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‘His Love Endures Forever’ 

The boyfriend calls his girlfriend and says, ‘Hi, hon, are you good with your heart transplant tomorrow?’ ‘Oh, I’m a 
bit frightened, but confident,’ she answers. ‘You know, I love you, and I’m sure everything is gonna be fine,’ he adds. 
‘I love you too!’ she says and hangs up. After a successful surgery, she wakes up and when she sees her father beside 
her, she inquires, ‘where’s my boyfriend?’ ‘Whose heart do you think is in your body now?’ asks her dad. ‘NOOO!!!’ 
she exclaims. ‘Calm down’, said her father, ‘this was just to test your new heart. He just went to the restroom.’ 
 
When it comes to testing the heart of God, we’re left with no doubts that He really does love us. We’re going to look 
at Psalm 136 today, to see if we can get a glimpse into the heart of God. 
 

Heading 
‘An exhortation to give thanks to God for particular mercies.’ 

 
Although the NIV offers no heading, the KJV tells us that this psalm was used to encourage God’s people to give 
thanks for God’s mercies. The structure of this psalm is different from all the other psalms, as each sentence ends 
with the words, ‘His love endures forever’. The KJV uses the words, ‘His mercy endures forever.’ 
 
This word translated ‘love’ or ‘mercy’ is the Hebrew word ‘checed’, it’s a word so rich in meaning that it’s hard to 
translate into English. It means the undeserved goodness and love and mercy of God. It means that God is good and 
loving and merciful and kind to us when we don’t deserve it.  
 
The words ‘Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever’ are found 26 times in this Psalm and 
throughout the Old Testament, 1 Chronicles 16:7 / 1 Chronicles 16:34 / 1 Chronicles 16:41 / 2 Chronicles 5:13 / 2 
Chronicles 7:3 / 2 Chronicles 7:6 / 2 Chronicles 20:21 / Jeremiah 33:10-11 / Ezra 3:11. 
 
So this phrase which is repeated in every verse of Psalm 136 is a famous one in Old Testament worship and history.  
In fact, the first 3 verses all begin with the words, ‘give thanks’, and the last verse ends with it. Because of God’s 
grace towards us, we have so much to give Him thanks for. The psalmist focuses on God’s great love and many 
commentators believe that the first line of each sentence would be read out loud by the priests, and the rest of the 
congregation would say the last words of the verse. 
 
As we go through this Psalm, I would like you to think about and write down on a piece of paper the things God has 
done in your life and you’ll quickly realise that His love for you personally, really does endure forever. 
 

‘Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever.’ Psalm 136:1 
 

The psalmist encourages us to give thanks to God simply because of Who He is. The first reason we have to give 
thanks to God isn’t because of anything He has done for us, but just because He is good, Psalm 100:4-5. 
 
Write down one example of how God has been good towards you. 
 
Everything that He does for us springs out of Who He is. He does all these good things for us because He is good, He 
is always good, that is just who He is. It can be hard for us to imagine God as good as He is, because there is no one 
else we know whom we can compare Him to. We may know people who have some good qualities, but none of them 
are always good.  
 
Many of us have got children or grandchild who are such well-behaved children, always smiling, always willing to 
help out but there are times when they simply don’t want to do anything you ask of them and then they turn into these 
little monsters. 
 
The point is that they can be good, but they’re not always good, and neither are we, none of us are always good. 
Because God is good, this means that He has no evil in Him, His intentions and motivations are always good, 1 John 
1:5. Because God is good, this means that He always does what is right, and the outcome of His plan is always good, 
Genesis 50:20. 
 
I’m sure you’ve heard that expression, ‘God is good, all the time, all the time, God is good’. That is really true, God 
is always good, He is never anything but good.  
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I remember many years ago my brother went to Blackpool for a holiday. He brought me back a stick on rock which 
had the words ‘Blackpool Rock’ written inside of it. I took that piece of rock and sucked on it, lick it and bit into it, 
but those words never disappeared, they were written all the way through. 
 
You see, that is what God is like, no matter how far down you go, His goodness continues to shine through. We don’t 
have to catch Him at a good time, we don’t have to catch Him in a good mood, He is always good. We don’t know 
anyone else like Him, He is always good to us. We can know that He is always working good things in and for us, 
even in what are the worst times for us and we should give thanks for that, Romans 8:28.  
 
Everything else that we have, everything else that we give thanks for, comes out of this, that God is good to us. 
Everyone should give thanks to the LORD because of His goodness. There is only One who is fully and truly good 
and that is God.  
 
Our good God invites us all to seek Him and to ‘taste and see that the LORD is good’, Psalm 34:8. The psalmist is 
telling us that God’s love never ends, it continually goes on, because God is love, He and His love are eternal, 1 John 
4:8 / 1 John 4:16. 
 

‘Give thanks to the God of gods. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures 
forever.’ Psalm 136:2-3 

 
The psalmist encourages us to give thanks to God because He is the God of gods and He is Lord of lords.  
 
Write down one reason why you love the God of the Bible more than any other so-called god. 
 
H. G. Wells was never particularly religious, but after he had studied the history of the human race and had observed 
human life, he came to an interesting conclusion: ‘Religion is the first thing and the last thing, and until a man has 
found God and been found by God, he begins at no beginning, he works to no end. He may have his friendships, his 
partial loyalties, his scraps of honour. But all these things fall into place and life falls into place only with God.’ 
 
In other words, He’s greater than any other god, He’s greater than any other lord, Deuteronomy 10:17. He is the true 
God and God is the Master of those who are lords among men over their servants.  
 
Write down one reason why you allow Jesus to be Lord of your life. 
 
Jesus assumed this position when He ascended to the right hand of God, 1 Timothy 6:15. And Jesus will maintain His 
position of King of kings and Lord of lords until He comes again, 1 Corinthians 15:26-28 / Revelation 19:16. 
 

‘To him who alone does great wonders, His love endures forever. Who by his understanding made the heavens, His 
love endures forever.  Who spread out the earth upon the waters, His love endures forever. Who made the great 

lights—His love endures forever. The sun to govern the day, His love endures forever. The moon and stars to govern 
the night; His love endures forever.’ Psalm 136:4-9 

 
The psalmist encourages us to give thanks to God because only He who miraculously created all things, has the 
power to do great wonders, that is, the miraculous.  
 
Write down one reason why you believe that God created the universe. 
 
When John Glenn looked out of the space shuttle Discovery and looked at the earth, he said, ‘to look at the window, 
as I did that first day, to look out at this kind of creation and not believe in God is to me impossible.’ 
 
God’s great wonders are seen in creation, when He created the heavens and the earth, Genesis 1:1. They speak of His 
never ending love towards His people, Proverbs 3:19 / Proverbs 8:24-31. The psalmist speaks about God’s great 
wonders as seen in the first four days of creation. They speak of the how God spread out the earth above the waters, 
Genesis 1:1-19 / Psalm 24:2 / Acts 14:17.  
 
This great wonder also declares God’s enduing love for His people. God’s great love is also seen in the great lights, 
He created in creation, these include the sun, the moon and star, Genesis 1:14-16. All of creation tells us that God’s 
love really does go on, it never ends. 
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And He made them for us as a gift of His grace, because He loves us. He did it because ‘His love endures forever’. 
Do you appreciate God’s creation? I hope you do. On WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter I often get pictures of God’s 
creation sent to me. There are sunsets, mountains and stars in the skies, and they are incredible. They remind us that 
God is the greatest artist there ever was. 
 
The artist Patti Smith once said, ‘To be an artist is to enter into competition with God.’ God has given us so many 
blessings in the creation He has made and placed us in. This is another reason we should give Him thanks. 
 
‘To him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt His love endures forever. And brought Israel out from among them 
His love endures forever. With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; His love endures forever. To him who divided 
the Red Sea asunder His love endures forever. And brought Israel through the midst of it, His love endures forever. 

But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea; His love endures forever.’ Psalm 136:10-15 
 

The psalmist now encourages us to give thanks to the Lord for His redemption. The psalmist speak about what God 
did for His people in bringing them out of Egypt. It was God struck down the firstborn of Egypt, and it was God who 
brought them out of Egypt, Exodus 12:29 / Psalm 135:8-9. 
 
But He brought them out of Egypt with a mighty and outstretched hand, that is, He delivered them in a powerful way, 
Exodus 6:6 / Deuteronomy 4:34 / Deuteronomy 5:15 / Deuteronomy 7:19 / Deuteronomy 26:8 / Jeremiah 32:21. 
Which again is a demonstration of God’s enduring love. 
 
Write down an example where God delivered you from something which was enslaving you. 
 
God not only delivered His people out of Egypt but when Pharaoh and his army chased them, Pharaoh and his army 
drowned in the Red Sea, Exodus 14:21-22 / Exodus 14:29 / Isaiah 33:9. The Exodus was considered to be the greatest 
salvation event of the Old Testament. God told the people of Israel that it was there that He redeemed them and they 
became His people.  
 
So when Israel thought of the Exodus, they thought of salvation. And as Christians, we too have experienced the 
greatest salvation event ever in the history of mankind. Our salvation was made possible because of what Jesus did 
for us on the cross. Instead of a lamb sacrificed at the Passover before the Exodus, we have what Peter calls ‘the 
precious blood as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ,’ 1 Peter 1:19. 
 
We’re saved because Jesus went to die on the cross for us, and His blood washed away our sins. By doing so, He 
opened up the way for us to have a relationship with God and a home with Him in heaven. 
 
Some time ago, a teenager, Arthur Hinkley, lifted a 3,000-pound tractor with his bare hands. He wasn’t a weight 
lifter, but his friend, Lloyd Batchelder, 18, was pinned under a tractor on a farm near Rome, Maine. Hearing Lloyd 
scream, Arthur somehow lifted the tractor enough for Lloyd to wriggle out. It was love which motivated him to do it.  
 
Our Father in heaven heard the screams of lost humanity, crying out for deliverance. He sent His one and only 
precious Son to the cross so that our sins could be lifted off of us and on to Him. All of which was motivated by His 
love for us, John 3:16 / Romans 5:8. 
 
If you are a Christian, there’s nothing greater than this that you have to give thanks for. Your sins are forgiven, every 
one of them! You have a new life! You have a relationship with God and a home in heaven that no one can take 
away. Which again is a demonstration of God’s enduring love.  
 

‘To him who led his people through the wilderness; His love endures forever.’ Psalm 136:16 
 
The psalmist now encourages us to give thanks to the Lord for our trials. It was God who led His people through the 
wilderness, Deuteronomy 29:5. And cared for their needs, by providing food, Exodus 16:12-15, and water, Exodus 
15:25. Which again is a demonstration of God’s enduring love. 
 
Write down one example where God helped you through a trial you were going through. 
 
Mildred Witte Struven once said, ‘A clay pot sitting in the sun will always be a clay pot. It has to go through the 
white heat of the furnace to become porcelain’. 
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I don’t know about you, but I always give thanks to God when He delivers me out of some trial. But then I asked 
myself, why didn’t I give thanks to God for allowing me to go through that trial? James 1:2-4. In difficult times we 
usually want God to do a removing job, when He wants to do an improving job.  
 
Maybe you’ve gone through something hard in the past, or maybe you’re even right now in a difficult situation. But 
today God wants you to learn to give Him thanks for the good things He is doing in your life right now, Psalm 
119:71. 
 
As Corrie Ten Boom once said, ‘To realize the worth of the anchor, we need to feel the storm’. 
 
This Psalm teaches us that we can give thanks to Him, even when He is leading us through the wilderness! We can 
always give thanks to God for these things, no matter what we may be going through in our life. Any trial that we go 
through is like the bottle of tomato ketchup which you have in the cupboard, it has an expiry date. All the things we 
have to go through in this life are temporary, and they will soon be over.  
 
And on our worst day, when everything seems to be going against us, and we can’t find much to give thanks for, we 
can always give God thanks for His love, because those trials can never separate us from His love, Romans 8:35. 

 
‘To him who struck down great kings, His love endures forever. And killed mighty kings—His love endures forever. 
Sihon king of the Amorites His love endures forever. And Og king of Bashan—His love endures forever. And gave 
their land as an inheritance, His love endures forever. An inheritance to his servant Israel. His love endures forever.’ 

Psalm 136:17-22 
 
The psalmist now encourages us to give thanks to the Lord for His victories. God’s enduring love is seen when He 
struck down great kings and killed mighty kings, Deuteronomy 3:11-13 / Amos 2:9. These kings were Sihon king of 
the Amorites, Numbers 21:23-24, and Og king of Bashan, Numbers 21:33-35. As a result, of defeating these kings, 
Israel were given their land as an inheritance, Psalm 135:10-12. 
 
Once when I was in Scotland I saw an eagle, a splendid bird, but it was chained to a rock. It had some twenty or thirty 
feet of chain attached to its legs, and to an iron bolt in the rock. There was the king of birds, meant to soar into 
Heaven, chained to earth. That is the life of multitudes of believers.  
 
God didn’t create us to just to have life, but to have life in abundance, John 10:10. He wants us to understand that 
we’re not just conquerors, we’re more than conquerors, Romans 8:37-39. 
 
Write down one example where God gave you a victory over something or someone in your life. 
 
Walking through a park, I passed a massive oak tree. A vine had grown up along its trunk. The vine started small, 
nothing to bother about. But over the years the vine had gotten taller and taller. By the time I passed, the entire lower 
half of the tree was covered by the vine’s creepers. The mass of tiny feelers was so thick that the tree looked as 
though it had innumerable birds' nests in it. 
 
Now the tree was in danger. This huge, solid oak was quite literally being taken over; the life was being squeezed 
from it. But the gardeners in that park had seen the danger. They had taken a saw and severed the trunk of the vine, 
one neat cut across the middle. The tangled mass of the vine’s branches still clung to the oak, but the vine was now 
dead. That would gradually become plain as weeks passed and the creepers began to die and fall away from the tree.  
 
How easy it is for sin, which begins so small and seemingly insignificant, to grow until it has a strangling grip on our 
lives. And yet, Christ’s death has cut the power of sin. Yes, the ‘creepers’ of sin still cling and have some effect. But 
sin’s power is severed by Christ, and gradually, sin’s grip dries up and falls away.    
 
We should always give God thanks for helping is in our victories over sin. When Christ is in our lives, we can 
overcome anything and no one can separate us from His love because His love endures forever. 
 

‘He remembered us in our low estate His love endures forever. And freed us from our enemies. His love endures 
forever. He gives food to every creature. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love 

endures forever.’ Psalm 136:23-26 
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The psalmist now encourages us to give thanks to the Lord for His care for us. 
 
Write down one example where God cared for you by meeting a need. 
 
The psalmist tells us that God remembered Israel in their low estate, in other words, the psalmist has now moved on 
from what God has done in the past and is now looking at the present. God’s enduring love is seen in the fact that He 
still remembers Israel in their current condition and freed them from their enemies. God’s enduring love is seen in 
how He provides food, not just for mankind, Psalm 104:27-28 / Psalm 115:16, but for every creature, Genesis 9:8-17. 
 
The psalmist ends by encouraging Israel to give thanks to the God of heaven, the God who exists in a heavenly realm, 
2 Chronicles 36:23 / Ezra 1:2 / Ezra 5:11-12 / Daniel 2:18 / Daniel 2:44 / Daniel 5:23. 
 
Notice how personal this is. He who ‘made the stars’ named them and ‘he calls them all by their names,’ Psalm 
147:4. This great Shepherd ‘calls his own sheep by name’, John 10:3. When He called Ananias by name from 
Heaven, He not only gave him the name of a recently converted persecutor, but also named the street on which he 
was visiting, and the name of his host, Acts 9:10-12.  
 
In other words, God isn’t too engrossed with the affairs of the universe to call even the weakest believer by name, and 
to note his house and street address, and the circumstances surrounding him, and to minister to him!  
 
You see, it’s one thing to know that God did all these things for people back in Israel’s day, or in some other place.  
It’s another thing to see that He does it for us, right here and right now. David says God saw us, God helped us, God 
did this for us, He made it personal. 
 
Loved ones, it’s not to just believe in God, even the demons believe in Him, James 2:19. You have to make it 
personal, you have to believe that He did this for you. You have to confess your sins, and make Him the Lord of your 
life. You have to make it personal, and trust that God loves and cares and provides for you! 
 
We may be poor, we may be lowly, we may be undeserving, but God loves us and God hears us. He remembers us in 
our low estate. He sees, He hears, He loves, and He helps and saves us. Not just the world, not just everyone else, 
you, me, us!  
 
It’s not just that ‘God so loved the world’, John 3:16, it is ‘He loved ME and gave Himself for ME’, Galatians 2:20. 
We can give God thanks today because of His personal love and care for us. 

 
Conclusion 

Like I mentioned at the start of this lesson, Psalm 136 begins with give thanks to the Lord for He is good and ends 
with giving thanks to the God of heaven because His love endures forever. Loved ones, when you read back at how 
you answered all those questions, you will realise that they are just the tip of the iceberg of how God’s love for you 
endures forever. 
 
We often sing the hymn written by Johnson Oatman, ‘count your blessings’ but have you ever tried to count them, 
you’ll be amazed at what the Lord has done. Matt Redman, the author of the hymn, ‘10,000 Reasons’, he writes, 
there’s ‘10,000 Reasons for my heart to find, to bless and thank the Lord.’ 
 
Over and over again the psalmist reminds us of how God’s enduring love has been clearly demonstrated not only in 
creation but also by the way He protected and cared for the needs of His people. When we turn our attention to those 
beautiful descriptions of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, we note that Paul reminds us that love not only bears all things, 
Galatians 6:2, but love also endures all things. 
 
It’s the love of God which helps us endure all the difficulties we face in life, 1 Peter 2:20-21 / Romans 5:5. It’s God’s 
enduring love for us which motivates us to share that love with others, Hebrews 12:7-11. 
 


