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INTRODUCTION 

The Book of 2 Kings is basically the continued story of 1 Kings, this would make sense as the Jews had both books 

as one. 2 Kings is a book of history and prophecy concerning the Divided Kingdoms, Israel in the north and Judah in 

the south. These kingdoms have fallen so far away from God at this point in history, that it’s difficult to understand 

why God would still want anything to do with them because of their idolatrous behaviour. 

There are many familiar characters within the book, such as Manasseh, Zedekiah, Jezebel and Nebuchadnezzar, and 

others, but two of God’s prophets, Elijah and Elisha have leading roles. There are a few miracles recorded that God 

does through His prophets, to instil some kind of hope for a very lost nation. 

In the first seventeen chapters, we read about how the kings of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms led their people 

into more idolatry, which will eventually lead them into exile. These kings disobeyed God in various ways and it was 

during the reign of Hoshea, that the Assyrians come and take the Northern Kingdom into captivity. 

We also read about how Elijah’s ministry as a prophet of God comes to an end, but Elisha whom he’s been in training 

for a while takes his place. Elisha does twice as many miracles, as Elijah, as God does His will through Him. 

In the final eight chapters, we read that the Southern Kingdom of Judah were almost as bad as the Northern Kingdom 

of Israel, and they too were going to be judged by God. 

WRITER 

Although the Jews who first received the writings considered the book to be from the hand of a prophet. Sadly, no 

one knows who wrote it, although many have suggested that it was written by the prophet Jeremiah. 

DATE 

Many believe the book was written around 560-538 B.C., which is around the same date as 1 Kings or sometime after 

586 B.C., when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians and when Jehoiachin was raised up out of prison by Awel-

Marduk, 2 Kings 25:27-30. 

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 

The death of Solomon ended the greatest period in the history of Israel, the United Kingdom. This was followed by 

the Divided Kingdom which lasted 388 years. At Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam ascended the throne. His 

subjects had long chafed under the heavy taxation of Solomon. Led by Jeroboam, a general of Solomon’s, they asked 

Rehoboam to lighten their load. 

Rehoboam foolishly replied, ‘My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke.’ 1 Kings 12:14. The 

people were so angry with this reply that ten of the twelve tribes revolted against Rehoboam and crowned Jeroboam 

as their king. Jeroboam’s kingdom became known as the northern kingdom of Israel. 
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Only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin remained with Rehoboam in the southern kingdom of Judah. (The little tribe 

of Benjamin was so small it was virtually swallowed up by the tribe of Judah.) 2 Kings and the last part of 1 Kings 

and 2 Chronicles tell the complete story of the Divided Kingdom. 

THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL 

The story of the northern kingdom is not a happy one. During its 253 years of history, it had one bad ruler after 

another, not a single one of its 19 kings actually being ‘good’. Nine dynasties or families of kings reigned during this 

time. Several kings were murdered and their places were taken by usurpers. Jeroboam was so afraid that the people 

would go back to Jerusalem in Judah to worship and desire Rehoboam for their king that he set up two golden calves 

at Dan and Bethel for them to worship. 

So angered was God at his action that He sent Ahijah to him to predict the downfall of Jeroboam’s house and the 

doom of Israel. The prophet declared, ‘The Lord shall smite Israel and he shall root up Israel out of this good land 

and shall scatter them beyond the river.’ 2 Kings 14:15. 

After Jeroboam’s death, idolatry became even more rampant than before, and under Ahab, the seventh king, worship 

of the idol god Baal was introduced. During its first eighty years, the northern kingdom was almost continuously at 

war with Judah. The ascension of Ahab to the throne sank Israel to its lowest depths. Ahab married a foreign woman, 

Jezebel, daughter of the king of Tyre. She brought along her idols and soon abolished the worship of Jehovah in 

Israel. 

It is doubtful that a more evil, unscrupulous woman is described in the entire Bible and Ahab was so spineless that he 

yielded to his wife’s evil designs. God sent the prophet Elijah to cry out again this idolatry. Elijah conducted a contest 

with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, and when they were proved false he had them slain. This intensified 

their determination of Jezebel to kill Elijah, but she never succeeded in her attempt. 

Perhaps the best of all the kings of Israel was Jehu who succeeded Ahab’s son as king. With a ruthless determination, 

he had Jezebel killed and Baal worship abolished. But his zeal ran out and he never did away with the golden calves 

set up by Jeroboam. Of most of the kings who followed Jehu, it is said they ‘departed not from the sins of Jeroboam.’ 

Israel’s political strength reached its greatest height since Solomon under Jeroboam II, but idolatry again grew worse. 

God carried out His promise made by Ahijah to punish and scatter Israel. In 722 B.C. the powerful Assyrian king 

carried the people of Israel into Assyria. They never returned. From this point, the story of the Jews is that of the 

Kingdom of Judah. 

THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF JUDAH 

Judah was smaller and weaker than Israel. Yet, through its 388 years of history, it remained much closer to God. 

Several kings were very good and on the whole, the bad were not as evil as those of Israel. All were of the family of 

David. Judah began to decline under Rehoboam, but during the reigns of good kings Asa and Jehoshaphat, a great 

revival swept the land. In the following years, Judah borrowed the religion of Baal from Israel. It remained for King 

Hezekiah to completely root out idolatry. He and his great-grandson Josiah were the two best kings to rule Judah. 
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But Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, was as evil as Hezekiah was good. In his fifty-five year reign, he introduced every 

form of idol worship he could think of and even burned his own children with fire as a religious rite. 

This caused God to promise through the prophets that Judah would be sorely punished for its idolatry. After Josiah 

became king he set out to bring the people back to God. When the lost book of the law was found in the temple, 

Josiah instituted such a religious revival as his people had never seen. 

Following Josiah’s death, Judah descended rapidly. All the remaining kings were bad and weak. Judah was soon 

made a ‘satellite’ of Babylon, and when the kings dared to rebel, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in 606 B.C. 

carried most of the people into captivity as the Assyrians had done with Israel over 100 years before. Zedekiah, the 

last king of Judah, governed a few that remained, but in 587 B.C. he too and most of the rest were also carried into 

Babylon. This punishment of God taught the Jews a lesson. Never again did they return to idolatry. 

OUTLINE 

Transition From Elijah To Elisha. 2 Kings 1-2 
Moab’s Ruin. 2 Kings 3 

Various Miracles. 2 Kings 4 
Naaman’s Leprosy. 2 Kings 5 
The Syrian Siege. 2 Kings 6-7 

Elisha’s Legacy. 2 Kings 8 
End Of The Kingdom. 2 Kings 9 

End of Offspring. 2 Kings 10 
End of Athaliah. 2 Kings 11 

Joash. 2 Kings 12 
Various Kings. 2 Kings 13-16 
Israel Destroyed. 2 Kings 17 

Hezekiah. 2 Kings 13-20 
Manasseh. 2 Kings 21 
Josiah. 2 Kings 22-23 

Judah Destroyed. 2 Kings 24-25 
 

CHAPTER 1 

THE LORD’S JUDGMENT ON AHAZIAH 

‘After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper room in 
Samaria and injured himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, ‘Go and consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, 
to see if I will recover from this injury.’ But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Go up and meet the 

messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going off to 
consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’ Therefore this is what the LORD says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are 

lying on. You will certainly die!’ So Elijah went.’ 2 Kings 1:1-4 

After the death of Ahab, 1 Kings 22:29-36 / 2 Chronicles 18:28-34, Moab rebelled against Israel. The Moabites were 

descendants of Lot, Genesis 19:37, and there was a time when King David overpowered them and wiped out two-

thirds of their army, 2 Samuel 8:2, the other third under the reign of Solomon regained their freedom again but lost it 

later under the reign of Omri. 

Coffman in his commentary highlights an important point, it is as follows. 



4 

‘Later in 2 Kings 3:4-27 there is a fuller report of this rebellion of Moab, but apparently this brief mention of it occurs 

here as a preliminary to the explanation of why Ahaziah was unable to suppress the rebellion due to his injury.’ 

Ahaziah reigned in the north from around 853 to 852 B.C. and after falling through the framework of his upper room 

and injuring himself, sent messengers to consult, Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron. 

Notice that Ahaziah didn’t seek to consult God but Baal-Zebub which means ‘Baal of flies’, this tells us just how far 

from God Israel has now come. 

God knowing what was going on, intervened by sending an angel, Genesis 22:15-16, to ask them why they were 

going to consult Baal-Zebub. The angel asks them the question, ‘Is there no God in Israel?’ It’s very clear that Elijah 

is somewhat ridiculing Ahaziah here, and it’s very clear that he wants to bring judgment upon Ahaziah because of his 

idolatry. 

Israel was so far away from God and His will, that they totally ignored God’s commandments and as a result, they 

will eventually be taken away into captivity as a punishment. 

‘When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, ‘Why have you come back?’ ‘A man came to meet us,’ 
they replied. ‘And he said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Is it 

because there is no God in Israel that you are sending messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!’ The king asked them, ‘What kind of 
man was it who came to meet you and told you this?’ They replied, ‘He had a garment of hair and had a leather belt 

around his waist.’ The king said, ‘That was Elijah the Tishbite.’ Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company of 
fifty men. The captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, ‘Man of God, the king 

says, ‘Come down!’ Elijah answered the captain, ‘If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and 
consume you and your fifty men!’ Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain and his men. At this the king 

sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The captain said to him, ‘Man of God, this is what the king says, 
‘Come down at once!’ ‘If I am a man of God,’ Elijah replied, ‘may fire come down from heaven and consume you 
and your fifty men!’ Then the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. So the king sent a 

third captain with his fifty men. This third captain went up and fell on his knees before Elijah. ‘Man of God,’ he 
begged, ‘please have respect for my life and the lives of these fifty men, your servants! See, fire has fallen from 

heaven and consumed the first two captains and all their men. But now have respect for my life!’ The angel of the 
LORD said to Elijah, ‘Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.’ So Elijah got up and went down with him to the 

king. He told the king, ‘This is what the LORD says: Is it because there is no God in Israel for you to consult that you 
have sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have done this, you will never leave the 
bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!’ So he died, according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had spoken. 
Because Ahaziah had no son, Joram succeeded him as king in the second year of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah. As for all the other events of Ahaziah’s reign, and what he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of 

the kings of Israel?’ 2 Kings 1:5-18 

After Ahaziah’s messengers return to him and inform him of what Elijah had said, Ahaziah asks them ‘what kind of 

man was he?’ The clothes which Elijah was wearing were his common clothes, his clothes represent the moral, and 

spiritual condition of Israel, they were rough and course. 

He wore a garment of hair-cloth, and a leather belt, which was common clothing for God’s prophets, Matthew 3:4, 

but false prophets wore them too, Zechariah 13:4. If we learn anything from this type of clothing, it’s this, they 

weren’t comfortable to wear and they weren’t supposed to be. 

There were three captains, who came along with their soldiers and approached Elijah. The first two captains invite 

Elijah to go to the king, but he declines, and their arrogance toward Elijah resulted in them and their soldiers being 

killed by God. 

It wasn’t until the last captain, who showed Elijah some respect, probably because of what happened to the first two 

captains and their soldiers, did he accept the invite and the captain and his soldiers were spared. One possible reason 

for the first two captains’ deaths and their soldiers was to remind Israel that God still had true prophets among them. 
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In other words, Ahaziah needed to know and be reminded that God was only working through His prophets and not 

the false prophets of Baal. 

Ahaziah died just as Elijah said he would, in his bed and he left Israel in a state of apostasy, which would eventually 

lead them into Assyrian captivity. Because Ahaziah had no son, Joram succeeded him, some translations have the 

name Jehoram, but this is the same person. 

Coffman in his commentary says the following. 

‘This is an example of chronological inconsistencies in Kings. A glance at 1 Kings 22:51 / 2 Kings 8:16 / 2 Kings 

3:14, shows what the problem is.’ Rawlinson cleared it up by supposing that, Jehoshaphat had associated his son 

Jehoram with him in the throne upon the occasion of his going to war at Ramoth-Gilead.’ 

‘It is strange that both Israel and Judah should have had a king named Jehoram. This happened because Ahab and 

Jehoshaphat had brought the families together by a marriage, and after that, it was natural for the same name to have 

later appeared in the royal families of both kingdoms. Jehoram was another son of Ahab and thus a brother of 

Ahaziah, 2 Kings 8:16. It was his body that Jehu cast upon the plot of ground for which Ahab had murdered 

Naboth, 2 Kings 9:25.’ 

CHAPTER 2 

As Elijah was coming to the end of his ministry, God directed him to anoint a younger man named Elisha to take his 

place. Elisha was the son of Shaphat and lived in Abel Meholah, 1 Kings 19:16. 

In a matter of years, Elisha became God’s spokesman to the northern kingdom of Israel and his ministry would be 

one of signs, miracles, proclamations and warnings. Over a period of time, he would become known as the prophet of 

peace and healing. 

Elijah was commissioned to deliver fearless messages of condemnation and judgment to the king and the people, 

warning them to turn from sin and Elisha’s ministry was to build on the work that Elijah had begun by teaching the 

people God’s ways. 

ELISHA’S MINISTRY OF MIRACLES 

Elijah’s ministry began by shutting up the heavens for three and a half years, whereas Elisha’s ministry began by 

healing a spring of water near Jericho, 2 Kings 2:19-22. This spring of water was unfit to use and so, Elisha asked to 

have some salt in a new bowl brought to him, he threw the salt into the spring and the water was suddenly healed, 2 

Kings 2:21. 

His second recorded miracle granted an impoverished family of faith a financial blessing. A man dies and his wife 

becomes a widow. She was very poor and owned just one item of value, a jar of olive oil. She had two sons to care 

for, and she asked Elisha to help her as she feared her sons would be taken away to pay a debt. 

Elisha instructed her to go to all her neighbours and borrow as many empty jars as she could. The one jar of oil was 

multiplied miraculously, and she was able to sell enough of the valuable oil to pay off her debt and live off the rest, 2 

Kings 4:1-7. 
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Two more miracles were performed for a married couple living in the town of Shunem. Elisha the prophet often 

stayed at the home of this childless couple, as his ministry would take him from town to town. As a gesture of 

appreciation for their hospitality, he prophesied that they would have a son who would bring them great joy. 

Later, the little boy suffered an illness while out in the field, and his mother went searching until she found Elisha. He 

went back to her house to see what could be done. The boy had died but Elisha prayed, and God raised the boy from 

the dead, 2 Kings 4:8-22 / 2 Kings 4:23-37. 

ELIJAH TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN 

‘When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As surely as the LORD 

lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The company of the prophets at Bethel 
came out to Elisha and asked, ‘Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?’ ‘Yes, I 
know,’ Elisha replied, ‘so be quiet.’ Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ 
And he replied, ‘As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went to Jericho. The 

company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, ‘Do you know that the LORD is going to take 
your master from you today?’ ‘Yes, I know,’ he replied, ‘so be quiet.’ Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; the LORD 
has sent me to the Jordan.’ And he replied, ‘As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So the 

two of them walked on. Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place 
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The 

water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?’ ‘Let me inherit a double portion of 

your spirit,’ Elisha replied. ‘You have asked a difficult thing,’ Elijah said, ‘yet if you see me when I am taken from 
you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.’ As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha 
saw this and cried out, ‘My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!’ And Elisha saw him no more. 

Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.’ 2 Kings 2:1-12 

We were finished introduced to Elisha back in 1 Kings 19:19-21 when Elijah was preparing him to take over as 

God’s prophet. Now was the time when Elisha was to take over as God’s main prophet for His people. Gilgal was 

about fifteen miles north of Lydda, in the country of Ephraim, not far from Bethel. It was known as the seat of false 

worship, Amos 4:4 / Hosea 4:15. 

The company of prophets at Bethel weren’t false prophets but true prophets of God who were under Elijah’s 

leadership, 1 Samuel 10:9-13. There’s a strong possibility that this was a school for prophets which began with 

Samuel and continued after his death, 1 Kings 18:4 / 1 Kings 20:35 / Isaiah 8:16. 

They appear to travel in groups and their main homes may have been cities like Bethel, Gilgal and Jericho. This is the 

first mention of a prophetic community in Jericho. Jericho hadn’t long been rebuilt by Hiel, 1 Kings 16:34, in 

disobedience to Joshua’s words, Joshua 6:26. 

It’s here we read that they received a revelation from God that Elisha was to take the place of Elijah. Elisha asks 

Elijah for a ‘double portion of his spirit’, I don’t we’re to believe that Elisha has twice as many miraculous powers as 

Elijah had, only God could grant such a thing. 

He was simply asking Elijah for the ‘double portion’ as someone would receive as the firstborn son, Deuteronomy 

21:15-17. Elisha obviously saw himself as the firstborn son of Elijah, hence why he asks for the firstborn privileges. 

Elisha was asking to be recognised as the ‘heir’ of Elijah in relation to the other prophets. 

As they walked on together talking suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated them. Elijah was taken up in 

a whirlwind to heaven and Elisha saw it and cried, ‘My Father, my Father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen 

and he saw him no more.’ 
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This basically means that one prophet had done more for Israel than all the earthly kingdoms’ chariots and horses. 

Significantly, these same words were uttered upon the occasion of the death of Elisha, 2 Kings 13:14. 

Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind, Exodus 19:16-25 / Psalm 18:7-15, it appears that God wanted Elisha to 

witness this miracle, as a way of confirming the start of his ministry. 

‘Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He 
took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. ‘Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?’ 
he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. The company of the 
prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, ‘The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.’ And they went to meet 

him and bowed to the ground before him. ‘Look,’ they said, ‘we your servants have fifty able men. Let them go and 
look for your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has picked him up and set him down on some mountain or in 
some valley.’ ‘No,’ Elisha replied, ‘do not send them.’ But they persisted until he was too embarrassed to refuse. So 
he said, ‘Send them.’ And they sent fifty men, who searched for three days but did not find him. When they returned 

to Elisha, who was staying in Jericho, he said to them, ‘Didn’t I tell you not to go?’ 2 Kings 2:13-18 

Elisha had asked for a ‘double portion’ from Elijah and Elijah’s cloak was the sign of the responsibility that was 

given to Elisha, in doing so, Elisha was ‘anointed’, to take Elijah’s place as God’s prophet. God’s power would now 

come upon Elisha as it did with Elijah. 

Elisha takes Elijah’s cloak and struck the water and asks, ‘where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?’ He asks this 

question because he had been given the responsibility of being God’s prophet but he needed the power of God to 

demonstrate that God was working through him as He did with Elijah. 

This was going to be demonstrated when Elisha performed miracles, the people would now know that God was with 

him and working through him. Here the fifty prophets now knew that the spirit of Elijah was with Elisha. They 

wanted to go and look for Elijah, simply because no one else had witnessed Elijah being taken up to heaven. 

And so, Elisha tells them to go and look for Elijah’s body, by doing this would remove any doubts about Elisha’s 

account of what happened to Elijah. Because they wouldn’t find Elijah’s body, this would reinforce the fact this 

Elijah’s departure was miraculous. 

Coffman says the following in his commentary. 

‘Elijah had finished his work as God’s prophet, it was intense work of judgment that became symbolic, Malachi 4:5-

6, even idealised, John 1:21, and seen again at the end of the Jewish era in the person of John the Baptist, Matthew 

3:1-10. After the work of Moses and Elijah, God had nothing fundamentally new to say to his rebellious people, until 

the coming of that Holy One whom Moses and Elijah would meet upon the mount of transfiguration, Matthew 17:1-

8 / Mark 9:2-8 / Luke 9:28-36 / 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

HEALING OF THE WATER 

‘The people of the city said to Elisha, ‘Look, our lord, this town is well situated, as you can see, but the water is bad 
and the land is unproductive.’ ‘Bring me a new bowl,’ he said, ‘and put salt in it.’ So they brought it to him. Then he 

went out to the spring and threw the salt into it, saying, ‘This is what the LORD says: ‘I have healed this water. Never 
again will it cause death or make the land unproductive.’ And the water has remained pure to this day, according to 

the word Elisha had spoken.’ 2 Kings 2:19-22 

The people of the city tell Elisha that the water is bad and as a result, the land couldn’t produce any food. Elisha 

didn’t hesitate to produce a miracle; he asks God to heal the waters and God did so immediately. 
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The reason God acted quickly here in performing this miracle was simply to establish and reinforce the fact that God 

was working through Elisha. 

ELISHA IS JEERED 

‘From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some boys came out of the town and jeered 
at him. ‘Get out of here, baldy!’ they said. ‘Get out of here, baldy!’ He turned around, looked at them and called 

down a curse on them in the name of the LORD. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the 
boys. And he went on to Mount Carmel and from there returned to Samaria.’ 2 Kings 2:23-25 

Here we read an account which many believe is very disturbing, a story, which on the surface seems a little ‘unjust’ 

for those involved and for some a little ‘over the top,’ in terms of their punishment. It’s the account where Elisha 

receives some verbal abuse from some ‘boys’ which results in those very same boys being eaten by bears. 

Let’s go ahead and look at some background information before we deal with the text. 

BOYS! 

Elisha travelling from Jericho went up to Bethel which was at this time the centre of idol worship and home to many 

false prophets. Notice as he is walking along the road, some ‘boys’ came out of the town and jeered at him. The N.I.V 

uses the word, ‘boys’ but other translations like the E.S.V. and the K.J.V. use the words, ‘little children’. 

Often people will ask how could Elisha do such a thing to these ‘little children’? They are only ‘children’, why 

should they receive such a horrible death? This is a bit much, it’s just children being children! 

The phrase ‘little children’ or ‘boys’ is very misleading in our English language, the word used is the Hebrew word, 

‘na’ar’ which is a word used to describe any child from the age of infancy to adolescence, 1 Kings 3:7 / Jeremiah 1:6-

7. 

When we think about this logically, we know that ‘little children’ or ‘very young boys’, wouldn’t be roaming around 

in a forest on their own, never mind roaming around in a forest in gangs of forty or more. The NET uses the words, 

‘young boys’, and the A.S.V. uses the words, ‘young lads’, both of which would indicate that they were probably 

teenagers. 

THE INSULT 

Whatever age they were, they were old enough to assume responsibility for their disrespectful behaviour toward a 

man of God. Remember that Elisha was well known in the area and these young men would have known him or at the 

very least, heard of him. 

By telling Elisha ‘to get out of here’ implies they were saying Elisha didn’t belong amongst them, he wasn’t wanted, 

and the reason he wasn’t wanted is simply because Elisha was reminding them of the sinful lifestyles they were 

living. 
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They wanted to continue in their sin without being reminded about how God felt about their sinfulness. The KJV has 

the words, ‘go up’ which would indicate they wanted him to leave the earth, just like Elijah did, 2 Kings 2:11. 

It’s highly possible that Elisha was around 30 years of age during this time, and most commentators agree that he was 

around 80 years old when he died, 2 Kings 13:14. Twice these youths shouted, ‘Get out of here, baldy!’ It’s not likely 

that Elisha was completely bald but possibly starting to go bald, keep in mind that baldness was also the mark of a 

leper. 

Some believe these youths were pronouncing a divine curse upon Elisha, for which baldness was often the outward 

sign, Isaiah 3:17 / Isaiah 3:24. The point is that these youths were insulting him, an insult which Elisha took as an 

insult against God Himself. 

THE CURSE 

When Elisha cursed them in the name of the Lord, we must remember that there are a few words in Scripture used for 

the word ‘curse’, here it is the word, ‘qalal’ which simply means a severe rebuke. In other words, Elisha gave them a 

firm telling off. As we will see in a moment, Elisha wasn’t responsible for their death. 

THE TWO BEARS 

We know that Elisha wasn’t responsible for the youth’s death because he simply cursed them. He gave them a severe 

telling off, he rebuked them, and he didn’t call upon the two bears to devour them. It was God who brought the bears 

to the youths to punish them for their disrespectful and insulting behaviour towards one of His prophets. 

God using animals to punish evil people shouldn’t come as a surprise to us as God had done this on many occasions, 

He sent snakes to bite the disobedient Israelites, Numbers 21:6, He sent a lion to punish a disobedient prophet, 1 

Kings 13:23-25. 

It was God who closed the mouths of the lions to protect Daniel whilst he was in the den, Daniel 6:22, it was God 

who prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah, Jonah 1:17, and it was God who guided Peter’s hook to the fish He 

provided to pay the temple tax, Matthew 17:24-27. Surely, this tells us that it was God who brought those bears out of 

the forest. 

Their destruction was a righteous and moral act of God’s judgment upon the wicked. We must remember there were 

ten offences under the Mosaic Law which carried with it the death sentence, one of those offences was disobedient 

children, Deuteronomy 21:18-21. They subsequently reaped the consequences of their insults, receiving immediate 

judgment from God, 2 Chronicles 36:16. 

THE PURPOSE OF THEIR PUNISHMENT 

The purpose of the miracle was to instil fear in others to greatly respect Elisha as a prophet of God. The people who 

lived in and around Bethel would certainly now know that they can’t play with God, but they would also know they 

have to respect Him, Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 
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CONCLUSION 

It’s very easy to read a passage of Scripture without thinking about the background and circumstances. What we’ve 

read in 2 Kings 2:23-25 is one of those passages, which can easily be misunderstood. These ‘children’ were old 

enough to know what they were doing and old enough to be severely rebuked but also old enough to be punished for 

their actions, Deuteronomy 21:18-21. 

CHAPTER 3 

‘Joram son of Ahab became king of Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he 
reigned twelve years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, but not as his father and mother had done. He got rid of 

the sacred stone of Baal that his father had made. Nevertheless he clung to the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which 
he had caused Israel to commit; he did not turn away from them.’ 2 Kings 3:1-3 

Joram, also known as Jehoram reigned from around 852 to 841 B.C. in the northern kingdom of Israel, while he was 

resigning in the north, Jehoshaphat was reigning in the southern kingdom of Judah. 

The good news concerning Joram is that he didn’t follow in his parents, Ahab and Jezebel’s footsteps, he didn’t get 

involved and promote the worship of Baal, he actually removed the sacred stone of Baal from the temple. 

The bad news is he continued in the sins of Jeroboam, that is he encouraged the two kingdoms to stay separate, he 

demanded that those in the north, should sacrifice to the golden calves at Bethel and Dan. 

MOAB REVOLTS 

‘Now Mesha king of Moab raised sheep, and he had to pay the king of Israel a tribute of a hundred thousand lambs 
and the wool of a hundred thousand rams. But after Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 

So at that time King Joram set out from Samaria and mobilized all of Israel. He also sent this message to Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah: ‘The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight against Moab?’ ‘I will go 

with you,’ he replied. ‘I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.’ ‘By what route shall we 
attack?’ he asked. ‘Through the Desert of Edom,’ he answered. So the king of Israel set out with the king of Judah 

and the king of Edom. After a roundabout march of seven days, the army had no more water for themselves or for the 
animals with them. ‘What!’ exclaimed the king of Israel. ‘Has the LORD called us three kings together only to 

deliver us into the hands of Moab?’ But Jehoshaphat asked, ‘Is there no prophet of the LORD here, through whom we 
may inquire of the LORD?’ An officer of the king of Israel answered, ‘Elisha son of Shaphat is here. He used to pour 

water on the hands of Elijah.’ Jehoshaphat said, ‘The word of the LORD is with him.’ So the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.’ 2 Kings 3:4-12 

When we read what Mesha, the king of Moab had to pay Joram, it’s understandable that Moab wanted to revolt 

against him. It’s clear that Joram wants to put Moab under Israelite control once again and he succeeds. He defeated 

Mesha’s army and destroyed a number of the Moabite cities. 

However, he wasn’t able to take he was not able to take Kir Hareseth, 2 Kings 3:25, the capital city of Moab. Because 

Joram didn’t take this city, this meant that Mesha could keep his independence from Israel. 

It appears that there was some confusion in the northern kingdom of Israel when Ahab died. Because Ahaziah’s reign 

was relatively short in the southern kingdom, Mesha tried to take advantage of this by getting rid of the burden that 



11 

the house of Omri had placed on them. It also appears that Edom was in subjection to Judah, because they are 

enrolled to join in, to help Joram take control of Mesha. 

Because there was still some kind of alliance between Joram and Jehoshaphat, Joram asks him to help take control of 

Mesha. Jehoshaphat is ready and willing to help Joram out, which is a little surprising because earlier when Ahab 

asked him to join him, he received a rebuke from Jehu, God’s prophet, 2 Chronicles 19:2. 

The kings now go to war against Moab, but a drought had removed their water supply. After Jehoshaphat inquires if 

there was a prophet in the land, his officer tells him that Elisha is there and ‘he used to pour water in the hands of 

Elijah’, this basically means Elisha was a servant of Elijah who met his needs. 

‘Elisha said to the king of Israel, ‘Why do you want to involve me? Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets 
of your mother’. ‘No,’ the king of Israel answered, ‘because it was the LORD who called us three kings together to 
deliver us into the hands of Moab.’ Elisha said, ‘As surely as the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, if I did not 

have respect for the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not pay any attention to you. But now bring me a 
harpist.’ While the harpist was playing, the hand of the LORD came on Elisha and he said, ‘This is what the LORD 
says: I will fill this valley with pools of water. For this is what the LORD says: You will see neither wind nor rain, 
yet this valley will be filled with water, and you, your cattle and your other animals will drink. This is an easy thing 

in the eyes of the LORD; he will also deliver Moab into your hands. You will overthrow every fortified city and 
every major town. You will cut down every good tree, stop up all the springs, and ruin every good field with stones.’ 
The next morning, about the time for offering the sacrifice, there it was—water flowing from the direction of Edom! 

And the land was filled with water.’ 2 Kings 3:13-20 

When Joram met Elisha, Elisha asks them, ‘why they want to involve him’. By asking this question Elisha was 

showing great contempt towards Joram because Joram had turned away from God and he tolerated the false prophets 

that his forefathers had put in place years before. 

Elisha agrees to inquire of the Lord concerning this upcoming battle with Moab, but only for Judah’s sake. The 

answer to Elisha’s prophecy of rain was miraculous in nature, and once again because of the miraculous answer to his 

prayer, this again would let everyone know that Elisha was God’s prophet, and God was working through him, 2 

Kings 2:19-22. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy would also reassure Jehoshaphat that God would bring about the victory over Moab. 

‘Now all the Moabites had heard that the kings had come to fight against them; so every man, young and old, who 
could bear arms was called up and stationed on the border. When they got up early in the morning, the sun was 

shining on the water. To the Moabites across the way, the water looked red—like blood. ‘That’s blood!’ they said. 
‘Those kings must have fought and slaughtered each other. Now to the plunder, Moab!’ But when the Moabites came 

to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and fought them until they fled. And the Israelites invaded the land and 
slaughtered the Moabites. They destroyed the towns, and each man threw a stone on every good field until it was 

covered. They stopped up all the springs and cut down every good tree. Only Kir Hareseth was left with its stones in 
place, but men armed with slings surrounded it and attacked it. When the king of Moab saw that the battle had gone 
against him, he took with him seven hundred swordsmen to break through to the king of Edom, but they failed. Then 
he took his firstborn son, who was to succeed him as king, and offered him as a sacrifice on the city wall. The fury 

against Israel was great; they withdrew and returned to their own land.’ 2 Kings 3:21-27 

The news got back to the Moabites that war had begun but notice that ‘the sun was shining on the water’. Because 

east of the Jordan was known as being desert land, the sun’s reflection off the water gave the impression that it was 

red in colour. 

Because the Moabites thought there was no water in this area, they mistook the reflection for blood and came to the 

conclusion that war had already broken out between the three kings, who came to make war against them. 

Although Mesha now knew that he couldn’t defeat the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom and after the Israelites 

destroyed most of the towns of Moab, Mesha had become so furious with Israel, that he offered and sacrificed his 



12 

own firstborn son on the city wall. This shows us how far morally away from God, the people of this time had 

become. 

As a result of Mesha sacrificing his own son on the city wall, the Israelites withdrew and returned to their own land in 

total disgust of what he did, Leviticus 18:21 / Leviticus 20:3. 

CHAPTER 4 

In this chapter we read about various miracles of mercy, we know they are miraculous because no one really knows 

how they were done. 

We must also bear in mind that 2 Kings 4-8:6, isn’t in chronological order, but presented in a way to demonstrate the 

continued work of Elisha in showing the Israelites that God is way more powerful than the Canaanite gods, especially 

Baal. 

‘The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, ‘Your servant my husband is dead, and you 
know that he revered the LORD. But now his creditor is coming to take my two boys as his slaves.’ Elisha replied to 

her, ‘How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?’ ‘Your servant has nothing there at all,” she 
said, ‘except a small jar of olive oil.’ Elisha said, ‘Go around and ask all your neighbours for empty jars. Don’t ask 
for just a few. Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is 

filled, put it to one side.’ She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and she 
kept pouring. When all the jars were full, she said to her son, ‘Bring me another one.’ But he replied, ‘There is not a 
jar left.’ Then the oil stopped flowing. She went and told the man of God, and he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay your 

debts. You and your sons can live on what is left.’ 2 Kings 4:1-7 

THE WIDOW’S OLIVE OIL 

Since Elisha took over from Elijah, he was constantly proving to himself to those around him that he was a true 

prophet of God. He did this by performing various miracles and here we find God showing he was with Elisha when 

he performed a miracle of creation. 

The wife of one of the prophets cries out to Elisha and tells him that her husband had died and now his creditor has 

come to make her two sons slaves. During this time in Israel’s history, God’s prophets weren’t really valued by the 

people and were not supported. This poor woman, when her husband died was left with nothing but debt to pay. 

The creditor wanted to take her two sons as slaves, this was in accordance with God’s law, if any debt couldn’t be 

paid, then a person could give themselves to the creditor as a slave until the debt was settled. The person who gave 

themselves as a slave had to stay and work for the creditor until the debt was totally cleared or until the year of 

Jubilee, Leviticus 25:39-40 / Deuteronomy 15:12-18. 

After enquiring what the woman had in her house, she replied nothing except a small jar of olive oil, that word ‘jar’ 

in Hebrew is the word ‘acuwk’, and it’s the only time the word is found within the Bible. 

The jar would have been very small and although the N.I.V. tells us it was ‘olive oil’ within the jar, we simply don’t 

know, in all likelihood, it would have a been very expensive oil, or perfume, Mark 14:3-9, because, after the miracle, 

she had enough to sell for herself and enough to pay off her debt. 
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The first miracle and the last miracle recorded in this chapter are similar to the feeding of the four thousand, Matthew 

15:32-39 / Mark 8:1-9, and the feeding of the five thousand, Matthew 14:13-21 / Mark 6:31-44 / Luke 9:12-17 / John 

6:1-14, as done by Jesus. They are also similar in nature to what Elijah did when he fed the widow of Zarephath and 

her son, 1 Kings 17:10-16. 

Matthew Henry in his commentary says the following. 

‘God did not provide her with some small gratuity but gave her real help. He set her up in the world to sell oil and put 

a liberal stock into her possession, to begin with. The greatest kindness one can do for poor people is, if possible, to 

help them in a way of providing for themselves through their own industry and ingenuity. The great need of our own 

nation, currently, is to enable all able-bodied persons to support themselves, instead of merely doling out a monthly 

check’. 

THE SHUNAMMITE’S SON RESTORED TO LIFE 

‘One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever 
he came by, he stopped there to eat. She said to her husband, ‘I know that this man who often comes our way is a 
holy man of God. Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. 

Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.’ One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down 
there. He said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite.’ So he called her, and she stood before him. Elisha said to 
him, ‘Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf 
to the king or the commander of the army?’ She replied, ‘I have a home among my own people.’ ‘What can be done 

for her?’ Elisha asked. Gehazi said, ‘She has no son, and her husband is old.’ Then Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ So he 
called her, and she stood in the doorway. ‘About this time next year,’ Elisha said, ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ 
‘No, my lord!’ she objected. ‘Please, man of God, don’t mislead your servant!’ But the woman became pregnant, and 

the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.’ 2 Kings 4:8-17 

What I love about this woman is her faith, she could have easily reaped some benefits from Elijah who was travelling 

around, but instead, she used it as an opportunity to glorify God and serve him. 

She knows that Elijah is a holy man of God and she offers him hospitality, food and a room fitted out with everything 

he needs but she never asks for anything in return. 

Elisha wants to know what he can do for her, speak to the king or the commander of the army and when he finds out 

she didn’t have any children because her husband was old and she was probably past the age of giving birth, Elisha 

tells her she will have a son but she thinks that she is being misled. 

The miracle which happened here was seen in the fact that God gave her bodily strength to conceive and give birth to 

a son. 

This type of miracle has happened many times throughout the Scriptures. 

1. The birth of Isaac to Abraham and Sarah, Genesis 18:1-15. 

2. The birth of Samson to Manoah and his wife, Judges 13:2-25. 

3. The birth of Samuel to Elkanah and his wife Hannah, 1 Samuel 1:1-28. 

4. The birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias and Elizabeth, Luke l:39-57. 

5. The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ to the Virgin Mary, Luke 1:26-45. 

‘The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. He said to his father, ‘My head! My 
head!’ His father told a servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his 
mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, 
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then shut the door and went out. She called her husband and said, ‘Please send me one of the servants and a donkey 
so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.’ ‘Why go to him today?’ he asked. ‘It’s not the New Moon or the 
Sabbath.’ ‘That’s all right,’ she said. She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Lead on; don’t slow down for 
me unless I tell you.’ So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. When he saw her in the distance, 
the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Look! There’s the Shunammite! Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you 
all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all right?’ ‘Everything is all right, she said. When she reached the 

man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, 
‘Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me why.’ ‘Did I ask 

you for a son, my lord?’ she said. ‘Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?’ Elisha said to Gehazi, ‘Tuck your cloak 
into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not 

answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.’ But the child’s mother said, ‘As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I 
will not leave you.’ So he got up and followed her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but 
there was no sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, ‘The boy has not awakened.’ 2 

Kings 4:18-31 

We must take note that when the child grew, doesn’t mean he was an adult, but he was a small boy, we know because 

the servant easily carried him to Elisha’s private room, 2 Kings 4:23. 

He was out in the fields and complained about his head. We don’t know exactly what the ailment was, it could 

possibly have been sunstroke but whatever his ailment was it resulted in him dying. 

Both parents knew that their child was dead, but we’re not told what kind of help the Shunammite woman expected 

from Elisha. The dead child’s mother was absolutely unwilling to admit the child’s death to anyone until she had 

accomplished her appeal to Elisha. 

When she reached Elisha at Mount Carmel, she took hold of his feet, and it appears that she was looking for some 

kind of words of comfort from the prophet. Instead of receiving some words of comfort, she received word that 

everything is going to be well. 

Sadly, Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, did as Elisha told him to do, but the boy remained dead and so he goes back to 

inform Elisha. 

‘When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. He went in, shut the door on the two of 
them and prayed to the LORD. Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to 

hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew warm. Elisha turned away and walked back and forth 
in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his 

eyes. Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the Shunammite.’ And he did. When she came, he said, ‘Take your 
son.’ She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out.’ 2 Kings 4:32-37 

When Elisha reaches the house and finds the boy dead, he enters the room, shuts the door and prays. He then lays 

upon the child, in a strange manner. 

It’s difficult to know if he was trying to raise the boy back to life at this point or if he simply showing remorse over 

the death of the mother’s son. One thing for sure is that God has in mind to bring him back from the dead. 

We can only imagine the joy in the boy’s mother’s heart as Elisha tells her to take her son. Notice that she ‘took her 

son and went out’, I’m sure this was a time of celebration, where she wanted to share the wonderful news about her 

son with her friends and neighbours. 

I’m also sure that she would have given credit and glory to God as she tells them about what Elisha had done. This in 

turn would let everyone know that Elisha was a true prophet of God and that God was working through him. 

There are only three resurrection stories recorded in the Old Testament. 

1. This one. 

2. The raising of the son of the widow of Zarephath by Elijah, 1 Kings 17:17-23. 
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3. The resurrection of the man who was being buried, and who, when the burial party was threatened by looters, was 

hastily cast into the tomb of Elisha and was restored to life by his contact with the bones of that prophet, 2 Kings 

13:20-21. 

In the New Testament, we have a few more resurrection stories recorded. 

1. The raising of the daughter of Jairus, Matthew 9:18-26. 

2. The raising of the son of the widow of Nain, Luke 7:12-18. 

3. The raising of Lazarus, John 11:1-44. 

4. The raising of Dorcas, Acts 9:36-41. 

5. The raising of Eutychus, Acts 20:10-12. 

6. The resurrection of the saints who came out of their graves after the resurrection of Christ, Matthew 27:53. 

7. The resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 15:5–8. 

DEATH IN THE POT 

‘Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a famine in that region. While the company of the prophets was meeting with 
him, he said to his servant, ‘Put on the large pot and cook some stew for these prophets.’ One of them went out into 

the fields to gather herbs and found a wild vine and picked as many of its gourds as his garment could hold. When he 
returned, he cut them up into the pot of stew, though no one knew what they were. The stew was poured out for the 
men, but as they began to eat it, they cried out, ‘Man of God, there is death in the pot!’ And they could not eat it. 
Elisha said, ‘Get some flour.’ He put it into the pot and said, ‘Serve it to the people to eat.’ And there was nothing 

harmful in the pot.’ 2 Kings 4:38-41 

When Elisha returns to Gilgal he finds there is a famine in the region, this is possibly the same famine which is 

mentioned in 2 Kings 8:1. 

It appears that famine was so bad that the company of prophets were cooking anything that could be found in order to 

eat. They found some herbs and a wild vine, which wasn’t meant for human consumption. 

After preparing the stew, they soon realise there is something not right with it and cry out, ‘there is death in the pot!’ 

It’s clear that this wild vine was extremely toxic and if they had fully consumed it, they would have died. 

Notice that Elisha didn’t throw it away, he simply added some flour to the mix. The miracle here is seen in the fact 

that the contents of the pot could be eaten, but now they are edible. Because Elisha performed this miracle, this tells 

us that the other prophets didn’t have the same miraculous abilities as him. 

This miracle would have let the other prophets know that Elisha was God’s ‘special’ prophet, in terms of him taking 

the lead role after Elijah. This miracle would also let other people know that Elisha was God’s true prophet and God 

was working through him. 

FEEDING OF A HUNDRED 

‘A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from the first ripe 
grain, along with some heads of new grain. ‘Give it to the people to eat,’ Elisha said. ‘How can I set this before a 

hundred men?’ his servant asked. But Elisha answered, ‘Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the LORD says: 
‘They will eat and have some left over.’ Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to 

the word of the LORD.’ 2 Kings 4:42-44 
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The miracle recorded here was shown in the fact that one hundred men could be fed with such a small amount of 

food. This miracle and the first miracle recorded in this chapter, 2 Kings 4:1-7, are similar to the feeding of the four 

thousand, Matthew 15:32-39 / Mark 8:1-9, and the feeding of the five thousand, Matthew 14:13-21 / Mark 6:31-

44 / Luke 9:12-17 / John 6:1-14, as done by Jesus. 

They are also similar in nature to what Elijah did when he fed the widow of Zarephath and her son, 1 Kings 17:10-16. 

This again would prove to all the people that Elisha was God’s true prophet and that God was working through him. 

CHAPTER 5 

As we enter this chapter, it’s worth noting and remembering, the relationship between the people of Israel and the 

people of Aram, because the two groups of people were actually related. Abraham was of Aramean heritage because 

his family came from Haran, Genesis 12:1 / Genesis 24:4, Jacob was also called an Aramean, Deuteronomy 26:5, as 

was his uncle Laban, Genesis 25:20, and his grandfather, Bethuel, Genesis 25:20 / Genesis 28:5. 

NAAMAN HEALED OF LEPROSY 

‘Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and 
highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had 

leprosy. Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served 
Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure 
him of his leprosy.’ Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. ‘By all means, go,’ 
the king of Aram replied. ‘I will send a letter to the king of Israel.’ So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of 
silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: ‘With 
this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.’ As soon as the king of 
Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, ‘Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow 

send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!’ 2 Kings 5:1-7 

We read here that Naaman was the commander of the king of Aram’s army, and he was highly respected by the king 

because, through Naaman, God gave victory to Aram. It’s very possible that God gave Aram victory over his enemies 

because God was working through Naaman to create this opportunity to heal Naaman. 

This event shows us how God was actually concerned about other nations, not just Israel. Israel was supposed to 

bring other nations to God and here we read about a leader of Aram who was brought to God’s prophet, Elisha, by 

doing so, God would be known as the One true God among this nation. 

A young slave girl from Israel was taken captive by Aram’s raiders, when she found out that Naaman had leprosy, 

she told his wife that she knew of a prophet who could cure him of his leprosy. 

Her faith is incredible, as she has the courage to even suggest such a thing to Naaman and his wife. She was well 

aware that there was only one God, and His prophet was more than capable of healing Naaman. 

Naaman asks permission from the king, to go and see the prophet and so, he goes and takes with him silver, gold, 

clothing, and a letter from the king of Aram to the king of Israel. 

However, when the king of Israel read the letter, ‘he tore his clothes’, it appears that the king totally misunderstood 

the reason for Naaman coming. Naaman was doing the right thing by going to the king of Israel and he brought the 

gifts to the king as a way of being courteous. 



17 

The king of Israel was well aware of who Naaman was and he was well aware of the king of Aram and his military 

might and so, it’s highly likely that the king of Israel thought that Naaman was here to start a war. Unknown to the 

king, Naaman was in the land to be healed, not to start a war. 

Coffman says the following in his commentary. 

‘Joram’s failure to think of Elisha in this situation was not due to his ignorance but to his unbelief and his 

unwillingness to accept the authenticity of Elisha’s prophetic ministry. Joram’s mistaken notion that Ben-Hadad, the 

probable king of Syria, who sent Naaman to Samaria sought a quarrel with him, was not altogether unreasonable. It 

will be remembered that Ben-Hadad, seeking the subjugation of Ahab, had made unreasonable demands of Joram’s 

father, 1 Kings 20:3-6.’ 

‘When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: ‘Why have 
you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman went 
with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, ‘Go, 

wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.’ But Naaman went 
away angry and said, ‘I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his 

God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?’ So he turned and went off in a rage. 
Naaman’s servants went to him and said, ‘My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you 
not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!’ So he went down and dipped 
himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like 

that of a young boy.’ 2 Kings 5:8-14 

Here we read of the purpose of the miracle, which was going to happen, Naaman would know that there was a true 

prophet in Israel and by default, he would know that there is only One true God, the God who could actually heal 

people, 2 Kings 5:15. 

Elisha tells Naaman to go and wash himself seven times in the Jordan river and he would be healed, but Naaman 

obviously thought that doing such a thing was a long way for a shortcut. 

He obviously has some kind of faith because he thought to himself, if Elisha just comes out and says the ‘word’ and 

waves his hand over him, he would be cured. It’s also worth noting that Naaman actually knew the name of the God 

of Israel, Romans 1:21. 

The reason he mentioned the rivers in Abana and Pharpar which were located in Damascus, is because these were 

freshwater mountain rivers, they were a lot cleaner than the river Jordan. It’s clear that Elisha told him to go to the 

Jordan river because he wanted humble Naaman. 

It should be noted that the word for ‘wash’ used here is ‘rachats’ and it means ‘dip’ or ‘immerse’ and it’s identified 

with baptism, ‘baptizo’ in the New Testament, John 9:7 / Acts 2:38. In other words, Elisha commanded Naaman to be 

‘immersed’ seven times in the River Jordan. 

We must remember there were no healing powers in the water itself, Elisha’s instructions were designed to humble 

this great warrior. After being calmed by his servants, he finally obeyed the instruction of Elisha, immersed himself 

seven times in the Jordan and was cured. 

We can only imagine what was going to Naaman’s mind as he dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, but more 

importantly, we should note that if he had only dipped himself, once, twice or even six times, he would not have been 

healed. He had to follow God’s instructions to be healed and likewise, today, if we want to be saved, we too must 

follow God’s instructions. 
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We must hear God’s Word, Romans 10:17, we must believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, we must confess 

His Name before others, Romans 10:9-10, we must repent of whatever sin that is in our lives, Luke 13:3, and we must 

be baptised for the forgiveness of our sins, Acts 2:38. There are no shortcuts to salvation. 

‘Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that 
there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.’ The prophet answered, 
‘As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.’ And even though Naaman urged him, he 

refused. ‘If you will not,’ said Naaman, ‘please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can 
carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. But may 
the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and 
he is leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD 

forgive your servant for this.’ ‘Go in peace,’ Elisha said. After Naaman had travelled some distance.’ 2 Kings 5:15-19 

The purpose of the miraculous healing of Naaman was achieved because Naaman now knows that ‘there is no there 

god, except the God of Israel’. 

Naaman wanted to give Elisha some gifts because he was healed but Elisha refused. He asks that God will forgive 

him when he ‘bows down in the temple of Rimmon’, Rimmon was a pagan deity worshipped in Damascus. 

Did Elisha actually give his approval to what Naaman suggested here? Some people believe that because Elisha told 

him to ‘go in peace’ this meant that Naaman received assurance that God understood his heart, but this isn’t clear. 

The words ‘go in peace’, could actually just be a farewell expression, which means that Elisha wasn’t approving or 

disapproving of what Naaman was going to do but simply saying that God’s peace be with him as he went away. 

Whatever is meant in these passages, we know that not only Naaman came to know the one true God but his servants 

who witnessed the healing in the Rover Jordan and it’s highly probable that when they returned to Aram, they would 

have told others what the God of Israel had done to Naaman. 

‘Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, ‘My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, 
by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from 
him.’ So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to 
meet him. ‘Is everything all right?’ he asked. ‘Everything is all right,’ Gehazi answered. ‘My master sent me to say, 
‘Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please 

give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.’ ‘By all means, take two talents,’ said Naaman. He urged Gehazi 
to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them to two 

of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things from the 
servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men away and they left. When he went in and stood before his 

master, Elisha asked him, ‘Where have you been, Gehazi?’ ‘Your servant didn’t go anywhere,’ Gehazi answered. But 
Elisha said to him, ‘Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time 

to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves and vineyards, or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 
Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever.’ Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and 

his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow.’ 2 Kings 5:20-27 

Earlier, Naaman offered Elisha some kind of payment but Elisha refused to take any payment, and it appears that 

Gehazi, Elisha’s servant was greedy and his greed led him to lie. Even after spending all this time with Elisha, it 

appears that Elisha didn’t have any influence on Gehazi because he wanted some kind of payment for something 

which he hadn’t done. 

Because of his greed, he lies to Naaman and tells him Elisha now wants to be paid for the healing, he also tried to lie 

to Elisha about his whereabouts and as a result, Gehazi and his descendants end up with leprosy. Notice that the 

leprosy happened straight away, Numbers 12:10. 

This is a perfect example of reaping God’s curse because of trying to gain a financial reward for something which 

God has done, Philippians 1:15 / 1 Timothy 6:5 / Jude 1:11. 
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This event shows us that God didn’t just want Israel to have the right relationship with Him, but all the nations of the 

world. 

CHAPTER 6 

In this chapter, we see yet another miracle performed by Elisha, but once again we read that there is a purpose behind 

the miracle. The purpose was to reinforce the message that God was still with Elisha and He was working through 

him. This in turn would strengthen the other prophets who were working under Elisha. 

AN AXHEAD FLOATS 

‘The company of the prophets said to Elisha, ‘Look, the place where we meet with you is too small for us. Let us go 
to the Jordan, where each of us can get a pole; and let us build a place there for us to meet.’ And he said, ‘Go.’ Then 
one of them said, ‘Won’t you please come with your servants?’ ‘I will,’ Elisha replied. And he went with them. They 
went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. As one of them was cutting down a tree, the iron axhead fell into the 

water. ‘Oh no, my lord!’ he cried out. ‘It was borrowed!’ The man of God asked, ‘Where did it fall?’ When he 
showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it there, and made the iron float. ‘Lift it out,’ he said. Then the 

man reached out his hand and took it.’ 2 Kings 6:1-7 

The company of prophets suggest that where they meet is simply too small and suggests to Elisha that they go to the 

Jordan. Elisha is happy to go with them but as they were cutting down some trees, an iron axhead fell into the water. 

Notice that it was a ‘borrowed’ axhead, in the law, it stated that if someone borrowed, lost or even destroyed an item 

which belonged to someone else, that person was held accountable for the cost or had to replace the item, Exodus 

22:14. 

The young prophet obviously had no means of replacing the lost axhead and he becomes desperate and calls for 

Elisha to help. Elisha throws in a stick and made the iron float, this was totally impossible, but not for God, only He 

could make iron float on water. 

Coffman in his commentary says the following. 

‘Several important deductions from what is written here are justified. 

1. Elisha’s work had been successful. More and more people were believing in the One God, and the sons of the 

prophets were increasing in number. 

2. Their love for Elisha is evident in their desire that he should accompany them. 

3. The sons of the prophets were entitled to be praised for their creative energy and industry. 

ELISHA TRAPS BLINDED ARAMEANS 

‘Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, ‘I will set up my camp in 
such and such a place.’ The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: ‘Beware of passing that place, because the 
Arameans are going down there.’ So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and 

again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. This enraged the king of Aram. He 
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summoned his officers and demanded of them, ‘Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?’ ‘None of 

us, my lord the king,’ said one of his officers, ‘but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very 
words you speak in your bedroom.’ ‘Go, find out where he is,’ the king ordered, ‘so I can send men and capture him.’ 

The report came back: ‘He is in Dothan.’ Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by 
night and surrounded the city.’ 2 Kings 6:8-14 

The king of Aram at this time was at war against Israel, probably during the reign of Jehoram, and he decided to set 

up camp. Elisha sent word to the king of Israel and warns him over and over again to be on his guard against the king 

of Aram and his movements. 

The king of Aram gets angry and says to his officers, ‘which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?’ It appears that 

time after time the king’s army’s violence toward Israel had led to the defeat of the king’s army. He obviously 

thought that there was a traitor in his ranks who was informing Israel as to where his whereabouts. 

The king of Aram had no idea that Elisha was telling the king of Israel about everything that was going on about 

where he and his army was. God again, by doing this work through Elisha, God was letting the people of Israel know 

that God was still working in and through His prophet. 

When the king of Aram discovers it was God’s prophet, Elisha who was the one telling Israel what he was up to, he 

wanted to try and capture Elisha. He probably thought to himself, if he can remove Elisha, that is kill him, then he 

can remove Israel’s source of miraculous knowledge. 

After being informed as to Elisha’s whereabouts, the king of Aram sends an army in order to trap Elisha in Dothan. 

‘When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots 
had surrounded the city. ‘Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?’ the servant asked. ‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet 
answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’ And Elisha prayed, ‘Open his eyes, 

LORD, so that he may see.’ Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, ‘Strike this 

army with blindness.’ So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.’ 2 Kings 6:15-18 

The king of Aram went to Dothan with horses and chariots and surrounded the city in order to capture Elisha and kill 

him. When one of Elisha’s servants saw them, he is at a loss as to what to do. 

Elisha tells him not to be afraid and then he tells him, ‘those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’ 

He saw something which his servant couldn’t see, and so in order for his servant to see what was invisible to the 

human eye, he prays that God would open his servant’s eyes. 

There’s no doubt that these were divine beings, angels, sent by God to protect His prophets, Hebrews 1:14. When 

God miraculous opened his eyes for him to see what couldn’t be seen, he saw a vast army of God with horses and 

chariots of fire ready to protect them, Romans 8:37. 

Elisha could have easily asked God to wife the army from the face of the earth, but instead, he asked God to strike 

them with blindness. Interestingly, the prophet was able to see God’s army but the king of Aram’s army ended up 

being blind, not being able to see anything which under normal circumstances could be seen. 

‘Elisha told them, ‘This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you are 
looking for.’ And he led them to Samaria. After they entered the city, Elisha said, ‘LORD, open the eyes of these men 
so they can see.’ Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria. When the 

king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, ‘Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?’ ‘Do not kill them,’ he 
answered. ‘Would you kill those you have captured with your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so 

that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master.’ So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they 
had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram 

stopped raiding Israel’s territory.’ 2 Kings 6:19-23 
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Because the king of Aram’s army was now blind, Elisha leads them to Samaria. The trap into which the king of Aram 

wanted to lead the Israelites became the same type of trap into which Elisha led the soldiers of the king’s army. 

After the soldiers received their sight back, they find themselves in the middle of the capital city which they sought to 

defeat. The reason they weren’t killed here was simply because they weren’t prisoners of war and mercy was shown 

to them here so that they show mercy towards Israel, James 2:13. 

Because the soldiers witnessed God’s protection over His people and because of the kindness the king of Israel 

showed the king of Aram’s soldiers, Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory. 

FAMINE IN BESIEGED SAMARIA 

‘Some time later, Ben-Hadad king of Aram mobilized his entire army and marched up and laid siege to Samaria. 
There was a great famine in the city; the siege lasted so long that a donkey’s head sold for eighty shekels of silver, 

and a quarter of a cab of seed pods for five shekels. As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried 
to him, ‘Help me, my lord the king!’ The king replied, ‘If the LORD does not help you, where can I get help for you? 
From the threshing floor? From the winepress?’ Then he asked her, ‘What’s the matter?’ She answered, ‘This woman 
said to me, ‘Give up your son so we may eat him today, and tomorrow we’ll eat my son.’ So we cooked my son and 
ate him. The next day I said to her, ‘Give up your son so we may eat him,’ but she had hidden him.’ 2 Kings 6:24-29 

When it comes to the kings of Aram, especially Ben-Hadad, it’s never easy to identify which king the text is referring 

to. 

One suggestion to help us is this, Ben-Hadad I, the son of Tabrimmon, reigned in the 10th to the early 9th century 

B.C. 1 Kings 15:18. Ben-Hadad II possibly reigned in the middle of the 9th century B.C. Hazael reigned in the late 

9th century B.C. Then Ben-Hadad III, the son of Hazael, reigned in the early 8th century B.C. 

Up until this point in time, there was a period of peace between Israel and Aram but after this period, Ben-Hadad II 

assumed Aram’s hostility against Israel. He laid siege to Samaria in the middle of the 9th century. 

Notice that ‘the siege lasted so long that a donkey’s head sold for eighty shekels of silver’. They were trapped inside 

the city, and the price of food rocketed, which this us how severe the famine was because a donkey’s head would be 

the very last thing which people would eat. They also ate a ‘cab of seed pods’, which is basically dove’s dung, which 

tells us they will eat anything in order to survive. 

Things are so horrendous and people are so desperate to eat, one mother suggests to another mother that they eat each 

other’s sons, this is nothing short of cannibalism. 

The event recorded here in this siege is exactly what God, through Moses, said would happen many years 

before, Deuteronomy 28:53-58. 

‘When the king heard the woman’s words, he tore his robes. As he went along the wall, the people looked, and they 
saw that, under his robes, he had sackcloth on his body. He said, ‘May God deal with me, be it ever so severely, if the 

head of Elisha son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders today!’ Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders 
were sitting with him. The king sent a messenger ahead, but before he arrived, Elisha said to the elders, ‘Don’t you 
see how this murderer is sending someone to cut off my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and 
hold it shut against him. Is not the sound of his master’s footsteps behind him?’ While he was still talking to them, 

the messenger came down to him. The king said, ‘This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD 
any longer?’ 2 Kings 6:30-33 

When the king of Israel, probably Jehoram, heard the woman’s words, he tore his robes and when he did, the 

onlookers noticed that he was wearing a sackcloth, which was a sign of repentance. 
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In ignorance, and for reasons we aren’t told, he quickly blames Elisha for what is happening, possibly because Elisha 

had prophesied that Samaria would be victorious over Aram. 

One thing is clear, everyone is in a desperate situation here, and if they return to God in faith, if they turn to God in 

repentance, then God would deliver them from this horrendous situation. 

It’s very easy to overlook the fact that Elisha and the elders were also suffering because of the famine, hence why 

Elisha is sitting in his house. 

Elisha knew exactly what was happening and what was about to happen, he knew that Jehoram was a murderer, he 

called him a murderer because he intends to murder Elisha. 

The king is clearly frustrated and recognises that what’s happening is from God and he doesn’t want to wait any 

longer for God to deliver them from this famine. 

This story will continue in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER 7 

Not long after a failed attempt to capture and kill Elisha, 2 Kings 6:19-23, the city of Samaria was facing a severe 

famine. 

The last chapter ended by telling us that the king, Jehoram, was very frustrated and recognised that everything was 

happening because God was making it happen. 

This chapter is a continuation of the previous chapter. 

‘Elisha replied, ‘Hear the word of the LORD. This is what the LORD says: About this time tomorrow, a seah of the 
finest flour will sell for a shekel and two seahs of barley for a shekel at the gate of Samaria.’ The officer on whose 

arm the king was leaning said to the man of God, ‘Look, even if the LORD should open the floodgates of the 
heavens, could this happen?’ ‘You will see it with your own eyes,’ answered Elisha, ‘but you will not eat any of it!’ 2 

Kings 7:1-2 

After the king said, ‘This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD any longer?’ 2 Kings 6:33, 

Elisha replies to him and prophesied that the famine was coming to an end very soon. In fact, it was going to be the 

next day, that that would be the day where food would be sold for its normal price, 2 Kings 6:25. 

It’s clear that the officer struggled to believe what Elisha was saying, after all, there was no food to sell at this point. 

He was basically asking, if there is no food to sell, then, what kind of food is Elisha speaking about? 

In other words, what Elisha was saying was impossible! Elisha tells him, he will see it with his own eyes but he won’t 

eat any of it. 

THE SIEGE LIFTED 

‘Now there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate. They said to each other, ‘Why stay here until 
we die? If we say, ‘We’ll go into the city’—the famine is there, and we will die. And if we stay here, we will die. So 

let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans and surrender. If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.’ At 
dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they reached the edge of the camp, no one was there, 
for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to 
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one another, ‘Look, the king of Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!’ So they got up and fled in 
the dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the camp as it was and ran for their lives. 
The men who had leprosy reached the edge of the camp, entered one of the tents and ate and drank. Then they took 
silver, gold and clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and took some things 

from it and hid them also.’ 2 Kings 7:3-8 

These four men who had leprosy had to make a difficult decision and they came to the conclusion that they could die 

at the city gate or inside the city. They believe that the only chance they have to live is to beg for mercy at the camp 

of the Arameans. 

When they arrive at the camp no one was around because God had created a great noise of an army, but they didn’t 

know it was God who caused the miraculous noise for the Aramean army to hear. 

In the middle of the night, the Aramean soldiers assumed that the Hittites and the Egyptians had come together to 

help Samaria and so, in fear and confusion they ran for their lives. 

Notice that the four lepers, entered a tent and then ate and drank, this tells us that Elisha’s first prophecy had been 

fulfilled, 2 Kings 7:1. They also took some valuables from the tents and hid them. 

‘Then they said to each other, ‘What we’re doing is not right. This is a day of good news and we are keeping it to 
ourselves. If we wait until daylight, punishment will overtake us. Let’s go at once and report this to the royal palace.’ 
So they went and called out to the city gatekeepers and told them, ‘We went into the Aramean camp and no one was 

there—not a sound of anyone—only tethered horses and donkeys, and the tents left just as they were.’ The 
gatekeepers shouted the news, and it was reported within the palace. The king got up in the night and said to his 

officers, ‘I will tell you what the Arameans have done to us. They know we are starving; so they have left the camp to 
hide in the countryside, thinking, ‘They will surely come out, and then we will take them alive and get into the city.’ 
One of his officers answered, ‘Have some men take five of the horses that are left in the city. Their plight will be like 
that of all the Israelites left here—yes, they will only be like all these Israelites who are doomed. So let us send them 
to find out what happened.’ So they selected two chariots with their horses, and the king sent them after the Aramean 
army. He commanded the drivers, ‘Go and find out what has happened.’ They followed them as far as the Jordan, and 
they found the whole road strewn with the clothing and equipment the Arameans had thrown away in their headlong 
flight. So the messengers returned and reported to the king. Then the people went out and plundered the camp of the 
Arameans. So a seah of the finest flour sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley sold for a shekel, as the LORD had 
said. Now the king had put the officer on whose arm he leaned in charge of the gate, and the people trampled him in 
the gateway, and he died, just as the man of God had foretold when the king came down to his house. It happened as 
the man of God had said to the king: ‘About this time tomorrow, a seah of the finest flour will sell for a shekel and 
two seahs of barley for a shekel at the gate of Samaria.’ The officer had said to the man of God, ‘Look, even if the 

LORD should open the floodgates of the heavens, could this happen?’ The man of God had replied, ‘You will see it 
with your own eyes, but you will not eat any of it!’ And that is exactly what happened to him, for the people trampled 

him in the gateway, and he died.’ 2 Kings 7:9-20 

The four lepers know what they have done wasn’t right and they expect to get punished for what they have done. 

They know it is a day of good news, it’s the day when this good news needs to be shared with others. 

When they ate and drank and helped themselves to all the valuables, 2 Kings 7:7-8, they only thought about 

themselves but now they realise that this good news would actually save the lives of many others who were starving 

to death. 

They went and told this good news to the inhabitants of Samaria, however when they first reported the news the 

Aramean camp was empty, Jehoram didn’t believe them, he thought it was some kind of trap set by the Arameans to 

entice them out of the city. As a result of his doubt, messengers were sent to find out if what the four lepers were 

saying was true or not. 

After the messengers returned and reported that what the four lepers were saying was true, they went out of the city 

and plundered the camp of the Arameans. Because the Aramean soldiers heard the miraculous noise of God and 
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though it was the Hittites and the Egyptians coming to help Samaria, they run for their lives and left everything 

behind. 

Notice that food was sold again for its normal price, this again, shows that Elisa’s first prophecy was fulfilled, 2 

Kings 7:1. The king tried to control the crowd and even appointed the captain to be in charge of the gate of the city, 

but he had no chance. 

The multitudes were so hungry, they didn’t stop at the gate, they trampled him to death, which again, was the 

fulfilment of Elisha’s second prophecy, 2 Kings 7:2. 

It’s such a shame that God had to let them experience this great famine, which led them to eat, unclean animals and 

all the horses in the city, except five. This was done to bring Israel to their knees so that they would repent and trust 

God for deliverance. When they thought they were about to cease to exist God delivered them. 

CHAPTER 8 

‘Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had restored to life, ‘Go away with your family and stay for a while 
wherever you can, because the LORD has decreed a famine in the land that will last seven years.’ The woman 

proceeded to do as the man of God said. She and her family went away and stayed in the land of the Philistines seven 
years. At the end of the seven years she came back from the land of the Philistines and went to appeal to the king for 
her house and land. The king was talking to Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, and had said, ‘Tell me about all 
the great things Elisha has done.’ Just as Gehazi was telling the king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, the 
woman whose son Elisha had brought back to life came to appeal to the king for her house and land. Gehazi said, 
‘This is the woman, my lord the king, and this is her son whom Elisha restored to life.’ The king asked the woman 

about it, and she told him. Then he assigned an official to her case and said to him, ‘Give back everything that 
belonged to her, including all the income from her land from the day she left the country until now.’ 2 Kings 8:1-6 

THE SHUNAMMITE’S LAND RESTORED 

As we enter this chapter, it’s important to note that this account of Gehazi isn’t in chronological order. This incident 

would have taken place before the healing of Naaman, 2 Kings 5:1-17, because Gehazi hadn’t yet been struck with 

leprosy. 

Elisha tells the woman whose son he had restored back to life, 2 Kings 4:8-37, to go away for a while, he wants the 

Shunammite woman to go to another country, which she did. She went to Philistia for seven years, after the seven 

years had passed, she makes an appeal to the king, probably Jehoram, for her land. 

It’s quite clear that someone else had taken possession of her land whilst she was away. After the king learned that 

Elisha had brought the Shunammite woman’s son back to life, he gave her case to an ‘official’, who was probably a 

eunuch, 1 Chronicles 28:1 / Isaiah 56:3-4, he then gave her back everything that was rightfully hers, along with the 

income, which was raised from her land, Esther 6:1-14 / Romans 8:28. 

What happened here shows that Elisha’s previous offer to speak to the king for the Shunammite woman, 2 Kings 

4:13, wants a waste of time. 

HAZAEL MURDERS BEN-HADAD 
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‘Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Aram was ill. When the king was told, ‘The man of God has come 

all the way up here,’ he said to Hazael, ‘Take a gift with you and go to meet the man of God. Consult the LORD 
through him; ask him, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’ Hazael went to meet Elisha, taking with him as a gift forty 
camel-loads of all the finest wares of Damascus. He went in and stood before him, and said, ‘Your son Ben-Hadad 
king of Aram has sent me to ask, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’ Elisha answered, ‘Go and say to him, ‘You will 
certainly recover.’ Nevertheless, the LORD has revealed to me that he will in fact die.’ He stared at him with a fixed 
gaze until Hazael was embarrassed. Then the man of God began to weep. ‘Why is my lord weeping?’ asked Hazael. 
‘Because I know the harm you will do to the Israelites,’ he answered. ‘You will set fire to their fortified places, kill 
their young men with the sword, dash their little children to the ground, and rip open their pregnant women.’ Hazael 

said, ‘How could your servant, a mere dog, accomplish such a feat?’ ‘The LORD has shown me that you will become 
king of Aram,’ answered Elisha. Then Hazael left Elisha and returned to his master. When Ben-Hadad asked, ‘What 

did Elisha say to you?’ Hazael replied, ‘He told me that you would certainly recover.’ But the next day he took a 
thick cloth, soaked it in water and spread it over the king’s face, so that he died. Then Hazael succeeded him as king.’ 

2 Kings 8:7-15 

Some commentators suggest that because God had earlier commanded Elijah to anoint Hazael as king of Aram, 1 

Kings 19:15, it’s here that we read that Elisha carried out this command, this is why he is in Damascus. 

However, Coffman in his commentary offers the following objections. 

‘Several scholars suppose that Elisha anointed Hazael king over Syria on this trip, but there is nothing here to support 

such a view. God had commanded Elijah at Horeb to anoint Hazael, 1 Kings 19:15, and there are two ways of 

understanding what happened. 

1. Either Elijah went to Damascus and anointed him without any Scriptural record of it being recorded, or 

2. Elijah transferred the obligation to Elisha who anointed him without any record of it being placed in the Bible.’ 

We should also note that the Hazael here shouldn’t be confused with the father of Ben-Hadad, who was called the son 

of Hazael, 2 Kings 13:3. This Hazael was the son of a nobody, who murdered Ben-Hadad and seized his throne. 

It was the practice of the day for someone to make a gift to God’s prophet as a kind of offering, if they didn’t take a 

gift it was seen as disrespectful. Because of the number of gifts Ben-Hadad gave Elisha, shows us just how much he 

respected Elisha and by default the God of Israel. 

However, just because he showed Elisha and the God of Israel a lot of respect, doesn’t mean that Ben-Hadad was a 

convert to the God of Israel. 

Because Ben-Hadad was ill, he wanted to find out if he would recover from his illness, when Hazael asks Elisha 

about Ben-Hadad, Elisha tells him that the king will certainly recover. The very fact that Elisha says he will recover, 

reinforces the murderous, suffocating act of Hazael because under normal circumstances he would have recovered. 

Hazael lied to the king and told him he would recover when Elisha told him he would certainly die. Elisha knew what 

kind of man Hazael was, he was a serious troublemaker, Elisha knew he would cause a lot of trouble for the 

Israelites. 

The terrible crimes mentioned here, which Elisha stated that Hazael would commit, were in no sense offensive to that 

evil man who would murder his way into becoming king. 

Notice after being told the horrendous things he will do to the Israelites, he asks Elisha, ‘how could your servant, a 

mere dog, accomplish such a feat?’ Hazael compares himself to a dog, suggesting that a dog isn’t capable of doing 

such horrendous things. He’s telling Elisha he’s just a slave of Ben-Hadad and he possessed no power to do the 

horrendous things which Elisha mentioned. 

Elisha doesn’t mess with his words here; he plainly tells him of the prophecy of his accession to the throne of Aram. 

After murdering Ben-Hadad, Hazael became king and reigned from 841 to 798 B.C. 
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JEHORAM KING OF JUDAH 

‘In the fifth year of Joram son of Ahab king of Israel, when Jehoshaphat was king of Judah, Jehoram son of 
Jehoshaphat began his reign as king of Judah. He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem eight years. He followed the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, for he married a 
daughter of Ahab. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD. Nevertheless, for the sake of his servant David, the LORD 
was not willing to destroy Judah. He had promised to maintain a lamp for David and his descendants forever. In the 
time of Jehoram, Edom rebelled against Judah and set up its own king. So Jehoram went to Zair with all his chariots. 

The Edomites surrounded him and his chariot commanders, but he rose up and broke through by night; his army, 
however, fled back home. To this day Edom has been in rebellion against Judah. Libnah revolted at the same time. As 

for the other events of Jehoram’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of 
Judah? Jehoram rested with his ancestors and was buried with them in the City of David. And Ahaziah his son 

succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 8:16-24 

Whilst Hazael became king of Aram, Jehoram became king of Judah. Although it can be confusing at times, we must 

remember that the name Jehoram appears in the lists of kings of both Israel and Judah, but they are different people. 

Joram is a shortened version of the name Jehoram, 2 Kings 1:17. 

Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king and reigned in Jerusalem for eight years, however, he 

followed in the ways of the kings of Israel and like the house of Ahab had done. This means that he committed 

idolatry and followed the gods of the Canaanites as Ahab did, 1 Kings 16:29-19:18. 

This possibly happened because he married the daughter of Ahab, her name was Athaliah, and so, it’s possible that 

she may have influenced him in some way. In some ways, she not only influenced him but influenced the whole 

nation, because the idolatrous action of Israel was now happening in Judah. 

Jehoram did evil in the eyes of God, he committed many acts of sins, one of them was the murdering of his six 

brothers because he wanted their wealth, 2 Chronicles 21:5-10 / 2 Chronicles 21:20. 

Make no mistake about it, God would have wiped them off the face of the earth because of their idolatry, if it wasn’t 

for David and the promise He made to David, 2 Samuel 7:13-16 / 2 Chronicles 21:12-19. 

Coffman in his commentary says the following concerning these verses. 

‘The Edomites had been subjected by David and remained under the dominion of Solomon, from whom they revolted 

for a time when the kingdom divided. However, they again came under the dominion of Judah during the reign of 

Jehoshaphat, but this revolt against Joram resulted in their independence. 

What seems to be reported here is a disastrous route of Joram’s army and his being surrounded by the Edomite 

troops. Jehoram with his chariots was able to break through the surrounding Edomites and escape with his life, 

leaving the rest of his army to escape as best they could. This military disaster which stopped just short of being 

complete was followed by the loss of Libnah a city to the southwest of Judah, probably in the area of the Philistines.’ 

We know that great nations are held together by their loyalty to their kings. God originally created Israel as one 

nation and they were to be loyal to Him as their king, sadly here we read about what happens when a nation is 

divided and is loyal to various kings. 

AHAZIAH KING OF JUDAH 

‘In the twelfth year of Joram son of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign. 
Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His mother’s name 
was Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. He followed the ways of the house of Ahab and did evil in the 
eyes of the LORD, as the house of Ahab had done, for he was related by marriage to Ahab’s family. Ahaziah went 
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with Joram son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth Gilead. The Arameans wounded Joram; so 

King Joram returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds the Arameans had inflicted on him at Ramoth in his battle 
with Hazael king of Aram. Then Ahaziah son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to Jezreel to see Joram son of 

Ahab, because he had been wounded.’ 2 Kings 8:25-29 

Ahaziah became king in 841 B.C. and only reigned for one year, 2 Chronicles 22:1-6. Some translations say that 

Athaliah was the ‘daughter’ of Omri, she would have been the granddaughter of Omri, because she was the daughter 

of Ahab. The word ‘daughter’ is often used to refer to one as a descendant. 

Ahaziah followed in the idolatrous ways of Ahab, 1 Kings 16:29-19:18, and did evil in the eyes of the Lord. War 

once again breaks out, Ahaziah and Joram, that is Jehoram king of Israel in the north, go out against Hazael at 

Ramoth Gilead. They were trying to reclaim the city that was under Aramean control, 1 Kings 22:29-36. 

It appears at this point in history, that the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah have a good 

relationship with one another. 

Notice that the house of Ahab was now on the thrones of both Israel and Judah, but God appears to use Joram’s 

illness in Jezreel to bring Ahaziah from Jerusalem, in doing so the two branches of Ahab’s house were brought 

together and brought to an end at the same time. 

Coffman says the following in his commentary. 

‘Appropriately, the final settlement of God’s account with the house of Ahab would take place at Jezreel, at that very 

vineyard of Naboth, where through Ahab’s murder of that righteous man, the dogs licked his blood, and, in the next 

chapter, we shall see how the dogs indeed licked the blood of Ahab in the person of his grandson Ahaziah in the very 

same place. None of God’s prophecies ever failed!’ 

CHAPTER 9 

As we enter this chapter we read about Jehu, who reigned in the Northern Kingdom of Israel from 841 to 814 B.C. 

What is important about this chapter is seen in the fact that when he is anointed as king, this actually brought an end 

to the house of Ahab. 

‘The prophet Elisha summoned a man from the company of the prophets and said to him, ‘Tuck your cloak into your 
belt, take this flask of olive oil with you and go to Ramoth Gilead. When you get there, look for Jehu son of 

Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from his companions and take him into an inner room. 
Then take the flask and pour the oil on his head and declare, ‘This is what the LORD says: I anoint you king over 

Israel.’ Then open the door and run; don’t delay!’ So the young prophet went to Ramoth Gilead. When he arrived, he 
found the army officers sitting together. ‘I have a message for you, commander,’ he said. ‘For which of us?’ asked 
Jehu. ‘For you, commander,’ he replied. Jehu got up and went into the house. Then the prophet poured the oil on 
Jehu’s head and declared, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anoint you king over the LORD’s 
people Israel. You are to destroy the house of Ahab your master, and I will avenge the blood of my servants the 

prophets and the blood of all the LORD’s servants shed by Jezebel. The whole house of Ahab will perish. I will cut 
off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son 

of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. As for Jezebel, dogs will devour her on the plot of ground at 
Jezreel, and no one will bury her.’ Then he opened the door and ran.’ 2 Kings 9:1-10 

JEHU ANOINTED KING OF ISRAEL 
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The anointing of Jehu as king of Israel, was first given to Elijah, 1 Kings 19:6, Elijah then gave Elisha, his servant, 

the task of doing this. In these verses, we read that Elisha gave his servant, that is one of the sons of the prophets, to 

carry out the command originally given to Elijah. 

The servant was to tuck his cloak into his belt and take a flask of olive oil. This oil was the holy oil, the anointing oil, 

which was mixed with other ingredients, Exodus 30:23-25. 

After his anointing, Jehu is given the task of restoring Israel, he was to do this by destroying any influence which may 

come from the house of Ahab and his descendants. God wanted to remove all the idolatrous behaviour from the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. Jehu did this by going after the leaders, some of whom were related to Ahab and Jezebel 

and some of whom were the false prophets of Baal. 

Back in 1 Kings 15:29, we read about the destruction of the house of Jeroboam and back in 1 Kings 16:9-12, we read 

about the destruction of the house of Baasha. In other words, the house of Ahab had been warned twice about their 

fate because they turned God and His ways, and of course, Ahab himself had been personally warned of his fate back 

in 1 Kings 21:21-26. 

We must remember that the end of Ahab’s reign and the dynasty would have happened a lot quicker if he didn’t 

repent as he did earlier. God told him his punishment wasn’t going to happen in his lifetime, but in the lifetime of his 

son, Joram, 1 Kings 21:29. 

‘When Jehu went out to his fellow officers, one of them asked him, ‘Is everything all right? Why did this maniac 
come to you?’ ‘You know the man and the sort of things he says,’ Jehu replied. ‘That’s not true!’ they said. ‘Tell us.’ 
Jehu said, ‘Here is what he told me: ‘This is what the LORD says: I anoint you king over Israel.’ They quickly took 
their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, ‘Jehu is king!’ 2 

Kings 9:11-13 

I find it amusing that the people thought that God’s true prophets were maniacs and yet their own false prophets were 

sane. This is nothing new because madness was widely associated with prophecy in the Old Testament, Jeremiah 

20:26 / Hosea 9:7. 

Nothing much has changed today, many people look at Christians as if they are mad for believing in God, while they 

believe that they are sane because they believe in evolution or atheism. 

When we read these verses, we can see how much the officers of Joram, didn’t like him. There’s almost a sense of 

relief in their actions and an over the top reaction towards their new king. 

1. They spread their garments for Jehu to walk upon, much like what happened when Christ walked into 

Jerusalem, Luke 19:29-40. 

2. They blew the trumpet, which was always associated with proclaiming a new king. 

3. They shouted, ‘Jehu is king!’ 

Because all the leaders of the army took part in the proclamation that Jehu was king, meant that the anointing of Jehu 

as their new king was a complete success. 

‘So Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against Joram. (Now Joram and all Israel had been 
defending Ramoth Gilead against Hazael king of Aram, but King Joram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the 

wounds the Arameans had inflicted on him in the battle with Hazael king of Aram.) Jehu said, ‘If you desire to make 
me king, don’t let anyone slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jezreel.’ Then he got into his chariot and rode 
to Jezreel, because Joram was resting there and Ahaziah king of Judah had gone down to see him.’ 2 Kings 9:14-16 

It appears that Jehu started planning some kind of conspiracy against Joram, but these plans may have already been in 

the pipeline before he was announced king, 2 Chronicles 22:7-9. 
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We don’t really know what Jehu’s motives are but now that he is king, he can now put his plans into action. It 

appears that those who were associated with Jehu immediately proceeded to proclaim him as king, now all of Israel 

was under the command of Jehu. 

Coffman, in his commentary, writes the following. 

‘Once any man was proclaimed king during the reign of another king, that automatically meant the death of one of 

them or the engagement of a long civil war. Jehu said, in effect. All right, you have made me king; now, whatever 

you do, do not let anyone leave here with that kind of information to be told in Jezreel. And Jehu took a detachment 

of the troops and headed for Jezreel to kill the king.’ 

JEHU KILLS JORAM AND AHAZIAH 

‘When the lookout standing on the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu’s troops approaching, he called out, ‘I see some troops 
coming.’ ‘Get a horseman,’ Joram ordered. ‘Send him to meet them and ask, ‘Do you come in peace?’ The horseman 
rode off to meet Jehu and said, ‘This is what the king says: ‘Do you come in peace?’ ‘What do you have to do with 

peace?’ Jehu replied. ‘Fall in behind me.’ The lookout reported, ‘The messenger has reached them, but he isn’t 
coming back.’ So the king sent out a second horseman. When he came to them he said, ‘This is what the king says: 

‘Do you come in peace?’ Jehu replied, ‘What do you have to do with peace? Fall in behind me.’ The lookout 
reported, ‘He has reached them, but he isn’t coming back either. The driving is like that of Jehu son of Nimshi—he 
drives like a maniac.’ ‘Hitch up my chariot,’ Joram ordered. And when it was hitched up, Joram king of Israel and 
Ahaziah king of Judah rode out, each in his own chariot, to meet Jehu. They met him at the plot of ground that had 

belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite. When Joram saw Jehu he asked, ‘Have you come in peace, Jehu?’ ‘How can there 
be peace,’ Jehu replied, ‘as long as all the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother Jezebel abound?’ Joram turned 

about and fled, calling out to Ahaziah, ‘Treachery, Ahaziah!’ Then Jehu drew his bow and shot Joram between the 
shoulders. The arrow pierced his heart and he slumped down in his chariot. Jehu said to Bidkar, his chariot officer, 

‘Pick him up and throw him on the field that belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite. Remember how you and I were riding 
together in chariots behind Ahab his father when the LORD spoke this prophecy against him: ‘Yesterday I saw the 
blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons, declares the LORD, and I will surely make you pay for it on this plot of 
ground, declares the LORD.’ Now then, pick him up and throw him on that plot, in accordance with the word of the 

LORD.’ 2 Kings 9:17-26 

Joram sends out two horsemen to ask if Jehu comes in peace, but neither of them returns because they switch 

allegiance and join Jehu. 

We have to wonder, why didn’t Joram see the warning signs when the first messenger didn’t return or even when the 

second messenger didn’t return? 

I guess it’s possible he was trying to buy some time to get prepared for war, but more than likely, he was just like his 

father, who never saw the obvious, 2 Kings 1:9-13. 

Joram and Ahaziah rode out and met Jehu at the plot of ground that had belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite. 

Remember, Naboth’s vineyard, which was his inheritance, had been stolen by Ahab and Jezebel, and so this is the 

perfect place to bring down the house of Ahab, 1 Kings 21:19. 

It’s quite clear that Ahab and Jezebel’s sinful actions were, they were involved in idolatry and witchcraft, and it’s 

quite clear that these practices were carried on by their son, hence why Joram was killed and Ahab’s household was 

coming to an end. 

Because Jehu understood that his mission was from God, that he was to destroy the house of Ahab, he doesn’t hang 

around in the task of killing all the descendants of Ahab and Jezebel. 
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‘When Ahaziah king of Judah saw what had happened, he fled up the road to Beth Haggan. Jehu chased him, 

shouting, ‘Kill him too!’ They wounded him in his chariot on the way up to Gur near Ibleam, but he escaped to 
Megiddo and died there. His servants took him by chariot to Jerusalem and buried him with his ancestors in his tomb 
in the City of David. (In the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king of Judah.)’ 2 Kings 9:27-

29 

Ahaziah had a good friendship with Joram and because of this friendship, Ahaziah joined in with the house of Ahab’s 

sinfulness. This is the reason why Jehu said that he too should be killed. 

Although God had willed the execution of the house of Omri, to whose dynasty Ahab and his evil family belonged, 

Jehu’s murderous deeds in their totality were not approved by God. 

JEZEBEL KILLED 

‘Then Jehu went to Jezreel. When Jezebel heard about it, she put on eye makeup, arranged her hair and looked out of 
a window. As Jehu entered the gate, she asked, ‘Have you come in peace, you Zimri, you murderer of your master?’ 
He looked up at the window and called out, ‘Who is on my side? Who?’ Two or three eunuchs looked down at him. 
‘Throw her down!’ Jehu said. So they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered the wall and the horses as 
they trampled her underfoot. Jehu went in and ate and drank. ‘Take care of that cursed woman,’ he said, ‘and bury 

her, for she was a king’s daughter.’ But when they went out to bury her, they found nothing except her skull, her feet 
and her hands. They went back and told Jehu, who said, ‘This is the word of the LORD that he spoke through his 

servant Elijah the Tishbite: On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs will devour Jezebel’s flesh. Jezebel’s body will be 
like dung on the ground in the plot at Jezreel, so that no one will be able to say, ‘This is Jezebel.’ 2 Kings 9:30-37 

Notice when Jehu went to Jezreel, Jezebel prepared herself to look good, she was probably thinking if she did this, 

she would receive some kind of mercy from Jehu. 

It appears that she knew that Jehu was going to kill her too and so she reminds him of Zimri who was also murdered 

in order to seize the throne, 1 Kings 16:8-10. 

At that point, two eunuchs appeared at the window near Jezebel, and then a third, it’s then that Jehu asks for loyalty 

to him and they have no hesitation in doing so. 

This resulted in Jezebel being thrown out of the window, and to show how much they hated Jezebel, they trampled 

over her body with horses. Since she was the daughter of a king, Jehu wanted to bury her, but it was too late because 

the dogs had already eaten most of her body. This was the fulfilment of Elijah’s prophecy concerning Jezebel’s 

death, 1 Kings 21:23. 

Her sin was that she brought her own gods to Israel, namely Baal and Astarte and sadly, Jezebel’s influence was still 

very much alive, metaphorically, by the time we get to the New Testament, Revelation 2:20. 

CHAPTER 10 

‘Now there were in Samaria seventy sons of the house of Ahab. So Jehu wrote letters and sent them to Samaria: to the 
officials of Jezreel, to the elders and to the guardians of Ahab’s children. He said, ‘You have your master’s sons with 
you and you have chariots and horses, a fortified city and weapons. Now as soon as this letter reaches you, choose the 

best and most worthy of your master’s sons and set him on his father’s throne. Then fight for your master’s house.’ 
But they were terrified and said, ‘If two kings could not resist him, how can we?’ So the palace administrator, the city 
governor, the elders and the guardians sent this message to Jehu: ‘We are your servants and we will do anything you 

say. We will not appoint anyone as king; you do whatever you think best.’ Then Jehu wrote them a second letter, 
saying, ‘If you are on my side and will obey me, take the heads of your master’s sons and come to me in Jezreel by 



31 
this time tomorrow.’ Now the royal princes, seventy of them, were with the leading men of the city, who were rearing 
them. When the letter arrived, these men took the princes and slaughtered all seventy of them. They put their heads in 
baskets and sent them to Jehu in Jezreel. When the messenger arrived, he told Jehu, ‘They have brought the heads of 

the princes.’ Then Jehu ordered, ‘Put them in two piles at the entrance of the city gate until morning.’ The next 
morning Jehu went out. He stood before all the people and said, ‘You are innocent. It was I who conspired against my 
master and killed him, but who killed all these? Know, then, that not a word the LORD has spoken against the house 

of Ahab will fail. The LORD has done what he announced through his servant Elijah.’ So Jehu killed everyone in 
Jezreel who remained of the house of Ahab, as well as all his chief men, his close friends and his priests, leaving him 

no survivor.’ 2 Kings 10:1-11 

AHAB’S FAMILY KILLED 

After the killing of Jezebel, 2 Kings 9:30-37, Ahab still had some descendants who were still living, he had seventy 

sons. Jehu wanted to kill all of Ahab’s descendants, by doing this it would secure his reign as king and it would fulfil 

the judgment which God placed upon the household of Ahab because of his idolatry, 1 Kings 21:21-26. 

It appears that Jehu will go to any lengths to accomplish his plans to kill the descendants of Ahab. Here he demands 

the loyalty of others by asking them to kill the seventy sons of Ahab. These are the same people who had obeyed to 

the letter the vicious orders of Jezebel to murder Naboth and his sons, 1 Kings 21:7-16. 

These men were very much involved in Naboth’s murder, 1 Kings 21:11, and now they have the same attitude 

towards Jehu and they are more than willing to carry out Jehu’s order for them to kill Ahab’s seventy sons. After 

killing the seventy sons, they sent the seventy heads to Jehu in a basket. 

Jehu had killed everyone who was related to Ahab, but we must remember that it wasn’t God who moved him to do 

all these evil things. God knew what Jehu was like before he made him king, God doesn’t create evil but He uses evil 

for His purposes. In this case, God used Jehu’s evil character to bring about the judgment upon the descendants of 

Ahab. 

‘Jehu then set out and went toward Samaria. At Beth Eked of the Shepherds, he met some relatives of Ahaziah king 
of Judah and asked, ‘Who are you?’ They said, ‘We are relatives of Ahaziah, and we have come down to greet the 

families of the king and of the queen mother.’ ‘Take them alive!’ he ordered. So they took them alive and slaughtered 
them by the well of Beth Eked—forty-two of them. He left no survivor.’ 2 Kings 10:12-14 

Since Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab, these relatives of Ahaziah would have been descendants of Ahab. Because 

Ahaziah had no brothers, in the usual sense of the word, these relatives were probably his nephews or cousins, 2 

Chronicles 22:8. They were relatives of Judah who ministered to Ahaziah. 

Jehu appears to be going over the top as his massacre of Ahab’s descendants continues. He murders forty-two men, 

probably just in case they were conspiring against him or just in case they continue in the idolatrous behaviour of 

Ahab and Jezebel. 

‘After he left there, he came upon Jehonadab son of Rekab, who was on his way to meet him. Jehu greeted him and 
said, ‘Are you in accord with me, as I am with you?’ ‘I am,’ Jehonadab answered. ‘If so,’ said Jehu, ‘give me your 

hand.’ So he did, and Jehu helped him up into the chariot. Jehu said, ‘Come with me and see my zeal for the LORD.’ 
Then he had him ride along in his chariot. When Jehu came to Samaria, he killed all who were left there of Ahab’s 

family; he destroyed them, according to the word of the LORD spoken to Elijah.’ 2 Kings 10:15-17 

Jehonadab commanded his sons to follow after the laws of God, to refrain from drinking wine, and to live in tents as 

the Israelites did during their wandering in the wilderness, Jeremiah 35:6-19. Jehonadab left a legacy of obedience to 

God in the lives of his sons. 



32 

He must have told his descendants to live for God because of what he witnessed in the life of Jehu in his zeal to get 

rid of Baal worship from Israel. The pledge and the handshake signified a formal coalition between Jehu and the 

Rechabites. 

SERVANTS OF BAAL KILLED 

‘Then Jehu brought all the people together and said to them, ‘Ahab served Baal a little; Jehu will serve him much. 
Now summon all the prophets of Baal, all his servants and all his priests. See that no one is missing, because I am 

going to hold a great sacrifice for Baal. Anyone who fails to come will no longer live.’ But Jehu was acting 
deceptively in order to destroy the servants of Baal. Jehu said, ‘Call an assembly in honour of Baal.’ So they 

proclaimed it. Then he sent word throughout Israel, and all the servants of Baal came; not one stayed away. They 
crowded into the temple of Baal until it was full from one end to the other. And Jehu said to the keeper of the 

wardrobe, ‘Bring robes for all the servants of Baal.’ So he brought out robes for them. Then Jehu and Jehonadab son 
of Rekab went into the temple of Baal. Jehu said to the servants of Baal, ‘Look around and see that no one who serves 

the LORD is here with you—only servants of Baal.’ So they went in to make sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now 
Jehu had posted eighty men outside with this warning: ‘If one of you lets any of the men I am placing in your hands 

escape, it will be your life for his life.’ As soon as Jehu had finished making the burnt offering, he ordered the guards 
and officers: ‘Go in and kill them; let no one escape.’ So they cut them down with the sword. The guards and officers 
threw the bodies out and then entered the inner shrine of the temple of Baal. They brought the sacred stone out of the 
temple of Baal and burned it. They demolished the sacred stone of Baal and tore down the temple of Baal, and people 

have used it for a latrine to this day. So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel.’ 2 Kings 10:18-28 

Jehu calls for all the prophets of Baal to be brought to him. If he wanted to completely get rid of Baal worship, he 

needs to kill the religious leaders, Baal’s prophets from the land. Jehu comes up with a plan to get them all together in 

one place, and when they come together, he commands that they be killed. 

We shouldn’t underestimate how popular Baal worship was, it totally ruled people’s lives, Hoses 1:1-9. Notice that 

he didn’t just kill the false prophets, he destroyed the temple of Baal, he totally destroyed it to such an extent that he 

left no trace of Baal worship in Palestine. 

‘However, he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit—the 
worship of the golden calves at Bethel and Dan. The LORD said to Jehu, ‘Because you have done well in 

accomplishing what is right in my eyes and have done to the house of Ahab all I had in mind to do, your descendants 
will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.’ Yet Jehu was not careful to keep the law of the LORD, the 

God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to 
commit.’ 2 Kings 10:29-31 

After murdering all the descendants of Ahab and Jezebel, and after killing all the false prophets of Baal and 

destroying the temple, Jehu didn’t turn away from the sins of Jeroboam. 

It’s here we get a glimpse into Jehu’s real motives for doing what he had earlier done. Yes, he was fulfilling God’s 

judgment upon Ahab and Jezebel, but he was also fulfilling his own evil desire to remove anyone who would threaten 

his reign as king. 

Jehu didn’t turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, and he wasn’t careful to keep God’s laws. He continued in the sins 

of Jeroboam, that is, he left the golden calves at Bethel and Dan, 1 Kings 12:25-33. 

These two altars came to symbolise the division between the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom 

of Judah. As long as they remained in place the two kingdoms would never come together as one United Kingdom. 

‘In those days the LORD began to reduce the size of Israel. Hazael overpowered the Israelites throughout their 
territory east of the Jordan in all the land of Gilead (the region of Gad, Reuben and Manasseh), from Aroer by the 
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Arnon Gorge through Gilead to Bashan. As for the other events of Jehu’s reign, all he did, and all his achievements, 
are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? Jehu rested with his ancestors and was buried in 

Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son succeeded him as king. The time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-
eight years.’ 2 Kings 10:32-36 

Notice it was during this time that the Lord began to reduce the size of Israel. While Jehu was busy securing his reign 

in central Palestine, Hazael, king of Aram, started to bring the northern portions of Israel under Aramean control. 

God allowed this to happen simply because the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah wouldn’t come together as one to 

be ruled by God. God allowed them to come under the subjection of the Arameans and he allowed them to go into 

captivity. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘It was the loss of all the Trans-Jordanic kingdom of Israel, and also the cutting off of their dominion over Bashan in 

the land of Edom. The territory lost included that originally settled by the half-tribe of Manasseh and by the tribes of 

Gad and Reuben, Joshua 22:1-9. With the continued worship of their idols at Dan and Bethel and also Samaria, the 

total ruin of the Northern Israel became inevitable. Their doom, destruction and captivity, from which they would 

never return, loomed upon the horizon of the future and in 722 B.C., the fall of Samaria signalled the end of the sinful 

kingdom.’ 

Jehu reigned over Israel for twenty-eight years and when he died, his Jehoahaz takes over as king of Israel. 

CHAPTER 11 

‘When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the whole royal family. 
But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away 
from among the royal princes, who were about to be murdered. She put him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide him 

from Athaliah; so he was not killed. He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while 
Athaliah ruled the land.’ 2 Kings 11:1-3 

ATHALIAH AND JOASH 

Although the text says that ‘Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah’, we must remember that sometimes daughters were 

called ‘mother’. Here we find that Athaliah was actually the daughter of Ahab, 2 Kings 8:18 / 2 Kings 8:26. She 

reigned as queen of Judah in the south from 853 to 841 B.C. 

It appears that because she was Ahab’s daughter, her husband Jehoram didn’t get involved with Jehu, when he was 

killing the descendants of Ahab, 2 Chronicles 22:10-23:21. 

To make sure Athaliah remained in power, she killed all the sons of Jeroham, not the sons of Athaliah. The royal seed 

would include the descendants of Jehoshaphat of the Davidic line. Whilst she killed all the sons of Jeroham, 

Jehosheba, who was Jehoiada’s wife and Joash’s aunt, 2 Chronicles 22:11, took Joash away from Athaliah and hid 

him. 

This is clearly God working through Jehosheba, as He was preserving the seedline of David, God had promised that 

through David One would come to sit on his throne, 2 Samuel 7:13. 

‘In the seventh year Jehoiada sent for the commanders of units of a hundred, the Carites and the guards and had them 
brought to him at the temple of the LORD. He made a covenant with them and put them under oath at the temple of 
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the LORD. Then he showed them the king’s son. He commanded them, saying, ‘This is what you are to do: You who 
are in the three companies that are going on duty on the Sabbath—a third of you guarding the royal palace, a third at 
the Sur Gate, and a third at the gate behind the guard, who take turns guarding the temple—and you who are in the 
other two companies that normally go off Sabbath duty are all to guard the temple for the king. Station yourselves 
around the king, each of you with weapon in hand. Anyone who approaches your ranks is to be put to death. Stay 
close to the king wherever he goes.’ The commanders of units of a hundred did just as Jehoiada the priest ordered. 
Each one took his men—those who were going on duty on the Sabbath and those who were going off duty—and 

came to Jehoiada the priest. Then he gave the commanders the spears and shields that had belonged to King David 
and that were in the temple of the LORD. The guards, each with weapon in hand, stationed themselves around the 
king—near the altar and the temple, from the south side to the north side of the temple. Jehoiada brought out the 

king’s son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the covenant and proclaimed him king. They 
anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted, ‘Long live the king!’ 2 Kings 11:4-12 

The Carites were also known as the Kerethites, 1 Kings 1:38, they were basically soldiers who were employed by 

kings as their protectors. They were Philistine soldiers who were very loyal to David and David’s dynasty, 2 Samuel 

15:18 / 1 Samuel 30:14 / Ezekiel 25:16 / Zephaniah 2:5. 

Jehoiada comes up with a great plan on how he can overthrow Athaliah. He hid Joash until he was older and he goes 

on to secure the loyalty of the commanders and the palace guard by making a covenant with them. He plans to 

overthrow the Baal worship which Athaliah was involved with, because of this he was easily able to secure the 

loyalty of the priests of Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles 23:4. 

The priests wouldn’t normally have had weapons, but the text tells us that the weapons had been stored in the 

tabernacle by David, and later placed in the temple by Solomon. 

When the day came for the anointing of Joash as king, he was anointed by the High Priest and an official 

announcement was made with the approval of the people and so, Joash was now made king at the time seven years 

old. 

‘When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people, she went to the people at the temple of the 
LORD. She looked and there was the king, standing by the pillar, as the custom was. The officers and the trumpeters 

were beside the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her 
robes and called out, ‘Treason! Treason!’ Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders of units of a hundred, who 

were in charge of the troops: ‘Bring her out between the ranks and put to the sword anyone who follows her.’ For the 
priest had said, ‘She must not be put to death in the temple of the LORD.’ So they seized her as she reached the place 

where the horses enter the palace grounds, and there she was put to death.’ 2 Kings 11:13-16 

When queen Athaliah heard the noise, she knew what was happening but wasn’t very happy, she tore her robes and 

cried out ‘treason, treason’. It’s clear that she was caught totally off guard and as a result, everything she did to try 

and stop Jehoiada from establishing the kingship of Joash was useless. 

In order to keep the temple from becoming desecrated, she is taken outside the temple and killed. Athaliah was very 

much like her parents, Ahab and Jezebel, she was a murderer and promoted idolatry, Ezekiel 18:4. 

‘Jehoiada then made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people that they would be the LORD’s people. 
He also made a covenant between the king and the people. All the people of the land went to the temple of Baal and 
tore it down. They smashed the altars and idols to pieces and killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altars. 

Then Jehoiada the priest posted guards at the temple of the LORD. He took with him the commanders of hundreds, 
the Carites, the guards and all the people of the land, and together they brought the king down from the temple of the 
LORD and went into the palace, entering by way of the gate of the guards. The king then took his place on the royal 
throne. All the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was calm, because Athaliah had been slain with the sword at 

the palace. Joash was seven years old when he began to reign.’ 2 Kings 11:17-21 

The covenant that Jehoiada made with the Lord, the king and the people, was simply a renewal of that covenant 

which the Lord had made with Israel through Moses, Exodus 34:1-27. 
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Even though Solomon had built a temple to God, it appears that Baal became so popular that the people demanded 

that temples be built in order to worship Baal. Here the people went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. 

Joash was now king at the age of seven, however, he was under the wise guidance of Jehoiada and he was a good 

ruler as long as Jehoiada lived. 

CHAPTER 12 

‘In the seventh year of Jehu, Joash became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem forty years. His mother’s name was 
Zibiah; she was from Beersheba. Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years Jehoiada the priest 

instructed him. The high places, however, were not removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn 
incense there.’ 2 Kings 12:1-3 

Some translations use the name Jehoash, but this is simply a variation of the name Joash. Because Joash was only 

seven years old when he began to reign, 2 Kings 11:21, he heavily relied on the wise guidance of Jehoiada, who was 

high priest at the time, 2 Chronicles 24:1-14. 

It appears in the early years of Joash’s reign, he stayed in Jerusalem and as a result, Judah didn’t remove all the high 

places and so, the people continued to sacrifice and burn incense in idolatrous worship, outside of Jerusalem, 2 

Chronicles 24:15-27. 

‘Joash said to the priests, ‘Collect all the money that is brought as sacred offerings to the temple of the LORD—the 
money collected in the census, the money received from personal vows and the money brought voluntarily to the 

temple. Let every priest receive the money from one of the treasurers, then use it to repair whatever damage is found 
in the temple.’ But by the twenty-third year of King Joash the priests still had not repaired the temple. Therefore King 

Joash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and asked them, ‘Why aren’t you repairing the damage 
done to the temple? Take no more money from your treasurers, but hand it over for repairing the temple.’ The priests 

agreed that they would not collect any more money from the people and that they would not repair the temple 
themselves.’ 2 Kings 12:4-8 

When queen Athaliah reigned, she was so obsessed with Baal worship and the upkeep of the temples of Baal, that its 

clear that God’s temple had been totally neglected. She had no respect for God or His temple because she removed 

some items from God’s temple and placed them in the temple of Baal, 2 Chronicles 24:7. 

Because she neglected God’s temple, it was now in need of some serious repair, which was going to cost a lot of 

money. The collection was to be made throughout Judah, with each of the priests and Levites collecting the temple 

tax in his own region, 2 Chronicles 24:5. 

This money was sourced in three ways. 

1. The half-shekel required by the Law, Exodus 30:13. 

2. The money paid by those who had devoted themselves or made vows, a variable sum depending on age, sex, and 

property, Leviticus 27:2-8 / Numbers 18:15-16. 

3. The money offered in the way of free-will offerings. 

They tried to raise enough funds to repair the temple but sadly the priests failed to raise enough money, Malachi 2:1-

2. 

‘Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid. He placed it beside the altar, on the right side as one enters 
the temple of the LORD. The priests who guarded the entrance put into the chest all the money that was brought to 

the temple of the LORD. Whenever they saw that there was a large amount of money in the chest, the royal secretary 
and the high priest came, counted the money that had been brought into the temple of the LORD and put it into bags. 

When the amount had been determined, they gave the money to the men appointed to supervise the work on the 
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temple. With it they paid those who worked on the temple of the LORD—the carpenters and builders, the masons and 
stonecutters. They purchased timber and blocks of dressed stone for the repair of the temple of the LORD and met all 
the other expenses of restoring the temple. The money brought into the temple was not spent for making silver basins, 

wick trimmers, sprinkling bowls, trumpets or any other articles of gold or silver for the temple of the LORD; it was 
paid to the workers, who used it to repair the temple. They did not require an accounting from those to whom they 
gave the money to pay the workers, because they acted with complete honesty. The money from the guilt offerings 

and sin offerings was not brought into the temple of the LORD; it belonged to the priests.’ 2 Kings 12:9-16 

We mustn’t underestimate Jehoiada in regards to his respect for God and His ways. God blessed this man with 130 

years of life, which was way beyond the average living age for this time period, 2 Chronicles 24:14. He was so highly 

regarded, that he was buried with the kings in Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles 24:16. 

Notice that Jehoiada took a chest and bored a hole in the lid of it, this is the first mention of a collection box in the 

Scriptures, Mark 12:42. A real effort was made by Jehoiada to try and increase the freewill offerings, and so when the 

people came and saw that the temple was in need of repair due to a lack of funds, they cheerfully put their freewill 

offerings into the chest. 

The workers pointed out the repairs which were needed to the people and the people responded by giving their money 

towards the cost of those repairs. I believe people will often freely give more when they can see where their freewill 

offering is going, 2 Corinthians 9:7. 

Notice that ‘the money brought into the temple was not spent for making silver basins, wick trimmers, sprinkling 

bowls, trumpets or any other articles of gold or silver for the temple of the LORD.’ 

This statement refers to the time when the repairs were being made to the temple, but 2 Chronicles 24:14 tells us it 

refers to the time when all the repairs were finished, and then these articles for the temple were made. 

Notice that the guilt offerings, and sin offerings, Leviticus 5:15-18 / Numbers 5:8 / Leviticus 6:26-29, weren’t taken 

into the temple, that is this money wasn’t to be placed into the chest for the repair work. The money belonged to the 

priests, it was given to them for their private use and maintenance, Numbers 5:10. 

‘About this time Hazael king of Aram went up and attacked Gath and captured it. Then he turned to attack Jerusalem. 
But Joash king of Judah took all the sacred objects dedicated by his predecessors—Jehoshaphat, Jehoram and 

Ahaziah, the kings of Judah—and the gifts he himself had dedicated and all the gold found in the treasuries of the 
temple of the LORD and of the royal palace, and he sent them to Hazael king of Aram, who then withdrew from 

Jerusalem. As for the other events of the reign of Joash, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals 
of the kings of Judah? His officials conspired against him and assassinated him at Beth Millo, on the road down to 

Silla. The officials who murdered him were Jozabad son of Shimeath and Jehozabad son of Shomer. He died and was 
buried with his ancestors in the City of David. And Amaziah his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 12:17-21 

We’re not told if Joash was making continuous payments to Hazael, but because Hazael, king of Aram had become 

such a great threat to Jerusalem, Joash took the treasures of the temple and royal palace and gave them to Hazael as 

tribute, 2 Chronicles 24:23-24. 

Notice that Joash’s officials conspired against him, it appears that after the death of Jehoiada, Joash may have begun 

to get involved in idol worship, 2 Chronicles 24:15-22. 

Barnes, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘A conspiracy. Compare the marginal reference Joash, either from a suspicion of intended treason, or from some 

other unknown cause, took up his abode in the fortress of Millo, 1 Kings 9:24. This conspiracy was connected with 

religion. Soon after the death of Jehoiada, Joash had apostatised, had renewed the worship of Baal, and, despite of 

many prophetic warnings, had persisted in his evil courses, even commanding Zechariah to be slain when he rebuked 

them, 2 Chronicles 24:18-27.’ 

‘The conspirators, who wished to avenge Zechariah, no doubt wished also to put down the Baal worship. In this, it 

appears that they succeeded. For, though Amaziah punished the actual murderers after a while, 2 Kings 14:5, yet he 
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appears not to have been a Baal-worshipper. The only idolatries laid to his charge are the maintenance of the high 

places, 2 Kings 14:4, and a worship of the gods of Edom, 2 Chronicles 25:14-20.’ 

After the assassination of Joash, Amaziah his son succeeded him as king. 

CHAPTER 13 

In this chapter we find the focus returning to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Jehoahaz reigned from 814 to 798 B.C. 

When we read 2 Kings 13:1, it tells us that he began his reign in the twenty-third year of Joash in the south, which is 

a total of seventeen years. This also means that he reigned until the thirty-ninth or fortieth year of Joash. 

However, when reading 2 Kings 13:10, the text tells us that he died and his son, Jehoash took over as king of Israel in 

the thirty-seventh year of Joash. This tells us that 2 Kings 13:1, is referring to his join reign in his early years but 2 

Kings 13:10, is referring to the total number of years of his reign. 

Adam Clarke in his commentary says the following concerning the chronology. 

‘The chronology here is thus accounted for; Jehoahaz began his reign at the commencement of the twenty-third year 

of Joash, and reigned seventeen years, fourteen alone, and three years with his son Joash; the fourteenth year was but 

just begun.’ 

JEHOAHAZ KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the twenty-third year of Joash son of Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu became king of Israel in 
Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD by following the sins of Jeroboam son 
of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit, and he did not turn away from them. So the LORD’s anger burned 

against Israel, and for a long time he kept them under the power of Hazael king of Aram and Ben-Hadad his son. 
Then Jehoahaz sought the LORD’s favour, and the LORD listened to him, for he saw how severely the king of Aram 
was oppressing Israel. The LORD provided a deliverer for Israel, and they escaped from the power of Aram. So the 

Israelites lived in their own homes as they had before. But they did not turn away from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to commit; they continued in them. Also, the Asherah pole remained standing 
in Samaria. Nothing had been left of the army of Jehoahaz except fifty horsemen, ten chariots and ten thousand foot 
soldiers, for the king of Aram had destroyed the rest and made them like the dust at threshing time. As for the other 
events of the reign of Jehoahaz, all he did and his achievements, are they not written in the book of the annals of the 

kings of Israel? Jehoahaz rested with his ancestors and was buried in Samaria. And Jehoash his son succeeded him as 
king.’ 2 Kings 13:1-9 

Jehoahaz ‘did evil in the eyes of the Lord’, because he followed the sins of Jeroboam, which is idolatry. He wasn’t 

able to lead Israel, and as a result, he couldn’t fend off Hazael, king of Aram and Ben-Hadad. Jehoahaz sought the 

Lord’s favour and received it in the form of a deliverer. 

It appears that Hazael had taken the cities, and so, Israel now lived in their own homes, probably tents, as they did 

before. Hazael now controlled the cities, while Israel lived in the rural areas. 

Notice that the ‘Asherah pole’ is mentioned as still standing in Samaria, this tells us how pagan Samaria was, this city 

had a golden calf just like Dan and Bethel, Hosea 8:6. 

Hazael totally destroyed the army of Jehoahaz, he was merciless and brutal. He made Israel ‘like the dust at threshing 

time’, which is a metaphor to describe just how merciless and brutal Hazael was, Amos 1:4. 
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The idea being conveyed here is that Hazael made the defeated soldiers lie down, and then Hazael’s army would 

drive iron threshing instruments over them to kill them. 

JEHOASH KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became king of Israel in Samaria, and he 
reigned sixteen years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam 
son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit; he continued in them. As for the other events of the reign of 

Jehoash, all he did and his achievements, including his war against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the 
book of the annals of the kings of Israel? Jehoash rested with his ancestors, and Jeroboam succeeded him on the 

throne. Jehoash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Now Elisha had been suffering from the illness from 
which he died. Jehoash king of Israel went down to see him and wept over him. ‘My father! My father!’ he cried. 
‘The chariots and horsemen of Israel!’ Elisha said, ‘Get a bow and some arrows,’ and he did so. ‘Take the bow in 

your hands,’ he said to the king of Israel. When he had taken it, Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands. ‘Open the 
east window,’ he said, and he opened it. ‘Shoot!’ Elisha said, and he shot. ‘The LORD’s arrow of victory, the arrow 
of victory over Aram!’ Elisha declared. ‘You will completely destroy the Arameans at Aphek.’ Then he said, ‘Take 
the arrows,’ and the king took them. Elisha told him, ‘Strike the ground.’ He struck it three times and stopped. The 

man of God was angry with him and said, ‘You should have struck the ground five or six times; then you would have 
defeated Aram and completely destroyed it. But now you will defeat it only three times.’ 2 Kings 13:10-19 

Adam Clarke in his commentary says the following. 

‘Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, was associated with his father in the government two years before his death. It is this 

association that is spoken of here. He succeeded him two years after, a little before the death of Elisha. Joash reigned 

sixteen years, which include the years he governed conjointly with his father.’ 

Elisha had become seriously ill, and when Jehoash king of Israel went to see him, he wept and called out ‘my father, 

my father’, which shows us the great respect he had for Elisha. Elisha prophecies for the very last time, in this 

prophecy he speaks about Israel’s confrontation with Aram. 

Notice that Elisha asks him to shoot an arrow towards the east, which was symbolic of Israel’s victory over Aphek. 

When Jehoash is asked to strike the ground, the number of numbers he struck the ground with his arrows would 

signify how many times he would strike Aram. Sadly, he didn’t strike the ground more than three times, which meant 

that he wouldn’t be able to completely destroy the threat of Aram. 

This was the last recorded prophecy of Elisha, and as we’re going to read next, it was exactly followed just as he said 

it would be. 

‘Elisha died and was buried. Now Moabite raiders used to enter the country every spring. Once while some Israelites 
were burying a man, suddenly they saw a band of raiders; so they threw the man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the 

body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came to life and stood up on his feet. Hazael king of Aram oppressed Israel 
throughout the reign of Jehoahaz. But the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion and showed concern for 
them because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To this day he has been unwilling to destroy them or 

banish them from his presence. Hazael king of Aram died, and Ben-Hadad his son succeeded him as king. Then 
Jehoash son of Jehoahaz recaptured from Ben-Hadad son of Hazael the towns he had taken in battle from his father 

Jehoahaz. Three times Jehoash defeated him, and so he recovered the Israelite towns.’ 2 Kings 13:20-25 

After the death and burial of Elisha, the Moabites would come and raid the country’s farms for food. The Israelites 

were burying a man, but when they saw the Moabite raiders, they threw the man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the 

man’s body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came back to life. 
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The reason for this miracle, was possibly to reassure Jehoash, that God was going to bring about the fulfilment of 

Elisha’s last prophecy, concerning victory over Aram. 

Because of God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Lord was gracious and spared Israel at this time in 

their apostasy. It’s important to note that they weren’t spared because of anything they had done; they were spared 

because of God’s promise to their forefathers. 

We read how Elisha’s last prophecy came into fulfilment as Jehoash has victory over Aram three times. It’s also clear 

that these victories took place after Hazael had died because Israel was able to repossess the cities from Ben-Hadad, 

which Hazael had earlier taken, 2 Kings 13:5. The Ben-Hadad mentioned here would be Ben-Hadad III, the son of 

Hazael. 

CHAPTER 14 

‘In the second year of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel, Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah began to reign. He 
was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother’s name 
was Jehoaddan; she was from Jerusalem. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not as his father David 
had done. In everything he followed the example of his father Joash. The high places, however, were not removed; 

the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there.’ 2 Kings 14:1-4 

Amaziah became king of Judah and reigned from 796 B.C. to 767 B.C. Notice that ‘he did what was right in the eyes 

of the Lord, but not as his father David’. 

The text doesn’t tell us what he did right, but it’s possible that he didn’t promote the worship of Baal and lead God’s 

people away from Him. It is clear though that he didn’t serve God with all his heart, because he didn’t remove the 

high places of worship, 2 Chronicles 25:1-13. 

He also followed the example of his father, Joash, which according to 2 Chronicles 25:14-28, involved him bringing 

back the pagan gods of Edom to worship them. 

‘After the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, he executed the officials who had murdered his father the king. Yet he 
did not put the children of the assassins to death, in accordance with what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses 
where the LORD commanded: ‘Parents are not to be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their 

parents; each will die for their own sin.’ He was the one who defeated ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt 
and captured Sela in battle, calling it Joktheel, the name it has to this day.’ 2 Kings 14:5-7 

After taking full control of the kingdom, Amaziah killed the officials who killed his father, but he didn’t kill the 

children, Deuteronomy 24:16. The writer tells us who wrote the Book of the Law, that is the first five books of the 

Bible, it was Moses, 1 Kings 2:3. 

Amaziah went to war and captured Sela, 2 Chronicles 25:11-13. Sela was the capital city of Edom, Isaiah 16:1, which 

today is referred to as Petra, Obadiah 1-4. As a result of Amaziah taking Sela, Edom now belonged to Judah. 

‘Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, with the challenge: 
‘Come, let us face each other in battle.’ But Jehoash king of Israel replied to Amaziah king of Judah: ‘A thistle in 
Lebanon sent a message to a cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give your daughter to my son in marriage.’ Then a wild beast in 

Lebanon came along and trampled the thistle underfoot. You have indeed defeated Edom and now you are arrogant. 
Glory in your victory but stay at home! Why ask for trouble and cause your own downfall and that of Judah also?’ 
Amaziah, however, would not listen, so Jehoash king of Israel attacked. He and Amaziah king of Judah faced each 
other at Beth Shemesh in Judah. Judah was routed by Israel, and every man fled to his home. Jehoash king of Israel 

captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh. Then Jehoash went to 
Jerusalem and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate—a section about four 
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hundred cubits long. He took all the gold and silver and all the articles found in the temple of the LORD and in the 
treasuries of the royal palace. He also took hostages and returned to Samaria. As for the other events of the reign of 
Jehoash, what he did and his achievements, including his war against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in 
the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? Jehoash rested with his ancestors and was buried in Samaria with the 

kings of Israel. And Jeroboam his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 14:8-16 

Amaziah, king of Judah, sends messengers to Jehoash, king of Israel asking for a face to face battle. When Amaziah 

was preparing to invade Edom, he paid a hundred talents in silver to hire some soldiers from the tribe of Ephraim. 

Upon the advice of a prophet, he sent them back home, which dismissal they took as an insult, and during his 

campaign, in Edom, they raided cities in Judah. In the meantime, Amaziah’s victory convinced him that he could 

reunite Israel under the Davidic dynasty, 2 Chronicles 25:1-13 / 2 Chronicles 25:17-26:2. 

Adam Clarke says the following in his commentary about the parable. 

‘The thistle’ that was in Lebanon, Amaziah, king of Judah, sent to ‘the cedar’ that was in Lebanon, Jehoash, king of 

Israel, saying, ‘Give thy daughter’, a part of thy kingdom, ‘to my son to wife’, to be united to, and possessed by the 

kings of Judah. And there passed by a ‘wild beast’, Jehoash and his enraged army, and ‘trod down the thistle’, utterly 

discomfited Amaziah and his troops, ‘pillaged the temple, and broke down the walls of Jerusalem’, 2 Kings 14:12-

14.’ 

‘Probably Amaziah had required certain cities of Israel to be given up to Judah, if so, this accounts for that part of the 

parable, ‘Give thy daughter to my son to wife’. 

The parable was given to Amaziah so that he would back down from his threat but it appears that Amaziah was 

overconfident, probably because he just defeated the Edomites. Amaziah refused to listen and so Jehoash defeated 

Amaziah’s army and chased them all the way to Jerusalem. Jehoash then goes on to plunder the treasury of the royal 

palace and the temple. 

The two kingdoms of Israel and Judah were now beyond the point of reconciliation, and because Israel was now at 

war within itself, they became easy targets for the Assyrians. The Northern Kingdom of Israel were soon to go into 

captivity in Assyria because of their apostasy. 

‘Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah lived for fifteen years after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel. 
As for the other events of Amaziah’s reign, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? They 

conspired against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish, but they sent men after him to Lachish and killed him 
there. He was brought back by horse and was buried in Jerusalem with his ancestors, in the City of David. Then all 
the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. He 

was the one who rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah after Amaziah rested with his ancestors.’ 2 Kings 14:17-22 

Because Amaziah was defeated by Jehoash, and because the royal treasury and temple had been plumaged, it’s no 

wonder that Amaziah had become very unpopular. The last fifteen years of his life were filled with trouble and 

distress. 

Here we read about a conspiracy but we’re not told the reason behind it. However, 2 Chronicles 25:27 tells us that 

many in Judah were still trying to be faithful to the Lord, this may have been the centre of the conspiracy. It was 

Amaziah’s apostasy from the Lord in bringing in those pagan deities from Edom, 2 Chronicles 25:14-28, that caused 

the opposition to take his life. 

JEROBOAM II KING OF ISRAEL 
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‘In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in 
Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the 

sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. He was the one who restored the boundaries of 
Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea, in accordance with the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, spoken 

through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher. The LORD had seen how bitterly everyone 
in Israel, whether slave or free, was suffering; there was no one to help them. And since the LORD had not said he 

would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam son of Jehoash. As for 
the other events of Jeroboam’s reign, all he did, and his military achievements, including how he recovered for Israel 
both Damascus and Hamath, which had belonged to Judah, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings 

of Israel? Jeroboam rested with his ancestors, the kings of Israel. And Zechariah his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 
Kings 14:23-29 

Jeroboam II reigned in the Northern Kingdom of Israel from 782 to 753 B.C. and because he was a wise leader and a 

great administrator, he took the Northern Kingdom of Israel to its peak in terms of power and prosperity. As a leader, 

he reclaimed a lot of land which was earlier taken by the Arameans. 

Sadly, he did evil in the eyes of the Lord and turn didn’t away from the sins of Jeroboam I. In other words, he 

maintained the division between the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom, by promoting loyalty to the altars 

at Bethel and Dan, 1 Kings 12:25-30. 

There’s no doubt that the prophet Jonah mentioned here is the same prophet who wrote the Book of Jonah, Jonah 1:1. 

Notice that God ‘saved them by the hand of Jeroboam’, in other words, God saved Israel from total destruction 

through the leadership of Jeroboam II, and in doing so, He fulfilled the prophecy of 2 Kings 13:5. 

There is a sense in which Jeroboam was Israel’s last chance to get back to being right with God and repent of their 

idolatry. Zechariah who succeeded Jeroboam was a weak ruler, and with this, Israel began to deteriorate, this 

deterioration would eventually lead to their destruction, some thirty years after Jeroboam died. 

CHAPTER 15 

‘In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah began to reign. He was 
sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. His mother’s name was 

Jekoliah; she was from Jerusalem. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Amaziah had 
done. The high places, however, were not removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there. 
The LORD afflicted the king with leprosy until the day he died, and he lived in a separate house. Jotham the king’s 
son had charge of the palace and governed the people of the land. As for the other events of Azariah’s reign, and all 

he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? Azariah rested with his ancestors and was 
buried near them in the City of David. And Jotham his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 15:1-7 

AZARIAH KING OF JUDAH 

Azariah began to reign in the Southern Kingdom of Judah from 767 B.C. to 740 B.C., 2 Chronicles 26:1-23. Please 

note that he is also referred to as Uzziah, 2 Chronicles 26:3-4 / 2 Chronicles 26:21-23 / Isaiah 1:1 / Isaiah 6:1. 

Some commentators suggest that Azariah was his throne name, and Uzziah was his adopted name. We do know that 

the name Azariah means the Lord helps, and the name Uzziah means the Lord strengthens. 

Back in 2 Kings 14:22, the writer tells us that Azariah rebuilt Elath which was Solomon’s port city on the shore of the 

Red Sea, 1 Kings 9:26. We also know that Azariah led Israel with a strong army, 2 Chronicles 26:6-15. 
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He did what was right in God’s eyes, however, he didn’t remove the high places. These high places had become very 

important both socially and religiously for the Northern and Southern kingdoms. They were places where sacrifices 

were made and offerings were made to the false gods. 

In effect, these high places took God’s people away from God, hence why both kingdoms fell into idolatry over and 

over again. Yes, the temples of Baal were destroyed but these high places remained. 

God struck Azariah with leprosy because he wasn’t a priest and he wasn’t authorised to burn incense in the temple, 2 

Chronicles 26:16-23 / 1 Samuel 13:13. 

Notice that he lived in a separate house, this was common practice for those who had leprosy, Leviticus 13:45-46. 

Because God struck him with leprosy, Jotham, his son, administrated both his house and the nation in his later years. 

According to 2 Chronicles 26:23, we learn that Azariah wasn’t buried with his ancestors but near them, this too was 

common practice for those who had leprosy as they were classed as unclean. When Azariah died, Jotham became the 

king of Judah. 

ZECHARIAH KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king of Israel in Samaria, and 
he reigned six months. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as his predecessors had done. He did not turn away from 

the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against 
Zechariah. He attacked him in front of the people, assassinated him and succeeded him as king. The other events of 
Zechariah’s reign are written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel. So the word of the LORD spoken to 
Jehu was fulfilled: ‘Your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.’ 2 Kings 15:8-12 

Zechariah now becomes the king of Israel; however, his reign was short-lived. In a sense, this is where the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel was about to come to an end. After six months as king, Zechariah was assassinated by Shallum. 

Coffman says the following in his commentary. 

‘The most important thing about this man was the fact of his terminating the dynasty of Jehu as related in 2 Kings 

15:12. This, of course, had been prophesied by the Lord in 2 Kings 10:30. His violent overthrow also fulfilled the 

prophecy given by Hosea in which God promised that ‘I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of 

Jehu’. Hosea 1:4.’ 

SHALLUM KING OF ISRAEL 

‘Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned in Samaria one 
month. Then Menahem son of Gadi went from Tirzah up to Samaria. He attacked Shallum son of Jabesh in Samaria, 

assassinated him and succeeded him as king. The other events of Shallum’s reign, and the conspiracy he led, are 
written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel. At that time Menahem, starting out from Tirzah, attacked 

Tiphsah and everyone in the city and its vicinity, because they refused to open their gates. He sacked Tiphsah and 
ripped open all the pregnant women.’ 2 Kings 15:13-16 

After the assassination of Zechariah by Shallum a conspiracy broke out, and as a result of this conspiracy, the 

leadership in the Northern Kingdom began to decline. Menahem went from Tizrah to Samaria, Tirzah once served as 

the capital of the Northern Kingdom during the reign of Jeroboam I, 1 Kings 14:17. 

Adam Clarke in his commentary says the following. 
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‘Menahem is supposed to have been one of Zachariah’s generals. Hearing of the death of his master, when he was 

with the troops at Tirzah, he hastened to Samaria, slew the murderer, and had himself proclaimed in his stead. But, as 

the people of Tiphsah did not open their gates to him, he took the place by assault; and as the text tells us, practised 

the most cruel barbarities, even ripping up the women that were with child!’ 

MENAHEM KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem son of Gadi became king of Israel, and he reigned in 
Samaria ten years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD. During his entire reign he did not turn away from the sins of 

Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. Then Pul king of Assyria invaded the land, and 
Menahem gave him a thousand talents of silver to gain his support and strengthen his own hold on the kingdom. 

Menahem exacted this money from Israel. Every wealthy person had to contribute fifty shekels of silver to be given 
to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria withdrew and stayed in the land no longer. As for the other events of 

Menahem’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? Menahem rested 
with his ancestors. And Pekahiah his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 15:17-22 

Menahem reigned from 752 B.C. to 742 B.C., and there’s no doubt that Menahem was a harsh military leader, who 

assassinated Shallum. During his reign, the Assyrians, under the leadership of Shalmaneser, 858 B.C. to 824 B.C. and 

Adadnirari, 805 B.C. to 782 B.C., were expanding the Assyrian Empire to the west and south. 

Coffman in his commentary says the following. 

‘The two things of importance in Menahem’s reign are, 

1. His brutal atrocity against the pregnant women of Tiphsah, And, 

2. His becoming tributary to Tiglath-Pileser. In this latter event, there appeared before the gates of Israel the great 

Assyrian power that would soon destroy Northern Israel forever.’ 

Such savage cruelty was typical of those days of the Assyrian terror. It was expected of Hazael, 2 Kings 8:12, 

perpetrated against Israel by Ammon, Amos 1:13, and was to be part of Israel’s final tragedy, Hosea 14:1. 

Pul is the Babylonian name for the Assyrian king, Tiglath-Pileser. Menahem knew that he couldn’t win a war against 

the Assyrians and so he made the rich in Israel pay heavy taxes in order to pay tribute to Assyria. 

PEKAHIAH KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah son of Menahem became king of Israel in Samaria, and he 
reigned two years. Pekahiah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of 

Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. One of his chief officers, Pekah son of Remaliah, conspired against 
him. Taking fifty men of Gilead with him, he assassinated Pekahiah, along with Argob and Arieh, in the citadel of the 
royal palace at Samaria. So Pekah killed Pekahiah and succeeded him as king. The other events of Pekahiah’s reign, 

and all he did, are written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel.’ 2 Kings 15:23-26 

Menahem’s son, Pekahiah reigned for two years in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, from 742 B.C. to 740 B.C. It 

appears that the rich who were having to pay the high taxes, 2 Kings 15:20, rebelled against Menahem. No one knows 

who Argob and Arieh are, some people believe they are men, whilst others believe they were statues. 
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Pekah one of Menahem’s commanders helped in a rebellion against Pekahiah, he had fifty Gileadites in the 

conspiracy with him and murdered Pekahiah in the process. Pekah now becomes king and he reigned from 740 B.C. 

to 732 B.C. 

PEKAH KING OF ISRAEL 

‘In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he 
reigned twenty years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. In the time of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria 
came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maakah, Janoah, Kedesh and Hazor. He took Gilead and Galilee, including all the 

land of Naphtali, and deported the people to Assyria. Then Hoshea son of Elah conspired against Pekah son of 
Remaliah. He attacked and assassinated him, and then succeeded him as king in the twentieth year of Jotham son of 
Uzziah. As for the other events of Pekah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the 

kings of Israel?’ 2 Kings 15:27-31 

When we read Isaiah 7:1-9 and Isaiah 8:1-8, we read about the plot in which Pekah was ambitious to replace Ahaz 

king of Judah with a puppet who was favourable to Pekah’s plans. The prophet Isaiah frustrated his efforts. 

The Assyrians took captives of conquered peoples as slaves back to their homeland. Here we read that Tiglath-

Pileser, king of Assyria assaulted the northern kingdom, defeated Pekah’s army, and then took Israelites captive back 

to Assyria, 2 Kings 17:6. 

Ijon, Abel Beth Maakah, Janoah, Kedesh and Hazor were places which belonged to Israel and were taken by Ben-

Hadad, king of Syria, when he was in league with Asa, king of Judah, 1 Kings 15:20. They were regained by 

Jeroboam II and now they are taken from Israel once more by Tiglath-Pileser. 

Pul and Tiglath-Pileser, kings of Assyria, carried away into captivity the two tribes of Reuben, and Gad, and the half-

tribe of Manasseh, all that belonged to Israel, on the other side of Jordan, 1 Chronicles 5:26. These places were never 

restored to Israel. 

Because of Pekah’s defeat by the Assyrians, Hoshea conspired against him in order to bring Israel under the control 

of Assyria. 

Calmet says the following concerning the chronology in these verses. 

‘Hoshea conspired against Pekah, the twentieth year of the reign of this prince, which was the eighteenth after the 

beginning of the reign of Jotham, king of Judah. Two years after this, that is, the fourth year of Ahaz, and the 

twentieth of Jotham, Hoshea made himself master of a part of the kingdom, according to 2 Kings 15:30. Finally, the 

twelfth year of Ahaz, Hoshea had peaceable possession of the whole kingdom, according to 2 Kings 17:1.’ 

JOTHAM KING OF JUDAH 

‘In the second year of Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah king of Judah began to reign. He 
was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His mother’s name was 
Jerusha daughter of Zadok. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Uzziah had done. The 

high places, however, were not removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there. Jotham 
rebuilt the Upper Gate of the temple of the LORD. As for the other events of Jotham’s reign, and what he did, are 

they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? (In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king 
of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah against Judah.) Jotham rested with his ancestors and was buried with them in the 

City of David, the city of his father. And Ahaz his son succeeded him as king.’ 1 Kings 15:32-38 
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Jotham becomes king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, he reigned together with Uzziah from 740 B.C. to 732 

B.C., 2 Chronicles 27:1-4 / 2 Chronicles 1:7-9. He did what was right in God’s eyes but he didn’t remove the high 

places. 

Notice the text says in brackets, ‘In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of 

Remaliah against Judah’. This is the first intimation of the hostile feelings of the kings of Israel and Syria, toward 

Judah, which led them to form an alliance and make joint preparations for war, 2 Chronicles 27:5. However, war 

wasn’t actually waged until the reign of Ahaz. 

Adam Clarke, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘It was about this time that the Assyrian wars, so ruinous to the Jews, began, but it was in the following reigns that 

they arrived at their highest pitch of disaster to those unfaithful and unfortunate people. However much we may 

blame the Jews for their disobedience and obstinacy, yet we cannot help feeling for them under their severe 

afflictions. Grievously they have sinned, and grievously have they suffered for it.’ 

It’s clear that the Northern Kingdom of Israel failed to humble themselves and failed to seek the Lord and so, what 

we see in this chapter is a simple outline of the final destruction of the sinful kingdom of Israel, Amos 9:8. 

CHAPTER 16 

‘In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. Ahaz was 
twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not 
do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God. He followed the ways of the kings of Israel and even sacrificed 
his son in the fire, engaging in the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 
He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree.’ 2 Kings 

16:1-4 

AHAZ KING OF JUDAH 

Ahaz now becomes king of Judah at the age of twenty and he reigned in Judah from 732 B.C. to 716 B.C. 2 

Chronicles 28:1-27. The writer informs us that he did three things wrong as leader and king of Judah. 

1. He didn’t walk in the way of David, that is a man after God’s own heart, who was obedient to God, Acts 13:22. 

2. He offered his son as a burnt offering to Molech, 1 Kings 11:7 / 2 Kings 3:27, which was condemned by the 

prophets, 2 Kings 23:10 / Psalm 106:38 / Jeremiah 7:31 / Ezekiel 16:21. 

3. He participated in the immoral worship in the high places, although just before he died, he did close the temple hall 

and suspended the temple worship, 2 Chronicles 28:24. 

The kings before him accepted Canaanite worship in the high places, but Ahaz is the first king to actually get 

involved in it. When we compare the words, ‘under every spreading tree’ used here, with the way Jeremiah uses the 

phrase over in Jeremiah 3:6, we quickly learn that this phrase is used metaphorically for prostitution, which gives us 

an insight into the kind of worship Ahaz was involved with. 

‘Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem and 
besieged Ahaz, but they could not overpower him. At that time, Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram by 

driving out the people of Judah. Edomites then moved into Elath and have lived there to this day. Ahaz sent 
messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, ‘I am your servant and vassal. Come up and save me out of the 
hand of the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.’ And Ahaz took the silver and gold found 
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in the temple of the LORD and in the treasuries of the royal palace and sent it as a gift to the king of Assyria. The 

king of Assyria complied by attacking Damascus and capturing it. He deported its inhabitants to Kir and put Rezin to 
death.’ 2 Kings 16:5-9 

Rezin and Pekah weren’t successful in their attack against Jerusalem because of the strong fortifications of the city. 

Although most translations have the word Edomites, some translations use the word Syrians, but it really doesn’t 

make any difference as to how they are described. 

Coffman says the following in his commentary. 

‘2 Kings 16:5 here is practically identical to Isaiah 7:1. In fact, Isaiah probably is the author of a great many passages 

in Kings. From the account, in Isaiah, we learn the reason for this war against Judah. Syria, mentioned first here, was 

the leader of a coalition in which they had also enlisted Pekah with a projected purpose of forming a widespread 

alliance against the rising authority of Assyria. They desperately wanted Judah to join this coalition, and when Ahaz 

refused, Syria and Israel under Pekah decided to replace Ahaz on the throne of Judah with a man of their own choice, 

Ben-Tabeel, Isaiah 7:6.’ 

Cook in his commentary says the following. 

‘A large party in Judah were weary of the house of David, Isaiah 7:13, and were ready to join the coalition. Their 

siege of Jerusalem was for that purpose, but although they inflicted great damage and casualties upon Judah, they 

could not compel the removal of Ahaz.’ 

Notice that Ahaz took the gold and silver he found in the temple, throughout Israel’s history, the stores of wealth in 

Jerusalem were often plundered by foreign kings or used by the kings of Judah to buy the allegiance of foreign 

powers, 1 Kings 14:26 / 1 Kings 15:18 / 2 Kings 12:18. 

Because Tiglath-Pileser killed Rezin, the king of Syria, this meant that the nation of Syria no longer acted as a 

boundary between Syria and Israel. 

Snaith in his commentary says the following. 

‘Rezin of Syria-Damascus and Pekah of Israel tried to bully Ahaz into joining their coalition against their common 

Assyrian overlord. Ahaz called for help from Assyria, buying it with great treasure and was saved from his immediate 

enemies. Damascus was captured, its people deported, and their king Rezin killed. This was the end of Syrian 

Damascus as a power. This destruction of Damascus had been prophesied by Amos, Amos 1:3-5.’ 

Please note that the word translated ‘gift’ in 2 Kings 16:8 is the same word also rendered ‘bribe’. The sad thing 

concerning Ahaz is that he could have easily avoided all of this if he had listened to and taken Isaiah’s advice, Isaiah 

7:4-25. 

‘Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He saw an altar in Damascus and sent to 
Uriah the priest a sketch of the altar, with detailed plans for its construction. So Uriah the priest built an altar in 

accordance with all the plans that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus and finished it before King Ahaz returned. 
When the king came back from Damascus and saw the altar, he approached it and presented offerings on it. He 

offered up his burnt offering and grain offering, poured out his drink offering, and splashed the blood of his 
fellowship offerings against the altar. As for the bronze altar that stood before the LORD, he brought it from the front 

of the temple—from between the new altar and the temple of the LORD—and put it on the north side of the new 
altar. King Ahaz then gave these orders to Uriah the priest: ‘On the large new altar, offer the morning burnt offering 

and the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt offering and his grain offering, and the burnt offering of all the 
people of the land, and their grain offering and their drink offering. Splash against this altar the blood of all the burnt 
offerings and sacrifices. But I will use the bronze altar for seeking guidance.’ And Uriah the priest did just as King 
Ahaz had ordered. King Ahaz cut off the side panels and removed the basins from the movable stands. He removed 
the Sea from the bronze bulls that supported it and set it on a stone base. He took away the Sabbath canopy that had 
been built at the temple and removed the royal entryway outside the temple of the LORD, in deference to the king of 
Assyria. As for the other events of the reign of Ahaz, and what he did, are they not written in the book of the annals 
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of the kings of Judah? Ahaz rested with his ancestors and was buried with them in the City of David. And Hezekiah 

his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 16:10-20 

Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria and he saw a pagan god altar. 

However, he didn’t just like the altar, he went as far as having a copy of it made and placed in the courtyard of the 

temple in Jerusalem. It’s possible that he is now introducing these foreign gods to Israel as a way of showing his 

allegiance to the Assyrians and the Syrians. 

Notice that Uriah the priest built the altar, he is mentioned as a witness in Isaiah 8:2, but make no mistake about it, by 

building this altar, he was demonstrating how evil a priest he really was. He should have refused to build it, just as 

Azariah did when he refused to obey the king, 1 Chronicles 26:17. 

The bronze altar was the original bronze altar found within the temple, Exodus 25:40 / Exodus 26:30 / 1 Chronicles 

28:19. It wasn’t destroyed as some commentators suggest, Jeremiah 52:17-20, but it appears that all of its purposes 

were transferred to the new altar designed after Ahaz’s orders. 

It appears that the original bronze altar now has second place, in the eyes of Ahaz, he moves it to a place where he 

can inquire of the Lord, Ezekiel 21:36. 

After the death of Ahaz, Hezekiah now becomes king of Judah. 

CHAPTER 17 

‘In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine 
years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, but not like the kings of Israel who preceded him. Shalmaneser king of 
Assyria came up to attack Hoshea, who had been Shalmaneser’s vassal and had paid him tribute. But the king of 
Assyria discovered that Hoshea was a traitor, for he had sent envoys to So king of Egypt, and he no longer paid 

tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore Shalmaneser seized him and put him in prison.’ 
2 Kings 17:1-4 

HOSHEA LAST KING OF ISRAEL 

Hoshea is now king of Israel in the north, and he is the last king of Israel, he reigned from 732 B.C. to the time of the 

fall of Samaria in 722/21 B.C. 2 Kings 18:9-12. Although he did evil in God’s eyes, he wasn’t like any of the kings 

who were before him. 

Jeroboam went all out to try and discourage people from going to Jerusalem for the temple sacrifices by building 

alternative altars at Bethel and Dan, 1 Kings 12:25-33. As a result of building these altars, he ultimately caused 

division between God’s people, the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

The kings who followed Jeroboam, continued with this same practise, hence why they are often referred to as 

continuing ‘in the sins of Jeroboam.’ One reason why Hoshea wasn’t like any king before him, was because he 

allowed the people to go to Jerusalem to offer their sacrifices at the temple for the Passover, 2 Chronicles 30:10-27. 

Shalmaneser was the son and successor of Tiglath-Pileser. He is called Shalman by Hosea, Hosea 10:14, and Hoshea 

became his servant and paid tribute to Shalmaneser. 

Some think that Hoshea had refused or neglected to pay tribute to Assyria, and this was the reason for Shalmaneser’s 

invasion and others think that this coming up of the Assyrian king was merely an expedition of conquest, growing out 

of the ambition of the new sovereign, and not from any provocation of Hoshea. 



48 

Because Israel had great confidence in their alliance with So, the king of Egypt, it appears that some people in Israel 

convinced Hoshea to stop paying tribute to Assyria. Sadly their confidence was misplaced because their alliance with 

Egypt failed and Hoshea ended up being a prisoner of the Assyrians. 

‘The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to it for three years. In the ninth 
year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, 

in Gozan on the Habor River and in the towns of the Medes.’ 2 Kings 17:5-6 

Here we read about the tragic end of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, all because they refused to listen to God and 

keep His commandments. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘Samaria was a powerful stronghold, and it is a credit to the builders and defenders of that city that it withstood a 

siege for such a long while. It is evident that Assyria scattered her captives among the provinces and that they were 

not carried to Nineveh, the capital. It was also their policy to place them in small groups so that they would lose their 

identity and mingle with the local populations. It is not certain as to the exact location of the places mentioned here, 

but scholars generally suppose that the captives were placed in northern Mesopotamia.’ 

ISRAEL EXILED BECAUSE OF SIN 

‘All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of 
Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods and followed the practices of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. The 

Israelites secretly did things against the LORD their God that were not right. From watchtower to fortified city they 
built themselves high places in all their towns. They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and 

under every spreading tree. At every high place they burned incense, as the nations whom the LORD had driven out 
before them had done. They did wicked things that aroused the LORD’s anger. They worshiped idols, though the 

LORD had said, ‘You shall not do this.’ The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: ‘Turn 
from your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded your 

ancestors to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets.’ But they would not listen and were as 
stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not trust in the LORD their God. They rejected his decrees and the covenant 

he had made with their ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed worthless idols and 
themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, ‘Do not 
do as they do.’ They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two idols cast in the 

shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they worshiped Baal. They 
sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. They practiced divination and sought omens and sold themselves to do 
evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from 
his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left, and even Judah did not keep the commands of the LORD their God. 

They followed the practices Israel had introduced. Therefore the LORD rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted 
them and gave them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. When he tore Israel away 

from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following 
the LORD and caused them to commit a great sin. The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and did not turn 

away from them until the LORD removed them from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the 
prophets. So the people of Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still there.’ 2 

Kings 17:7-23 

In these verses, we read about the reason why God punished Israel and why they are now going to be taken into 

Assyrian captivity. There are three main reasons given. 

1. Because of their idolatry, Exodus 20:2-3 / 2 Kings 17:9-21. 

2. Because they rejected God’s law, Hosea 2:13 / Hosea 4:13 / Isaiah 65:3. 
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3. They disregarded the warnings from God’s prophets, Isaiah 55:6-7. 

They were offering their children as a sacrifice to their false gods, 2 Kings 16:3. They built high places, as places of 

worship, Jeremiah 32:35, when they should have destroyed them, Numbers 33:52 / Deuteronomy 12:2-3. They built 

two calves, in order to stop people from going to Jerusalem to worship and offer sacrifices at the temple, 1 Kings 

12:25-33. 

They made images of their gods and bowed down to them, 1 Kings 12:28. They bowed down and worshipped the 

starry hosts, 2 Kings 21:3 / Deuteronomy 4:19 / Deuteronomy 17:3 / Acts 7:42. 

As a result of their sin, they were carried away to Assyria. The good news is that Israel learned a really tough lesson 

here because when they finally came out of captivity, they never again committed idolatry. This should have sent a 

clear message to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, that God won’t tolerate sin, but as we know, they never learned 

anything from the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

SAMARIA RESETTLED 

‘The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim and settled them in the 
towns of Samaria to replace the Israelites. They took over Samaria and lived in its towns. When they first lived there, 
they did not worship the LORD; so he sent lions among them and they killed some of the people. It was reported to 

the king of Assyria: ‘The people you deported and resettled in the towns of Samaria do not know what the god of that 
country requires. He has sent lions among them, which are killing them off, because the people do not know what he 
requires.’ Then the king of Assyria gave this order: ‘Have one of the priests you took captive from Samaria go back 
to live there and teach the people what the god of the land requires.’ So one of the priests who had been exiled from 

Samaria came to live in Bethel and taught them how to worship the LORD.’ 2 Kings 17:24-28 

The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Kuthah, Ava, Hamath and Sepharvaim, these are all lands which 

the Assyrians had conquered. 

Notice that they spread them out throughout their entire empire and moved people into the lands they had conquered. 

They did this so that they could mix the cultures and the religious beliefs of the people, which would then reduce the 

threat of any kind of revolt against them. 

The mixing of these people would result in what we now know as the Samaritans. They were basically a cross raced 

people, those who were left behind in Palestine and those who were put together with them by the Assyrians. 

Notice that when they first got there they didn’t worship God, and so God sent lions amongst them. Those who had 

been brought into the land didn’t know God and didn’t fear God and so God allowed the population of lions to 

increase, which meant the land now became a very dangerous place. 

It’s clear that the Assyrians believed that the lion attacks were a punishment from the God of the land, and so the king 

commissions a Levite priest to go to the land to teach the people about the commandments of God and how to 

worship God. This one Levite put faith in the hearts of the Samaritans, which must have remained with them until 

they were freed from their captivity. 

‘Nevertheless, each national group made its own gods in the several towns where they settled and set them up in the 
shrines the people of Samaria had made at the high places. The people from Babylon made Sukkoth Benoth, those 
from Kuthah made Nergal, and those from Hamath made Ashima; the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the 

Sepharvites burned their children in the fire as sacrifices to Adrammelek and Anammelek, the gods of Sepharvaim. 
They worshiped the LORD, but they also appointed all sorts of their own people to officiate for them as priests in the 

shrines at the high places. They worshiped the LORD, but they also served their own gods in accordance with the 
customs of the nations from which they had been brought.’ 2 Kings 17:29-33 
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It appears as if the Levites were encouraging some people to put their faith in God, there were others who were 

promoting idolatry. This is the result of different cultures and religious beliefs coming together in one place. 

The writer then goes on to give us a list of Babylonian gods who were worshipped by these people. 

We don’t know much about the Babylonian god, Succoth-Benoth. Nergal was a male god, who was originally 

associated with the sun and fire, but later he was then made the god of war and hunting, and later still, he was made 

the god of disasters. 

Ashima was the god of the Hamathites and may have been associated with the Asherah. We don’t know a lot about 

the Babylonian gods, Nibhaz and Tartak, although some commentators suggest that Nibhaz originated from Elam and 

that Tartak was a Syrian goddess. Adrammelek was a god associated with the Sumero-Akkadian god, Anu, which 

was associated with human sacrifice. 

These different gods give us an insight into the religious practices of the Babylonians, but instead of allowing God to 

influence their lives, they allowed these man-made images to direct and influence their lives. As a result, the God of 

heaven became like all the other gods, they just mixed their religion to cover all bases, Acts 17:23. 

‘To this day they persist in their former practices. They neither worship the LORD nor adhere to the decrees and 
regulations, the laws and commands that the LORD gave the descendants of Jacob, whom he named Israel. When the 

LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, he commanded them: ‘Do not worship any other gods or bow down to 
them, serve them or sacrifice to them. But the LORD, who brought you up out of Egypt with mighty power and 

outstretched arm, is the one you must worship. To him you shall bow down and to him offer sacrifices. You must 
always be careful to keep the decrees and regulations, the laws and commands he wrote for you. Do not worship 
other gods. Do not forget the covenant I have made with you, and do not worship other gods. Rather, worship the 

LORD your God; it is he who will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies.’ They would not listen, however, 
but persisted in their former practices. Even while these people were worshiping the LORD, they were serving their 

idols. To this day their children and grandchildren continue to do as their ancestors did.’ 2 Kings 17:34-41 

It appears that all attempts by the Levites to teach the Samaritans God’s laws were only partially successful. This is 

understandable, especially when we think that these people who were brought here by the Assyrians to mix, had their 

own religious baggage, baggage which for some was too much to let go of. It’s no wonder people get confused, as 

they hear a mixture of truth and error. 

The good news is that many didn’t listen to the errors being taught, they listened to the Levites but put their faith in 

God. Sadly, some added the God of heaven to their long list of gods and served them all, which their children and 

grandchildren continued to do. 

CHAPTER 18 

‘In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. He was 
twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was 
Abijah daughter of Zechariah. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. He 

removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze 
snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.) 
Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either 

before him or after him. He held fast to the LORD and did not stop following him; he kept the commands the LORD 
had given Moses. And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled against the 
king of Assyria and did not serve him. From watchtower to fortified city, he defeated the Philistines, as far as Gaza 

and its territory.’ 2 Kings 18:1-8 
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HEZEKIAH KING OF JUDAH 

Whilst the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken into captivity, 2 Kings 17:5, Hezekiah now becomes king of the 

Southern Kingdom of Judah at the age of twenty-five. He reigned for twenty-nine years, from 716 B.C. to 687 B.C. 

When we read Isaiah 36-37, we soon discover that we have a parallel account of what we have recorded here in 2 

Kings 18 and 2 Kings 19, it’s almost word for word. 

Hezekiah did what was right in the eyes of God, he trusted God and restored Judah back to God. He also made 

reforms in the cities, but also in the rural areas as he removed the high places of the false gods by destroying them, 2 

Chronicles 31:20-21. 

The bronze snake Moses made, was now called ‘Nehushtan’ which means ‘the bronze thing,’ this tells us that what 

the snake actually signified from Israel’s past had long been forgotten, Numbers 21:8-9 and was being worshipped. 

Whitcomb, in his commentary, gives us a detailed account of exactly what Hezekiah did. 

1. He opened the temple doors which Ahaz had closed, 2 Chronicles 28:24 / 2 Chronicles 29:3. 

2. He ordered the cleansing of the temple, 2 Chronicles 29:4-19. 

3. He offered appropriate sacrifices, 2 Chronicles 29:20-36. 

4. He invited Israelites of every tribe to come to Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles 30:5-12. 

5. He also celebrated a Passover that had to be delayed a month to allow the worshippers to become clean, 2 

Chronicles 30:1-12. 

In doing all these things, he did what the kings before him failed to achieve. No wonder the Lord was with Hezekiah, 

he was committed to serving God and restoring the people of Judah back to God and God was committed to being 

with him. 

Hezekiah rebelled against the king Assyria and refused to serve him. At first, he was probably against Sennacherib, 

but after the death of Sennacherib, his revolt was against Sargon. 

‘In King Hezekiah’s fourth year, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king 
of Assyria marched against Samaria and laid siege to it. At the end of three years the Assyrians took it. So Samaria 

was captured in Hezekiah’s sixth year, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel. The king of Assyria 
deported Israel to Assyria and settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in towns of the Medes. This 

happened because they had not obeyed the LORD their God but had violated his covenant—all that Moses the 
servant of the LORD commanded. They neither listened to the commands nor carried them out.’ 2 Kings 18:9-12 

In these verses, we read again about the downfall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. God’s people refused to be 

faithful to God, they disobeyed His commandments, and created their own laws, they committed idolatry and 

worshipped idols instead of worshipping the God of Israel, 2 Kings 17:3-7 

Some commentators suggest that ‘since Shalmaneser had died before the battle against Samaria was completed, the 

‘king of Assyria’ that is mentioned in verse 11 would be Sargon II. By the time of Assyria’s attack on the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah in verse 13, Sargon had died and Sennacherib was king of Assyria.’ 

‘In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah 
and captured them. So Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the king of Assyria at Lachish: ‘I have done 

wrong. Withdraw from me, and I will pay whatever you demand of me.’ The king of Assyria exacted from Hezekiah 
king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was 

found in the temple of the LORD and in the treasuries of the royal palace. At this time Hezekiah king of Judah 
stripped off the gold with which he had covered the doors and doorposts of the temple of the LORD and gave it to the 

king of Assyria.’ 2 Kings 18:13-16 

Sennacherib in 701 B.C., attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. History tells us when Sargon 

was killed in battle in the land of Tabal, a rebellion started throughout many Mediterranean regions where Assyria 



52 

had formerly conquered several small nations. Hezekiah was one who joined in with this rebellion against the 

Assyrians, 2 Kings 18:7-8. 

At the same time, the Bible tells us that Marduk-Baladan was leading the rise of the Babylonian Empire and 

encouraged other nations to join in with the rebellion, 2 Kings 20:12-19 / Isaiah 39:1-8. It was during this time of 

rebellion that Sennacherib attacked all the cities of Judah. 

When Sennacherib initially defeated Tyre, then the capital cities, except Ashkelon, Ekron and Jerusalem, Hezekiah 

submitted to pay tribute to Assyria. However, Sennacherib eventually defeated Ashkelon and wanted to do the same 

to Ekron. 

The Philistines made an alliance with Shabaka of Egypt, who in turn called for reinforcements from Ethiopia. But 

Sennacherib defeated this coalition of nations at Eltekah, north of Ekron. After his conquest of Eltekah, 

Timnah and Ekron, Sennacherib headed for Jerusalem. Before arriving in Jerusalem, he engaged Lachish, a well-

fortified city that was at the time larger than Jerusalem. 

Notice that Hezekiah paid a large tribute to Sennacherib, this is because he knew he couldn’t stop him, he was way 

too powerful for Judah. Hezekiah took all the treasures out of the temple and even strips the gold overlay from the 

doorposts. 

This was the first invasion of Sennacherib to the land of Judah, but another is soon to follow. 

SENNACHERIB THREATENS JERUSALEM 

‘The king of Assyria sent his supreme commander, his chief officer and his field commander with a large army, from 
Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They came up to Jerusalem and stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, 

on the road to the Washerman’s Field. They called for the king; and Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, 
Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the recorder went out to them.’ 2 Kings 18:17-18 

The K.J.V. uses the words, ‘Tartan’ meaning general, commander of the Assyrian army, Isaiah 20:1. ‘Rabsaris’, 

meaning chief eunuch, or bodyguard, Jeremiah 39:3 / Jeremiah 39:13. ‘Rabshakeh’, meaning the chief cup-bearer, a 

court official often in charge of administrative duties. 

He was apparently the spokesman in charge of negotiations and here his assignment was to order the surrender of 

Jerusalem. It appears that Sennacherib had forgotten his earlier promise to spare the city for that vast tribute. 

It’s important for us to think about the chronology of these verses, otherwise, we may get a little confused. 

Dickson, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘Some have affirmed that there was a period of about twelve years between verses 16 and 17, and thus the narrative 

that follows is the description of a second invasion into Palestine by the Assyrian army. The reason for this 

assumption is that in the first invasion, Hezekiah submitted to Sennacherib and paid tribute, 2 Kings 18:13-16. In the 

context of the communications from 2 Kings 18:17 to 2 Kings 19:37, mention is made of Hezekiah paying tribute. 

During this second confrontation with Sennacherib beginning with verse 17, Isaiah is with Hezekiah, and thus 

Hezekiah is defiant to the proposals made by Sennacherib.’ 

‘The second reason why this was probably a second invasion is in the fact that Tirhakah, 2 Kings 19:9, was an 

Ethiopian. In archaeological discoveries, he was a coregent ruler of Egypt with his brother Shebitko in 690/89. 

Therefore, he could not have been in power to lead Egyptian forces into Palestine as early as 701 B.C. The Egyptian 

army that Sennacherib engaged at Eltekah was not the same army that was led by Tirhakah.’ 
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‘A third reason why this narrative would be considered a second invasion is in the nature of the messages of Isaiah. 

Messages that Isaiah pronounced from around 705 B.C. to 701 B.C. indicate that Isaiah was against Hezekiah’s 

rebellion against Assyria, Isaiah 28:14-22 / Isaiah 30:1-17 / Isaiah 31:1-3. However, other messages indicate that God 

would break the yoke of Assyria, which messages were directed to Judah concerning Assyria’s second 

invasion, Isaiah 10:24-27 / Isaiah 14:24-27 / Isaiah 29:5-8. This was Hezekiah’s message to Sennacherib on this 

occasion, 2 Kings 19:20-34.’ 

‘Add to this the fact that the threat of Sennacherib against Jerusalem was suddenly terminated on this occasion with 

the death of 185,000 of his men. Since after the first invasion, Hezekiah sent tribute to Nineveh, no such tribute 

would have been sent after the sudden death of the army of Sennacherib that is explained in this account. The date for 

this encounter was around 688 B.C.’ 

‘The field commander said to them, ‘Tell Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what 
are you basing this confidence of yours? You say you have the counsel and the might for war—but you speak only 
empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me? Look, I know you are depending on Egypt, 

that splintered reed of a staff, which pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all 
who depend on him. But if you say to me, ‘We are depending on the LORD our God’—isn’t he the one whose high 

places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You must worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem’? ‘Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses—
if you can put riders on them! How can you repulse one officer of the least of my master’s officials, even though you 
are depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen? Furthermore, have I come to attack and destroy this place without 

word from the LORD? The LORD himself told me to march against this country and destroy it.’ 2 Kings 18:19-25 

Here we read of the arrogance of Rabshakeh, the field commander, towards Hezekiah’s alliance with Egypt, which he 

calls ‘that splintered reed of a staff’. In other words, he’s saying that Hezekiah shouldn’t put all their trust in Egypt 

for security. Tirhakah was Pharaoh at this time who was reigning with his brother, 2 Kings 19:9. 

Notice that Rabshakeh tried to discourage Hezekiah from making this alliance by telling him that he was on a mission 

from God, and in a sense he was, but not in the sense he thought, Isaiah 10:5-11. 

However, it wasn’t God’s mission for the Assyrians to take Jerusalem, that mission belonged to the Babylonians. 

Although Rabshakeh was arrogant, Hezekiah, with the help and guidance of Isaiah, Judah stood firm in her revolt 

against the Assyrian Empire. 

‘Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said to the field commander, ‘Please speak to your servants in 
Aramaic, since we understand it. Don’t speak to us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the wall.’ But the 

commander replied, ‘Was it only to your master and you that my master sent me to say these things, and not to the 
people sitting on the wall—who, like you, will have to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine?’ 2 Kings 

18:26-27 

Here we learn that the main two languages during these days were Aramaic and Hebrew. Here we read of a mixture 

of truths and some huge lies, in Rabshakeh’s rant, and the representatives of Hezekiah tried to arrange for the mission 

from Sennacherib to speak in a language the defenders on the walls of the city wouldn’t understand. 

However, this plan was rejected out of hand by Rabshakeh, who then finished his insulting speech, addressing it 

directly to the men on the wall. 

‘Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew, ‘Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! This is 
what the king says: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver you from my hand. Do not let Hezekiah 

persuade you to trust in the LORD when he says, ‘The LORD will surely deliver us; this city will not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria.’ ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace with 
me and come out to me. Then each of you will eat fruit from your own vine and fig tree and drink water from your 
own cistern, until I come and take you to a land like your own—a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and 

vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey. Choose life and not death! ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading 
you when he says, ‘The LORD will deliver us.’ Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of 
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the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? 
Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? Who of all the gods of these countries has been able to save his land from 
me? How then can the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ But the people remained silent and said nothing in 

reply, because the king had commanded, ‘Do not answer him.’ Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, 
Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, and told him what 

the field commander had said.’ 2 Kings 18:28-37 

Rabshakeh appears to be giving the people a choice, they can choose to live in Assyria in captivity or they can pay 

the consequences for rebelling against Sennacherib. Because Sennacherib had conquered many cities including 

Samaria, this would certainly discourage the Israelites from rebelling. 

However, Hezekiah didn’t give in to Sennacherib, he trusted what God had told Isaiah, that Sennacherib wouldn’t 

enter the city, 2 Chronicles 32:9-19. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following concerning Sennacherib’s arguments. 

1. It is foolish to rely on Egypt for help. 

The prophets of God had frequently warned God’s people of such a foolish course, and so this must be understood 

simply as a fact. 

2. This argument was a theological one. 

Hezekiah had indeed taken away the high places and the altars mentioned, and Rabshakeh’s false argument was that 

such must have displeased Jehovah. This, of course, was an outright lie. God was pleased with Hezekiah’s actions. 

3. The third argument, 2 Kings 18:23-24, called attention to the overwhelmingly large army of the Assyrians. 

This was true, but the joker in that argument was that it would take an army of a million just as long to besiege a city 

as it would take an army of one-tenth that size, and the last thing on earth that Sennacherib wanted at that stage of his 

operations was a long siege. 

4. The most astounding argument of all is the fourth. 

Rabshakeh claimed that Jehovah had ordered him to come up and destroy Judah and Jerusalem. This was exactly the 

manoeuvre of Adolph Hitler who employed the Big Lie as one of his weapons. 

5. The fifth argument was such a monumental falsehood that one may well wonder at the stupidity of the man who 

told it. 

‘If you will just surrender, we will provide you free transportation to a beautiful land far away, just like the Garden of 

Eden!’ How stupid was Rabshakeh that he supposed the Jews could have forgotten ‘that free transportation’ provided 

the Northern tribes, who were driven on foot, linked together with long cables fastened in the lips, ears, cheeks or 

noses of their victims into northern Mesopotamia, or how all of them were put to work in fields, factories, or 

brickyards, where they were only slaves, starved, worked, or beaten to death.’ 

‘Those gracious, kind and gentle Assyrians, which Rabshakeh pretended they were, had earned the title of ‘The 

Breakers’ all over the world of that era, and their cruelties and brutalities were the worst mankind ever saw. They 

flayed their victims alive. They impaled them. They starved and beat them unmercifully.’ 

6. Number six was another religious argument. 

None of the gods of all the cities and countries that had fallen into the hand of Sennacherib had ever been able to 

deliver them. Therefore, Jehovah the God of Judah would not be able to deliver them. Rabshakeh himself was due to 

learning something with regard to this argument, as shall be dramatically revealed in 2 Kings 19. 
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Notice that Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn went back to Hezekiah to tell him 

what Rabshakeh said. Although they were deeply discouraged by what Rabshakeh had said, Hezekiah continued to 

trust in God to deliver Judah from the threat of the Assyrians. 

CHAPTER 19 

‘When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the temple of the LORD. He 
sent Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary and the leading priests, all wearing sackcloth, to the 

prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. They told him, ‘This is what Hezekiah says: This day is a day of distress and rebuke and 
disgrace, as when children come to the moment of birth and there is no strength to deliver them. It may be that the 
LORD your God will hear all the words of the field commander, whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to 

ridicule the living God, and that he will rebuke him for the words the LORD your God has heard. Therefore pray for 
the remnant that still survives.’ When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, ‘Tell your 
master, ‘This is what the LORD says: Do not be afraid of what you have heard—those words with which the 

underlings of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Listen! When he hears a certain report, I will make him want 
to return to his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword.’ 2 Kings 19:1-7 

JERUSALEM’S DELIVERANCE FORETOLD 

In his earlier years, Hezekiah had heavily relied on an alliance with Egypt, 2 Kings 18:19-25, even though Isaiah had 

warned him over and over again that he must rely on God to protect Judah, 2 Chronicles 32:9-19. The situation he 

finds himself in here is extreme and so he now turns to Isaiah. 

It appears that the message that Rabshakeh told Eliakim and Shebna not only deeply discouraged them, 2 Kings 

18:28-37, but also deeply discouraged Hezekiah. This is seen in the tearing of his clothes and wearing a sackcloth. 

Notice that Hezekiah refers to the Lord as ‘your God’, he doesn’t say ‘my God’ or ‘our God’, however, we mustn’t 

mistake this as a lack of faith on Hezekiah’s part, it was more of a confession that he hadn’t been as faithful as he 

should have been. 

This is the first mention of Isaiah in Kings, but we do know that Isaiah himself had prophesied even in the days of 

Hezekiah’s father Ahaz, Isaiah 7:10-17, but that ruler had shunned Isaiah’s warnings. Isaiah tells him if they don’t get 

help from God, then Judah would fall into the hands of the Assyrians, Isaiah 37:1-13. 

There are four things the Lord said here. 

1. Do not be afraid and listen. 

2. He would hear a certain report. 

We are not told where he would hear this certain report from or what the certain report was. 

3. He would return to his own land. 

The prophets were telling Hezekiah that God would spare a remnant of His people. Because the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel had already been taken into Assyrian captivity, 2 Kings 17:5-6, the rest of God’s people remained, Judah and 

the tribe of Benjamin, remained in the Southern Kingdom. 

It is clear that Hezekiah believed that Judah was that remnant, however as we know, Judah was going to be taken into 

captivity by the Babylonians. The remnant, therefore, were a few from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin and a few 

from the other tribes which were taken to Assyria. 
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4. In that land he would fall by the sword. 

The result of his hearing this certain report would be his return to his own land, where he would be killed. 

‘When the field commander heard that the king of Assyria had left Lachish, he withdrew and found the king fighting 
against Libnah. Now Sennacherib received a report that Tirhakah, the king of Cush, was marching out to fight against 
him. So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah with this word: ‘Say to Hezekiah king of Judah: Do not let the god you 
depend on deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria.’ Surely you 

have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the countries, destroying them completely. And will you be 
delivered? Did the gods of the nations that were destroyed by my predecessors deliver them—the gods of Gozan, 

Harran, Rezeph and the people of Eden who were in Tel Assar? Where is the king of Hamath or the king of Arpad? 
Where are the kings of Lair, Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah?’ 2 Kings 19:8-13 

Rabshakeh, the Sennacherib’s commander of his army, left Lachish and found Sennacherib fighting against Libnah. 

Tirhakah, the king of Cush, that is Egypt, wanted to come to Hezekiah’s rescue, unfortunately, Sennacherib sent 

another dispatch of soldiers to Hezekiah, saying that Egypt wasn’t going to help them. They must have seen how vast 

an army Sennacherib had with him. 

Sennacherib then offers Hezekiah a choice, those living in Jerusalem could swap living in captivity for death. It 

would have been so easy to surrender to Sennacherib and his army, but Hezekiah stood firm in his faith that God 

would deliver them. 

HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER 

‘Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of the LORD and 
spread it out before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: ‘LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned between 
the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. Give ear, 

LORD, and hear; open your eyes, LORD, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to ridicule the living God. 
‘It is true, LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. They have thrown their gods 
into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by human hands. Now, 
LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone, LORD, are 

God.’ 2 Kings 19:14-19 

After receiving the letter from the messengers, Hezekiah goes to the temple and prays. Notice that God is over all the 

kingdoms of the earth, this tells us that God wasn’t just concerned about Israel as a nation, but all nations throughout 

the earth, Isaiah 37:14-20 / Jonah 1:1-2 / Jonah 4:11 / John 3:16. 

God obviously doesn’t have physical eyes and ears, these are used as metaphors so that we can relate to God in 

human terms, John 4:24. 

Hezekiah knows that the Assyrian gods were not real gods, they were made of wood and stone and made by humans. 

Hezekiah says there is a clear distinction between these man-made gods and the living God of Israel, it was God who 

created Israel and He was working in and through them. 

ISAIAH PROPHESIES SENNACHERIB’S FALL 

‘Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I have heard 
your prayer concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria. This is the word that the LORD has spoken against him: ‘Virgin 

Daughter Zion despises you and mocks you. Daughter Jerusalem tosses her head as you flee. Who is it you have 
ridiculed and blasphemed? Against whom have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the Holy 
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One of Israel! By your messengers you have ridiculed the Lord. And you have said, ‘With my many chariots I have 

ascended the heights of the mountains, the utmost heights of Lebanon. I have cut down its tallest cedars, the choicest 
of its junipers. I have reached its remotest parts, the finest of its forests. I have dug wells in foreign lands and drunk 
the water there. With the soles of my feet I have dried up all the streams of Egypt.’ ‘Have you not heard? Long ago I 
ordained it. In days of old I planned it; now I have brought it to pass, that you have turned fortified cities into piles of 

stone. Their people, drained of power, are dismayed and put to shame. They are like plants in the field, like tender 
green shoots, like grass sprouting on the roof, scorched before it grows up. ‘But I know where you are and when you 
come and go and how you rage against me. Because you rage against me and because your insolence has reached my 

ears, I will put my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will make you return by the way you came.’ 
‘This will be the sign for you, Hezekiah: ‘This year you will eat what grows by itself, and the second year what 

springs from that. But in the third year sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit. Once more a remnant of the 
kingdom of Judah will take root below and bear fruit above. For out of Jerusalem will come a remnant, and out of 
Mount Zion a band of survivors. ‘The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. ‘Therefore this is what the 
LORD says concerning the king of Assyria: ‘He will not enter this city or shoot an arrow here. He will not come 
before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it. By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this 
city, declares the LORD. I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my servant.’ 2 

Kings 19:20-34 

What the Lord says about Sennacherib is clearly a rebuke which would have hit hard in the arrogant heart of 

Sennacherib, Isaiah 37:21-38. 

Sennacherib, who was so arrogant and full of pride had been ridiculing Judah because their army, who were hiding 

behind the walls of Jerusalem was so small compared to his. The way God felt towards Sennacherib and his army 

should have been the way Judah felt towards them. 

Notice that Sennacherib’s views against Judah were actually viewed as against the God of all creation. He is the Holy 

One of Israel, Isaiah 5:24 / Isaiah 30:12. God says He will turn Sennacherib back to where he came from, Isaiah 

10:12-19. When this prophecy was fulfilled, Judah would then know that God was still with them. 

Judah has obviously been trapped inside the city walls of Jerusalem for some time and as a result, they haven’t been 

able to plant any food in the fields. However, as these words were being spoken, plants that grow by themselves 

would provide the food they needed, when the Assyrian army had left. 

This harvesting of these self-growing plants would continue into the second year, because of what was happening and 

in the third year, they would be able to get back to farming on their own. Those who survived in Jerusalem would be 

the remnant of Israel that would repopulate the land. 

Why did God make these promises to Hezekiah? Simply because of God’s own sake and for the sake of David, 2 

Samuel 7:10-16. In other words, because God promised David that the Messiah, who would sit on David’s throne, 

would come through him. 

‘That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian 
camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib king of Assyria 

broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there. One day, while he was worshiping in the temple 
of his god Nisrok, his sons Adrammelek and Sharezer killed him with the sword, and they escaped to the land of 

Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 19:35-37 

If these verses don’t put the fear of God in people I don’t know what will. Here we find the angel of the 

Lord, Genesis 16:7 / Exodus 3:2 / Zechariah 1:12, that is just one angel totally wiping out one hundred and eighty-

five thousand, of God’s enemies in just one night. 

God decided enough was enough and sent his angel to deal with the Assyrian army. We know it happened all in one 

night because in the morning when the people woke up, they saw all the dead bodies. 

Sennacherib returned to Nineveh but notice the text doesn’t tell us he was killed immediately, according to Assyrian 

history, he was killed around twenty years after he returned to Nineveh. 
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He was killed by his sons, Adrammelek and Sharezer, 2 Chronicles 32:20-21. They flee to Ararat and Esarhaddon 

another son of Sennacherib now becomes king of Assyria. 

ANNALS OF SENNACHERIB 

In the British Museum, we can see ‘the Annals of Sennacherib’ also called ‘the Taylor Prism.’ Sennacherib, 705-681 

B.C., was an Assyrian king noted for his campaigns against Judah. The prism was found at Nineveh in 1830. The 

best-known passage on this prism describes that because Hezekiah had not submitted to the Assyrian ‘yoke,’ 

Sennacherib laid siege to forty-six fortified Judean cities, deported 200,150 people, and shut up Hezekiah in 

Jerusalem ‘like a caged bird.’ 

It reads, ‘As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not submit to my yoke, I lay siege to 46 of his strong cities, walled forts and 

the countless small villages in their vicinity, and conquered them by means of well-stamped earth-ramps, and 

battering-rams brought thus near to the walls combined with the attack by foot soldiers, using mines, breeches as well 

as sapper work. I drove out of them 200,150 people, young and old, male and female, horses, mules, donkeys, 

camels, big and small cattle beyond counting, and considered them booty. Himself I made a prisoner in Jerusalem, his 

royal residence, like a bird in a cage.’ 

The prism tacitly agrees with the Biblical version by making no claim that Jerusalem was taken, Isaiah 36-37 / 2 

Kings 18-19. The Greek historian Herodotus tells of ‘field mice’ eating ‘leather handles, quivers and bow strings’ of 

the Assyrian army. 

CHAPTER 20 

‘In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and 
said, ‘This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover.’ 

Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, ‘Remember, LORD, how I have walked before you 
faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes.’ And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the LORD came to him: ‘Go back and tell Hezekiah, the ruler of 
my people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your 

tears; I will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the LORD. I will add fifteen years to 
your life. And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for my sake 
and for the sake of my servant David.’ Then Isaiah said, ‘Prepare a poultice of figs.’ They did so and applied it to the 

boil, and he recovered.’ 2 Kings 20:1-7 

HEZEKIAH’S ILLNESS 

There is no doubt that this chapter, along with the parallel accounts found in Isaiah 38 and Isaiah 39, is really difficult 

to put into place chronologically. 

Some believe that Hezekiah was taken ill before the invasion of Sennacherib in 701 B.C. The events recorded in 2 

Kings 18:13 through to 2 Kings 19:37, would have taken place during the extra fifteen years of life that were given to 

Hezekiah. 
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Because God answered his prayer, it’s clear that God wanted Hezekiah to lead Judah through all these difficult years 

of the Assyrian invasion, 2 Chronicles 32:24-26 / Isaiah 38:1-8. 

God hears Hezekiah’s prayers and tells him to get his ‘house in order’ because he was going to die. After hearing this, 

he turned and faced the wall to pray. God tells him He has ‘heard his prayers’ and ‘seen his tears’ and tells him, ‘He 

will heal him.’ God blessed Hezekiah with another fifteen years of life for Israel’s sake, not necessarily for 

Hezekiah’s sake. 

‘Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, ‘What will be the sign that the LORD will heal me and that I will go up to the temple of 
the LORD on the third day from now?’ Isaiah answered, ‘This is the LORD’s sign to you that the LORD will do what 

he has promised: Shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?’ ‘It is a simple matter for the 
shadow to go forward ten steps,’ said Hezekiah. ‘Rather, have it go back ten steps.’ Then the prophet Isaiah called on 

the LORD, and the LORD made the shadow go back the ten steps it had gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.’ 2 
Kings 20:8-11 

Hezekiah asks Isaiah what will be the sign that the Lord will heal him, and Isaiah explains to him that the sign, which 

is miraculous will take place when he sees the shadow from the sun going backwards. God was going to turn back 

time by a total of forty minutes, of course, this isn’t the first time God has miraculously changed time, Joshua 10:13. 

ENVOYS FROM BABYLON 

‘At that time Marduk-Baladan son of Baladan king of Babylon sent Hezekiah letters and a gift, because he had heard 
of Hezekiah’s illness. Hezekiah received the envoys and showed them all that was in his storehouses—the silver, the 
gold, the spices and the fine olive oil—his armoury and everything found among his treasures. There was nothing in 

his palace or in all his kingdom that Hezekiah did not show them.’ 2 Kings 20:12-13 

Marduk-Baladan the king of Babylon decided to send letters and gifts to Hezekiah, probably to spy, Isaiah 39:1-8. 

Hezekiah was concerned about the threat of the Assyrians, and so, he provided for the Babylonians, probably because 

they could help him with his struggles against the Assyrians. 

One thing is clear though, these envoys were more interested in Jerusalem’s wealth than they were in Hezekiah’s 

health. 

‘Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah and asked, ‘What did those men say, and where did they come 
from?’ ‘From a distant land,’ Hezekiah replied. ‘They came from Babylon.’ The prophet asked, ‘What did they see in 

your palace?’ ‘They saw everything in my palace,’ Hezekiah said. ‘There is nothing among my treasures that I did 
not show them.’ Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of the LORD: The time will surely come when 

everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have stored up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. 
Nothing will be left, says the LORD. And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to 

you, will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ‘The word of the 
LORD you have spoken is good,’ Hezekiah replied. For he thought, ‘Will there not be peace and security in my 

lifetime?’ 2 Kings 20:14-19 

God’s prophet Isaiah goes to Hezekiah and asks him, ‘where these men had come from and what did they see?’. And 

the answer was simple, they were from Babylon and they saw everything that Hezekiah had because he showed them 

everything, he had, 2 Kings 20:12-13. 

They came from Babylon not to see how Hezekiah was doing but to see how much wealth he had. They were spying 

out the place so that they could come back again to take all the treasures away from the temple and the royal court in 

586 B.C. 

Isaiah tells Hezekiah that the sons born to him will be taken away and become eunuchs in Babylon, Isaiah 24:10-17. 

Hezekiah correctly thought that the tragedy which Isaiah spoke about wouldn’t take place in his lifetime. 
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‘As for the other events of Hezekiah’s reign, all his achievements and how he made the pool and the tunnel by which 
he brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? Hezekiah rested 

with his ancestors. And Manasseh his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 20:20-21 

Before Hezekiah died and his son Manasseh took over his reign, Hezekiah brought water into the city, 2 Chronicles 

32:32-33. The tunnel he made is still in existence today and is called, ‘Hezekiah’s tunnel’ for obvious reasons. 

Experts tell us that the water was channelled through solid rock from the Pool of Gihon on the outside of the city wall 

and the tunnel itself is about 533 meters long, that is 1750 feet. 

The reason for building the tunnel was simply to bring water into the city of Jerusalem, especially during times of 

siege. 

CHAPTER 21 

‘Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His mother’s 
name was Hephzibah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of the nations the 
LORD had driven out before the Israelites. He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also 

erected altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starry 
hosts and worshiped them. He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, ‘In Jerusalem I 
will put my Name.’ In the two courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry hosts. He sacrificed 

his own son in the fire, practiced divination, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in 
the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. He took the carved Asherah pole he had made and put it in the temple, of 
which the LORD had said to David and to his son Solomon, ‘In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen 

out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my Name forever. I will not again make the feet of the Israelites wander from 
the land I gave their ancestors, if only they will be careful to do everything I commanded them and will keep the 

whole Law that my servant Moses gave them.’ But the people did not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they 
did more evil than the nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites.’ 2 Kings 21:1-9 

MANASSEH KING OF JUDAH 

Hezekiah named his son Manasseh, possibly because God helped him forget his illness. The name Manasseh means 

‘forget’, Genesis 41:51. He became king when he was only twelve years old and reigned for fifty-five years, which 

means he was the longest-reigning king of Judah after the division of Israel during the reign of Rehoboam. 

He didn’t start off well as the king, because he did evil in God’s eyes by getting involved in idolatry, witchcraft and 

child sacrifice, 2 Chronicles 33:1-10. Whilst he reigned Judah was subjected to Assyria, who eventually placed him 

in prison in Babylon. After repenting, he went back to Jerusalem to begin a campaign to get God’s people back on 

track with God, but that didn’t last long, 2 Chronicles 33:11-17. 

He basically undone everything his father, Hezekiah had achieved to keep Judah right with God. He built altars in 

God’s temple, erected altars to Baal, made an Asherah pole, Jude 1:4, and worshipped the starry hosts, Acts 7:42-43. 

He also sacrificed his own son through the fire, 2 Chronicles 33:6, tells us ‘he sacrificed his children in the fire in the 

Valley of Ben Hinnom.’ In other words, he sacrificed several of his children to Molek. 

Manasseh totally disobeyed God and commands, and because he and the people wouldn’t listen to God or obey His 

ways, 2 Chronicles 33:10, Manasseh totally took the people away from God to such an extent that Judah was worse 

that than the nations that God had destroyed before. 
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‘The LORD said through his servants the prophets: ‘Manasseh king of Judah has committed these detestable sins. He 
has done more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols. Therefore this is 
what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of 

everyone who hears of it will tingle. I will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria and the 
plumb line used against the house of Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it 
upside down. I will forsake the remnant of my inheritance and give them into the hands of enemies. They will be 

looted and plundered by all their enemies; they have done evil in my eyes and have aroused my anger from the day 
their ancestors came out of Egypt until this day.’ Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled 

Jerusalem from end to end—besides the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, so that they did evil in the eyes of 
the LORD. As for the other events of Manasseh’s reign, and all he did, including the sin he committed, are they not 

written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? Manasseh rested with his ancestors and was buried in his 
palace garden, the garden of Uzza. And Amon his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 21:10-18 

This is not good news for Manasseh and Judah, judgment is being announced here by God because of Manasseh’s 

sinful actions. God is going to bring such a disaster to Jerusalem and Judah that everyone who hears of it will ‘tingle’. 

The tingle will be like a sharp discordant note that pains one’s ears, tingling ears are a sign that an especially severe 

judgment was coming, 1 Samuel 3:11 / Jeremiah 19:3. 

God is going to stretch out over Jerusalem ‘the measuring line’, in other words, when measured with God’s standard, 

that is His Word, Jerusalem, just like Samaria and the house of Ahab will be seen to be crooked. 

God is going to forsake the remnant, that is the Southern Kingdom of Judah because they didn’t repent, Luke 13:3, 

and because Manasseh had shed so much blood during his reign. 

This probably isn’t just referring to the blood he shed when he sacrificed his sons, 2 Kings 21:6 / 2 Chronicles 33:6, 

it’s also probably referring to all the prophets that God sent to Judah at this time, who were killed by him, 2 Kings 

21:10 / Hebrews 11:32. 

According to Jewish legend, it was during this time that the prophet Isaiah was executed by Manasseh by being sawn 

in two, Hebrews 11:37. 

It appears when Manasseh was in prison he didn’t really repent of everything he did, 2 Chronicles 3:11-13 / 2 

Chronicles 33:18-20. He tried to correct the sin of his early reign, but it was too late, he had already led the people 

too far away from God. 

Only Manasseh and Amon are recorded to have been buried in the garden of Uzza, 2 Kings 21:18, and because of 

their awful sins, we can safely know that this place was a disgraceful location, it wasn’t a place where faithful royals 

were buried. 

AMON KING OF JUDAH 

‘Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two years. His mother’s name 
was Meshullemeth daughter of Haruz; she was from Jotbah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as his father 

Manasseh had done. He followed completely the ways of his father, worshiping the idols his father had worshiped, 
and bowing down to them. He forsook the LORD, the God of his ancestors, and did not walk in obedience to him. 

Amon’s officials conspired against him and assassinated the king in his palace. Then the people of the land killed all 
who had plotted against King Amon, and they made Josiah his son king in his place. As for the other events of 

Amon’s reign, and what he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? He was buried in 
his tomb in the garden of Uzza. And Josiah his son succeeded him as king.’ 2 Kings 21:19-26 

It’s important to note that Manasseh’s son was named Amon, this is the name of the Egyptian god, who was the god 

of the wind and certain powers of generation, Nahum 3:8. Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king of 

Judah and he reigned for two years, 642 to 640 B.C. 
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Amon was certainly following in the footsteps of his father Manasseh and it appears there was some kind of 

conspiracy among Amon’s officials which led to him being assassinated. 

The murderers put Josiah on the throne as king, however since Josiah was only eight years old, it appears that some 

of Amon’s officials, or priests of the temple, were irritated with the apostasy that was led by Manasseh and Amon, 2 

Chronicles 33:21-25. In other words, they wanted a change, they wanted someone who was young enough they could 

train to be king. 

CHAPTER 22 

‘Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His mother’s name 
was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and followed 

completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. In the eighteenth year of his 
reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD. He 
said: ‘Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought into the temple of the 
LORD, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise 

the work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair the temple of the LORD—the carpenters, 
the builders and the masons. Also have them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. But they need 

not account for the money entrusted to them, because they are honest in their dealings.’ 2 Kings 22:1-7 

Josiah is now king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah and he reigned for thirty-one years, 640 B.C. to 609 B.C. 

Shaphan was the father of Jeremiah’s friend Ahikam, Jeremiah 26:24, and the grandfather of Gedaliah, who was 

made governor of Judea by the Babylonians after the fall of Jerusalem, 2 Kings 25:22. Shaphan and Nathan-

Melek’s, 2 Kings 23:11, names also appear on ancient records of those who lived during these times. 

Hilkiah was the father, or grandfather of Seriah, Nehemiah 11:11, who was high priest at the time of the captivity, 

and an ancestor of Ezra the scribe. Hilkiah appears on the seal of Azariah who was a priest, and the grandfather of 

Ezra, 1 Chronicles 6:13-14 / 1 Chronicles 9:11 / Ezra 7:1. Hilkiah’s name appears also on the seal of another son 

named Hanan. 

Josiah did what was right in God’s eyes and loved and obeyed God as David did, Acts 13:22. He wanted some repair 

work done on the temple, and so he set about raising the funds needed for the repairs, similar to the way Jehoash did 

many years ago, 2 Kings 12:9-15. 

THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND 

‘Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD.’ 
He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported to him: ‘Your officials 
have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at 
the temple.’ Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, ‘Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.’ And Shaphan 

read from it in the presence of the king.’ 2 Kings 22:8-10 

Hilkiah discovers ‘the Book of the Law’, 2 Chronicles 34:1-28 tells us that Josiah’s reforms had already been going 

forward for several years. 

He began the purging of the temple and Jerusalem in his twelfth year, six full years before the events in 2 Kings 22:8, 

and the repairs on the temple mentioned in 2 Kings 22:9 were probably commenced at the same time. 
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Although each king was supposed to have a copy of the Book of the Law, Deuteronomy 17:18-20 / Deuteronomy 

31:9-13, we have no idea how long they have been without the Law of Moses, that is the first five books of the Old 

Testament, but because only those portions that referred to the responsibilities of the king were immediately read 

before Josiah. 

‘When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, 
Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king’s attendant: ‘Go and 
inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been 

found. Great is the LORD’s anger that burns against us because those who have gone before us have not obeyed the 
words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.’ 2 Kings 22:11-13 

Remember nobody had seen the Book of the Law for years and so when Josiah heard the word of the Book of the 

Law, he tore his robes. In others words, God’s Word moved him to repentance, and as a result of his repentance, the 

whole of Israel was deeply moved toward God again. 

The good news is that Josiah didn’t just go out of his way to get Israel to worship and obey God how they were 

supposed to in the first place, he actually went on to destroy anything which involved idolatry and the worshipping of 

false gods. 

‘Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophet Huldah, who was the wife of 
Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the New Quarter. She 
said to them, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me, ‘This is what the 

LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to everything written in the book the 
king of Judah has read. Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and aroused my anger by all 

the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.’ Tell the king of 
Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words 
you heard: Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I 
have spoken against this place and its people—that they would become a curse and be laid waste—and because you 
tore your robes and wept in my presence, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. Therefore I will gather you to 
your ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this 

place.’ So they took her answer back to the king.’ 2 Kings 22:14-20 

Hilkiah the priest and others went to speak to the prophet Huldah, who was Shallum’s wife. It should be noted that 

other prophets were now on the scene at this time, prophets like Zephaniah, Zephaniah 1:1, and Jeremiah, Jeremiah 

22:15-16, who were both warning God’s people about their upcoming exile into Babylon. 

It’s possible that they went to Huldah because she was closest to them, but they go to inquire of the Lord. It’s 

interesting because we don’t know what they asked but we do know didn’t enquire about the newly discovered Book 

of Law. 

The Lord tells them that He will bring disaster upon the Southern Kingdom of Judah because of their apostasy but the 

disaster wouldn’t come anytime during the reign of Josiah. God delayed judgment on Josiah as he did with Ahab, 

who responded to a word of warning with a kind of repentance, 1 Kings 21:25-29. 

Josiah has now received news about this upcoming disaster twice, once from God’s Word and now from God’s 

prophet. Although Josiah had religiously cleaned up Judah by the standards of God’s Word, sadly his descendants 

went back to idolatry and undone everything he had achieved. 

CHAPTER 23 

‘Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of the LORD with the 
people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the 
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greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of 

the LORD.’ 2 Kings 23:1-2 

JOSIAH RENEWS THE COVENANT 

Hilkiah the priest discovered ‘the Book of the Law’ in the temple, 2 Kings 22:8-10, and informs Josiah that he found 

it. Josiah now calls the people together to read it out, this law was supposed to be read out to the people throughout 

history, Deuteronomy 31:9-13. 

Because they didn’t have a copy of the Book of the Covenant, they were obviously ignorant of God’s law, Hosea 4:6. 

It is also possible that they didn’t look hard enough in the first place to find a copy of the law. 

Because Josiah read out all the words of the Book of the Covenant, he personally stood before the people and read 

from the Word of God, 2 Chronicles 34:29-32. In other words, he assumed the position of spiritual leadership just 

like Joshua did many years before him, Joshua 24:15. 

‘The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD—to follow the LORD and keep 
his commands, statutes and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant 
written in this book. Then all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. The king ordered Hilkiah the high 

priest, the priests next in rank and the doorkeepers to remove from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for 
Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley and 
took the ashes to Bethel. He did away with the idolatrous priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense on 
the high places of the towns of Judah and on those around Jerusalem—those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun 
and moon, to the constellations and to all the starry hosts. He took the Asherah pole from the temple of the LORD to 

the Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem and burned it there. He ground it to powder and scattered the dust over the 
graves of the common people. He also tore down the quarters of the male shrine prostitutes that were in the temple of 

the LORD, the quarters where women did weaving for Asherah. Josiah brought all the priests from the towns of 
Judah and desecrated the high places, from Geba to Beersheba, where the priests had burned incense. He broke down 
the gateway at the entrance of the Gate of Joshua, the city governor, which was on the left of the city gate. Although 

the priests of the high places did not serve at the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, they ate unleavened bread with their 
fellow priests. He desecrated Topheth, which was in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, so no one could use it to sacrifice 
their son or daughter in the fire to Molek. He removed from the entrance to the temple of the LORD the horses that 

the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun. They were in the court near the room of an official named Nathan-Melek. 
Josiah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. He pulled down the altars the kings of Judah had erected on the 
roof near the upper room of Ahaz, and the altars Manasseh had built in the two courts of the temple of the LORD. He 

removed them from there, smashed them to pieces and threw the rubble into the Kidron Valley. The king also 
desecrated the high places that were east of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruption—the ones Solomon king 
of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the vile goddess of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the vile god of Moab, and for Molek 
the detestable god of the people of Ammon. Josiah smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles and 

covered the sites with human bones.’ 2 Kings 23:3-14 

After the covenant was renewed with the people, everyone ‘pledged’ themselves to the covenant, 2 Chronicles 34:3-

7 / 2 Chronicles 34:33. The K.J.V. uses the word, ‘stood’. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following. 

‘This seems to be a reference to the ancient custom in the making or renewing of covenants, in which the parties to it 

passed between the portions of the sacrifice that accompanied such ceremonies, as in the instance of Abraham’s 

covenant, Genesis 15:17. In no sense was this the making of a new covenant, but the renewed promise of the people 

to perform their part of the one already in existence. The people’s standing to it may refer to their position between 

the portions of the sacrifice probably offered on that occasion.’ 

It was very important that everyone pledged to keep the covenant, as this would make it easier for Josiah to get the 

temple back for God’s use only. 
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It would make it easier to remove all those places of idol worship and to get rid of all the priests of Baal from the land 

if they didn’t repent. 

Baal and Asherah, worship was seriously promoted by Ahab and Jezebel and had been a problem in Israel for many 

years, 2 Kings 11:17-20 / 2 Kings 18:4-5 / 2 Kings 14:23-24 / 2 Kings 16:32. By the time Josiah became king, God’s 

temple had essentially become a place for Baal worship. 

He took the Asherah pole, 2 Kings 21:7, and removed it not just from the temple but from Jerusalem and burned it. 

Male and female prostitution was involved in Baal worship and so, he tore down the male shrine prostitutes, and the 

place where the women did weaving for Asherah, Ezekiel 8:14 / Ezekiel 16:16 / Amos 2:8 / Amos 5:26. 

Notice that ‘the priests of the high places did not serve at the altar of the LORD.’ The reason they didn’t come was 

because their income came from those who worshipped in the high places. The Levites who had accepted positions at 

the high places were brought back to Jerusalem and maintained there, but they were never again accepted as true 

priests with access to the Lord’s altar, Ezekiel 44:10-14. 

Josiah also desecrated the high places, remember God told Israel during the days of Joshua that these high places 

were to be totally destroyed, Numbers 33:52 / Leviticus 26:27-30. These structures which were originally built by 

Solomon were still in existence, this is some four hundred years later. Israel had obviously become entrapped in the 

worship of false gods and took pleasure in satisfying the sensual lusts through them. 

There’s no doubt that Ahab was more than likely the first person to introduce human sacrifice to the false god 

Molek, 2 Kings 16:3 / 2 Kings 19:1-9. No one knows where the ‘Hill of Corruption’ is located but some have 

suggested it’s a reference to the Mount of Olives which was located east of Jerusalem. Josiah totally destroys 

everything that had anything to do with Molek throughout the land. 

‘Even the altar at Bethel, the high place made by Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin—even that 
altar and high place he demolished. He burned the high place and ground it to powder and burned the Asherah pole 

also. Then Josiah looked around, and when he saw the tombs that were there on the hillside, he had the bones 
removed from them and burned on the altar to defile it, in accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by the 
man of God who foretold these things. The king asked, ‘What is that tombstone I see?’ The people of the city said, ‘It 
marks the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and pronounced against the altar of Bethel the very things 

you have done to it.’ ‘Leave it alone,’ he said. ‘Don’t let anyone disturb his bones.’ So they spared his bones and 
those of the prophet who had come from Samaria. Just as he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed all the shrines at the 
high places that the kings of Israel had built in the towns of Samaria and that had aroused the LORD’s anger. Josiah 
slaughtered all the priests of those high places on the altars and burned human bones on them. Then he went back to 

Jerusalem.’ 2 Kings 23:15-20 

Josiah continued in his restoration of the land by going beyond the borders of Judah to Bethel. It appears that he has 

now taken charge of the Northern Kingdom of Israel since they have now been taken into captivity, 2 Kings 17:5-6. 

The altar which was destroyed here was the altar that Jeroboam had originally built to encourage the northern tribes 

to stay away from Jerusalem. 

The destroying of the altar was the fulfilment of God’s prophecy to Jeroboam, God’s prophet actually names Josiah 

as the one who would destroy it, 1 King 13:1-3 / 1 Kings 13:30-31. 

Josiah was totally unaware of the fulfilment of the prophecy, but the citizens of the place, who remembered it well, 

told him about it. We read of the same kind of prophecy concerning the name of Cyrus, Isaiah 44:28-45:1. 

Although there were many false prophets around before and during this time and many unrighteous kings before 

Josiah came to the throne, many of the priests remained faithful to God and His Word. 

‘The king gave this order to all the people: ‘Celebrate the Passover to the LORD your God, as it is written in this 
Book of the Covenant.’ Neither in the days of the judges who led Israel nor in the days of the kings of Israel and the 
kings of Judah had any such Passover been observed. But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was 

celebrated to the LORD in Jerusalem.’ 2 Kings 23:21-23 
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Josiah now tells the people it’s time to celebrate the Passover according to how it was written in the Book of the 

Covenant, which implies they hadn’t celebrated the Passover correctly up until this point, Deuteronomy 16:1-8 / 2 

Chronicles 35:1 / 2 Chronicles 35:18-19. 

‘Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the idols and all the other detestable 
things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfil the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah 
the priest had discovered in the temple of the LORD. Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who 

turned to the LORD as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all 
the Law of Moses.’ 2 Kings 23:24-25 

Josiah is really making every effort to rid the land of anything sinful and idolatrous, especially those who teach 

falsehood. He takes this as serious as Elijah did when he opposed Ahab and Jezebel, 1 Kings 18:16-19. 

He has the false prophets executed, which was the punishment for those who practised these things, Leviticus 20:27. 

They were paramount in leading Israel away from God and leading them deep into idolatry. 

Notice that Josiah was doing all of those reforms according to the commandments of God in the Books of Moses. 

‘Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned against Judah because of 
all that Manasseh had done to arouse his anger. So the LORD said, ‘I will remove Judah also from my presence as I 
removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘My Name shall be 

there.’ 2 Kings 23:26-27 

Despite this great restoration effort by Josiah, it appears that the damage was already done, everything which 

Manasseh did couldn’t be undone by Josiah. God was still angry with His people and promises that Judah will also be 

taken into captivity. 

This may seem like a drastic reaction by God, especially in light of everything Josiah has done and is doing. 

However, God knows that the only way His people will be totally restored from their sinful behaviour is to be taken 

into captivity. History tells us that when God’s people returned from captivity, they learned their lesson and never 

committed idolatry again. 

‘As for the other events of Josiah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of 
Judah? While Josiah was king, Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt went up to the Euphrates River to help the king of 

Assyria. King Josiah marched out to meet him in battle, but Necho faced him and killed him at Megiddo. Josiah’s 
servants brought his body in a chariot from Megiddo to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. And the people of 

the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah and anointed him and made him king in place of his father.’ 2 Kings 23:28-30 

Here we read of a conflict which took place near the end of Josiah’s reign, which involved him being killed, 2 

Chronicles 35:20-36:1. 

Pharaoh Necho of Egypt wanted to come to the rescue of the Assyrians at Carchemish, but while he was on his way, 

Josiah engaged him in battle at Megiddo. It was during this period we find a world power struggle taking place 

between the Assyrians and the Babylonians. 

That king of Assyria was Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar and this pharaoh was Pharaoh-Necho II. The 

history of this event is very complex but Coffman in his commentary gives us useful insight into it. 

‘The Assyrian empire was in a state of collapse. Nineveh had fallen in 612 B.C., and Pharaoh-Necho was ambitious 

to succeed Assyria as the world ruler. It is not exactly clear why Josiah felt it necessary to challenge the king of 

Egypt, but he did, losing his life as a result. Yes, God had promised through Huldah that Josiah would die in peace, 

but it is sinful to allege the fact of his being killed in battle as ‘a contradiction’. 

1. The ‘in peace’ of God’s promise may have referred to the fact that Jerusalem would not be under attack at the time 

of his death. 
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2. All of God’s promises are conditional, Jeremiah 18:7-10, and it is simply astounding how many learned men 

apparently remain ignorant of this simple truth. In the light of it, Josiah’s engagement of the king of Egypt in battle 

might have been contrary to God’s will, nullifying the promise altogether. 

JEHOAHAZ KING OF JUDAH 

‘Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His mother’s 
name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as his 

predecessors had done. Pharaoh Necho put him in chains at Riblah in the land of Hamath so that he might not reign in 
Jerusalem, and he imposed on Judah a levy of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. Pharaoh Necho made 

Eliakim son of Josiah king in place of his father Josiah and changed Eliakim’s name to Jehoiakim. But he took 
Jehoahaz and carried him off to Egypt, and there he died. Jehoiakim paid Pharaoh Necho the silver and gold he 

demanded. In order to do so, he taxed the land and exacted the silver and gold from the people of the land according 
to their assessments.; 2 Kings 23:31-35 

Following the death of Josiah, Jehoahaz became king of Judah and reigned for only three months, before Pharaoh 

Necho put him in chains, 2 Chronicles 36:1-4. The Jeremiah mentioned here, Ezekiel 10:1-9, isn’t the prophet 

Jeremiah because he was from Anathoth, Jeremiah 1:1. 

Jehoahaz was probably a throne name, for his personal name was Shallum, Jeremiah 22:11 / 1 Chronicles 3:15. His 

older brother was Eliakim. 

When Pharaoh heard that they had made Jehoahaz king, he immediately sent a detachment of soldiers to Jerusalem 

and deposed of him and placed Eliakim on the throne, 2 Chronicles 36:3. Judah was now under the control of Egypt 

and they had to pay a heavy levy to Egypt for as long as they stayed under their control. 

JEHOIAKIM KING OF JUDAH 

‘Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His mother’s 
name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah; she was from Rumah. And he did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as his 

predecessors had done.’ 2 Kings 23:36-37 

Jehoiakim now becomes king of Judah at the age of twenty-five and he reigned for eleven years, 608 B.C. to 597 

B.C. 2 Chronicles 36:5-8. 

Although Judah was under Egypt’s control in the early part of his reign, later Judah would come under the control of 

the Babylonians, 2 Kings 23:34 / 2 Kings 24:1. 

There’s no doubt that Jehoiakim was a very greedy king who oppressed God’s people. He was an idolater, he killed 

innocent people, introduced forced labour and was far from being a just king, Jeremiah 22:13-17. He even killed 

Uriah, God’s prophet for prophesying that Jerusalem is going to be destroyed, Jeremiah 26:20-23. 

CHAPTER 24 

In the last chapter, regardless of all the reforms that Josiah had done, we saw that God was going to send the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah into Babylonian captivity because of the sins of Manasseh, 2 Kings 23:26-27. 
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In this chapter, we read about how God fulfilled His will in sending them to Babylon. This is the beginning of the 

seventy years of captivity for God’s children, just as Jeremiah had prophesied, Jeremiah 25:11. 

THE STAGES OF THE EXILE 

The Exile of Judah took place in three specific stages. 

THE FIRST STAGE 

The first stage took place in 605 B.C. On his way back from victory in Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar, general of the armies 

of Babylon, laid siege to Jerusalem and took some of the leading nobles, and young men from the city of Jerusalem as 

hostages and carried them back to Babylon. 

It is at this point that Daniel and his three friends are carried off, Daniel 1:1-7. Most of the citizens are still in the land 

of Judah but are certainly subservient to Babylon. It is possible that it was at this point that Jeremiah prophesied the 

70-year captivity, Jeremiah 25:11-12. 

Nebuchadnezzar had just vanquished the Egyptians at the Battle of Carchemish, thus establishing Babylon as the new 

rulers of the eastern Mediterranean world. Nebuchadnezzar was establishing Babylonian dominance over all that area 

and had come to Jerusalem and laid siege to the city. 

Hearing of his father’s death, he took several young men from the royal family as hostages and trainees for his court, 

including Daniel and his three friends according to Daniel 1:1-7. He also made King Jehoiakim a vassal, 2 Chronicles 

36:6, and then hastened back to Babylon to establish himself on the throne. Nebuchadnezzar and a small military 

force took the short route across the desert, sending the captives with his greater army along the Fertile Crescent. 

At this point, though most of her citizens were yet in the land of Judah, the nation was subservient to Babylon. It is at 

this point that Jeremiah prophesied that Judah would be carried off to Babylon for 70 years. Therefore, most scholars 

believe that the 70-year captivity began with this event. 

This would coincide well with the decree for the first return around 538 B.C., which would be followed by that return 

and the beginning of the temple rebuilding process around 537/536 B.C. 

THE SECOND STAGE 

The second stage took place in 597 B.C. Jehoiakim rebels against Nebuchadnezzar, about 602 B.C., who finally 

comes and attacks Jerusalem, on March 10th 597 B.C., carrying off 10,000 captives to Babylon. 

After rebelling against Nebuchadnezzar, King Jehoiakim died on December 10th 598 B.C., so by the time 

Nebuchadnezzar arrived to punish Jerusalem for its rebellion, his son Jehoiachin, had been on the throne for three 

months and ten days. 
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In other words, Jehoiachin was in the wrong place at the wrong time and would essentially pay for the rebellion of his 

father against Babylon. Jehoiachin was taken captive to Babylon and remained a prisoner there until the death of 

Nebuchadnezzar in 561 B.C. 2 Kings 25:27-30. 

Nebuchadnezzar also carried off the wealthy elite from Jerusalem; included in these was Ezekiel, the prophet. 

Although, Ezekiel wasn’t actually called to the prophetic ministry until after he had been carried off to Babylon, 

probably about 593 BC. 

THE THIRD STAGE 

The third stage took place in 586 B.C. King Zedekiah ignores the warnings of Jeremiah, Jeremiah 27-28, and plots 

against Babylon once again, so that Nebuchadnezzar returns, lays siege against Jerusalem, January 15th 588 B.C. to 

July 18th 586 B.C., and captures it. One month after the city fell, the captain of Nebuchadnezzar’s army burned the 

city and the temple. 

It is interesting that the temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. and would not be completely rebuilt until February/March 

of 516 B.C., 70 years after its destruction. So, not only were the Jews in captivity for a minimum of 70 years, but the 

temple would not exist for 70 years as well. 

A tiny remnant of Jews, including Jeremiah, was left in Judah under Gedeliah, who was appointed governor. When 

Gedeliah was murdered, those Jews feared reprisal and fled to Egypt, taking Jeremiah there against his 

wishes, Jeremiah 40:13-16. 

‘During Jehoiakim’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, and Jehoiakim became his vassal for 
three years. But then he turned against Nebuchadnezzar and rebelled. The LORD sent Babylonian, Aramean, Moabite 

and Ammonite raiders against him to destroy Judah, in accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by his 
servants the prophets. Surely these things happened to Judah according to the LORD’s command, in order to remove 

them from his presence because of the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, including the shedding of innocent 
blood. For he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the LORD was not willing to forgive. As for the other 

events of Jehoiakim’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 
Jehoiakim rested with his ancestors. And Jehoiachin his son succeeded him as king. The king of Egypt did not march 
out from his own country again, because the king of Babylon had taken all his territory, from the Wadi of Egypt to 

the Euphrates River.’ 2 Kings 24:1-7 

Jehoiakim reigned in 597 B.C., 2 Kings 23:36, and he was the victim of God’s judgment that was now coming upon 

Judah, 2 Chronicles 36:9-10. He had no choice but to surrender to the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. This 

invasion took place in the fourth year of Jehoiakim’s reign, and the first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Jeremiah 

25:1 / Jeremiah 46:2. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s march against Syria and Palestine took Jerusalem and carried the king, Jehoiachin and captives 

away to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar appointed a new king of Judah, which was probably a reference to Zedekiah. 

Manasseh had ‘filled Jerusalem with innocent blood’. Just as Ahab and Jezebel abused their positions of power to 

take Naboth’s vineyard, 1 Kings 21:1-21, Manasseh had abused his position of power. The Lord would not forgive 

them, Jeremiah 15:1, because of the measure of their sin and injustice. 

Notice that ‘Jehoiakim rested with his ancestors’, this isn’t a contradiction to Jeremiah’s prophecy in Jeremiah 22:19, 

where he tells us that Jehoiakim ‘He will have the burial of a donkey—dragged away and thrown outside the gates of 

Jerusalem.’ 

Jehoiakim had revolted again and 2 Chronicles 36:6 tells us that ‘Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked him and 

bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon’. 
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Nebuchadnezzar was now the supreme power during this time, he ruled from the border of Egypt to the Euphrates, 

and for seventy years Judah would be slaves to the Babylonians in captivity. This was the end of the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah, Amos 9:8. 

JEHOIACHIN KING OF JUDAH 

‘Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His mother’s 
name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan; she was from Jerusalem. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as his 
father had done. At that time the officers of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon advanced on Jerusalem and laid siege 
to it, and Nebuchadnezzar himself came up to the city while his officers were besieging it. Jehoiachin king of Judah, 

his mother, his attendants, his nobles and his officials all surrendered to him. In the eighth year of the reign of the 
king of Babylon, he took Jehoiachin prisoner. As the LORD had declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures 

from the temple of the LORD and from the royal palace and cut up the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had 
made for the temple of the LORD. He carried all Jerusalem into exile: all the officers and fighting men, and all the 

skilled workers and artisans—a total of ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land were left. Nebuchadnezzar 
took Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. He also took from Jerusalem to Babylon the king’s mother, his wives, his 

officials and the prominent people of the land. The king of Babylon also deported to Babylon the entire force of seven 
thousand fighting men, strong and fit for war, and a thousand skilled workers and artisans. He made Mattaniah, 

Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his place and changed his name to Zedekiah.’ 2 Kings 24:8-17 

Jehoiachin was now king of Judah, he became king at the age of eighteen. He is also known as Jeconiah, Matthew 

1:11 / Jeremiah 22:24. He was just as evil as his father, Jehoiakim, which is surprising considering he only reigned 

for three months, 2 Chronicles 36:9-10. But in those three months, he murdered men and ravished their 

wives, Ezekiel 19:5-7. 

Notice what Nebuchadnezzar does, he takes all the skilled workers away from Jerusalem, but he leaves behind all 

those who didn’t have any skill. This was his way of removing anyone who may rebel against him and of course, this 

would mean that the skilled workers would work for him in building up his empire. Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin 

to Babylon. 

This was the first conquest of Jerusalem which occurred in 597 B.C. but because Jehoiachin surrendered, there was 

very little destruction to the city. 

A second conquest of the city occurred in 586 B.C. to stop the rebellion of Mattaniah, that is Jehoiachin’s uncle, 

whose name was changed to Zedekiah 1 Chronicles 3:15. It was during this conquest that Nebuchadnezzar destroyed 

Jerusalem and the temple, 2 Kings 25:1-7. 

The third and final assault on Jerusalem took place in 582 B.C. Jeremiah 52:29-30. 

Coffman says the following concerning the plundering of Solomon’s temple. ‘Nebuchadnezzar spoiled Solomon’s 

temple three times. 

1. He took some of the treasures away when Jehoiakim was king, placing the golden vessels in the temple of his god 

in Babylon, Daniel 1:2. These were the vessels profaned by Belshazzar, Daniel 5:2. 

2. He continued the destruction by taking many other treasures, breaking and cutting them into pieces when he came 

up against Jeconiah, as in this chapter. 

3. He thoroughly looted and destroyed the temple, even cutting up the brass and all other metal objects of value when 

the city fell a third time at the end of the reign of Zedekiah, 2 Kings 25:13-16.’ 
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ZEDEKIAH KING OF JUDAH 

‘Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His mother’s 
name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as 

Jehoiakim had done. It was because of the LORD’s anger that all this happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the 
end he thrust them from his presence. Now Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.’ 2 Kings 24:16-20 

Zedekiah is now king of Judah and he begin his reign when he was twenty-one years old and reigned for eleven 

years, 2 Chronicles 36:11-16 / Jeremiah 52:1-3. He too did evil in God’s eyes, because it was Nebuchadnezzar who 

placed him on the throne, 2 Kings 24:17, we can be sure that he was totally in submission to the Babylonian king. 

He probably would have had to swear an oath to Nebuchadnezzar, which would have involved invoking the Name of 

the Lord. The change of his name to Zedekiah was an essential element in the whole procedure, 2 Kings 24:17. 

Jeremiah tells us his rebellion against Babylon was also a rebellion against God, Jeremiah 31:1-40 / Ezekiel 17:13. 

He should have never rebelled in the first place because it was totally against everything God had said to His prophet 

Ezekiel, Ezekiel 8:1-18, and against everything God had said to His prophet Jeremiah, Jeremiah 25:11-12 / Jeremiah 

28:1-4 / Jeremiah 34:8. 

Notice that God ‘thrusts them from his presence’. The sin of people had become so bad, that God couldn’t even bring 

Himself to look at them any longer, Isaiah 6:9-10. This is one of the saddest descriptions of God looking at His 

people in the Scriptures. 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity because their sins were too great, 2 Kings 17:5-6, 

and here we read that the Southern Kingdom of Judah were just as bad, and they too are taken into Babylonian 

captivity for sent years. 

Zedekiah broke his oath of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, and when Nebuchadnezzar came up once more to destroy 

Jerusalem, Zedekiah asked Jeremiah to pray for the city, but God, declared that He would fight against Zedekiah and 

the city and destroy them, Jeremiah 37:1-21. 

Jehoiachin was the last king of Judah and was so recognised by the Jews, because Zedekiah was merely a hand 

puppet of Nebuchadnezzar and because of his foolish rebellion, Jerusalem fell a third time. We will read about that 

sad event in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER 25 

‘So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. He encamped outside the city and built siege works all around it. 
The city was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. By the ninth day of the fourth month the 

famine in the city had become so severe that there was no food for the people to eat. Then the city wall was broken 
through, and the whole army fled at night through the gate between the two walls near the king’s garden, though the 
Babylonians were surrounding the city. They fled toward the Arabah, but the Babylonian army pursued the king and 
overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All his soldiers were separated from him and scattered, and he was captured. 

He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where sentence was pronounced on him. They killed the sons of 
Zedekiah before his eyes. Then they put out his eyes, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon.’ 2 

Kings 25:1-7 

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 
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It was in the ninth year of Zedekiah when Nebuchadnezzar marched against Jerusalem, he did this for a year and a 

half, Jeremiah 39:1-10. The people in Jerusalem were desperate because there was no food. Despite fleeing from the 

city, they had no chance against the mighty Babylonian army, 2 Chronicles 36:17-20 / Jeremiah 52:4-27. 

Zedekiah was captured and his son was killed before his eyes because of his rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar, 2 

Kings 24:20. Nebuchadnezzar had shown mercy to Jehoiachin, but none was shown to Zedekiah, hence the harsher 

treatment he received. 

‘On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan 
commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He set fire to the temple of 
the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down. The whole 

Babylonian army under the commander of the imperial guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan 
the commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace 
and those who had deserted to the king of Babylon. But the commander left behind some of the poorest people of the 

land to work the vineyards and fields. The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the movable stands and the 
bronze Sea that were at the temple of the LORD and they carried the bronze to Babylon. They also took away the 
pots, shovels, wick trimmers, dishes and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. The commander of the 
imperial guard took away the censers and sprinkling bowls—all that were made of pure gold or silver. The bronze 
from the two pillars, the Sea and the movable stands, which Solomon had made for the temple of the LORD, was 

more than could be weighed. Each pillar was eighteen cubits high. The bronze capital on top of one pillar was three 
cubits high and was decorated with a network and pomegranates of bronze all around. The other pillar, with its 

network, was similar.’ 2 Kings 25:8-17 

The Babylonians under Nebuzaradan who was the commander of the army of Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem 

and went about totally destroying it, 2 Chronicles 36:17-20 / Jeremiah 52:12-23. 

Nebuchadnezzar knew if we wiped out Jerusalem then he would totally wipe out Israel’s pride and joy. This is why 

he burned the city but especially the temple. Jeremiah tells us how he felt about it in Lamentations 5:11-12. 

All the bronze and gold articles of both the royal palace and temple were cut into pieces in order to be transported to 

Babylon. They totally destroyed everything as it was prophesied many years before by God to Solomon, 1 Kings 9:8. 

Everything which Solomon had built, Jerusalem, the very essence and heartbeat of Israel, was now in ruins. 

‘The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in rank and the 
three doorkeepers. Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting men, and five royal advisers. 

He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of conscripting the people of the land and sixty of the 
conscripts who were found in the city. Nebuzaradan the commander took them all and brought them to the king of 

Babylon at Riblah. There at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them executed. So Judah went into captivity, 
away from her land.’ 2 Kings 25:18-21 

Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest and three doorkeepers, were taken into Babylonian captivity. 

In Jeremiah 41:16-18, we learn that several Jews, after the murder of Gedaliah, went to Egypt, but many of the 

captives were taken to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar took all the people who were encouraging the rebellion against 

Babylon and killed them. 

Jeremiah the prophet would have also been taken away, but Nebuchadnezzar ordered that he should be privileged and 

not restrained in any manner, Jeremiah 39:10-12 / Jeremiah 52:24-30. 

The reason for the special treatment of Jeremiah is possibly because he actually prophesied that Babylon would 

conquer the city, 2 Chronicles 36:17-20 / Jeremiah 52:4-27 / Jeremiah 39:11-18. 

‘Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to be over the people he 
had left behind in Judah. When all the army officers and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed 

Gedaliah as governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah 
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, Jaazaniah the son of the Maakathite, and their men. Gedaliah took an oath to 
reassure them and their men. ‘Do not be afraid of the Babylonian officials,’ he said. ‘Settle down in the land and 

serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you.’ In the seventh month, however, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, 
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the son of Elishama, who was of royal blood, came with ten men and assassinated Gedaliah and also the men of 
Judah and the Babylonians who were with him at Mizpah. At this, all the people from the least to the greatest, 

together with the army officers, fled to Egypt for fear of the Babylonians.’ 2 Kings 25:22-26 

Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah to be over the people he left behind. The name Gedaliah means ‘Yahweh is 

great’ and he was a grandson of Shaphan, head of a prominent family in Judah. 

Gedaliah was favoured by Nebuchadnezzar, possibly because his father had taken measures to spare Jeremiah when 

his life was threatened by those who were rebellious in Judah before the coming of the Babylonians, Jeremiah 38:24. 

They had supported the reforms of Josiah and were friendly and helpful to Jeremiah, Jeremiah 26:24. 

The full story of the shameful treachery of Ishmael and his murder of Gedaliah is found in Jeremiah 40:7-9 / Jeremiah 

41:1-3 / Jeremiah 41:16-18. The army officers were a part of Zedekiah’s army which had deserted him on the plains 

of Jericho and left him to the mercy of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Coffman, in his commentary, says the following about Gedaliah. 

‘Gedaliah was a man of honour and good sense, and Ishmael’s treacherous murder of this good man was probably 

due to two things. 

1. His jealousy that Gedaliah had been appointed governor instead of himself, a member of the seed royal. 

2. The ambition of the king of the Ammonites who, for his own selfish reasons, wished to destroy Gedaliah. Gedaliah 

had been warned of Ishmael’s enmity but unwisely refused to believe the warning. 

Nebuchadnezzar had totally destroyed the city of Jerusalem and earlier he had already destroyed Lachish, Debir and 

Beth Shemesh. He did however spare some of the rural areas and left the people to continue farming. 

The murderers then fled to Egypt, believing that Nebuchadnezzar would again come and take vengeance on those 

who killed his governor, Jeremiah 43:5-7. 

JEHOIACHIN RELEASED 

‘In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the year Awel-Marduk became king of 
Babylon, he released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. He did this on the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth 

month. He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honour higher than those of the other kings who were with him 
in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table. Day 

by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived.’ 2 Kings 25:27-30 

Jehoiachin had been in prison for thirty-seven years but was released by Awel-Marduk the king of Babylon. He was 

given a seat of honour for being the king of Judah, and thus honoured in Babylon as such, Jeremiah 52:31-34. 

This is one reason why Ezekiel focused his prophecies on the reign of Jehoiachin and not Zedekiah, Ezekiel 1:2. 

Zedekiah wasn’t considered a king of Judah simply because he was set up as king by a foreign power. 

Awel-Marduk blessed Jehoiachin by allowing him to eat at his table, 1 Kings 2:7, and providing a daily allowance. 

Although Judah had been destroyed and the Israelites were going to be in captivity for seventy years, 2 Kings 21:10-

15 / 2 Kings 23:26-27 / 2 Kings 24:3-4 / 2 Kings 24:20, there is a glimmer of hope for Israel through Jehoiachin. 

In a sense it was God who was still taking care of him at this time, 2 Samuel 7:14 / 2 Samuel 7:15, and the Messiah 

would eventually come through David’s descendants, Matthew 1:1-17. 
 


