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INTRODUCTION 

During the first century, there were a bunch of Jews who were converted to Christianity called Judaizers, who didn’t 

understand that Jesus had crucified the old laws and replaced them with new ones. Paul passed through southern 

Galatia ‘strengthening all the disciples’, Acts 18:23. 

DATE 

If Paul wrote the letter on his third journey when he was in Corinth, then we would understand that these disciples 

were about ten years in the faith and it had been only a year or so after Paul had taught in the area. 

This gives us an idea of how quickly apostasy to legal justification can set into a church, as well as, how persistent 

the teachers of such a doctrine can be. They were persistent and bold enough to walk right in behind the teaching of 

the apostle Paul on grace. 

There is another consideration concerning the date of writing that might better enhance our understanding of the 

letter. Some people believe the letter was written in 48 A.D. or 49 A.D., or possibly immediately after the Jerusalem 

meeting in Acts 15 when Paul received word concerning the great influence of the Judaizing teachers in the Galatian 

churches. 

If this is true, then the influence of legal justification entered the churches immediately after the establishment of the 

church in southern Galatia by Paul and Barnabas on Paul’s first missionary journey. That might explain the 

unconverted character of those who came immediately out of legalistic Judaism into the fellowship of the church. 

This may also explain why Paul is so stern in this letter, for Judaizing teachers had come from Judea and were taking 

advantage of newborn babies in the Lord. Wolves had entered the flock before he could return to strengthen them in 

the faith. 

If the letter was written immediately after their conversion, then we can understand that what Paul is teaching in this 

letter, must be taught to new converts. 

And so, the letter of Galatians is basically Paul’s defence of the very foundation upon which the church is based. It’s 

an urgent message to the early church because God knew that legalism would destroy the church in its very 

beginning. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Greek name ‘Galatia’ refers to ‘the land of the Gauls’. The region is enclosed in Asia Minor or modern-day 

Turkey. The area of Galatia was originally settled by the Gauls who broke away from the main tribal groups of the 

Gauls in central Europe around 278 B.C. 



2 

The Romans subdued the Gauls in 189 B.C. and 25 B.C., and Augustus, Caesar of Rome, formed the area of Galatia 

into a Roman province. This meant that the Romans took over the principal positions of government and ruled in the 

province. At the time of Antiochus, the Great, many Jews had moved into the Galatian area. 

By the time of Paul’s preaching, Judaism had really spread throughout the region and greatly influenced the culture. 

Paul preached in this area on his first, second and third missionary journeys and Peter probably preached in this area 

after his stay in Antioch of Syria. 

All the way through this letter, Paul is going to be dealing with the problem of legalism. And when it comes to the 

problem of legalism, Paul is going to get fighting mad, Galatians 2:14 / Galatians 5:11-12. 

Paul is going to get fighting mad with these Jewish legalisers who were insisting that the Gentile Christians still need 

to obverse the law and be circumcised. Paul is going to remind us that a Jesus plus anything Gospel is not a Gospel at 

all. 

AUTHOR 

A letter which we know was written by Paul because he tells so, Galatians 1:1 / Galatians 5:2. Very often Paul would 

get a secretary to write his letters for him but because of the seriousness of the Galatian problem, he sat down and 

personally wrote this letter. 

OUTLINE 

Salutation. Galatians 1:1-5 
The Sanctity of the Gospel. Galatians 1:6-2:21 

Freedom from the Law. Galatians 3-4 
Life in the Spirit. Galatians 5:1-6:10 
Closing Thoughts. Galatians 6:11-18 

CHAPTER 1 

“Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the 
dead—and all the brothers and sisters with me, to the churches in Galatia.” Galatians 1:1-2 

Paul begins by reminding his readers of the authority he has as an apostle and he’s saying that his apostleship equals 

him in responsibility and authority with the original twelve apostles who were personally called by Jesus during His 

earthly ministry. 

He’s going to remind them again of this later in this same chapter, Galatians 1:11-12. In other words, Paul had the 

same authority as the twelve because he was called and sent out personally by Jesus. 

He didn’t have the qualifications of an apostle as we find it in Acts 1:21-22 but he still fulfilled the qualification of 

being an apostle by the personal calling of Jesus. 
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Remember to whom Paul was sent, Paul was a Christ-sent apostle especially called for a mission to the Gentiles, Acts 

9:15. Christ sent Paul especially to preach the Gospel to all men but especially to the Gentiles. 

And Paul says, ‘I’m an apostle, sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised 

him from the dead’. 

There were Christians in Galatia who were also claiming to have the authority of an apostle and as we go through this 

letter we’re going to see Paul defending his apostleship. He reminds them of what is at the very heart of the Gospel 

message, ‘Jesus rose from the dead’. 

The very first Gospel message delivered to the Jews by Peter contained the heart of the Christian message, Acts 2:22-

24. Paul reminds us that he preached the same Gospel message as Peter did and says it’s really important to 

remember this message. 

We need to try and understand the importance of the Gospel message, it’s not just about the death and burial of Jesus, 

it’s about His resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. Paul understood that without this resurrection, Christianity has no 

real foundation that would distinguish it from other religions of the world. 

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us 
from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen”. 

Galatians 1:3-5 

After asserting his apostleship Paul now writes a common greeting where he desired that God’s blessing of salvation 

by grace would bring inward contentment. And because he’s about to deal with a legalistic problem, he’s gently 

reminding them that God’s grace brings peace between God and man. 

It’s by the grace of God that sin is forgiven and since there can be no peace between God and man as long as sin 

reigns in our lives, we’re all certainly in need of God’s grace. 

There is also the sense that Paul is reminding these legalisers that grace or salvation can never be obtained by good 

works or by keeping the law, which is one of the main problems in trying to work for our salvation by keeping certain 

laws. 

Salvation is based on our own merit, it never really brings peace of mind simply because we never know if we’ve 

done enough. But for those who trust in the grace of God, they have peace of mind, why? 

Because they trust in God and not in themselves. They understand they can never do enough to earn their salvation, 

they understand that Jesus did more than enough for them at Calvary. 

That’s why Paul says that ‘the Lord Jesus Christ, gave himself’. It was God’s eternal purpose and will, that Jesus be 

offered as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of men, 1 Timothy 1:15. 

Now, this is a significant statement that Paul is beginning with here in the Galatian letter because this is what he’s 

going to build his argument upon against the legalisers. Paul is saying that all Christians are saved by the atonement 

of Jesus on the cross, not by our meritorious deeds and works of the law, Ephesians 1:3-6. 

The words ‘rescue us’ is the Greek word, ‘exaireo’ and it means to actively tear out. And so, what Paul is saying is, 

because of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Christians are torn out by obedient faith from this dark, 

wicked world in which we live. 

And who do we give the glory to? All glory must go to God, the Father. The glory doesn’t go to the church or the 

preacher, the church and the preacher must give all the glory to God, Galatians 6:13 / Ephesians 2:8-9. 
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Legalism promotes self-righteousness but for those of us who understand that they’re saved by grace, they will 

always give the glory to God for saving them, Luke 18:4 / 2 Corinthians 9:15. 

The legalist will always see the worst in other people, especially among their own brethren, this is why Paul gets 

fighting mad when Christians demand they’re right before God based upon the things that they do or the things they 

don’t do. 

We need to be on our guard against anyone preaching a Jesus plus Gospel. A Jesus plus Gospel says, ‘you have to 

come to worship’, ‘you have to study the Bible’, or ‘you have to do good deeds’. A Jesus plus Gospel puts demands 

in place where God has put no such demands. 

A Jesus plus Gospel demands that we change our lives, our thinking, or our attitude. And so, it comes up with a 

bunch of rules and regulations to make sure you keep in line with the other legalists. 

Legalism says God will love us if we change but the Gospel says God will change us because He loves us. The power 

to change isn’t within ourselves, it’s in the Gospel. 

We worship God because we want to, we study His word because we want to, and we do good deeds because we 

want to. And the reason we want to is because of Christ’s coming into this world to die for each of us and give us the 

hope of eternal life with Him in heaven. 

Rules and regulations can change people on the outside and force them to do certain things or stay away from certain 

things but rules and regulations can’t change people’s hearts, Ezekiel 36:26-27 / Ephesians 1:18-23. 

Paul says that God draws us into circumstances that require us to relate to Him through faith, trust, and complete 

dependence on Him. This ever-increasing state of faith, trust, and dependence come from our hearts. 

By trusting in and depending on God, and not trusting in the limited, temporal resources of the world, others, or 

myself, we shed the old dead skin off our sinful nature. 

This shedding process allows Christ to renew our minds through the increased presence of His Spirit who we are 

making room for in our hearts of trust and dependence. In other words, we choose to live the way God wants us to 

live. We choose to come and worship Him as He asks of us, we choose to study His word because we know we’ll 

draw closer to Him. 

We choose to do good deeds because that’s what Jesus did and we know that God gets pleasure when we do these 

things, 1 John 4:15-19. Just before Jesus’ final breath on the cross, His dying words recorded in John 19:30 were, ‘It 

is finished.’ Everything to do with our sins was dealt with at the cross. 

NO OTHER GOSPEL 

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion 

and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.” Galatians 1:6-7 

Paul expresses great astonishment and surprise about how quickly the Galatians have deserted the true Gospel. It’s 

almost as if Paul can’t believe what he’s heard, they’ve not long become Christians and left Judaism and now they 

want to mix Judaism with Christianity. No wonder he’s going to rebuke them later, Galatians 3:1. 
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Remember this church was only a few years old and Paul is amazed at how quickly they are accepting this legalistic 

teaching from these Judaizers. And so, Paul is trying to shock them into realising that there is a huge difference 

between what they are accepting and the truth of grace he had told them about. 

He says they were slowly but surely turning away from the truth and he’s writing to them to stop them from turning 

away from the freedom they had literally just gained in Christ. These Judaizers were presenting these Christians with 

a legalistic religion and Paul was having none of it. 

He deals with this kind of legalistic mindset over in Colossians too, Colossians 2:20-23. Paul says this kind of 

legalistic religion looks good, sounds good but all it does is appeal to man and his outward performance of 

religion, Galatians 4:8-10. 

Now, this mindset, this outward performance of religion isn’t anything new, Jesus had to deal with it, Matthew 23:6-

7. There is something appealing about this kind of religion and these religionists like to create a religion that appeals 

to the carnal desires of men to walk ceremoniously before others. 

But the problem is it has rules and regulations in place that God hadn’t stipulated. And all this religion produces is an 

atmosphere of judgementalism, where we end up judging ourselves and others, not by God’s standards but by your 

brethren’s standards, Galatians 6:13-14. 

In other words, because of the appeal of this different Gospel, the Galatians were chasing after what could be 

measured by sight and not measured by faith. They were deceived into thinking that the performance of codes was 

the road to spiritual growth. 

But what was it they were running from? They were running from their calling, they were running from the grace of 

Christ. The very thing which could save them, they were running from and Paul knew that these legalisers were 

actually attacking the grace of God. 

8 times Paul uses the word ‘grace’ throughout this letter and it means ‘unmerited love’ from God and so, they are 

running from their calling, they were running from the grace of Christ. 

But what exactly was it they were running towards? Paul says, ‘another Gospel’. The Greek word ‘heteros’ which is 

used here, is sometimes translated to the word, ‘different’. And the reason this Gospel was different was because it 

was counterfeit, it wasn’t the real deal, it was fake. 

Remember these Judaizing teachers were actually preaching the Gospel that Paul taught in reference to the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. The problem was that they were teaching a Jesus plus Gospel. They were adding 

requirements to the grace of God, which in effect said that what Jesus did wasn’t enough. 

What Paul is saying to the Galatians is that if anything is added to or taken away from the message he first preached 

to them, Romans 1:16, then you need to know it’s a counterfeit Gospel. 

Any legalistic system of religion not only destroys the fellowship of the church and the spirituality of the believers 

but also destroys our relationship with God, Galatians 5:4. 

Notice Paul didn’t name those who were causing so much confusion. We don’t know their names but we do know 

what they were doing. These people were causing tension in the church with their additions to the one true 

Gospel, Acts 15:1. 

These teachers hadn’t yet succeeded in completely leading the church astray, but Paul knew there was a real danger 

of that happening, Galatians 4:17. 
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What was happening was, that these false teachers were causing trouble by binding on the church those things God 

had never bound. Paul says they ‘are perverting the true Gospel’ which means they were changing the Gospel into a 

legal system of justification. 

When anyone adds to God’s redemption of man by His grace, they are going beyond what God requires for 

salvation, 2 John 9-10. They are going beyond the teaching of Christ and those who bind where God hasn’t bound, 

have gone beyond the freedom that we have in Christ, Galatians 5:1. 

The legalist is working in order to earn or merit their reward that is based on their performance of law. The grace 

centred Christian does good works and tries to please God because they know they are saved by grace, 1 Corinthians 

15:10. 

“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be 
under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than 

what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!” Galatians 1:8-9 

There’s no mistaking how serious Paul is concerning this matter. He says, ‘let me tell you something, if any heavenly 

being preaches anything which isn’t in line with what he taught, then God help them’. The word ‘curse’ is interesting, 

in Greek, it is the word ‘anathema’ and it means to ‘ban’ or ‘excommunicate’. 

But Paul takes the meaning even further, he’s talking about total destruction, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9. Paul is saying 

that these Judaizers will suffer because they are denying the all-sufficient atonement of the cross that came by the 

grace of God. And he’s so serious about anyone perverting the Gospel that he tells them twice what will be their 

outcome. 

“Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still 
trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 

Paul very quickly contests those who were accusing him of seeking the favour of human beings by preaching those 

things that pleased men. In other words, Paul was telling them the truth which is something he will remind them of 

again later, Galatians 4:15. 

Paul is not preaching in order to escape the persecution of those Judaizing teachers, he understood all too well what 

persecution was all about, he was on the receiving end of it many times. But he also understood that these legalistic 

brethren were trying to avoid persecution, Galatians 6:12. 

These unbelieving Jews followed Paul from city to city, making plots to stir up the audience against him or plots to 

kill him. And if Paul were preaching to please men, then he certainly wouldn’t have been enduring this constant 

persecution. 

Paul is describing people here who profess Christ but their lives are denying what their lips are 

confessing, Philippians 3:18-19. He calls them enemies of the cross. Why? 

Because they are walking in a way that denies the priority of pursuing Christ-likeness. Paul says here in Galatians 

that if he was preaching to please people, he wouldn’t be a true servant of Christ. 

If we’re not serving the one true God who gave us the one True Gospel, then it may be because we haven’t heard the 

True Gospel, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. Anyone who presents a different Gospel from the Gospel we were taught, and 

obeyed, a Gospel that says, ‘we can be saved through trusting Jesus but we have to do something else to merit our 

salvation’. 
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PAUL CALLED BY GOD 

“I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did not receive it from 
any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:11-12 

Many people have been accused of many things and the apostle Paul was no exception. The Jews time and time again 

accused Paul of not being a true apostle and so, time and time again Paul had to defend his apostleship. 

When it comes to legalism and legalists, they always use the same tactics and very often they will deny God’s 

authority in order to promote their own authority. And if they can’t discredit the message we’re preaching, they will 

try and discredit us but when we’re preaching truth, no one can argue. 

These Judaizers were questioning Paul and his apostleship and when they failed, they went on to try and discredit 

Paul the Christian. And so, Paul says, ‘listen, my message to you was not invented by men, I didn’t receive it from 

any man, and it wasn’t taught to him by men’. 

In other words, the Gospel Paul preached wasn’t the invention of Paul or any man. It wasn’t the accumulated 

theology of men who put together their ideas to formulate religious teaching. And Paul says, contrary to what these 

Judaizing teachers were doing, Paul preached what was revealed to Him from God. 

The true Gospel didn’t originate from the oral proclamation of myths and fables, doctrines and teachings of Jewish 

rabbis or storytellers. It was revealed from God to man through Jesus and the apostles. 

The true Gospel came to Paul through a direct revelation from God. The word ‘revelation’ is the Greek word 

‘apokalupsis’ and it means an ‘uncovering, a removal of the veil, a disclosure of what was previously unknown’. 

In other words, the Gospel was previously unknown to Paul, until God unveiled it directly to him. And so, for Paul, 

this revelation ‘began’ by Jesus’ personal revelation to him on the road to Damascus and it continued as more truth 

was revealed to Paul, possibly while he was in Arabia. 

Yes, the Galatian letter was written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but loved ones, it contains no new 

revelations to the Galatians. 

The Galatians had been taught the revelation Paul had received concerning the truth of the Gospel. And through Paul, 

the Holy Spirit is now rebuking them not to forsake what they already know. 

“For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to 
destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for 

the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, 
was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not 
to consult any human being. I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into 

Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.” Galatians 1:13-17 

Paul’s former way of life, was a life in the Jewish religion and remember when the church was first established in 

Jerusalem and Judea, Paul’s way of life was to destroy the church, Acts 8:1-3. And so, Paul’s former way of life was 

something he wasn’t proud of, but with the Gospel comes power, the power to change lives. 

And it was through divine intervention, that Paul’s former way of life changed. His sincerity and the Gospel took him 

from being the persecutor to becoming the persecuted. He understood that the power of the Gospel can change 

people’s lives, 1 Timothy 1:15. 
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By the time of the coming of Jesus and the establishment of the early church, the Jews had moved away from the true 

faith that was based on the law of the Old Testament. 

With the addition of Jewish religious traditions, the Jews thought that their covenant relationship with God was based 

on the conditions that they had created after their own traditions. 

And so, when the church was established, a new confrontation came on the scene. The confrontation was between 

those of the legal works-oriented religion of Judaism, and those who trusted in God through faith. 

It was those of the Jewish religion who put Jesus on the cross and persecuted the Christians who had accepted the 

grace of God through faith. 

The Jews of Judaism persecuted the Jews who were sons of God by faith. The Jews who were sons of God by faith 

were considered liberal by the Jews who were in the bondage of their own religious institutions. 

Paul came from in terms of his Jewishness, Paul says he was advancing. He was excelling way beyond his peers in 

learning the religious customs and laws of the Jewish religion, Philippians 3:5-6. 

Like many Jews of his time, he was fanatical about maintaining the purity of Judaism and his growth in this religious 

system, Acts 9:1-2. Not anyone could just walk in and see the high priest and ask for letters, Paul was respected 

enough to be able to speak to the people in authority. 

In other words, when Paul is writing to these Galatians he’s telling them, ‘listen, I know what I’m talking about.’ 

In contrast to the two commands of Christ, to love God with everything you’ve got and love your neighbour as 

yourself. The Pharisees had developed a system of 613 laws, 365 negative commands and 248 positive laws. By the 

time Christ came, it had produced a heartless, cold, and arrogant brand of righteousness. 

Accountability to God was replaced by accountability to men. These laws reduced a person’s ability to personally 

discern and it created a judgmental spirit. The Pharisees had confused personal preferences with divine law. Their 

law was full of inconsistencies and they created a false standard of righteousness. 

It became a burden to the Jews and it was strictly external and Paul says, ‘I’ve been there, I’ve done that, I’ve got the 

graduation papers to prove it.’ 

But he also says, he repented of that way of life a long time ago. He repented from following a religion that had been 

formed after the traditions of men, a religion that assumed that obedience to the law in and of itself would justify a 

person before God. 

Even though Paul worked hard, even though he was driven by the legal obedience of the law to get to where he was 

in Judaism. He says he works even harder now, not because he has to but because he’s driven by grace, 1 Corinthians 

15:10. 

And so, Paul says he now believed that before his birth, ‘God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called 

me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles’. 

In other words, Paul is saying my life has been transformed so much, that it could only happen by the fact that he had 

a divine encounter with the Lord Jesus. His conversion was the result of the direct hand of God and the change in 

Paul’s life wasn’t the result of his work. God knew what He was going to do with Paul before he was even born. 
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Remember that predestination isn’t God taking over man’s will, predestination is God determining certain things to 

occur ahead of time. When we read our Bible, we read about ‘predestination’, but it’s always in relation to works that 

God has prepared in advance. 

Paul had a choice and he could have declined God’s plan but God never predestines anyone for salvation. And so, 

Paul says the Father specifically and uniquely revealed Jesus to Paul in order to call him to his apostleship for the 

Gentiles. 

His call was the work of God, not man, it was by grace, not by Paul’s work, 2 Corinthians 4:6. Paul’s argument here 

was to confirm the divine origin of his message. He was not, like the Judaizing teachers, promoting a man-made 

system of religion that was invented and broadcasted by a group of teachers who demanded conformity to a system of 

belief. 

Since God had directly revealed what he preached, he did not need to conform to the whims of those who sought to 

bind where God had not bound. And to prove his point, Paul says that he went to Arabia. 

If Paul had confided immediately with those in Jerusalem, then there would be the accusation that he received his 

appointment from either the apostles or false brethren who were influential Judaizers in Jerusalem, Acts 9:22-

23 / Galatians 2:4. 

But the point is Paul was kept by God, from the influence of the Jewish-oriented church in Jerusalem by going to 

Arabia. He didn’t go to Jerusalem until three years after his conversion, during which time he was already preaching 

the Gospel of grace. 

We aren’t told what part of Arabia he went to, or exactly why he went and we don’t know how long he stayed in the 

actual region of Arabia. It’s possible that he went there for personal solitude and consultation with God. 

The point is that Paul wants the Galatian brethren to know that he isn’t proclaiming an invented religion after the 

traditions of men, as is the case with the former religion of Judaism that he promoted. 

“Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw 
none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no 

lie. Then I went to Syria and Cilicia”. Galatians 1:18-21 

Paul isn’t promoting a Jewish influenced Christianity of Jerusalem, after his time of conversion, three years later, 

Paul goes to Jerusalem. 

Paul’s purpose for going to Jerusalem wasn’t to be instructed in the truth of the Gospel. He went to become 

acquainted with Peter or Cephas as the NIV has it. 

He visited Jerusalem for fifteen days and moved freely in the city, boldly preaching and disputing with the Hellenist 

Jews, Acts 9:28-29. The Hellenist Jews were converts among the Jews who had returned to Judea after having lived 

abroad in the Greek world, and still spoke Greek and had adopted Greek cultural elements. 

Paul says whilst he was in Jerusalem, he saw no other apostles except the Lord’s physical brother James. And notice 

what Paul says here, he says, ‘what I am writing you is no lie.’ 

Paul wants to make it very clear that he wasn’t commissioned by the Christ-sent apostles or any other man, he was 

sent forth directly by God. 
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Paul wants the Galatians to clearly understand that what he has taught and what he was teaching didn’t originate from 

any influence from Jerusalem, Galatians 2:13-14. And he wants to stop the influence of those who are moving among 

the churches in an effort to destroy the young churches through their system of legalistic religion. 

And so, when Paul returned to his homeland on this occasion, he certainly didn’t keep silent about what he had 

experienced during the three years in Damascus and Arabia. Some believe that he stayed in the area of Cilicia and 

Tarsus for five to seven years, but again we simply don’t know how long he stayed there. 

But we do know that he went back to his home country in order to announce to friends and family the grace of God 

that had now been poured out on mankind from a cross outside Jerusalem. It may be that while Paul was in Cilicia he 

didn’t comprehend the extent of his commission to the Gentiles. 

But whatever the reason, Barnabas went to get him and bring him to Antioch of Syria, Acts 11:25-26. Paul may have 

been unaware of the tremendous growth of the Gentile church in Antioch. And so, Barnabas took him to a church that 

reminded Paul of the great things God was doing among the Gentiles. 

And it was from this church, Paul would be sent forth to the Gentile world, a mission he had received about ten years 

before in the city of Damascus. 

“I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the report: “The man who 
formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they praised God because of me.” 

Galatians 1:22-24 

Paul was well-known for his persecution against the Lord’s church but he wasn’t personally known by face to the 

members of the church in the area of Judea outside the city of Jerusalem. 

And if anything, at least they now know that Paul is preaching ‘the faith’. He’s not just preaching any old kind of 

faith but ‘the faith’, Jude 3. 

Here was a man who was going places in Judaism and had a great reputation as a Jew. Here was a man who was so 

misguidedly zealous for the Lord, to the point where he went all over the place to find Christians and persecute them. 

He went from being a legalistic Jew to becoming a grace centred Christian. No wonder the brethren in Judea praised 

God for Paul. 

CHAPTER 2 

“Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. I went in 
response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I 
preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. Yet not 

even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek”. Galatians 2:1-3 

PAUL ACCEPTED BY THE APOSTLES 

After defending his apostleship, and everyone praised God for Paul’s conversion, Paul now goes on to speak about 

the time he went up to Jerusalem. 
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Paul made several trips to Jerusalem after his conversion, in Acts 9:26-30 and Galatians 1:18 we find that Paul went 

there to meet the apostles. 

In Acts 11:27-30 we find Paul taking famine relief to Judea. In Acts 15 he attended the Jerusalem meeting when the 

church dealt with the matter of legalism. In Acts 18:22 Paul greeted the church after the second missionary journey. 

In Acts 21:15-23 Paul made a last evangelistic effort after the third missionary journey. 

And when Paul mentions he went to Jerusalem ‘again’ here in Galatians 2:1, I believe he’s referring to Acts 15, 

because it’s in Acts 15 we find the occasion when the church met to deal with the threat of the Judaizing teachers. 

In Judea, there’s a bunch of men talking about circumcision and what they’re saying is that no one can be saved 

unless they’re circumcised. 

Paul and Barnabas don’t agree and decide to head to Jerusalem to take up the topic with the twelve apostles and 

elders to get their opinion. Some of the Christians there say that male converts need to be circumcised because a 

follower of Jesus still has to follow the laws of Moses. 

Peter stands up and tells everyone that God is good with the Gentiles. If He wants to give them the Holy Spirit, He 

will, despite what the Jews think of the Gentiles. 

Paul and Barnabas agree and tell all kinds of stories about how faithful and Spirit-filled the new Gentile Christians 

are. James also tells everyone that he agrees with Peter and he decides that there are only a few things Gentiles need 

to avoid. They shouldn’t worship idols, have sex outside of marriage, eat any animal that hasn’t been ritually 

slaughtered, or drink animal blood. 

And so, after some debate, the apostles write up a letter that Paul and Barnabas will circulate to the Gentile believers 

and in Antioch, everyone is glad to hear the news. And that’s what’s happening and that’s what Paul is dealing with 

in this chapter. 

He’s referring to that very meeting that was held in Jerusalem. He’s dealing with the legalistic Judaizers who were 

saying you have to believe in Jesus for salvation but you also need to be circumcised and follow the Law of Moses. 

Notice he also mentions that he took Barnabas with him, Barnabas whose name means ‘the son of encouragement’, 

which was exactly that, an encouragement. He personally went with Paul to many places, he was his travelling 

companion on some of his missionary journeys. 

Barnabas literally was an encouragement to Paul and all the saints he helped and worked with and we still remember 

him today for his encouragement. 

Paul says that not only was Barnabas with him but Titus was with him too. Titus was possibly one of the converts 

from the Antioch of Syria church since this is the first time we see him in the company of Paul. 

We know that Paul wrote a letter to Titus and since Paul and Barnabas returned from the first journey to Antioch, we 

know that Titus, this Gentile believer accompanied Paul to Jerusalem for the meeting of Acts 15. 

Notice again that Paul says the message to go to Jerusalem came by ‘revelation’. In other words, God sent Paul to 

Jerusalem. The significance of the Acts 15 Jerusalem meeting is seen in the fact that God instructed Paul to be 

present at this meeting, Acts 15:1-2. 

God sent Paul to Jerusalem to stop the onslaught of Jewish legalism that was invading the church. And it was while 

Paul was in Jerusalem here in Acts 15 that he explained to those present the things he’s been doing among the 

Gentiles. 
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He wanted the Galatians to know that he didn’t go for the purpose of either receiving instruction from the apostles or 

to be sent forth by the apostles. 

He went to announce his mission among the Gentiles that God had commissioned him to do. He went to inform the 

apostles that the message he preached wasn’t a Gospel plus circumcision and works. 

And look at how he described those who were accepted as leaders in the church, ‘those who were held in high 

esteem.’ Galatians 2:6. ‘Those esteemed as pillars.’ Galatians 2:9. He’s obviously talking about Peter, John and 

James, the Lord’s brother. All of whom except Peter were killed by Herod, Acts 12:1-2, before that meeting in Acts 

15. 

It’s also significant to note that Paul’s meeting with the apostles and elders was first in private. Why? Well, he simply 

wanted to make sure that the church hadn’t been influenced by the Judaizing teachers before the matter was taken 

before the church. 

Paul says he did it privately because “he wanted to be sure he was not running and had not been running his race in 

vain.’ In other words, he wanted to make sure that he and the other apostles were in total agreement in his mission to 

the Gentiles, Acts 15:24. 

Paul says that Titus went to Jerusalem as a representative of the Gentile Christians. Once the legalistic Jewish 

brethren in the church of Jerusalem realised that he was a Gentile, they compelled him to be circumcised. In the mind 

of the Judaizing teachers, Titus wasn’t saved because he hadn’t been circumcised. 

Paul was never going to bind anything on anyone, either culturally or religiously and make it a necessity for 

salvation. He simply didn’t allow these false brethren to get away with their theology of binding circumcision and 

Jewish ceremonies. 

“This matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ 
Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be 

preserved for you”. Galatians 2:4-5 

Anyone who seeks to bind their legal requirements on the church will often resort to these extreme measures in order 

to add support to their position. 

What they are actually trying to do is, put Christians back into bondage. But Paul says throughout this letter that 

Christians have been set free from those bondages, Galatians 3:25 / Galatians 4:3 / Galatians 4:9 / Galatians 5:1. 

When the Bible talks about Christian freedom, it’s not talking about we’re free to do whatever we like, whenever we 

like. The Bible says we’re free from those old laws of bondage, James 1:25. 

In Christ, there is law to direct the moral behaviour of Christians but it’s a law of choice. God gives us the guidelines 

and principles but Christians are given the liberty as to how those principles are to be applied. 

In other words, the law of Christ gives liberty from the necessity of perfect law-keeping, James 2:10. Paul is saying 

that these Judaizing teachers, were compelling believers to return to a system of law-keeping that didn’t bring 

justification but Paul was having none of it, neither was Barnabas or Titus. 

They all understood that giving into these false ideas of religion meant they would have to give up their freedom in 

Christ, Galatians 5:1-2. 

So why wouldn’t they give in? Paul says in order that, ‘the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you’. God’s 

grace has delivered us from the bondage of having to keep the law perfectly in order to be justified before God or to 
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perform meritorious deeds in order to seek atonement for our sin. This is the truth that the Gospel brings freedom to 

all those who are in bondage. 

“As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not show 
favouritism—they added nothing to my message. On the contrary, they recognized that I had been entrusted with the 

task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. For God, who was at 
work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles. James, Cephas 
and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the 
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. All they asked was 
that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along.” Galatians 2:6-10 

Paul tells us the purpose of the Jerusalem visit was threefold. He wanted the Galatians to know that the leaders in 

Jerusalem didn’t add to his message of the truth of the Gospel. 

The leaders in Jerusalem gave Barnabas and him the right hand of fellowship. And finally, the Jerusalem leadership 

encouraged him to remember the poor, which was something the Judaizing teachers may not have been doing. 

There were men of great reputation in the church of Jerusalem, men like Peter, James, Silas and John but Paul wanted 

the Galatians to know that God didn’t have the respect of persons that was so common among some leaders, Romans 

2:11. In fact, God has never been more favourable to one person over another, Deuteronomy 10:17. 

When Paul met with these leaders, they didn’t add any new truth to what he already knew but more importantly, they 

weren’t adding works of law or merit to the truth of the Gospel. 

Notice that Paul uses the phrase, ‘the gospel of the uncircumcised.’ Peter, James and John immediately recognised 

that Paul was given a mission to the Gentiles. This mission had been given to him as a specific mission in much the 

same way that Peter was given a specific mission to preach to the Jews. 

God was working through Paul just as much as He was working through Peter, Romans 12:4 and God’s work through 

both Paul and Peter was successful. And like I mentioned earlier Peter, James and John recognised that Paul’s work 

among the Gentiles was the work of God. 

And when they recognised this, they extended to Paul and Barnabas their full agreement and blessing that they 

continue their mission to the Gentiles. And what was that mission? To preach the truth of the Gospel and bring 

people into a covenant of freedom in Christ. 

What Paul is doing here is arguing that Peter, James and John agreed with his mission that was given to him directly 

by Jesus. Because Peter, James and John resided in what seemed to be the seat of Jewish legalism in Jerusalem. The 

Judaizing teachers falsely assumed that they would side with them on the matter against Paul. 

And so, in order to make sure that the Judaizing teachers had no support from the church in Jerusalem, the apostles, 

elders and the whole church sent the letter we read in Acts 15:23-29. 

In the letter, they stated that the legalistic Judaizing teachers had been given no such authorisation from the Jerusalem 

church, Acts 15:24. The legalists were now on their own, they had cut themselves off from the family of believers by 

their teaching of binding laws where God had not bound. 

Remember it wasn’t Paul’s mission to specifically minister to the poor, it was his mission to preach the Gospel and 

remember the poor. In accomplishing his mission, he was encouraged by Peter, James and John to remember that we 

must work together to help those who were the victims of the circumstances, 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. 
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The unified teaching of both Paul and the other apostles was that both agreed concerning correct teaching, but also 

correct Christian benevolent behaviour. Because correct teaching will always produce unity among those who seek to 

do the will of the Father, Philippians 1:27. 

PAUL OPPOSES CEPHAS 

“When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men 
came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate 

himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews 
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray”. Galatians 2:11-13 

It’s evident that sometime after the Jerusalem meeting in Acts 15, Paul returned to Antioch. However, Peter and 

Barnabas had already gone to Antioch before Paul arrived. And so, the incident which we’re dealing with in these 

verses happened before Paul arrived in Antioch. 

Peter and Barnabas were withdrawing from the Gentiles because they were afraid of the Judaizing delegation from 

Jerusalem. And so, when Paul finally arrived, this separation had already taken place. In the eyes of the Jewish 

legalists of Jerusalem, the church in Antioch was not saved, Acts 15:1 / Acts 15:5. 

They were teaching that these newly converted Gentile Christians weren’t saved and so they sent out a bunch of men 

to convert other churches to their beliefs, Galatians 6:13. 

Paul says their mission was to go from church to church, binding where God had not bound, and so go about saving 

the saved. And at the same time, they were sending back glorious reports about how many had been circumcised. 

Paul says they zealously built relationships with young Gentile churches in order to bring them into their fellowship 

and so separate them from the influence of Paul, Galatians 4:17. 

This is what Paul is dealing with here, he’s dealing with a bunch of people who want religion but they want it done 

and practised their way. And the sad thing about it was, that Peter and Barnabas were just as bad, if not even worse. 

It’s interesting that Paul uses Peter’s name interchangeably depending on the context, especially here in this chapter. I 

don’t know why he does that, but here in Galatians 2:11, Paul calls him Cephas. Remember that Peter is his Greek 

name and Cephas is his Aramaic name. 

I think it’s possible that Paul is calling him Cephas here because his actions represented an Old Testament mindset 

regarding Gentiles. 

Paul has already opposed the legalists in Jerusalem and now he’s opposing them again here in Antioch. The Greek 

word ‘anthistemi’ that is translated as ‘opposed’ here is actually a military term that refers to resisting an attack. 

When anyone comes along and adds to the Gospel of Christ they are actually attacking the Gospel of Christ. They are 

actually dividing the body of Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. 

Notice how Paul opposed Cephas, ‘to his face’. Paul is saying that even public confrontation with a respected brother 

or sister in the Lord is sometimes necessary, especially if the truth of the Gospel is in danger of being compromised. 

What Peter did brought him under condemnation, Peter was yielding to the legalist’s idea of meritorious works. In 

other words, he was being a hypocrite and why was he being a hypocrite? 

Because he has a short memory, the great Peter who said, he would never leave the Lord, the great Peter who said he 

would never deny Jesus. The great Peter who preached the very first Gospel of grace sermon in Acts 2. 
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The great Peter who in Acts 10-11 received a special vision from the Lord Himself informing him that the Gentiles 

were to be received into fellowship without any meritorious conditions attached. 

No wonder Paul opposed him to his face, Peter’s actions didn’t reflect what he preached. And like we will see later, 

Peter, and those who withdrew with him were violating the fundamental teaching concerning church unity. 

Peter was manifesting support for the teaching of those who denied justification by faith. He was manifesting 

behaviour that would bring the believers again into the bondage of the law, and so they were destroying the freedom 

we have in Christ. 

The actions of Peter attacked the oneness of all races in Christ. The very nature of the truth of the Gospel was under 

attack and the sufficiency of the grace of God was being denied. And so, if what happened in Antioch was allowed to 

spread throughout the world, the church would go out of existence. 

Our lives need to be a true reflection of what we believe, James 1:22-25. Paul says, Peter used to eat with the Gentiles 

but when these legalists came along he withdrew from the Gentiles because he was scared of them. In other words, 

Peter’s action proclaimed a different Gospel from the one he was preaching. 

The Gospel he preached was a Gospel of grace and because his actions didn’t preach grace he ended up under 

condemnation at this point of his life. 

And look at the influence these legalisers had on the church. All the Jewish brethren in Antioch, and even Barnabas, 

surrendered to the legalistic teaching from Jerusalem. And can’t you just feel the pain that our Gentile brethren must 

have been going through during this. 

Think about it, they had just been accepted by the Jewish brethren as part of the Lord’s church with no conditions 

attached before these legalisers came along. But now, they are all alone, those who should have known better had 

withdrawn from them. 

I can imagine just how to let down they must have felt, confused with their brethren, confused about the Gospel. 

Lonely, not knowing if they are right with God or not, where do they turn to now? 

“When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You 
are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish 

customs?” Galatians 2:14 

Paul realised that if Peter’s actions became a common practice in the church, the truth of the Gospel would be 

destroyed. In other words, the church of the free would cease to exist. 

And so, because of that Paul begins his rebuke of Peter and the rest of the Jews in Antioch by pointing out that before 

the legal delegation came from Jerusalem, they had lived in close fellowship with the Gentile brethren. 

And so, Paul asks if they, the Jews, would encourage the Gentiles to live like the Jews. Earlier we found Paul 

opposing Peter face to face but here we find Paul opposing Peter publicly. 

That’s because Peter’s actions and the actions of the Antioch Jews were so serious. So, serious in fact that Paul 

thought it was necessary to take the whole matter before the entire church, Matthew 18:15-17. 

“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ. So, we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not 

by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.” Galatians 2:15-16 
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Paul began this address as a message to Peter, but he goes on to explain what he means to the Jews in general. In 

these first two chapters, Paul started by using historical events and the encounters he had with these Judaizing 

teachers. And the reason he started with those is because of what he says here. 

Paul says that ‘justification comes through faith, not by works’. The word ‘justified’ is the Greek word, ‘dikaioo’ and 

it means to render or regard as just or innocent. In other words, when we allow God to do the justifying, it’s ‘just as 

if’ we’ve never sinned. 

And Paul, as well as all the faithful Jews who believed in Jesus, realised that salvation couldn’t be acquired through 

perfect works of law or meritorious attempts to atone for sin, Psalm 14:1-3 / Acts 13:38. 

In other words, until Jesus came on the scene the Jews and the Gentiles knew that they couldn’t really be right with 

God by works of law, Romans 3:20. 

No one can keep any law perfectly in order to justify themselves before God, and so demand salvation, Ephesians 

2:8-9. And so how do we get right with God? Well, Paul tells us, he says a person is justified by having ‘faith in Jesus 

Christ’. 

Now the original text is important here, because it actually says, ‘faith of Christ’, which means the emphasis isn’t on 

our faith, but on the faith of Jesus in going to the cross. Our being right with God has got nothing to do with anything 

we have done or can do, it’s all about what Jesus has done and continues to do today, Hebrews 5:8-9. 

It was because of the justification that came as a result of the faith of Jesus, Paul says that he, as well as all other Jews 

who were children of Abraham by faith, believed in Jesus. In other words, they realised that law brings 

condemnation, not commendation. 

Because when anyone violates any kind of law, condemnation is always the result. The law can’t save us, keeping 

any law can’t save us and that’s because the law was never given as a means of salvation, it was given that we might 

recognise our condemnation. 

On the other hand, grace brings commendation and it’s under grace a person is commended for good by God. Grace 

doesn’t say you don’t have to work, grace motivates us to work harder for the Lord, not because we have to but 

because we want to, 1 Corinthians 15:10. 

Some Bibles say, ‘the law’ which would lead us to think Paul is talking about the Law of Moses but the word ‘the’ 

isn’t in the original text which tells us Paul is talking about any law, any form of religious law-keeping can’t make us 

right with God. 

Now we can only imagine what’s going through the minds of those Galatians who are reading this letter. But we 

don’t have to imagine too hard because Paul is anticipating what some of the arguments against justification by faith 

will be. 

“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that 
Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.” Galatians 

2:17-18 

Because Paul anticipates a legalistic argument, he’s thinking about what the legalists would think. And their 

argument is basically saying, if we’re made right with God simply by having faith in Christ and God’s grace, then we 

can simply carry on sinning. In other words, they wanted to abuse the grace of God, Galatians 5:6 / Galatians 

5:13 / Jude 4. 

Just because we are justified by faith and grace, doesn’t mean we can live our lives in any way we want to. Christians 

aren’t under law as a meritorious code of conduct, we’re under law as a direction of life. 
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Obedience to law isn’t based on merit to obtain salvation but obedience is based on the fact that salvation has already 

been obtained through faith in God’s grace. In other words, Christians, don’t work for their salvation, they work 

because of their salvation. 

Paul says, ‘if I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker’, which basically means if he goes back 

to a system of law-keeping, he would be found to be a transgressor of the new covenant of Christ. 

He says he would become a transgressor of the law of grace and faith if he went back to that system of religion. He 

becomes a transgressor simply because he would be giving up on God’s forgiving grace in his life, Galatians 5:4. 

Paul says there is absolutely no way he would return to trying to be right with God through law-keeping. And so, 

Paul continues with his argument against those who are teaching that Christians accept Jesus but still need to observe 

the Old Testament laws. 

“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died 

for nothing!” Galatians 2:19-21 

Please note the word, ‘the’ used here, isn’t in the original text. Paul is talking about any law in general and he says 

that he died to law in the sense that he recognised that law couldn’t bring justification before God. 

Any law which requires any kind of meritorious justification only brings condemnation, not life. And the reason for 

that is simple, we’ve all sinned and sin condemns and brings death as Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23 tell us. 

And so, we all have to die to law to be right with God, in order for us to ‘live for God’. Paul is essentially saying that 

law brings death, for all have sinned but Jesus brought life, for He revealed the grace of God. 

When was Paul crucified with Christ? When did Christ take up residence in Paul? It was at his baptism, at his 

baptism he received the forgiveness of his sins and he made a commitment to God that he would live for Christ and 

not for himself, Romans 6:3-6. 

Paul isn’t arguing about the importance of baptism here, he’s arguing about how a Christian can live without sin in 

their lives because of what takes place at our baptism. And so, when a Christian experiences God’s grace at their 

baptism and throughout their Christian life, their life changes because change is a natural response to grace. 

Paul is saying that the grace of God did away with the necessity of being justified by perfect law-keeping. And he 

reminds us again, ‘if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!’ 

Paul says if anyone wants to go backwards and try and be right with God through law-keeping then Jesus died for 

nothing. Yes, Paul worked, but not for his salvation, God’s grace didn’t cancel works of obedience to God’s will. 

Paul worked because he was motivated by the love and appreciation of what God had done for him, 2 Corinthians 

4:13-15. Under grace, Christians work because of what they have, that is, their salvation but if a Christian wants to 

live under law, then that Christian is constantly working in order to receive it. 

CHAPTER 3 

“You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as 
crucified.” Galatians 3:1 
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FAITH OR WORKS OF THE LAW 

Paul begins by asking a series of questions to shock them into the reality concerning what they were actually doing, 

which was turning away from the grace of God. 

Paul is amazed that they are being enticed by the Judaizing teachers to return to a covenant of 

condemnation, Galatians 1:6. 

Paul says the Galatians are so spiritually dull, that he asks the questions, ‘Who has bewitched you?’ This carries with 

it the idea of someone casting a spell over you and in the original Greek it literally says, ‘to give an evil eye.’ 

In other words, they have temporarily lost their reasoning concerning the very nature of how a person is saved. And 

because some were giving them the evil eye, they were seduced into taking their eyes off Jesus. 

Paul reminds them of Who they should be looking at by saying, ‘before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 

portrayed as crucified.’ 

The Galatians had taken their eyes off the Jesus that had been preached to them by Paul. They had cast their eyes 

upon the proposals of the Judaizing teachers and were fascinated by what they were teaching. 

Paul says Christ and His crucifixion were ‘clearly portrayed’ to them, in other words, it was announced publicly. Paul 

had preached Jesus Christ and His crucifixion in such a vivid manner that it was as if they had personally experienced 

the crucifixion in Galatia. 

They took their minds off Christ and started to focus on themselves and Paul was astonished by how quickly they 

were turning away from the Gospel. 

The word ‘fixing’ in Hebrews 12:1-2, literally means to glue, to stick and so, we need to permanently glue our eyes 

on Jesus because whenever we take our eyes off of Him, we can easily be led astray by the fascination of something 

else. 

And so, after asking the first question, Paul goes on to ask another question. 

“I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing 
what you heard?” Galatians 3:2 

Now, what does Paul mean here? Is he referring to their baptism when they received the Holy Spirit? Or is he 

referring to the time an apostle laid his hands upon them to receive the miraculous gifts? The simple answer is, we 

simply don’t know. 

Paul worked many miracles among them, Acts 15:12, and we know that he had established churches in this region on 

the first missionary journey, as well as, visited them on the second. And I’m certain that he would have laid hands on 

those members with whom he had personal contact. 

We also need to remember Peter later went through this region and also would have laid hands on the members of the 

church on whom Paul hadn’t laid hands in order that they receive the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. 

We can’t be sure but if Paul does have in mind the miraculous receiving of the Spirit by the laying on of his hands, 

then his argument is quite forceful. 
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He’s actually telling them if they had received the Spirit by the laying on of the hands of those who preached the 

Gospel of grace, then they didn’t receive the Spirit as a result of some meritorious work they performed or by their 

perfect obedience to law. 

Because the Spirit Himself was a free gift that came as a result of God’s grace. The authority to exercise the 

miraculous gifts of the Spirit was a free gift, the apostles didn’t earn the gift, and neither did the Galatians, Matthew 

10:7-8 / 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

Paul continues and asks yet another question. 

“Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 
Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain?” Galatians 3:3-4 

Paul says that they are so ‘foolish’ which in Greek means, ‘spiritually dull’, they can’t see just how foolish their 

actions are. The Holy Spirit initiated salvation by bringing to them the Gospel through inspired preaching. 

They now assume that they can complete the work of the Spirit by adding their meritorious deeds or works of law-

keeping through circumcision and ceremonies. 

In the previous chapter, they were thinking that Christ didn’t do enough on the cross and here in this chapter, they are 

thinking that the Holy Spirit didn’t do enough. They forgot how their spiritual life began, it began in Christ. 

And so, Paul is asking them how can they add or do anything more to complete their salvation? Galatians 

3:11 / Galatians 4:9. We must be careful not to fall into the trap of thinking that observing law and keeping traditions 

will actually help us spiritually. 

We know that when Paul was preaching in Galatia he suffered great persecution and this persecution originated from 

the Jews who wanted to stamp out the movement of Christianity since it was taking many from Judaism. 

This persecution was certainly one motivation for the Judaizing teachers to go on their campaign to recruit the 

Galatian churches, Galatians 4:17. We also know that these legalisers wanted to escape the persecution their fellow 

Jews were receiving, Galatians 6:12. 

Remember in the early years of the beginning of the Galatian churches, there was a lot of persecution from the Jews 

and so, Paul is basically asking, what was the point of going through all that persecution, if you’re going to give into 

them and compromise the Gospel? 

Paul moves on to his next question. 

“So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your 
believing what you heard?” Galatians 3:5 

When Paul demonstrated his work among the Galatians before the Jerusalem meeting in Acts 15, the Jerusalem 

brethren stood silent. Paul and Barnabas had preached the cross on the first missionary journey and the Lord 

confirmed their preaching by the miraculous works of the Spirit, Acts 15:12. 

Jesus said this would happen, Mark 16:20, and the Hebrew writer says the same, Hebrews 2:3-4. But not only had the 

Spirit worked miracles through Paul and Barnabas but also the gifts of the Spirit were given to the Galatians through 

the laying on of Paul’s hands, Acts 19:1-6. 

Paul is questioning their sensibility and he’s asking them, did the Spirit do all this miraculous work based on their 

meritorious law-keeping or their hearing and obeying the Gospel? 
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And once again the answer is obvious, the Spirit was working in and through them because they simply obeyed the 

Gospel. 

“So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, then, that those who 
have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith and announced the 

gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” So, those who rely on faith are blessed 
along with Abraham, the man of faith.” Galatians 3:6-9 

Paul now resorts to the Judaizer’s favourite Old Testament characters whom they used in their arguments to convince 

the Galatians to return to circumcision and ceremonies of the Old Testament law. 

Paul lays out God’s salvation by grace under the Old Testament law and how the obedient life of Abraham proves 

that we are justified before God by faith. 

Paul tells them that Abraham was justified, which means being right with God before he came into a special covenant 

relationship with God. In other words, Paul is saying that the covenant didn’t make Abraham righteous before God. 

A little later Paul is going to remind them Abraham was made righteous even before the Old Testament Law was 

given, Galatians 3:17. 

Paul’s point is that neither the Old Testament law nor God’s personal covenant with Abraham or Israel is now 

necessary for the salvation of the Galatians. 

Remember we’re dealing with a bunch of legalisers who are trying to teach that Jesus didn’t do enough to save us and 

so, they said, we have to accept Jesus but also keep the old laws and be circumcised. 

But what Paul wants to do is remind them that it was Abraham’s obedient faith, not his meritorious works of law that 

justified him before God, James 2:21. 

It was Abraham’s faith that moved him to obedience because without that faith he wouldn’t have acted, Hebrews 

11:17-19. The Hebrew writer tells us that the justifying action of offering Isaac was founded upon Abraham’s faith 

and he trusted that God could raise people from the dead. 

And it was because of that faith, his actions and trust in God, that it was ‘credited to him as righteousness.’ The 

Greek word translated ‘credited’ means something is accredited to the account of another. 

In other words, righteousness is accredited to the account of Abraham and all who walk by faith. The accounting or 

accrediting doesn’t happen as a result of our performance of law in order to earn righteousness. No one is credited as 

a result of meritorious good works. 

When Abraham had no son, God made the promise in Genesis 15 that He would be the father of many nations, not 

just the nation of Israel. 

A little later in Genesis 17:3-5 God makes another promise to him and says, Gentiles, who were without the Old 

Testament law before the coming of Jesus, were considered sons of Abraham, not because of a special covenant-law 

relationship they had with God, but by faith. 

They are justified by faith in the work of God on the cross and salvation by faith has always been in view of the 

cross. Salvation by faith and grace before the cross was made possible because those who were obediently faithful 

were looking forward to the cross. By faith, those whom God justified in view of the cross, trusted that He would do 

so according to His eternal plan. 

We today are justified because our faith looks back to the cross because we trust in the blood of Christ and trust that 

God will redeem us from our sins, Ephesians 1:7. 
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Notice what Paul says, ‘those who have faith are children of Abraham’. We can just imagine the anger in the Jew’s 

mind when he said those words. We can imagine them thinking to themselves, ‘what! Faith doesn’t make you a child 

of Abraham! Being a Jew makes you a child of Abraham!’ 

Remember that the Jews regarded Moses as the father of the law and Abraham was the father of the nation. But the 

problem was the Jews forgot who Abraham really was, Abraham wasn’t a Jew, he was a Gentile, Ezekiel 16:3. 

Paul says being a spiritual child of Abraham doesn’t come as a result of being born a Jew, being a spiritual child of 

Abraham is based on faith. 

The Gentiles hadn’t received the Old Testament law, nor had God established a covenant relationship with them. But 

Paul says, those who walked by faith during the Old Testament times were children of Abraham by faith, and 

therefore they were justified before God by their faith. 

The spiritual nations of whom Abraham was the father, have always been justified by faith. Abraham was justified by 

obedient faith and so are we. The Jews were claiming to be right with God based upon their claim that Abraham was 

their father. 

Don’t misunderstand what Paul means when he’s talking about faith here. The faith which Paul is talking about is 

obedience to Him in whom we have faith. The saving faith which Paul is talking about is a responsive and 

responsible faith, Galatians 5:6. 

Paul quotes from Genesis 12:3 and tells us that Abraham was first to hear the Gospel and he says that all nations were 

blessed in the coming of Jesus for the atonement of men. 

The good news of justification by faith was first announced to Abraham and God revealed to Abraham that 

righteousness comes through faith. And those who would follow in the steps of Abraham’s faith would receive the 

blessing of salvation of the promise that God made to Abraham. 

In other words, those who express their trust in God for salvation by faith are blessed by the faith of Abraham. They 

are blessed because God promised Abraham the blessing of salvation. It was through his seed that the Redeemer 

came as Genesis 12:1-3 reminds us. 

Notice, since the blessing came as a result of God’s promise, its fulfilment didn’t depend on the meritorious work of 

Abraham or even upon Abraham’s faith. In other words, the totality of the blessing was based solely on the grace of 

God to save man through Jesus. 

“For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not 
continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before 
God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person 

who does these things will live by them.” Galatians 3:10-12 

When Paul says, ‘for all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse’. He isn’t talking about some kind of 

voodoo curse, he’s talking about the difficult circumstance a person may find themselves in when they try to keep the 

law. 

He’s arguing against the Judaizers by showing them the teaching of the Old Testament concerning those who would 

seek justification by law-keeping. Those who choose to be justified by law-keeping must suffer the curse that law 

brings. 

And what is that curse? The curse of condemnation. It brings condemnation because no one can live perfectly under 

law in order to be sinless, and therefore be justified. 
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But who are those who are cursed? The cursed are those who seek to use law with the illusion that they can justify 

themselves before God by their meritorious performance of law. 

And the problem with this teaching is that if anyone wants to be right with God through law-keeping, you can’t break 

one law, you have to keep the law perfectly, James 2:10. 

And so, by quoting Deuteronomy 27:26, Paul argues that man has no hope of justification if he tries to be legally 

justified before God on the basis of his ability to keep law. 

We must note the word, ‘the’ in Galatians 3:11 isn’t in the original Greek text and that’s important because what Paul 

is saying is that no one can be justified before God by the perfect keeping of any law. 

It was never the purpose of law to produce salvation. The purpose of law is to direct our attention to our inadequacies 

in reference to law, and therefore, plead for God’s grace. 

It’s the purpose of law to manifest sin and death, and therefore, direct us toward the atonement of the cross. It’s the 

purpose of law to direct our lives in the direction of God’s grace and what He would have us do. In other words, law 

directs our lives but the grace of God through the cross takes care of our misdirections. 

Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 which says, ‘See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the righteous 

person will live by his faithfulness.’ 

This statement is quoted in three contexts in the New Testament and each example, the Jewish Christians were 

seeking to return to law-keeping as a means of salvation. 

Notice what Paul is doing here, he is contrasting words. The words, ‘by faith’ emphasise total reliance on God for our 

salvation. ‘Works’ or ‘flesh’ are words that Paul uses to emphasise the fact that there are those who trust in their own 

ability to keep the law and do good works. 

Paul is saying that no one can save themselves no matter how obedient they are to God and His will. Those words are 

offensive to the legalist and the reason they are offensive is because they want to feel as if they are contributing in 

some way towards their salvation. 

Law in and of itself doesn’t demand faith, it doesn’t demand that we trust in God which again isn’t a New Testament 

idea. Paul quotes from Leviticus 18:5 which says, ‘keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them, will 

live by them.’ 

Why is Paul quoting this Old Testament passage? Simply to show us that if anyone could be justified by law-keeping, 

then they must keep all the law perfectly. 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” Galatians 3:13-14 

Don’t you just love those words, ‘Christ redeemed us’? They say it all, don’t they? Those words tell us everything we 

ever really need to know concerning our salvation. 

Jesus ransomed us from the curse of having to live perfectly according to law in order to be justified. He made us 

perfect in Him by His cleansing blood and He became the curse by taking upon Himself that which condemned us 

through law, that is, our sin against law. 

There can be no salvation without the atonement of Jesus that takes care of our sin problem in relation to law. God’s 

solution for our sin problem comes as a free gift to all who would submit to obedience of the Gospel. 
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But what does it mean to be cursed on a tree? For most capital offences covered by Jewish Law, stoning was the form 

of punishment. On some occasions, the dead body would be hung in public as a deterrent to further 

crime, Deuteronomy 21:22-23. 

The apostle Paul referred to this law in relation to Jesus and His death on the cross. Paul is saying that Jesus was 

cursed for us, hanging on the cross as a substitute for our sins. 

He’s saying that Jesus was willing to suffer the condemnation of hanging on a tree for our benefit. He took our 

condemnation by being condemned for us on the tree. 

Jesus died in order to reaffirm the blessing of salvation by grace through faith. Salvation by faith that was promised 

to all nations through Abraham was fulfilled at the cross, Titus 2:11. 

In other words, the Gospel is the avenue through which we must pass in order to receive the blessing of the promise 

of the Spirit. In the context of this letter, Paul isn’t talking about receiving the Holy Spirit at baptism, he’s referring to 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles in Acts 2. 

THE LAW AND THE PROMISE 

“Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human 
covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. 
Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is 

Christ.” Galatians 3:15-16 

Paul argues with the Judaizers by reminding them that when God makes a promise, He keeps it. Paul says that the 

coming of the law didn’t do away with or cancel the promise. Neither did the law become a condition upon which the 

promise was fulfilled or applied to our salvation. 

Paul is arguing that the promise from God to Abraham was superior to the law. In other words, God’s promise to 

Abraham to bring forth the blessing to all nations was unconditionally given. 

Abraham didn’t earn the promise, God simply told him what He would do in the future through Abraham’s seed and 

remember that the law was given through Moses and he was told what he must do. In other words, the promise was 

given through grace, whereas law was given in order to demand obedience. 

The word ‘covenant’ simply means agreement or contract and Paul begins by reminding the Galatians of the nature of 

the covenants that are established between humans. He says these covenants or agreements aren’t changed after they 

have been approved. 

A covenant is made between two parties and only the parties involved can change the covenant. A third party can’t 

make changes to the covenant, and nor can anyone other than the two parties cancel the covenant that has been made 

between the two parties. 

Notice that Paul uses the word, ‘promises’ plural, but what promises is he referring to? Well, he’s referring to the 

promises God gave Abraham. 

God gave Abraham four promises, He said Abraham would be given a land and he would become a great nation. He 

would make Abraham’s name great and he would be blessed and be a blessing to all men, Genesis 12:1-3. 
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Notice there are three physical promises, land, name, and nation, all of which had been fulfilled by the time of Jesus. 

The blessing promise was in reference to salvation and was fulfilled through the coming of the Seed, who was Jesus. 

The point Paul is making is that it was God who made the promises and He made the promises without any 

meritorious conditions on the part of Abraham. 

God didn’t suggest any conditions to Abraham that he must keep in order to receive the promises. And Paul says it 

was Christ who was the particular Seed around whom all the promises of the covenant were made. 

It was through the seed or descendants of Abraham that the Seed would come into the world. In other words, it was 

through the seed of Abraham that God would show His grace in the world through the sacrificial blood of Jesus. 

“What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by 
God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the 

promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.” Galatians 3:17-18 

Paul’s argument to the Judaizers was that the law, which came 430 years after God reaffirmed them to Jacob, the 

covenant he had made with Abraham, didn’t cancel the promise or become a condition for the fulfilment of the 

promise. The law didn’t set aside the promise by becoming a condition upon which it was to be fulfilled. 

Paul is saying that the fulfilment of the promise was based on God’s grace. The coming of the law didn’t offer a 

substitute for the promise, it only encouraged the fulfilment of the promise. 

In other words, law exemplified or displayed the sin of those to whom it was given but the promise pointed the law-

keepers toward salvation by faith and grace, Romans 4:13. 

Paul is basically saying, the law drove men towards faith and he says, the promise was given as a gift to Abraham 

regardless of the law. The law had nothing to do with the fulfilment of the promise, God fulfils His promises 

regardless of law. 

We can imagine those legalisers thinking to themselves, ‘Paul, you don’t know what you’re talking about, what’s the 

point of the law? Why did God introduce law in the first place?’ And so, Paul anticipating their questions answers 

their questions. 

“Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise 
referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator. A mediator, however, implies 

more than one party; but God is one.” Galatians 3:19-20 

God gave the law because He knew what was right and wrong, but we didn’t. People already broke God’s holy 

standard of righteousness. The law was given so that people would know what was right and wrong and could 

therefore be corrected when they violated those commands. 

The law was given to highlight how sinful we are, Romans 7:7, and in order to convince anyone of sin, there had to 

be a standard by which a person could self-inspect their life, James 1:22-25. 

The law was given to Israel, not to save those to whom it was given, but to show the need for God’s grace in the lives 

of those to whom it was given. 

We know that the Old Testament law was given through angels to Moses who was the mediator between Israel and 

God. And so, in effect, Israel received the law third hand but the grace of God through Jesus was given directly to 

Israel from God as an offering for sin. 
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Paul says, though ‘God is one’, the mediator doesn’t represent just one person. In other words, the law involved two 

parties, one party gave and the other had to obey. 

Paul is saying that the one God of heaven gave the promise directly to Abraham on behalf of many peoples, that is, 

all nations. The law required a mediator but the promises given to Abraham didn’t need one. 

We can imagine the legalisers thinking as they heard these words being read out saying, ‘Paul you’ve seriously lost 

the plot, do you really want us to believe that the law opposed the promises of God?’ 

And so, Paul anticipating their questions answers their questions. 

“Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart 
life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But Scripture has locked up everything under the 
control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who 

believe.” Galatians 3:21-22 

Paul says the law didn’t set aside the promises, the law didn’t work against the promises. He says the law worked to 

fulfil the promises. Paul says, if anyone could have been justified by law-keeping, then certainly the Old Testament 

law could have done that. 

And it’s not the fault of law that men can’t keep it perfectly in order to be right before God. The fault is with men, not 

the law of God but what the law did was not only highlight our sinfulness but also confined us to condemnation 

because of our sin. 

But the good news is because the law highlighted that we are sinners and makes us hold our hands up to our 

sinfulness, we see our need to trust God and His grace for us. 

Paul is saying that the law drove those who were the sons of Abraham by faith to accept the promise. The promise 

says that salvation comes through the grace of the cross of Christ. 

CHILDREN OF GOD 

“Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come 
would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that this 

faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.” Galatians 3:23-25 

Paul says before the coming of the fulfilment of the promise, people were held in the captivity of sin because the law 

could not make people right with God. 

He says that the law, any law reminds us that we’re prisoners, we’re prisoners to our own sin and he argues that 

prisoners want to be released, he’s arguing that anyone who lives under any law wants release from the condemnation 

of that law. 

Notice that Paul says the law was our ‘guardian’, the word guardian is an interesting word, it’s the Greek word, 

‘pedagogue.’ It refers to the trusted slave in Roman and Jewish culture who was given charge of the children to both 

leads and supervises the children who were six to sixteen years in age. 



26 

Israel as a nation was entrusted to the law in order to be directed to Christ. The discipline of the law actually showed 

the immaturity of those to whom it was given. The purpose of the ‘pedagogue’ was to lead to Christ, the 

undisciplined and immature, but once the ‘pedagogue’ had served his purpose, he was discharged from his duties. 

Paul says this same idea applies to the Old Testament law and we’re no longer under that guardian. The law was a 

shadow of good things to come and when the substance of the shadow came, the law was taken away, Hebrews 10:1. 

And what was the substance? The substance was found at the cross in the form of Jesus Christ. 

“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise”. Galatians 3:26-29 

Paul says that Christians are actually considered by God to be His children through Christ Jesus. And how are we 

children of God? We are His children through faith, not through law-keeping. But how does a person get into that 

new covenant with God? How do we get right with God if we’re not under law? 

Paul says we get right with God by being ‘baptised into Christ’. Baptism is the point at which the believer comes into 

a covenant relationship with God, and therefore begins his or her journey of faith. Baptism is the point in time when a 

believer establishes and signs a covenant to trust in God for salvation by His grace. 

And when a person’s faith moves them to respond to God’s grace, their response is an immersion into the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. Baptism is simply a response to grace by the believer, who at the time of immersion 

contacts the blood of Jesus that came as a result of the grace of God. 

In other words, the believer comes into a covenant with the One through whom the blessing was shown, that is, Jesus 

Christ. 

In the following two chapters of Galatians Paul is going to discuss in great detail what he means by ‘clothing 

ourselves with Christ’. Paul uses two metaphorical phrases in this passage that refer to the relationship a person 

establishes with Christ by obedience to the Gospel. 

By being baptised in water ‘into Christ’ a person comes into a realm where they establish a spiritual relationship with 

Deity. And by ‘clothing ourselves with Christ’ a person takes on the spiritual nature of Deity by conforming to 

Christ. 

Remember law tells us that we’re sinners and we need God to save us because we can’t save ourselves, no matter 

how good we think we are. 

The law created within Israel the differences and distinctions of race, class and sex but Paul says that the class 

distinctions of race, Jew or Greek, social class, slave or free and sex, male or female, all end in Christ. It’s not that 

these distinctions end within themselves in Christ, but that salvation by grace and faith are made applicable to all. 

In Christ, there is equality to all in reference to salvation. These social distinctions that bring division among men in 

the secular world are nullified when one is baptised into Christ, Colossians 3:11. All Christians are one in Christ. 

Christianity isn’t linked to anyone’s culture of man, Jews can’t culturally claim it and Gentiles can’t claim it. And so, 

because Christianity isn’t culturally linked, it can go to all cultures of the world, all Christians are one in Christ and 

anyone who becomes a Christian becomes an ‘heir according to the promise.’ 
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Paul’s point is that being an heir of the promise didn’t depend on being a physical descendant of Abraham. It 

depended on being a ‘spiritual descendant’ by faith. The Jews couldn’t, because of their physical heritage through 

Abraham, consider themselves to have a special relationship with God, Matthew 3:9. 

If anyone obeys the Gospel in order to be clothed with Christ, then they are of the seed of Abraham. Abraham trusted 

God at His promise and looked forward to the cross of Calvary, as Christians, we look back to the cross of Calvary 

for our salvation. 

CHAPTER 4 

“What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole 
estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when we were underage, 

we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world”. Galatians 4:1-3 

In the previous chapter the apostle, Paul introduced us to the concept of an heir of God, an ‘heir’ is someone who has 

been appointed to receive an inheritance. 

In this chapter, Paul continues with this idea by presenting an argument against the Judaizing teachers that are based 

on the premise of how we have received the adoption to be sons of God. 

He tells them that Sonship isn’t the result of some physical identity with Abraham, but through the spiritual identity 

of Abraham’s faith. Paul says although a child has a potential inheritance of his father’s estate, as a child, he is no 

better off in terms of relation to the inheritance than a slave, and so, in a sense, the son is kept in ‘slavery’ until the 

time of the inheritance. 

The only advantage the son has that makes him different from a slave is that he is heir to the estate. In other words, 

the son is after the nature of the father, but the slave isn’t. The son has a father, but the slave is under a master, the 

son serves the father out of love, but the slave serves out of fear. 

Paul’s point is that the Galatians were trying to return to slavery at the expense of their relationship to Christ and 

ultimately God. And because ‘the heir is subject to guardians and trustees’ this meant that the son has no rights to the 

possession of the inheritance until he actually inherits the estate at the time the father has designated. 

In our culture, the custom is we receive an inheritance after someone dies, but in Biblical times that wasn’t always the 

case. The inheritance didn’t always mean you had to wait until someone dies to receive something, Luke 15:12. 

The Christians whom Paul is addressing here were wanting to go back to the Old Testament way of life, a time when 

they were slaves to the law. 

But Paul also seems to be addressing the Gentiles, who before Christ, were also shut up under bondage by the law 

unto themselves. Both Jews and Gentiles were kept under the basic or elementary principles of man-made religion 

until the coming of Jesus. 

The Gentiles were kept under the bondage of superstitious religions that haunted their minds with fear, Acts 7:42. 

And although there were Gentiles who lived by faith in God before the cross, they were still in the bondage of their 

inability to obey any law in order to be justified before God. 
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Paul’s point is that both Jews and Gentiles were slaves in bondage before the grace of God was revealed through 

Jesus. And Paul says if they return to that kind of slavery, they were actually returning to their spiritual childhood. 

They were rejecting the Gospel which actually freed them from all those rules and regulations of the Old Testament. 

God knew that mankind couldn’t live without breaking His laws, He knew that mankind couldn’t live without 

breaking their own manmade laws and so, God had to intervene to make fellowship with Him possible. God had to 

intervene to help mankind be free. 

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those 
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship”. Galatians 4:4-5 

At the exact second in time, God set His plan to save mankind, He sent His Son Jesus into the world at the exact 

moment in time. 

It was a time of peace that began with the rule of Octavius Caesar Augustus in 17 B.C. It was a time when Rome had 

developed a common language, roads, economic stability and national unity throughout the Roman Empire. It was a 

time when the world was sociologically prepared to receive the intervention of God into the world. 

Jews had been scattered throughout the world because of the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities. The stage was set 

for the coming of the Messiah in Jerusalem in order to be announced to the Jews in synagogues throughout the world. 

It was a time when the Gospel could be announced on earth and be shared throughout the nations of the Roman 

Empire. And so once again, we’re reminded that God works on His own timetable, not ours. 

Notice something about this text, the NIV and other translations have made a real mess of this text because it should 

read, ‘God sent his Son, born of woman, born under law’. In the original text, it doesn’t say ‘born of a woman, born 

under the law’. 

This is important because some people like to believe that this is talking about the virgin birth of Jesus but it isn’t. 

Paul is simply saying that Jesus was born naturally, He had a human birth just like you and me. 

And notice also that the word ‘the’ isn’t in the original text when Paul talks about Jesus being born under law. He’s 

telling us that Jesus was subject to law, all law not just the Law of Moses. 

Paul is basically asking, why would we want to return to a religious system that Jesus delivered us from? Jesus came 

to redeem us from the necessity of perfect law-keeping in order that we are justified by God’s grace. He redeemed us 

from sin which was shown in our inability to keep law. 

The word ‘redeem’ means to buy back and it’s a metaphor that finds its earthly meaning in one of two sources or 

both. Israel was in Egyptian captivity from which they couldn’t deliver themselves and so, God redeemed them by 

His grace, since they couldn’t redeem themselves. 

During Roman times, a slave couldn’t deliver himself but could find freedom if someone paid the redemption price 

for their freedom. Whichever is the source of the metaphor Paul has in mind here, the thought is the same. We were 

in the captivity of our own sinfulness, we couldn’t gain freedom by meritorious works of law or perfect law-keeping. 

Why? 

Because all have sinned Romans 3:23. Law was the problem and we couldn’t find atonement in doing good deeds. 

God had to send His Son to die for us and now through the blood of Jesus, we’re bought out of the captivity of sin. 
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The Jews couldn’t keep God’s law perfectly, the Gentiles couldn’t keep their own manmade laws perfectly and so 

both were slaves to law. 

But why did Jesus come to earth according to the text? In order ‘that we might receive adoption to sonship’. When a 

person gives their lives to Christ, believing and trusting in Him alone for salvation, God says they become part of His 

family, John 1:12. But this isn’t through the natural process of human conception, but through adoption, Romans 

8:15. 

No one is forced to adopt anyone, adoption is a choice and motivated by love, Ephesians 1:5-6. In other words, 

adoption is based upon God’s choice to adopt us and motivated by His love. It’s based upon our faith in Jesus, not on 

meritorious obedience to law. 

Paul is saying that the Gentiles mustn’t try to go back to their superstitions, fear and bondage. The Jews mustn’t go 

back to depending on law-keeping which brought no justification. Bondage brings fear because everyone knows that 

they have broken the law but liberty brings joy and peace of mind. 

Just like any new convert, they’re Jesus Christ’s heirs because He died for us, we are Christ’s heirs, not through 

trying to be perfect but because of His grace. 

“Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So, 
you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.” Galatians 

4:6-7 

Paul says because they were sons, the Holy Spirit was given to them. When they were baptised, they received the gift 

of the Holy Spirit Himself who would take up residence in them, Acts 2:38. 

Because it’s at our baptism that not only are our sins forgiven and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but it’s at our 

baptism we truly become a child of God. 

Paul’s point is that the Holy Spirit wasn’t among them because they try to keep the law, but through the grace of 

God. They didn’t earn the right to have the indwelling of the Spirit, the Spirit was freely given. If the Galatians went 

back to law-keeping, they would give up their right to be sons of God and they would lose the presence of the Spirit 

in their lives. 

The words, ‘Abba, Father’ was a term of endearment used by Jewish children in reference to their physical fathers, 

which again reminds us that it’s all about our relationship with the Father, we can’t call God, ‘Father’ unless we truly 

are His children. A slave doesn’t have that kind of intimate relationship with his master. 

Those who appreciate their salvation by grace that has been extended from the Father through the cross, cry out to the 

Father for direction. When we say, ‘Abba, Father,’ we’re making a plea as His sons and daughters for direction from 

the Father. 

And Paul says as sons, the Galatians aren’t slaves in their relationship with the Father. If they return to law-keeping, 

they will return to the status of a slave, and so they can’t address the Father as ‘Abba.’ But, since they are sons 

through Jesus, then they are heirs of the promise and they can call Him Father. 

Paul says, ‘you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.’ 

The contrast Paul is making between being a son or slave is obvious, the son has a close relationship with the Father, 

and the slave doesn’t. 
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The son has hope of inheritance, the slave doesn’t, the son labours in the love of the Father, and the slave labours in 

fear. The son is of the nature of the Father, the slave isn’t, the son has a father, and the slave has a master. 

The Galatians wanted to leave the grace of God and turn back to law-keeping, Galatians 1:6 / Galatians 

3:1 / Galatians 4:20. They wanted to leave that intimate relationship with the Father and go back to being slaves. In 

other words, they wanted to trust in their own abilities to be right with God, rather than trust in what Jesus had done 

for them at Calvary. 

PAUL’S CONCERN FOR THE GALATIANS 

“Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. But now that you 
know God—or rather are known by God—how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces? Do 

you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?” Galatians 4:8-9 

There was a time when the Gentiles of Galatia served those gods that they had created in their own minds, gods they 

had used their imagination to invent. And Paul says in the past, they didn’t know the true God of heaven. 

He says in the past they were foolish because they bowed down to worship idols and were scared of all the 

superstitions which came about because of these imaginary spirits. 

And this wasn’t a new problem, even God’s own people fell for imaginary gods. When the prophet Jeremiah is 

speaking on behalf of God to His people, God is targeting the religious leaders and reminds them just how stupid this 

is, Jeremiah 2:26-28. 

The beauty of Christianity is that we can become educated enough to know the difference between the One true God 

and any imaginary gods. We should know the difference between superstition and the One true God. 

The good news is that the Galatians had obeyed the Gospel and become sons of God. In other words, they came to 

realise just how stupid they were and turned to the One true God. 

And because they turned to God, God claimed them as His sons through the redeeming blood of Jesus. Paul asks 

them, how could you give up the freedom that you now enjoy in Christ in order to return to a legal system that 

brought you bondage and condemnation? Why would you want to go back to your imaginary gods? 

The Jewish Christians were in the process of returning to the legalism of meritorious law-keeping in reference to 

circumcision and Old Testament ceremonies. The Judaizing teachers were taking both Jewish and Gentile Christians 

on a journey back to those, ‘weak and miserable forces’ of religion that produced death, not life. 

In other words, they were returning to ‘another Gospel,’ a gospel that brought death because it denied the sufficiency 

of grace. The Judaizing teachers were inviting the Galatians to return to religions of slavery and death. And instead of 

living by faith, they wanted to live by experience, emotions and feelings, 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

Paul says to these Galatian Christians, if you guys go back to Judaism, you’re starting a journey that will lead you 

back to slavery and death. You go back to the old routines of pointless religious activities. 

“You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my 
efforts on you.” Galatians 4:10-11 
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The Galatians were being instructed to observe Jewish feast days as legal requirements for justification. Remember 

even though Paul never condemned the keeping of certain days that were observed in a cultural situation, Colossians 

2:16, but Paul did condemn the keeping of those days as a way of working for your salvation. 

And so, after teaching them the Gospel, helping them see the foolishness of their former religion, highlighting that 

law-keeping alone doesn’t make anyone right with God. 

Paul feels like he’s just wasted his time with them. He’s talking in terms of the great sufferings and trials he and 

Barnabas went through in the southern region of Galatia to bring them the Gospel. 

Paul’s saying that all that persecution and effort was useless if they return to a system of legal justification. Imagine 

someone setting you free from slavery and bondage only to find out that they want to go back to it! 

Paul’s basically saying they should hang their heads in shame even at the thought of going back, but Paul wasn’t to 

give up on them that easily. 

“I plead with you, brothers and sisters, become like me, for I became like you. You did me no wrong. As you know, 
it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you, and even though my illness was a trial to you, you 
did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ 

Jesus himself.” Galatians 4:12-14 

Paul pleads with them to leave this idea of going back to try and be right with God by law-keeping and good deeds. 

Their actions weren’t just a simple deviation from the truth of the Gospel, their actions meant they would lose their 

relationship with God and couldn’t be called children of God anymore and ultimately, they would lose their salvation. 

And to get his point across to the Galatians Paul makes it personal and says if you go back you’ll not only lose your 

relationship with God but you’ll also lose the relationship you had with him. 

Paul had become all things to all men in order to win the Galatians. He had identified with them in order to cross-

culturally communicate the Gospel to them, but he’s pleading that they become as he is by enjoying the freedom that 

he has in Christ. 

Whilst in Galatia they did Paul no harm, but graciously received him as a messenger of God. He suffered great 

persecution and hardship in order to evangelise the areas of Galatia in doing so he became ill. 

And so, the superstitious converts in Galatia would have considered either persecution or illness to be a curse that the 

gods would pour out on those who were wrong. 

However, those who accepted what Paul preached didn’t receive him as one who was cursed. They didn’t consider 

Paul’s hardships or sickness as a curse from some false god. 

We don’t know what this illness was that Paul was suffering from but we do know it hindered his work in Galatia. 

Paul’s simply saying, despite being ill, they received him anyway. 

The Galatians enthusiastically received Paul when he preached the Gospel to them. They received Paul as one sent 

from God, not from men. Remember on one occasion the Galatians actually believed that Paul and Barnabas were the 

gods who had come down from heaven to visit them, Acts 14:11-12. 

And so, if they could easily believe they were gods, this would explain why they would be so open to the legalistic 

teaching of the Judaizers. Paul wants to get to the bottom of it, he wants to know what’s happened, that’s changed 

their opinion of what Paul taught them. 
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“Where, then, is your blessing of me now? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your 
eyes and given them to me. Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth?” Galatians 4:15-16 

When Paul first came to them with the Gospel, they felt greatly honoured and regarded him highly. They would have 

made great personal and physical sacrifices in order to help him and as a result of their reception of Paul and his 

message, they also received a great blessing of joy, they were blessed by his presence but now, their joy has subsided. 

Paul gets straight to the point with the Galatians by asking if he has ‘become their enemy for telling them the truth’. 

He feels that he must say the truth, even though that truth might cause great resentment against him personally. 

He’s willing to take the risk of losing their friendship in order that they do not lose their relationship with God as 

children of God, Romans 10:14. 

The thing about legalists is that they are always accusing other brethren of something, usually of being too liberal, a 

heretic or a false teacher. And we can imagine them saying ‘oh Paul is making salvation far too easy, we have to do 

something to work towards our salvation.’ What we have to do is mix Christianity with Judaism, we’ll believe in 

Christ but make sure we’ll keep the Old covenant of circumcision and observe our special days’. 

In other words, they wanted to turn the Galatian church against Paul and would say anything and accuse him of 

everything to help them do just that. But Paul is very much aware of what’s going on, he knows exactly who’s behind 

them wanting to turn back to those ‘weak and miserable forces’. 

“Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you from us, so that you 
may have zeal for them. It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always, not just when I am 

with you.” Galatians 4:17-18 

These legalistic teachers were saying, ‘let’s go out and save the saved’, and ‘let’s convert these Christians to our way 

of religion.’ The legalist’s focus is never on Jesus but always on self and so, they go about trying to intimidate others 

to conform to their own rules, regulations, opinions and interpretations. 

Can you see the difference? The legalists recruit people but God coverts people. The legalists hold up a bunch of 

rules and regulations but Christians by faith hold up the cross. 

The Judaizing teachers wanted to influence the Galatians in order to have them in fellowship with their position. But 

in doing so, Paul says, the Galatians would lose their fellowship with the church and instead of having a zeal for 

Christ, you would end up with a zeal for them. 

This basically means the legalists will demand that you agree with them on all opinions and interpretations, which 

also means there’s no room for freedom. 

Zeal is a good thing as long as it’s controlled and guided by knowledge, Romans 10:2. In other words, we shouldn’t 

be deceived into thinking that the zeal of any religious group proves the truth of the group. Zeal doesn’t guarantee 

that they’re teaching the truth, it only confirms that the zealous firmly believe what they teach. 

And Paul says to the Galatians Christians, ‘don’t be deceived into thinking that the zeal of the Judaizing teachers is 

evidence of truth’. People are often deceived by the zeal or by the great enthusiasm of those who are promoting their 

own theologies. 

“My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, how I wish I could be 
with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you!” Galatians 4:19-20 
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Notice what Paul says here, Paul has moved in this letter from calling them ‘foolish Galatians’ in Galatians 3:1, to 

‘brothers and sisters’ in Galatians 4:12, and now he says, ‘my dear children’. Paul’s harshness has moved to 

gentleness in a last emotional plea that they wake up to what is happening. 

He says just like the pain experienced in a woman going through childbirth, he’s experiencing the frustrations of 

building a church. In other words, his first efforts in Galatia were strenuous as a woman in labour, he was going 

through the same pain in order to help them remain children of God. 

They had come into Christ by being immersed into Christ but sadly they hadn’t grown in the grace and knowledge of 

Christ so that Christ be formed in them. And he says, if he were only personally present with them, he could nurture 

their spiritual growth and personally deal with the Judaizing teachers among them. 

But he isn’t there personally with them, he’s ‘perplexed’ which means he’s at a loss as to what to think about them. 

They knew the law but didn’t understand it, they knew the law but misapplied it and they wanted to swap the law of 

freedom for the law of slavery. 

HAGAR AND SARAH 

“Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? For it is written that Abraham 
had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born 

according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine promise”. Galatians 4:21-23 

Paul asks a question that is directed to those who are seeking to return to law and he challenges them to listen to what 

the law says. He says that Abraham had two sons, both of which came from Abraham. 

Ishmael was born of an Egyptian slave woman named Hagar, Genesis 16. We know the story where Abraham and 

Sarah are desperate for a child and so Sarah comes up with the idea of Abraham sleeping with Hagar to which 

Abraham agrees. 

But what they’re really trying to do is, help God out on their own, they’re trying to bring about the fulfilment of 

God’s promise of a son through his seed. And so, Ishmael was born through natural circumstances, but this wasn’t 

the way God wanted it to happen. 

The work of Abraham and Sarah couldn’t bring about the fulfilment of the promise, why? Simply because the 

fulfilment of the promise must be done by the grace of God. 

Isaac was born of a free woman, Sarah, Genesis 21, but it was Isaac who was born of Sarah according to the grace of 

God, Hebrews 11:11. Sarah was well past childbearing age, that’s why she got Hagar involved because she couldn’t 

have children. 

Ishmael was born as a result of man’s effort to work out God’s promise, but Isaac was born as a result of God’s work 

to carry out the fulfilment of His promise to Abraham. 

“These things are being taken figuratively: The women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai 
and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds 

to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, 
and she is our mother. For it is written: “Be glad, barren woman, you who never bore a child; shout for joy and cry 
aloud, you who were never in labour; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a 

husband.” Galatians 4:24-27 
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Paul says Hagar and Sarah are two covenants figuratively speaking, in other words, we’ve not to take them as literal. 

He says Ishmael represents the covenant that is from Mount Sinai, the covenant which contained the law that brought 

death. And the reason it brought death is because no one could keep the law perfectly in order to be right with God. 

Paul says all the law did was bring slavery and death, not life. The law couldn’t deal with our sin problem and the law 

couldn’t save you. What the law did was highlight the fact that we do sin and that we’re all sinners. And so, it pointed 

us to see that we need someone else to deal with our sin problem. 

All the animal sacrifices of the world couldn’t take away our sin and so for us to be justified or be right with God, we 

have to look elsewhere, Hebrews 10:1-4. We have to look to Jesus because He was the One who showed us God’s 

grace by offering Himself upon the cross as the sacrificial Lamb of God. 

In other words, He took our sin upon Himself, He made us right with God and it’s because of Jesus that we now stand 

justified, just as if we hadn’t sinned. 

Paul says that this covenant and law that were established on Mount Sinai were represented by Jerusalem that stood 

at the time Paul wrote the letter. And it seems that Jerusalem was still the centre of religious reference for the 

Judaizing teachers. 

Paul’s point is that there’s a huge difference between the covenant and the law which was given on Mount Sinai and 

this law that the Judaizers were promoting. The Jews had been drifting away from the law for years. In fact, by the 

time Jesus came on the scene, the Jews had introduced hundreds of extra laws which were nowhere to be found 

within the Old Testament. 

That’s why Jesus was always having a go at the religious leaders for teaching the traditions of men. The Jewish 

religious leaders had added numerous practices to the original Old Testament laws in order that the laws of the Old 

Testament be strictly kept, Mark 7:1-4. 

The Pharisees had developed a system of 613 laws, 365 negative commands and 248 positive laws but by the time 

Christ came, it had produced a heartless, cold, and arrogant brand of righteousness. 

This was the religion that Paul came from and he thought at one time if he keeps all these ceremonial laws and the 

law of Moses then he can be saved. 

But he came to understand that he was wrong in his theology but it took a visit from Jesus Himself on the road to 

Damascus for him to come to that realisation. These brethren are doing the very thing that Paul said we shouldn’t do, 

which goes beyond what was written, 1 Corinthians 4:6. 

Paul continues and says that Isaac represents the covenant that we now have with God. This covenant relationship 

originated because of the grace of God and this covenant relationship brings freedom, not slavery. It’s the heavenly 

Jerusalem that is the focal point of worship for those who are born of the freewoman by faith. 

Those of the freewoman don’t find their authority in the physical Jerusalem of Palestine, but in the heavenly 

Jerusalem from where Paul received the Gospel. And to further make his point, Paul quotes Isaiah 54:1 where Isaiah 

depicted the desolate city of Jerusalem which would be restored to bring forth children once again. 

In other words, the children of Abraham by faith are far more than the children of Abraham through physical lineage. 

When God promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, Genesis 17:5, there was more to the 

promise than his physical descendants. 

Both Jews and Gentiles who were of the faith of Abraham were also the spiritual descendants of Abraham, Romans 

4:15-18. 
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“Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time the son born according to the flesh 
persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the 
slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son. 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.” Galatians 4:28-31 

Remember that Isaac was born because of the grace and work of God in the lives of Abraham and Sarah. And we too, 

are Christians today because we were also born because of the grace and work of God. 

Abraham and Sarah didn’t work in order to earn the fulfilment of the promise and neither can we. Salvation always 

was and always will be the gift of God through His grace. 

Abraham didn’t doubt that God could fulfil the promise and despite Sarah being well past the time for childbearing, 

by faith Abraham trusted in God. 

Ishmael was the only son of Abraham for fourteen years before Isaac was born but when Isaac was born, Ishmael had 

a rival and went on to persecute Isaac. And because he persecuted Isaac, he limited his own stay in the house of 

Abraham. 

Paul is saying that just like Ishmael persecuted Isaac, the same thing was going on in the Galatian church. These 

Judaizing teachers were persecuting the true sons of Abraham by faith and because Paul was preaching the truth of 

the Gospel, he too was being persecuted by those who were of the slave woman. 

Paul uses the Old Testament example of Hagar and her son, ‘get rid of them both’ he says, Genesis 21:10. Paul is 

saying that the Galatians need to get rid of those who were sons of legalism and those who were bringing them back 

into slavery again. 

These legalisers were trying to bring God’s free children under their own legalistic umbrella. They were trying to put 

demands on Christians that God never demanded. They wanted them to follow commandments that God never 

commanded. 

And Paul says, ‘get rid of them, they’ll just make you slaves again, they’ll just bring you under condemnation 

again’, Romans 8:1-2. Paul concludes that we’re no longer under slavery, but under the grace of God that brings 

freedom. 

CHAPTER 5 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke 
of slavery.” Galatians 5:1 

FREEDOM IN CHRIST 

In this chapter we find Paul concluding his argument with the Judaizers that we’re saved by grace and not by some 

legal performance of the law. 

He talks a lot about freedom, especially being free in Christ. He tells them they need to stop allowing anyone from 

distorting God’s grace which will ultimately turn them away from God’s grace. 
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In other words, God’s grace through Jesus has set us free from the burden of trying to keep law perfectly in order to 

be right with God, John 8:34-36. 

Just before Jesus died on the cross, He said, ‘It is finished,’ John 19:30, that’s His way of saying, ‘freedom’. Freedom 

from the power of death, freedom from the power of sin, freedom from being justified by law. We’re free from the 

bondage of sin because we’re free from the bondage of justification by perfect law-keeping and meritorious works. 

Christians are set free by being created in Christ to be new creatures, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Christians are set free in 

order to serve, Ephesians 2:10. We don’t have to obey God but we choose to obey Him and obey Him freely. 

Throughout their history, the Jews had on many occasions been in either the political or national bondage of some 

nation. They had gone into Assyrian bondage and Babylonian bondage. They were a possessed land by the Romans 

even while this letter was being written. 

And when Paul says, ‘do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery’ this would have been a very 

sensitive issue with them. He’s asking them, ‘do you Gentile Christians want to be burdened with slavery the Jews 

had for many years? 

Paul says don’t let these people intimidate you, don’t let them make slaves of you like they are. All they’ll do is get to 

you be circumcised, all they’ll do is bind you to a law keeping kind of religion. 

“Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 
Again, I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.” Galatians 

5:2-3 

Paul doesn’t mix his words and tells them straight, if you allow yourself to be circumcised, your committing yourself 

to full obedience to the law. And more importantly, Christ and the grace He offers will be worth nothing at all. 

These Judaizers were wanting to take part of the Old Testament law and part of the law of Christ in order to form a 

legal system of justification. 

Paul says we can’t have it both ways, it’s either law or grace, Romans 7:1-4. It is either grace plus law, or grace in 

and of itself with total dependence on God to save us as a result of our obedient response to His law, James 2:9-11. 

“You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. For 
through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.” Galatians 5:4-6 

Paul says if you want to return to perfect law-keeping, to be right with God, then you have been cut off from Christ 

and when a person is cut off from Christ, they are cut off from the grace of Christ. 

Paul is saying that anyone who would turn the law of Christ into some kind of legalised religious system to keep right 

with God will be lost, not saved, Galatians 2:16. 

Paul goes on and says, it’s through the Spirit, as opposed to the performance of the flesh, that we wait for our final 

redemption to heaven. Do you know why? Paul says that no amount of meritorious work of either deeds or law will 

account for one being righteous before God. 

What is necessary is a faith that works through love. The work that we do is produced by faith, our labour is 

prompted by love, 1 Thessalonians 1:3. In other words, when we finally realise that our salvation is a free gift of 

grace from God, we’ll quit trying to work for our salvation and start working because of our salvation. 

This spiritual growth that Paul is talking about comes from the heart, not from the outside with a bunch or rules and 

regulations to keep us in check. 
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“You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? That kind of persuasion does 
not come from the one who calls you. “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” Galatians 5:7-9 

Now notice the word, ‘were’, it’s past tense, Paul says the Galatians started off the race great because they had the 

right goal in their sights. And Who was in their sight? 

The crucified Christ was in their sight, Galatians 3:1. At this point, they took their eyes off Jesus and were heading on 

a dead-end road that would only lead to destruction. 

You ask any athlete and they will tell you the worst thing you can do in a race is look behind you, you have to stay 

focused on the finish line. 

Paul knew all too well what he was talking about and just before he died, he wrote to his young friend Timothy about 

it. Paul saw life as a race, not in the sense of finishing first but in terms of completing the race, 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 

Paul says the Galatians started off great, they were running a good race, but something happened, someone has cut in 

on you. Again we can picture athletes running in a stadium and as they’re running someone cuts in on another runner. 

Paul says the Galatians had been cut in on by someone who had pushed them out of their running lane. They were 

now headed in the wrong direction and would be disqualified if they continued on their present course. 

But who was it, who cut in and hindered them in their race? It was those legalistic Judaizing teachers who had 

infiltrated the fellowship of the church. These teachers were diverting the churches toward their own beliefs. These 

legalisers were in the church and they were hindering the spiritual growth of the church, Acts 20:29-30. 

Paul reminds them that God had called them through the Gospel. Paul wanted them to know that they were now 

being called into something where neither the calling nor the teaching originated from God. 

The figurative use of leaven is sometimes used in the Bible to refer to the influence of good but here Paul uses it in 

terms of something bad, really bad. 

He says that the influence of a few Judaizing teachers who were in the churches was actually influencing the 

members to follow their legalistic doctrine. And if their influence wasn’t stopped, it would flood the entire church of 

southern Galatia. 

We know how leaven works, it’s slow but persistent and it’s the same with the influence of legalism among 

Christians, it’s slow but persistent. 

These legalisers were putting on a show, look how often I pray, look at how often I fast, I know the Bible better than 

you do and they took pride in their religious performances. 

Manmade rules and regulations don’t produce anything in us, whereas grace works on the heart in order to produce 

the fruit of the Spirit, Romans 7:4. And so, because Paul knew how the leaven of legalism works and causes so much 

damage to churches, he tells the Galatians to stop it from spreading. 

This is exactly what Peter was condemned for when he was in Antioch. He was intimidated by legalistic brethren, 

and because of fear, he submitted to their influence, Galatians 2:11-14. 

Now the Galatians may have started off well and slowly gone of course but Paul has some good news. 

“I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever 
that may be, will have to pay the penalty.” Galatians 5:10 

Notice whom Paul put his confidence in, ‘the Lord’. In other words, Paul recognised the power of the word of God 

and because of that power found within the Word of God, he encouraged them to stick to what God’s Word says. 
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What Paul is doing here is what he would eventually do with the elders of the church in Ephesus, that is, commend 

them to the word of God that would build them up, Acts 20:32. 

Paul had confidence in the church of Galatia that they would respond to the letter he was writing. He had confidence 

that they would reject the influence of the legalistic teachers in their midst. 

You see, legalistic religion arises in the church only when other Christians don’t know their Bibles well enough to 

see the difference between Bible and opinion, or Bible and traditions. 

Notice the warning Paul gives to those false teachers, he says, ‘they have a penalty to pay’. Anyone who leads the 

sheep astray and gets them to follow them, by intimidating the sheep to believe that his opinion or interpretation is 

the only and correct opinion or interpretation. 

Those who would steal the sheep of God in that way will receive their just judgment. And what is their judgment? 

Their judgment will be destruction from the presence of God, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9. 

Those who cause trouble in the church with their divisive opinions and legal demands will be troubled by God in the 

end. That’s one reason why all preachers and teachers must be very cautious about how and what they teach, James 

3:1. 

“Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case, the offence of 
the cross has been abolished. As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate 

themselves!” Galatians 5:11-12 

Now, what exactly were these legalisers saying about Paul? They were saying that Paul was still preaching the need 

for circumcision. 

And to bring this accusation to a halt, Paul simply asks them a rhetorical question, if he were preaching the doctrine 

of getting right with God by works, then why was he being persecuted by those who were teaching the same thing? 

Paul says the offence of the cross is that we must reject the notion that we can save ourselves by the outward 

religious things that we do. This is exactly what these legalistic Jewish Christians were struggling with. Instead of 

relying on the cross for salvation, they were relying on their own religious system. 

The Greek word for ‘stumbling block’ used in 1 Corinthians 1:23, is the word, ‘skandelon’, it its where we get our 

word ‘scandal’ from. The whole idea of a crucified God was scandalous to the Jews, and they would regularly 

persecute anyone who thought that salvation comes by grace and faith and not human works. 

Paul says these teachers were agitators, who continually caused tension in the church. And because they were causing 

such disturbance in the church, Paul used a graphic words here in order to explain what should happen. 

He said, ‘I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!’ In other words, he wished that there 

would be a slip of the circumcision knife and that they would mutilate or emasculate themselves. 

According to the law, these people wouldn’t be permitted to enter the assembly of the Lord, Deuteronomy 23:1. The 

word, ‘emasculate’ is the word ‘apokopto’ which means to amputate, mutilate, to castrate. 

In other words, they must be ‘cut off’ from the fellowship of the church, in order that their leaven stops spreading 

among the faithful. They must be cut off in order to restore peace and harmony among those who trust in the grace of 

the cross. 
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These are the kind of people Paul writes about to the church in Rome, Romans 16:17-18. These are the kind of people 

whom John writes about, 2 John 9-10. In other words, these legalistic Judaizers were going beyond what was 

written, 1 Corinthians 4:6. 

Paul got fighting mad when people start to add or take away from the Gospel of salvation. He got fighting mad when 

he saw people cutting in on those faithful Christians who were running a good race. He got fighting mad because 

these legalists were stealing souls and leading them to destruction. 

LIFE BY THE SPIRIT 

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.” Galatians 5:13-15 

Paul reminds the Galatians that they have been rescued by God out of the bondage of legal justification. 

They’re now free from trying to be right with God through law-keeping and meritorious deeds, which also implies 

that they shouldn’t allow anyone else to come along and put the shackles of law-keeping that Jesus removed from 

them, back on them. 

Paul knew all too well, that some Christians would take advantage of their freedom from the law as an excuse to sin. 

He knew all too well that some Christians would sin in order to supposedly increase the grace of God in their 

lives, Romans 6:1. We know this was a problem for the early church, Jude 4. 

As Christians, we have been set free from trying to be right with God through law-keeping, but we aren’t free from 

the law of Christ, 1 Corinthians 8:9 / Romans 6:1-2 / 1 Peter 2:16. 

As Christians, we’re not under the Old Testament laws but we’re still under the law of Christ. We obey God and His 

commandments not because we have to but because we want to. 

And we want to please God because of His grace, it’s His grace that motivates us to do things. It’s our love for God 

that motivates us to submit to His will and His ways. Paul is saying, grace doesn’t produce a license to sin. 

Paul says, the very foundation upon which law stands is love, in other words, law governs our interaction with one 

another. Loving our neighbour motivates us to act in a lawful manner, whether it be in our relationships with one 

another as a church or with society as a whole. 

Paul says the problem with legalism is that everyone ends up ‘biting and devouring each other.’ Instead of loving 

each other, the church ends up divided because everyone’s having a go at each other, James 4:1-2. 

The devil will use anything he can to destroy the Christian, even if that means using Christians to cause division. No 

wonder Paul says, ‘watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.’ Paul knew where this legalistic mindset would 

end up, it would be disastrous. 

“So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires, what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 

whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” Galatians 5:16-18 

Now how do we walk by the Spirit? If we live in a spiritual manner, then we’re living in the way the Holy Spirit 

wants us to live. And how do we know how He wants us to live? We have to read the Word, the Bible, Hebrews 4:12. 
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We wouldn’t even know that the Holy Spirit existed if He didn’t reveal Himself to us through the Word. Likewise, 

Christians wouldn’t have a clue about how to live godly lives if we didn’t have the Bible. 

Paul says, the legalist is motivated by the flesh but the free Christian is motivated by grace and he says, the life that is 

directed by the Spirit is opposed to the life that has been given over to fulfil the desires of the flesh. In other words, 

we all have a choice to make, will we live to please God or will we live to please ourselves? 

And Paul knew all too well what he meant when he talked about this choice and he understood that it takes self-

discipline to please God, 1 Corinthians 9:27. In other words, it’s all too easy to live life to satisfy our own desires but 

it takes time and self-discipline to live our lives in a way that pleases God. 

And so, Paul says, Christians aren’t only to ‘walk by the Spirit’ but must be ‘led by the Spirit’. The word ‘led’ is 

interesting because it carries with it the idea of being driven, Paul is saying, through God’s Word, we need to let the 

Holy Spirit lead us. 

Paul is contrasting a life led by the Spirit and a life led by the flesh. These legalists were focusing so much on being 

right with God through law-keeping, that the whole emphasis ended up being on the flesh and performance. But those 

who seek a spiritual relationship with God will seek God’s direction through the inspired word of God. 

When Paul says, ‘you are not under the law,’ the word, ‘the’ isn’t in the original Greek text, it should read ‘not under 

law’. What difference does that make? It helps understand that Paul isn’t just talking about the Law of Moses, but 

law in general, any law. 

His point is that anyone who’s trying to be right with God, through any kind of legal requirement is still under 

bondage. But those who trust in the grace of God for their salvation and have faith in Christ and what He did at 

Calvary are not under bondage. 

James says if a person breaks one law, they are guilty of breaking all the law, James 2:10. But in contrast, the real 

Christian will depend solely upon God, for their salvation. Why? 

Because they know that they can’t keep the law perfectly, they know they will mess with us and fail, and they see 

their need for grace. In other words, perfect law-keeping demands obedience to law but grace motivates obedience to 

law. 

We’re still under law but it’s God’s New Testament law, James calls it a law of liberty, James 1:25. Later James tells 

us that we will be judges by the law which gives us freedom, James 2:12. The point is your free from the Old 

Testament way of being right with God through law-keeping. 

“The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I 

warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” Galatians 5:19-21 

Paul says these acts of the flesh are obvious, they are no longer hidden from society but encouraged in society. 

Society now tells us that sexual immorality is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5. 

Society now tells us that impurity is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Titus 1:15. Society now tells us that 

debauchery is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Romans 13:13. 

Society now tells us that idolatry is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Leviticus 20:6. Society now tells us that 

hatred is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Titus 3:3. 

Society now tells us that discord is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Titus 3:9-11. Society now tells us that 

jealousy is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, 1 Corinthians 3:3. 
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Society now tells us that fits of rage are acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Proverbs 29:11. Society now tells us 

that selfish ambition is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Galatians 6:12. 

Society now tells us that dissensions are acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise Proverbs 18:2. Society now tells us 

that that faction is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Galatians 4:17. 

Society now tells us that envy is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Proverbs 14:30. Society now tells us that 

drunkenness is acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, Proverbs 23:20-21. Society now tells us that orgies are 

acceptable, but the Bible says otherwise, 1 Peter 4:3. 

And because Paul uses the phrase, ‘and the like’, he’s simply giving us a few examples out of many he could have 

given, to remind us what the sinful acts of the flesh are. 

And to contrast the acts of the flesh, Paul goes on to speak about the fruit of the Spirit. 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.” Galatians 5:22-24 

Now notice that Paul speaks about the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit, not the ‘fruits’. 

In other words, there is one fruit that produces nine attributes in the Christian life. And the reason we have nine 

attributes is because during the miraculous age in the New Testament, there were nine miraculous gifts, 1 Corinthians 

12:8-10, but the nine miraculous gifts were temporary, while these nine attributes of the Spirit are permanent. 

Paul is saying that those who have turned from depending on themselves for salvation, have turned to depend on the 

direction of God. In other words, the fruit of the Spirit is brought forth in the lives of those who seek direction from 

God for moral attitudes and behaviour. 

Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit is the proof that we are Christians and notice the first characteristic of the Christian 

who is living the Christian life, it’s love. Love is the foundation upon which all the qualities of the fruit are 

built, Romans 5:8. 

If we love our neighbour as we love ourselves, we will demonstrate in our lives these characteristics of godly 

behaviour. In other words, one leads to another, we begin with love and the result of love is joy, then peace with our 

neighbour, then forbearance. 

Paul says that love, when it’s fully understood by the Christian goes on to produce joy. When Jesus showed His love 

for mankind by dying for us all, He was filled with joy, Hebrews 12:2. When we share God’s love with others it 

produces joy in our hearts. 

And so, love produces joy and joy goes on to produce peace. Note that the word ‘peace’ doesn’t mean no more wars 

no more terrorism etc. It’s speaking about the kind of peace we have in our hearts from knowing we’re right with 

God, Philippians 4:4-7. 

In other words, when the Christian begins to doubt their salvation, God gives us a peace in our hearts that we can’t 

understand. Just knowing we have that peace in our hearts will lead us to be at peace with everyone else around 

us, Romans 12:18. 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace goes on to produce patience. We need to keep reminding 

ourselves of how patient God is with us, for us to be patient with others, Colossians 3:12-13. 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace produces patience and patience goes on to produce kindness. 

Kindness is the inner gentle nature of the Christian that is produced as a result of dependence on the grace of God, 1 

Corinthians 13:4. In other words, kindness will lead us to do good to our neighbours. 



42 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace produces patience and patience produces kindness and kindness 

goes on to produce goodness. 

Paul is going to speak about this in the next chapter, Galatians 6:10. This is the outward expression of inner kindness, 

it’s doing good toward others. 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace produces patience and patience produces kindness and kindness 

produces goodness and goodness goes on to produce faithfulness. 

When we understand that God was faithful in saving us by His grace, this should help us to be faithful to those 

around us, 1 Corinthians 13:7. In other words, we’ll be more committed to our neighbour because we have developed 

a relationship that is based on loving one another. 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace produces patience and patience produces kindness and kindness 

produces goodness and goodness produce faithfulness and faithfulness goes on to produce gentleness. The gentle, are 

courteous and considerate of their neighbours and their brothers and sisters in Christ, Galatians 6:1. 

Love produces joy and joy produces peace and peace produces patience and patience produces kindness and kindness 

produces goodness and goodness produces faithfulness and faithfulness produce gentleness and gentleness goes on to 

produce self-control. 

Gentleness refers to our ability to control outbursts of emotion to guard the relationship of peace that we have with 

our neighbour, 1 Corinthians 9:25. 

All these characteristics are evidence of a Spirit-filled life. But Paul says, if you want to prove you’re a Christian, 

then let the characteristics of the Holy Spirit be visible in your life. 

He says, “against such things, there is no law”, in other words, if we live our lives displaying the fruit of the Spirit, 

we don’t need any law to tell us how we should behave towards anyone. 

Those who belong to Christ have put to death any efforts to work themselves to heaven by perfect law-keeping and 

meritorious deeds. In other words, anyone who is trying to be right with God through law-keeping only doesn’t 

belong to Christ. Christians should be trusting in God’s grace, not trusting in how well they keep the law, Romans 

8:9. 

Notice that Paul reminds us that the Christian has crucified the desires and passions of the flesh. Why are we to 

crucify those desires and passions? Because those desires and passions actually encourage us to try and live right 

through our own abilities, rather than depending on God’s grace. 

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying 
each other.” Galatians 5:25-26 

The Christian life is within the realm of the Spirit’s direction through the word of God and so when we live according 

to the direction of God’s word, we are living in the Spirit. 

Paul is calling on the Galatians to bring their lives into harmony with the direction of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER 6 

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But 
watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.” Galatians 6:1 
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DOING GOOD TO ALL 

As we enter the final chapter of Galatians, we find Paul writing to the church in Galatia concerning their 

responsibilities toward one another in Christian service. 

He tells them that there are things that must be done to fight against the negative impact these legalistic teachers have 

done within the church. 

Paul says that there are times when a Christian lets their guard down, and sin can easily enter our lives and overtake 

us and before we know what’s happened we become under the bondage of sin again. 

We must be on our guard as Christians against the devil and His schemes, 1 Peter 5:8. The devil whom Peter 

describes as a lion, roars, not only when it’s hunting but also when it’s about to attack its prey. 

Whose responsible for helping those who are caught up in sin? Paul says, ‘you who live by the Spirit’, in other 

words, those who are spiritually mature. Why would that be the case? Why wouldn’t a young immature Christian be 

responsible for helping those caught up in sin? 

It’s the responsibility of the strong in the faith to watch out for the weak in the faith, that’s why having spiritually 

mature elders is so important for a church. This doesn’t mean that the spiritually mature are beyond temptation and 

sin but it means they should be mature enough to deal with the situation. 

They are mature enough to understand that they’re dealing with spiritual things, in the spiritual realms. Whereas a 

younger immature Christian may not have the experience in dealing with people. 

Notice how the mature Christian should go about helping someone caught up in sin, ‘you who live by the Spirit 

should restore that person gently’. Paul says, restoring someone should be done with a spirit of gentleness. In the 

context of Galatians, Paul is saying that those who have given in to the onslaught of legalism must be restored. 

There were many legalists among the churches in Galatia, but not all of them were legalists, some of them knew what 

grace was all about, and they understand the nature of God’s grace. It’s the legalist who are the first to condemn and 

then ask for others to conform to their judgment. 

Those who understand God’s grace, trust in God’s grace for salvation by faith and it is those Christians, that Paul is 

appealing to, to help those other Christians, whose lives have been devastated by legalistic teaching. And what does 

that tell us? 

It tells us that, like newborn babies, human beings are fragile. We make a mess of trying to restore someone who’s 

caught up in sin because we don’t understand the meaning of the word ‘restore’. 

Paul says, ‘you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently.’ If I had a beautiful vase on my coffee table 

and someone came along and knocked it over and broke it. If I really loved that vase, I would go out of my may to 

have it restored and I would place it back where it belongs on the coffee table. 

Yes, you may see the cracks from where it was broken, yes it may not look as beautiful as it once did but the 

restoration isn’t all about the outward looks, it’s about putting that vase back where it belongs. Restore means to 

repair and to put back to where it was indented to be. 

God is in the restoration business, we see the cracks of sin in our lives, we feel the brokenness in our souls that our 

sin leaves behind, but when God restores, He puts us back to where we’re supposed to be. 
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We make a mess of it because we see that broken vase, we think we’ve restored it but all we’ve done is leave it in the 

cupboard, instead of being on that coffee table where it belongs. 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfil the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2 

The legalist wants to add to our burdens, they add the burden of their traditions and opinions on the conscience of 

those who are sincerely seeking to serve God. However, it’s our responsibility as brothers in Christ to help one 

another in the faith, Romans 12:10 / James 5:16. 

Christianity doesn’t isolate individuals from one another. Christians must individually and collectively support one 

another to be faithful, Hebrews 10:23-24. The law of Christ is to love one another and this law of Christ brings 

individuals together into a common bond and fellowship. 

The law of the legalist doesn’t do that, their law divides, and it divides by the binding of strict hair-splitting opinions 

and interpretations, Galatians 5:14. Loving one another means carrying each other’s burdens, but you need to allow 

the church to do that. 

God doesn’t want you to suffer or struggle with anything, He provided a church family to help you carry the load. 

The legalistic won’t carry your burden they’ll add to it, and they’ll give you, even more, to struggle with. 

“If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. Each one should test their own 
actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each one 

should carry their own load.” Galatians 6:3-5 

The legalist has deceived himself into thinking that his works have justified him before God. They don’t need the 

grace of God, they just need to keep the rules. And all that does is promote arrogant self-deception, and it clouds our 

minds of the grace of God, Romans 12:3 / 1 Corinthians 10:12. 

And how do we know if we’re becoming a little too arrogant and self-reliant? We know we’re becoming arrogant and 

self-reliant when we start comparing ourselves with others. 

As Christians, we must consider our own work in reference to God alone, otherwise, we start boasting about our good 

works and contrasting our good works against our brothers and sisters. 

In other words, when we start contrasting ourselves with others, we begin to judge others by our own standards and 

not God’s. Paul looked at his own work as a response to God’s grace, 1 Corinthians 15:10. He understood he didn’t 

work his way into God’s grace, but grace has worked him into God’s work of grace, Ephesians 2:8-10. 

The point is that those who are of the faith of Abraham, view their work in response to God’s grace but the legalist 

views his work in comparison to his brother. Those of the faith of Abraham work in thanksgiving but the legalist 

works and compares his work with his brother. 

Notice what Paul later, ‘for each one should carry their own load’. Wait a minute Paul, didn’t you just say that we’re 

to ‘carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, we will fulfil the law of Christ.’ 

Well, the word in verse 2 refers to a heavy burden to be borne. The word here in verse 9, refers to the burden of a 

soldier, in other words, every soldier must carry his own pack. 

Now I know that we’re family and we’re supposed to help each other but ultimately, we’re responsible for our own 

relationship with God, Romans 2:6 / 1 Corinthians 3:8 / Galatians 6:4 / James 4:12. When it comes to the final 

judgment, no one will be responsible for someone else’s personal behaviour, 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

There’s a real blessing when Christians share with each other and those around them. And after speaking about the 

importance of sharing each other’s burdens, whilst at the same carrying your own load. 
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Paul now goes on to speak about another aspect of sharing, the sharing of our finances with the teacher or preacher of 

God’s word. 

“Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor.” 
Galatians 6:6 

The word, ‘share’ that Paul uses here is the Greek word ‘koinonia’ and it means to share in joint partnership. It’s the 

same word that Luke uses in Acts 2:42 when he speaks about what the new Christians devoted themselves to, it’s the 

word, ‘fellowship’. 

Paul is saying that Christians have the blessing of sharing their finances to support their preachers or teachers, 1 

Corinthians 9:11-12. It’s a great privilege and honour to support those who teach us, but we need to be sure we’re 

supporting the right people. 

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from 
the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” Galatians 6:7-

8 

It seems that the Galatians were doing what the Corinthians were doing, that is, supporting the wrong teachers. When 

Paul later wrote to the church in Corinth, the Corinthians were supporting those who were denying the apostleship of 

Paul and were teaching a whole bunch of false doctrines. 

This is what the Galatians were doing, too, they were supporting the Judaizing teachers who were teaching that 

Christians needed to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses. And so, Paul warns them that if they do this, they 

will reap what they sow. 

In other words, if they sow by supporting those who are emphasising the works of the flesh in reference to law-

keeping and meritorious works, then they will reap the results of such behaviour, but if they sow to the Spirit, they 

will reap the kingdom of God. 

Paul’s telling them that they must stop supporting these Judaizing teachers. If we sow spiritual things, we will reap 

spiritual things, if we sow fleshly, we will reap what the flesh produces. 

In this context, Paul is basically saying, if these Galatian Christians continue to invest their money into these false 

teachers. These false teachers were promoting a gospel that included legalistic law-keeping. 

They will ultimately reap the consequences of supporting them, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9. God says that we will reap 

what we sow, not only in this life but also in that which is to come, Romans 2:6. 

Before we move on let me explain something that troubles me, especially when I hear Christians speaking about 

sowing and reaping. 

Many Christians wrongly believe in ‘karma’, saying that the principle of sowing and reaping and karma is the same. 

Karma is a belief in Hinduism and Buddhism, something that isn’t mentioned anywhere in the Bible. 

The Merriam-Webster dictionary says Karma is ‘the force created by a person’s actions that are believed in Hinduism 

and Buddhism to determine what that person’s next life will be like’ or ‘the force created by a person’s actions that 

some people believe causes good or bad things to happen to that person’. 

In other words, karma teaches people to believe that they will always get what they deserve. If they do good, good 

things will naturally come their way, if they do bad, bad things will inevitably come, and so on. 
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While the idea of having good comes around again for the good things we do. And having bad come around again for 

the bad things we do, sounds like the sowing and reaping principle of Galatians 6:7, it really isn’t. 

Karma insists on receiving the returns of what we do today in the afterlife, something like ‘if you’re a bad man today, 

you’ll be a dirt-eating fly in the next life.’ But the Bible gives us just one simple explanation to say what we deserve. 

The Bible simply says that all of us deserve nothing good for what we’ve done and how we’ve lived, Romans 

3:10 / Romans 3:23 / Romans 6:23. 

Karma says we can do good and receive our due after this life but the Bible says there’s nothing we can do in this life 

to make us worthy of receiving goodness in this life and in the life to come. 

What’s more, karma says all of us will live again, to either a better or worse life based on what we do today. The 

Bible, however, says that we can only live, if we believe in the Son of God, John 3:16-17. In other words, our actions 

can’t win a better afterlife for us, only the blood of Jesus can. 

Notice how Paul concludes with what he’s been teaching throughout the letter. He’s contrasting those who sow to the 

Spirit, with those who are sowing to the flesh. Paul says that those who sow to the flesh will reap the curse of 

God, Galatians 1:6-9. 

In Galatians 5:20-21 after giving us a list of sins which says if you are continually involved in these sins, you won’t 

inherit eternal life, which tells us if we’re not involved in those sins, we will reap eternal life. Those who sow to the 

works of the flesh will reap certain destruction but those who sow to the Spirit will reap certain life. 

The Greek word for eternal is ‘aionion’ and Paul is using it in reference to the quality of life to come. Christians have 

this life now as a result of God’s grace, but it will continue into the future in the presence of God. 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers. See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!” Galatians 6:9-11 

We must remember we’re not responsible for making Christians, God is. But we need to let others know of that good 

news, to give them a chance to become Christians, and to share that message with others in order for God to work on 

those people with His word. 

And the reason we do good works is simply because God has work for us to do. God has work for us to do, it’s all 

prepared for us, but we need to make ourselves available to do those good works, Ephesians 2:10. 

Doing good works isn’t about us, it isn’t even about those we help, it’s about giving God the glory that only He 

deserves, Matthew 5:16. We do good because we are saved, not to become saved. We do good because we are in 

Christ, not in order to come into Christ, Philippians 2:12-13. 

Jesus began two thousand years ago, to fulfil the Father’s will by His good works and His sacrifice on the cross. He 

delivered His message, but He wants us to finish the picture. There are good works to be fulfilled and we need to 

make it our business to finish them and so fulfilling those works He has planned for each of us. 

The legalist will go to the judgment day in doubt because they have trusted in their own performance but the sons of 

faith will go to the judgment day with boldness because they have trusted in the atonement sacrifice of Jesus. 

We should give up on our good deeds, we’re doing God’s work and He promises that we will reap a harvest. We 

understand that between seedtime and harvest comes a time of waiting. 
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After a seed is planted, the heat, moisture and pressure of the ground finally cause the outer hull to crack open. Then 

roots shoot up, digging their way through the ground but it takes time for this to happen, and it takes place 

underground. 

Above the ground, you can’t tell anything is happening and that’s the way our lives are. After we plant the Gospel 

seed, we feel like nothing is happening, but all kinds of things are happening inside where we can’t see. And like the 

seed that bursts through the ground with a beautiful green shoot, our seeds will finally come into a beautiful 

manifestation of God in our lives. 

Aren’t you glad that Jesus didn’t give up? Aren’t you glad, He didn’t give up on us? Hebrews 12:3. We need to 

understand that God’s timing is often a mystery. He doesn’t do things on our timetable but His word promises that He 

will not be late, not one single day, Habakkuk 2:3. 

God causes things to happen at exactly the right time and our job isn’t to figure out when, but to make up our minds 

that we won’t give up until we cross the finish line. We do good works because God has them prepared for us to do 

and we don’t give up because Jesus didn’t give up on us. 

Some believe we should only look after each other, but Paul says the opposite, he says Christians must ‘do good to all 

people’. Paul says to the Galatians, ‘do good to all people’, and to Titus, he says, ‘doing good is excellent and 

profitable for everyone,’ Titus 3:8. 

Why would Paul say, ‘especially to those who belong to the family of believers’? They say that charity begins at 

home and that’s certainly true. Too many Christians, even among our own number go unnoticed because they’re too 

embarrassed to ask for help. Some of them won’t ask for help because their pride gets in the way. 

If we’re so quick to help those who aren’t Christians, we should be twice as quick to help our own. When we do good 

to those who aren’t Christians, we’re proclaiming to the world that Jesus is our Lord. And when we do good to those 

within our church family, we’re reminding them that they too have made Jesus their Lord. 

In other words, all our good works not only benefit us but benefit the world too. But the glory for doing those good 

works goes to God, Psalm 115:1. 

Paul says, ‘See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!’ It’s possible he was emphasising the 

seriousness of his letter, and it’s possible he’s emphasising a warning about what he’s about to write. 

I personally believe he was writing with large letters because he was going blind. I believe this because Paul has 

already mentioned it in his letter, Galatians 4:12-15. 

“Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only 
reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not even those who are circumcised keep the 

law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh.” Galatians 6:12-13 

The problem with legalists is that they always want to be recognised, they’re always fighting to become popular 

among the saints. In other words, it’s all about status and when they get that status, they go all out to recruit other 

Christians to their own doctrine. 

But the problem with seeking status is that it promotes pride, Romans 11:20 / 1 Corinthians 10:12. These legalistic 

teachers wanted some status of importance in the church in an effort to get Christians to be circumcised. 

The word ‘compel’ means to constrain, it means to persuade someone strongly or as we would say today, intimidate. 

These guys were using every tactic of intimidation they could think of, to get others to submit to their rules and 

regulations. 
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The same kind of tactics they used on Peter and the church in Antioch, Galatians 2:11-13. They were compelling the 

Gentile Christians to be circumcised in order that they might make an appearance of toeing the line with the law. 

But the real reason behind this was to try and escape being persecuted for the sake of the cross of Christ. What they 

were doing was making themselves enemies of the cross, Philippians 3:18. This is how cults start, they intimidate 

people to conform to their ways. 

Once the new converts totally conform, the new convert goes out to intimidate others to conform. In other words, 

their goal is to save the saved and they want their own group to grow, made up of people who now follow the original 

legalistic teaching. 

Paul not only explains the motivation of the legalistic Judaizers, but he also shows their hypocrisy. He says they were 

zealous about keeping one part of the law, which was circumcision. 

But the only reason they were zealous was because they wanted to impress those around them, Matthew 23:3. These 

guys were hypocrites because they wanted to keep one part of the law but ignore the other parts of the law, James 

2:10-11. 

In other words, Paul says these guys demand conformity to their standards but fail to measure up to perfect law-

keeping, they are hypocrites. 

“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.” Galatians 6:14 

Though the preaching of the cross brought persecution, Paul wouldn’t stop preaching about it, Romans 1:16. Though 

the atonement of the cross by the grace of God was foolishness to some, he would still proclaim that God’s grace was 

revealed by His Son hanging on the cross outside the city walls of Jerusalem, Philippians 3:3-7. 

Legalists will always praise themselves in their own ability to keep law and they can always tell you about all the 

good deeds they’ve done. But Paul says that he personally would glory only in the grace that proceeds from the cross. 

All that Paul had gained in the world, he had sacrificed for the grace that came from the cross. His old man of sin had 

been crucified when he came to Jesus. 

“Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation.” Galatians 6:15 

When Paul speaks about circumcision here, he’s using it in a way that stands for a legal system of religion and all that 

would involve. In other words, if you’re trying to be right with God solely through your good works, you’re wasting 

your time. He says if you’re trying to do that, then your meritorious efforts accomplish nothing. 

There’s no religious significance to the act of circumcision and so it makes no difference whether a person is 

circumcised or not but what really counts and what is really important, is that we become a new creation. 

But how do we do that? We become a new creation when we’re baptised into Christ. We become a new creation by 

the atoning blood of Jesus, Acts 22:16 / Galatians 3:26-28. 

“Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.” Galatians 6:16 

What is this rule which Paul is speaking about here? God’s grace isn’t in vain in the life of the Christian who has 

given themselves to thank God through obedience, 1 Corinthians 15:10. Christians don’t work in order to receive 

salvation, Christians work in order to thank God for all that was accomplished on the cross on their behalf. 
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That’s the rule Paul is speaking about, he’s speaking about a life that just overflows with thankfulness to God for 

what He has done for us and it’s demonstrated in our good works, 2 Corinthians 4:15. 

When Paul speaks about the Israel of God, he’s referring to the true Jews who became children of Abraham by faith, 

not by works of law and all Christians are sons of Abraham by faith. 

“From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” Galatians 6:17 

These Judaizers were boasting about their works in relation to law but Paul had only the scars left by those who 

persecuted him for preaching the Gospel of grace and faith, 2 Corinthians 4:10. 

These Judaizers were boasting to their supporters concerning the mark of circumcision but Paul only had the scars of 

persecution for preaching the cross in order to deliver men from the bonds of paganism. 

This explains why Paul was so angry with these legalists, they were stealing the work of God that had been brought 

forth by the grace of God and Paul’s hard work. 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.” Galatians 6:18 

It’s grace that goes with every Christian, for in it, we all must trust, 2 Corinthians 12:9. It’s in grace that we find the 

boldness to speak about judgment. For we will all stand before God, not on the merit of our own performance of law 

or meritorious good works, but the foundation of the grace of God. 

Everything we do, say and live for is because of the grace of God. Grace is what we are, we’re a living, talking 

example and advertisement of what grace is, 1 Corinthians 15:10. 

In the closing of his letter to the Galatians, Paul calls on the favour of Jesus for the entire welfare of the Galatians 

church. It’s Paul’s prayer that Jesus shows special favour to them, 3 John 2. 

The word ‘your’ is plural in the Greek text which means Paul is including the whole church which meets in Galatia. 

Notice that the word ‘spirit’ isn’t a capital ‘S’, so he’s not referring to the Holy Spirit. Now you might ask, well, what 

difference does that make? Just as God is a triune being made up of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. God 

created us as triune beings, made up of a spirit, soul and body, 1 Thessalonians 5:23. 
 

 


