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‘The Love Of The Saints.’ (6)
We have come to the end of our study of the letter to Philemon but just because Paul only has a few words left to say
to Philemon, doesn’t mean they are insignificant. In fact, these final words of Paul are very important, not only for
Philemon and his new brother in Christ Onesimus but for us too.

Philemon 22-25 ‘And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to
your prayers. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas
and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” We’re going to see if we can
get some of the encouragement that Philemon would have received from reading these very same words.

There was a woman who was at work and she received a phone call that her daughter was very sick with a fever. So
she left her work and stopped by the pharmacy to get some medication for her daughter. When she went back outside
to her car she found that she had locked her keys in the car. She was in a hurry to get home to her sick daughter, she
didn’t know what to do, so she called her home and told the baby sitter what had happened and that she didn’t know
what to do.

The baby sitter told her that her daughter was getting worse. She said, “You might find a coat hanger and use that to
open the door’. The woman looked around and found an old rusty coat hanger lying in the street. Then she looked at
the hanger and said, ‘I don’t know how to use this.” So she bowed her head and asked God to send her some help.
Within five minutes an old rusty car pulled up, with a dirty, greasy, bearded man who was wearing an old biker skull
rag on his head. The woman thought, ‘Great God. This is what you sent to help me!’

But, she was desperate, so she was also very thankful. The man got out of his car and asked her if he could help. She
said ‘Yes, my daughter is very sick, I stopped to get her some medication and I locked my keys in my car, I must get
home to her. Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my car?’ He said, ‘sure’. He walked over to the car, and in less
than one minute the car was opened. She hugged the man and through her tears she said, ‘thank you so much, you’re
a very nice man.” The man replied, ‘Lady, I’'m not a nice man. I just got out of prison today. I was in prison for car
theft and have only been out for about an hour.” The woman hugged the man again and with sobbing tears, cried out
loud, ‘Thank you, God, for sending me a professional.’

And I guess the moral of the story is, if we’re going to pray, we need be ready for God to answer our prayers in His
way. Paul said to Philemon in Philemon 22 ‘And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me.” Paul’s purpose was
to visit Colossae again to see his old friend Philemon and the church that met in his house. But by informing
Philemon of his intention to visit him, Paul is basically saying, ‘I’'m coming to see how you handled my request.’

I don’t know if it’s the same today but a few years ago here in Britain when the Queen used to go on her trips around
the United Kingdom, she used to go and visit some people in their homes. And they would let you know in advance
so that you would have time to prepare your home and probably make the Queen her favourite drink, a cup of tea.
And so you would hoover the whole house, and make sure everything was nice and tidy for her visit and you would
put the kettle on just at the right time.

Now if you were getting a visit from me, you probably wouldn’t go to all that effort because I’m just an everyday
person and I wouldn’t expect you to go all that trouble for me. But my point is this, you would tidy up your house in
proportion to how much you honour that person you’re getting a visit from, wouldn’t you?

You see when certain people show up on your doorstep, you usually know why they are there. For example, if Jessica
Fletcher, who is in that TV programme ‘Murder She Wrote.” If she shows up at your house, you know there is going
to be a murder in your neighbourhood very soon. But if Columbo showed up at your house, you would know straight
away that you’re the one guilty of committing that murder.

Now Philemon was going to have to prepare a room for Paul’s visit. And he would have to make sure that he has
taken Paul’s advice in the way he was to receive Onesimus back into his household. Now today we’re not waiting a
visit form the apostle Paul but we are waiting for Someone to come. He’s coming not for a visit but to bring an end to
the world as we know it.

The question we need to ask ourselves is this, are we ready? Are our lives in order for Jesus’ return? You see loved
ones, our walk should reflect our talk and we should be practicing what we’re preaching. Because if we really believe
that Jesus is coming back soon, then we’re going to have to make every effort to keep our lives tidy from sin.
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Many years ago a first cousin of the late Queen Victoria became a converted man and crossed the sea to preach the
Gospel. He spent much of his time in Canada, in large cities, and in the back woods, among farmers, in the lumber
camps, everywhere, in fact. One Sunday morning on his way to celebrate the Lord’s Supper he passed a Christian’s
house, and saw the man at his woodpile, industriously chopping wood to cook the Sunday dinner. Knowing the man
to be a backslider, one who had once been a faithful witness for his Saviour, Lord Cecil stopped and shouted to him,
“The Lord is coming, brother, the Lord is coming!’

He didn’t say anymore because there was no need to, that reminder of the return of the Lord was enough. The words
entered his heart as he had been sending the keen edge of the axe into the heart of the wood he was cutting. His
conscience got to him, and the reminder from God’s servant that the coming of the Lord was imminent troubled his
soul so much that it resulted in his happy restoration to the lost communion with his God and renewal of fellowship
with his brethren in Christ.

Is your life ready for Jesus return? Because the Bible says, ‘If we really honour the Lord Jesus whose coming, we will
stay pure’. 1 John 3:1-2 ‘Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this
hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” One writer said, ‘We ought to live like He rose this morning and like
He’s coming back tonight.’

Now I mentioned earlier that when we pray, we need to be ready for God to answer that prayer. Philemon had been
praying for Paul’s release from prison, so that he could come over and visit the church that meets in his house and
encourage them. That’s why Paul says in Philemon 22 ‘I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.’

All those who had heard of Paul’s imprisonment were praying for him and Paul trusted that those prayers were soon
to be answered in his release from prison. He had full confidence in their prayers for him and that God would answer
those prayers and release him. In other words, because of Philemon’s and the saint’s prayers, he fully expects to be
his guest again.

You see Philemon and church understood the power of prayer. And when the apostle Paul heard that they were
praying for his release, they all were expecting nothing less from God than to have their prayers answered. The point
is Philemon would had to have a room ready for Paul if he really believed his prayers were going to be answered.

Now what about you? Do you pray to God with great expectations? Do you pray in such a way that you get yourself
prepared for God to answer that prayer? Daniel was a man of prayer and in Daniel 6 we find a bunch of men looking
for any excuse to get rid of Daniel. And so these men went to King Darius and convinced him to write a decree, and
the decree was that, ‘no one was allowed to pray to any god or man, except king Darius’.

And they convinced the king to agree that if any man does pray within the next 30 days, they would be thrown into
the lion’s den. Daniel 6:10 ‘Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed,
giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.’

Now what do you think Daniel was praying about? The story goes on to say that the men saw him and told the king
and so the king who was very fond of Daniel had no choice but to throw him into the Lion’s den. Daniel 6:22-23 ‘My
God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his
sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.” The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out
of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his
God.’

You see not only did the power of prayer send an angel of the Lord to shut up the lion’s mouths. But the power of
prayer was able to shut up the mouths of Daniel’s enemies, because they ended up in the lion’s den themselves, but
they didn’t survive. But my point is this, prayer is powerful and if you pray expecting great things to happen, they
will happen. James 5:16 ‘The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” Philemon believed that God was
able to get Paul out of prison, Paul believed that God could get him out of prison.

But do you believe that God can do the same for you? Now what [ mean by that is, do you believe that God can break
down the prison cell of sin in your life? You see, we’re all sinaholics, we all have sin in our lives, but maybe there’s a
sin in your life that’s just totally out of control.
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Maybe there’s a sin in your life that gets more time dedicated to it than God gets. It could be the sin of pornography,
it could be the sin of gossip, it could be the sin of immoral thinking. Maybe you have an addiction that’s way out of
control and you rely on your addiction to help you through the day more than you rely on God to help you through
the day. God says, ‘Listen I can help you break down that wall of sin in your life, I can help you break free from that
prison cell of sin in your life.’

Paul has just talked about how Jesus defeated sin in Romans 5 but then he goes onto say in Romans 6:1-4 “What shall
we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who have died to sin;
how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.’

When we put Christ on in baptism, we received the gift of the Holy Spirit and we stopped living out that old nature of
sin in our lives. In other words, God has given us the power in our lives to help us stop sinning. That’s one of the
reasons God came in the flesh, to show us that it’s possible to live without sinning.

Now you might be thinking to yourself, ‘I’'m not sure if [ can give up the sin in my life.” Well, you can give up that
sin, don’t tell me you can’t, tell me you won’t. You see Jesus Christ is greater than our sin and He is above our sin,
He is above our sinful weaknesses, He is above our sinful pleasures, Jesus Christ is above our addictions. Now what
if you don’t have the ‘want’, to want to give up a sin? Well, you need to pray to God and ask, ‘God help me want to
want to.” You need to pray, ‘God I don’t really want to give up this sin but with your help, I know you can help me
want to want to give up this sin.’

Loved ones, there’s power in prayer, but you need to pray before you can receive that power. In fact the only time
power comes before prayer is in the dictionary. Now, do you realise that we have people praying for us that we don’t
even know? Every day, saints from all over the world are down on their knees praying that God will bless this church,
even more than we can ever imagine.

Paul says in Philemon 23-24 ‘Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. And so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.” Now notice that Paul refers to Epaphras as his fellow prisoner,
this isn’t literal but in the spiritual sense that Epaphras was captured by the Lord. Colossians 1:7 tells us that,
Epaphras was a Colossian, a minister of the church at Colossae, and so the chances are he was well known to
Philemon. He was a converted Gentile and Colossians 4:12-13 tells us, he was a man full of zeal, a man who was
prayer trained, and he had helped Paul in preaching at Colossae.

Paul also mentions Mark, who was Barnabas’s sister’s son, the son of that Mary, in whose house the church met, and
prayed for Peter when he was in prison. He’s the man who Saul and Barnabas took along with them to Antioch, and
beyond but left them at Pamphylia. We also know that Saul and Barnabas had a big argument over Mark when he
returned to Antioch. But despite that argument, Mark was back with Paul at this point in time.

Paul also mentions Aristarchus who was a Macedonian of Thessalonica. It’s very likely that Paul actually converted
him to Christ. According to Acts 19:29 he was with Paul in the uproar raised by Demetrius at Ephesus. Later he went
along with Paul into Asia and went with him in his voyage to Rome and was now a fellow prisoner there with Paul.

Demas is also with him and is mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:10 as the one who deserted Paul and returned to the world.
And what’s interesting about him is that if the letter to Philemon was written later than 2 Timothy then that means
that he must have been restored back into fellowship because he’s now with Paul again.

Paul also sends greetings from Luke the evangelist, Paul’s personal physician, the brother whose praise was in all the
churches, and a constant companion of the apostle in his travels. Now Paul calls them all his fellow workers, which is
huge compliment. They were all ministers of the Gospel and this shows Paul’s great humility towards them and
others. Now the chances are Philemon knew most of these guys, because most of them worship in Colossae and liked
we looked at earlier Paul mentions them by name in Colossians 4.

But isn’t it good to know that others are thinking about us and every now and then they send their love to us? Isn’t it
good to know that there are other Christians who appreciate the work that we’re doing for the Lord? That gives me
great joy and encouragement and that should give you great joy and encouragement too.
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Because out of all the things Christians can pray for in the world today, some of them chose to pray specifically for
the saints and the work that’s being done here at Liverpool. And that’s why Paul included Epaphras, Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke in his letter to Philemon. He knew that just by mentioning Philemon’s friend’s names,
it would bring joy and encouragement to all the saints that meet in Philemon’s house.

In Arabia they have a saying and it’s an answer to the question, ‘who is a friend’? And it goes like this, ‘A friend is
one to whom we may pour out the contents of our hearts, chaff and grain together, knowing that the gentlest of hands
will sift it, keep what is worth keeping, and with a breathe of kindness blow the rest away.’

We all could do with friends like that in our lives, friends who struggle with their faith on a daily basis, because it
tells us that we’re not alone with our struggles. When we hear from friends, not only does it bring us great joy and
encouragement but it’s a reminder that we all rely on God’s grace. Paul relied on God’s grace, Epaphras and Mark
relied on God’s grace, Aristarchus relied on God’s grace, Demas and Luke relied on God’s grace and Onesimus and
Philemon relied on God’s grace. We all rely on God’s grace daily and it’s through His grace that we make the proper
decisions in our Christian lives.

That’s why Paul said to Philemon in Philemon 25 ‘The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” In the
closing of his letter to Philemon, Paul calls on the favour of Jesus for the entire welfare of Philemon. It’s Paul’s
prayer that Jesus shows special favour on this godly man. John writes with the same idea in mind in 3 John 2 ‘Dear
friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along
well’. The word ‘your” in Philemon 25 is plural in the Greek text which means Paul is including the whole church
which meets in Philemon’s house.

Notice that Paul says, ‘The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” Notice that the word spirit isn’t a
capital ‘S’, so he’s not referring to the Holy Spirit. Now you might ask, well, what difference does that make? Well, it
makes a huge difference, let me explain why.

You see, just the God is a triune being made up of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. God created us as triune
beings, made up of a spirit, soul and body. Paul reminds of us this when he writes to the Thessalonians, 1
Thessalonians 5:23 ‘May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit,
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

You see, our bodies aren’t designed to live forever, God told Adam in Genesis 3:19 ‘For dust you are and to dust you
will return.” And so we can say that our body is Earth-conscious, it’s designed for life on this earth. Now the ‘soul’ is
man’s unique self, it’s the part of his being which, because it’s rational and moral, determines the actions performed
by his body, and which, therefore, renders him personally accountable for what he does. And so, it is man’s ‘soul’
which will ultimately be either saved or lost, depending on his response to the offer of the salvation which was made
first possible by the coming of the Christ into the world. Matthew 10:28 ‘And be not afraid of them which kill the
body but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.’

And so we can say that our soul is Self-conscious, it’s who we are as people. Now we could say that our spirit is God-
conscious and this is what Paul’s referring to here, he’s referring to that part of human nature which enables us to
reach out to and communicate with God. Job 32:8 ‘But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives
them understanding’.

It’s the spiritual dimension in man’s character and it’s here we see the difference between man and the animals. It’s
only man who can say, ‘My soul thirsts for God, for the living God’. Psalm 42:2 Its only mankind who is encouraged
to ‘seek after Him, in the hope that they might feel after Him and find Him.” Acts 17:27. Its only mankind who is
given the assurance that ‘He is not far from each one of us, for in Him we live and move and have our being’. Acts
17:28. Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us at death, ‘The spirit returns to God Who gave it’.

So when we die our spirit returns to God because He was the One who gave us it in the first place. When [ am away
from home, I use the telephone as a means of communication with my wife. But when I am at home we talk face to
face and so I do not need the telephone. Well in a similar way, God has endowed us with the ability to contact and
communicate with Him, whilst we are here on Earth. And so when we are ‘at home with the Lord” we will no longer
need the telephone.

In other words when we leave this Earth we will have no need for our spirit as we will be in the presence of God.
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Paul’s basically saying to Philemon, ‘I want you to accept Onesimus like God accepted you’. ‘I want God’s grace to
touch you in such a way that your spirit will communicate with God and do the right thing in taking Onesimus back
into your home.’

Paul says in Philemon 5 ‘I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus.” He says in
Philemon 7 ‘Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of
the Lord’s people’. He also says in Philemon 9 ‘I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love.’

The word for ‘love’ which Paul uses throughout this letter is the Greek word ‘Agape.” How is ‘agape love’ different
from other types of love? Well, the essence of ‘agape love’ is self-sacrifice. Now we need to understand that this kind
of love was radical not only because God was the source of that kind of love but because it was unheard of by many.

You try getting a Jew to show ‘agape love’ to a Gentile, you try getting a Greek to show ‘agape love’ to a foreigner.
When Jesus came on the scene and said in John 13:34-35 ‘Love one another as I have loved you’, that was a radical
new way to think and act. You see, it’s a selfless, sacrificial love which isn’t based on a feeling, but a determined act
of the will, a joyful resolve to put the welfare of others above our own.

C. S. Lewis referred to it as ‘gift love,’ the highest form of Christian love. This was a love that you extended to all
people, whether family members or distant strangers, this was radical. Research is showing that this ‘agape love’ is
disappearing from our society, simply because God, who is the source of ‘agape love’ is being squeezed out of
society.

Now we don’t know if Philemon did the right thing and submitted to Paul’s appeal. We don’t know if he released
Onesimus from his slavery contract and sent him back to Paul. I think he probably did and the reason for me thinking
that is simple, Paul’s whole appeal was built upon ‘agape love’.

If you’re not a Christian this morning, then let me ask you, what is your spirit saying to you today? Is your spirit
yearning to reach out to communicate with the One who created you? If it does, then please don’t ignore it, contact us
and we’ll be more than happy to help you as you begin your journey in seeking God. Loved ones, may the grace of
God be with your spirit as we try to demonstrate this radical way to love, not only in our homes and in our work
places but in all the areas of our lives.



