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“Everyone did as they saw fit”. (11) 
A typical ‘macho man’ marries a typical good-looking lady, and after the wedding, he lays down the following rules, 
‘I’ll be home when I want, if I want and at what time I want, and I don’t expect any hassles from you! I expect a great 
dinner to be on the table unless I tell you otherwise. I’ll go hunting, fishing, boozing, and card-playing with my old 
buddies when I want, and don’t you give me a hard time about it! Those are my rules, any comments?’ His new bride 
responds, ‘No, that’s fine with me. Just understand one thing though, there will be two people eating a romantic 
dinner here at seven o’clock every night, whether you’re home or not!’ 
 
We have come to the end of our sermon series from the Book of Judges. And if we have learned anything from this 
sermon series, we’ve learned that the Israelites have been a bit like the couple in that story, where morals have gone 
and everyone did as they saw fit. 
 
And like we’ve seen over the past few weeks, the days of the Judges were Israel’s darkest age. A time of lawlessness, 
confusion, and idolatry, in other words, it was a moral mess. It was a troubling time of near anarchy, which is always 
going to happen when societies reject absolute law and develop their own.  
 
And the question the Israelites faced time and time again, is still the same question which society has to answer 
today. Whose authority are we under? Our own, or do we answer to God? And just like the time of the Judges, we 
quickly find that society only has three options. We either do whatever we like, or do whatever works, or we obey 
God.  
 
You see loved ones, if we create our own rules, then we can easily justify any kind of behaviour. Over the years great 
philosophers have reluctantly admitted that if there is no God, then anything is permissible, because without God, 
there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’. Without God and His word, all we’re left with are social attempts to maintain some 
kind of relative order, but without any real weight.  
 
How many violent protests have seen over the past few weeks? Now most of the population didn’t get involved 
because they knew there would be consequences for their actions. But there was a very small number of people who 
said, ‘forget about Covid, who cares about the police and the government rules, I’m just going to make my voice 
known.’ 
 
The reality is loved ones, the world we live in today, hasn’t move on that much from the time of the Judges. Our 
world is filled with twisted values, that’s why whenever you read the local newspaper or watch the news, there’s 
always someone whose been murdered, someone who has been raped or abused. We read about robberies, riots, 
fighting, and corruption, I mean the list could go on and on. 
 
And I know this is all very upsetting for most people, but what do you expect when God is being squeezed out of 
society? Someone once said, ‘when you leave God out of your life, you may be shocked at what you are capable of 
doing.’ Some people obey the law because they want to live for God, others obey the law simply because they don’t 
want to suffer the consequences.  
 
At the time of the Judges, Israel was out of control and accountable to no one. Now as we enter these final six 
chapters of Judges we’re going to see exactly what can happen when we become our own authority. We’re going to 
see that Israel’s enemy is no longer external but internal. And we’re going to read about things which you could 
easily read about today on the front page of any modern newspapers. 
 
In Judges 17-21 we’re going to read about idolatry, theft, murder, sodomy, rape, kidnapping, and civil war. Now time 
won’t permit us to read all the text, which I’m kind of glad about because it really is a depressing read. But what I am 
going to do is summarise each chapter and look at a few verses within each chapter. And at the end of the sermon 
we’ll make some practical applications. 
 
In Judges 17 we read about this man named Micah, he steals a bunch of silver from his mother, but later gives it back 
to her. She’s very happy about that, and so she uses the silver to make a graven image for her son so he can worship 
God in his own house. 
 
Micah throws a few other valuable idols into his house too and decides that with all these images in his house, he 
might as well make his son a priest and turn his house into a temple.  
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A Levite’s passing through town, and Micah convinces him to be a priest in his house. And so Micah’s feeling pretty 
good right now and he says Judges 17:13 “Now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since this Levite has 
become my priest.” 
 
So here is a man who is now getting into idolatry, creating his own priest, makes it official because the priest is a 
Levite and it’s all done in the comfort of his own home. Why? Judges 17:6 “In those days Israel had no king; 
everyone did as they saw fit.”  
 
Let’s look at Judges 18 where we find that Israel has the appearance of formal religion, but their religion isn’t based 
upon God’s Word. Now if you remember, in the Book of Joshua we find that the tribe of Dan had the least success in 
conquering their allotted territory, so they seek out other lands.  
 
And so in these lawless circumstances, a group of Danites are looking for a place to settle down with their families 
and they send out five strong men to find a suitable spot. While they’re in Micah’s town, they recognise his Levite 
priest, whom they had bumped into before. When they see that he’s become a priest, they ask him to counsel with 
God to see where they should go to find a home, even though God had already told them where to live. 
 
The Levite tells them that God will help them and they find a really nice, spacious, secure city called Laish whose 
people don’t guard it very well. The spies decide this is the place for them, and they return to their families and gather 
600 warriors. On their way to conquer Laish, they pass near Micah’s house and the five spies go with their army to 
say hi to their Levite friend. 
 
While they’re there, they decide to steal Micah’s idols and convince their friend to leave Micah’s house and be their 
priest instead. When Micah realised what had gone on, he protested in Judges 18:24 “You took the gods I made, and 
my priest, and went away. What else do I have?” He has no idea that his priest has betrayed him, he has no idea that 
his priest has left for a better offer. 
 
And so as they’re making off like bandits, Micah and his friends chase them. But as the text says in Judges 18:26 
“Micah saw that they were too strong for him, so he went back home’. The Danites conquer Laish and move in and 
because there were no king or judges, there was no one to stop them. 
 
You see loved ones, what Micah had was a perversion of religion, it was a mixture of pagan idolatry and Judaism.  
And if he was alive today, he would be the type of man who would likely consult his daily horoscope or call a 
psychic. But his problem began long before his assets were stolen, he had next to nothing anyway, he just didn’t 
realize it.  
 
The irony in all this is, is that Micah’s name means ‘Who is like God?’, yet God was far from being involved in his 
life. Micah had long lost God before he lost his idols and so it shouldn’t be a surprise to him when his things get 
stolen. After all, Judges 18:1 tells us once again that, “In those days Israel had no king.” 
 
The Platters once sang a song called, ‘The Great Pretender’ and first stanza says this, ‘Oh-oh, yes I’m the great 
pretender. Pretending that I’m doing well. My need is such, I pretend too much. I’m lonely but no one can tell.’ 
We’re living in a world full of pretenders and sadly that includes some people within religion. And that’s because 
even today, it’s possible to have a form of religion without much substance. 
 
You can go along to any number of churches today and you can’t tell if they are religious or not, simply because 
they’re becoming more and more like social clubs. And loved ones, churches will die when they cease to proclaim 
God’s truth.  God expects us to live out our beliefs, He expects us to seek and follow His will. Micah was a pretender, 
he pretended to be someone he wasn’t. 
 
Let’s move forward onto Judges 19 where we find what some people believe is the most disgusting chapter in the 
whole Bible. In Judges 19 we find a wife who leaves her Levite husband. Some scholars think that she had committed 
adultery against him and others think she left him because he was a bad husband. It really makes no difference either 
way, but she goes to her father’s house, and her husband follows her to try and win her back. 
 
He convinces her to come back with him and on their way home, they come to a Benjamite city called Gibeah. It’s 
getting late, but they can’t find a place to spend the night, so they just sit down on the side of the street. 
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An old man sees them and graciously invites them to stay the night in his house. He feeds them and their donkeys, 
and they’re having a great time together until they hear a pounding at the door and it’s a group of Benjamite locals. 
Judges 19:22 tells us what they wanted, “Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him.” 
The old man says in Judges 19:23-24, “No way! What’s the matter with you guys? This guy’s my guest, for crying 
out loud’. ‘Tell you what, here’s his concubine. Do whatever you want to her. Here, I’ll even throw in my daughter.” 
 
Now I don’t know about you but I don’t think this guy will be getting any ‘father of year’ awards any time soon. And 
if you remember this isn’t the first time this kind of behaviour is found in the Bible. The events which happened at 
Sodom in Genesis 19 with Lot, are very similar. 
 
Here in Judges 19 the men want this man but the Levite brings out his concubine and the men of the city take her 
away and rape her all night. They finally let her go in the morning and when she makes it back to the old man’s house 
where her husband spent the night, she collapses at front of the door. Her husband finds her and when he opens the 
door, what does he say to her? What’s the first thing that comes out of his mouth? 
 
Judges 19:28 ‘Get up; let’s go’. There are no words of comfort, no words of love or compassion. He more or less says 
to her, ‘Good morning, sunshine! Ready to go home?’ I mean what planet was this guy living on? No wonder she 
doesn’t answer him. 
 
And so he loads her onto his donkey, returns home and when he arrives, what does he do? Does he tuck her up in bed 
and make her a nice cup of coffee? No. Judges 19:29 “When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his 
concubine, limb by limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel.” 
 
And as you can imagine, word of this barbarism spreads across Israel, and the people are outraged. The Levite acted 
as a self-appointed, self-righteous judge but notice what he failed to mention. He conveniently fails to mention that he 
was the one who set this poor woman up for rape and murder in order to save himself. No wonder this chapter is 
described as the most disgusting chapter in the whole Bible. 
 
But why? Why did the Benjamin’s want to have sex with that man? Why did they rape the man’s wife? Why did he 
take her home and cut her into pieces? Judges 19:1 “In those days Israel had no king”. In other words, when there’s 
no absolute laws, then anything goes. 
 
Now as we enter Judges 20 we’re going to see that Israel is going to destroy Benjamin for what they did to that poor 
woman in Judges 19. In Judges 20 we find that all of Israel, except the Benjamites, gather to discuss this horrific 
affair. 
 
The Levite husband tells his story, and Israel decides to kill the men of Gibeah who did the deed. They demand that 
the tribe of Benjamin give up the guilty men in Gibeah, but Benjamin refuses and so this means war. Israel gathers a 
huge posse, including 700 left-handed soldiers who could sling stones with devastating accuracy.  But Judges 20:21 
says, “The Benjamites came out of Gibeah and cut down twenty-two thousand Israelites on the battlefield that day.” 
 
And so as you can imagine, Israel is getting worried, and so they ask the Lord if they should continue the war. 
Hoorah, the Israelites finally remember who God is but as we have seen throughout this whole book, they only seek 
God when things are getting tough. Anyway the Lord says to them in Judges 20:28 “Go, for tomorrow I will give 
them into your hands.”  
 
In the next battle, Israel hides part of their army around Gibeah whilst other soldiers draw Benjamin’s army out of the 
city. Benjamin chases them into the highways and fields outside the city. Meanwhile, the hidden warriors around 
Gibeah come out and ransack the city. When the Benjamites catch up to the Israelites, they fight hard, but get driven 
back by Israel. 
 
The Israelites in Gibeah start a huge fire to signal to their army that they’ve taken the city. The Benjamites realise that 
they’ve been fooled, and try to run into the wilderness, but the Israelites slaughter them. Only 600 Benjamites escape 
into the wilderness to a place called the rock of Rimmon whilst Israel’s army continues its war against Benjamin, 
killing every man and beast and burning every Benjamite city. 
 
Isn’t this a sad affair? When brother fights against brother it’s never a great time. 
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Now as we enter Judges 21 we’re going to see the full effects of civil war. The Israelites have almost destroyed the 
tribe of Benjamin, and the Israelites vow to put to death anyone that refused to go to war against Benjamin. As 
they’re tracking down those who refused to fight, their tempers cool down and Israel starts to feel bad about their 
anti-Benjamite campaign. 
 
But they do more than just feel bad about it, they decide they simply don’t want to wipe an entire tribe off the face of 
the earth. Unfortunately, because of what they said in Judges 21:1, where they all swore an unbreakable oath to never 
allow any Benjamites to marry their daughters, which in effect meant that the tribe of Benjamin would eventually die 
out. 
 
And so whilst they’re trying to figure out the mess they’ve got themselves into, they discover that the inhabitants of 
Jabesh-Gilead didn’t send any soldiers to the war, so they send an army to kill every male and every non-virgin 
woman. 
 
Judges 21:12 tells us that the army brings back 400 virgin captives from Jabesh-Gilead. In all of this someone must 
have asked, ‘hey, these virgins, they’re not our daughters, are they? And someone would have replied, ‘no’. And 
‘great’ would have been the response, ‘then they can marry the Benjamites and keep their tribe alive’. So they send 
an ambassador to the rock of Rimmon, where the last surviving Benjamite men live, and before you can say ‘you may 
kiss the bride’, 400 of them get married. 
 
Unfortunately, that still leaves a lot of guys without a wife, so what can Israel do for them? Judges 21:19 “Look, there 
is the annual festival of the LORD in Shiloh, which lies north of Bethel, east of the road that goes from Bethel to 
Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” 
 
The elders of Israel have an idea and so they tell the Benjamites to go to Shiloh. And what’s in Shiloh? Women, lots 
of beautiful women. But what else is on Shiloh? Shiloh is the centre of worship, the home of the tabernacle. But when 
we read the text, you will discover that no one prays, no one considers God’s Word, or consults a priest. 
 
They simply do what they think should work, figuring the ends would justify the means. And so as they do every year 
at Shiloh, the people of Shiloh have a feast unto the Lord. And it’s during the feast, the daughters of Shiloh come out 
to dance. So what’s Israel’s plan?  
 
Judges 21:20-21 “So they instructed the Benjamites, saying, “Go and hide in the vineyards and watch. When the 
young women of Shiloh come out to join in the dancing, rush from the vineyards and each of you seize one of them 
to be your wife. Then return to the land of Benjamin”. 
 
That’s a great plan, it was a very male chauvinistic plan, but it works. When the girl’s dads come to the elders to 
complain about their kidnapped daughters, the elders more or less say, ‘can’t you just let it slide? These guys need 
wives, and you weren’t about to give them any anyway right, please’. And so the dads consent and they all lived 
wickedly ever after, not! 
 
The Benjamites act like cavemen, clubbing women over the head and dragging them away. What a mess this is isn’t 
it? The rape and murder of one woman was resolved in Israel’s eyes, with the forced marriage and rape of hundreds 
of other women. And why did Israel become an immoral mess? Judges 21:25 “In those days Israel had no king; 
everyone did as they saw fit.”  
 
It does appear that every aspect of Jewish life was affected by Israel’s turning from God. The Land of Promise could 
have been a kind of paradise restored, but it devolved into sheer anarchy. And we’re reminded that when there are no 
standards, all we’re left with is depravity and lawlessness, which are the natural outcomes and consequences of 
rejecting God’s absolutes.  
 
We see this today in the evil acts of terrorism, where terrorists have a god who tells them it is permissible to murder 
innocent people, then publicly rejoice and celebrate over their deaths. A group of college students were asked their 
opinions on the media, specifically the X-rated kinds of situations being shown on TV and the movies. When asked 
why sex and violence were so prevalent, one student answered, ‘because it’s no big deal.’ That may be exactly how 
moral issues were regarded in the days of the Judges. 
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Now I don’t want to end the Book of Judges on a depressing note. All the way through the Book of Judges we saw 
how God raised up judges to deliver his people from oppression. But did anyone notice this mystical character who 
also appeared throughout the book? 
 
‘The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the 
land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and you shall not make a 
covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have 
you done this? And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before you; they will become traps for you, and their 
gods will become snares to you.’” When the angel of the LORD had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the 
people wept aloud, and they called that place Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the LORD’. Judges 2:1-5  
 
He also appeared to Gideon in Judges 6:11-24 and Manoah’s wife in Judges 13:2-25. In everyone one of those texts 
we find the angel of the Lord speaking in the first person as God and speaking with authority. So who this the angel 
of the Lord? He is none other than God Himself. The ‘angel of the Lord’ is what we call a Christophany, that is, an 
appearance of the Christ.  
 
And it shouldn’t surprise us that God would reveal Himself in another form, after all, God Himself came in human 
form in the form of Jesus. John 1:1-2 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning.’ John 1:14 ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.’ 
 
The point I’m making is that even though this was Israel’s darkest time in history, God was still very much involved 
with His people. And even though the world we’re living in today is still as evil and sinful, God is still very much at 
work among His people. 
 
So let me finish by encouraging you all, to let God work in and through you. Let me encourage you to be like 
Othniel, whom God gave victory in his life because he gave himself to the Lord, first. Let me encourage you to be 
like Ehud who was disabled and Shamgar the farmer, both of them allowed themselves to be used for God’s glory. 
 
Let me encourage you to be like Deborah who stepped up to the mark to face the enemy when no other man would 
and lead you’re household in joyful song to the Lord. Let me encourage you to be like Gideon whom after struggling 
to surrender and trust God fully, went on to become a great warrior of God. 
 
Let me encourage you to like Jephthah who left his past in God’s hands and totally relied on God for the future. Let 
me encourage you to be like Samson, who finally came to repentance and totally relied on the Lord’s mighty strength 
and power. 
 
You see loved ones, God chose some of the most unlikely people to do great things for Him during a very dark time. 
The question is, will you allow God to use you today to do great things for Him?  
 


