“The victory on Jawbone Hill” (9)
I would like to begin by asking you some riddles this morning. What has a face and two hands but no arms or legs? A
clock. What five-letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it? Short. What word begins and ends with
an ‘e’ but only has one letter? Envelope. What has a neck but no head? A bottle. What gets wetter as it dries? A
towel.

Now the reason I shared those with you is because we’re going to look at possibly one of the most famous Old
Testament characters today who was famous not only for his strength but also for his riddles. And as we shall see
over the two weeks, Samson is one of those tragic heroes we find within the Bible.

He was especially gifted by God but became ensnared by the pagan culture around him, which captured him morally
and then literally. And as we shall learn, he was a man of great physical strength but he also was ethically weak.

Today we’re going to look at his birth, his marriage and his vengeance and next week we’ll look at his relationship
with Delilah and that infamous haircut. We begin in Judges 13:1-2 “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
LORD, so the LORD delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years.”

Now during the life of Samson, Israel’s enemy was the Philistines, who occupied Israel for 40 years and it’s from
them we get the name Palestine. The Jews didn’t feel oppressed but they were affluent and apathetic, and so they
accepted Philistine rule.

And notice, unlike the previous occasions, the people didn’t ask God for deliverance but they did do evil in the eyes
of the Lord again. But nonetheless, as we shall see, God raised up Samson to wage a one-man war against the enemy.

But we need to ask ourselves the question, why would God raise another leader, if Israel hasn’t asked for one like
they did before? Well the answer to that question is quite simple. By co-existing with pagans, complacent Israel was
in danger of losing its ethnic and spiritual identity. They were in danger of being conformed to the Canaanite culture.
And so God is going to intervene out of faithfulness to His covenant with Israel, and to preserve His people.

Judges 13:3-5 “A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was childless,
unable to give birth. The angel of the LORD appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are
going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and
that you do not eat anything unclean. You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by
a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel
from the hands of the Philistines.”

Notice that Samson was called by God before he was even born. His parents were childless and unable to conceive,
which if you remember in Old Testament times was considered to be a sign of divine disfavour. But the angel of the
Lord appears to them and explains that they will have a son set apart by God as a Nazarite, which was a great
privilege but also had a lot of responsibility with it.

And so if you read on you through the remainder of Judges 13 you will see that with fear and wonder they express
their desire to do all they can to nurture their son properly and prepare him to live for God. Now I used the words
‘fear and wonder’ for a reason here, let’s read Judges 13:21-23 “When the angel of the LORD did not show himself
again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. “We are doomed to die!” he said
to his wife. “We have seen God!” But his wife answered, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have
accepted a burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now told us this.”

Now remember the Jews believed if they saw an angel it was a sign to them, that they were about to die, that’s why
Manoah was panicking. But notice something here, his wife’s name is never mentioned but just because she isn’t
named shouldn’t distract us from her faith. While Manoabh is panicking, his wife calmly brings her husband back to
reality by reminding him of the facts.

I remember shortly after I got my driver’s license I was driving too close to the middle of a narrow road and I
sideswiped another car. The crash tore the front bumper, two doors, and the rear bumper from my dad’s car. After |
found out everyone was okay, I stood in the ditch and prayed, ‘dear God, I pray this didn’t happen.’ I opened my eyes
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and saw that the car was still wrecked, so I closed my eyes, squinted real hard, and prayed again, ‘dear God, it didn’t
happen.” Then I opened my eyes, and had to accept that it did happen.

You see sometimes we get so caught up in an event, we don’t want to accept the reality of what has happened. But
there are times when we need someone else to remind us of those realities. And Manoah’s faithful wife, the unnamed
hero was there to do just that. She more or less says to him, if God was going to kill them, then why would He bother
to tell us His plans for unborn child? If God was going to kill us why would He accept our worship?

And husbands, don’t we all need a wife like this? I know there has been numerous occasions in my life where fear
and panic has set in and my wife has calmly sat me down and cleared away the fear and confusion by reminding me
of what God has done in my life in the past.

And so Judges 13:24-25 tells us that “The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the
LORD blessed him, and the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and
Eshtaol”. Now let me say a few words about this Nazirite vow.

For men or women, taking on a Nazarite vow meant they would consecrate themselves or dedicate their lives for
service to God. And there were 3 stipulations regarding this divine calling, which we find in the book of Numbers
6:1-21.

1. Numbers 6:3-4 tells us that they couldn’t partake of the ‘fruit of the vine’, which meant they were to abstain from
drinking wine, in order to live a simple and sober life. Judges 13:4 tells us that even Samson’s mother had to abstain
during her pregnancy, as Samson was set apart from the womb. 2. Numbers 6:5 tells us that Nazirites had to refrain
from cutting their hair as an observable sign of their vow. 3. Numbers 6:6-7 tells us that Nazirites were to avoid
contact with a dead body, which would disqualify them for tabernacle worship.

And so loved ones, to take the Nazirite vow was indeed a privilege for any man or woman to take but it also carried
with it a lot of responsibility. As we enter Judges 14, it seems that the only way to motivate Samson to combat the
Philistines was to get him angry over losing his bride and losing face.

Judges 14:1-4 “Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. When he returned, he said to
his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.” His father and
mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the
uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?”” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.”
(His parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for
at that time they were ruling over Israel.)”

The text tells us a Philistine girl catches Samson’s eye and it was definitely ‘lust at first sight’. Samson tells his
parents to arrange the marriage, dismissing their objections. But his parents are appalled that he would want to marry
a pagan girl, someone who was outside of God’s covenant with Israel.

Now it’s quite clear that Samson totally disregarded his parent’s authority and so in the process he was breaking the
fifth commandment to ‘“honour your mother and father’, Exodus 20:12. Proverbs 17:21 warns, “To have a fool for a
son brings grief; there is no joy for the father of a fool.”

And as we shall see over the next couple of weeks, Samson’s fatal attraction to Philistine women was going to be his
downfall. Judges 14:3 literally says that Samson argues with his parents and says, ‘she is right in my eyes’. And if
you’re wondering what’s so important about that? Well just remember the theme for the Book of Judges, ‘every man
did what was right in his own eyes’ Judges 17:6.

And so Samson is no exception in this instance. But God as we have seen time and time again through the Book of
Judges has a way of using people’s weaknesses to accomplish His will. Judges 14:4 tells us that the only good result
of this union was the destruction of God’s enemies. 1 Corinthians 1:27 “God chose the weak things of the world, that
he might put to shame the things that are strong.”

And so God was going to use Samson’s moral weakness to accomplish His purpose, and that was to confront the
Philistines.



Judges 14:5-6 “Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards
of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him so
that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor
his mother what he had done.”

On a visit to arrange his wedding, Samson is attacked by a lion, and here, he discovers his miraculous strength and
without any weapon, he tears the lion apart. You see loved ones we sometimes picture him as some pumped-up
superman, but the reality is, he was more likely an ordinary-looking person, which is in theme with the people God
chooses to deliver His people.

It was evident that God had given Samson his strength because the text says that ‘the Spirit of the Lord came
powerfully upon him’. So we need to understand that he didn’t become strong by working out, he became strong
because God was working through him.

Now why didn’t he tell anyone about what happened? Samson doesn’t tell anyone about the lion incident, because he
would have to undergo a lengthy cleansing ritual at the tabernacle. But the main reason was he was simply too busy
taking care of personal interests. Judges 14:7 “Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her.” You
see loved ones there are times when we simply get too busy looking after our own needs that we neglect to do what’s
more important.

‘Oh I know I was supposed to preach or teach this month but I just didn’t have the time to prepare a lesson because |
was busy preparing for something else!” ‘Oh I know I was supposed to present the lesson this month at the ladies
class but I was just too busy doing something else!” ‘I know that we had a special event to prepare for but I’ve made
plans to do something else!” ‘I really want to become a Christian but I’'m just too busy sorting other things out in my
life first!”

The Living Bible says in Proverbs 3:6 “In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your
efforts with success.” Samson isn’t putting God first, He’s putting his own needs first and we too can easily put our
own needs before God if we’re not careful.

And so Samson according to Judges 14:5-13, on his return trip sees the lion carcass occupied by a hive of bees, and
he devises a clever riddle. Now riddles were given great importance in the ancient world and when you think about

Samson himself, his whole life was a riddle. And as the wedding was being prepared, Samson wagers his riddle as a
challenge to the 30 groomsmen.

Judges 14:14 “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet.” Just as a side note, the next
time you’re in the supermarket shopping for honey, pick up a jar of Lyle’s Golden Syrup and you’ll see on the front
of it, a picture of a yellow lion and you’ll find these very words written on the front.

Now Samson is obviously talking about the lion carcass with the beehives inside of it. And because the wedding feast
would last 7 days, that would give them a week to figure it out. But they were stumped and determined the only way
to solve the riddle and win the bet was by threatening Samson’s bride.

Judges 14:16-17 “Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really love me.
You’ve given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” “I haven’t even explained it to my father or
mother,” he replied, “so why should I explain it to you?” She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the
seventh day he finally told her, because she continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle to her people.”

Now I mentioned earlier that Samson’s weakness was Philistine women and here we see his weakness again. His
wife’s tears unlock the secret and when the groomsmen so easily and persuasively solve Samson’s riddle, his anger is
roused, and he correctly concludes that they pressured the answer from his bride.

And he goes on to rebuke them by saying in Judges 14:18 “If you had not plowed with my heifer, you would not have
solved my riddle.” Now I don’t know about you but I don’t think my wife would like to be called a heifer. And so he
rebuked them and Judges 14:19-20 tells us that he proceeds to take vengeance, slaughtering 30 Philistines.
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Now his leaving the celebration feast must have been awkward for his bride and her family. And his angry departure
suggests that he simply abandoned his bride, making the marriage invalid. And if Samson learned anything from this
event, he learned just how deceitful the Philistines really were.

Let’s move on to Judges 15 where we will see that Samson continues to wreak havoc on the enemy, to the point that
his own countrymen become fearful. When Samson returns to claim his bride, he discovers that she has been given in
marriage to his ‘best man’. And loved ones we can only begin to imagine how he must have felt at this point,
deceived, betrayed by his wife to be and her father-in-law.

He was raging mad and Judges 15:4-5 says, “He went out and caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in
pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the
Philistines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive groves.”

Can you imagine this event? Catching one fox would be hard enough but catching 300 and fastening a torch to their
tails is something else. And I’m sure the animal rights campaigners would have had a field day with this event but he
destroys the Philistine vineyards and olive groves with ‘fox-fire’.

Now if you think that Samson was raging mad, Judges 15:6 tells us that the Philistines were so mad they retaliated by
killing his almost bride and father-in-law. And following on in Judges 15:7-12 after Samson had killed many other
Philistines, the text tells us that Israel, fearing further retaliation, retaliated against themselves.

Wanting peace at any cost, Samson’s countrymen handed him over to the Philistines, which tells us a lot about their
spiritual depravity. But the Philistines didn’t have any quarrels with the Israelites as a whole, it was just with Samson.
The Israelites resented Samson’s exploits, and regarded him as a troublemaker, why? Simply because they couldn’t
see that it was the Spirit of the Lord working in Samson. And they couldn’t or wouldn’t see that God was working in
and through Samson until they witnessed his supernatural massacre of the enemy.

Now notice Judges 15:12-13 God’s very own people said to him, “We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the
Philistines.” Samson said, “Swear to me that you won’t kill me yourselves.” “Agreed,” they answered. “We will only
tie you up and hand you over to them. We will not kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and led him up
from the rock.”

The text says that Samson allows himself to be taken captive, why? Because he has a plan. Judges 15:14-17 “As he
approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. The
ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a
donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s jawbone I have made
donkeys of them. With a donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.” When he finished speaking, he threw
away the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi.”

Arriving before the gloating enemy, the ropes tightly binding Samson burst into pieces. And grabbing an improvised
weapon, a donkey’s jawbone, Samson slays a thousand Philistines. And that place was called Ramath Lehi which
means ‘Jawbone Hill’. But once again in his anger because of his motives for revenge, he violated God’s law.

You see the jawbone which he used to kill the Philistines was from a dead donkey and so it was classed as an unclean
object. And as we saw earlier from Numbers 6:6-7, he was supposed to stay clear of anything dead according the
Nazarite vow he had taken.

Judges 15:18-20 “Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the LORD, “You have given your servant this great
victory. Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” Then God opened up the hollow place
in Lehi, and water came out of it. When Samson drank, his strength returned and he revived. So the spring was called
En Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi. Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines.”

Now some commentators claim that Samson took the credit for the victory but the text clearly tells us otherwise. And
seeing the undeniable work of God in this massacre, Israel finally accept Samson as their judge. Someone once said
that “spiritual privilege is no guarantee of spiritual success’. You see loved ones, Samson’s struggle with passion and
lust was much like his battle with the lion.
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He achieved God’s purpose, but his life could have been so much more victorious if he had exercised some self-
control. His acts of deliverance were by-products of his fury and infatuation. In other words we need to be careful not
to sin in our anger as Ephesians 4:26 “In your anger do not sin” tells us.

Now just before we finish let me tell about how the Eskimos go about killing wolfs. And what I’'m about to tell you is
a bit gruesome but I think it help get my point across. First, the Eskimo coats his knife blade with animal blood and
allows it to freeze. Then he adds another layer of blood, and another, until the blade is completely concealed by
frozen blood. Next, the hunter fixes his knife in the ground with the blade up. When a wolf follows his sensitive nose
to the source of the scent and discovers the bait, he licks it, tasting the fresh frozen blood. He begins to lick faster,
more and more vigorously, lapping the blade until the keen edge is bare.

Feverishly now, harder and harder the wolf licks the blade in the arctic night. So great becomes his craving for blood
that the wolf doesn’t notice the razor-sharp sting of the naked blade on his own tongue, nor does he recognize the
instant at which his ravenous thirst is being satisfied by his own warm blood. His carnivorous appetite just craves
more, until the dawn finds him dead in the snow!’

You see loved ones, in our desire to please ourselves, it can become all too easy to be consumed by our own lusts.
We cannot excuse Samson’s behaviour, but we can draw some comfort knowing that if God’s grace can extend to a
person like Samson, it can extend to us. And yes, we may feel as flawed as Samson and we may even think we’re
beyond hope, but loved ones there is hope.

1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so
that you can endure it.” The question is will we allow God to help us get through those tempting times or will we just
go ahead and give in to the temptation?

God loves us and He desperately wants us to walk with Him in His ways. He loves us so much that He sent the
perfect Champion, far greater than Samson, to save us from sin, death, and hell and His Name is Jesus. Samson
defeated a lion but Jesus has defeated Satan, who’s described as “a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” in 1
Peter 5:8. So let me encourage you to rely on God’s strength and on God’s power, not your own. Or as Paul reminds
us in Ephesians 6:10 “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”



