in so that they 

would force Isaac to move away from their land. 

Notice that Isaac doesn’t make a big deal about this and simply moves on, but he does leave a reminder of the digging 

of the well and the trouble it caused by those who came along and stole them. God tells Isaac not to be afraid and 

reminds him of the promise he made to his father, Abraham. Isaac moves to Beersheba, Genesis 21:30-31, where God 

encouraged him to stay and fear no more. In Beersheba, he builds an altar to God. 

‘Meanwhile, Abimelek had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander 
of his forces. Isaac asked them, ‘Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?’ They 

answered, ‘We saw clearly that the LORD was with you; so, we said, ‘There ought to be a sworn agreement between 
us’—between us and you. Let us make a treaty with you that you will do us no harm, just as we did not harm you but 

always treated you well and sent you away peacefully. And now you are blessed by the LORD.’ Isaac then made a 
feast for them, and they ate and drank. Early the next morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent 
them on their way, and they went away peacefully. That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they 

had dug. They said, ‘We’ve found water!’ He called it Shibah, and to this day the name of the town has been 
Beersheba.’ Genesis 26:26-33 

Abimelek was wise enough to recognise that the Lord was with Isaac and so, he took the initiative to establish a 

covenant with Isaac, knowing that Isaac was much stronger than he was. To establish a covenant, promises were 

made, and a feast was given in order to celebrate the covenant. 

‘When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon 
the Hittite. They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.’ Genesis 26:34-35 

Esau marries Judith and Basemath, pagan women, the very women he knew would upset his parents, which again 

shows us the real character of Esau. He had no real respect for his parents or his parent’s heritage and because of this, 

he has slowly drifted away from God and His will, 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

CHAPTER 27 

‘When Isaac was old, and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son and said 
to him, ‘My son.’ ‘Here I am,’ he answered. Isaac said, ‘I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death. 
Now then, get your equipment—your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for 

me. Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.’ 
Genesis 27:1-4 

JACOB GETS ISAAC’S BLESSING 

It’s possible that Isaac was aware that he was going to die soon, although at this moment he was 137 years old, he 

would actually live to 180 years old, Genesis 35:2. He’s certainly aware that he is old, and his eyesight was 

dwindling. Hence, he needs to deal with matters concerning his inheritance. 

Because Esau was his firstborn, he had all the legal rights to receive a special blessing from his father. The problem is 

the blessing actually ignored the prophecy that the elder, Esau, would serve the younger, Jacob, Genesis 25:23. Not 

only that, we must remember that Esau had already sold his birthright to Jacob, Genesis 25:29-34. Esau was 

materialistic and a proud worldly hunter. 
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‘Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to hunt game and 

bring it back, Rebekah said to her son Jacob, ‘Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, ‘Bring me 
some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD 

before I die.’ Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young 
goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. Then take it to your father to eat, so 

that he may give you his blessing before he dies.’ Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, ‘But my brother Esau is a hairy 
man while I have smooth skin. What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring 
down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.’ His mother said to him, ‘My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do 
what I say; go and get them for me.’ So, he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared 

some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she 
had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck 

with the goatskins. Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.’ Genesis 27:5-17 

It’s clear that Rebekah remembered what had happened earlier, she remembered both the prophecy and the selling of 

the birthright. As a result of knowing these things, she begins to set in place a deceitful plan so that Jacob would 

receive the blessing. In other words, she began to take matters into her own hand and we mustn’t forget that she loved 

Jacob more than Esau, Genesis 25:28. 

Rebekah is plotting with Jacob to get the blessing, but the question is, 

WHY IS SHE NOT TRUSTING GOD? 

Maybe she’s thinking worldly and because Jacob was willing to do these things secretly, i.e., dress up like Esau, 

shows that he knows it was wrong. The whole family lied to each other, none of them are thinking spiritually and 

Jacob is being true to his name, a deceiver. 

‘He went to his father and said, ‘My father.’ ‘Yes, my son,’ he answered. ‘Who is it?’ Jacob said to his father, ‘I am 
Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me 

your blessing.’ Isaac asked his son, ‘How did you find it so quickly, my son?’ ‘The LORD your God gave me 
success,’ he replied. Then Isaac said to Jacob, ‘Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are 
my son Esau or not.’ Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, ‘The voice is the voice of Jacob, 

but the hands are the hands of Esau.’ He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother 
Esau; so, he proceeded to bless him. ‘Are you really my son Esau?’ he asked. ‘I am,’ he replied. Then he said, ‘My 

son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.’ Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and 
he brought some wine and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, ‘Come here, my son, and kiss me.’ So, he went 
to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, ‘Ah, the smell of my son 

is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. May God give you heaven’s dew and earth’s richness—an 
abundance of grain and new wine. May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, 
and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be 

blessed.’ Genesis 27:18-29 

Taking his mother’s advice, Jacob goes ahead and lies to his father, telling him that he was actually his firstborn son 

Esau, and the Lord had helped him in his hunt for wild game. 

Jacob does this because he does what he can to get the birthright even though God was already going to give it to 

him, God chose Jacob not because he was good but because of God’s righteousness, His grace and He said that the 

older will serve the younger, Genesis 25:23. 

This whole thing is basically an excuse for sin. He thought it was right to do this but really, he’s just taking advantage 

of Isaac’s good nature. 

Isaac passed on the blessing to Jacob, the blessing was basically the last will and testament of someone who was 

about to die, sometimes this was written down like we do today and sometimes it was simply said. Not only did Isaac 
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give a blessing that Esau inherit his possession, but he also blessed him that he would be the lord over the legacy of 

Esau. 

Notice that Isaac said, if anyone rises up against the legacy of Jacob, they would be cursed. 

‘After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother Esau came in from 
hunting. He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he said to him, ‘My father, please sit up 

and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.’ His father Isaac asked him, ‘Who are you?’ ‘I am 
your son,’ he answered, ‘your firstborn, Esau.’ Isaac trembled violently and said, ‘Who was it, then, that hunted game 

and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came, and I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!’ When Esau 
heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, ‘Bless me—me too, my father!’ 
But he said, ‘Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.’ Esau said, ‘Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? This is 

the second time he has taken advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!’ Then he 
asked, ‘Haven’t you reserved any blessing for me?’ Isaac answered Esau, ‘I have made him lord over you and have 
made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So, what can I possibly do for 
you, my son?’ Esau said to his father, ‘Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!’ Then 

Esau wept aloud. His father Isaac answered him, ‘Your dwelling will be away from the earth’s richness, away from 
the dew of heaven above. You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless, 

you will throw his yoke from off your neck.’ Genesis 27:30-40 

I wonder how Isaac must have felt after realising that he had been deceived by Jacob? I can imagine the hurt, pain 

and the deep disappointment in Jacob for doing such a thing. Notice that Isaac ‘trembled violently’, why? Possibly 

because he now knew the full extent of what had just happened, and he knew that the blessing couldn’t be passed on 

to someone else. But I believe he ‘trembled violently’ because he knew he was going against God’s will, Hebrews 

11:20. 

The announcement of the blessing was final, and Esau realised this too, Hebrews 12:15-17. When Esau declared that 

Jacob had taken his birthright, he must have been suffering from memory loss, he must have forgotten that he sold it 

to Esau for a bowl of stew, Genesis 25:29-34. 

This shows us the kind of character Esau was, he never repented of selling his birthright and simply blamed his 

brother for all the bad things which had happened to him, he never took responsibility for any of his own actions. The 

blessing for Esau was a prophecy of the behaviour of the nation that would come from him, they would live by the 

sword. 

Esau was given the role of living in a servant position in relation to the legacy of his brother but was given the right 

to cast off eventually the lordship of Jacob’s legacy. This was a limited blessing because they are going to be desert 

dwellers, Arabs. Jacob and Esau and their descendants were going to be at odds with each other for centuries to 

come, 2 Chronicles 21:8-10. 

‘Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, ‘The days of 
mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.’ When Rebekah was told what her older son Esau 

had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, ‘Your brother Esau is planning to avenge himself by 
killing you. Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee at once to my brother Laban in Harran. Stay with him for a while 
until your brother’s fury subsides. When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did to him, 
I’ll send word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in one day?’ Then Rebekah said to 

Isaac, ‘I’m disgusted with living because of these Hittite women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this 
land, from Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living.’ Genesis 27:41-46 

Notice how Esau’s bitterness towards his brother turned into hatred, Hebrews 12:14-17 and his hatred grew to the 

point where he wanted to murder his brother. Esau is going to kill Jacob when Isaac dies. 

Rebekah understandably is afraid for her favourite son’s life and so she comes up with another plan to save him from 

being murdered. The plan was simple, Jacob needs to leave to find a wife in Haran, there, is where her brother Laban 

lives. 
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Her problem was that she needed to convince Isaac that this was a good plan, she had to convince him that Jacob 

shouldn’t do what Esau did and marry someone outside of the family, a Hittite, because all that did was cause a lot of 

trouble for their family. 

Rebekah’s plan worked, and Isaac agreed that it was a great idea and so off Jacob went. Rebekah must have thought 

that Jacob would only be gone a little while until Esau’s anger cooled off, but the truth is it was going to be 20 years 

before he would ever come back home. 

CHAPTER 28 

‘So, Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him. Then he commanded him: ‘Do not marry a Canaanite woman. Go at once 
to Paddan Aram, to the house of your mother’s father Bethuel. Take a wife for yourself there, from among the 

daughters of Laban, your mother’s brother. May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your 
numbers until you become a community of peoples. May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to 
Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now reside as a foreigner, the land God gave to 

Abraham.’ Then Isaac sent Jacob on his way, and he went to Paddan Aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the Aramean, the 
brother of Rebekah, who was the mother of Jacob and Esau. Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had 

sent him to Paddan Aram to take a wife from there, and that when he blessed him, he commanded him, ‘Do not marry 
a Canaanite woman,’ and that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. Esau then 

realized how displeasing the Canaanite women were to his father Isaac; so, he went to Ishmael and married Mahalath, 
the sister of Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, in addition to the wives he already had.’ Genesis 

28:1-9 

Although Isaac wasn’t aware of Rebekah’s deceitful plans, it seems that he is right with God again and so, he lets his 

son go to get a wife. Sadly, this was the last time Jacob was going to see his parents alive. The blessings and promise 

of land and a seed are passed on to Jacob, Genesis 12:1-3. Abraham, Isaac and then Jacob, the promises are being 

passed on as God promised. 

For Esau, it seems like he always had a difficult time pleasing his father. He simply didn’t understand that it was 

because of his behaviour, he liked to keep company with ungodly people, especially ungodly women and because of 

this, he couldn’t live in faith as his father did. Esau adds to his wives by marrying others but notice that it seems he’s 

trying to get back into his father’s good books by marrying a non-Canaanite woman named, Mahalath. 

‘Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the 
sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which 

he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: ‘I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and 
the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like 
the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I 

will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ When Jacob awoke 
from his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.’ He was afraid and said, 

‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.’ Genesis 28:10-17 

After a trip of around 300 miles, Jacob is about experience something miraculous, something he simply wasn’t 

expecting. I would imagine he’s feeling isolated and scared and tired from the long journey. He took a stone, using it 

as a pillow and fell asleep and whilst sleeping he dreamt of a stairway resting on the earth but reaching heaven. 

The stairway was symbolising a connection between heaven and earth. This stairway is the access to heaven, Jesus 

uses this event to share the same important truth, John 1:51, Jesus is the way, he doesn’t show the way, John 14:6, 

Jesus is our access to heaven. God has provided us with access to heaven, through Jesus and Jesus only. 
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The angels who seem to act as messengers between God and man, or guardian angels, Hebrews 1:14, are ascending 

and descending. We would think that they would be descending and ascending, in other words, coming down from 

heaven to earth but they’re not. 

The purpose of the event was to reassure Jacob that through him the promises made to Abraham would be 

continued, Genesis 12:1-3, but more importantly to remind him that God is present wherever he goes, Psalm 139:7. 

God speaks words of comfort and repeats the covenant promises to Jacob and this was going to be a life-changing 

experience for Jacob, Philippians 1:6. 

Jacob after he awakes proceeds to worship God and puts emphasis on this place, saying ‘this is the house of God’. 

‘Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on 
top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God 
will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 
so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a 

pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.’ Genesis 28:18-22 

NOTICE THAT JACOB DID THREE THINGS AFTER 
HIS DREAM 

1. Jacob set up the stone he used for a pillow and anointed it with oil to memorialise the location. 

Over the years all kinds of theories have come about concerning this stone. Some suggest it was taken to Jerusalem, 

some suggest it was taken to Spain, others suggest it was taken to Ireland, and still others claim it was taken to 

Scotland, upon which, the Kings of Scotland sat to be crowned. 

Even today in Scotland they claim this stone is kept at the now-ruined Scone Abbey in Scone, near Perth, Scotland. 

2. Jacob changed the name from Luz to Bethel. 

A little later in Genesis God, Himself when he’s speaking to Jacob calls Himself, the God of Bethel, Genesis 31:13. 

Bethel was later to become a high place for idolatry, 1 Kings 13:32 / Hosea 10:15 / Amos 4:4. 

3. Jacob made a vow to return to God a tenth of those blessings that would come his way by the blessing of God. 

Interestingly, this is only the second time that tithing in the Old Testament has been mentioned, the other being in the 

instance of Abraham’s tithes to Melchizedek, Genesis 14:20 / Hebrews 7:2. 

Notice that Jacob made a vow with God, after the event, in other words, it’s possible that he didn’t fully trust God up 

to this point. Maybe it’s now a case of seeing is believing, Philippians 4:13, Nahum 1:7. 

God is teaching him and will continue to teach him lessons on humility. 

Notice the following: 

God’s Promise. Genesis 28:13-15 Jacob’s Vow. Genesis 28:20-27 I am the Lord your God If God will be with me I 

will give to you And keep me I am with you In this way, I am going I will not leave you Give me bread and clothing 

(Until all has been done) So that I come back to my father’s land 

Please note that God is still willing to accept him, even after his worldly prayer. What a merciful and loving God we 

serve. 
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CHAPTER 29 

‘Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern peoples. There he saw a well in the open 
country, with three flocks of sheep lying near it because the flocks were watered from that well. The stone over the 
mouth of the well was large. When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone away from 
the well’s mouth and water the sheep. Then they would return the stone to its place over the mouth of the well. Jacob 

asked the shepherds, ‘My brothers, where are you from?’ ‘We’re from Harran,’ they replied. He said to them, ‘Do 
you know Laban, Nahor’s grandson?’ ‘Yes, we know him,’ they answered. Then Jacob asked them, ‘Is he well?’ 

‘Yes, he is,’ they said, ‘and here comes his daughter Rachel with the sheep.’ ‘Look,’ he said, ‘the sun is still high; it is 
not time for the flocks to be gathered. Water the sheep and take them back to pasture.’ ‘We can’t,’ they replied, ‘until 

all the flocks are gathered, and the stone has been rolled away from the mouth of the well. Then we will water the 
sheep.’ Genesis 29:1-8 

As Jacob continued on his journey he came to the land of the eastern people, these were people from Haran, this is 

the land where Abraham was from. It’s here he encounters these people at a well, which was a commonplace to meet 

people who were tending their flocks. 

Notice that the stone wasn’t rolled away until everyone arrived, and so, when Rachel arrived, the stone was removed, 

and the flock could be watered. 

‘While he was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherd. When Jacob saw 
Rachel daughter of his uncle Laban, and Laban’s sheep, he went over and rolled the stone away from the mouth of 

the well and watered his uncle’s sheep. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and began to weep aloud. He had told Rachel that 
he was a relative of her father and a son of Rebekah. So, she ran and told her father. As soon as Laban heard the news 
about Jacob, his sister’s son, he hurried to meet him. He embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his home, 
and there Jacob told him all these things. Then Laban said to him, ‘You are my own flesh and blood.’ Genesis 29:9-

14 

Remember Rachel is Jacob’s cousin and it seems like Jacob managed to roll the stone on his own, this would usually 

take two people to do because of the weight. We saw earlier that Esau was a manly man, the outdoor man, the hunter 

but Jacob was kind of a mummy’s boy, here we see the emotional side of Jacob, as he kissed Rachel indicating she 

was to be his wife. Jacob does the right thing in identifying himself as Rachel’s cousin, Genesis 24:42-49. 

The excitement is such that Rachel runs and arranges for Jacob to meet her father, Laban and he, in turn, welcomes 

Jacob as his own son, into his household. 

‘After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, Laban said to him, ‘Just because you are a relative of mine, 
should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.’ Now Laban had two daughters; the name 
of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel had a lovely figure 
and was beautiful. Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, ‘I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger 

daughter Rachel.’ Laban said, ‘It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.’ So, Jacob 
served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her. Then Jacob 
said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to make love to her.’ So, Laban brought together 

all the people of the place and gave a feast. But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to 
Jacob, and Jacob made love to her. And Laban gave his servant Zilpah to his daughter as her attendant. When 

morning came, there was Leah! So, Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, 
didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?’ Laban replied, ‘It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in 
marriage before the older one. Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in 

return for another seven years of work.’ And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him 
his daughter Rachel to be his wife. Laban gave his servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her attendant. Jacob made 

love to Rachel also, and his love for Rachel was greater than his love for Leah. And he worked for Laban another 
seven years.’ Genesis 29:15-30 

Rachel was beautiful, and she was the first woman Jacob met and the love Jacob had for Rachel is clearly seen in 

these passages. Although possible, it seems doubtful that Laban allowed Jacob to live with him for free, Acts 20:34-
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35, so it’s highly probable that he was working for him during this month. And so, Jacob offers to work for 7 years so 

that he can marry Rachel. 

Jacob’s family had great wealth, but he doesn’t, so he isn’t used to working hard. Jacob had no wealth, but he didn’t 

want to refuse the offer. This is the first time he will be treated as a servant. 

Laban must have seen the love between Rachel and Jacob and he could have taken advantage of their love for one 

another. If we think about it, Rachel was the youngest and if Jacob loved her that much, Laban would know that he 

would be willing to work for him for seven years. 

Remember is Jewish custom, it was the eldest daughter, Leah who should get married first and then the others would 

follow. In this case, Laban had other ideas, he got everyone together to celebrate the wedding, but Laban switches 

Leah for Rachel. 

We don’t know why Jacob didn’t notice, possibly because of a head covering, the text does say it was evening, so it’s 

possible that it was so dark he couldn’t recognise her. 

REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED EARLIER IN 
GENESIS 27? 

Rebekah cooks the meat the way Isaac likes it, Genesis 27:9, as Isaac had requested Esau to do, Genesis 27:4. Jacob 

then wears Esau’s garments so that he would smell of the field like his brother, Genesis 27:15 / Genesis 27:27 and 

then Jacob wears goatskins on his arms and chest so that he would feel hairy like Esau, Genesis 27:16 / Genesis 

27:23. 

Jacob didn’t notice anything was up until the morning after the wedding celebrations, it was only then he realises he’s 

been deceived. Jacob the deceiver has now been deceived and he’s now reaping what he sowed. 

As you can imagine Jacob isn’t very happy about what took place, but his love for Rachel was simply too great and 

so, he agreed to work for another seven years for Laban, in order to marry Rachel. After Leah was given her week 

with Jacob, Rachel was then given to him in advance of the seven years of work he was to do for her. 

The whole problem here was that Jacob didn’t have a clue about the legalities concerning marriage in this part of the 

land and if he had simply asked about these legalities first, he would have saved himself a whole bunch of heartache. 

Now Laban was well aware of these legalities, he knew that the law of his land meant the eldest daughter should 

marry first, and possibly because Leah wasn’t as beautiful as Rachel, Leah had ‘weak eyes’, possibly meaning she 

had a squint in her eyes, he was struggling to find someone to marry her. Nonetheless, he managed to get another 

seven years of work out of Jacob, he knew exactly what he was doing. 

In a sense, God disciplined Jacob as he ended up working for Laban for twenty years in all. Jacob submitted to Laban 

because he had no other option. Jacob married Leah and Rachel who were sisters. But as we shall in a moment, 

there’s a whole host of problems which are coming because of Laban’s deceptiveness. 

‘When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved, he enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained childless. Leah 
became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, ‘It is because the LORD has seen my 

misery. Surely my husband will love me now.’ She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, 
‘Because the LORD heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.’ So, she named him Simeon. Again, she 

conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, ‘Now at last my husband will become attached to me, because I 
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have borne him three sons.’ So, he was named Levi. She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, 
‘This time I will praise the LORD.’ So, she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children.’ Genesis 29:31-35 

I don’t think any loving father would want to put any of his daughters in a situation where she wasn’t loved. It’s not 

that Jacob hated Leah, but he loved Rachel more. We can imagine how Leah must have felt, lonely, isolated and 

feeling unloved. 

But notice it was the Lord who saw Leah and recognised how she was feeling. She was innocent in all of this, but she 

must have been a woman of faith because she was greatly encouraged and comforted when the Lord opened her 

womb, so she could have children, while Rachel couldn’t. It seems as though Jacob just used Leah for sex because he 

didn’t love her. 

The good news is that God always looks after the unloved. The name Reuben means, ‘behold, a son’, and the name 

Simeon means, the Lord ‘has heard.’ These two names together that she had faith in and recognised God’s work was 

at hand. We can see how she longed for Jacob’s love and attention, as the name Levi means, ‘attachment’. 

Now she focuses on God for what he has done for her. The name Judah means ‘praise,’ which shows us how grateful 

she was for God allowing her to have four children. She would have had all four children over a period of four years, 

during which Rachel still didn’t have any children. 

Leah may have felt unloved by Jacob, but God loved her and blessed her richly, in fact, Levi would go on to become 

the tribe of priests who would serve God in His tabernacle and Judah who were to become the royal tribe, would 

come the Messiah. 

CHAPTER 30 

‘When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children, she became jealous of her sister. So, she said to 
Jacob, ‘Give me children, or I’ll die!’ Jacob became angry with her and said, ‘Am I in the place of God, who has kept 
you from having children?’ Then she said, ‘Here is Bilhah, my servant. Sleep with her so that she can bear children 
for me and I too can build a family through her.’ So, she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife. Jacob slept with her, 
and she became pregnant and bore him a son. Then Rachel said, ‘God has vindicated me; he has listened to my plea 
and given me a son.’ Because of this she named him Dan. Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a 

second son. Then Rachel said, ‘I have had a great struggle with my sister, and I have won.’ So, she named him 
Naphtali.’ Genesis 30:1-8 

It seems as though Rachel is so desperate to have children and although she knew that Jacob couldn’t do anything to 

help her, this was God’s department, Jacob seems to at least empathise with her frustration. They both come to the 

conclusion that the only way she can have children was by doing what Abraham and Sarah did with Hagar, Genesis 

16:2. 

Rachel gave Jacob her servant Bilhah so that she could have children which Rachel could raise. After Jacob had slept 

with Bilhah, she conceived children, Dan was first to be born, whose name means ‘he has vindicated’, and then 

Naphtali was born, whose name means, ‘my struggle’. 

‘When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 
Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. Then Leah said, ‘What good fortune!’ So, she named him Gad. Leah’s 

servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. Then Leah said, ‘How happy I am! The women will call me happy.’ So, she 
named him Asher.’ Genesis 30:9-13 
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When we read these passages it’s so easy to wonder why there is so much emphasis on having children. We must 

remember that having large families was important back then as it was a sign that God was blessing you and it also 

gives the impression of power. 

It seems as though that Leah now recognised, she couldn’t have any more children, so get gets some help from her 

servant named Zilpah. Jacob then sleeps with her and Zilpah gives birth to a child and names him Gad, which means, 

‘good fortune’, and then she has another child named Asher, whose name means ‘happy’. 

‘During wheat harvest, Reuben went out into the fields and found some mandrake plants, which he brought to his 
mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, ‘Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.’ But she said to her, ‘Wasn’t it 

enough that you took away my husband? Will you take my son’s mandrakes too?’ ‘Very well,’ Rachel said, ‘he can 
sleep with you tonight in return for your son’s mandrakes.’ So, when Jacob came in from the fields that evening, 

Leah went out to meet him. ‘You must sleep with me,’ she said. ‘I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.’ So, he 
slept with her that night. God listened to Leah, and she became pregnant and bore Jacob a fifth son. Then Leah said, 

‘God has rewarded me for giving my servant to my husband.’ So, she named him Issachar. Leah conceived again and 
bore Jacob a sixth son. Then Leah said, ‘God has presented me with a precious gift. This time my husband will treat 
me with honour, because I have borne him six sons.’ So, she named him Zebulun. Sometime later she gave birth to a 

daughter and named her Dinah.’ Genesis 30:14-21 

The reason Reuben went to find some mandrake plants was because at that time they believed that these would help 

with fertility. Although Rachel still couldn’t have children, Leah went on to have a fifth child and he was named, 

Issachar, which means ‘reward’. Sometime later she gave birth to her sixth child and named him Zebulun, which 

means, ‘honour’. 

Later still, she had another child whose name is Dinah, which means ‘judgment’, this was Jacob’s only daughter. 

‘Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and enabled her to conceive. She became pregnant and gave birth 
to a son and said, ‘God has taken away my disgrace.’ She named him Joseph, and said, ‘May the LORD add to me 

another son.’ Genesis 30:22-24 

Here we see that God blessed Rachel and her frustration was over. God opened up her womb, and she became 

pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Joseph, which means ‘he may add’. This is Rachel’s first son and 

Jacob’s eleventh. This was all part of God’s plan, Isaiah 55:8-9. 

‘After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, ‘Send me on my way so I can go back to my own homeland. 
Give me my wives and children, for whom I have served you, and I will be on my way. You know how much work 

I’ve done for you.’ But Laban said to him, ‘If I have found favour in your eyes, please stay. I have learned by 
divination that the LORD has blessed me because of you.’ He added, ‘Name your wages, and I will pay them.’ Jacob 
said to him, ‘You know how I have worked for you and how your livestock has fared under my care. The little you 

had before I came has increased greatly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I have been. But now, when may I 
do something for my own household?’ ‘What shall I give you?’ he asked. ‘Don’t give me anything,’ Jacob replied. 

‘But if you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching over them: Let me go through 
all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-coloured lamb and every 
spotted or speckled goat. They will be my wages. And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you 

check on the wages you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is 
not dark-coloured, will be considered stolen.’ ‘Agreed,’ said Laban. ‘Let it be as you have said.’ That same day he 
removed all the male goats that were streaked or spotted, and all the speckled or spotted female goats (all that had 

white on them) and all the dark-coloured lambs, and he placed them in the care of his sons. Then he put a three-day 
journey between himself and Jacob, while Jacob continued to tend the rest of Laban’s flocks.’ Genesis 30:25-36 

Jacob knows it is time to go home and he knows where he belongs. There’s no doubt that Laban was a selfish man 

because he deceived Jacob into working for him for an extra seven years. Here he asks Jacob to stay with him only 

because he has been richly blessed by God for Jacob to stay with him all this time. 

In other words, he only wanted Jacob to stay because he thought Jacob was the reason, he was being so blessed. 
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It’s now Jacob’s turn to get something from Laban, and so, Jacob took the offer so that he could get the best animals 

from Laban’s flocks. Jacob wanted to reject the speckled, spotted, not dark coloured, and the spotted and speckled 

goats because these animals were considered the inferior breed of the flocks. 

He would use these dark coloured sheep and goats to develop his own flocks. The reason for doing this is simple 

enough, it would make it easier to spot which animals belonged to Laban and which animals belonged to Jacob. 

Sadly, we see once again the kind of character Laban is, on the very day that the deal was made, he secretly removed 

from his flocks the coloured goats and sheep that Jacob had said he wanted. 

‘Jacob, however, took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almond and plane trees and made white stripes on them by 
peeling the bark and exposing the white inner wood of the branches. Then he placed the peeled branches in all the 

watering troughs, so that they would be directly in front of the flocks when they came to drink. When the flocks were 
in heat and came to drink, they mated in front of the branches. And they bore young that were streaked or speckled or 
spotted. Jacob set apart the young of the flock by themselves, but made the rest face the streaked and dark-coloured 

animals that belonged to Laban. Thus, he made separate flocks for himself and did not put them with Laban’s 
animals. Whenever the stronger females were in heat, Jacob would place the branches in the troughs in front of the 

animals, so they would mate near the branches, but if the animals were weak, he would not place them there. So, the 
weak animals went to Laban and the strong ones to Jacob. In this way the man grew exceedingly prosperous and 

came to own large flocks, and female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.’ Genesis 30:37-43 

There isn’t anything superstitious about what Jacob does here, this is God’s work. We know this is God’s work 

because later he tells his wives, this is God’s work, Genesis 31:10-12. 

What Jacob was doing in the breeding process, was restraining the breeding with the males that had irregular 

colouring. When the goats and sheep gave birth, he separated the irregular coloured ones in order that they alone are 

raised for breeding among themselves. 

He kept the spotted and speckled animals for himself and left the other animals for Laban. As a result of this breeding 

process, Jacob’s livestock increased abundantly. 

CHAPTER 31 

‘Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were saying, ‘Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained all this 
wealth from what belonged to our father.’ And Jacob noticed that Laban’s attitude toward him was not what it had 
been. Then the LORD said to Jacob, ‘Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with 

you.’ So, Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where his flocks were. He said to them, ‘I see 
that your father’s attitude toward me is not what it was before, but the God of my father has been with me. You know 

that I’ve worked for your father with all my strength, yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages ten 
times. However, God has not allowed him to harm me. If he said, ‘The speckled ones will be your wages,’ then all the 

flocks gave birth to speckled young; and if he said, ‘The streaked ones will be your wages,’ then all the flocks bore 
streaked young. So, God has taken away your father’s livestock and has given them to me. ‘In breeding season, I 

once had a dream in which I looked up and saw that the male goats mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or 
spotted. The angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob.’ I answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he said, ‘Look up and see 

that all the male goats mating with the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen all that Laban has been 
doing to you. I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now leave this 

land at once and go back to your native land.’ Then Rachel and Leah replied, ‘Do we still have any share in the 
inheritance of our father’s estate? Does he not regard us as foreigners? Not only has he sold us, but he has used up 

what was paid for us. Surely all the wealth that God took away from our father belongs to us and our children. So, do 
whatever God has told you.’ Genesis 31:1-16 

We must point out that when Jacob arrived at Laban’s house, he had nothing, but after serving him for many years, 

he’s certainly leaving a lot wealthier than when he first arrived. And so, because of this Laban’s sons were becoming 
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increasingly jealous and so Jacob noticed that something wasn’t right. 1 Corinthians 3:3 / James 3:16 / 1 Corinthians 

13:4 / Titus 3:3 / Matthew 27:18. 

Not only did Jacob know something wasn’t right, but so did the Lord, hence He tells him to return to his homeland, 

which is back to where Isaac and Rebekah lived. 

Notice that Jacob had to demonstrate faith in action, he had to return to the land and then God promised He would be 

with him. In other words, he had to act first in faith to receive the promise of God being with him. 

Jacob told Laban’s sons that their father had cheated him of his wages, by changing his wages. This may well be the 

way things were done in their culture, but it was still dishonest, and God recognised this as dishonest too. Jacob goes 

ahead and tells Rachel and Leah that it was time to leave. 

Jacob goes on to assure Rachel and Leah that everything which happened concerning their father’s flock was the 

work of God and not his own idea. In other words, it was God’s will that Jacob should prosper so that he could return 

to his homeland wealthier. 

Rachel and Leah acknowledged that their father didn’t deal with Jacob honestly and so, they agree to leave secretly 

from their father’s household. Laban has become their enemy and he and his sons needed to get right with 

God, Revelation 2:4-5. 

Whilst Jacob gained two wives and several sheep and goats, Laban lost two daughters, his grandchildren and most of 

his flock. Surely there’s a lesson here about dishonesty and reaping the consequences. 

‘Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, and he drove all his livestock ahead of him, along with all the 
goods he had accumulated in Paddan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of Canaan. When Laban had gone to 

shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father’s household gods. Moreover, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not 
telling him he was running away. So, he fled with all he had, crossed the Euphrates River, and headed for the hill 
country of Gilead. On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled. Taking his relatives with him, he pursued 

Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill country of Gilead. Then God came to Laban the Aramean in a 
dream at night and said to him, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’ Genesis 31:17-24 

The plan to leave Laban’s land was now underway, and they leave without saying goodbye, but notice that Jacob puts 

his livestock ahead of him and his children. Usually, the head of the house would lead the way but here it’s the 

opposite. 

WHY? 

Possibly because Jacob remembered that Esau was going to be a real danger when he returned. 

WHY DID RACHEL TAKE THE HOUSEHOLD GODS? 

They were like an inheritance, they were the deeds of ownership of the property of Laban and so, whoever possessed 

them had legal rights to the inheritance of Laban. 

Rachel and Leah were wrong to look to Laban for their inheritance because they were married to Jacob, they should 

be looking to him for their inheritance. 
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Notice that God came to Laban in a dream, in that dream God basically warned Him not to speak harshly against 

Jacob. God was simply putting fear into Laban’s heart. 

‘Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of Gilead when Laban overtook him, and Laban and his relatives 
camped there too. Then Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done? You’ve deceived me, and you’ve carried off my 
daughters like captives in war. Why did you run off secretly and deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me, so I could send 
you away with joy and singing to the music of timbrels and harps? You didn’t even let me kiss my grandchildren and 
my daughters goodbye. You have done a foolish thing. I have the power to harm you; but last night the God of your 
father said to me, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’ Now you have gone off because you 
longed to return to your father’s household. But why did you steal my gods?’ Jacob answered Laban, ‘I was afraid, 

because I thought you would take your daughters away from me by force. But if you find anyone who has your gods, 
that person shall not live. In the presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether there is anything of yours here 
with me; and if so, take it.’ Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods. So, Laban went into Jacob’s 
tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he found nothing. After he came out of 
Leah’s tent, he entered Rachel’s tent. Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them inside her camel’s 

saddle and was sitting on them. Laban searched through everything in the tent but found nothing. Rachel said to her 
father, ‘Don’t be angry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your presence; I’m having my period.’ So, he searched but 

could not find the household gods.’ Genesis 31:25-35 

The word hypocrisy comes to mind here when we read about what Laban accuses Jacob of. He accused Jacob of 

stealing his family, being rude in the way he left, ignoring his so-called generosity, and being denied the right to send 

his daughters away with a feast. Laban doesn’t seem to realise that he was guilty of everything he was accusing Jacob 

of. 

He even accused Jacob of being a thief, he accused him of stealing the household gods. We must remember that 

Jacob had no idea that Rachel had taken them. notice how Jacob deals with all these accusations, he didn’t defend 

himself in any shape or form. This shows the kind of character that Jacob is now becoming. 

Laban is looking for household his gods but couldn’t find them because Rachel was sitting on them. She obviously 

had hidden them in the saddle of her camel and so, when everyone is searching for them, she comes out with the 

excuse that she was on her monthly period, which we know was a lie. 

‘Jacob was angry and took Laban to task. ‘What is my crime?’ he asked Laban. ‘How have I wronged you that you 
hunt me down? Now that you have searched through all my goods, what have you found that belongs to your 

household? Put it here in front of your relatives and mine and let them judge between the two of us. ‘I have been with 
you for twenty years now. Your sheep and goats have not miscarried, nor have I eaten rams from your flocks. I did 

not bring you animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever 
was stolen by day or night. This was my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and 

sleep fled from my eyes. It was like this for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen years 
for your two daughters and six years for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. If the God of my father, 

the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you would surely have sent me away empty-
handed. But God has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands, and last night he rebuked you.’ Genesis 31:36-42 

Because Jacob had been accused of all kinds of things, especially stealing Laban’s household gods, we can 

understand why Jacob would become angry, he was basically being accused of being a thief. He goes to rebuke 

Laban because of his behaviour and the way he has treated Jacob since he arrived at Laban’s house. 

Jacob reminds Laban that it was God who was blessing him, if God wants to bless him then he would have left with 

nothing. He also reminds him that God Himself rebuked Laban in a dream. 

‘Laban answered Jacob, ‘The women are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks. 
All you see is mine. Yet what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about the children they have borne? 

Come now, let’s make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve as a witness between us.’ So, Jacob took a stone and set 
it up as a pillar. He said to his relatives, ‘Gather some stones.’ So, they took stones and piled them in a heap, and they 
ate there by the heap. Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, and Jacob called it Galeed. Laban said, ‘This heap is a witness 
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between you and me today.’ That is why it was called Galeed. It was also called Mizpah, because he said, ‘May the 
LORD keep watch between you and me when we are away from each other. If you mistreat my daughters or if you 
take any wives besides my daughters, even though no one is with us, remember that God is a witness between you 
and me.’ Laban also said to Jacob, ‘Here is this heap, and here is this pillar I have set up between you and me. This 
heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that I will not go past this heap to your side to harm you and that you 

will not go past this heap and pillar to my side to harm me. May the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God 
of their father, judge between us.’ So, Jacob took an oath in the name of the Fear of his father Isaac. He offered a 

sacrifice there in the hill country and invited his relatives to a meal. After they had eaten, they spent the night there. 
Early the next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then he left and returned 

home.’ Genesis 31:43-55 

The reality of God being involved in everything, seems to have finally struck a chord with Laban and so, he 

recognises that Jacob isn’t his slave and everything Jacob owns is legally his. He asks Jacob to make a covenant, 

normally to establish a covenant, some kind of memorial was erected made from stone, oaths were then shared and 

then some kind of feast was held, where they could eat the meat from a sacrificed animal. 

Notice that Laban named the heap of stones ‘Jegar-sahadutha’, but Jacob named it Galeed, which means ‘witness 

heap’. It was also called Mizpah which means, ‘watchtower’. The idea is that if you do wrong, God will see it and 

will punish you. 

The agreement was that Laban wouldn’t increase his territory south of the monument and Jacob wouldn’t increase his 

north of the monument in order that they not trespass on one another’s lands. 

Laban goes on to ask Jacob to treat his daughters well but also not to take any more wives. Laban seems to know that 

having more wives only brings about more trouble, especially if they are Canaanite women. 

They depart from each other and this is the last time we hear of Laban, who was clearly a man of the world. 

CHAPTER 32 

‘Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. When Jacob saw them, he said, ‘This is the camp of 
God!’ So, he named that place Mahanaim. Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, 

the country of Edom. He instructed them: ‘This is what you are to say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says, I 
have been staying with Laban and have remained there till now. I have cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, male and 

female servants. Now I am sending this message to my lord, that I may find favour in your eyes.’ When the 
messengers returned to Jacob, they said, ‘We went to your brother Esau, and now he is coming to meet you, and four 
hundred men are with him.’ In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups, 
and the flocks and herds and camels as well. He thought, ‘If Esau comes and attacks one group, the group that is left 

may escape.’ Genesis 32:1-8 

Jacob’s faith in God continues to get stronger, after dealing with Laban and his sons, he now has to face his brother 

Esau. The last time Esau saw Jacob he told him if he saw him again, he would kill him, Genesis 27:41. And Jacob, be 

very aware of his brother’s threat went on his way, but he’s met by the angels of God, Hebrews 1:14. 

The word ‘Mahanaim’ means two camps, Jacob’s camp which is his family and God’s camp which is the angels 

surrounding him for protection. In other words, he wasn’t to be afraid of meeting Esau because God was with him 

and He sent His angels to protect him and his family. 

Jacob wants to reconcile with Esau and sends a messenger to tell Esau that he doesn’t want anything from him. 

Remember that Jacob’s mother told him to stay away from Esau until it was safe to return, Genesis 27:45, but it 

seems that Jacob never received that message. Jacob is scared and had forgotten about God. 
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It seems Jacob is honest enough with himself to recognise that he needed to explain his past sins to his brother and so, 

the offering he makes to Esau is basically an offering seeking forgiveness and to demonstrate his repentance. 

Notice that Jacob is greatly afraid and distressed, this is because of what he had done to his brother in the past and so, 

he must have thought that the 400 men were sent to him as some kind of punishment. His favourite people were at the 

back so that if anything happened, they could maybe escape. 

‘Then Jacob prayed, ‘O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, LORD, you who said to me, ‘Go back to 
your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you 

have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two camps. Save 
me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with 

their children. But you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be counted.’ Genesis 32:9-12 

Jacob realises that he needs God and prays to God and quotes what God had told him earlier. He obviously knows he 

and his family couldn’t outrun 400 men and so, he turns to the Lord for help and places his trust in Him. 

God told him that He would prosper and make his descendants like the sand of the sea, uncountable. Jacob wasn’t 

worthy to have God do what he did but relied on God to do it for him. As Christians, we too, need to claim God’s 

promises not because we deserve them but because God promised them. 

Jacob’s prayer is answered but his real enemy was his own worldly nature, not Esau. 

‘He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his brother Esau: two hundred female 
goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty female camels with their young, forty cows 

and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. He put them in the care of his servants, each herd by 
itself, and said to his servants, ‘Go ahead of me, and keep some space between the herds.’ He instructed the one in the 
lead: ‘When my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you belong to, and where are you going, and who owns 
all these animals in front of you?’ then you are to say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my 
lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.’ He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the 

herds: ‘You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming 
behind us.’ For he thought, ‘I will pacify him with these gifts I am sending on ahead; later, when I see him, perhaps 

he will receive me.’ So, Jacob’s gifts went on ahead of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp.’ Genesis 
32:13-21 

Jacob sends many gifts to Esau and it’s evident that he’s doing everything he can to try and appease what he thought 

was the coming onslaught from his brother. 

He did everything he could to seek forgiveness from his brother so that their relationship could be mended and the 

two of them can be reconciled. 

‘That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of 
the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So, Jacob was left alone, and a 
man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of 

Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is 
daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ 

‘Jacob,’ he answered. Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled 
with God and with humans and have overcome.’ Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he replied, ‘Why do you 
ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there. So, Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because I saw God face to 

face, and yet my life was spared.’ The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
Therefore, to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the socket of 

Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.’ Genesis 32:22-32 

This is surely one of the most amazing and yet very complex texts within the Scriptures. This is Jacob’s last night on 

his own on this side of the place but notice that Jacob wrestled with a man until daybreak. 
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WHO IS THIS MAN? 

Some believe it was God in human form, the Son of God, and others believe it was an angel. Let’s break the text 

down and look at these two possibilities and then you can make up your own mind. 

AN ANGEL 

Notice that although Jacob asked for a name, the man didn’t give him one. It seems that Jacob came to the conclusion 

that the man he wrestled with was actually God because this man knew everything about his past and because he 

damaged his hip joint with a single touch. 

‘In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. He struggled with the angel and 

overcame him; he wept and begged for his favour. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there— the LORD 

God Almighty, the LORD is his name!’ Hosea 12:3-5 

Now notice the parallel’s here, Jacob struggled with God, but he struggled with the angel. The way to understand this 

passage is possible by reminding ourselves, that the word ‘angel’ means a messenger. As an angel, he is a 

representative of God, which would mean that Jacob wrestled with God’s representative and therefore he wrestled 

with God. 

GOD IN THE FLESH, THE SON OF GOD 

When we go back to the Genesis account, we see that Jacob wanted a blessing from the man and wanted to know the 

man’s name. He received the blessing, but not the name. However, Hosea said that Jacob received the blessing but 

found the name of his benefactor in Bethel and it was there it was revealed that the blessing came from the Lord God 

of hosts, Genesis 35:9-15 / Hosea 12:3-5. 

It’s because of these parallels that many people believe that Jacob wrestled with the being known as ‘the angel of the 

Lord.’ It’s certainly possible that this is God the Son who interacted with men in the form of an angel. Notice again, 

Hosea says he was an angel, Hosea 12:4, and He was God, Hosea 12:3. 

It’s possible that Hosea 12:5 is a later answer to Jacob’s question, the Lord is His name. So, it’s reasonably possible 

to believe that Jacob wrestled with God, in the form of a man. 

CONCLUSION 

This is one of those areas where we may never come to a definite answer, in the grand scale of things it doesn’t really 

matter who this person was who was wrestling with Jacob. 

Let’s get back to the text, notice that when Jacob was wrestling with the man, his hip was dislocated, this was to be a 

permanent reminder to him of this occasion. Kind of like Paul’s thorn in the flesh, 2 Corinthians 12:8-9. 
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Despite having a dislocated hip, Jacob doesn’t give up and continues to wrestle with the very person he wanted a 

blessing from Jacob is determined not to let go of the man, he openly admits his name is Jacob which means deceiver 

and because he wouldn’t give up his name was changed to Israel which means, ‘he struggles with God’. 

A name change usually signifies a change of identity and character. When his name is mentioned as Jacob from now 

on, this is an indication that he’s returning to his old self. When his name is mentioned as Israel from now on, this is 

an indication that his mind is set on God. 

I’m sure we’ve all had times when we struggle in prayer with God to bless us or others around us. Jacob didn’t know 

exactly who he was struggling with, whether it was an angel of God in the flesh but he does name the place, ‘Peniel,’ 

which means ‘face of God’. He possibly named it this because he didn’t know the man’s name. 

This is the first memory from God to Jacob. Not only was his hip dislocated in order for him to remember the 

occasion, it is dislocated to remind him that this whole wrestling match was real and not some kind of dream or 

vision. 

Notice that Jacob now had a limp, this is the second constant reminder from God, that the tendon would not be 

touched. 

This is the turning point of Jacob’s life, he wanted a blessing because he knew now that he needed God. The blessing 

was the passing of his old life and the coming of his new life. Before any of us can face our enemies, we must first of 

all, face God. 

CHAPTER 33 

‘Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so, he divided the children among Leah, 
Rachel and the two female servants. He put the female servants and their children in front, Leah and her children 

next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he 
approached his brother. But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed 

him. And they wept. Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. ‘Who are these with you?’ he asked. 
Jacob answered, ‘They are the children God has graciously given your servant.’ Then the female servants and their 
children approached and bowed down. Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph 
and Rachel, and they too bowed down. Esau asked, ‘What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?’ ‘To 

find favour in your eyes, my lord,’ he said. But Esau said, ‘I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for 
yourself.’ ‘No, please!’ said Jacob. ‘If I have found favour in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face 
is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received me favourably. Please accept the present that was brought 

to you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.’ And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.’ Genesis 
33:1-11 

Jacob is now trusting in God more and his faith is growing, but he still has some growing to do, he still needs to trust 

God more. Jacob is now in Esau’s land and when he looks up, he sees his brother Esau, he’s obviously still a little 

frightened because he divides his family up, just in case fighting breaks out. 

Notice also that he bowed down seven times to Esau which was a sign of submission and humility. We can only 

imagine what Jacob was thinking when he saw his brother running toward him and we can only imagine what he was 

thinking when his brother embraced him. We can imagine the relief in Jacob’s mind at this point as both brothers 

finally put the past to rest and begin to cry. 
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In offering Esau some of his flock, Jacob, it seems, is trying to gain favour with his brother, in other words, he’s 

trying to buy his favour. But Esau isn’t having any of this and so he tells Jacob he’s got enough flock of his own. 

Esau recognises that he is already blessed and doesn’t need any more blessings, especially bought blessings. 

Notice the huge compliment Jacob gives Esau, he says, ‘For to see your face is like seeing the face of God.’ It’s 

almost as though Jacob sees God at work in Esau, he recognises that all his fear of his brother has now gone. He 

thought his brother was going to kill him but instead, his brother ran to him, embraced him and they cried 

together, Luke 15:11-32. Esau forgave his brother and Jacob received that forgiveness, it’s clear that God was 

working on both of their hearts. 

Esau finally accepts the gifts from Jacob, the acceptance of these gifts was just as important as the giving of these 

gifts. Giving and receiving of gifts is usually done between friends, and is a sign of godliness, 1 Timothy 6:6. 

‘Then Esau said, ‘Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany you.’ But Jacob said to him, ‘My lord knows that the children 
are tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that are nursing their young. If they are driven hard just one 

day, all the animals will die. So, let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the 
flocks and herds before me and the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.’ Esau said, ‘Then let me 

leave some of my men with you.’ ‘But why do that?’ Jacob asked. ‘Just let me find favour in the eyes of my lord.’ So 
that day Esau started on his way back to Seir. Jacob, however, went to Sukkoth, where he built a place for himself 

and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the place is called Sukkoth. After Jacob came from Paddan Aram, he 
arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of the city. For a hundred pieces of silver, he 
bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. There he set up 

an altar and called it El Elohe Israel.’ Genesis 33:12-20 

Esau wants to accompany Jacob, but Jacob’s family seemingly couldn’t keep up with Esau’s men and so, Jacob 

suggests that they part ways. Jacob wants to go to Sukkoth and then on to Shechem, Genesis 12:6. Jacob gets to 

Shechem in the Promised Land but doesn’t go on to Bethel as God asked him to, Genesis 31:3. 

He did build an altar, but God wants obedience not sacrifice, 1 Samuel 15:22-24 / Jeremiah 7:21-23. God wanted him 

to go to Bethel, Genesis 31:3, but Jacob stayed there, and it was here that he set up an altar, El Elohe- Israel, which 

means, ‘God, the God of Israel’. 

CHAPTER 34 

‘Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. When Shechem son of 
Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and raped her. His heart was drawn to Dinah daughter of 
Jacob; he loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. And Shechem said to his father Hamor, ‘Get me this girl 

as my wife.’ When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in the fields with his 
livestock; so, he did nothing about it until they came home. Then Shechem’s father Hamor went out to talk with 

Jacob. Meanwhile, Jacob’s sons had come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had happened. They were 
shocked and furious, because Shechem had done an outrageous thing in Israel by sleeping with Jacob’s daughter—a 

thing that should not be done.’ Genesis 34:1-7 

The first thing we notice whilst reading through this chapter is that God isn’t mentioned at all throughout. Jacob puts 

himself and his family in a bad situation and surrounds himself with ungodly people and as a result, he finds himself 

reaping the consequences of his own decisions and actions. 

Jacob had taken his family to a place they should have never been. He was at Shechem for the wrong reasons, wealth 

and there was a city nearby, Genesis 33:18. 

Dinah was Leah’s daughter and Jacob’s only daughter and any female who was alone were regarded as being 

available and if anything happened the person involved didn’t need to apologise. 
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HOW COULD DINAH DO THIS? WHY DIDN’T JACOB 
LOOK AFTER HER? 

It was Jacob’s compromise with worldly things, that put them in this situation. No one deserves to be raped, but here 

it seems Dinah, unknowingly put herself in a situation where she mingled with pagan people who had more or less no 

moral standards. 

Shechem, who was the son of Hamor the Hivite, took advantage of the teenager, and it’s clear that he wants Dinah, 

not for love but purely just for sex. He probably wanted to marry her in order to add her to his collection, so to speak. 

Dinah was given no choice but to submit to him. 

Jacob’s attitude wasn’t very good, notice, he wasn’t upset when he found out that Dinah had been raped, in fact, he 

doesn’t do anything until the family of sons could be brought together. If the leaders of any household or a church 

don’t do anything, when problems arise, then people will take the law into their own hands. 

‘But Hamor said to them, ‘My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife. 
Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for yourselves. You can settle among us; the land 
is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire property in it.’ Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father and brothers, 

‘Let me find favour in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask. Make the price for the bride and the gift I am 
to bring as great as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the young woman as my wife.’ Genesis 

34:8-12 

There’s now a meeting of two families, Hamor and Shechem meet and it seems, Shechem wanted to make 

intermarriages but this would be dangerous. When we read these verses, it seems as though Dinah’s brothers were 

calm and collective but I’m sure underneath all of that they would be raging. 

Hamor was arguing that Jacob and his sons would be given the privilege of intermarriage with his family and the 

bonus of trading the land and ownership of property. This offer if it tells us anything, it tells us that Jacob and his 

family were still seen as travellers in this land, even though they’ve been here for 10 years. 

‘Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his father 
Hamor. They said to them, ‘We can’t do such a thing; we can’t give our sister to a man who is not circumcised. That 
would be a disgrace to us. We will enter into an agreement with you on one condition only: that you become like us 
by circumcising all your males. Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters for ourselves. We’ll 

settle among you and become one people with you. But if you will not agree to be circumcised, we’ll take our sister 
and go.’ Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. The young man, who was the most honoured of 

all his father’s family, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted with Jacob’s daughter. So 
Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their city to speak to the men of their city. ‘These men are friendly 
toward us,’ they said. ‘Let them live in our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry 
their daughters and they can marry ours. But the men will agree to live with us as one people only on the condition 

that our males be circumcised, as they themselves are. Won’t their livestock, their property and all their other animals 
become ours? So, let us agree to their terms, and they will settle among us.’ All the men who went out of the city gate 

agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised.’ Genesis 34:13-24 

Notice that Dinah’s brothers replied ‘deceitfully’ to Shechem and Hamor, they make them an offer which was 

circumcision. It’s clear they have evil intentions, but they cover them up with godly words. They felt justified in what 

they were doing because of the way their sister was treated and they were going to use this covenant to attack the 

people. 

Dinah’s brothers had absolutely no intention of allowing their sister to intermarry and so, they came up with a plan to 

have Hamor’s men in such a weak physical condition after being circumcised that they would simply strike them 

dead. Hamor and Shechem are clearly worldly and materialistic in their thinking. 
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‘Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took 

their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male. They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the 
sword and took Dinah from Shechem’s house and left. The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the 
city where their sister had been defiled. They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of theirs 
in the city and out in the fields. They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, taking as plunder 

everything in the houses. Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, ‘You have brought trouble on me by making me 
obnoxious to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are few in number, and if they join 

forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed.’ But they replied, ‘Should he have treated our 
sister like a prostitute?’ Genesis 34:25-31 

Simeon and Levi massacred all of the men, but this action actually disgraced this covenant. They were following their 

father’s attitude and they did it because their sister has been disgraced. 

It’s clear that Jacob knew absolutely nothing about this plan and was really upset about it and his fear now was that 

the other families of the Canaanites and Perizzites would get together and fight against Jacob and his family. 

Jacob is only bothered about himself, but the truth is, he brought trouble onto himself, he taught his children to be 

deceptive, and they must have heard him lie to Esau. 

Jacob and his family saw the wealth of the place instead of where God wanted them to go, this whole event could 

have been easily missed if only Jacob had obeyed God’s command to go to Bethel, Genesis 31:3. 

CHAPTER 35 

‘Then God said to Jacob, ‘Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, who appeared to you 
when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.’ So, Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, ‘Get 
rid of the foreign gods you have with you and purify yourselves and change your clothes. Then come, let us go up to 

Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been with me 
wherever I have gone.’ So, they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried 
them under the oak at Shechem. Then they set out, and the terror of God fell on the towns all around them so that no 

one pursued them. Jacob and all the people with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. There he 
built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, because it was there that God revealed himself to him when he was 

fleeing from his brother.’ Genesis 35:1-7 

In contrast to the last chapter where God isn’t mentioned once, in this chapter we see that God is mentioned twelve 

times. Jacob had to leave Shechem and go back to Bethel, this was the very place where God first appeared to him 

when he was running away from Esau. 

Jacob’s family starts again, this starts after Jacob gets right with God, and it seems that the children kept household 

gods just like Rachel. Jacob knew this wasn’t a good idea and so took the lead as head of the family to get rid of 

them. Obviously, the danger was idolatry and so Jacob buried them under an oak tree at Shechem. 

They changed their clothes which was a symbol of new for old, Jude 23 / Ephesians 4:22-24. Even earrings had a 

pagan connection. 

Notice the ‘terror of God fell on the towns’, it seems that the people who lived in these towns must have heard what 

Simeon and Levi did to Shechem and Hamor, Genesis 34:25-31. 

Jacob proceeds to build an altar and called the place ‘El Bethel’ which means, ‘God of Bethel’. 

‘Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was buried under the oak outside Bethel. So, it was named Allon Bakuth. 
After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed him. God said to him, ‘Your name 
is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.’ So, he named him Israel. And God said to 
him, ‘I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from 
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you, and kings will be among your descendants. The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will 

give this land to your descendants after you.’ Then God went up from him at the place where he had talked with him. 
Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offering on it; he 

also poured oil on it. Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.’ Genesis 35:8-15 

Here we read about the death of Deborah, who was Rebekah’s nurse, afterwards, God appears to Jacob and blesses 

him. Notice also that God now calls Jacob, ‘Israel’. God once again reminds him of the promises He made to 

Abraham, that many nations and kings would come from his descendants, Genesis 17:5-6. 

And so, now as promised, Jacob will have many nations and kings come through his descendants and the land 

promise if mentioned. God seems to speak to Jacob in bodily form, hence ‘He went up from him’. 

Jacob proceeds to set up a stone pillar as a memorial to where the promises of God were made to him. This was an act 

of faith by Jacob that he would follow God and keep His covenant with Him. 

The drink offerings were a way of expressing gratitude towards God, Exodus 29:40-41 / Leviticus 23:13 / Numbers 

15:5-7 / Philippians 2:17 / 2 Timothy 4:6. 

‘Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and 
had great difficulty. And as she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, ‘Don’t despair, for 

you have another son.’ As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni. But his father 
named him Benjamin. So, Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Over her tomb 

Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb.’ Genesis 35:16-20 

Here we read the sad account of Rachel dying moments after she gives birth to a son. It doesn’t seem all that long ago 

when Rachel was pleading with Jacob for children, Genesis 30:1, she had a second son and then died. 

Rachel named the child, Ben-Oni, which means ‘son of my trouble’, but Jacob changed his name to Benjamin which 

means ‘son of my right hand’. 

It’s interesting that the words, ‘right hand’ speak of authority, Exodus 15:6 / Psalm 16:8 / Psalm 63:8 / Colossians 

3:1 / Ephesians 1:20-23 / Hebrews 8:1. It’s possible that Jacob changed his son’s name for good reason. 

Jacob honours Rachel by setting up a memorial for her. If this teaches us anything, it teaches us that just because we 

do God’s will doesn’t mean that everything will be right. 

‘Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder. While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went 
in and slept with his father’s concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard of it. Jacob had twelve sons: The sons of Leah: 

Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun. The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 
The sons of Rachel’s servant Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali. The sons of Leah’s servant Zilpah: Gad and Asher. These 

were the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in Paddan Aram. Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, near 
Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years. Then he 
breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried 

him.’ Genesis 35:21-29 

After the sadness of Rachel’s death and the happiness of Benjamin being born, it’s not long before sin raises its ugly 

head again. here we read that Rueben sins with Bilhah as he sleeps with his father’s concubine. He obviously had no 

respect for Jacob, his authority as head of the house and his household. 

It’s now we begin to understand why Rueben, Simeon and Levi will be disqualified from the seed promise, it would 

be Judah who would bring the seed promise. I’m sure Ruben must have thought nothing was going to happen because 

Jacob doesn’t deal with it there and then, but later Rueben would be excluded as a leader in the covenant, Genesis 

49:3-4. 

This list of Jacob’s sons is according to their mothers who were Leah and Rachel, with the sons of the handmaids, 

Bilhah and Zilpah placed second. Interestingly, the list says that they were born in Paddan Aram but doesn’t say 

anything about Benjamin being born in Canaan. 
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For Jacob, it must have felt like a lifetime ago when he heard his father, Isaac said, he was going to die, Genesis 27:1-

2, but Isaac lived until Jacob came back from Laban’s house. 

Notice that Esau and Jacob buried their father together, it seems the hostility between them has finally gone. 

CHAPTER 36 

‘This is the account of the family line of Esau (that is, Edom). Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan: Adah 
daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite—also 
Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, and 

Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who were born to him in Canaan. Esau took 
his wives and sons and daughters and all the members of his household, as well as his livestock and all his other 

animals and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan and moved to a land some distance from his brother Jacob. Their 
possessions were too great for them to remain together; the land where they were staying could not support them both 

because of their livestock. So, Esau (that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of Seir.’ Genesis 36:1-8 

Most people aren’t really interested in genealogies, usually because they find them boring and so, they tend to just 

skip over any long list of names they come across in the Scriptures. However, as I’ve mentioned before it was very 

important for the Jews to be able to trace their ancestry back in time to its beginnings. 

In this chapter, we read about Esau’s genealogy and the rulers of Edom who were continually causing trouble for 

God’s people. It’s pretty difficult to identify some of these people mentioned because it was very common for people 

to change their names during this period of time. 

Notice that Esau is called ‘Edom’ twice in the text, this is simply to emphasise his genealogy and let the readers know 

that Esau became the Edomites, Genesis 25:30. Notice also that Jacob and Esau separate from one another. 

The Edomites are mentioned 130 times in relation to opposing Jacob’s descendants, they were a constant thorn in 

their side for many, many years until God finally destroyed them as a nation, Deuteronomy 23:7 / Numbers 20:21 / 2 

Samuel 8:14 / 2 kings 8:16-22 / Obadiah. 

‘This is the account of the family line of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. These are the 
names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau’s wife Basemath. The sons of 
Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz. Esau’s son Eliphaz also had a concubine named Timna, who bore 
him Amalek. These were grandsons of Esau’s wife Adah. The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 

These were grandsons of Esau’s wife Basemath. The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah and 
granddaughter of Zibeon, whom she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jalam and Korah.’ Genesis 36:9-14 

Here we have a continuation of the descendants of Esau through Eliphaz, it was from his second wife, Timna, he had 

Amalek, who would eventually become enemies of Israel when we came out of captivity, Exodus 17. 

‘These were the chiefs among Esau’s descendants: The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: Chiefs Teman, Omar, 
Zepho, Kenaz, Korah, Gatam and Amalek. These were the chiefs descended from Eliphaz in Edom; they were 

grandsons of Adah. The sons of Esau’s son Reuel: Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were the 
chiefs descended from Reuel in Edom; they were grandsons of Esau’s wife Basemath. The sons of Esau’s wife 
Oholibamah: Chiefs Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the chiefs descended from Esau’s wife Oholibamah 
daughter of Anah. These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their chiefs.’ Genesis 36:15-19 

The KJV uses the word, ‘duke’ whilst the NIV uses the word, ‘chiefs’, it really makes no difference when we 

understand what is being written as a whole. The focus here is on the fathers because they established extended 

families, which simply means that each of the families are being led by a father or as the text says a chief. In other 

words, the fathers were the head of the household and were responsible for leading their families. 
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A person of interest here, is Teman, who was the oldest son of Eliphaz, he was later to become a very powerful tribe, 

he was so powerful that the land of Edom was sometimes called Teman, Amos 1:12 / Obadiah 1:9. 

‘These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who were living in the region: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer 
and Dishan. These sons of Seir in Edom were Horite chiefs. The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam. Timna was Lotan’s 

sister. The sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and Onam. The sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. This is 
the Anah who discovered the hot springs in the desert while he was grazing the donkeys of his father Zibeon. The 
children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of Anah. The sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran and 

Keran. The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan. The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. These were the Horite chiefs: 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These were the Horite chiefs, according to their divisions, in 

the land of Seir.’ Genesis 36:20-30 

It’s obvious that the Horites already lived in the land and it seems that they have intermarried with Esau’s 

descendants. And so, what we have here is what many would call, dual heritage families, where any child being born 

will have different cultured parents. 

Please note that Zibeon is called a Hivite in Genesis 36:2, and a Horite in Genesis 36:20. It seems that Hivite is an 

alternative word for Horite, and both are applied where ‘Hurrians’ are involved. 

‘These were the kings who reigned in Edom before any Israelite king reigned: Bela son of Beor became king of 
Edom. His city was named Dinhabah. When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah succeeded him as king. 

When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites succeeded him as king. When Husham died, Hadad son of 
Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, succeeded him as king. His city was named Avith. When Hadad 

died, Samlah from Masrekah succeeded him as king. When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the river 
succeeded him as king. When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of Akbor succeeded him as king. When Baal-Hanan son of 
Akbor died, Hadad succeeded him as king. His city was named Pau, and his wife’s name was Mehetabel daughter of 

Matred, the daughter of Me-Zahab. These were the chiefs descended from Esau, by name, according to their clans 
and regions: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel and Iram. These were 
the chiefs of Edom, according to their settlements in the land they occupied. This is the family line of Esau, the father 

of the Edomites.’ Genesis 36:31-43 

Something which is often overlooked here in this text is that every single one of the kings mentioned was actually 

succeeded by another king who was not his son. Also, notice that the capital city of the kingdom was moved with the 

consent of each new king. 

The inclusion of women’s names, Timna and Oholibamah, as titles of certain chiefs, shows that the chief took his title 

from the tribal mother in some cases. 

CHAPTER 37 

‘Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. This is the account of Jacob’s family line. 
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, 
his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his 
other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers 

saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.’ 
Genesis 37:1-4 

THE DISUNITY AND ANIMOSITY IN JACOB’S 
FAMILY 
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We must remember that the ‘Jacob’ we read about here is completely different in character from the Jacob we read 

about in his younger days, Jacob ‘the deceiver’, a name which accurately defined his character. Jacob was ‘the 

supplanter’, a man who took the place of others by deceit. No one could out-smart him and get away with it! His 

uncle Laban discovered, this to his cost! Genesis 31. 

But he is now an old man. The years are weighing heavily on him, and his mind isn’t as sharp as it was when he left 

his father’s encampment in haste to escape the anger of his, slightly older brother Esau, from whom he stole the 

patriarchal blessing. Even in those early days, there were differences in his family. 

His father’s favourite was Esau, a rugged ‘man’s man’, a man of the open-air, who was a hunter, who kept his aged 

father Isaac, provided with the venison which he loved! I believe we might say that Esau was the kind of man that his 

father, the mild-mannered, gentle Isaac, never was. 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF ‘CONCUBINAGE’, 
POLYGAMY 

He had four wives, two of whom, were described, legally as ‘half-wives’, concubines. He had ten sons, two borne by 

his wife Rachael, the other eight, by his wife Leah, and the two concubines, Bilhah and Zilpah. And an old father 

who made it plain for all to see that he loves one of his sons far more than the others! No wonder there was rivalry, 

jealousy, anger, envy, and even hatred in the family! 

Once again, we’re reminded that God can use the ungodly behaviour of those who surround a godly man in order to 

bring about His will. Sometimes amidst the chaos of our surroundings, we often forget that God is working on a plan. 

God was going to use Jacob’s family and their circumstances to get them to Egypt in order for them to become a 

great nation. 

Joseph’s problems appear to begin because his father loved him more than his brothers, this was the same difficulty 

that Jacob himself faced when he was younger, Genesis 25:28, and sadly he’s making the same mistake. His mistake 

was emphasising just how much he loved Joseph by giving him ‘an ornate robe’, no wonder Joseph’s brothers hated 

him. 

THE ORNATE ROBE 

In the days of the Patriarchs, the usual dress of a shepherd was both plain and simple. It consisted of a short, shirt-like 

garment, which was tied at the waist by a leather girdle. On top of this, he wore a long cloak of camel hair or tanned 

sheepskin. 

Opinions about the ‘coat of many colours’ have varied greatly, but it’s probably correct to say that it’s unlikely that it 

was, as is commonly imagined, made of many coloured pieces of cloth because of the range of colours with which we 

are familiar with today didn’t exist in those days. In the days of the Patriarchs, they knew only shades of white, grey 

and black. 
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Only when purple was accidentally discovered by a man who was walking his dog along a seashore, were garments 

made of purple cloth, but it was so expensive that only the very wealthy could afford it, and, at one time, only royalty 

and other powerful people were allowed to wear it. 

It’s claimed that the dog crushed a snail, or sea mollusc, which is found on the seashore and a gland from this 

creature stained the dog’s mouth purple. The purple dye was extremely expensive to buy, because, to create it 

required the crushing of thousands of the tiny snails from which the precious glands had to be extracted and 

processed This has been established by the discovery of piles of crushed snail shells. 

However, purple was certainly known in the days of Moses, as is proved by Exodus 39:8, but, bear in mind that this 

refers to events more than 400 years after the time of Jacob. 

Joseph’s coat was probably made of fine linen, or even silk bought in Egypt, and longer than any garment that a 

common shepherd ever wore! It would have been a garment with pendant sleeves, such as was worn by wealthy Arab 

farmers and Sheiks. In fact, Jewish writers describe the garment as ‘Passim’, which means, ‘reaching to the palms’, of 

the hands. 

When he received this expensive gift, Joseph was only 17 years old, and the sight of a teenager wearing such a 

luxurious garment would not go unnoticed! It would have had long sleeves and the robe would have reached the 

ground which meant you were excused from work. The brothers would have had short robes which means they would 

have room to work. 

JOSEPH’S FIRST DREAM 

‘Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them, ‘Listen to this 
dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while 
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it. His brothers said to him, ‘Do you intend to reign over us? 

Will you actually rule us?’ And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.’ Genesis 
37:5-8 

In the Old and New Testaments, we see God sometimes spoke to people through dreams, Genesis 20:1-7 / Genesis 

28:10ff / Matthew 1:20-21, but we must remember that He doesn’t reveal His will using dreams today, Hebrews 1:1- 

2. 

Joseph’s first dream about the sheaves of grain and a later famine was clearly understood by his brothers, he would 

eventually rule over them. Although his brothers understood the dream, they hated him all the more because of its 

implications. 

JOSEPH’S SECOND DREAM 

‘Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. ‘Listen,’ he said, ‘I had another dream, and this time the 
sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.’ When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father 

rebuked him and said, ‘What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow 
down to the ground before you?’ His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.’ Genesis 

37:9-11 



137 

Joseph’s second dream simply emphasises the point of his first dream, he will rule over his brothers. In this dream he 

sees the sun, moon and stars bowing before him, they represent his whole family, Revelation 12:1. His first dream 

caused a lot of hatred from his brothers and his second dream caused his father to rebuke him. 

If we were to just read these verses and the rest of the chapter, it would be easy to think, why did God allow this to 

happen? Remember Jacob and his family didn’t know God’s plans, they didn’t know the final story, but because we 

know what God’s plans are, we know the end of the story, He wants His people to go to Egypt so that He can make 

them into a great nation. 

‘Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, and Israel said to Joseph, ‘As you know, 
your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.’ ‘Very well,’ he replied. 

So, he said to him, ‘Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks and bring word back to me.’ Then 
he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering around in 

the fields and asked him, ‘What are you looking for?’ He replied, ‘I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me 
where they are grazing their flocks?’ ‘They have moved on from here,’ the man answered. ‘I heard them say, ‘Let’s 

go to Dothan.’ So, Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan.’ Genesis 37:12-17 

Remember, Shechem was the place where Simeon and Levi killed all the men of that city, Genesis 34:24-29, and so, 

it’s not surprising that Jacob is a little concerned about his sons being in this area, which is why he sent Joseph to 

them to find out if they’re doing alright. Unfortunately, by the time he gets there, he discovers his brothers had 

already moved on to Dothan. 

‘But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. ‘Here comes that dreamer!’ 
they said to each other. ‘Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious 
animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.’ When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him 
from their hands. ‘Let’s not take his life,’ he said. ‘Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the 

wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.’ Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.’ 
Genesis 37:18-22 

Joseph’s brothers planned to kill him, they were basically thinking they could defeat Joseph’s dreams by killing him. 

With the exception of Ruben who was the eldest brother, the other brothers wanted to murder Joseph, because by 

doing so, they thought that if he was dead, then he couldn’t rule over them. 

Reuben being the wiser older brother, clearly wanted to save Joseph’s life and came up with the idea of throwing him 

into a cistern instead of murdering him. He wanted to go back at a later time to save him from the cistern. 

These cisterns would have been empty water holes, which would only be filled with water in the rainy season. The 

would have had a small opening which would be covered with a large stone to stop the water from evaporating, and it 

would have a much larger space inside to store a lot of water for travellers to water their flocks and have some 

drinking water for themselves. 

‘So, when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing—and they 
took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it. As they sat down to eat their 

meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, 
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. Judah said to his brothers, ‘What will we 
gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on 
him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.’ His brothers agreed. So, when the Midianite merchants 

came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, 
who took him to Egypt.’ Genesis 37:23-28 

The first thing Joseph’s brothers did was strip him of that precious robe which reminded them of how much their 

father loved him more than they were loved. Although Rueben wanted to come back later to save Joseph, it appears 

as though Rueben had gone somewhere at this point, as the other brothers sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites, also known 
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as the Midianites, Judges 8:22 / Judges 8:24, who were travelling merchants on their way to Egypt to sell or trade 

their goods. 

Notice they sold Joseph for ‘twenty shekels of silver’, Leviticus 27:3-7, the common price of a slave during the time 

of Moses was thirty pieces of silver, Exodus 21:32 / Zechariah 11:12 / Matthew 26:15. Joseph’s brothers were 

heartless. 

‘When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. He went back to his 
brothers and said, ‘The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?’ Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and 
dipped the robe in the blood. They took the ornate robe back to their father and said, ‘We found this. Examine it to 

see whether it is your son’s robe.’ He recognized it and said, ‘It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has 
devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.’ Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for 
his son many days. All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. ‘No,’ he said, ‘I 
will continue to mourn until I join my son in the grave.’ So, his father wept for him. Meanwhile, the Midianites sold 

Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.’ Genesis 37:29-36 

We can only imagine the heartache which Ruben must have experienced when he returned to the cistern to rescue his 

brother, Joseph, only to find him gone. He was deeply grieved, to the point of tearing his clothes, which was a sign of 

deep grief. 

The brother’s deceit went from bad to worse, as they plot to take Joseph’s robe and cover it in animal blood to give 

the impression he had been killed by a wild animal. They return to Jacob and took the robe with blood on it back to 

Jacob. We have to wonder what kind of person would bring this much needless stress on their father! 

No wonder Jacob tore his clothes and put on sackcloth, this was a cloth made of black goat’s hair, it was coarse, 

rough, and thick, used for sacks, and was also worn by mourners, Genesis 37:34 / Genesis 42:25 / 2 Samuel 

3:31 / Esther 4:1-2 Esther 4:2 / Psalms 30:11. 

We can only imagine the impact of Jacob weeping for the loss of his favourite son, must have had on Joseph’s 

brothers. They must have been good actors because, despite all the lies, they try to comfort their father but fail to do 

so. Maybe if they had only told the truth, things would have been so much different, maybe they’re afraid to tell their 

father the truth at this point because they would know that Jacob would send them directly to Egypt to bring their 

brother back. 

If this shows us anything, it shows us that the relationship they had with Joseph wasn’t great, but neither was their 

relationship with their father. 

We are told that Joseph was 17 years old, Genesis 37:2, when he was taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar, a high 

ranking officer in the service of Pharaoh. And he was 30 years old when he stood before Pharaoh. Genesis 41:14. 

He spent 2 years in prison, Genesis 41:1, which means that he was in the service of Potiphar for about 11 years, 

during which time he rose to become the most important man in the official’s household. In fact, he was placed in 

charge of everything that Potiphar possessed. The Egyptian form of, ‘Potiphar, is ‘Pa di Pa Ra’, and means ‘Gift of 

the god Ra’. 

JOSEPH, A POWERFUL PICTURE OF JESUS 

JOSEPH JESUS 
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Genesis 37:3 Their fathers loved them dearly. Matthew 3:17 

Genesis 36:2 Shepherds of their father’s sheep. John 10:11 / John 10:27 

Genesis 37:13-14 Sent by father to brothers. Hebrews 2:11 

Genesis 37:4 Hated by brothers. John 7:5 

Genesis 37:20 Others plotted to harm them. John 11:53 

Genesis 39:7 Tempted. Matthew 4:1 

Genesis 37:25 Taken to Egypt. Matthew 2:14-15 

Genesis 37:23 Robes taken from them. John 19:23 

Genesis 37:28 Sold for the price of a slave. Matthew 26:15 

Genesis 39:20 Bound in chains. Matthew 27:2 

Genesis 39:16-18 Falsely accused. Matthew 26:59-60 

Genesis 40:2-3 Placed with two other prisoners, one who was saved and the other lost. Luke 23:32 

Genesis 41:46 Both are 30 years old at the beginning of public recognition. Luke 3:23 

Genesis 41:41 Exalted after suffering. Philippians 2:9-11 

Genesis 45:1-15 Forgave those who wronged them. Luke 23:34 

Genesis 45:7 Saved their nation. Matthew 1:21 

Genesis 50:20 What men did to hurt them, God turned to good. 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 

CHAPTER 38 

We may be forgiven for wondering why Moses goes on to speak about Judah and his descendants when he’s in the 

middle of telling us the story of Joseph. Coffin suggests the following concerning this chapter. ‘It is clear enough that 

the episode of this chapter is a vital link in the Toledoth (descendants) of Jacob’. 

Willis says, ‘Although Joseph is the chief character in these chapters, Genesis 37-50, these chapters deal with the 

family of Jacob. 

Keil also says, ‘This chapter is no interpolation, but an integral part of the history of Israel.’ 

This chapter deals with matters that cannot be the subject of social conversation, but they are honestly and plainly set 

forth. 

Dummelow says, ‘The honesty and truthfulness of the historian are shown in his not concealing the dark spots in the 

history of Judah, whose descendants attained such greatness.’ 

JUDAH MARRIES A CANAANITE WOMAN 

‘At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah. There Judah met 
the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and made love to her; she became pregnant and gave 
birth to a son, who was named Er. She conceived again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. She gave birth 

to still another son and named him Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him. Judah got a wife for Er, his 
firstborn, and her name was Tamar. But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the LORD’s sight; so, the LORD put 

him to death. Then Judah said to Onan, ‘Sleep with your brother’s wife and fulfil your duty to her as a brother-in-law 
to raise up offspring for your brother.’ But Onan knew that the child would not be his; so, whenever he slept with his 
brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from providing offspring for his brother. What he did was 

wicked in the LORD’s sight; so, the LORD put him to death also. Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, 
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‘Live as a widow in your father’s household until my son Shelah grows up.’ For he thought, ‘He may die too, just like 

his brothers.’ So, Tamar went to live in her father’s household.’ Genesis 38:1-11 

Here we find the record of Judah going out to the Canaanites, where he married a Canaanite woman. Judah was the 

fourth son of Jacob and through whom the Saviour of the world would come, Genesis 49:8-12 / Matthew 1:2-3. 

Judah made a big mistake of taking Shua’s daughter without even asking Shua himself, he even went on to marry 

her, Genesis 38:12. 

Notice that Judah his son is named Er, but it was his wife who named the other sons. The name ‘Er’ means watcher, 

and the name ‘Onan’ means strong, but we don’t know what the name ‘Shelah’ means. 

Coffman says that ‘none of these first three sons of Judah was destined to receive the birthright, in all probability, 

because of the pagan persuasion of their mother. There might have been a strong aversion on the part of the mother to 

Judah’s choice of Tamar, evidently a believer in God, as the bride for her sons. Certainly, there was some reason why 

neither Er nor Onan consented to have a child by Tamar’. 

Remember, Judah went ahead and got married to this Canaanite woman, without asking for her parent’s permission, 

but he himself then chooses a wife for his son Er, maybe he’s learning from his own mistake. Sadly, because of Er’s 

wicked behaviour, we’re not told what specific sins Er was committing, the Lord put him to death, Acts 5:1-11 / Acts 

12:23 / Revelation 2:22. 

Judah tells Onan to ‘sleep with his brother’s wife’, this was practised to keep the family name going and to uphold 

the legacy of a brother who died before he had sons. If an older brother died, it was the duty of the next living brother 

to make love with the widow, the dead brother’s wife, and have children with her for the sake of continuing the future 

generations of the dead brother. 

The children of the dead brother’s wife would then have all legal rights to the deceased’s property and be able to 

carry on the family lineage of the dead brother, Leviticus 21:9 / Deuteronomy 25:5 / Ruth 1:11-13 / Ruth 4:5-11. 

What we see happening in our text is Onan refusing to carry out his responsibility, and as a result, God put him to 

death. 

MASTURBATION 

Now let’s discuss the ‘M-word’ for a moment, we have male masturbation, female masturbation, adolescent 

masturbation and chronic masturbation. Is it a sin to masturbate? 

Most churches apparently are because they avoid the masturbation topic, as well as Osama bin Laden, tried to evade 

captivity. This is a little ironic, to say the least when survey after survey reveals a majority of single Christians of all 

different ages, males and females, have masturbated. 

Personally, I can’t stand it when Christian teachers are so dogmatic on the ‘rights’ and ‘wrongs’ of masturbatory 

activities because it’s such a complex issue, with many different topics connected to the practice. 

The Bible is silent on the issue of masturbation even though the vast majority of humankind is preoccupied with it. 

The Roman Catholic Church, some Protestant denominations and even Webster’s Dictionary have attempted to 

equate ‘the sin of Onan’, Genesis 38:6-10, with masturbation, but a simple exegesis of these passages rules out this 

possibility. 

‘If two brothers live on the same property and one of them dies, leaving no son, then his widow is not to be married 

to someone outside the family; it is the duty of the dead man’s brother to marry her.’ Deuteronomy 25:5. 
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When Onan refused out of selfishness, the Lord killed him. God didn’t whack Onan for masturbating, but rather for 

‘spilling his seed’ by ejaculating outside of his dead brother’s wife during sexual intercourse. 

When we think about Tamar, we can’t help but sympathise with her, she’s already been deceived by two husbands 

and now she’s going to be deceived by her father-in-law, Judah, because he had no intentions of marrying her to 

Shelah. 

‘After a long time, Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had recovered from his grief, he went up to 
Timnah, to the men who were shearing his sheep, and his friend Hirah the Adullamite went with him. When Tamar 
was told, ‘Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,’ she took off her widow’s clothes, covered 
herself with a veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. 

For she saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his wife. When Judah saw her, 
he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went 
over to her by the roadside and said, ‘Come now, let me sleep with you.’ ‘And what will you give me to sleep with 
you?’ she asked. ‘I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,’ he said. ‘Will you give me something as a pledge until 

you send it?’ she asked. He said, ‘What pledge should I give you?’ ‘Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your 
hand,’ she answered. So, he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. After she left, she 

took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again. Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the 
Adullamite in order to get his pledge back from the woman, but he did not find her. He asked the men who lived 
there, ‘Where is the shrine prostitute who was beside the road at Enaim?’ ‘There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute 

here,’ they said. So, he went back to Judah and said, ‘I didn’t find her. Besides, the men who lived there said, ‘There 
hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here.’ Then Judah said, ‘Let her keep what she has, or we will become a 

laughingstock. After all, I did send her this young goat, but you didn’t find her.’ Genesis 38:12-23 

Judah’s wife dies and Tamar obviously wanted Shelah to be her husband in order to keep the family heritage of Er 

going, but this wasn’t going to happen. And although she herself has been deceived time and time again, she will go 

on to do some deceiving herself, she comes up with a plan to lure Judah into having children for Er’s sake. 

Tamara goes to great lengths to disguise herself and Judah thinks she’s a prostitute, the word ‘prostitute’ used in 

verse 15 means someone who gives themselves in sex to honour a pagan god, but the word prostitute used in verses 

21-22 means someone who stands in the street, offering sexual favours as a profession. 

It’s well documented that prostitutes of any kind charge for their services, and it seems that Judah is more than 

willing to pay. We don’t really know the significance of the seal, the cord and the staff, it’s possible that the seal and 

the cord had the name of their owner written on them. They may have been expensive but remember Tamar isn’t 

doing this for the money, she wants them to use against Judah later when she becomes pregnant so that she can 

continue in Er’s family heritage. 

It appears that Judah is beginning to realise that sleeping with a prostitute was a mistake, he even sent a friend, with 

an offering to retrieve his pledge, but he could find her because Tamar had removed her veil and put her widow 

clothes back on. It’s clear that Judah has become very confused when he realises there are no prostitute shrines 

anywhere near where he lives. 

‘About three months later Judah was told, ‘Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of prostitution, and as a result, she 
is now pregnant.’ Judah said, ‘Bring her out and have her burned to death!’ As she was being brought out, she sent a 

message to her father-in-law. ‘I am pregnant by the man who owns these,’ she said. And she added, ‘See if you 
recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.’ Judah recognized them and said, ‘She is more righteous than I, 

since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.’ And he did not sleep with her again.’ Genesis 38:24-26 

It took three months for word to get back to Judah that Tamar was pregnant because of prostitution and despite her 

being Judah’s daughter-in-law he has no hesitation in passing the death sentence, Leviticus 20:10. 
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Judah soon discovers that Tamar, despite pretending to be a prostitute wasn’t the real problem, it was Judah himself. 

After being presented with the seal, cord and staff, Judah made the remarkable declaration that ‘she is more righteous 

than I’. 

Although Tamar isn’t innocent in all of this, Judah had neglected his legal responsibility in providing Shelah as a 

husband for Tamar in order for them to have children and carry forward Er’s heritage. 

‘When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. As she was giving birth, one of them 
put out his hand; so, the midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist and said, ‘This one came out first.’ But 
when he drew back his hand, his brother came out, and she said, ‘So this is how you have broken out!’ And he was 

named Perez. Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his wrist, came out. And he was named Zerah.’ Genesis 
38:27-30 

Tamar gave birth to twin boys, the name Perez means breaking out and the name Zerah means scarlet. This again 

reminds us of why these events were written in-between the story of Joseph, they remind us that through Perez would 

come, Boaz, then David, and eventually the Christ, 1 Chronicles 2:3-15 / Matthew 1:3-16 / Luke 3:23-33. 

WHY DID GOD ALLOW THIS EVENT TO HAPPEN? 

Despite Tamar being deceived and deceiving others, she shows us that God loves all people and He can use anyone to 

bring about His will. He used this Canaanite woman because she turned away from paganism and turned to the One 

true God. 

CHAPTER 39 

‘Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of 
the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. The LORD was with Joseph so that he 

prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his master saw that the LORD was with him and 
that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favour in his eyes and became his attendant. 

Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put 
him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of 

Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. So, Potiphar 
left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the 

food he ate.’ Genesis 39:1-6 

Joseph was 17 years old when he was taken to Egypt, Genesis 37:2, and he was 30 years old, when Pharaoh promoted 

him, Genesis 41:46. He spent two years in jail, Genesis 41:1, and spent eleven years in Potiphar’s house. The name 

Potiphar means devoted to the sun and it’s possible that he was a eunuch. 

God is with Joseph and is clearly seen as Potiphar’s household was greatly blessed simply because Joseph was in 

their presence and Potiphar himself recognised, he was being blessed by the Lord. Potiphar then goes ahead and puts 

Joseph in charge of everything concerning his household. 

Joseph could have very easily resented his past and the way he was treated by his brothers, but he has now gone from 

being a man stuck in a cistern, to a man having great power and responsibility. 

‘Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, ‘Come 
to bed with me!’ But he refused. ‘With me in charge,’ he told her, ‘my master does not concern himself with anything 
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in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master 

has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin 
against God?’ And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. She caught him 
by his cloak and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’ But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. When she 

saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called her household servants. ‘Look,’ she 
said to them, ‘this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I 

screamed. When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.’ She kept his 
cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: ‘That Hebrew slave you brought us came 
to me to make sport of me. But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.’ 

Genesis 39:6-18 

Joseph is handsome, just like David was, 1 Samuel 16:12 and Absalom, 2 Samuel 14:25. He was so handsome that 

Potiphar’s wife was greatly attracted to him, which tells us a lot about her morals and the commitment she had to her 

husband, and this would explain why Potiphar himself, maybe have been a eunuch. 

POTIPHAR’S WIFE WANTED TO HAVE SEX WITH 
JOSEPH, WHY? 

Her motives are obviously selfish because she doesn’t care about the consequences involved in sleeping with Joseph. 

1. Possibly to prepare an arranged marriage 

2. Joseph was a handsome man, maybe she was up for a challenge. 

3. The code of immorality, incest. 

HOW COULD JOSEPH RESIST? 

1. Joseph let his faith be known. 

2. Joseph kept busy. 

3. Joseph was careful to never be alone with his temptation. 

Joseph was honest enough with Potiphar’s wife and told her it was sinful, it appears that Joseph at least, knew how 

the sin would affect others. He knew that it was a sin against God, Psalm 54:4 and he simply said, ’no’. Notice that 

Joseph ran away, 2 Timothy 2:22. 

After repeatedly saying no to her, she takes full advantage of the situation when Joseph left his cloak behind and 

begins to lie to her husband by providing the ‘evidence’. 

‘When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, ‘This is how your slave treated me,’ he burned with 
anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined.’ Genesis 

39:19-20 

Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph falsely and notice that Joseph is silent, this was just like Christ when He was falsely 

accused, Isaiah 53:7 / Matthew 27:13-14. 
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Potiphar didn’t ask Joseph his version of the events but burned with anger, but notice that he didn’t have Joseph 

killed, instead, he has him thrown in prison. I don’t think that Potiphar wasn’t totally convinced by his wife’s story, I 

wonder if Potiphar knew what his wife was really like! I wonder if she has behaved like this before with other men! 

Because Potiphar was a royal officer, he had Joseph put in a ‘special prison’ which had a better environment than 

those ‘common prisons’ for ‘common slaves’. 

‘But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favour 
in the eyes of the prison warden. So, the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made 

responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the 
LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.’ Genesis 39:20-23 

Once again, we see God at work in the life of Joseph because again God is with him, Genesis 39:2 / Genesis 

29:20 / Genesis 39:23. 

God was preparing him in Potiphar’s household and now God is preparing him again, whilst he’s here in prison. God 

is preparing him to fulfil the dreams he had when he was younger, he would become a great leader and his brothers 

would bow down to him, Genesis 37:5-9. 

He is put in charge of the prisoners and given more responsibilities. Joseph was well respected not only by the other 

prisoners but by the prison warden, he exceeded because of the blessing of God. 

CHAPTER 40 

In this chapter, we find that whilst in prison, Joseph meets the chief cupbearer and chief baker and he looks after 

them. They were troubled by the dreams they had and so, Joseph interprets their dreams for them. It’s quite clear that 

God is working through Joseph as he correctly interprets their dreams. 

‘Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh 
was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, and put them in custody in the house of the 

captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined. The captain of the guard assigned them to 
Joseph, and he attended them.’ Genesis 40:1-4 

We don’t know what the chief cupbearer and the chief baker did to promote Pharaoh’s anger, but they now find 

themselves in prison where Joseph is assigned to take care of their needs. 

The chief cupbearer was an officer of high rank with Egyptian, Persian and Assyrian as well as Jewish royals, 1 

Kings 10:5 / 2 Kings 18:17, and it was his duty to fill the king’s cup and present it to him personally, Nehemiah 1:11. 

The chief baker was also an officer of high rank and it was his duty to bake the food and personally present it to 

Pharaoh. 

THE CUPBEARER AND BAKER HAVE DREAMS 

‘After they had been in custody for some time, each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of 
Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. When 
Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. So, he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in 
custody with him in his master’s house, ‘Why do you look so sad today?’ ‘We both had dreams,’ they answered, ‘but 

there is no one to interpret them.’ Then Joseph said to them, ‘Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your 
dreams.’ Genesis 40:4-8 
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It’s important to note that the Egyptians believed in the prophetic nature of dreams, this is possibly why God used 

dreams time and time again when He was dealing with them. notice that no one could interpret their dreams, that’s 

possibly because there was no one in prison with them who could interpret them. 

Joseph is quick to explain to them that no one can really interpret dreams anyway except God Himself but knows that 

God can use him to interpret their dreams for them. 

THE CUPBEARER’S DREAM 

‘So, the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, ‘In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, and on the 
vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was 

in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.’ ‘This is what it 
means,’ Joseph said to him. ‘The three branches are three days. Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and 
restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his 

cupbearer.’ Genesis 40:9-13 

In the cupbearer’s dream, he saw a vine with three branches, these three branches represent three days. It appears that 

the cupbearer was innocent of his crime because Joseph tells him he will be restored back to normal duties within 

three days as the Pharaoh’s cupbearer. Notice that Pharaoh will ‘lift up his head’ as opposed to the baker, where 

Pharaoh will ‘lift off his head’, Genesis 40:13. 

‘But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of 
this prison. I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve 

being put in a dungeon.’ Genesis 40:14-15 

Joseph, after favourably interpreting the cupbearer’s dream, asks him to remember him, sadly, we know how the 

story goes, he actually forgets about him, Genesis 40:23, but remembers him at a much later date, two years 

later, Genesis 41:1 / Genesis 41:9-13. He asks him to mention Joseph to Pharaoh so that he can get out of prison. 

Joseph explains his innocence by telling him about how he ended up in Egypt in the first place, Genesis 37:28, and 

how he ended up in this dungeon because Potiphar’s wife had lied through her teeth about him, Genesis 39:11-20. 

THE CHIEF BAKER’S DREAM 

‘When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favourable interpretation, he said to Joseph, ‘I too had a dream: 
On my head were three baskets of bread. In the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds 
were eating them out of the basket on my head.’ ‘This is what it means,’ Joseph said. ‘The three baskets are three 

days. Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and impale your body on a pole. And the birds will eat away 
your flesh.’ Genesis 40:16-19 

The baker dreamt he had three baskets on his head, the three baskets represent three days. Unlike the cupbearer who 

was innocent of his crimes, the baker appears to be guilty of his crimes because Joseph tells him that he won’t be 

restored but Pharaoh will cut off his head within three days. 

Notice that Pharaoh will ‘lift off his head’ as opposed to the cupbearer, where Pharaoh will ‘lift up his head’, Genesis 

40:13. 
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We don’t know exactly how he was to die, some suggest he was hanged, some suggest that he was beheaded first and 

then impaled upon a pole, others suggest he was impaled and then beheaded and then his body would be eaten by the 

birds. 

JOSEPH’S INTERPRETATIONS COME TRUE 

‘Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up the heads of the chief 
cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that 

he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand—but he impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his 
interpretation. The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.’ Genesis 40:20-23 

In ancient Egypt, the birthdays of the Pharaohs were considered as ‘holy’ days, with no work being done. We can 

only imagine what’s going through the minds of the cupbearer and the baker, I’m sure one was hoping that Joseph’s 

interpretation of their dream would be accurate, whilst the other was hoping that Joseph got it wrong. 

Because God was working in and through Joseph, his interpretations of their dreams were accurate, sadly, the 

cupbearer forgot about Joseph and his request, Genesis 40:14-15. We can only imagine what was going through 

Joseph’s mind, as once again he’s let down by those around him, whom he thought were friends, Psalm 105:18. 

CONCLUSION 

We must remember that Joseph doesn’t know the end of the story, but I’m sure that Joseph knew that these dreams 

were actually coming from God and I’m sure he knew that God was actually interpreting them for him, in order that 

He may eventually be realised from prison and be seated next to Pharaoh. 

We also must remember, when Joseph had his first two dreams, he told his brothers that they would bow down to him 

at some point, Genesis 37:5-9. 

The bigger picture is that God was working in and through Joseph to eventually place him in a position of high 

ranking in Egypt so, that God could bring the household of Jacob into Egypt. 

It was God’s plan that they stay there for four hundred years and then be led to the Promised Land in order for them 

to become a nation and eventually bring about the Messiah. 

CHAPTER 41 

‘When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, when out of the river there 
came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, 
came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the 
seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, 

healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched 
by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had 

been a dream. In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh 
told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.’ Genesis 41:1-8 



147 

JOSEPH’S LIFE LINE 

We are told that he was seventeen years old, Genesis 39:2, when he was taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar, a high 

ranking officer in the service of Pharaoh. And he was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, Genesis 41:14. 

He spent two years in prison, Genesis 41:1, which means that he was in the service of Potiphar for about eleven 

years, during which time he rose to become the most important man in the official’s household. In fact, he was placed 

in charge of everything that Potiphar possessed. 

TWO THINGS TO NOTICE ABOUT JOSEPH’S 
IMPRISONMENT 

1. It seems reasonable to assume that Joseph’s character and conduct during those eleven years had been such that 

Potiphar didn’t believe his wife when she accused Joseph of attempting to seduce her. Such an offence by a servant 

wouldn’t have received a prison sentence. The penalty would have been death! 

2. That Joseph was the most important servant of such a high-ranking official wouldn’t have gone unnoticed by the 

prison warden, and, some might suppose that this was the reason why Joseph was treated kindly and given 

responsibility over the other prisoners. But the Scriptures tell us that Joseph was in the hands of One Who is far more 

powerful than any Egyptian official. 

One of the striking facts about Joseph’s story is that, when it records the harsh treatment or the difficult 

circumstances in which he found himself, it does not say, ‘But Joseph remained faithful’. We read, ‘And God was 

with Joseph’, Genesis 39:2 / Genesis 39:3 / Genesis 39:5 / Genesis 39:21 / Genesis 39:23. 

PHARAOH’S DREAM 

Pharaoh dreams of seven fat cows, seven thin cows, seven fat heads of grain and seven thin heads of grain. There 

would be seven years of plenty and seven years of famine. When he realised it was a dream, he was troubled and 

sought help from his magicians and wise men, but no one could interpret his dreams. It’s interesting that Pharaoh 

himself, who was considered a god, a sun god, couldn’t even interpret the dream himself. 

JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH’S DREAM 

‘Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, ‘Today I am reminded of my shortcomings. Pharaoh was once angry with 
his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. Each of us had a 

dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant 
of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the 

interpretation of his dream. And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, 
and the other man was impaled.’ So, Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When 
he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I had a dream, and no one 

can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.’ ‘I cannot do it,’ 
Joseph replied to Pharaoh, ‘but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.’ Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘In my 
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dream, I was standing on the bank of the Nile, when out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and 

they grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never 
seen such ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. But 

even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up. 
‘In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. After them, seven other heads 
sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good 

heads. I told this to the magicians, but none of them could explain it to me.’ Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, ‘The 
dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good cows 

are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. The seven lean, 
ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east 
wind: They are seven years of famine. ‘It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 
Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but seven years of famine will follow them. 

Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. The abundance in the land 
will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. The reason the dream was given to 

Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.’ Genesis 41:9-32 

The cupbearer recalls how Joseph interpreted his dream and the baker’s dream accurately, whilst he was in 

prison, Genesis 40:9-19 and so he finally remembers Joseph two years later, Genesis 40:14. 

Pharaoh summons Joseph who once again, gives the credit for being able to interpret dreams comes to God Himself. 

Notice that before Joseph was brought to Pharaoh, ‘he shaved himself’, by this time, at 30 years of age, Joseph had 

grown a beard, and, very probably, long hair. He shaved off all hair to conform to the practice of the Egyptians, who 

never allowed hair to grow on their heads or faces, except when they were in mourning, because they regarded it as 

‘unclean’, and, in Egyptian inscriptions, only men regarded as of low standing are shown as having beards. 

He also ‘changed his clothes’, this was also necessary because Pharaoh would have been informed that Joseph was a 

shepherd, or ‘sand-dweller’, as the Egyptians called the Hebrews and the religion of the Egyptians decreed that 

shepherds and sheep were ‘unclean’. 

Because of this, when Pharaoh allowed Joseph’s father and brothers to enter and live in Egypt, he gave them 

permission to occupy land in Goshen, Genesis 45:10, which was in the Nile delta, a fertile region that would provide 

excellent pasture for their sheep, and, also, be far enough from the cities of the native Egyptians to keep them from 

being troubled by the sight and smell of sheep, or the shepherds who tended them! 

This undoubtedly is what God intended, because these nomadic shepherds had to become the numerous people whom 

God had promised to Abraham. 

They needed a place where they could cease to wander as shepherds and adopt a settled lifestyle, and they needed the 

time in which to become a great people. This is what Egypt provided, the captivity was part of the Divine plan! 

The two dreams which Pharaoh had, both spoke of the future condition of the crops and Egypt itself, and so, Joseph 

interprets the dreams. There are going to be seven years of plenty and seven years of famine. The dreams are repeated 

so that’s confirmed, in other words, it’s God who will make it happen. 

We must remember how much Egypt depended upon the River Nile for life, as there was very little rain which fell on 

Egypt, they totally relied on that rainwater to come so that the Nile would overflow, which in turn would water their 

crops. Joseph says that a huge drought would come, and not only is the River Nile going to be affected, but the 

drought would affect their food supply. 

‘And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh 
appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. They 
should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, 
to be kept in the cities for food. This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years 
of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.’ The plan seemed good to 
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Pharaoh and to all his officials. So, Pharaoh asked them, ‘Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit 
of God?’ Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and 

wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to 
the throne will I be greater than you.’ So, Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of 
Egypt.’ Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of 
fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and people 

shouted before him, ‘Make way!’ Thus, he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.’ Genesis 41:33-43 

Joseph not only interprets Pharaoh’s dreams, but he also gives advice to Pharaoh. Joseph’s leadership skills are 

clearly seen here, the experience he had in Potiphar’s household, Genesis 39:4-6, and the experience he had in prison 

were preparing him for this moment, Genesis 40:4. 

There’s no doubt that Pharaoh trusted Joseph’s interpretations of his dreams because Pharaoh himself gave Joseph his 

‘signet ring’, which was a sign of authority and placed it on his finger. The signet ring gave Joseph the authority to 

act on Pharaoh’s behalf in organising the harvest, so they can store extra food for seven years in preparation for the 

seven years of famine. 

Joseph is placed in a high position of rank, second in command, and to publicly let everyone know of his new ruling 

position, he was given a chariot to ride. 

‘Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I am Pharaoh, but without your word, no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.’ 
Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his 

wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt. Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and travelled throughout Egypt. During the 

seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years 
of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. 

Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records 
because it was beyond measure. Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter 
of Potiphera, priest of On. Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, ‘It is because God has made me forget all 
my trouble and all my father’s household.’ The second son he named Ephraim and said, ‘It is because God has made 
me fruitful in the land of my suffering.’ The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, and the seven years 

of famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt there 
was food. When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the 
Egyptians, ‘Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.’ When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph 

opened all the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. And all the 
world came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.’ Genesis 41:44-57 

Joseph is now thirty years of age and is given a new name by Pharaoh, Zaphenath-Paneah, Pharaoh also gives him a 

wife named, Asenath, whose name means, she who is of Neith, the Minerva of the Egyptians. Joseph is now the 

‘Prime Minister’. 

The city of On, also called, Heliopolis, was named after an Egyptian sun god and Asenath’s father, Potiphera served 

as a priest in the city. Asenath, his new wife bore him two sons, both of whom are Hebrew names. 

The first son was named Manasseh, which means, forgetting, this is probably in reference to Joseph forgetting about 

all his troubles of the past of how he ended up in Egypt in the first place. 

His second son is named Ephraim, which means, twice fruitful, this is probably a reference to his current position in 

Egypt in contrast to how life would have been if he remained with his family. 

Joseph organised the Egyptians so well, that they stored so much grain in the seven good years that they couldn’t 

keep records of it all. When the seven years of famine came it didn’t only affect Egypt, but it affected all the nations 

around. 
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Although it took thirteen years for Joseph gets to here, God has now got Joseph in the position He wants him in, the 

time is coming when his brothers will realise their brother’s dreams will be fulfilled and they will bow down before 

him, Genesis 37:5-9. 

More importantly, God has everything ready to get Jacob’s family out of Palestine and into Egypt. 

CHAPTER 42 

‘When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why do you just keep looking at each other?’ 
He continued, ‘I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may live and 

not die.’ Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. But Jacob did not send Benjamin, 
Joseph’s brother, with the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to him. So, Israel’s sons were among 

those who went to buy grain, for there was famine in the land of Canaan also.’ Genesis 42:1-5 

JOSEPH’S BROTHERS’ FIRST TRIP TO EGYPT 

God’s plan of using a famine to get Jacob’s family out of Palestine and into Egypt is now coming into action because 

the only place to get grain is in Egypt. 

It’s interesting that Jacob learned this but appears to ask his sons why they didn’t think of preparing for the famine. I 

guess Egypt was the last place on their minds, because the last time they saw their brother, Joseph, was when the 

merchants bought him from them to take him there, Genesis 37:28. 

I’m sure their consciences must have been full of guilt, all that hatred and jealousy of their brother, all the 

deceitfulness and lies they told their father was probably playing on their minds. They probably don’t want to go to 

Egypt because they knew Joseph was there somewhere. 

WHY DIDN’T JACOB SEND BENJAMIN? 

It’s highly possible that Benjamin has now become Jacob’s favourite son, Genesis 37:3, but Jacob does say that he’s 

afraid that something terrible would happen to him, just as it did with Joseph. It’s also possible that he was afraid that 

his sons would treat Benjamin like they did Joseph. 

‘Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its people. So, when Joseph’s brothers 
arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized 
them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. ‘Where do you come from?’ he asked. ‘From the 
land of Canaan,’ they replied, ‘to buy food.’ Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognise him. 

Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, ‘You are spies! You have come to see where our land 
is unprotected.’ ‘No, my lord,’ they answered. ‘Your servants have come to buy food. We are all the sons of one man. 

Your servants are honest men, not spies.’ ‘No!’ he said to them. ‘You have come to see where our land is 
unprotected.’ But they replied, ‘Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land of 

Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more.’ Joseph said to them, ‘It is just as I told you: You 
are spies! And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your 

youngest brother comes here. Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so 
that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are 

spies!’ And he put them all in custody for three days. On the third day, Joseph said to them, ‘Do this and you will 
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live, for I fear God: If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and 
take grain back for your starving households. But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words 

may be verified and that you may not die.’ This they proceeded to do. They said to one another, ‘Surely we are being 
punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would 
not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us.’ Reuben replied, ‘Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But 

you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.’ They did not realise that Joseph could 
understand them, since he was using an interpreter. He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came 

back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes.’ Genesis 42:6-24 

We can only imagine what’s going through Joseph’s mind at this moment, I’m sure it must have been a moment of 

mixed emotions, Genesis 42:24. 

Although Joseph’s brothers didn’t recognise their brother, Joseph recognised them and uses an interpreter to stop his 

brothers from knowing who he was, Genesis 42:23. Joseph’s dreams concerning his brothers have come full circle 

and are being fulfilled, Genesis 37:5-9. 

Joseph ‘spoke harshly to them’ doesn’t mean that he was being vengeful towards them, he was simply hiding his true 

identity from them. Imagine what’s going through Joseph’s mind when his brothers tell him they are ‘honest men’. 

Joseph accuses them of being spies and places them in custody, they had to prove their innocence. Remember 

Pharaoh was considered a god and notice that Joseph says, ‘As surely as Pharaoh lives’, this was a common oath, 

corresponding to an expression found in 2 Kings 2:4. Joseph didn’t believe Pharaoh was a god, he believed in the 

One true God, but he seems to use the phrase to hide his identity from his brothers. He later says to his brothers, ‘I 

fear God.’ 

In order for them to prove their innocence, they must bring Benjamin to him. Maybe all those memories of how he 

was treated by his older brothers came flooding back to him and he didn’t want Benjamin treated like he was treated. 

We can only imagine the guilt the brothers were feeling as they remember the way they treated Joseph, Reuben more 

or less says, it’s time to reap what we sowed, we put Joseph in a prison in Egypt and now it’s our turn to be 

imprisoned in Egypt. Joseph loves his brothers but is overcome with his emotions, but God is going to guide all these 

events. 

Why Simeon was chosen to be bound isn’t clear, maybe he thought Simeon was more responsible for him ending up 

in Egypt than his other brothers were. They spent three days in prison and were then freed to go back home to get 

Benjamin. 

‘Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver back in his sack, and to give them provisions 
for their journey. After this was done for them, they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left. At the place where 
they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth 
of his sack. ‘My silver has been returned,’ he said to his brothers. ‘Here it is in my sack.’ Their hearts sank and they 

turned to each other trembling and said, ‘What is this that God has done to us?’ When they came to their father Jacob 
in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them. They said, ‘The man who is lord over the land 

spoke harshly to us and treated us as though we were spying on the land. But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we 
are not spies. We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in 

Canaan.’ ‘Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know whether you are honest men: 
Leave one of your brothers here with me and take food for your starving households and go. But bring your youngest 
brother to me so I will know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will give your brother back to you, and you 

can trade in the land.’ Genesis 42:25-34 

We must remember that the brothers would have brought ‘many’ sacks with them, enough to keep their family well-

fed with grain for many months. They obviously came with a lot of silver to buy the grain which gives us an idea of 

the amount of silver Joseph must have given his brothers, probably as an act of benevolence. His brothers don’t see 

this as an act of benevolence though, they see it as God’s judgment upon them and didn’t know what to do about it. 
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After explaining everything that happened whilst in Egypt, Jacob and his sons now know that they have no choice but 

to go home and return to Egypt since Simeon is being kept in prison. 

‘As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver! When they and their father saw 
the money pouches, they were frightened. Their father Jacob said to them, ‘You have deprived me of my children. 
Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!’ Then 

Reuben said to his father, ‘You may put both of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to you. Entrust him to my 
care, and I will bring him back.’ But Jacob said, ‘My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead, and he 

is the only one left. If harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will bring my grey head down to the 
grave in sorrow.’ Genesis 42:35-38 

Jacob is being crippled emotionally and accuses his sons of being responsible, not only for the loss of his favourite 

son, Joseph, and for Simeon’s life, but also because they now want to put Benjamin’s life on the line. 

Reuben offered his two sons as hostages, Genesis 49:4, but Jacob clearly doesn’t trust them to take care of Benjamin 

and refuses to let him go, Romans 8:28. 

CHAPTER 43 

‘Now the famine was still severe in the land. So, when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from Egypt, their 
father said to them, ‘Go back and buy us a little more food.’ But Judah said to him, ‘The man warned us solemnly, 

‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ If you will send our brother along with us, we will 
go down and buy food for you. But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us, ‘You 
will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ Israel asked, ‘Why did you bring this trouble on me by 

telling the man you had another brother?’ They replied, ‘The man questioned us closely about ourselves and our 
family. ‘Is your father still living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have another brother?’ We simply answered his questions. 

How were we to know he would say, ‘Bring your brother down here’?’ Then Judah said to Israel his father, ‘Send the 
boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we and you and our children may live and not die. I myself will 
guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him 

here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life. As it is, if we had not delayed, we could have gone and 
returned twice.’ Then their father Israel said to them, ‘If it must be, then do this: Put some of the best products of the 
land in your bags and take them down to the man as a gift—a little balm and a little honey, some spices and myrrh, 
some pistachio nuts and almonds. Take double the amount of silver with you, for you must return the silver that was 
put back into the mouths of your sacks. Perhaps it was a mistake. Take your brother also and go back to the man at 
once. And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin 

come back with you. As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.’ Genesis 43:1-14 

JOSEPH’S BROTHERS’ SECOND VISIT TO EGYPT 

It appears Jacob’s sons didn’t return to Egypt straight away, which means that Simeon is still in prison in 

Egypt, Genesis 42:24. They waited until they had almost run out of food again. 

Judah is the one who now speaks to his father concerning Benjamin and tells him he needs to send Benjamin to Egypt 

with them, Genesis 42:20. Judah puts his own life on the line, after all, he did wrong to Joseph, Genesis 37:26-26 and 

he did wrong to Tamar, Genesis 38. 

It’s clear that Jacob and his family were feeling the effects of the famine because Jacob now decides it’s their only 

option. Jacob’s family would have had a good water supply from the many wells which they had dug, hence they had 

different kinds of fruit available to them, but the problem was the lack of grain which they would have used not only 
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to feed themselves but to feed their sheep and cattle. He’s prepared to send money, double the amount of money and 

gifts to Egypt. 

‘So, the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also. They hurried down to Egypt and 
presented themselves to Joseph. When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, ‘Take 
these men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.’ The man did as 
Joseph told him and took the men to Joseph’s house. Now the men were frightened when they were taken to his 

house. They thought, ‘We were brought here because of the silver that was put back into our sacks the first time. He 
wants to attack us and overpower us and seize us as slaves and take our donkeys.’ So, they went up to Joseph’s 

steward and spoke to him at the entrance to the house. ‘We beg your pardon, our lord,’ they said, ‘we came down 
here the first time to buy food. But at the place where we stopped for the night, we opened our sacks and each of us 

found his silver—the exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. So, we have brought it back with us. We have also 
brought additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t know who put our silver in our sacks.’ ‘It’s all right,’ he said. 

‘Don’t be afraid. Your God, the God of your father, has given you treasure in your sacks; I received your silver.’ 
Then he brought Simeon out to them. The steward took the men into Joseph’s house, gave them water to wash their 
feet and provided fodder for their donkeys. They prepared their gifts for Joseph’s arrival at noon, because they had 

heard that they were to eat there.’ Genesis 43:15-25 

When Joseph’s brothers arrived with Benjamin, Joseph appears to know that there’s something different about their 

attitudes. His brothers also appear to know that’s there’s something different about Joseph, although they still don’t 

recognise him, they appear confused as to why a meal is being prepared, which leads them to become afraid, 

especially concerning the silver they found in their sacks when they left Egypt after meeting Joseph the first 

time, Genesis 42:25. 

The brothers go on to explain that their money had been placed in their sacks on the previous journey, and Joseph’s 

servant told them not to be afraid because it was him who put the money in their sacks, notice also that he says, ‘your 

God, the God of your father’, it’s clear that Joseph must have been sharing his faith his with servants, for him to make 

that statement. 

‘When Joseph came home, they presented to him the gifts they had brought into the house, and they bowed down 
before him to the ground. He asked them how they were, and then he said, ‘How is your aged father you told me 
about? Is he still living?’ They replied, ‘Your servant our father is still alive and well.’ And they bowed down, 
prostrating themselves before him. As he looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son, he 

asked, ‘Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about?’ And he said, ‘God be gracious to you, my son.’ 
Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his private 
room and wept there. After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself, said, ‘Serve the food.’ They 

served him by himself, the brothers by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because 
Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews, for that is detestable to Egyptians. The men had been seated before him in the 
order of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at each other in astonishment. When portions 

were served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as anyone else’s. So, they 
feasted and drank freely with him.’ Genesis 43:26-34 

This is now the second and third time they have bowed down to Joseph, Genesis 42:6 in fulfilment of his earlier 

dreams, Genesis 37:5-9. Joseph recognised his brother Benjamin but to keep his pretence going, he asks his brothers 

anyway and is overcome with his emotions to such an extent that he runs out of the room to weep, probably because 

he hasn’t seen his brother Benjamin in years. 

Remember the Egyptians saw the Hebrews as ‘unclean’ because they were shepherds, this is the reason why they 

wouldn’t eat with them. It’s clear that Joseph’s brothers, who were seated in order of age, were astonished, why? 

Simply because they were confused about what was happening, the last time they were in Egypt Joseph spoke to 

them harshly, Genesis 42:2, and had them thrown in prison for three days, Genesis 42:17-18, and now he’s providing 

a meal for them. 
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Joseph showed his love for Benjamin by giving him five times as much food as his other brothers were given. He 

loved Benjamin because he was his brother who shared the same mother, Rachel, Genesis 30:22-24 / Genesis 35:18. 

CHAPTER 44 

‘Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: ‘Fill the men’s sacks with as much food as they can 
carry and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. Then put my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the 

youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.’ And he did as Joseph said. As morning dawned, the men 
were sent on their way with their donkeys. They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to his steward, ‘Go 
after those men at once, and when you catch up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil? Isn’t 

this the cup my master drinks from and also uses for divination? This is a wicked thing you have done.’ When he 
caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. But they said to him, ‘Why does my lord say such things? Far 
be it from your servants to do anything like that! We even brought back to you from the land of Canaan the silver we 
found inside the mouths of our sacks. So why would we steal silver or gold from your master’s house? If any of your 
servants is found to have it, he will die; and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.’ ‘Very well, then,’ he said, 

‘let it be as you say. Whoever is found to have it will become my slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.’ Each 
of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. Then the steward proceeded to search, beginning with 
the oldest and ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. At this, they tore their clothes. 

Then they all loaded their donkeys and returned to the city.’ Genesis 44:1-13 

Joseph comes up with a deceitful plan which will eventually lead to his father, Jacob being brought to Egypt. 

It’s possible that Joseph is teaching his brothers a lesson here that they would never forget but I don’t believe that this 

is a vengeful act on behalf of Joseph because he seems to have moved on from what his brothers did, remembering 

the meaning of his first son, Manasseh, which means, forget. 

He understands that he wouldn’t be in the blessed position he now finds himself in if his brothers hadn’t sold him into 

slavery, Genesis 37:28. He understands that it was God who wanted him in Egypt, and He used his brothers joyously 

to get him there. 

WHY DID JOSEPH ARRANGE THIS PLAN? 

It’s commonly accepted that Joseph was trying to find out if his brother’s hearts had actually changed, he wanted to 

find out if they still hated him after all these years. With this plot, he would soon discover if they would leave 

Benjamin in Egypt, which in turn would demonstrate if they really did care about their father, Jacob who was in great 

distress at the time, Genesis 42:38 / Genesis 43:14. 

Joseph had obviously spoken to and trusted his steward in all of this because the steward gave permission for all the 

brothers except Benjamin to return to Canaan. Notice the steward mentions that this silver cup was a cup which 

Joseph used for ‘divination’. 

Knowing the character of Joseph, I personally don’t believe he practised ‘divination’ but was trying to portray to his 

brothers that he did, it was all a part of the facade until he eventually revealed himself to his brothers. 

It’s not surprising that when the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, all the brothers denied knowing anything about it. 

They once again came to the conclusion that God was punishing them for their sinful behaviour towards 

Joseph, Genesis 42:21-22. 
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Credit must be given to Joseph’s brothers here for thinking about their father’s needs more than their own, as they 

didn’t want to leave without Benjamin. They tore their clothes and went back to the city to face any consequences 

which may occur. 

‘Joseph was still in the house when Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw themselves to the ground before 
him. Joseph said to them, ‘What is this you have done? Don’t you know that a man like me can find things out by 

divination?’ ‘What can we say to my lord?’ Judah replied. ‘What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? God 
has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and the one who was found to have 
the cup.’ But Joseph said, ‘Far be it from me to do such a thing! Only the man who was found to have the cup will 

become my slave. The rest of you, go back to your father in peace.’ Genesis 44:14-17 

It’s clear that Joseph’s brothers are in shock about finding the silver cup in Benjamin’s sack and to their credit they 

offer themselves as slaves as a consequence. Joseph at this point, knowing their innocence, and as part of his plan, but 

more importantly, God’s plan, to eventually get his father, Jacob into Egypt, he offers them a way out by simply 

saying that the brothers could leave but they must leave Benjamin behind. 

The brothers believe that all this is happening because of their sin and they recognise that they can’t hide sin from 

God because He sees and knows all things, Proverbs 28:13 / Isaiah 29:15 / Hebrews 4:13. 

‘Then Judah went up to him and said: ‘Pardon your servant, my lord, let me speak a word to my lord. Do not be angry 
with your servant, though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a 

brother?’ And we answered, ‘We have an aged father, and there is a young son born to him in his old age. His brother 
is dead, and he is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’ ‘Then you said to your servants, 

‘Bring him down to me so I can see him for myself.’ And we said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he 
leaves him, his father will die.’ But you told your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you 
will not see my face again.’ When we went back to your servant my father, we told him what my lord had said. ‘Then 
our father said, ‘Go back and buy a little more food.’ But we said, ‘We cannot go down. Only if our youngest brother 
is with us will we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ ‘Your servant my father 
said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. One of them went away from me, and I said, ‘He has surely 
been torn to pieces.” And I have not seen him since. If you take this one from me too and harm comes to him, you 
will bring my grey head down to the grave in misery.’ ‘So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your 

servant my father, and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life, sees that the boy isn’t there, he 
will die. Your servants will bring the grey head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. Your servant guaranteed 
the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, 
all my life!’ ‘Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy 

return with his brothers. How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery 
that would come on my father.’ Genesis 44:18-34 

We must admire Judah’s heartfelt honesty here as he confesses their sins and pleads for mercy. He explains what had 

happened with their father, Jacob, for Benjamin to be able to come to Egypt. 

He pleas and pours his heart out to Joseph, remembering that none of his brothers recognises him as Joseph yet, and 

tells him their father would die if they didn’t take Benjamin home to him. 

He pours his heart out again, in open confession and tells Joseph everything about their sin concerning Jacob’s other 

son, Joseph, who, out of jealousy and hatred had sold him into slavery around twenty-two years ago. In Judah’s mind, 

he was pleading for mercy from an unmerciful ruler and even offered himself as a slave, to the very person that he 

was part of selling as a slave many years before. 

He was willing to give himself for his brother and so, there’s no denying that Judah was indeed, a changed man, as 

were his brothers. 

We know that Joseph’s brothers don’t resent Benjamin, Genesis 43:34, and we know from this chapter that they trust 

each other, Genesis 44:9, they stick together, Genesis 44:13, they humble for the sake of Benjamin, Genesis 44:14, 
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they have remembered their sin and now feel guilt, Genesis 44:16, they offer themselves as slaves not abandoning 

Benjamin, Genesis 44:16, they show concern for their father, Genesis 44:29-31, and Judah offers himself as a 

sacrifice, Genesis 44:33. 

We can only imagine the weight which has been removed from their shoulders as they confess their sins openly, all 

those years of carrying that guilt and shame would be removed from them at that point, Psalm 51:1-5 / James 5:16 / 1 

John 1:9 / 1 John 2:1-2, and they are happy to face the consequences of their actions. 

If we learn anything from this chapter, it’s surely the attitude of Judah, yes, Joseph was the ruler of Egypt but Judah 

stood up as a real leader amongst his brothers and is blessed, even to this day by having his name honoured by God 

for eternity, through whom the Messiah would eventually come, Genesis 49:8-12 / Matthew 1:2 / Luke 

3:30 / Hebrews 7:14 / Revelation 5:5 / Revelation 7:5. 

CHAPTER 45 

‘Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, ‘Have everyone leave my 
presence!’ So, there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that 

the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph! Is my 
father still living?’ But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. Then 

Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come close to me.’ When they had done so, he said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, the one 
you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because 
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the 
next five years there will be no ploughing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. ‘So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made 

me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my father and say to him, 
‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. You shall 
live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all 

you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your 
household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ ‘You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother 

Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to you. Tell my father about all the honour accorded me in Egypt and 
about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.’ Then he threw his arms around his brother 

Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. 
Afterward his brothers talked with him.’ Genesis 45:1-15 

JOSEPH FINALLY REVEALS HIMSELF TO HIS 
BROTHERS 

What an emotional chapter this is, not only for Joseph but for his brothers and their father Jacob as Joseph finally 

reveals himself to his brothers. Joseph can’t control his emotions anymore and orders everyone to leave until he’s left 

just with his brothers. Imagine the shock his brothers would have had when Joseph spoke their language, Genesis 

43:23. 

Thanks to Judah’s emotionally pleas for mercy and honest confessions, Genesis 44:18-34, it was now time for Joseph 

to reveal himself, it was now time to stop the acting and pretending to be someone he wasn’t. There’s no doubt in 

Joseph’s mind that his brother’s hearts had genuinely changed. And so, with a heart full of emotions and compassion, 

he reveals himself to them and his brothers are shocked and at a loss, as to what to say. 

We can’t help but to try and put ourselves in their shoes and try to imagine what everyone must have been feeling at 

this moment, this was a very emotional time for everyone. 
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I’m sure Joseph’s brothers would still be filled with guilt and so, to ease that guilt, he tells them that it was God 

Himself, who sent him to Egypt first in order that He may ‘save their lives’. 

God obviously revealed this to Joseph at some point in time, but we don’t know when. God was obviously using 

Joseph’s brothers for a greater purpose, God doesn’t create evil, but He can use evil to bring about His will, Psalm 

41:9 / John 17:12. 

God also sent Joseph to Egypt ahead of his family because He wanted to preserve a ‘remnant of people’. Again, we 

don’t know when God revealed this to Joseph, but he now seems to understand why God chose Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob to be called out of the nations of the world, Genesis 12:1-3. Joseph understood the reason he was in Egypt 

wasn’t because of his brother’s evil actions but because wanted him there, Genesis 50:20 and God wanted all of 

Jacob’s family there. 

The emotions continue as Joseph kisses his brothers, this is a picture of complete restoration and complete 

reconciliation, Matthew 5:21-26 / Matthew 18:15-20. 

Notice what it took for them to get to this place, first of all, the brothers had to recognise their past sins, Genesis 

42:21-22, secondly, they had to go through the consequences of their sins, Genesis 42:28, thirdly, because they 

couldn’t deal with their sin, they were moved to ask for mercy, Genesis 44:27-32, and finally, they had to show true 

repentance for their sins, Genesis 44:33-34 / 2 Corinthians 7:10. 

‘When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his officials were 
pleased. Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and return to the land of Canaan 
and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy 
the fat of the land.’ ‘You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children and 
your wives and get your father and come. Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be 
yours.’ So, the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he also gave them 

provisions for their journey. To each of them he gave new clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of 
silver and five sets of clothes. And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, 

and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey. Then he sent his brothers 
away, and as they were leaving, he said to them, ‘Don’t quarrel on the way!’ So, they went up out of Egypt and came 
to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told him, ‘Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.’ Jacob 
was stunned; he did not believe them. But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw 
the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. And Israel said, ‘I’m convinced! 

My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.’ Genesis 45:16-28 

Pharaoh blessed the sons of Jacob because of Joseph and he issued a royal order and organised that Joseph’s family 

should have their needs met and should be given the best land in Egypt, Genesis 45:9-10. 

Remember the Canaanites were shepherds and the Egyptians saw them as ‘unclean’, nevertheless, this order by 

Pharaoh shows the deep respect and love he had for Joseph, Genesis 43:32. He supplied everything Joseph’s family 

needed in order for them to bring all their possessions to Egypt. 

The reason why Joseph told them ‘not to quarrel on the way’ is simply to remind them that everything has been dealt 

with, everything is out in the open and so, there is no room for blaming anyone and trying to put a guilt trip on 

themselves when the guilt was removed, it’s all in the past. 

We can only imagine the emotions that Jacob, their father, was going through when he’s told their report that Joseph 

is still alive and ruler of all Egypt. He was obviously in shock at first and didn’t believe their report, but once it all 

sunk in and he believed, it was at that point he was revived. 

Look at the attitude of the brothers again, their hearts had truly changed as they explained to their father everything, 

they had done concerning selling Joseph into slavery, Genesis 37 19-35. 

Jacob must have been devastated at all the lies and deceit but was willing to forgive them when he was their 

repentance and understood it was all a part of God’s plan to get him and his family into Egypt. 
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Notice that Jacob is called Israel again, this is to remind us that God had a plan to eventually make Israel a great 

nation, Exodus 19:5-6 / 1 Peter 2:9-10, from whom the Messiah would eventually come. A name change usually 

signifies a change of identity and character. Jacob’s name was changed to Israel which means, ‘he struggles with 

God’, Genesis 25:10. 

When his name is mentioned as Jacob, this is an indication that he’s returning to his old self. When his name is 

mentioned as Israel, this is an indication that his mind is set on God. 

CHAPTER 46 

‘So, Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father 
Isaac. And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, ‘Jacob! Jacob!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. ‘I am God, the 
God of your father,’ he said. ‘Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. I 
will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your 

eyes.’ Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the 
carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. So, Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt, taking with them their 

livestock and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan. Jacob brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons 
and his daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring.’ Genesis 46:1-7 

After the emotions of being told that Joseph is alive, Genesis 45:25-28, Israel, that is Jacob, moves his family towards 

Egypt and when he reaches Beersheba, where Abraham lived, Genesis 22:19, and where Isaac lived, Genesis 26:23, 

and so Israel offered the God of his father, Isaac, a sacrifice. 

Because he’s afraid, God reassures him that everything that happened, including the famine, was part of God’s plan 

to not only save their lives, Genesis 45:5, and preserve a remnant, Genesis 45:7, but also to make him into a great 

nation. Once in Egypt they would stay there for four hundred years, again which was part of God’s plan, Genesis 

15:13-14. 

‘These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt: Reuben the firstborn of 
Jacob. The sons of Reuben: Hanok, Pallu, Hezron and Karmi. The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, 

Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. The sons of Judah: 
Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zerah (but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez: Hezron and 
Hamul. The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub and Shimron. The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon and Jahleel. These 
were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, besides his daughter Dinah. These sons and daughters of his were 
thirty-three in all. The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli. The sons of Asher: Imnah, 
Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their sister was Serah. The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malkiel. These were the children 
born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his daughter Leah—sixteen in all. The sons of Jacob’s wife 
Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of 

Potiphera, priest of On. The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and 
Ard. These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all. The son of Dan: Hushim. The sons of 
Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban had given to 
his daughter Rachel—seven in all. All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants, 
not counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. With the two sons who had been born to Joseph in Egypt, 

the members of Jacob’s family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all.’ Genesis 46:8-27 

As we’ve mentioned before genealogies are very important to the Jews as they trace their family lines, they were 

especially important if a Jew wanted to serve as a priest in the tabernacle or temple, because they had to be able to 

prove they originated from the tribe of Levi. 

Coffman writes the following concerning this genealogy. Note that the two sons of Pharez, Hezron and Hamul are 

given in Genesis 46:12. Therefore, we add Heron, Hamul, and Dinah, Genesis 46:15, for a total of 34 names. From 
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these, we subtract Er and Onan, who died in Canaan, for a total of 32 names, but the text says the number of Leah’s 

family totalled 33 names, Genesis 46:15. 

The total, if Jacob is included, was 33, if Jacob was not included, the other was an unnamed daughter of Leah. Jacob 

had both a grandson, by Reuben, and a great-grandson, by Pharez named Hezron, but it was the great-grandson by 

Pharez who was in the ancestry of Jesus, Luke 3:33. Kohath was in the ancestry of Moses, Exodus 6:16 / Exodus 

6:20. 

Several things need to be said about this list. It does not include any of the daughters, except Dinah and Serah, despite 

the mention of Jacob’s daughters, and his son’s daughters in Genesis 46:7. The whole list is therefore contrived by 

the sacred narrator as a round number. It’s quite obvious also that some of the names in this list are of persons born 

after the entry into Egypt, as we may not suppose that Benjamin, described repeatedly as a ‘lad’ at this time, was 

suddenly a patriarch with ten children before the move to Egypt could be affected. The same appears to be true of 

Pharez. 

Thus, this enumeration of ‘The Seventy’ serves the purpose of emphasising that number is considered to be a sacred 

number by the Jews, and apparently so honoured by Jesus himself. 

SEVENTY 

The number seventy seems to have been associated in a peculiar way with the nation of Israel ever since the time 

when seventy apparently became the founders of the nation. 

1. Seventy nations of the world are listed in Genesis 10. 

2. Seventy elders are mentioned in Numbers 11:16. 

3. Seventy years of captivity in Babylon were the punishment of Judah. 2 Chronicles 36:21. 

4. Seventy weeks were determined for Israel in which to finish the transgression. Daniel 9:24. 

5. Seventy translators produced the Septuagint. 

6. The Sanhedrin was composed of seventy members. 

7. Jesus Christ himself sent out the ‘seventy’ witnesses of his kingdom. Luke 10:1. 

8. ‘The days of our years are threescore and ten.’ Psalms 90:10. 

The great intention, therefore, of this list is to show that there were seventy founders of the nation of Israel who went 

into Egypt. 

You will note that in Acts 7:14 Stephen mentions that seventy-five people of Jacob’s family moved to Egypt. Stephen 

refers to the Greek Septuagint which included the five grandsons of Joseph, thus making the seventy-five people from 

whom the entire nation of Israel would be born in the land of Egypt. 

‘Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the region of 
Goshen, Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared 
before him, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time. Israel said to Joseph, ‘Now I am ready to 

die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.’ Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s 
household, ‘I will go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who 
were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have 

brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.’ When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your 
occupation?’ you should answer, ‘Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.’ 
Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.’ Genesis 

46:28-34 
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JACOB’S FAMILY SETTLE IN GOSHEN 

We can almost sense the anticipation between Joseph and Jacob, Jacob sends Judah to get directions, and Joseph gets 

his chariot ready, what an emotional reunion this is between Joseph and his father, Jacob. 

I can imagine there would be tears flowing for a long time from both of them. Israel, that is Jacob, now understands 

that God’s promise for him to become a great nation is now being fulfilled, and so, he’s ready to die. Joseph took the 

lead in finding the place for his father’s family to settle and it appears that Judah now takes the lead to settle Jacob’s 

family in Goshen. Goshen was located at the mouth of the River Nile and it was the best place available, Genesis 

45:10 / Genesis 47:11-12. 

As I’ve mentioned a few times now, the Egyptians saw these Canaanite shepherds as ‘unclean’, the lowest of low of 

society, hence why the Egyptians saw them as detestable and wouldn’t allow them anywhere near the centre of 

Egypt. 

God’s plan to get the house of Israel into Egypt was now fulfilled, all those dreams and famines were sent by God for 

this purpose. 

CHAPTER 47 

‘Joseph went and told Pharaoh, ‘My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and everything they own, have 
come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.’ He chose five of his brothers and presented them before 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh asked the brothers, ‘What is your occupation?’ ‘Your servants are shepherds,’ they replied to 

Pharaoh, ‘just as our fathers were.’ They also said to him, ‘We have come to live here for a while, because the famine 
is severe in Canaan and your servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen.’ 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Your father and your brothers have come to you, and the land of Egypt is before you; settle 
your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among 
them with special ability, put them in charge of my own livestock.’ Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and 

presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him, ‘How old are you?’ And Jacob said 
to Pharaoh, ‘The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do 
not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.’ Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence. So, 
Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land, the district of 
Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’s household with 

food, according to the number of their children.’ Genesis 47:1-12 

The reason Joseph’s family were allowed to stay in Egypt was because Pharaoh allowed it to happen, this was the 

custom of the day. Pharaoh had to know everyone who was coming and going in and through Egypt. God was 

obviously working through Pharaoh without him realising it. 

Five of Joseph’s brothers go to speak to Pharaoh and explain the reason why they want to live in Goshen. Jacob’s 

sons believed they were only going to stay in Egypt for a while, the reality was God planned for them to stay in Egypt 

for 430 years, Exodus 12:30. 

Notice that Pharaoh asks them what their occupation was and if they had any special abilities. Pharaoh is obviously 

looking at how Jacob’s family could be used to help in the Egyptian economy. Remember the Egyptians looked upon 

shepherds as the lowest class of society and so because Goshen was on the outskirts of Egypt, they believed that these 

Israelite shepherds wouldn’t be able to cause any damage to their economy and pose no threat to their religion. 
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WHY DID PHARAOH ASK JACOB HOW OLD HE 
WAS? 

We don’t really know why he asked Jacob his age, he may have remembered that his father and all the Pharaoh’s 

fathers before him died when they were around seventy years of age, which was the normal age span for this time. 

It’s possible that he asked this question because he was amazed that Jacob, who was 130 years of age, was still alive 

and standing in front of him and Jacob’s father and all the fathers before him lived much longer. 

The district of Rameses was in the north-eastern part of Goshen, it was a city which would eventually be built and 

named after Ramses II, Exodus 1:11. 

‘There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe; both Egypt and Canaan wasted 
away because of the famine. Joseph collected all the money that was to be found in Egypt and Canaan in payment for 

the grain they were buying, and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace. When the money of the people of Egypt and 
Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said, ‘Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our 

money is all gone.’ ‘Then bring your livestock,’ said Joseph. ‘I will sell you food in exchange for your livestock, 
since your money is gone.’ So, they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange for their 

horses, their sheep and goats, their cattle and donkeys. And he brought them through that year with food in exchange 
for all their livestock. When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, ‘We cannot hide from 

our lord the fact that since our money is gone and our livestock belongs to you, there is nothing left for our lord 
except our bodies and our land. Why should we perish before your eyes—we and our land as well? Buy us and our 

land in exchange for food, and we with our land will be in bondage to Pharaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and 
not die, and that the land may not become desolate.’ So, Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The 

Egyptians, one and all, sold their fields, because the famine was too severe for them. The land became Pharaoh’s, and 
Joseph reduced the people to servitude, from one end of Egypt to the other. However, he did not buy the land of the 
priests, because they received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the allotment Pharaoh 

gave them. That is why they did not sell their land. Joseph said to the people, ‘Now that I have bought you and your 
land today for Pharaoh, here is seed for you so you can plant the ground. But when the crop comes in, give a fifth of 

it to Pharaoh. The other four-fifths you may keep as seed for the fields and as food for yourselves and your 
households and your children.’ ‘You have saved our lives,’ they said. ‘May we find favour in the eyes of our lord; we 
will be in bondage to Pharaoh.’ So, Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—that 
a fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s.’ Genesis 

47:13-26 

THREE STAGES OF THE FAMINE 

In these verses we read about the here stages of the famine, in verses 13-14, we read about the first stage which was 

during the later years of the famine. Notice that Pharaoh becomes the owner of the land, except where the priests 

lived, and the people as a whole served as labourers on the land, but Pharaoh received all the money. 

In verses 15-17 we read about stage two of the famine, although we don’t know exactly what ‘that year’ was. In 

verses 18-19, we read about the third stage of the famine, which was the last year of the famine because ‘seed’ is 

brought to Pharaoh. 

Coffman points out that ‘the second year’ isn’t a reference to the second year of the famine, but to the second year 

after the flocks and herds had been liquidated for bread. The next seven verses, 20-26, outline the consequences of 

what happened in these three phases. 
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Although ‘one fifth’ or 20% may seem a lot, it’s relatively low, even when we compare it to today’s standards of tax. 

This tax would certainly help Pharaoh and his household, but it would also help everyone else in the process as this 

would provide the protection needed whilst everyone lived in Egypt, and like we do today, everything you earn, after 

paying tax is all yours. 

Joseph appears to agree with this new tax system, although reluctantly we could argue and the people appear to agree 

with this new tax system and when we read through our Bibles, we see that everyone agreed with paying this tax, 

until the time of Moses at least. 

‘Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired property there and were fruitful and 
increased greatly in number. Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and forty-
seven. When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called for his son Joseph and said to him, ‘If I have found favour 

in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise that you will show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not 
bury me in Egypt, but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.’ ‘I will 
do as you say,’ he said. ‘Swear to me,’ he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the 

top of his staff.’ Genesis 47:27-31 

In order for Jacob to be able to see God’s fulfilment of him becoming a great nation, God blessed him with seventeen 

more years of life. He’s old and knows his time on earth is coming to an end and he asks Joseph to promise him that 

he would be buried in the promised land, Genesis 28:13-15 / Genesis 35:11-12. 

It wasn’t long after Joseph swore to his father, that he would bury him in the promised land, that Jacob died. 

CHAPTER 48 

‘Some time later Joseph was told, ‘Your father is ill.’ So, he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim along with 
him. When Jacob was told, ‘Your son Joseph has come to you,’ Israel rallied his strength and sat up on the bed.’ 

Genesis 48:1-2 

We don’t know the time span when Joseph is told his father isn’t well, but when he is told he immediately goes to 

him with his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Jacob is obviously coming to the end of his life and is very weak, but 

he manages to get enough strength to sit on his bed. 

Notice again how Jacob’s name is used, when speaking of his illness he’s called Jacob but when speaking of his role 

as the head of the family, he’s called Israel. 

‘Jacob said to Joseph, ‘God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there he blessed me and said 
to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and increase your numbers. I will make you a community of peoples, and I 

will give this land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.’ Genesis 48:3-4 

We don’t know exactly where Jacob is referring to here, in terms of God appearing to him, some suggest it could 

be Genesis 28:19, others suggest it could be Genesis 36:9-13, and others still suggest it could be both. Luz was the 

place where God appeared to Jacob, but later he changed its name to Bethel, Genesis 28:10-22. 

Jacob relates to Joseph the promises of God which include the promise of land, Canaan. 

‘Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; Ephraim and 
Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are mine. Any children born to you after them will be yours; in 

the territory they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their brothers. As I was returning from Paddan, to 
my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we were still on the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So, I 

buried her there beside the road to Ephrath’ (that is, Bethlehem).’ Genesis 48:5-7 
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The promises of the covenant were to be continued throughout Jacob’s future generations, but to do this he had to 

claim the two sons of Joseph as part of his future generations. Reuben and Simeon were the two firstborn sons of 

Jacob and so, what he does here is elevate Ephraim and Manasseh to the same level as his eleven other sons. 

WHY DID JACOB GIVE JOSEPH A DOUBLE 
PORTION? 

To answer this question, maybe it’s easier to ask why Reuben and Simeon didn’t receive a double portion of the 

birthright. Reuben was guilty of incest, Genesis 35:21-29, and Simeon was involved in murder, Genesis 34:25-31. It 

was because of these reasons that neither of them received a double portion of the birthright. 

Jacob gives Joseph a double portion of the birthright because Joseph was ultimately the one whom God used to save 

his family throughout the famine and also because Joseph was the firstborn of Rachel, Jacob’s real love, Genesis 

29:18, and wife, Genesis 29:28. 

I’m sure Jacob prayed that he would have more sons through Rachel, but she died when she gave birth to 

Benjamin, Genesis 35:16-18. Jacob is clearly demonstrating his love for Rachel, even though she died, he raises her 

status as the grandmother of Ephraim and Manasseh. 

‘When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, ‘Who are these?’ ‘They are the sons God has given me here,’ Joseph 
said to his father. Then Israel said, ‘Bring them to me so I may bless them.’ Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of 
old age, and he could hardly see. So, Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced 

them. Israel said to Joseph, ‘I never expected to see your face again, and now God has allowed me to see your 
children too.’ Genesis 48:8-11 

Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh, Josephs’s two sons, Hebrews 11:21. Notice that Jacob wasn’t blind, but his 

eyes were ‘failing’ due to old age, just like his father Isaac was suffering from the same eyesight problem, Genesis 

27:1 / Ecclesiastes 12:3. Getting old is a real blessing but sometimes it comes at a cost, in Jacob’s case it was his eyes 

which were failing. 

It’s clear that Jacob loved Ephraim and Manasseh because he kissed them and embraced them, just like any 

grandfather would do with his grandchildren, Proverbs 17:6. Jacob feels very blessed by God, not only for being able 

to see Joseph but his grandchildren. 

‘Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with his face to the ground. And Joseph took both 
of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel’s right hand and 

brought them close to him. But Israel reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the 
younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn.’ 

Genesis 48:12-14 

What we read happening here is an adoption ceremony, where Ephraim and Manasseh would probably be kneeling 

between the knees of Jacob, notice also that Joseph knelt down too. 

We are told that Joseph held Manasseh in one hand and Ephraim in his other hand. Manasseh was held near Israel’s 

right hand and Ephraim was held near Israel’s left hand. In ancient times, it was the practice that the grandfather 

would bless the first grandson with his right hand. The highest blessing was granted with the right hand. 

But notice that Jacob switched his hands and gave the highest blessing to the second born grandson, Ephraim. Later 

in Genesis 48:17-22, we read that Jacob wasn’t just old and forgetful, he did this on purpose. God must have revealed 

to Jacob that Ephraim would have the more significant descendants. 
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Interestingly, this is the first example of laying on of hands in the Scriptures, in order to pass on a blessing or to pass 

on a gift, Deuteronomy 29:9 / Acts 6:6 / Matthew 19:13 / Acts 19:6. 

THE BLESSING 

Willis gives the following characteristics of the type of blessing Jacob was here bestowing upon the sons of Joseph. 

1. It was a very formal, solemn, and serious affair. 

2. If the one conveying it was empowered by God to do so, it carried with it the power to achieve what was promised. 

3. When the blessing was uttered, it was irrevocable. 

4. The patriarch always asked the identity of the one who would receive the blessing. 

5. Those to be blessed were invited to come forward. 

6. The recipient(s) was(were) embraced and kissed. 

7. The right hand of the patriarch rested on the head of the one to receive the greater blessing. 

This sheds further light on the reason for Jacob’s asking for the identity of Joseph’s sons; it was a part of the formal 

procedure and did not mean that Jacob had never seen them before. 

‘Then he blessed Joseph and said, ‘May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully, the 
God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, the Angel who has delivered me from all harm—may he bless 
these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase 

greatly on the earth.’ Genesis 48:14-16 

Jacob now blesses Joseph, but indirectly blessing Joseph’s sons. Coffman suggests the following concerning these 

verses. 

‘One of the great things of significance in these verses is the triple designation of God, who is extolled as, ‘Deum 

Patrem, Deum Pastorem, and Angelum.’ This means God of My Fathers, Shepherd God, and Angel of Jehovah. 

There are many names of God in the Bible; and, as always, the name chosen signified not some special ‘source’ but 

some special significance. Habakkuk 1:12 also uses three names for God in a single verse! The Angel mentioned here 

is the Angel of Jehovah, identified with God Himself in the prophecies.’ 

The word ‘delivered’ is actually the word, ‘redeemed’ and this is the first time this word is used in the Scriptures. The 

word means to ‘buy back’ and is used when a close relative was under obligation to ‘buy back’ a mortgaged priority 

of a close relative who lost their property due to unforeseen circumstances. It also carries with it the idea of a close 

relative ‘buying back’ another relative who had given themselves over into slavery, Leviticus 25:25-55. 

As most old people do, they reminisce and think about their lives, Here Jacob reminds himself of the time when God 

redeemed him when he deceived Esau and Isaac, in order to steal Esau’s birthright, Genesis 27:1-45. Thanks to 

Joseph and God working through him, Jacob had witnessed first-hand, the respective work of God. 

‘When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head he was displeased; so, he took hold of his 
father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. Joseph said to him, ‘No, my father, this one is the 

firstborn; put your right hand on his head.’ But his father refused and said, ‘I know, my son, I know. He too will 
become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his 

descendants will become a group of nations.’ Genesis 48:17-19 
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Joseph was obviously watching very carefully and wasn’t very happy with what happened. He tried to change the 

blessing because he thought his father made a mistake in his old age, but he failed because Jacob who was fully 

aware of what he was doing, continued with the blessing. Make no mistake about it, this was God’s will, being 

carried out here. 

We’ve seen this happen a few times in Genesis where the younger brother was chosen over the older brother, Isaac 

and Ishmael, Genesis 17:21 / Romans 9:6-9, Jacob and Esau, Genesis 25:32-33 / Romans 9:11-13, Joseph and 

Rueben, Genesis 35:22, and now Ephraim is chosen instead of Manasseh. Jacob knew exactly what he was doing 

here, he knew that Manasseh was the firstborn, but it would be the descendants of Ephraim who would be greater. 

The words spoken here by Jacob were indeed from God as everything he said concerning Ephraim came true later in 

the years to follow, Genesis 50:23 / 1 Kings 12. The Northern Kingdom of Israel was to be identified with Ephraim, 

and the whole nation was then called Ephraim, we this clearly in the book of Hosea. 

‘He blessed them that day and said, ‘In your name will Israel pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you like 
Ephraim and Manasseh.’ So, he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. Then Israel said to Joseph, ‘I am about to die, but 
God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers. And to you I give one more ridge of land than to 

your brothers, the ridge I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow.’ Genesis 48:20-22 

After the blessing, it appears that Joseph has accepted that this was God’s will. Jacob asks for a request to die in his 

own country, Joshua 24:32 / John 4:5-6, he obviously trusts in the promises of God, Genesis 15:18-21 / Genesis 

26:3 / Genesis 28:13. 

Jacob now gives Joseph ‘one ridge’ or ‘one portion’ of the Promised Land more than his brothers, this would be near 

Shechem where Jacob had fought the Amorites, although there is no Scripture reference to this event. 

CHAPTER 49 

‘Then Jacob called for his sons and said: ‘Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come. 
‘Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel.’ Genesis 49:1-2 

Before Jacob dies, he makes some prophecies concerning his sons, which would come to fulfilment through their 

descendants. This is the first conscience prophecy given by man in the Bible. Jacob now realises he is Israel. 

‘Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling in honour, excelling in power. 
Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for you went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled 

it.’ Genesis 49:3-4 

REUBEN 

God had promised Jacob that he would become a great nation, Genesis 35:11, and this began with Reuben who was 

Jacob’s firstborn son, he should have resumed the leadership role of all the sons, but due to his sin which involved 

incest, when he defiled Jacob’s couch with Bilhah, Genesis 35:22, this wasn’t going to happen. 

The tribe of Reuben never does excel, there’s never a judge, king or prophet who comes from that tribe, he was the 

first tribe to ask for a place to settle in the Promised Land, even before the conquest began, Numbers 32. 

It was Reuben who erected an unlawful place of worship, Joshua 22:10-34, and later, in the days of Deborah, it was 

his tribe who broke their pledge and refused to join in the fight, Judges 5:15-16. 
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‘Simeon and Levi are brothers—their swords are weapons of violence. Let me not enter their council, let me not join 
their assembly, for they have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased. Cursed be their anger, so 

fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel.’ Genesis 49:5-7 

SIMEON AND LEVI 

It was both Simeon and Levi who went behind their father’s back and murdered the men of Shechem, Genesis 34:25- 

29. They both wouldn’t have a land to settle in but would be scattered throughout the other tribes, Joshua 19:1-

9 / Joshua 21:1-42 / 1 Chronicles 4:27-43. 

Their past sins finally catch up with them and their anger was their problem, it was a sin because it was self-

willed, Ephesians 4:26 / Ephesians 4:31. Thirty-five years later, the tribe of Simeon were the weakest of tribes in 

terms of population, Numbers 26:14 / Joshua 19:1 / Numbers 1:23. 

This is also a blessing for Levi as they were to be priests and the Lord would be their inheritance, Exodus 

32:26 / Exodus 32:28. There was to be a nation of priests but that was lost, but now in the New Testament is found, 1 

Peter 2:9. 

‘Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow 
down to you. You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, 

like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The sceptre will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his 
feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. He will tether his donkey to 

a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes 
will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.’ Genesis 49:8-12 

JUDAH 

Because Judah had shown good mature leadership qualities, he would eventually be the leading military and political 

leader of the nation of Israel. The sceptre which the tribe of Judah used was that of a lion, symbolising strength and 

courage. 

Notice Judah’s authority will stand ‘until he to whom it belongs shall come’, some translations use the word, 

‘Shiloh’. No one is really sure what this word means, some suggest it means ‘rest’ and others suggest it means ‘rest 

giver’, but one thing is clear, Judah has the right to rule and this clearly has a prophetic meaning, concerning the 

coming of the Messiah, 1 Samuel 16:1-13 / 2 Samuel 2:1-4 / 2 Samuel 5:1-5. 

It would be through the tribe of Judah that the Messiah would eventually come, Revelation 5:5. Jewish tradition says 

that Judah was afraid because of what his father had said to Rueben and Simeon and Levi. 

‘Zebulun will live by the seashore and become a haven for ships; his border will extend toward Sidon.’ Genesis 49:13 

ZEBULUN 

Jacob says that the descendants of Zebulun would be sea merchants, they wouldn’t literally settle in Sidon but near 

it, Deuteronomy 33:19. 50,000 men from the Zebulun tribe went out to battle with David, 1 Chronicles 12:33. 
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‘Issachar is a raw-boned donkey lying down among the sheep pens. When he sees how good is his resting place and 

how pleasant is his land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden and submit to forced labour.’ Genesis 49:14-15 

ISSACHAR 

Issachar turned out to be a tribe who was very happy with the physical, they enjoyed the comforts of the land and the 

food, which meant they would rather seek peace and become slaves, rather than fight for their freedom. We get the 

impression that Issachar would be strong but at the same time very lazy in character. 

‘Dan will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan will be a snake by the roadside, a viper 
along the path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider tumbles backward. ‘I look for your deliverance, LORD.’ 

Genesis 49:16-18 

DAN 

The tribe of Dan, who would be few in number and not very strong, would become very good at coming up with sly 

plans to overcome their enemies, Judges 13-16 / Judges 18. The name Dan means ‘judge’, but his descendants would 

later come to be known for their deceitfulness and deception against Israel’s enemies. 

They committed idolatry and they led others to do the same, 1 Kings 12:26-30 / Amos 8:14. Because of the idolatry, 

the tribe of Dan isn’t mentioned as a tribe in Revelation 7:5-7. 

‘Gad will be attacked by a band of raiders, but he will attack them at their heels.’ Genesis 49:19 

GAD 

The tribe of Gad despite being attacked by raiders would eventually be victorious. They were going to be a very 

brave tribe who weren’t afraid to fight against any enemy, 1 Chronicles 12:8-15 / Jeremiah 49:1. 

‘Asher’s food will be rich; he will provide delicacies fit for a king.’ Genesis 49:20 

ASHER 

Asher lived in the lowlands along the Mediterranean between Carmel and Tyre, this was a fruitful and fertile part of 

the land, later, Solomon supplied King Hiram wheat and oil products from this part of the land, 1 Kings 

5:11 / Deuteronomy 33:24. 

‘Naphtali is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns.’ Genesis 49:21 
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NAPHTALI 

Most people aren’t really sure what Jacob means here concerning Naphtali, but it appears to be speaking about some 

kind of freedom. The tribe is mentioned in Judges 4:6 / Judges 4:10 / Judges 5:18, where Deborah sings a song about 

her victory over the Canaanite king, Jabin. They would live near the Sea of Galilee, Matthew 4:12-16. 

‘Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a spring, whose branches climb over a wall. With bitterness archers 
attacked him; they shot at him with hostility. But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of 
the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, because of your father’s God, who 
helps you, because of the Almighty, who blesses you with blessings of the skies above, blessings of the deep springs 

below, blessings of the breast and womb. Your father’s blessings are greater than the blessings of the ancient 
mountains, than the bounty of the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the brow of the prince 

among his brothers.’ Genesis 49:22-26 

JOSEPH 

Joseph has been through a lot in his life due to his brother’s jealousy and hatred towards him, but here, he’s told that 

God will look after him and bless him richly because he suffered so much. While Judah was the spiritual leader, 

Joseph was to become the political leader who would receive material blessings. This didn’t last long and ended when 

the Assyrians invaded the Northern Kingdom of Israel and brought an end to the ten tribes. 

Coffman says the following concerning the reference to ‘The Mighty One of Jacob’. He says that this is the first of 

five names for God which Jacob used here and in Genesis 49:25. 

The Mighty One of Jacob. Psalm 132:2 / Psalm 132:5 / Isaiah 49:26 / Isaiah 60:16. 

The Shepherd. Psalm 23 / Ezekiel 34:11-16 / Psalm 80:1. 

The Stone of Israel. Deuteronomy 32:4 / Deuteronomy 32:15 / Deuteronomy 32:18 / Deuteronomy 32:30-31 / Psalm 

18:2. 

The God of thy Father. Exodus 3:15. 

God Almighty. Genesis 17:1 / Genesis 28:3 / Genesis 35:11 / Genesis 43:14 / Exodus 6:3. 

‘Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the plunder.’ Genesis 

49:27 

BENJAMIN 

Like a ravenous wolf, Benjamin’s descendants would become known for their great swordsmen and left-handed stone 

slingers, Judges 3:15 / Judges 20:15-16, King Saul from was the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Samuel 9:21 / 1 Samuel 11:6-

11ff. Over in the New Testament, we learn that Saul of Tarsus was from the same tribe, Philippians 3:5. 

‘All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he blessed them, giving each 
the blessing appropriate to him.’ Genesis 49:28 

The twelve sons of Israel became the twelve tribes of Israel, each of them blessed in different ways, they were all 

individually blessed appropriately. 



169 

Notice though that there was no blessing given to Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, but rather a curse, how then is this a 

blessing for every one of them? 

Matthew Poole writes the following to answer this question. 

‘He blessed them all implicitly and really, though not expressly, or in words, because he gave each of them apart in 

Canaan, and his taking away from Reuben only the right of the first-born, plainly supposeth that he left him his single 

portion and inheritance. And he might well be said to bless them all because he left them all an interest in God’s 

covenant, one article whereof was the giving of Canaan, or part of Canaan, to them, and this was an earnest of the 

other branches or articles of it; though it is probable he also added some short blessing, or prayer to God for his 

blessing, upon them all.’ 

In the listing of the twelve tribes, Joseph is counted as one in Deuteronomy 33, Simeon is omitted, and Ephraim and 

Manasseh take the place of Joseph. In Numbers 2, Simeon is retained, Levi is omitted, and Ephraim and Manasseh 

replace Joseph. 

In Genesis 35:23-26, we find the names of Jacob’s sons, twelve in all, but when we go to Joshua 13-19, we find the 

distribution of land to the twelve tribes, but you will notice that Joseph isn’t mentioned. 

We know that the Levites weren’t given an inheritance of land as priests, Joshua 13:14, but the one tribe you never 

hear about is the tribe of Joseph, who was Jacob’s favourite son. The tribe of Joseph is missing, except for a reference 

in Joshua 17:14. 

In its place, two tribes were created and were named after Joseph’s first two sons. With the removal of Levi and 

Joseph as tribe names, and the addition of Ephraim and Manasseh, Joshua 14:1-5, the number of tribes is back to 

twelve. Thus, ten tribes of Israel are named after Jacob’s sons and two are named after his grandsons! 

‘Then he gave them these instructions: ‘I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave 
in the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought 
along with the field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, there 
Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. The field and the cave in it were bought from the 
Hittites.’ When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last 

and was gathered to his people.’ Genesis 49:29-33 

JACOB’S DEATH 

Israel, now coming to the end of his life, requests to be buried in the cave of Machpelah, this was the cave that 

Abraham had purchased earlier, Genesis 23:1-20 and the cave where Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah and Leah were 

buried. 

The reason he wanted to be buried with them is obvious, he wanted to remind his sons of the great promise of God, 

that they will eventually inherit the land of Canaan, Genesis 12:7 / Genesis 35:12. 

CHAPTER 50 

‘Joseph threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. Then Joseph directed the physicians in his 
service to embalm his father Israel. So, the physicians embalmed him, taking a full forty days, for that was the time 
required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. When the days of mourning had passed, 
Joseph said to Pharaoh’s court, ‘If I have found favour in your eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, ‘My father 
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made me swear an oath and said, ‘I am about to die; bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.’ 

Now let me go up and bury my father; then I will return.’ Pharaoh said, ‘Go up and bury your father, as he made you 
swear to do.’ So, Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh’s officials accompanied him—the dignitaries of his 

court and all the dignitaries of Egypt—besides all the members of Joseph’s household and his brothers and those 
belonging to his father’s household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen. Chariots and 
horsemen also went up with him. It was a very large company. When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, near 

the Jordan, they lamented loudly and bitterly; and there, Joseph observed a seven-day period of mourning for his 
father. When the Canaanites who lived there saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, ‘The 
Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning.’ That is why that place near the Jordan is called Abel 

Mizraim. So, Jacob’s sons did as he had commanded them: They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in 
the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre, which Abraham had bought along with the field as a burial place 
from Ephron the Hittite. After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and all the 

others who had gone with him to bury his father.’ Genesis 50:1-14 

Joseph, understandably, is deeply upset with the passing of his father, he threw himself on him, wept and kissed him. 

notice that Joseph directed the physicians to embalm his father, this was the practice of the Egyptians and from where 

embalming originated. 

The process was fairly straightforward and over the years the Egyptians became masters of embalming. First of all, 

they would remove the vital organs from the body, place them in a separate jar and bury them with the body. 

The body itself was filled with salt to preserve it and myrrh and other spices were added for scent, this would prevent 

the smell of a rotting body. The body was then tightly wrapped with many layers of cloth and encased like a mummy 

in a stone or wooden coffin, depending on how wealthy you were. 

It would make a lot of sense for Joseph to ask for his father, Jacob to be embalmed because this would preserve his 

father’s body until they finally reached the cave in the field of Machpelah near Shechem. 

Pharaoh gives permission for Jacob to go and bury his father and notice how respected Jacob must have been, 

Pharaoh ordered a whole assignment of Egyptians to go along with Joseph. It appears that while the seven days of 

mourning were going on, the Canaanites watched what was happening and noticed that the Egyptians themselves 

were mourning and thought the burial was an Egyptian burial. 

Jacob was buried next to Leah and because he’s buried in Canaan, the Promised Land, this tells us that he truly 

believed what God had promised, concerning the land, Genesis 12:7 / Genesis 35:12. 

This is the end of the great Patriots, but God will raise up great men after they all have gone. 

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JACOB 

We can learn a few lessons from the life of Jacob, one of which is the great example he set for his children. He never 

held it against his sons for selling Joseph into slavery, Genesis 37:28. Most parents are aware that they have the most 

influence in a child’s life, so must set them an example worth following, Proverbs 22:6. 

Another lesson we can learn from Jacob is that he realised that he will reap what he sowed, Galatians 6:7. Remember 

he deceived his father, Isaac, to get the blessing, Genesis 27, Jacob himself was deceived by his sons as they lied 

about Joseph being eaten by a ferocious animal, Genesis 37:31-32. 

A final lesson we can learn from Jacob is that even though he thought Joseph was dead, God was planning ahead. 

God was using the famine and placing Joseph in charge of Egypt, to finally get Jacob’s family into Egypt, where 

eventually He would free them from slavery and bring them into the Promised Land, Genesis 28:13-14. God has 

plans for us too as His people, 1 Corinthians 15:52-54 / 1 John 3:2 / 2 Peter 1:4. 
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‘When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, ‘What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays 
us back for all the wrongs, we did to him?’ So, they sent word to Joseph, saying, ‘Your father left these instructions 

before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 
committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.’ When 
their message came to him, Joseph wept. His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. ‘We are 
your slaves,’ they said. But Joseph said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be 

afraid. I will provide for you and your children.’ And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.’ Genesis 50:15-21 

It’s one thing knowing we are forgiven but another thing excepting that forgiveness. This is something which 

Joseph’s brothers were really struggling with as they continued to carry all that guilt and shame from selling their 

brother into slavery. 

Joseph is obviously upset that his brothers would even think such a thing and notice that they ‘threw themselves 

down before him’, this again was a fulfilment of Joseph’s dreams when he was a teenager, Genesis 37:5-8. 

Joseph’s reply to his brothers who were afraid he might take vengeance on them is really humbling, as he tells them, 

‘am I in God’s place’. Joseph had the right and the ability to take revenge, but he knew that it all was God’s will. 

Although Joseph’s brother’s intent was evil, they still didn’t understand that God used their evil intent to bring about 

a greater purpose, he wanted to save the lives of all those in the household of Jacob. 

Joseph reassures them again, not to be afraid and promises to look after them and their children. 

‘Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years and saw the third 
generation of Ephraim’s children. Also, the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s 

knees. Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out 
of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’ And Joseph made the Israelites swear an 
oath and said, ‘God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.’ So, Joseph 

died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.’ Genesis 
50:22-26 

JOSEPH’S DEATH 

Joseph, now a hundred and ten years of age dies, but before he dies, he reminds his brothers that Egypt isn’t their 

home, but Canaan is, hence why he asked for his body to be taken out of Egypt to the Promised Land where their 

fathers were buried. 

Joseph, just like his father Jacob, was embalmed and put in a coffin, the coffin would be a silent witness of the 

promise. They would have to protect and take care of his coffin for the next 400 years until they received the 

Promised Land as an inheritance from God. The bones were to be taken to the Promised Land which would be an act 

of faith in God, Exodus 13:19 / Joshua 24:32. 

Joseph reminded them of the promise that was made to Abraham, concerning them having a land of their 

own, Genesis 12:1-7 / Genesis 15:13-16, but they needed to be patient and work on God’s timetable, Genesis 15:16. 

JOSEPH, A POWERFUL PICTURE OF JESUS 
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JOSEPH JESUS 

Genesis 37:3 Their fathers loved them dearly. Matthew 3:17 

Genesis 36:2 Shepherds of their father’s sheep. John 10:11 / John 10:27 

Genesis 37:13-14 Sent by father to brothers. Hebrews 2:11 

Genesis 37:4 Hated by brothers. John 7:5 

Genesis 37:20 Others plotted to harm them. John 11:53 

Genesis 39:7 Tempted. Matthew 4:1 

Genesis 37:25 Taken to Egypt. Matthew 2:14-15 

Genesis 37:23 Robes taken from them. John 19:23 

Genesis 37:28 Sold for the price of a slave. Matthew 26:15 

Genesis 39:20 Bound in chains. Matthew 27:2 

Genesis 39:16-18 Falsely accused. Matthew 26:59-60 

Genesis 40:2-3 Placed with two other prisoners, one who was saved and the other lost. Luke 23:32 

Genesis 41:46 Both are 30 years old at the beginning of public recognition. Luke 3:23 

Genesis 41:41 Exalted after suffering. Philippians 2:9-11 

Genesis 45:1-15 Forgave those who wronged them. Luke 23:34 

Genesis 45:7 Saved their nation. Matthew 1:21 

Genesis 50:20 What men did to hurt them, God turned to good. 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 

SUMMARY 

The Book of Genesis is full of events which many people have heard of, the story of Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, the 

Tower of Babel and Jacob’s Ladder. But the story of Genesis is really all about setting the stage for the rest of the 

Bible, it’s basically a very long introduction to Israel’s beginnings as a nation. 

Specifically, it’s the story of the promises God made to humans, promises that God begins to carry out through the 

rest of the Bible. 

 

 


