
 

   

JESUS! THE ‘I AM’ 

 

  



1 

Jesus Christ! The great ‘I AM’ 
The significance of ‘I AM’ 

 
‘Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your Fathers has sent me to 
you' and they ask me, ‘what is his name?’ ‘What shall I say to them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO  I  AM’. 
And he said, ‘Say to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ Exodus 3:13-14. 
 
‘I AM EHYEH’ first singular present of TO BE. HAYAH denotes that God is personal, eternal, self-existent i.e.  
absolute being. 
 
1. Eternal. Psalm 135:13 ‘Thy name, of YHWH, endures for ever, the renown, o YHWH, throughout all ages’. 
 
2. Self-existent. Psalm 88:6-7 ‘For who in the skies can be compared to YHWH? who among the heavenly beings is 
like YHWH, God feared in the council of the holy ones, great and terrible above all that are round about him?’ 
 
Then God, having revealed to Moses some essential aspects of His (God’s) personality informs Moses of the name by 
which He (God) wants to be known. God also said to Moses, ‘Say this to the people of Israel, ‘YHWH the God of 
your fathers, has sent me to you, this is my name for ever and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.’ Exodus 3:75 / Psalm 135:13.  
 

YAHWEH plural form. 
Genesis 1:26, ‘Then God said, ‘Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR likeness’. The plural in the name 
YHWH, us and our, can in my opinion be regarded as an indication of the plurality of God’s nature and character, of 
which the Son and the Holy Spirit are part; three distinct persons who can act individually though never in 
disharmony and who are united in the godhead as one God. That the Spirit i.e. the force of God was there at creation 
is clear, ‘and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters’. Genesis 1:2. That through Jesus all came into 
being is stated in John 1:1-3. 
 
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God with God. All things were made through Hem and without Him was not anything made that was made’. John 
1:1-3. And, ‘No one has ever seen God, He who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known’. John 1:18. It 
was through Jesus, i.e. God Himself Incarnate that redemption would be wrought. 
 
The name YHWH meaning ‘the Becoming One’ is the ‘redemptive’ name of God and refers to the coming Messiah, 
Jesus Christ who is in the bosom of the ‘Father’ God; Jesus who is part of the Godhead. When Jesus made Himself 
equal with God He was merely speaking the truth and had indeed every right to utter the words, ‘I AM’ in such a 
special way. 
       
The Jews understood perfectly well what was alluded to by the term I AM used by Jesus. ‘This was why the Jews 
sought all the more to kill him, because he not only broke the Sabbath but also called God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God.’ John 5:18 / Leviticus 24:16. 
 
Now remember the Bible doesn’t use names for God in the same way as we use names today. God doesn’t have a 
name as such but He uses certain words to describe His character or nature. For example, the word El-Shaddai 
describes His nature as the all sufficient one, the all-powerful One. The word Adonia describes His character as Lord, 
Master, the One with all authority. The word Yahweh describes His nature as the everlasting, self-existing One. 
 
And so when God speaks to Moses, He is not giving Moses a name as we understand it. But He’s telling Moses to tell 
His people that Yahweh, ‘I AM THAT I AM’ , the self-existing One has sent you. God is basically saying to Moses I 
don’t need a name but I will give you one to tell my people. 
 
Now remember the Israelites have been in captivity in Egypt for 400 years and so God goes on to say in Exodus 3:15 
just in case my people have forgotten who ‘I AM’ , tell them ‘The LORD, (The One with all authority), the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob has sent me to you.’ 
 
Now let’s fast forward a couple of thousand years. We know that the Gospel according to Matthew focuses a lot on 
prophecy where Matthew points out time and time again that Jesus is the promised Messiah. The Gospel according to 
Mark focuses a lot on Jesus’ miracles and Mark uses the word ‘immediately’ regularly. The Gospel according to 
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Luke focuses a lot on Jesus’ humanity and shows Jesus as being the Son of man. And finally, the Gospel according to 
John focuses a lot on Jesus being the Son of God which shows the Deity of Christ.  
 
But have you ever wondered why all the ‘I AM’  claims of Jesus are found in John’s Gospel? John writes in John 
20:30+31 ‘Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name’. 
 
Now John never uses the word miracle in his gospel but he does use the word sign regularly. And there are 16 signs 
recorded in John’s gospel, 8 are things which Jesus did and 8 were things which Jesus said. John is basically saying 
that the ‘I AM’  claims of Jesus are signs, selected from many other signs. And he says these signs are selected with a 
purpose in mind and that purpose is that you believe that Jesus Christ is who He claimed to be. 
 
And so just as `I AM'  is God's own identification of Himself in Exodus 3:14 to Moses. Remembering that strictly 
speaking, it is not a name, but a declaration of His Nature. When we come to the ‘I AM’  claims of Jesus, we need to 
remember that Jesus was not giving Himself a Name or a title, but was asserting His Deity. In other words every ‘I 
AM’  reveals some aspect of His nature and purpose. 
 

‘I AM the bread of life’ John 6:35 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek me, no because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves’ John 
6:26. This proves that Jesus knew exactly what was in the people's mind and he told them plainly. He exposes the 
selfishness, greed covetousness and laziness of the people who want to have something for nothing. 
 
‘Do not labour for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life.’ John 6:27. Here Jesus is 
not saying that one should not work for one’s food; He is merely stating priorities, especially in view of the state of 
mind the people have, they are in the first place concerned with physical and not with spiritual things; Jesus is 
pointing out that their way of thinking should be totally reversed and exposes their way of thinking as being carnal. 
‘Therefore do; not be anxious, saying, ‘what shall we eat?’........but seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be yours as well.’ Matthew 6:31+33. 
 

The Manna. 
The first mention of bread is found in Genesis 14:18 ‘Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. 
He was priest of God Most High.’ Notice the bread is an offering. Bread was a symbol of friendship and fellowship. 
To the Jews, during the time of wandering in the wilderness it was material bread, to sustain the body, it was 
perishable, ‘Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and they died.’ John 6:49. Moses gave the manna which 
was not his own. Exodus 16.  
 

The Jews used to wipe their hands with the leftover bread and throw in on the ground. Matthew 15:21-28 ‘Leaving 
that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, 
crying out, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.’ Jesus 
did not answer a word. So, his disciples came to him and urged him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying out after 
us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’ The woman came and knelt before him. ‘Lord, help 
me!” she said. He replied, ‘It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.’ ‘Yes, it is, Lord,’ she 
said. ‘Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, you have 
great faith! Your request is granted.’ And her daughter was healed at that moment’.  
 
Luke 17:19-21 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his 
gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. 
Even the dogs came and licked his sores.’   
 

The True Bread 
The bead of life is the word of God. Matthew 4:4 ‘Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word, that comes from the mouth of God.’ In our text, John 6:25-59 it is Jesus, who is the Word of God, 
He is the true bread from the Father in heaven. 
 
This bread is offered to the whole world and for all times to come but it is immaterial ‘bread’ to sustain the spirit.  
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It is also unperishable, ‘I AM the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will 
live for ever.’ John 6:57. The bread Jesus gave was His own; His ‘flesh’, symbolically, i.e. His teachings and literally, 
He would lay down His life and die for man. Jesus is the bread of life who offers everlasting life. 
 
This statement of Jesus follows the feeding of the 5000 people who were trying to force Jesus to be king. In other 
words, they were looking for social security, so they don’t have to worry if Jesus feeds them. We take bread for 
granted but it’s a universal staple of food and diet and for some a matter of life and death.  
 

The Giver of the food 
‘All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time. When you give it to them, they gather it up; 
when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.’ Psalms 104:27-28 
 
‘He gives food to every creature. His love endures forever.’ Psalms 136:25 
 
‘Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than they?’ Matthew 6:26. 
 
Just as the Manna was given daily, Exodus 16 so it is even today. Matthew 6:11 ‘Give us today our daily bread.’ 
Jesus is the giver of all food since He is God. We have spiritual fellowship with Jesus and partake of Him in 
communion for which Jesus chose the symbols of bread and wine. The whole idea of breaking bread is about being 
intimate in sharing your meal, your bread, your fellowship and friendship.  
 
‘The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This 
is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.’ 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.  
 
‘Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on 
him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.’ John 6:27 The Seal is a symbol of ownership and genuineness; 
Jesus is the one sent from the Father and can therefore be trusted as being the one who is in a figure of speech the 
representative, the extension, the ambassador of the Father; even more than this: Jesus is the manifestation of God on 
earth, ‘No one has ever  seen  God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.’ John 
1:18. 

Jesus is God Incarnate. 
‘In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the Word was God, and the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.’ John 1:1+14 
 
‘Jesus said to them ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall 
never thirst.’ John 6:35 
 
God is the source of all knowledge and truth and Jesus is God. Whoever goes to Jesus will never be in want of 
spiritual food and drink since no matter how much ‘food’ we take from him there is always more. From the food, He 
provides us we draw strength and never shall our soul thirst for peace so that we should search for spiritual peace 
elsewhere than with Jesus. His 'flesh’ is food indeed and his ‘blood’ is drink indeed, John 6:55, His teachings are 
sufficient for all our needs in our present life and (also in view of) the life to come. 
 
‘He who comes to me.’ This involves action on behalf of the sinner. Although Jesus is pleading to the sinner to repent 
and come to Him (Jesus) he is by no means exercising coercion upon the sinner. It is necessary that the sinner comes 
of his/her own free will to Jesus in response to his loving plea. 
 
‘He who believes in me.’ This involves another action of the sinner, an action which might be described as one of 
perseverance resulting in restfulness. It is not enough for the sinner to believe that he/she needs Jesus and as a result 
of this to go to him once this has been done the sinner should keep on believing i.e. trust, rely on Jesus. This is the 
sort of belief that creates the effect described: he who believes in me shall never thirst i.e. shall know peace of mind 
and heart and shall be able to say truthfully ‘it is well with my soul’ regardless the worldly situation one may find 
oneself in. 
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‘All that the Father gives me will come to me.’ John 6:37. This is said in connection with the fact that God does not 
want that anyone should perish. The plan of salvation consists of: 
1. The initial objective aspect. An action coming forth from God who gives to everyone without distinction or 
discrimination whatsoever the chance to be saved. 
 
2. There is the subjective aspect. An action coming forth from man who individually has to decide whether or not he 
will grasp God’s lovingly extended hand. 
       
The subjective aspect being possible thanks to the objective aspect, we might say that, although the sinner decides out 
of his/her own free will and not by coercion. God gives the repentant sinner into the arms of Jesus their Saviour. 
Without the initial objective aspect, which is an act of merciful grace given by God, salvation would be an 
impossibility. 
 
‘For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.’ John 6:40. What an assurance of security we find in these words! If we do what is 
expected from us; if we believe, go to Christ, keep on believing in trusting obedience He will not cast us out! And He 
will raise us on the last day to the resurrection of life, not of judgment as for those who did not do what is good. John 
5:29. 
 
‘Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, ‘He 
is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from 
the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness 
will be your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the 
pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten 
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. You will only observe with your eyes and see the 
punishment of the wicked. If you say, ‘The LORD is my refuge,’ and you make the Most High your dwelling, no 
harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to 
guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent. ‘Because he loves me,’ says 
the LORD, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call on me, and I will 
answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honour him. With long life I will satisfy him 
and show him my salvation.’ Psalms 91. 
 

‘Before Abraham was, I AM.’ John 8:58 
When we read through John 8:31-51 we find Jesus uttering some very condemning words against the Jewish religious 
leaders. We can clearly see their carnal attitude, their determination to hold their position of power and authority at all 
costs by using all means at their disposal. Their reaction is one of slanderous insinuation, sneering, sarcasm, 
arrogance, abuse, open violence, all of this based upon utter ignorance and blindness towards the truth because of 
prejudice. Even if the claims that Jesus made for himself would not have been true, the attitude displayed by the 
Jewish religious leaders in dealing with the matter does most definitely not demonstrate the presence of a loving, 
spiritual and pastoral heart. 
 
Moreover, by that time they had seen more than enough about Jesus as to come to the conclusion that the claims 
Jesus made for himself were quite justified. In view of all this it becomes totally incomprehensible to me how the 
Jewish religious leaders could have reacted to Jesus and his claims the way they did. What a great lesson, what a 
great warning is here presented to us that we should never allow preconceived ideas and conceit to prevent us from 
seeing the truth, especially when it is so obvious a truth as Christ's deity. 
 
In John 8:31-59 we also read that, once more, Jesus is getting the better of the Jewish religious leaders. More and 
more by what Jesus says and does he is becoming a threat to their dictatorship this reaches its culmination in the 
words recorded in verse 58, their reaction is to kill him on the basis of what we can read in Leviticus 24:16. Any 
excuse to kill him was good enough, especially if the 'reason' they could come up with to do so would form a 
cryptical ground to put Jesus to death. Let us therefore have a closer look at the words of Jesus as recorded in John 
8:58. ‘Before Abraham was, I AM’. John 8:58. 
 
Abraham had lived and died. Abraham was, i.e. in the past, had been. ‘These are the days of the years of Abraham's 
life, a hundred and seventy-five years. Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of 
years, and was gathered to his people.’ Genesis 25:7. 
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‘I AM’ would imply that Jesus said he was far more exalted than Abraham since the ‘I AM’ in contrast with 
‘Abraham was’ and speaking and in the past tense Jesus, by saying ‘I AM’ instead of ‘I WAS’ which would be the 
normal structure of sentence in that particular case, was alluding not merely to his antiquity in relation to Abraham, 
but also to his (Jesus') timeless existence even the more because he said ‘before Abraham was I AM’. Note that Jesus 
even goes to the length of using the double Aramaic amen, amen. In saying, ‘Verily, Verily’  or ‘truly, truly,’ that 
denotes the paramount importance of the statement that is to follow Jesus is emphasizing even the more the 
staggering statement. 
 
Now some people may not recognize or understand Jesus’ claims but the Jewish leaders certainly did. In John 8 when 
the Jewish leaders were accusing Jesus of being demon possessed and asked Jesus if He was greater than Abraham. 
They go on and say to Jesus in John 8:57-59 ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and you have seen Abraham!’ ‘Very 
truly I tell you,’ Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, I am!’ At this, they picked up stones to stone him’. 
 
The Jewish leaders had no doubt that Jesus was claiming Deity, that’s why they were going to stone Him. Straight 
after Jesus has just helped the woman who was supposedly caught in adultery and the leaders wanted to stone her. 
 

‘Jesus, the light of the world’ John 8:12 
‘I AM the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’ John 8:12 
 
‘As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ John 9:5. 
 
‘I have come as light into the world, that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.’ John 12:46. 
 
‘I am the light of the world.’ John 8:12. 
 
These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, John 8:20 near the huge candelabra that shed their magnificent light so 
impressively. Moreover, Jesus spoke these words when the Feast of Tabernacles was just ended. The audience, no 
doubt, couldn't help being reminded of the pillar of light their forefathers followed in the desert. 
 
‘He who follows Me well not walk in the darkness but will have the light of life.’ John 8:12. Those who had revelled 
against the guidance of the pillar of light had died in the desert, and others had reached the promised land. Here we 
have a splendid example of type and Antitype. It is even so that he who follow Jesus will not only walk in the light 
but have the light; mind, many are called but few are chosen. Matthew 20:16. 
 
As implied, it is indeed true that the world was and still is morally dark and that Jesus is the light of the world, source 
of all spiritual knowledge leading to eternal life. All this is conditional however: we should indeed follow Jesus i.e. 
consecrate our soul, our lives, totally to Jesus. One cannot follow two things at once; if we follow Jesus we can 
follow only Him and not something or someone else at the same time. 
 
In following Jesus, we will enjoy everything that is involved in this; we get securities, comforts, safety, since Jesus 
points out for us the perils and consequences of not following him. He is in as many words showing us the way 
towards salvation. Jesus puts his light at our disposal so as to make us see the solution of problems, to deal with 
practical perplexities even when the answer is simply ‘why should this bother you, it is not really important 
altogether.’ Thus, Jesus gives us hope and the reception of the light in one's soul results in us having the duty to pass 
it on to others. 
 
That Jesus is the light of the world is a fact that is ever increasingly attested by the positive changes that have taken 
place or still take place in the lives of innumerable people who have come into contact with Jesus. His whole life here 
on earth and His whole demeanour proved the claim to be true as well. When Jesus said to the people who were 
above all things concerned to destroy him ‘Which of you convicts me of sin?’ John 8:46 they could not give him a 
positive answer, no matter how hard they wished to do so. A man without sin whatsoever has indeed the right to be 
called ‘The Light of the world.’ We know that in history there has only been ONE such man, Jesus-Christ who is 
absolute deity since only deity can be without sin. 
 
‘God is light and in him is no darkness at all.’ 1 John 1:5. Therefore, when we follow Jesus we are following God, the 
true light that enlightens every man, John 1:9 and our lives will not be a time-waste. The miserable retrospect, the 
terrible confusion in our lives find their origin in instances where we did not follow Jesus; they are the result of sin. 
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Hence, we can read the following words of the Prophet Isaiah and say amen! ‘The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined’ Isaiah 9:2. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4 ‘The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God’. Paul says that the god of this age, the devil has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers. If you’re physically blind, light is useless and ineffective. Well in much the same 
way, you won’t and can’t see the light of the Gospel spiritually speaking because the devil has blinded you 
spiritually. 
 
Because the Bible clearly tells us that hearing and believing the Gospel is only possible through God’s Word. In other 
words, it’s only when a person hears and reads the Bible and gets help to understand it, can the good news of Jesus be 
clearly seen. 
 
And if you’re not a Christian please read, Ephesians 4:17-19 ‘So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you 
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and 
separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having 
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they 
are full of greed’. Paul says there are many people who walk around in the darkness and don’t even know it. 
 
In Luke 2 we find a man named Simeon who was foretold that he wouldn’t die until He saw the Messiah coming first. 
And when Jesus’ parents took Jesus to the temple courts, Simeon instantly recognised Him and said in Luke 2:30-32 
‘For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.’  
 
In the very beginning of John’s Gospel, he says this in John 1:1-5 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’  
 
And claiming to be the light of the world wasn’t a new thing for Jesus, He was always the light of the world. In fact, 
in John 9 after Jesus heals a man who was born blind, He goes on to say in John 9:5 ‘While I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.’ So, Simeon knew Jesus was the Light to the Gentiles, John knew Jesus was the Light to all of 
mankind and Jesus Himself claimed to be that Light. 
 
John 8:12 ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.’ Now first of all notice where Jesus made this statement. John 8:20 tells us that ‘He spoke these words while 
teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put.’ Think about it! You can imagine Jesus 
walking through the treasury part of the temple which was a part of the Court of Women.  
 
You can imagine Him just looking around and there over in the corner were two huge lamp stands on which hung a 
number of lamps. Now these were usually lit after the evening sacrifice during the feast of tabernacles and historians 
tell us that they were so bright they could light up most of the city. And so, as Jesus is looking around, He sees the 
two-huge lamp stands and says, ‘I am the light of the world.’ 
 
Now remember that Jesus is not a light among other lights, He is The Light. The Light which Isaiah prophesied about 
in Isaiah 49:6 when he writes, ‘It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring 
back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends 
of the earth.’  
 
Isaiah also wrote in Isaiah 60:1-3 ‘Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn’. And so Jesus is not the 
light of Israel alone but the Light of the world. 
 
In that great chapter in John’s gospel, where Jesus gives another sign, He says, ‘I am the good shepherd’, He says in 
John 10:10 ‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full’. You see Jesus offers more than anyone on 
this earth can offer, and not only does He offer abundant life here and now, He also offers eternal life. 
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And so, Jesus is The Light but we need to be careful of others who offer some other kind of light. That’s why I’m 
always sceptical of people who go around saying, ‘I’ve seen the light, I’ve seen the light’. Listen, the apostle Paul 
saw the light on the road to Damascus but that experience didn’t save Him on that road. According to Acts 9:18, he 
wasn’t saved until he was immersed into Christ later by Ananias. 
 
Now we may find this difficult to accept but there are other people going around pretending to be something they are 
not. The apostle Paul warns us in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ‘For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not 
surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 
deserve.’  
          
Matthew 5:14-16 the Light of the world tells us that ‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.’  
 
Jesus asks, do you want to know what our role is in this dark world? He says, our role is simply to shine. He says, 
‘You (all of us, all Christians) are the light of the world.’ And why is it important for all Christians to shine? It’s 
important for us all to shine so that the world can see our heavenly Father’s glory. Now you might be wondering if 
Jesus is The Light of the world, how can we be the light of the world too? 
 
Well we need to remember that we are not a light in and of ourselves, we have no light of our own but the light we 
possess is a reflected light. Paul reminds us in Ephesians 5:8 ‘For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Live as children of light.’ In other words, because we are in the Lord, our lights are simply illuminating 
lights. 
       
2 Corinthians 4:6 ‘For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us 
the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.’ In other words, just as the moon reflects 
the sun, we’re supposed to reflect the glory of God’s Son Jesus. 
 
Now notice that the Light of the world says in Matthew 5:14+15 ‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house.’ 
 
Jesus says your reflecting light is supposed to be visible, that’s why He talks about a town and a lamp stand. He also 
says that that we all should be radiant, that’s why He talks about us giving light. You know when you think about a 
lamp, its whole design purpose is to give light. And if you were to light a lamp and stick it under bowl, its purpose 
would be useless. 
             
And I think the church would be much more effective if all Christians shinned every day of the week. It’s just sad that 
some only shine on Sunday mornings. Jesus says, ‘you’re the light of the world’, not just your place of worship. He 
says, ‘let people see that light, ‘let your light so shine before men.’ Paul says in Philippians 2:14+15 ‘Do everything 
without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a 
warped and crooked generation.’ Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.’ 
 
Do you know that song, ‘this little light of mine’ that children sing? Did you know that the Bible never says, ‘That 
you are a little light?’ The Bible never talks about this little light of mine, the Bible says, ‘You are a big, old awesome 
star’. You’re a big huge light, shining in a dark universe. And as one of God’s stars, I’ve to reflect the brilliance of 
God’s holiness in this dark world. The Bible says, ‘That the world is crooked and perverse,’ in other words, it is full 
of crooks and perverts and God needs some big old stars in it. 
 
How’s the world going to know it needs redeeming unless it strikes out hard against people that’s living a radically 
different kind if life? Ephesians 5 talks more about letting the light out. Paul said to that church in verse 8-14, ‘For 
you were once darkness but now you are light in the Lord, live as children of light, for the fruit of the light consists of 
all goodness, righteousness and truth and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness but rather expose them, for it shameful to even mention what is done in secret. But everything exposed by 
the light becomes visible for it is light that makes everything visible. That is why it is said, wake up oh sleeper, rise 
from the dead and Christ will shine on you.’ 
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God wants big stars in this dark world we live in, loved ones. The Living Bible says, ‘Once your heart was full of 
darkness, now it’s full of light from the Lord and you’re behaviour should show it.’ Now people are not always going 
to like the light because the light exposes their evil deeds. That’s why sometimes they are going to criticise the light 
and sometimes they are going to argue with the light.  
 
Sometimes they are going to mock the light, but you’ve got to keep on shining. And that’s what Paul said. You just 
need to keep on shining because it’s not going to be hard to shine in the holy city. When we experience our future 
salvation and we’re taken to heaven and God himself is going to be the light of heaven. It’s not going to be hard to 
shine. But God said, ‘I want you to shine now in the midst of a very ugly world’.  
 
The real issue is, is the light going to shine in the midst of a dark world? We don’t need isolation loved ones, where 
everybody gets together away from the world. What we need is some salvation getting worked out in the midst of the 
world. Peter says in 1 Peter 2:11+12, ‘Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, 
which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us’. 
 
We’ve got to be in the world so we can shine loved ones. Peter says in 1 Peter 2:15 ‘It’s God will, that by doing good 
you silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.’ It is God’s will to let our lights shine so bright, that some of the 
nonsense and sin gets spewed, some of the venom being poured out in this world, just gets shut up because it just 
can’t stand the heat of the light. 
 
Now remember that Jesus says, ‘I am the light of the world’ not for the Jews only, but for everyone else as well. And 
Jesus doesn’t care where you come from or what your background is, He says eternal life is available to everyone and 
anyone who would believe on Him. 
 
Jesus Himself says in John 12:46 ‘No one who believes in me should stay in darkness’. He says in our main text in 
John 8:12 ‘Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.’ And so, the gospel is for everyone, regardless of where 
you are from or what your past has been like. 
                             

‘I AM the door’ John 10:9 
"Jesus said, 'I truly say to you, I am the gate for the sheep," (verse seven). Immediately after that, the Lord also said, 
"I am the good shepherd," (verse eleven). His words become a little hard to understand when he says that is both "the 
gate" and "the shepherd" at the same time.  
 

Thieves and Robbers Don’t Enter through the Gate 
‘I am the gate of the sheep.’ This is the gate to the fence around the sheep. In the mornings, the sheep would be led 
out of the enclosure by the shepherd. Then in the evenings, they would be led back into the protected area and be kept 
safe. Both the shepherd and the sheep went in and out through the gate. Christ says that I myself am this door to the 
sheep's protected area. 
 
The reason he is making reference to this gate to the sheep's enclosure is that there had been people coming in 
without going through the gate. That would be the sheep stealers. In verse one, the text says, ‘I truly say to you, 
though he enters the sheep's enclosure, he who crosses over any other part of it and doesn't come through the gate is a 
thief and is a robber.’ John 10:1. 
 
The relationship between the shepherd and his sheep in Palestine is said to be closer than one may find among any 
other species. The shepherd calls the name of the sheep. The sheep also know the voice of their shepherd. When their 
shepherd goes into the fenced area and leads them it is only for the purpose of helping them live. But, in contrast, the 
sheep stealer isn't that way. The sheep stealer isn't coming into the enclosure to help the sheep live. From start to 
finish the only thing ever on his mind is his own good. 
 
So, Jesus is probably pointing to someone with these words of ‘thief’  and ‘robber.’ When we look at John 10:6, Jesus 
explains that he told this parable against the sect of the Pharisees. Because Jesus does not tell the story in the third 
person, which would have made it unrelated to himself, it is clear that this parable is speaking about the Pharisees. 
But, they do not fully sense that this speech of Jesus is given about them. For that reason, they were listening quietly. 
 
Then, like he was giving these non-understanding men another blow, the Lord states, ‘All those who have come 
before I did are thieves and robbers,’ John 10:8. This goes the same way again.  
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Jesus pointed to all of it, the doctrine of the Pharisees who had already been in existence, and the religion of the law 
that had already been in existence, the system of religious rule that had already been in existence, and he said it was 
all ‘thieves’ and ‘robbers.’ In other words, their doctrines did not help God’s sheep live in any true sense of the word 
and he gave them a scathing criticism to that effect and also, he criticised them that from the scratch they were not 
working to help the sheep live. 
 
The reason something like this is written in one of the gospels is not because some teaching of the Pharisees still 
remained strongly rooted as a problem long afterwards. ‘Thieves’ and ‘robbers,’ in any time period, sneak in with 
different forms.  
 
As a matter of fact, since the church's beginning, the church has been troubled by this problem. When we read Paul's 
letters, over and over we find references to false teachers. Doctrines that are not conducive to any real life for the 
sheep, doctrines that do not bring life, doctrines that instead of bringing life would snatch life away and bring on 
murder instead, this type of doctrine has taken on various different forms and has snuck on in. Today it's the same 
way.  
 
So, it becomes important to tell things apart. We have to listen with distinctions in mind. The text says, ‘But, the 
sheep did not listen to what they had said,’ John 10:8. Likewise, then, it is imperative that one is not led by the 
thieves and the robbers. 
 
So far then the problem is about where the differences are between the true shepherd and the thief. One of those 
differences, says the Lord, is ‘Where do they come in through?’ The shepherd enters in through the gate, he leads the 
sheep to go through that gate. The thief avoids the gate, enters from somewhere else, and takes the sheep out from 
some other place except for the gate.  
 
What does the gate stand for? Christ says, ‘I truly say to you, I am the gate of the sheep,’ John 10:7. Christ is the gate. 
The problem lies in whether or not you are coming in through Christ and whether or not you are being led to go 
through Christ. We must look there. 
 

The Person Who Comes Through The Gate Will Be Saved 
Now, what does it mean to say one goes through Christ? Taking it further, Christ said this, ‘I am the gate. He who 
comes through me will be saved. He will go in and out of my gate and find pasture,’ John 10:9. That gate is the gate 
of salvation.  
 
Also, it is a gate for those who have partaken of salvation to receive daily nourishment and to live the abundant life. 
Christ says he is that kind of gate. However, in order to be this gate for the sheep, there was something Christ had on 
his mind. Christ the gate says He is ‘the good shepherd’ at the same time. The good shepherd gives His life away for 
His sheep. What Christ had on his mind was that he would be laying down his life for his sheep. He would surrender 
His life because of His love for his sheep and no one was snatching His life away, and besides that He would re-claim 
His life.  
 
In John 10:18, the text puts it like this, ‘No one is able to snatch away my life from me. I give it away by myself. I 
can give my life away, I can take it back again. This is the commandment I have received from my father.’ He gives 
his life away. Then he will take it back. This obviously points to Christ's crucifixion and resurrection. Christ said, ‘I 
am the door for the sheep.’ Christ the door for the sheep, if we go the next step with that, is the crucified and the risen 
Christ. If we define it in strictest of terms, he is ‘the crucified to atone for our sins and resurrected Christ.’ This 
indeed is the gate of the sheep, it is the very gate of salvation. 
 
The teaching that one comes in without going through this gate of the sheep is a salvation teaching that makes no 
importance of the atonement for sin and makes no importance of the cross or the resurrection. The teaching of self-
justification and self-empowered salvation does not make need of the atonement for sin. The teaching of the 
Pharisees was truly like that.  
 
According to them, a person keeps the law and will be saved. A person will arrive at eternal life by his or her good 
works. If that were so, there would be no need for the atonement, would there? Also, the heresy that would later be 
called Gnosticism was the same way. The religious elite who had acquired a special knowledge would be saved.  
Theirs was a religion of self-empowered deliverance but under a different guise. With them then, the atonement 
wasn't necessary.  
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Or even, today some who may knock on the gates of our church or some who try to read the scriptures may have 
thoughts like this, ‘Good things are written in the scriptures. Won't you become a good person if you study something 
good? Won't you be saved if you become a good person? The man called Jesus was a man of love. Let's live by 
emulating the one named Jesus. Let's live by keeping his teachings of love. Won't I too become a person of love if I 
do that? By doing that, it will lead to saving others and to saving me.’  
 
But, if one is saved by that means, the atonement for sin is no longer needed. Neither would the cross or the 
resurrection be needed either. If that were true, we might just read Christ's sermon on the Mount alone, Matthew 5-7. 
 
But, as for Christ, Christ says, ‘He who crosses over from some other place without entering through the gate is a 
thief and is a robber.’ He says that the person who enters in without going through the gate does not bring true life or 
salvation. Why is that? Because the Lord knows the depth of humanity's sin and because the problem of human sin is 
not resolved by the law. A human being will not be saved by becoming a little bit better or by improving little by 
little.  
 
So, instead of our dying, Christ died for us. ‘Once a fool always a fool to the grave.’ For us like that, Christ died. 
Bearing our sins on his back, in our place, Christ died as a sinner. Therefore, when we believe in Christ and are 
joined to him, we participate in Christ's death and we ourselves become dead. This is so that we will live the new life 
as persons who were once dead. Yes, indeed: We can live anew. 
 
Baptism as practiced in the church clearly shows this fact. ‘We are buried with Christ through baptism and have 
become partakers of his death. It is so that we too will live new lives just as Christ was resurrected from the dead by 
the glory of the father.’ Romans 6:4. 
 
Christ said, ‘I am the gate. He who enters through me will be saved.’  Coming through the gate called Christ, 
becoming a sheep of Christ, that is a sheep which is within Christ's protective enclosure means believing in Christ, 
being dead with Christ, and becoming a person who lives the new life. That’s where salvation is. Christ has become 
that kind of gate. He has become the opened gate of salvation! So, the sheep who have come through the opened gate 
called Christ will live by daily nourishment through the true shepherd called Christ, even until their attainment of the 
completion of that salvation. 
 

‘I AM the Good shepherd’ John 10:11 
Jesus says, ‘I AM the Good Shepherd’ and indeed so He is, for His love for His sheep is so beautiful and infinite that 
even if one of his sheep wandered of and finds itself in peril, when it cries for help He will come it its rescue and with 
gentleness help the sheep as to join the flock again. Every sheep, every sheep is equally of utmost importance to Him, 
the sheep's welfare is more important to the Good Shepherd than his own life. John 10:11. 
 
The sheep that is in the fold need not worry or be afraid when it is attacked by evil all the sheep has to do is to look at 
the Shepherd, trust Him and obey His voice and the Shepherd will take care of the problem and fight with whatever 
or whoever is threatening the sheep; under these conditions the Shepherd absolutely guarantees the sheep's safety. 
Equally so, all that the sheep have to do is in trusting obedience follow the Shepherd and he will lead them to green 
pastures and still waters where they will be satisfied and sustained.  Psalm 23 / John 10:9. The Good Shepherd feeds 
his sheep so that they are happy and content knowing that their safety, their very life depends on them following their 
loving Master. 
 
Could there ever be a more beautiful example of tender love than the Good Shepherd who loves his sheep with love 
that surpasses all comprehension? Just like a good mother protects and defends and nurses her child so the Good 
Shepherd does to his sheep. Therefore we, Jesus’ sheep should fear no evil threatening or attacking us since as long 
as we are looking upon Jesus, nothing can separate us from his love Romans 8:35 from him to whom is given all 
power in heaven above and earth beneath Matthew 28:18 him who has overcome the world John 16:33 him who has 
overcome death and thus broken Satan's power Hebrews 2:14. 
 
Jesus is saying that He is the only door i.e. the only entrance to the place of safety. John 3:16. ‘If any one enters by 
me, he will be saved.’ John 10:9. ‘they follow me and I give them eternal life and they shall never perish.’ John 
10:28. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life’ John 3:16. ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’. John 10:10. 
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To be saved is stated to be synonymous to having eternal life. We should have confidence that Jesus protects and 
saves and that he leads us into the place of safety which is to be found in His church. i.e. His body, in His protecting 
and loving arms. ‘and will go in and out and find pasture.’ John 10:9. where we have the perfect freedom under His 
care and can feel at home.   
 
‘I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of 
heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches 
over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD watches over you—the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch 
over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.’ Psalm 121. 
       
The previous passages of scripture make it quite clear that the Lord will sustain us, give us joy, peace and everything 
we need in abundance. 
 
‘All who come before me (are thieves and robbers)’. John 10:8. In Greek this translates as this, ‘pantes hosoi elthon 
pro emou’. It is interesting to investigate the meaning of the word ‘pro’ . 
 
1. If we bear in mind that Jesus is speaking in the presence of the Pharisees and is answering them their question ‘are 
we also blind?’ John 9:40. Then in Jesus' use of the word ‘pro’ we might see a clear allusion to the Pharisees. Jesus 
would then be saying that all who came before, i.e. definition of place, standing before him are thieves and robbers. 
The same word is used in Acts 12:6 ‘pro tes thuras’ meaning guarding, before the door. 
 
2. The word ‘pro’ might be used here as a definition of time such as in Matthew 8:29, ‘elthes ode pro kairou’ 
translated as ‘did you come here before the time’ (to torture us, the demons). In this case Jesus, would be saying that 
all those who came before him in time and claimed to be the ones whom the people should follow to find the truth 
and the light, John 8:12 are impostors. This would of course although enlarging the number of people to whom this 
would apply still and foremost refer the religious leaders. 
 
Most probably Jesus meant to say both things but he had especially the religious leaders in mind since the context 
doesn't say anything about false Messiahs but it does make it clear that Jesus is uttering these words as a reply to the 
criticising Pharisees. John 9:40 / John 10:19. 
       
It is also significant that Jesus says ‘are thieves and robbers’ and not ‘were’, thus using the word are in connection 
with, ‘came before me’, definition of place! and regarding him speaking in presence of and answering a question 
posed by the Pharisees. 
 
Jesus is clearly attacking the religious leaders and calls them thieves and robbers. Thieves because they are trying to 
steal, i.e. take what doesn’t rightfully belong to them, the people, and robbers because if treats would be insufficient, 
John 9:22+28, they would use violence, John 9:34. This becomes even clearer if we bear in mind the connection in 
the events concerning the man born blind and the Pharisees’ dealing with the matter as recorded in John 9 and notice 
that John 9:35-10:21 are forming one on going conversation. 
 
Jesus makes the contrast between himself ‘The Good Shepherd,’ John 10:11 who so loves his sheep that he is willing 
to lay down his life for them, as we know he would do and the religious leaders whom he calls ‘thieves and robbers’ 
only seeking ‘to kill and to destroy’ John 10:8+10. 
       
‘He who is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose won the sheep are not... because he is a hireling and cares nothing 
for the sheep’ John 10:12+13. Here Jesus is saying that the religious leaders are just hirelings, they don’t own the 
sheep, they don’t love the sheep and they are only interested in their own gain. 
 
And in saying ‘I AM the Good Shepherd’, Jesus is making a total contrast between the religious leaders and himself, 
i.e. that he (Jesus), owns the sheep, loves the sheep and isn’t interested in his own gain but seeks the welfare of the 
sheep in laying down his life for them. John 10:11. ‘I AM the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep.’ John 10:11.  
 
‘For this reason, the Father loves me because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; this charge I have 
received from my Father.’ John 10:17+18. 
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Here Jesus makes it quite clear, that he is in absolute control; he lays down his life on his own accord, no one takes it 
from him. That death has no power over him but he has power over death. ‘I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again.’ That he lays down his life voluntary, ‘For this reason the Father loves me.’ If the Father 
would force him to do so and Jesus having no choice in the matter, there would be no merit and there would be no 
reason for the Father to love. 
 
Jesus for laying down his life since it would have been taken from him. Since the wages of sin is death, Romans 6:23 
and Jesus being without sin, John 8:46, Jesus was not in the power of death and thus for him to die would involve him 
to lay down his life voluntarily. Hence the reason why death could not hold Jesus in its grasp but had to let him go. 
 
In voluntarily laying down his life Jesus obeyed 'the charge' which he received from his Father and was thus exalted 
above all things. Philippians 2:5-11. Hence, if we trust, obey and follow him and keep on doing so like a sheep 
follows its shepherd, we can be assured of salvation. Let us always bear this in mind when life is difficult. 
 
In the Old Testament, the youngest child looked after the sheep and Israel as a nation were originally shepherds. Job 
1:3 tells us that Job had 7000 sheep and at the end of his trials he had 14000 sheep. Job 42:12 
 
The shepherd knows his sheep and the sheep knows his voice. Shepherd would come together and then part, call on 
his own sheep and they would separate from other flocks. The love of the shepherd for the sheep and sheep for the 
shepherds. 
 
Psalm 22-24 Trilogies. 
Psalm 22 The suffering shepherd. 
Psalm 23 The good shepherd, the Lord. 
Psalm 24 The shepherd king, the one who is able. 
 
Kings were supposed to shepherd the people. The Shepherd king is the Messiah. Genesis 49:49 notice the staff and 
rod are mentioned and Judah has the lion’s sceptre and staff. In those days, the head, the staff which stands for 
authority was planted or placed in-between his feet whilst legs were crossed. The rod stood for justice, Judah would 
become the King. 
 
1. Foretold in Old Testament prophecy is the promise of a Shepherd. It would be glad tidings for the cities of Judah, 
Isaiah 40:9-11. He would gather Israel as a shepherd does his flock, Jeremiah 31:10. He would feed them, a type of 
David (who would be his ancestor), Ezekiel 34:23. 
 
2. Revealed in the New Testament is that Jesus is that Shepherd. He is the Good Shepherd, who will bring other 
sheep into His fold! John 10:1-16. He is the Chief Shepherd, who has other shepherds watching His flock! 1 Peter 
5:4. He is the Great Shepherd, who through His blood makes us complete! Hebrews 13:20. 
 
3. The motif of a shepherd is revealing. It pictures the blessings enjoyed by those who follow Jesus and it should 
remind us of the duties we have as His sheep 
 

The blessings of Jesus our shepherd 
He gave his life for us. He laid down His life for His sheep, as foretold in the Old Testament, Zechariah 13:7 / 
Matthew 26:31. As Jesus told His disciples He would do, John 10:11+15. Thus, He is able to offer eternal life to His 
sheep, John 10:28 / 1 John 5:11-13. Offering security to those who continue to believe. Such that none can snatch 
them from the hand of God. Though one can fall from God’s hand through neglect. Hebrews 3:12-15 / Revelation 
2:10 
 
He now cares for us. Having called us (through the Gospel). John 10:3 / 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14. Having gathered us 
into His one-fold (even Gentiles!) John 10:16; cf. Ephesians 2:11-22.  
 
As our Good Shepherd, He knows us, John 10:14+27 / 2 Timothy 2:19. He feeds us, John 10:9 / Psalm 23:1+2. He 
guides us, John 10:3+4 / Psalm 23:3. He cherishes us tenderly, Isaiah 40:11 / Ephesians 5:25-29. He protects and 
preserves, Jeremiah 31:10 / John 10:28+29 / Jude 28-29. Wonderful are the blessings of Jesus our Shepherd! Such 
blessings are prefigured in that most beautiful of psalms, Psalms 23. 
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Our duties to Jesus our shepherd. Heed his voice. His sheep hear His voice, John 10:2-3. His sheep follow Him, for 
they know His voice, John 10:4. Thus Jesus expects His sheep to heed His voice. As proclaimed during His earthly 
ministry, Luke 6:46. As stated in the Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-20. Which we do today by heeding the 
words of His apostles, to receive them is to receive Him, John 13:20, thus the early church continued steadfastly in 
their doctrine, Acts 2:42, for they taught the commandments of the Lord, 1 Corinthians 14:37. Hold to his flock. 
There is one flock (or one body), John 10:16 / Ephesians 4:4. We should strive to maintain the unity of that flock for 
which Jesus prayed, John 17:20-23, for which Jesus died, Ephesians 2:13-16. 
       
The Chief Shepherd has shepherds to guide His flock, they are the elders in a local congregation, 1 Peter 5:1-4 and 
their duty is to oversee and pastor the flock, Acts 20:17+28 / 1 Peter 5:1-3. Jesus expects His sheep to respect His 
shepherds to submit to their oversight, make their duty a joyful one, Hebrews 13:17 and to esteem them highly in 
love, being at peace, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13. Wonderful are the promises for those who follow ‘Jesus Our 
Shepherd’, Revelation 7:13-17. 
 

‘I AM the resurrection and the life’. John 11:25. 
 
The Greek word for resurrection is ‘anastasis’ and is used 40 times in New Testament. Resurrection doesn’t appear in 
the Old Testament as it wasn’t a part of the covenant with the land. Exodus 20, 5th command, long life in the 
Promised Land but no afterlife. Psalm 37 speaks about inheriting the earth, this is used 6 times in reference to the 
land. The Israelites hope was the land. 
 
Jesus spoke about raising from the dead, but notice that His disciples didn’t question Him because they didn’t 
understand, Mark 9:5 / Mark 9:30. They didn’t know what He meant because it was new. 2 Timothy 1:10 “but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel.” Christ brought life and immortality to light. 
 
Genesis 2:17 says, ‘you shall surely die’, in the Hebrew text it says, ‘dying you shall surely die’ which means 
spiritual death and physical death and we know that death means separation and so the process of death physically 
begun. Romans 3:23 tells us that the wages of sin is death. 
 
In order for a resurrection sin needs to die. Genesis 3:15. Galatians 4:4 talks about the fullness of time, time means an 
age but time can also mean a moment, precision, right moment as Galatians 4:4 means. 
 
2 Timothy 1:10 the Gospel brought light how? Jesus teaching and His resurrection. John 14:26, The Holy Spirit 
equipped the apostles to remember and understand. Total recall and understanding, including rising from the dead. 2 
Timothy 1:10 says the Gospel brought it to light, remove the midst through the Gospel because the Jews were not 
sure about immortality 
 
That’s why Jesus says ‘I AM the resurrection and life.’ John 11:25 
 
Psalm 80 says that there is no promise of afterlife until He went to God. In the Old Testament, it was a hope but not 
really known, it was all about reward and punishment, in the Old Testament this life was everything. Acts 28:23-29 
because of the hope of Israel, long life in the Promised Land, He preached what they didn’t expect. Resurrection, they 
didn’t want to hear this, Jesus the Messiah means no physical inheritance for Israel. 
 
Jesus says the Son of God because of His resurrection, this was the theme of the apostles preaching. John 2:13-22, 
built the temple in 3 days, some Jews feared the thought of the resurrection, the Sadducees. Matthew 27:62-66, the 
guards at the tomb, they were preparing just in case. 
 
Revelation 1:5, Firstborn from the dead, Exodus 13:1+2, Pentecost, Exodus 23:14-19, firstfruits, resurrection. 
Firstfruits of the promise of the harvest to follow, not first to rise from the dead, firstfruits of the believing dead, 
others to come 
 
1 Corinthians 15, the resurrection. Some thought it had already happened, Matthew 27. Some thought no resurrection, 
the views of the resurrection but the Sadducees still lingered. Others have faith in the resurrection, no resurrection, 
your still in your sins, faith a waste of time, never see your loved ones again. 1 Corinthians 15 firstfruits of those who 
sleep. 
 



14 

Genesis 3:15 we see 3 promises, punishment of sin, promise of redemption and prediction of how it’s going to 
happen. Christ’s resurrection is the foundation of the Christian faith. Romans 1:15-17, power and resurrection. 
 
He is the resurrection, He is the cause of resurrection John 6:54 ‘and I will raise him up at the last day.’ Jesus is 
indeed the cause of resurrection since life is in him. ‘In him (Jesus) was life.’ John 1:4. Hence we can confidently say 
‘amen’ to what Paul has to say in his letter to the Romans ‘But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him.’ Romans 6:8-9. 
 
That Jesus has power over death is clear, even more he has given the ultimate proof of this be virtue of his own 
resurrection; he is indeed the first-begotten from the dead. ‘But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.’ 1 Corinthians 15:20. ‘He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.’ Colossians 1:18. 
 
Those who believe in Christ and keep on believing him in trusting obedience will be raised by him to eternal life and 
not to condemnation. ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the son of God, and those who hear will live. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming when all those who are in 
the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of judgement.’ John 
5:25+28+29. 
 
‘He who believes in the Son, has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
rests upon him.’ John 3:36. What an exhortation of love; a love that shows concern for those who do not merit it since 
we are all sinners. The love is infinite and true indeed! 
 
He is the life and those who are in Christ already have eternal life. Christ Jesus is our life. ‘For you have died, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.’ 
Colossians 3:3-4. 
 
‘If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you.’ Romans 8:11. That the life we thus have in 
Christ is eternal is clearly stated, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, if any one keeps my word, he will never see death.’ John 
8:51 / John 3:16. 
      
‘And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord.’ 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. All this has 
been achieved because god Incarnate gave himself for our salvation. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.’ John 3:16. 
 
The second death, i.e. the eternal separation from the presence of God is not for those whose life is hid in God with 
Jesus. The fact of Christ's life in glory with the Father is a guarantee of out eternal life. ‘Because I live, you will live 
also.’ John 14:19. 
 
He offers abundant life. As He promised in His discourse as the Good Shepherd, John 10:10-11. Jesus offers a peace 
the world cannot give, John 14:27 / John 16:33 / Philippians 4:6-7. He gives us His love, which passes knowledge, 
John 15:10 / Ephesians 3:19.  He provides His joy, that is inexpressible, John 15:11 / 1 Peter 1:8. With such peace, 
love, and joy, what an abundant life Jesus offers! 
 

‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ John 14:6. 
 
Jesus never went outside of scripture for an illustration, Isaiah 35 talks about the kingdom, the WAY of holiness. 
Hebrews talks about boldness and a new and living way, Hebrews 10:19+20, the word for way is ‘hodos’ which 
means the road. The High priest would take the blood and the blood was spilled on the way to the Holy of Holies, 
sprinkled blood on way, blood stained way. 
 
Jesus says He is the way, He’s not showing the way because He is the way. 3 times on same day the high priest 
would sacrifice, 1. For his own sins, 2. For the sins of the priesthood and 3. For the sins of the people. Jesus’ blood 
has created the way, Hebrews 6:19. 
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Matthew 26:1ff tells us it was at Passover that Jesus wanted to die for them. Jesus wanted to let it happen in Passover.  
Jesus died on a day when a one-off event took place, Passover, the Day of Atonement was once a year, Jesus didn’t 
die on this day. The veil was Jesus’ flesh, the veil was torn when He died. A careful reading of the Book of Acts tells 
us that the early church was called the way, they were in ‘the way’. The blood-stained way into the very presence of 
God. 
 
Two of the most remarkable statements by Jesus are found in one verse. ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ ‘No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.’ John 14:6. These statements were made in a discussion with His 
disciples. As He prepared them for His impending death, John 14:1-4 which prompted questions by Thomas and 
Philip, John 14:5+7-9. 
 
In making such statements, Jesus claims to be three things, ‘The Way, The Truth, And the Life.’ Let's take a closer 
look, where we first observe that Jesus is. Jesus is the only way to God. Jesus clearly claims to the be only way to 
God, John 14:6. As Peter would later proclaim, there is no salvation but through Him, Acts 4:12. This may sound 
politically incorrect, but Jesus states it nonetheless.  
 
How Jesus is the way to the father. By revealing Him, stressed in the gospel of John, John 14:7-9 / John 1:18 / John 
12:44-45. By opening the way to Him, emphasised in the book of Hebrews, Hebrews 10:19-20. By serving as our 
high priest, another theme in Hebrews, Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 10:21-22. 
       
He now intercedes for us as our Advocate, 1 John 2:1. At the right hand of God, Romans 8:34. The one (and only) 
Mediator between God and man, 1 Titus 2:5. Whoever lives to intercede for us! Hebrews 7:24-25. By virtue of His 
life on earth, His death on the cross, and now His service in heaven, Jesus is truly the only way to God! 
 
‘And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not pass over it, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. Isaiah 35:8+9. Christ is the ‘way’, the ‘means’, the Person by whom we can come to a 
knowledge of God. ‘No one has ever seen God; the only son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him 
known.’ John 1:18. How wonderful, to know that all man has to do to know the Father is to look to Jesus. ‘He who 
has seen me has seen the Father.’ John 14:9. 
 
Via Jesus the Father has fellowship with us and we with the Father. ‘Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to his grace.’ Romans 5:1-
2. 
 
‘and no one knows the Father except the Son and any to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me all that 
labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.’  Matthew 11:27+28. How awful would be our situation without 
Jesus our Mediator! There would be an abyss so wide and deep and dark between God and mankind that man could 
never make any contact with God and thus man would be lost forever. 
 
It is difficult to come to God via Jesus? No, definitely not! Since, once we accept Jesus in our lives, he will protect us. 
‘I, the LORD, am its keeper; every moment I water it. Lest any one harm it, i guard it night and day; I have no wrath.’  
Isaiah 27:3. 
 
Jesus teaches us the way, by speaking the truth, ‘Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and truly teach 
the way of God.’ Luke 20:21. By showing us the way, ‘then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’ Matthew 16:24. ‘For this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.’ 1 Peter 2:21. 
 
All we have to do is follow Jesus, knowing that we shall never be tempted beyond our strength. ‘No temptation has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, 
but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.’ 1 Corinthians 10:13 
and that if we submit to God and resist the devil, the later will flee from us. ‘Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.’ Isaiah 4:7. 
 
It is via Jesus that we come into the sanctuary, the presence of God to whom Jesus is the living way. ‘Therefore, 
brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way which he 
opened for us.’ Hebrews 20:19-20. 
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I cannot help feeling that when Jesus said ‘I am the way’ he puts the emphasis on ‘I’ indicating he is the only way as 
indeed he is. ‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.’ Acts 4:12. 
 

‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ John 14:6. 
 
In his famous ‘Essay on Truth’, Roger Bacon wrote, ‘what is truth,’ the jesting Pilate asked and did not stay for an 
answer.’ I am not convinced that Pilate was jesting. He may have terminated the discussion and left the Praetorium 
because he did not believe that anyone could answer his question. 
 
But, here is an interesting and curious fact. You will recall that the Governor, Pontius Pilate was a Roman. His native 
language was undoubtedly Latin, and, he may well have posed his question in Latin. If that is the case, the question 
he asked was. ‘Quid Est Veritas?’ What is truth? 
 
Now here is a curious fact, you may take the same 14 letters of ‘Quid Est Veritas’ and with them form an anagram, 
that is, you may re-arrange those letters, and, if you do, they will give you. ‘Est Vir Qui Adest,’ which means, ‘it is 
the man who stands before thee!’ 
 
If only Pilate had been aware of the identity of the One who stood before him that day! If only Pilate had known! But, 
of course, when Jesus made that startling revelation, ‘I AM the truth’, it was not to Pilate that he spoke, but to His 
own disciples. And we are naturally interested to know just what he meant. 
 
What about the word, ‘truth’? Think about it because it’s an interesting word. If you consult your dictionary, you will 
find that it is defined as, ‘The quality or state of being true, accurate, honest, sincere.’ ‘The statement of things as 
they are.’ 
 
But I am not really satisfied with that definition, because all that it tells us is that according to the English word, there 
may be different levels of truth. It does not take into account the fact that one may speak what he believes to be the 
truth and yet be honestly and sincerely in error. And this is easy to demonstrate. 
 
For instance, if I were to tell you that, ‘I sincerely believe that, at this moment, there is blizzard raging outside this 
building’, and you were to go to the door to discover that it really is snowing, I have spoken truth. If, on the other 
hand, you discovered that the sun is shining and it is 100 degrees outside, not only would it be a miracle! I would 
have proved myself, at the very least, to be guilty of error, sincere as I may have been. 
 
In that sense, ‘truth’ would mean, ‘The statement of things as they are’, and even an atheist would agree with that 
definition. And I that case, truth is something which is relative or comparative. Now, we need a definition which is 
much more precise than that. We need a definition which is absolute and unconditional, and for such a definition we 
must turn to the word which Jesus used in the text before us. 
 
Well, the word for ‘Truth’ , which is used in the Greek New Testament is ‘Ale Theia’ and it basically means, 
‘unconcealed’.  It is a word which is developed from the word, ‘Lanthona’, which means ‘to be unknown, or to be 
hidden’. 
 
Now, when the Greeks wished to change the meaning of a word, so that it meant the very opposite, they replaced the 
letter, ‘A’ , ‘Alpha’, in front of it. You may take for example the word, ‘righteousness’, which is ‘Dikaiosune’. If we 
place the letter, ‘A’ , in front of it, it becomes ‘A Dikaiosune’, which is ‘unrighteousness’. 
 
Well, the word ‘truth’ , has been formed in the same way. Place the letter ‘A’ , in front of ‘Lanthano’, ‘unknown, or 
hidden’, and you create the word ‘Alethia’ , so that it now means, ‘Unconcealed’. Therefore, the New Testament word 
for ‘truth’ means, ‘that which is open and evident and exposed’, and which, is capable of withstanding any 
examination; any scrutiny any investigation’. 
 
If we take it a step farther, ‘truth’ , in the New Testament sense, means, ‘reality’ or the manifestation of things as they 
really are. Think about the phrase which we meet many times in the Bible, the phrase, ‘the only true God’. It literally 
means, the only real God, because the word ‘Alethinos’ indicates the genuine as opposed to the false. 
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For this reason, when William Tyndale came to John 15, in which Jesus says, ‘I am the true vine’, he translated it, ‘I 
AM the Verri vine’. Truth then, in the Bible sense, is reality, and revealed in a person. That is why, when we say that 
‘God is truth’, we mean that God is the ultimate reality, the Origin, the Creator and Sustainer of all things, and that 
apart from Him there is no reality. 
 
It follows therefore, that if God is truth, His is the only Mind which knows reality perfectly, and truth is that which 
corresponds with His mind and will. In other words, we only possess the truth on any level and on any subject, when 
what we say about it is what God says about it. 
 
If, for instance, someone were to say that the purpose of life is to have a good time and look after number one, that 
would only be true if it was what God said about it. Now this is the consistent teaching of the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation. In Genesis 32:10, Jacob, coming out of Mesopotamia on his way back to Canaan gave thanks to God for 
his mercy and truth, and praised God because he has dealt with him in Truth and faithfulness. 
 
In Deuteronomy 32:4, Moses called God a ‘God of truth’, whilst in Exodus 34:6+7, when on Mount Sinai, God 
revealed Himself to Moses, His own description of Himself was ‘YHVH, YHVH, merciful, slow to anger, gracious, 
longsuffering and abundant in goodness and truth.’ 
 
The psalmist never ceased to sing about the ‘God of Truth’. ‘All his works are truth. His truth endures to all 
generations. He keep truth for ever. His truth reaches to the heavens.’ Turning to the prophets, twice in one verse, 
Isaiah 65:16, the prophet Isaiah called God, ‘The God of truth.’ Over in the New Testament, Paul described Him as, 
‘the God who cannot lie’. And in Revelation 15:3, the redeemed praise God as ‘just and true in all his ways. God, 
then, is Himself, ‘Truth.’ 
 
But, let us now take this a step further, and notice that the God of truth, whose Word is truth, in the fullness of time, 
is, when the right moment came, revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, who came to us as ‘the truth 
incarnate’. The truth manifested in a physical body. The Word became flesh. 
 
This is why, in the Revelation 3:7, Jesus Himself is described as, ‘The Holy One, the True One.’ And why, later in 
the same chapter, verse 14, the Lord Jesus describes himself in words which cannot logically be understood in any 
other way than as a claim to Deity. ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God.’ 
 
Jesus is actually saying, ‘I AM the Amen.’ Now this is a statement which arrests attention immediately. You see, that 
word, ‘amen’, comes to us straight from the Hebrew language. It is a word which has not been translated. It is not 
English. It is not Greek. Even the Greeks did not translate it. The word is also ‘Amen’ in the Greek language, and 
although we are in the habit of using the word as a convenient way in which to close a prayer, and have been told it 
means, ‘so be it’, it has a vastly more profound meaning than that. 
 
Although the connection may not appear at first glance, there is a very close relationship between the words, ‘truth’  
and ‘amen.’ The root meaning of the word, ‘amen’ is that of ‘nursing, nourishing, building up’, hence it has to do 
with ‘establishing, establishing, making sure.’ And, in its original use, it takes us back to God as the nursing Mother 
of His people. Now that is a thought to consider! The fact of the Motherhood of God. In Isaiah 66:13, God Himself 
said, ‘As one whom his mother comforts, so will I comfort you’ 
 
Now if the thought of the ‘motherhood’ of God is new and strange to you, perhaps I might throw in the additional 
fact, and say that one of the compound names for God, which is found in the Old Testament, is ‘El Shaddai.’ It is 
used no fewer than 48 times, and when you read the name, ‘God Almighty’, or ‘Almighty God’, that is the translation 
of ‘El Shaddai.’ 
 
But, it has long been a puzzle as to why the men who translated the Old Testament rendered ‘El Shaddai’ as ‘The 
Almighty God’, when Hebrew scholars have long known, that it really suggests the ‘Mother-love’ of God, and the 
fact that God never tires of bestowing His bountiful goodness and fullness and riches on His people, as a mother 
bestows her tender care on her child. 
 
And for this reason, ‘El Shaddai’ is literally, ‘El’  God, ‘Shaddai’, the Breasted One, for that is what the word 
‘Shaddai’ means. And this is why besides called God ‘the truth’, you may place this other name for God, ‘the Amen’, 
‘the nourisher’, ‘the sufficient One’, the One who nurses, and nurtures His people. 
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And so, in Revelation 3:14, the Lord Jesus presents Himself to the church at Laodicea, a church which has been 
faithless and false in its witness, and He comes as, ‘The Amen, the Faithful and True witness.’ The One who is true to 
His own nature, who will never cease to provide for His people. He is faithful ad true because He is the ‘Amen.’ 
 
As a title, ‘The Amen’, is equivalent to the title in our text, ‘The Truth’, because when Jesus says, ‘I AM the Truth’, it 
means that He cannot lie. He is true in all His words. He is true in all His actions. All truth lies within the compass of 
that word. 
 
Now, I think that this ought to be a source of great comfort to every child of God, because it is the guarantee of the 
total reliability and faithfulness of everything He ever says or does. When He makes an assertion, that assertion is 
absolutely dependable. When He makes a promise, you may rest all your weight on it, in the certain knowledge that it 
can never fail. When He warns of judgment, depend upon it, that judgment will follow as surely as night follows day. 
And because He is ‘Truth’ , He will he will never make terms with a lie. 
 
I expect that it has occurred to you by now, that, when we hear Jesus say, ‘I AM the truth’, we are, I fact, dealing 
with, yet another assertion of His Deity. I say, ‘yet another’, because such declarations of Deity come at us from all 
directions, if only we have eyes to see them. 
 
For example, the Hebrew word for ‘Truth’  is yet another name for God Himself. It is the word ‘Emet’, and it consists 
of the First, the Middle and the Last letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Now the first chapter of the Revelation. 
Revelation 1:8, we read, ‘I am the Alpha and the Onega, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.’ In other words, I am the First and I am the last. 
 
I now turn to the last chapter, and in Revelation 22:12, we read, ‘Behold I am coming soon bringing my recompense 
to repay everyone for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Onega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.’ And who is the speaker? He is the Lord Jesus Himself, and the last Boob in the Bible, and the Bible itself, 
closes with this statement, ‘Surely I am coming soon. Amen. Come Lord Jesus’. 
 
In the light of all this evidence, it must be obvious that, because Jesus is the ‘Truth’ , it is not enough simply to say 
that He is the greatest teacher the world has ever known, or that what He taught was true. He does not say, ‘I know 
the truth’, or ‘I teach the truth’. Instead He makes a claim for himself which no other teacher would dare to make. He 
says, ‘I AM the Truth’. And any modern-day educator who dared to make such a claim would immediately be looked 
at as unbalanced. Indeed, no teacher of any worth would ever consider making such a claim, because it is a claim to 
deity. 
 
After all, the wisest and greatest thinkers the world has ever known, have confessed themselves merely to be seekers 
after truth, and have admitted that truth has evaded them. The great Socrates, said that he was aware of how little he 
understood. Sir Isaac Newton, described himself as a child who had gathered a few pebbles, on the shore of a great 
ocean. 
 
But Jesus was able to say, ‘if you continue in my word you are truly my disciples. And you will know the truth and 
the truth shall make you free’. John 8:37. Just consider what Jesus is actually saying here! The claim is stupendous, 
He says that is that ‘if we abide’, ‘meno’, remain, stay, in His word, that is if we continue to be obedient to Him, we 
shall know the truth. 
 
Our lives will be controlled and governed by truth, and there will follow an ever-deepening awareness of truth, and an 
ever-increasing capacity for truth, and we shall be made free by the truth. I come back to the same point, time and 
time again. I am compelled to say that I cannot imagine any teacher in history who would dare to make such a claim 
and expect to be treated seriously by normal, intelligent, balanced people. 
 
But Jesus says, ‘I AM the truth’. You wish to know truth? ‘Then follow Me and stay with Me’, Jesus says. I think that 
it tragic that today, men and women, even members of the Lord’s church, are coming under the influence of liberal 
theologians and their so-called new hermeneutics, teachers who appear to have little or no regard for the authority of 
the Word, or the Christ of the word for that matter. It is sad to find them eager to spread their old, warmed over 
critical theories, among less mature members of the church. 
 
I know one man who told a group of young Christians, ‘we cannot he sure that we have the truth, because we cannot 
know anything with certainty.’  
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Now, such a statement as that sounds very profound and wise and advanced to impressionable people. They think it is 
wonderful evidence of deep thinking and a beautiful demonstration of tolerance. But I do not believe I need to point 
out to you just how dangerous and destructive such teaching is. If we accept the notion that we cannot be sure of 
anything, the gates are thrown wide-open to allow anything and everything into Christianity. ‘We cannot know. We 
cannot be sure that we have the truth; therefore, others may have the truth, and we don’t know it!’ 
 
This is the modern agnosticism, remember that the Greek word ‘Agnostic’ identifies one who does not know and is 
the exact equivalent of the Latin word ‘Ignoramus’. This is the modern agnosticism which so often parades as 
Christian scholarship. It is the ignorance which pretends to be wisdom. 
 
Look! If you ever hear anyone say that we cannot be sure that we the truth, you ought to tell that person that he has a 
controversy with the Christ, who said, ‘ I AM the truth’, and he who follows me shall not walk in darkness but have 
the light of life; He who abides in me shall know truth and the truth will make him free’. 
 
Oh! That members of the Lord’s church would steep themselves in the Word of Truth and the Truth Who is presented 
in the Word! I truly believe that the crying need of our age, is for Christians who have taken hold of the Word, and 
who have allowed the Word to take hold of them. Men and women who are mastered by the truth, because they have 
been mastered by the Master Himself. If seek the truth, look no farther than the Word of God. 
 
John Greenleaf Whittier, the Quaker poet wrote. 
‘We search the world for Truth. We cull 
The good the pure the beautiful 
From graven stone and written scroll, 
From all old flower-fields of the soul, 
And, weary searchers for the best, 
We come back laden from our quest, 
To find that all the sages said, 
is in the book our mother’s read.’ 
 
Do you desire a faith upon which you can confidently rest your soul? A faith which will carry you through every 
experience in this life and on into the next? Then listen to Him. The One who said, ‘I AM the truth’! 
 
In this respect, nothing has changed in 2000 years! Preachers and religious teachers and religious fancies have their 
day, they come and they go. But, everything that is normative and creative in our faith, depends upon Him and upon 
His word. And we need to recognize that fact. 
 
Far too often we study what men have written about the truth, rather than the Truth Himself. Far too often we have 
felt that we need to keep abreast of the latest thinking or, at least, what we have been asked to believe is the latest 
thinking. And we are led to suppose that if we have not devoured the most recent ‘best-seller’ from the pen of the 
latest popular pedagogue we are inferior and out of touch. 
 
I recall that some years ago, at the Lectureship in Frankfurt, Germany, a well-respected brother, whom I regard as a 
friend, innocently told the congregation of his admiration for the writings of C. S. Lewis. And overnight, it seemed, 
half the preachers in the brotherhood discovered, C. C. Lewis! 
 
Something similar happened in with regards to the works of William Barclay. A few years ago, if you didn’t have 
Barclay’s daily Bible study on your bookshelves you were behind the times!  
And the same thing has happened very recently with the publications of certain of our own brethren, who shall be 
nameless, but whose books can be found in most denominational book-shops. And you may draw your own 
conclusion as to the significance of that! Too often, we listen to men, when God says, ‘this is My Son, Hear Him’. 
 
So, if then, we listen to Jesus and follow Him, what will this mean in practical terms? Well, the first, and most 
obvious consequence is that we shall be true ourselves. Jesus said, ‘He that is of the truth hears my voice’. And, of 
course, the word ‘hears’ means listens to, listens to in the sense of paying attention and obeying. There is a difference 
between just hearing and heeding. 
 
Years ago, when I was working with the church in Portknockie, small fishing village in the north of Scotland, I stayed 
near to one of the Elders of the church.  
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I recall one day hearing his brother’s wife calling his name when he was out in the yard at the back of the house. 
Now, I have to tell you that Sister Mc. was the sort of woman who, not to put too fine a point on it, could very easily 
get on one’s nerves! And, it became evident that particular day, Br. J, had just about had enough! Her voice became 
more and more insistent, and more and more strident. At last she called out, ‘John, John, are ye hearing me?’' And I 
heard John growl back at her, ‘aye! I’m hearing ye’. But I’m no heeding ye!’ 
 
Now that illustrates perfectly the difference between hearing and hearing. True hearing means hearing and heeding. 
And Jesus says that men and women of the Truth will be obedient to His word. They will be men and women of 
integrity and I am using that word in its original sense, not merely honest and sincere, but men and women of 
soundness and wholeness, for that is what integrity means, wholeness. That is how Jesus used the word when he said, 
‘if your eye is single, sound, wholesome, your whole body shall be full of light’. 
 
That is integrity. And if we are men and women of truth, it will be seen throughout our entire life and character. Not 
just in the big issues, but in little things as well. There is many a man who would rather die that perjure himself in a 
court of Law, whose life is a tissue of little insincerities. And that is the sort of thing against which we need to be on 
our guard, if we claim to follow Christ. 
 
We say we hate falsehood, when, in fact what we really hate are the consequences of falsehood. We resent hypocrisy, 
and deceit, but not because they are untrue but because the hurt and inconvenience on us. We condemn insincerity, 
and yet we are flattered by false praise. 
 
He is a man of truth who hates untruth as untruth, who resents the smooth polished falsehood of society, which, they 
tell us, does no harm. He hates the white-lie which they say, hurts nobody. He recoils from those deceptions, which 
go on day after day in the world, deceptions at which people smile when you call them deceptions. 
 
If we accept Jesus as the ‘Truth’  and we stand for truth, we shall also practice truth. Oh yes! As Christians we preach 
honesty, but are we honest in our own dealing? We teach purity, but are we ourselves, pure in thought and word and 
deed? We admire truth, but do we always shun falsehood and deceit, as the down-right lie? 
 
We cannot dismiss these as little things, because life itself is made up of little things and little things from our 
character. And, if we get into the habit of practicing small deceptions and using little artificialities, we shall discover 
that it is impossible to be true in the so-called larger issues of life, because holding to truth is a matter of habit, as 
well as a matter of the will. 
 
The way in which we regard integrity in daily life is important. If the disposition of our life, and the practice of our 
life, has been one of accepting the dubious and doubtful and questionable in little things, we shall find that, when 
something which we think is big comes along, something important, we shall not be able to break the habit of our 
life. 
 
Accept anything less than that which is wholesome and the sound, and you will discover that the strength to be a 
servant of Truth is just not there when you want it, it has leaked away, like water that drains away through a small 
hole in a bucket. 
 
As I said, ‘truth’  is reality. And I have just been speaking about things which are less than reality. When a man lacks 
integrity his entire life becomes a fiction and unreal. His religious profession turns out to be based on fiction. Why? 
Because no matter what he may claim, he is not a righteous man.  
 
And what do we mean when we speak of righteousness? Well, take the middle out of the word and you are left with 
right-ness. And that is what righteousness is. It is right-riving, right-doing, right-thinking, right speaking. You are not 
a righteous person because you are a member of a religious body and go to church every Sunday and sing and pray 
and read the Bible and give into the contribution. You are not a righteous person because you listen to sermons like 
this, or jot down the pretty little sayings of the preacher. 
 
Come to think of it; I am not righteous because I am preaching this sermon. Righteousness is being put right and kept 
right with God. And it is letting the truth you have heard and claim to believe blaze out in your life, not just on 
Sundays but Sunday, Monday, every day of the week, having every single day shining with holiness to the Lord. 
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Followers of the One who said, ‘I AM the truth’, speak truth, maintain truth and act truthfully, because when Jesus 
says, ‘you shall know the truth’, He does not give us truth merely to contemplate and discuss and admire, but to be 
done, because life is a matter of action not just thought or theory. 
 
You know, brothers and sisters, when a man aligns himself with falsehood and error in any form it affects the 
durability of his own character. Whilst, on the other hand when one rejects the false and clings to the True, he has 
aligned himself with the power which endures and which cannot decay. 
 
I feel sure that we all realize that we are living in a world in which moral standards are changing, maybe even 
disappearing completely. There was a time when people seemed to know the difference between truth and falsehood, 
right and wrong. Children were brought up to know the difference. And society knew it also. 
 
But these days, for whatever reason, the long-accepted standards of conduct are no longer valued. There are many 
who recognize. No moral standards at all, and who live by the code which says, ‘Do what you please, when you 
please and how you please’. 
 
How often have you heard it said, when an offender is brought to justice, ‘He made a mistake; He broke the 11th 
commandment, thou shall not be found out’. But, no matter what the world thinks, or does, the standard still exists. 
Neglect, ignored perhaps, but still there. Truth will always essential, remain truth. Right will remain right and wrong 
will continue to be wrong. Nothing can alter this. 
 
I am reminded of the story concerning a visitor to the art gallery in Florence. He was casually looking at the 
masterpieces which were in view, and he remarked rather loudly that he didn’t think much of them! One of the 
custodians heard his comment and said to him, ‘Sir, it is not the pictures which are on trial here. It is the viewers.’ So, 
it is with the Truth. So, it is with the Lord Jesus and all that He represent. The world may reject Him and ignore His 
claims but truth stands. 
 
Out in the Big Horn, of Wyoming, there is an unusual rock-formation which perhaps unfortunately, has been named 
‘The Devil’s Tower’. It is, in fact, a column of rock reaching several hundred feet in the air which can be seen for 
miles around. Its sides are so steep that it is impossible to climb it. I think that geologists call it a volcanic plug, and it 
has withstood all the ravages of time and weather whilst the land around it has been eroded away. That rock might be 
said to represent truth, durable; abiding in a world of decay. 
 
But, of course, that is not a perfect illustration because eventually that rock itself will, fall. But truth endures for ever. 
Jesus said, ‘I AM Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’ He said, ‘Heaven will pass 
away, but My word shall not pass away.’ And neither He, nor His Truth can be destroyed. 
 
Andrew Melville, the great Scottish preacher, so admired by John Knox, was once threatened with death by hanging 
by the Earl of Montrose, and if the threat had been carried out his corpse would have left hanging to rot away. But 
Melville simply laughed at the Earl and said, ‘Tush! Tush! My Lord! Make these threats to your courtiers. It is all one 
to me whether I rot in the air or in the earth! It is not in your power to hang or exile the Truth.’ 
 
And I am reminded of the words of James Russell Lowell, the American poet, ‘Careless seems the great Avenger’. 
John Bunyan wrote the book ‘A pilgrim’s progress’ which at one time was almost compulsory reading for anyone 
who wished to be regarded as educated, but which today is rarely read, such is the change which has overcome 
society. It is, as you may know, an allegory, describing the journey of a Christian from earth to heaven. 
 
In it he describes, Mr Valiant for truth’ coming to the end of his pilgrimage. He has lived a life filled with danger and 
adventure and now the end is in sight. He has arrived at the Great River; whose surging waters separate him from the 
celestial city which lies on the other shore. 
 
At first, he is afraid, because it is do dark and forbidding. But he remembers the promise which said ‘When thou 
comest to the waters I will be with thee that they do not overwhelm thee’. And, leaning on his faith, he steps into the 
river which he finds not to be terrible at all. And soon he is stepping out onto the shore of the Celestial City. And all 
the trumpets sounded on the other side. 
 
What is truth? The very question posed by Pontius Pilate. John 18:38. Consider the meaning of the Greek words 
translated as ‘true’ and ‘truth’.  True ‘alethes’, means unconcealed, manifest...actual, true to fact.  



22 

True ‘alethinos’ denotes ‘true’ in the sense of real, ideal, genuine. Truth ‘aletheia’ means objectively, signifying the 
reality lying at the basis of an appearance; the manifested, veritable essence of a matter.  
 
When Jesus speaks of truth, it describes that which corresponds to reality, what is factual and absolute, not relative 
but how Jesus is the truth? He proclaims that truth is real and knowable, John 8:32. He proclaims that truth can set 
one free from the bondage of sin, John 8:32-34. His doctrine is the way to truth that frees one from sin, John 8:31-
32+34-36. He faithfully proclaimed His Father’s Word, which is truth, John 17:14+17. 
      
By abiding in Jesus' teachings, we can know the truth and the freedom it offers! Freedom from the bondage of sin 
becomes even more meaningful when we consider how Jesus is. The very life of Jesus was a representation of the 
truth; he is Truth Incarnate. ‘There is another who bears witness to me, and I know that the testimony which he bears 
to me is true. You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth’. John 5:32+33. ‘Which of you convicts me of 
sin? If I tell you the truth, why do you not believe me? John 8:46. ‘Grace and truth came through Jesus-Christ’. John 
1:17. 
 
Let us always bear in mind that there is only one Truth: The Lord God to whom we can go through Jesus-Christ our 
Mediator Saviour and Truth. 
 

‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ John 14:6. 
 
There is a very logical and natural progression in the text, for, commencing with Jesus as the Way, we find that it is 
the way truth which leads us to life. 
 
There is, also, a special fitness about the choice of subject for today, and I do not say that because this is what the 
Western Christian world generally describes as ‘Easter Sunday’. As a matter of fact, I do not personally, make much 
of religious festivals or special days, though I do manage to remember important ones, such as my wife’s birthday 
and our wedding anniversary. But I remember those dates for a very important reason. (No! you're wrong! not 
because I should be in trouble if I forgot) but because I am sure that those dates are correct. 
 
There is nothing like the same accuracy about the date of Easter, which is why the religious world describes ‘Easter’ 
as ‘movable feast.' It has been given this designation, because, in 325 A.D, the Council of Nicea decided to settle a 
long-standing argument about the date of Easter, by decreeing that it should be determined by the full moon which 
comes on or around March 21st each year. And the result of that decision is that Easter Sunday may fall any Sunday 
between March 22nd and April 25th. So much for the accuracy of the celebration! 
 
However, if the date is uncertain, the fact of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus is not. That he rose from the Dead on 
the First Day of the Week, and became the Lord of Life and Glory, the first-fruits of those who sleep, is a fact. It may 
have been questioned, but Lord Erskine, one of the greatest forensic minds the Western world has known, whose 
reputation as an advocate is said to be without equal, once stated, ‘The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is 
attested to by more evidence than I have ever been called upon to consider in any Court of Justice’. 
 
And that is why I say that there is a special fitness about the subject with which I am to deal this morning. Today, and 
every First Day of the week, following the practice of the New Testament Church, we celebrate a risen, reigning and 
returning Lord, who is said, ‘I AM.....the life.’ 
 
But, before we consider Jesus as the life, we ought to ask the question, what is Life? How should we define that 
word? I ask this because, to find an adequate definition is not as easy as you might have imagined. 
 
1. Don’t go to the poets, because they are no help! John Dryden wrote, ‘When I consider life, ‘tis all a CHEAT.’ 
Robert burns wrote, ‘O life, thou art A GALLING LOAD, along a rough and weary road, to wretches such as I’. 
 
2. And don’t turn to the philosophers, otherwise you will meet up with people like Kierkegaard, who wrote; ‘MY life 
is absolutely meaningless’. And Frederic Nietzsche, Adolph Hitler’s favourite Philosopher, whose theories he 
followed in pursuit of a ‘Master-race’, with such devastating consequences for millions of men, women and children; 
actually said: ‘If you look into Life you look into suffering.’ (And you may be interested to know that 12 years before 
he died, Nietzsche, Hitler’s favorited philosopher was certified insane!) 
 
3. Don’t go to the playwrights either. 
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The most famous of them all. William Shakespeare wrote those oft-quoted words, which pessimistically declared, 
that life is, ‘a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.’ 
 
4. And if you turn to your dictionary, looking for a less-emotional, more rational definition, you will still be 
disappointed. What do you make of this? The oxford dictionary says that life is, ‘the State of functional activity 
peculiar to organized matter, especially to the portion of it constituting an animal or plant, before death’. 
 
The simple fact is that Poets, Philosophers, the Playwrights, and you could add Scientists to the list, are all at a loss to 
tell us much about life. Therefore, definition for which we are looking must come from the realm of the spiritual. In 
other words, the mystery of life is a puzzle for religious to solve. And for that reason, when Jesus says ‘I AM...the 
life’ , we should be ready to listen to what he has to say and to look at what he has to offer. 
 
1. Now, the scriptures reveal that Jesus, was always concerned with ‘life’  and willing to talk about it. All through the 
Gospel accounts to John, I say, more than twenty times, Jesus had something to say about life. And, indeed, if the 
number of times a subject is referred to in a book says anything about its importance, I can tell you that if you care to 
search John’s Gospel, you will find the word ‘life’  used at least 37 times! And 37 times in 21 chapters is very 
impressive, by any standard. 
 
Now, when the Lord used that word, He was not speaking about mere physical existence, or about meeting ordinary 
physical needs, but about real life, life in its fullness. He was concerned about quality of life, concerned that we 
should experience the life which God intends us to enjoy. 
 
That is why he said, ‘I have come that they might have life abundant life!’ The word which is here translated 
‘abundantly’ is a word which means ‘vehemently, passionately, ardently, life to the full’. ‘perissos’. And this is what 
the Church, with its good news, is seeking to help people to understand; that, to know Jesus Christ is to really live, to 
experience life at its richest and finest. 
 
1. So, what gives him the right to say ‘I AM ...the life’? Because, as we have already seen, and as John tells us in the 
very first chapter, ‘In Him was life and the life was the light of men’. Jesus is able to say. ‘I AM the life, because he 
possesses independent and self-sustained life’. And by that I mean that Jesus has life in Himself, because that is what 
means when he says, ‘in him was life’. 
 
In Acts 17, When Paul spoke to the distinguished members of the Areopagus, the council of wise men of Athens, he 
spoke to them about the One true God, and he pointed out that. ‘In Him we live and move and have our being, He 
gives to all, life and breath and all things. He made of one, all the nations of the earth to dwell together upon all the 
face of the earth.’ 
 
The point which Paul was making, in view of all the pagan altars and Temples he had seen as he walked through the 
Agora, the Market-placer, was that the One True God, unlike the gods which they worshipped, did not need to be 
maintained and looked after and kept in good repair. 
 
Paul says He, the True God ‘is not served by men's hands.’ And why not? ‘Because He made the world and 
everything in it.’ Now this means that, whilst God is dependent on no-one, our life, yours and mine, is entirely 
dependent on Him. But, in contrast, Jesus was able to state, ‘As the Father has life in Himself, so he has granted the 
Son also to have life in Himself’. John 6:26. 
 
Now, what do you make of that claim? Is it not staggering? I will tell you this! The only thing you can reasonably 
make of it, is that the Lord Jesus claimed to share the nature of Deity, and, consequently, He possessed the attributes 
of Deity. And it is this fact, which throws light on that statement in John 1:4 ‘In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men’. 
 
2. Further Jesus was able to ‘I AM...the life’ , because His is an indestructible life, everlasting life. Now, we are not 
indestructible! I hardly need to remind you that there are many agencies, or forces at work, which are capable of 
bringing our physical life to an end. We could meet with violence in an increasingly violent society. We could 
contract some ailment or disease which brings us to a premature death. And, even if we do not meet a premature end, 
and are allowed to enjoy a relatively untroubled life and live our allotted span, it comes to virtually the same thing, 
we shall still die. 
 



24 

As Shakespeare quaintly expressed it, ‘Golden lads and girls all must, like chimney sweepers, come to dust!’ But 
nothing could touch the life of the Lord Jesus! Violence? When the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate said, ‘Don’t you 
know that I have the power to release you or the power to condemn you?’ And Jesus said, ‘You could have no power 
over me at all, unless it were given you from above’. 
 
Death itself? Death is the consequence of Sin, it is the legacy which Sin has left the whole human race. Romans 5:12 
tells us that ‘Sin came into the world... and death through sin; so death has passed to all men because all have sinned’. 
But Jesus was sinless. He could throw out the challenge, which of you convicts me of sin? This means that death had 
no claim on him. He was not subject to Death, as we are and he did not have to die! In fact, He was able to make that 
tremendous claim, ‘no man takes my life from me; I lay it down of myself. ‘I have power to lay it down and I have 
power to take it up again’. 
 
And in all of human history, no-one has ever dared to make such a claim! Even when the leader of some out-landish 
cult has claimed immortality for himself, and persuaded his deluded, brainwashed followers that he could not die, 
Time has rolled on and proved him to be a fraud. But not Jesus! He is the Word, who, ‘existed in the beginning with 
God and who shared the nature of God’. ‘All things were made by Him and nothing not anything, was made without 
Him’. 
 
Hebrews 1:2 tells us that ‘He created the worlds.’ Colossians 2:15 states that, ‘He is the visible manifestation and 
representation of the invisible God and in Him all things were created, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions, principalities or powers - all things were created through Him and For him. He is before alt things and in 
Him all things hold together.’ In other words, He is the Creator and Sustainer of all life. And that is why He can say, 
‘I AM......the life.’ 
 
3. He is the life, because, as the Word who existed in the beginning with God, He has independent and self-sustained 
life. ‘As the Father has life in Himself, so the Son has Life in Himself.’ He is the life, Because He is the author of life. 
‘All things were made by Him and within Him nothing was made’, which means ‘He gives to all life and breathe and 
all things’. He is the life, because His life is everlasting and indestructible. After surrendering, sacrificing, His life in 
order to ‘pay the price of sin’, He took it up again, because it was not possible for Death to hold him, and He ever 
lives in the power of His resurrection. 
 
John, on the isle of Patmos heard Him say, ‘Fear Not! I am the First and the Last, and the Living one. I died, and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore.’ Revelation 1:17. He is the life, because as the author of life, He is able give life to 
those who follow Him. In John 6:21 He makes yet another astounding claim. ‘As the Father raises the dead and gives 
them rife, so also the Son gives life to whom He will’.  
 
This, then, is the Saviour whom we celebrate and serve today. The one who comes to our restless world, and says to 
men and women who find that their lives are unfulfilled and unsatisfying. He who comes to Me and drinks; it shall be 
in him a spring of water, welling up into eternal life.. 
 
So, what is this life which is to be found in Jesus Christ and which Christians claim to experience? You want to know 
if it is possible? Does it exist? You may be sure of this, People certainly want it to exist! Because one thing is certain; 
we ail long for life. And that is a fact! The famous Poet John Keats, expressed this very powerfully, when he wrote to 
his beloved Fanny Brawne. ‘I long to believe in immortality. If I am destined only to be happy with you here, how 
short is the longest life! I wish to believe in immortality. I wish to live with you for ever.’ Keats could not believe that 
we can form friendships and love people, only to have those affections ended at death. Hence, his longing for 
immortality. 
 
And do you remember the Rich young Ruler’s question? It is not surprising therefore, that whenever Jesus spoke 
about life, people listened! There was an instant response, because they wanted to hear about life. Are we Any 
different today? You know we are not! We are always ready to listen to anyone who is able to tell us something that 
will improve the quality of our lives. This is what makes millions for the advertisers on your T.V. and in your 
newspapers and magazines. 
 
Let me ask you. Do you think our fellow-men ever feel tired of life the way it is? Do they feel the constant anxiety, 
and worry and strain of modern living? Do they ever grow weary of the incessant demands that are made upon them? 
In fact, let’s make that personal!  
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Do you ever wonder, when you are feeling low, what it all means and what purpose there is to it, and if it is really 
worthwhile? Well, that is the problem which Jesus offers to solve! The burden he is prepared to ease! So, let ask the 
question, when Jesus says, ‘I AM the Life’ , and promises that ‘He who follows me shall not walk in darkness but 
shall have the light of life’ .  
 
Just what is it that He offers? How can we best describe the kind of life which you, if at this moment, you are not a 
follower of Jesus, may begin to experience, if you let Him into your heart? Well, the New Testament describes life 
under several different metaphors. For instance, in the verse I just quoted, John 8:12, Jesus promises that if we follow 
him, we ‘shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.’ 
 
1. There, life is likened to light. ‘The light of life’ . And, for that reason, followers of Jesus are described as, ‘the 
children of light’. Peter tells us that says that they have been ‘called out of darkness into His most marvellous light.’ 1 
Peter 2:10 Notice the mention of darkness and light. And the contrast. Jesus offers light. 
 
2. Liberty. He also offers the liberty of Life. In Isaiah 61:1+2 there is a beautiful prophecy concerning the ministry or 
the ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has 
sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives. And the opening of the prison to those who 
are bound.’ Notice that statement ‘To proclaim liberty to the captives’,  because when we come over to the New 
Testament, we discover that, in Luke 4, beginning at the 16th verse, Jesus takes this prophecy and applies it to his own 
ministry. 
 
Read the chapter and you see that he had just emerged from the wilderness of Judea and had gone to the river Jordan 
to be baptized by John the Baptizer. Then he had launched out on his own ministry. Back home, in Nazareth, away to 
the north, the people had heard about this and all kinds of stories were finding their way back to them, about the 
things which Jesus was doing and saying.  
 
It is not surprising therefore that, when He eventually returned to his home village, his arrival created something of a 
sensation. So much so that, when the Sabbath day came around, since they knew that he regularly attended the 
synagogue on that day, the synagogue in Nazareth was filled with curious and excited people. 
 
You see, the villagers of Nazareth were wondering why he was doing what he was doing, why he had not come home 
to carry on his normal life, like other young men who had gone out to John at the river There is no doubt that they 
expected him to explain himself, and perhaps see him do some wonderful thing.  
 
So, when he stood up, indicating his willingness to read the scriptural appointed for the day, their excitement knew no 
bounds. The official in charge of the sacred scrolls handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, and when Jesus had 
found the place he began to read this very scripture. This is how He explained his conduct. ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me... He has sent me.....to proclaim liberty to the captives.’ ‘He has sent me to set people free.’' And in John 
8:36 he makes this claim, ‘If the Son make you free, you are truly free’. And so, Jesus, the way, brings us to light and 
to liberty. 
 
3. Light, liberty, and then life, the strongest metaphor of all. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the Life; He who 
believes in me, though he were dead yet shall he live and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.’ Now I 
want you to think, very briefly about these three metaphors, these descriptions of the Christian life. 
 
1. Think about coming to Christ as coming to the light of Life. Have you ever experienced real darkness? Oh! I am 
not talking about being out at night, when the moon and the stars are obscured by clouds. I mean real darkness, the 
kind of darkness that you can almost feel! The coal-miner knows what I am talking about! I too, have been down a 
coal-mine, over 1000 yard deep, I and know what it is like to have the lights turned out! I give you my solemn word 
that it is an eerie and unpleasant sensation. 
 
Or, let me ask you to use your imagination. Imagine that it is night-time, in some tropical country, and you are alone 
in the heart of the jungle. You are in fact, lost. There is no moon, no stars, because no light is able to penetrate the 
dense canopy of the forest. The dense tropical growth and the massive trees tower above you, blotting out the sky. 
And so you stumble along, the undergrowth trips you up. 
 
The branches of the bushes whip across your face, the thorns tear at your clothing and bite into your flesh as you 
stagger on through the darkness.  
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Panic fills your mind. You experience an overwhelming sense of being closed in by the darkness. And then, as dawn 
breaks and the first glimmer of light filters through the trees you find a tree which you manage to climb, in order to 
try to get your bearings. Out there, to your right, you catch sight of a distant mountain range. And to your left, the 
morning light is glinting on the ocean.  
 
You learn the general lie of the land and so, as the morning unfolds, you begin to move with greater certainty because 
you now know the direction you need to take. Of course, you have not reached the end of your journey, but you are at 
the end of your wandering. The way ahead of you may still be long; but you have the peace of mind which comes 
from knowing that you are on the right course. 
 
And why is this? Because light has broken; the dawn has come Darkness has given way to light, and you have found 
the way home. Now, becoming a Christian is something like that. Getting to Jesus is like that. It means that light has 
entered and driven out the darkness of your life, the confusion the uncertainty, and you are on your way home, 
walking in the way. 
 
2. Then, think about that second metaphor, liberty. The New Testament teaches that, because Jesus is the life, coming 
to know Him as your Saviour is like passing from slavery to liberty. ‘He breaks the power of cancelled sin; He sets 
the prisoner free’, the old hymn says, ‘Have you ever been in a prison, No! I am not asking if you have ever been to 
prison, as an inmate.’ 
 
Have you ever visited a prison? You don’t have to be a prisoner to appreciate what a miserable existence prison is, 
for most of those confined there. I assure you that when I visited a prison for the first time I found it to be probably 
the most depressing, claustrophobic experiences I had ever known. 
 
The oppressiveness of the atmosphere inside a prison is something which, once experienced, is never forgotten, no 
matter how many times one may visit. The first thing you notice has to be the constant clanging of steel doors and the 
rattle of keys. 
 
The warder walks by your side. The steel door ahead of you is unlocked, and locked behind you. Somewhere else in 
the building, another door slams and echoes through the hollow-sounding building. The door ahead of you is not 
unlocked until the one behind you has been secured and so you are always enclosed between locked doors, always 
shut in; and thus, it continues until you eventually reach the cell of the poor soul you are visiting. 
 
Can you imagine what it must be like for a man to be taken to such a place as a prisoner, and to have the cell door 
locked behind him? That is how the Bible describes the condition of men and women who are not yet reconciled to 
God through the Lord Jesus. They are prisoners. Prisoners of sin. Sin is slavery; sin is bondage; sin is captivity; sin is 
imprisonment. 
 
But Oh! The Joy when the cell door is thrown open and the prisoner is led to the massive outer gate, and it is 
unlocked for him, and he finds himself outside! Imagine what it is like for one who has served a long sentence to 
stand outside the prison knowing that he is a Free Man! Life! Liberty! 
 
3. And then there is what I have described as the strongest metaphor of all, life! Because Jesus says ‘I AM the life’ , 
we may have new life in Him, and becoming a Christian is a passing from death to life. 
 
Some years ago, a group of archaeologists were at work in the Valley of the Kings, in Egypt, where so many 
marvellous discoveries have been made. I have had the privilege of entering several of the tombs of the Pharaohs in 
that valley. It was a surprised to me to discover just how many tombs there are! The tragedy is that when many of 
them were found and opened, they were already empty, because they had been plundered by grave robbers, probably 
centuries earlier, and many of the bodies of the Kings of Egypt had been removed. 
 
But on the occasion about which I am speaking the archaeologists discovered a tomb which had remained untouched 
for about 3000 years, and inside they discovered a beautiful little coffin, the coffin of a child. Over the coffin they 
found an inscription which read. ‘Oh! My life! My love! My little one! Would God that I had died for thee!’ 
 
The archaeologists were so moved by this inscription that they removed their hats and stood bareheaded. And then 
they softly withdrew from the cool and darkness of the tomb, into the blinding heat and sunlight of the Valley of the 
Kings and they sealed up the tomb again and quietly went away. 
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What they felt, we may feel, when we read John 11, which records the story of the death and burial of Lazarus, the 
brother of Martha and Mary, and dear friend of Jesus. Jesus comes to the tomb, the entrance to which has been sealed 
by a huge stone. And He weeps! But, then, he commands them to roll away the stone, and he calls out the name of the 
dead man, ‘Lazarus! Come forth!’ Or, as he would really say it in the Aramaic of that time, ‘Lazarus! Here! Out’. 
And Lazarus rose from the dead and came out of the Tomb. 
 
What must it have been like to have been there that day, when Jesus commanded death to yield to life, and to have 
seen the joy that lit up the faces of Martha and Mary and the looks of startled amazement on the faces of those who 
stood by! There is something even more marvellous even than that and it is the glorious fact, that, when we come to 
know Jesus as Saviour it is nothing less than a passing from death to life. 
 
So, there we have just three metaphors; light. Liberty. Life. This is what it means to find that Jesus is the life. I do not 
think that I overstate the situation when I say that out there is a world of darkness, of lost men and women. Wherever 
you care to look today, at home or abroad, you see a world which has lost its way and if Jesus were present right now, 
I am sure that he would describe our world in the very terms used so long ago, ‘helpless and harassed, like sheep 
without a shepherd.’ 
 
Speaking of shepherds, is there one world-leader who makes you feel absolutely confident that he knows where he is 
going? The day I prepared these notes, the ‘Daily Telegraph’ published the result of a nationwide survey; i.e., 
conducted throughout the British Isles, seeking the public's view of Mr Major our prime-minister.  
 
Of those interviewed; 
77% said that he is not effective. 
84% said that he is unable to unite the nation. 
85% said that he is not really in charge. 
 
And I suggest that he is not the only national leader of whom such things might be said. None of them is able to lead 
the way to the right. Take that word ‘prison’. I am not thinking about the places in which our law-breakers are 
confined. There is another kind of imprisonment, and they are chains that cannot be seen. There are vast numbers of 
our fellow-men who are the prisoners of life and soul-destroying habits; Addicted to Drugs, Alcohol, Gambling and 
who are held in the grip of all kinds of fear. In fact, not to put too fine a point on it; the Bible says that we are all the 
slaves of sin, until we are set free by Jesus Christ. 
 
Take the word ‘death’. I know that there people who cringe at the very mention of that word. They don’t care to talk 
about it and if there is anyone present this evening who feels that way, I am sorry, because I have to speak about it; 
and if it disturbs you, perhaps some good will come from it, if it causes you face up to something which is vitally 
important. 
 
Now, I believe in life after death. But, you need to know that when Jesus promised eternal life to those who follow 
him, He was thinking of more than that a life in heaven when you die. Many years ago, I knew a man who was the 
secretary of the Communist Party in the Scottish town where I then lived. In many ways, Jimmy was a likeable 
person. But he was an atheist and, naturally we had a great many discussions. 
 
Like most communists, he was fond of telling me that people ‘don’t want pie in the sky when they die, they want pie 
now’. The inference being that Christianity offers them pie in the sky and Communism gets it for them now! But that 
is as far from the truth as one can get! And I told him so. I told him that the poor souls who are deceived by his 
atheistic, political philosophy don’t get pie in the sky when they die; and they don’t even get it now! 
 
It is the Christian who has the blessings of both worlds, because when Jesus said ‘I have come that they might have 
life’ . He was talking about this life and the life to come! On the other hand, there are men and women walking our 
streets at this moment who are already dead. 
 
That is how Paul described them. ‘Without God and without hope in the world’, and he spoke of certain people who, 
looking for pleasure and fulfilment in all sorts of ways, are ‘dead whilst they still live’. The life which Jesus offers us 
is not just life after death and that is comforting enough, to be sure. It is life now! You do not have to wait until this 
life draws to a close before you begin to experience eternal life, the life of the ages, Jesus wants you to live today. 
Now! This very moment! 
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Now you may think that am overdramatizing it when I say that outside of Christ, the world is dead. And I know that 
there are many who are not Christians who seem to be nice people. Jesus himself tells about one such person in the 
story of the Prodigal Son, in Luke 15. 
 
You all know the story, and, I have to tell you, that, in my opinion and I admit I may be wrong about this, of the two 
sons, the younger one was the more likeable fellow! A much more attractive person than his selfish, stay-at-home 
elder brother! That young fellow was probably the sort who would not do anyone a bad turn, and, if you had been 
able to get to know him, you may well have found yourself liking him - for all his obvious faults. 
 
But wait a minute! That is not the whole story! Even if he was an appealing rascal, Jesus, who is telling the story, 
says that he was dead! He was lost! Those are the very words which the Lord puts into the mouth of the boy’s father. 
Now, when the young man left home, he did it because he thought he was going to live! For the first time, out from 
under the shadow of his father. He was going to enjoy freedom, liberty! And you know what happened to him in the 
far country, you know the depths to which he sank and the privation to which he was reduced. 
 
And you know also, that he eventually came to himself, which literally means that he regained his sanity, and he 
made up his mind to come home, hungry, ragged and dirty, and very much ashamed of himself. To say nothing of 
feeling sorry for himself. But when he reached home, do you recall all what the father said? ‘This my son was dead 
and is alive again. He was lost and is found’. 
 
Now that is what Jesus is able to do. He is able to give life, because He Himself is the life. ‘Do you believe that? Do 
you believe that Jesus is able to give you life? To set you free so that you may enjoy life? To enlighten your way, and 
show you life at its very best beginning here and now? 
 
Maybe someone is saying, ‘Well, if you had told me that 30 years ago, it would have been different, but I am too old 
to change now!’ I heard that not very long ago! Let me remind you of three of the favourite words of Jesus. They are 
the words least, last and lost. The least shall be the greatest in the Kingdom, of God. The last shall be first. The lost 
may be found. And, friends, if these things are not true, the New Testament is a lie and Jesus is a deceiver. 
 
If it is not true that men and women can change, and be changed, regardless of their age, and whatever their past 
history of failure and frustration, I say if that is not true, then Christianity is a sham, and I, personally have wasted 
more than fifty years of my life on a fantasy. But I know that what I am telling you is no myth; no fantasy, because I 
have seen the change that Jesus can make in men's lives, throughout the world when prodigals have returned, men 
and women, they have received the ring, the robe and the shoes of life and liberty and service. 
 
And know that there are many of you here today who are able to look back on your lives and ses the changes that 
coming to Christ has made. He changes people! He changes lives. I know that is true, because I know what Jesus has 
done for me and what He continues to do for me; He has not finished yet; but we are getting there! 
 
And if you will commit your life to Him, he will discover what he can do. In some cases the change is gradual; in 
others it comes quickly; in a few it is instantaneous. But, surely and certainly, once you make a commitment of 
yourself to Jesus, the way, the truth and the life, you find that he lifts from darkness to light. From the slavery of sin, 
to the liberty of the children of God. From death, to Life that is eternal. 
 
And the greatest change is yet to come! John writes, ‘Beloved, we are God’s children now and what we shall be has 
not yet appeared; but we know this; when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope, purifies himself even as He is Pure’. 1 John 3:2-3. 
 
Paul adds to this, in Philippians 3:21, ‘Our Lord, Jesus Christ, will change our lowly body, to be like his glorious 
body.’ Some of us are aware of getting older. Eyes are beginning to fail; Hearing is not as acute as it used to be. 
Joints are stiffening. We are feeling more aches and pains. What is it, rheumatism? Arthritis? Faces are beginning 
show the lines! But don’t worry! You are going to be changed! In a moment! No! Quicker even than that! in the 
twinkling of an eye! 
 
Since our text is taken from the Gospel according to John, let us stay with John, and say that he sets the tone of his 
entire Gospel for us as early as Chapter 1:4, when he writes; ‘In Him, Jesus, was life and the life was the light of 
men.’ In His prayer in John 17:3, Jesus reveals his own definition of life, when, he says to the Father, ‘This is eternal 
life, to know Thee, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.’ 
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This theme continues right through the Gospel, we find that there are, no fewer than 15 chapters in the Gospel 
according to John which, either in word or deed, connect Jesus with life. And then, in the penultimate chapter, 
20:30+31, we find that definitive statement. ‘These things are written that you might believe, and that believing you 
might have life through His name.’' 
 
During his brief ministry, as he travelled through Judea and Galilee. Just as when he met that women by the well in 
Samaria, Jesus saw the unhappiness and tension in the strained and care-worn faces of the crowds who came to listen 
to him. Matthew 8:36, tells us that, ‘the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a Shepherd.’ He was deeply moved. The word ‘compassion’ reveals that He was filled 
with emotion. 
 
From that point, onwards we hear Jim saying. ‘I have come that they have life and have it more abundantly.’ ‘I am 
the bread of life, feed on me and you will never hunger’. ‘I am the water of life, drink of me; and you will never 
thirst’. ‘I am the resurrection and the life, believe in Me and you will never die!’ ‘He that hath the Son hath life he 
that obeys not the son shall not see life’. ‘I am the good shepherd; and I give to my sheep who follow Me eternal life 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand’. 
 
‘O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit. Oh! restore me to health and make me live!  
Isaiah 38:16. ‘That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life, the life was made manifest, and we 
saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us.’ 
1 John 1:1-2. 
 
Christ is indeed the manifestation of the life that was with the Father. He is just like the Father the source of life. 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Sod on God, and 
those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the son also to have life in himself.’ 
John 5:25-26. 
 
When those who are dead in sin hear i.e. heed the voice of Jesus they ‘will love’ i.e. find salvation, eternal life. ‘And I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand.’ John 10:28. 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.’ John 3:16. Also, ‘In him was life and the life was the light of men.’ John 1:4. The man was born blind, 
‘Whether he (Jesus) is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ John 9:25. 
 
For the man born blind Jesus was his physical light but also as for us the spiritual life. ‘If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.’ John 9:33. He eventually comes to recognise the whole truth about Jesus, ‘He said (to 
Jesus) Lord, I believe, and he worshipped him.’ John 9:38. 
 
Jesus is the one who has come down from heaven to give life to the world. ‘For the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven, and gives life to the world.’ John 6:33. ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’. 
John 10:10. The words spoken by Peter also on behalf of the other disciples and this should include us are indeed 
appropriate to Jesus. 
 
The words spoken by Peter also on behalf of the other disciples and this should include us are indeed appropriate to 
Jesus. ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to 
know, that you are the Holy One of God.’ John 6:68-69. 
 

‘I AM the vine, you are the branches’ John 15:5. 
 

The Background 
Jesus and his disciples had concluded the meeting in the upper room in Jerusalem where they celebrated the Passover. 
Apparently, they had just left that event, and were making their way eastward toward the garden of Gethsemane 
situated on the western slope of the Mt. of Olives, John 14:31 / John 18:1. Undoubtedly, the disciples were 
exceedingly anxious, John 14:1, and perplexed as to what loomed ahead. 
 

The Characters in the Illustration 
There are four characters in the Lord’s illustration. 
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1. There is the ‘husbandman.’ This term is rather obscure in our modern culture. ‘Husbandman’ does not signify a 
‘husband,’ but rather a tiller of the ground, a vinedresser, or, in our vernacular, a farmer. He is the one in charge of 
the vines and to whom ultimate accountability is to be rendered. He does everything within his power to see that the 
plant bears fruit. If it does not, the fault is not his. Jesus identifies the ‘husbandman’ as ‘my Father,’ i.e., God, the 
Father.  
 
2. There also is the ‘vine.’ The vine is the source of life for the branches. It provides the water and nutrients by which 
the grapes are produced. Without the vine, no fruit could ever result. Branches are utterly dependent upon the vine. 
Without Christ, of course, there is no spiritual life or hope of eternal reward, John 14:6 / Acts 4:11-12. It is interesting 
that Christ designates himself as the ‘true’ vine. The Greek term denotes that which is genuine; the word stands in 
contrast to that which is fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary, simulated or pretentious.  
 
Inasmuch as the Israelite nation was portrayed on occasion as a ‘vine’  by the Old Testament prophets, Isaiah 5:1-7 / 
Matthew 21:33ff, one can scarcely avoid thinking that this is a rebuke aimed at a considerable segment of the Hebrew 
family; the nation largely had failed in its mission, and was on the precipice of murdering its Messiah, John 10:7ff. 
 
3. The ‘branches’ are identified explicitly as the Lord’s ‘disciples’ John 15:8. How anyone can possibly contend that 
Christ is the vine, and various denominational churches are the branches? 
 
4. Finally, there is that ambiguous ‘they,’ to which reference is made in verse 6. These will be responsible for 
gathering the withered/pruned branches, and committing them to fire for burning. One might surmise that these 
individuals correspond to the ‘reapers’ mentioned in the parable of the tares, Matthew 13:24-30, identified later as the 
Lord’s ‘angels’, John 15:39. They will ‘gather out’ of God’s kingdom those who cause others to stumble, and who 
themselves practice iniquity, John 15:41. 
 
Psalm 80:14-18/ Jeremiah 2:12 / Isaiah 5 / Exodus 13 / Hosea 10:1ff all talk about the vine. John 15:1. Maybe the 
disciples remember what He said a couple of days before. The parable of the vineyard worker. Owner. The vine, 
Ezekiel 5 passages deals with the vine. The vine has only one purpose and that’s to bear fruit. John 15 notice, Fruit, 
more fruit, much fruit. The purpose of the vine was to produce fruit. 
 
How do we produce fruit? Naturally, not forced. A healthy tree will produce fruit. John 15 uses the word, ‘abide’ 
which is ‘meno’ and means to remain, to live. It shouldn’t be an effort to stay where we are. Fruit, Galatians 5, love, 
joy, peace etc.  
 
9 temporary miraculous gifts. 1. Apostleship 2. Prophecy 3. Miracles 4. Healing 5. Discerning Spirits 6. Word of 
Wisdom 7. Word of Knowledge 8. Tongues 9. Interpreting Tongues. 
 
9 fruit gifts which are permanent. 1. Love 2. Joy 3. Peace 4. Patience 5. Kindness 6. Goodness 7. Faithfulness 8. 
Gentleness 9. 10. Self-control. If we stay in Christ we should naturally grow. This is how we glorify God 
 
Down through Jewish history the vine became the symbol of Israel. During the Maccabees period of history, the 
symbol of the vine was on the coins of Israel. It was over the main doors of the synagogues. Josephus in describing 
Herod's Temple in Jesus' day says, ‘Under the crown–work was spread out a golden vine, with its branches hanging 
down form a great height, the largeness and the workmanship of which were an astonishing sight to the spectators’. 
Antiquities of the Jews, 5.5.4.  
 
I picture in my mind the Hebrew prophet Isaiah walking through the market place in Jerusalem. People are busy 
hawking their wares, vegetables and wool. As he walks along he sees a vendor selling stringed instruments. The 
prophet picks up an instrument and begins to chant a song for my ‘well–beloved’ concerning His vineyard. The 
LORD God Jehovah is the ‘well–beloved’ and His vineyard is the nation of Israel. Read his song in Isaiah 5:1-7.   
 
Isaiah closes his song with a play on words. Israel is a degenerate vine. God looked for justice, but found bloodshed. 
He looked for "righteousness" but He found ‘a cry of distress.’ The vineyard failed to produce righteousness. God 
chose the vine and planted it. The Hebrew poet describes it this way: Psalm 80:8–9. He concluded with a prayer, ‘O 
God of hosts, turn again now, we beseech Thee; look down from heaven and see, and take care of this vine’. Psalm 
80:14.  
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Moreover, the prophet Jeremiah picked up the same lament as Isaiah with these words: Jeremiah 2:21. The prophet 
Ezekiel reminds us the vine is good for nothing except to bear fruit. The vine was a symbol of the spiritual 
relationship between God and Israel. The fruit of righteousness was to honour and glorify God. The crooked, dwarf is 
worthless wood as fuel because it flames up like paper and is gone instantly. You could not use it to make furniture. It 
was too soft and no good for lumber. You cannot use it as a tent peg because it crumbles or flexes when you hit it. It 
fulfils only one purpose by bearing rich, delicious fruit. Israel was a wild, rotten grape. Ezekiel tells us she was ripe 
for the great winepress of the wrath of God. Ezekiel 15:1–6 / Ezekiel 19:10–14.  
 

Jesus is the true vine John 15:1+5 
In John chapter fifteen Jesus and His disciples had just celebrated the Passover. The disciple Judas has left the group 
to set up the betrayal. Jesus and the eleven remaining disciples left Jerusalem, and went down into the Kidron Valley 
and up the slope of the Mount of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane. As they walk along the trail Jesus and the 
disciples pass through the vineyards that surround the city. Along the trail are gnarled grapevines that showed the 
scars from recent pruning’s.  
 
They can see in the distance ‘the Temple at Jerusalem, above and round the gate, seventy cubits high, which led from 
the porch to the holy place, a richly carved vine was extended as a border and decoration. The branches, tendrils, and 
leaves were of finest gold; the stalks of the bunches were of the length of the human form, and the bunches hanging 
upon them were of costly jewels, this vine must have had an uncommon importance and a sacred meaning in the eyes 
of the Jews. With what majestic splendour must it likewise have appeared in the evening.’ 
 
Jesus picked up a cutting and turned to His disciples. ‘You know how Israel is pictured as a vine which is to produce 
refreshing fruit. Well, she failed. I am the authentic Vine. I am the true and genuine Vine as opposed to a mere copy 
or symbol. I am the fulfilment of all that this symbol suggests. I am the Vine, the true One.’ 
  
The word ‘true’ is also used of that which is the ultimate realisation. Jesus is the fullest realization of the hope of 
Israel, of her expectations, of what God intended her to be. Israel as a vine never achieved her goal. She was a failure. 
However, the Lord Jesus Christ Who came as the True Vine accomplished all that God intended His Messiah to do.  
 
Jesus drew a sharp contrast between the degenerate vine of Israel and Himself. He transferred the privileges and 
responsibilities from the Hebrew people to Himself.  
 

The purpose of the vine. John 15:2. 
The purpose of the vine is to bring forth fruit. The whole emphasis of the allegory of the vine is fruit bearing. God 
expected Israel to produce luscious, beautiful, rich choice grapes of righteousness. She produced sour, rotten, 
stinking, tasteless grapes. God was looking for justice and righteousness; instead he found oppression, cruelty, 
exploitation of men. Jesus said the purpose of the vine was ‘that it may keep on bearing more and more fruit.’  
 
What is the fruit God is producing in your life? The fruit of the vine will be the natural outflow of the life of the vine. 
Jesus is the Vine. When we are united with Him we are identified with Him. We produce His wine. We reproduce 
Christ. He works in us what He produces.  
 
God expects the fruit of the Holy Spirit produced in our lives. Only Jesus living in us can produce the fruit of the 
Spirit. God expects to see likeness to Jesus Christ. He examines our lives and expects to see love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, and self–control. The fruit is Christ–likeness. The fruit is the righteousness of 
God in the heart. It is the likeness of Christ.  
 

God the Father is the vinedresser. 
We who name the name of Jesus Christ are God’s great vineyard. God expects us to produce His fruit in His 
vineyard. John 15:2 reads, ‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears 
fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.’  
 

God prunes us. 
Just as the viticulturist must cleanse the vine, our heavenly Father must cleanse us so we will bear more fruit. He 
finds a branch that is producing fruit and He begins to cut it back so it will bear more of the likeness of Christ. His 
goal is to cleanse the branches that remain, in order to produce fruitfulness. The whole emphasis is ‘fruit,’  ‘more 
fruit,’ ‘much fruit’  again ‘much fruit.’ He won’t stop until He sees fruit!  
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God cuts away the dead wood, diseased and rotten portion of our lives. Sometimes we feel that His methods seem 
cruel. He does it so we will produce the righteousness of Jesus. I have often observed that from those who have 
endured intense suffering there comes forth the radiant beauty of the Lord Jesus. This pruning process is a cleansing 
process. 
 
Jesus said in John 15:8, ‘By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.’ 
He will do whatever cleansing is necessary to produce His kind of fruit. Our heavenly Father finds a branch that is 
beginning to bear fruit, beginning to produce the likeness of Christ, and He cuts it back, trims off shoots, so we will 
bear more fruit.  
 

How does the Father prune? John 15:3 
‘You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you’. The Father employs the circumstances and 
situations in our lives to make us heed and hear His Word. He uses the Scriptures to confront our carnality and 
selfishness. Slowly and surely God's Word is at work in our hearts pruning and cleansing and causing us to bear fruit. 
The Father's pruning knife cuts off the sucker shoots of our old life within us, so that we become more Christ-like.  
 

Consequences of not abiding. John 15:6 
Verse six gives us the consequences of not abiding in the vine. ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as 
a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.’ 
  

The principle of fruitfulness. John 15:4–8 
Whereas verses 1–3 relates to our position in the Vine, verses 4–8 speaks of our practice as branches in the Vine. 
Jesus looks for His own life reproduced in us. He wants to reproduce the life of the Vine in the branches. He tells us 
the secret in verses four and five, ‘Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and 
I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.’  
 
The single most important thing in your life is an intimate, abiding love relationship with Jesus Christ. This is our 
responsibility in our position in Christ. ‘You in Me, and I in you.’ That was the kind of life Jesus had with the Father 
while He was here on the earth. It is an intimate love relationship with Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit who lives 
within us.  
 
The Apostle Paul used the expression ‘in’  Christ to communicate this same vital connection that exists between 
Christ and the believer. The basic relationship is already established by the coming of the Holy Spirit into the 
believer's life.  
 
Two things stand out in these two verses. There is an activity that is to be done, and there is a passivity that is to be 
acknowledged. We are to abide in Christ. That is active, something we do. We are also to let Him abide in us which is 
passive. It is something we allow Him to do in us. Both of these relationships are absolutely essential if we are to live 
the Christian life. The ‘fruit’  God is looking for in the Christian is the likeness of Jesus. It is the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ in 
Galatians 5:22–23. This is the proof of discipleship.  
 

Our responsibility as branches. John 15:4–5 
Jesus said ‘Abide in Me.’ To ‘abide’ means ‘to remain in union, maintain a living communion, to maintain unbroken 
fellowship with another’. This is our responsibility in Christ. John uses the word ‘abide’ over fifty times in his 
writings; eleven times in John 15. When I am abiding I am believing, reckoning on and persevering. The ‘filling of 
the Spirit’ and the ‘abiding’ are one and the same. ‘Walk in the Spirit’ keeps us abiding in Christ.  
 
A vine–branch is lifeless and useless unless it remains attached to the vine. It can produce grapes only as it remains 
attached. The moment it is severed it begins to die and becomes fruitless. Believers in Christ can produce the fruit of 
the Spirit only as they remain attached to Jesus and draw their life in the Spirit from Him.  
 
The Apostle Paul expressed the same truth in Galatians 2:20. He wrote, ‘I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.’ The believer who is abiding in Christ can say, ‘I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me’. Philippians 4:13.  
 

Promises that enable us to abide in Christ. John 15:7–8+26. 
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We have the promise of prayer. The condition of the promise is that we abide and that we will produce His fruit. ‘If 
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. By this is My 
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples’. The sap, nutrients, energy must come 
from Him. Again, He says in John 15:16, ‘You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may 
give to you.’  
 
When you give Christ the desires of your heart then all you do is touched and controlled by His love. We adjust our 
lives to His will when we come to Him in prayer. There is a clear demonstration of discipleship in verse eight. God 
will be glorified in Christ–likeness. There will be a deeper experience in Christ’s love. ‘Just as the Father has loved 
Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.’ It is easy to obey Him when our heart is moved by His love.  
 
When we do not obey Him it is evident we do not love Him. When we obey Him our love grows deeper and deeper. 
We become something beautiful. The more you love Him the more you want to abide in Him. The more you abide 
the more you will obey.  
 
We have the promise of the Parakletos. ‘When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me,’ John 15:26. If you are not walking in the 
Spirit you are not abiding. We are not saved and then left to live the Christian life all by ourselves. We received the 
Helper the moment we were saved. The Holy Spirit lives within us. He produces the likeness of Christ as we yield 
ourselves to Him.  
 

Proof that we are bearing fruit. John 15:7–11 
God answers your prayers according to His will. John 15:7. You will see God at work in your life. If you are abiding 
in Christ, your prayers will be ‘in the name’ of Christ. They will be in accord with all that Christ stands for and 
desires. 
 
You will demonstrate Christ–likeness. John 15:8. It is not activity that glorifies God, but a Christ-like character. You 
may be bedridden, or suffering from some debilitating disease, but you can manifest a Christ–like spirit. You are 
demonstrating discipleship. That is all He asks of you. You abide; He will produce His character in you. In this vital 
union there is much fruit bearing. We will ‘keep on bearing’ much fruit.  
 
You will have a growing experience of Christ's love. John 15:9–10. What is your response to God's love? There must 
always be a response if love is to grow. When love is responded to it grows deeper and richer. If you are not feeling 
the depths of God's love you are not responding to it. You are not loving Him back. You have to feed any relationship 
to make it grow. Relationships don't grow automatically. Love has to be responded to. This is also true of our 
relationship with God. “We love Him because He first loved us,” says the apostle John. We keep on loving Him in 
response to His love.  
 
‘Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love’. Our love for Christ is the 
result of His sacrificial love for us. Are you growing deeper and deeper in God's love? Abiding in Christ is an 
intimate walk with Christ. We are enriched with by Christ. In verses 10 and 11 He adds, ‘my love,’ ‘my joy’  and ‘my 
peace.’  
 
You joy will be full. John 15:11. ‘These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be made full’. It is creative joy. It is the joy of a finished work. Jesus calls us into His joy. We can have Christ's 
permanent absolute joy in our lives. It is the fruit of His life in us.  


