“God’s lion.” (2)
The last time we were together we looked at Judges 1-2 and we saw that after the death of Joshua, Israel as a nation,
slowly but surely went into decline. We saw how this was one of the darkest times for the nation of Israel because
they failed to drive out the Canaanites and ended up compromising with them.

This led to them getting involved in idolatry, intermarriage and accepting them as neighbours. And because Israel
refused to walk with the Lord like He commanded them to, God refused to drive out all their enemies from the land
of Canaan. And so Israel was forced to live alongside the very people they had been sent to destroy.

A father of five kids won a toy in a school raffle and so he called his five kids together to ask

which one should have the present. He asked them, ‘who is the most obedient?” The children all stared back at him in
silence. Then he asked them, ‘who never talks back to mother?” Again the kids appeared to be mystified by the
question. Then the father asked them, ‘who does everything she says?’ and with that question, the kids were finally
able to come to a conclusion. The five small voices answered in unison, ‘Okay, dad, you get the toy.’

You see when it comes to disobedience, it’s always a tough topic to speak about and that’s because no-one likes to be
told, what they’re doing is wrong. Judges 3:1-4 “These are the nations the LORD left to test all those Israelites who
had not experienced any of the wars in Canaan (he did this only to teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites
who had not had previous battle experience): the five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and
the Hivites living in the Lebanon mountains from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. They were left to test the
Israelites to see whether they would obey the LORD’s commands, which he had given their ancestors through
Moses.”

In these few verses we’re told the very reason why God left the people in the land. 1. God was testing Israel and so
He allowed the pagans to live around His people to test them. His people were tested to see how they would live
whilst being surrounded by wickedness. And His people were tested to see if they would keep His commandments or
not. Sadly, as we all, know they failed this test.

2. God also left them there to teach this new generations about spiritual warfare. In other words, God wanted them to
learn the lessons from battle that their fathers had known. God wanted them to be strong and to know how to fight the
enemy when they came around, but sadly they failed that test too.

And so it wasn’t long until this caused some serious problems among the people of Israel. Israel proved that they
couldn’t be trusted to stand up against the enemy and they proved that they would rather join the enemy rather than
fight the enemy. And because they failed on both counts, God was going to deliver them from a time of cruel
bondage by raising up a judge named Othniel, whom we will look at later.

Let’s remind ourselves of Israel’s condition. Judges 3:5 “The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.” The writer tells us that Israel’s first great failure was their compromise
of God’s word and God’s will. They lived among the enemy, that word ‘lived’ carries with it the idea of settling
down. And so when Israel arrived in Canaan, despite being commanded to destroy these people without mercy,
they’re living among them, they have settled down with them.

And that didn’t take very long, their former enemies had now become their new neighbours. Israel was supposed to
be separate from the world around them because they were unique among all the peoples of the world. They had
been chosen, redeemed and set apart to serve the Lord God Almighty, and He expected them to remain separate.

Deuteronomy 7:6-11 ‘For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of
all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The LORD did not set his affection
on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.
But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a
mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore
that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of
those who love him and keep his commandments. But those who hate him he will repay to their face by destruction;
he will not be slow to repay to their face those who hate him. Therefore, take care to follow the commands, decrees
and laws I give you today.’
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But because they didn’t remain separate, they opened the floodgates of sin that would end with them facing a terrible
punishment from God. Now loved ones, like I mentioned the last time, as God’s holy, special, redeemed people, we
too, need to be keep separate from the world. 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.” You see, when we refuse to walk in His ways and honour His Word in our lives, it can open the
floodgates of sin that will eventually overwhelm us and drown us in its turbulent currents.

Judges 3:6 “They took their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons and served their gods.’
After a while, the people of Israel got so used to living among the Canaanites that they began to intermarry with
them. This again if you remember was expressly forbidden by the Lord, and so this was nothing less than pure
disobedience on their part.

Deuteronomy 7:1-5 ‘When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out
before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven
nations larger and stronger than you—and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have
defeated them, then you must destroy them totally.1 Make no treaty with them and show them no mercy. Do not
intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn
your children away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’s anger will burn against you and will
quickly destroy you. This is what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down
their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.’

Now I believe that the Israelites possibly did what many of us do today. They possibly thought to themselves, ‘oh,
maybe these Canaanites aren’t as bad as we’re told. They are actually very nice people. They’re not monsters at all.
Their girls make good, devoted wives. There is no reason why we can’t marry them. After all, we might just be able
to change them.”

And don’t we think like that sometimes? ‘Oh, the people of the world aren’t that bad, not all of them use filthy
language, some of them are actually really nice people, some don’t cheat on their wives and don’t tell lies. It’s OK,
we can hang out with them and try and change them and encourage them to become Christians.’

And what happens when you spend too much time in the world and not enough time in Christ? Well, just like Israel,
we soon find out that it’s us and not the world that changes. And as they married into the tribes around them, the
Israelites began to lose their national identity. The very integrity of their families began to break down and they soon
lost the very thing that made them unique.

Don’t be fooled loved ones, when we get too close to the world around us, we will soon find ourselves entangled with
them in their sins. 1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” In other words,
the company we keep will determine how close we walk to the Lord. Yes we have to interact with the world so that
we can be a light to them and give them the Gospel, but we must keep our spiritual distance.

Judges 3:6 “They took their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons and served their gods.
Notice it didn’t take long for the Israelites to get from living among them, to marry them and then going on to
worshipping with them. And again they might have been thinking to themselves, ‘Well, you marry a Canaanite girl
and you just have to understand how they are. They were brought up differently than we were. You have to allow
them to bring their gods. After all, it’s just part of her culture.’

So the children of Israel, who had been redeemed by the blood of the lamb, and who had been delivered from Egypt
by God’s mighty power. The children of Israel, who had been the beneficiaries of God’s power and work, time and
time again, found themselves bowing before the idol gods of the Canaanites.

Judges 3:7 “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals
and the Asherahs.” Now the Baals and the Asherahs were the various gods and goddesses of the Canaanites. Many of
their gods were associated with fertility rituals and their worship involved disgusting sexual acts and the actual
prostitution of their daughters in the Asherahs. The Asherahs were basically tall poles set up on hills and people
would have intercourse between these poles in an effort to convince their gods to bless the crops and the ground with
a good harvest.
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You may remember the film ‘Sleeping with the Enemy’ starring Julia Roberts. Roberts plays a woman who fakes her
own death and escapes from her abusive, obsessive husband from Cape Cod to Cedar Falls, lowa. Now think about
this, what we have here is a group of people who have gone in one generation, from worshiping God and fighting
evil, to abandoning God and what do they end up doing? They end up sleeping with the enemy. And that’s not the
worst of it, they took their precious sons and their precious daughters and handed them over to the very people they
had been commanded to utterly destroy.

And this stands a warning for God’s children today, because when we refuse to maintain our distance from the world
around us. When we continually yoke ourselves to the people and things of the world, when we bow down at their
altars, we’re sacrificing a generation to the gods of this world. In other words, we’re teaching our children that
they’re free to treat God and His Word as they please. We’re telling them that it’s alright to disregard God, His Word,
His House, His worship and His will. And so as adults, whether we have children or not, we need to be careful of the
example we’re setting the children around us.

Judges 3:7 “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD); they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals
and the Asherahs.” Each step they took, led them farther away from God. Each step they took away from Him, led
them down a pathway toward totally abandoning God and His ways. The text says, ‘they forgot the LORD their
God’. Now that word ‘forgot’” doesn’t mean forgot in terms of memory. It means they chose to ignore or they ceased
to care for God.

The people of Israel reached a place where they simply ignored God and ceased to care about Him or what He had to
say about anything. And like I mentioned last time, most people of the world know the Lord is there. They know that
His Word has something to say to them about their lives and how they live them.

They know God has a claim on their lives, but they choose to ignore Him. We say, ‘He is there’, but they aren’t
listening, we say, ‘He’s calling you’, but they don’t come. They harden their hearts against God, His Word and the
call of the Spirit of God. As far as they’re concerned, God doesn’t matter, and He might as well not even exist.

And loved ones that’s a dangerous place to be, especially in light of what the writer says in the next verse. Judges 3:8
“The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of
Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were subject for eight years.” Now this is where Israel was spiritually, but
that isn’t where God would leave them.

It was Charles Spurgeon who used to say, ‘God never allows His people to sin successfully.” In other words, we
might deliberately continue in sin, but we better believe we won’t get away with it forever. And that’s because there’s
always a price to pay for disobedience and rebellion against God. That word ‘anger’ means God is ‘flaring through
His nostrils” and the word, ‘burned’ means God is ‘furious’.

But let me ask you, who was God angry and furious with? It wasn’t the Canaanites, yes, He hated their sin, but they
were a lost people. They didn’t have His Law and they hadn’t been redeemed, separated and commanded to be
different. No, His anger was directed at His people and they were about to be punished for their sins against God. In
other words, judgment begins with the household of God. 1 Peter 4:17 ‘For it is time for judgment to begin with
God’s household’.

And remember when God punishes His children, it’s not always to hurt us but to bring us back to where we’re
supposed to be. 1 Corinthians 11:32 “Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being
disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.”

Notice that God ‘sold’ Israel into the hands of a pagan king. Judges 3:8 “The anger of the LORD burned against
Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were
subject for eight years.”

That word ‘sold’ there has the idea of ‘giving up or giving over into one’s control or power.” In other words, Israel
gave themselves to paganism and God punished them by giving what they wanted. They didn’t want to follow God’s
rule, so He allowed them to be ruled by a harsh, pagan king.
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Now the name of this king is interesting, the name ‘Cushan-Rishathaim’ means “Double Wicked Cushan”, literally it
means ‘Double wickedness’. In other words, Israel is about to reap what they had sowed. They wanted paganism,
they wanted their sin, they wanted their false gods and God gave them everything they asked for and more.

And that’s basically Paul’s argument in Romans 1:24 where he tell us that, ‘Therefore God gave them over in the
sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.” He says it again in
Romans 1:26 “Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual
relations for unnatural ones.” Because some people refuse to acknowledge God and His ways, God allows them to
live the kind of life they want but they have to suffer the consequences of that lifestyle.

And once again loved ones, this is a very real danger for Christians today. There are Christians today, possibly even
in this room who aren’t as close to the Lord as they once were. Some Christians don’t attend meetings like they used
to and some aren’t as committed as they used to be. Some are no longer faithful to the Lord like they once were and
some just don’t serve Him like they used to. Other things have taken God’s place in their lives and other gods, little
things like pleasure, desires, and work now have first place. And so we shouldn’t be surprised when they begin to
reap what they have sown.

Remember the film, ‘Fire proof” where Caleb is going through the love dare? He knows he has a problem with
pornography and so he eventually takes his PC out the back garden and totally smashes it up. You see, the very things
that we think are so important to us can actually become the very things which can destroy us spiritually and they can
become ‘double wicked’ to us.

Galatians 6:7-8 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please
their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal
life.” Loved ones, if your struggling with sin in your life, then I plead with you to change your ways today before any
more damage is done.

Now look at how long God was going to leave them in slavery. Judges 3:8 “The anger of the LORD burned against
Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were
subject for eight years.”

God sold them into slavery and left them there for ‘eight years’. In other words, God allowed them to experience the
full measure of what their sin cost them. When they dwelt among the Canaanites, married their sons and daughters
and bowed down to their gods, they never thought it would come to this, but it did. And so they had to pay the terrible
price for their sins. Someone said, ‘sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to
stay and cost you more than you want to pay.’

Now that’s the bad news for Israel, but there’s good news to come as we read on. Judges 3:9-11 “But when they cried
out to the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them.
The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the land had peace for forty years,
until Othniel son of Kenaz died.”

When Israel came to their senses, they called on God and He heard them. When they turned back to God in their
hearts, He reached out to them in deliverance. He raised up their first judge, a man by the name of Othniel whom the
writer calls ‘a deliverer’ which basically means ‘a saviour’, and as we shall see in a moment that’s exactly what
Othniel was.

Now what do we know about this first judge named Othniel? Well we know he’s ‘Caleb’s younger brother” and we
also know that he’s the son of ‘Kenaz’. However, we’re told in Numbers 13:6 that Caleb’s father was a man named
‘Jephunneh.” Now this isn’t a contradiction, Kenaz was Caleb’s brother, and Othniel was Kenaz’s son. That would
make have made Othniel, Caleb’s nephew. And, if Kenaz was dead, Othniel would have been elevated to a place of
leadership in the family. And so, Othniel would have been recognized as Caleb’s brother.

But what else do we know about Othniel? Judges 1:12-13 “And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Aksah in
marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher.” Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took
it; so Caleb gave his daughter Aksah to him in marriage.”
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The text tells us that Othniel must have been a courageous and brave man, as he defeated a Canaanite city to win
Caleb’s daughter as his wife. And so, Othniel was a man of great courage, with strong ties to a former generation of
leaders in Israel. He was an older man, some believe around the age of 75 but he was battle tested and he was
available and God chose him.

Now loved ones, I don’t care how old you are, this is a reminder that God can use anyone, regardless of our past,
regardless of who we are, regardless of our strengths or weaknesses. You see, if are willing to allow God to use us,
then He can use us for His glory, but we must be willing to make ourselves available to Him. Othniel did that and the
Lord used him in a mighty way and He’ll do the same with you if you would only allow Him too.

You might be thinking, ‘Mike I can’t preach!” Well bless you but you can teach. ‘Mike I don’t know my way around
the Bible that well!” Well bless you, but you know what needs to be done for someone to be saved. ‘Mike I’'m not
good at talking to people in the street!” Well bless you, but you’re a great host in your home. ‘Mike ['m getting old
and I can’t physically do as much as I would like to!” Well bless you, but you can send an encouraging text message.
‘Mike I don’t have a lot of money to give each week!” Well bless you, but you can give of your time and energy.

You see, we really need to stop focusing on the things we can’t do for God and allow God to help us focus on the
things we can do for Him. And we do that by allowing the Holy Spirit to work in and through us. Speaking of Othniel
Judges 3:10 says, “The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. The
LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him.”

Othniel didn’t possess the power to deliver Israel within himself, but, when the Spirit of God took control of his life,
God was able to use him in great ways. Othniel didn’t really deliver Israel, God delivered Israel through Othniel. The
truth is, when we’re left to ourselves, we’re incapable of serving God as He deserves to be served.

The only way we will ever be useful and usable by the Lord is when we’re controlled by the Spirit of God like
Othniel was. In Galatians 5:16-25 Paul clearly tells us how important it is to allow the Holy Spirit to direct our lives.
Galatians 5:16 tells us to “walk by the Spirit”. Galatians 5:18 tells us to allow ourselves to be “led by the Spirit.”
Galatians 5:25 tells us to “live by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit.”

And so just like Othniel, the Spirit of God will enable us to stand against the enemies around us. The Spirit of God
will make us powerful for the glory of the Lord. The Spirit of God will use us in ways that we can hardly imagine,
but we must be willing to allow Him to do that. And when we finally do that, we will be more open to His power in
and over our lives.

Now isn’t it ironic how we love to hear stories that contain immorality, deceit and doubt? Just read the newspapers,
listen to the news, watch the films at the cinema and they’re filled with exciting corrupt characters just like that.
People love to hear those stories, while people who are just doing good get no recognition.

But loved ones, God can take what most people would call an old boring man, who more or less has five verses
written about him and do great things through him. And he can do the same with each and every one of us, if only we
would allow Him to.

Look what Othniel achieved because he allowed God, through the Spirit to use Him. Judges 3:11 “So the land had
peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.” Do you know the meaning of the Othniel’s name? It means
God’s strength, God’s lion.

And so God enabled Othniel to defeat old ‘Double wickedness’. God allowed Othniel to deliver Israel from the
bondage of that pagan king. And God empowered Othniel to judge the nation of Israel for the rest of his life, some 40
years. In other words, God gave Othniel victory in his life because Othniel gave himself to the Lord first.

Let me ask you, do you want the Lord to use your life for His glory? Do you want to see Him do great things through
you? If you answered ‘yes’ to those questions, then the way to make that happen is quite simple. Submit to the Lord
like Othniel did and allow the Lord through His Spirit to lead you, control you and He will use you for His glory.



