‘Thank you for giving to the Lord’. (14)
As I mentioned to you last time the Book of Philippians is basically a thank you note from Paul about a gift of
money. Roman prisons weren’t like the prison systems we have in this country because your tax payments pay for the
needs of prisoners. But in the Roman system, if you were put in jail, your friends and your family had to bring you
blankets, they had to take care of your food costs and any medicinal needs you might have.

And so when the Philippian church heard that Paul was in great need, they sent him money through a servant named
Epaphroditus. And he’s writing back, to thank them for that gift and that’s the particular gift were talking about in
Philippians 4. Now I want to talk to you today about what you do with money. None of us here wants to throw money
away but people seem to find new ways everyday to do just that.

There was a man in America who fulfilled his life long dream. He arranged to buy with finance a brand new Jeep
Cherokee. Those cars cost $30,000. And the payments were going to be over $400 a month. He got it and he was so
excited the first thing he did was call up his friend and said, ‘let’s go duck hunting, I’ve got a new Jeep’. So they get
their guns and their beer and got a Labrador retriever and they all load up. They drive up to a lake, which was all
covered with ice, and they drove onto the lake.

Now the problem is they forgot to put a hole in the ice, so that they could put decoys out so that they could have a
place for the ducks to land. The thing to do is to take out your axes and chop away and make a hole in the ice but
that’s too much work, so he decided to do something that’s a little more dangerous and illegal. He brought along a
stick of dynamite with a 40 second fuse.

They knew if they went off and just dropped it they might slip and that might be dangerous so they decided to go out
and just throw that dynamite as far as they could throw it. Did I mention that the dog was a retriever? So they light a
40 second fuse and throw as far as they can and the dog takes off, grabs that stick of dynamite between it’s teeth and
brought it back to it’s faithful owners who absolutely panicking at this now 30 second fuse on this stick of dynamite.

One of them picks up his riffle and decides he better shoot the dog. So they shot the dog and the dog was stunned, so
they fire again and this time the dog is really stressed and he’s thinking, ‘I need to find some cover’. Now what’s the
only cover on that lake? So the dog goes and runs right under the jeep, 20 seconds later there is a huge explosion and
the jeep sunk right to the bottom of the lake and the man calls his insurance company and they inform him that he’s
not covered for sinking a jeep with illegal explosives. And he hasn’t made his first $400 payment yet.

Now that’s a pretty colossal waste of money and we find ways to throw away money everyday. Everybody in this
room can tell a story of a time when they went out and spent some money and they look back and realise it was a
waste of your pounds. That’s why we have a group of businessmen in Britain called financial advisers. They exist to
tell us how to use our money because we don’t know how.

Now Paul wasn’t a financial advisor. In fact Paul said Philippians 4:14-17 ‘I don’t need money to be content, I rejoice
in the Lord in my bank account.” Yet Paul had some very strong opinions about what to do with money. And Paul’s
advice was, ‘the safest thing you can do with money is give it to the Lord’. And that’s what he said to the Philippian
church in Philippians 4:14.

He’s thanking them for sending their money to Paul but it wasn’t just to Paul, it was really to God. Notice how he
puts it, starting in Philippians 4:14-20 ‘Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians
know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared
with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid
again and again when I was in need.

Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. I have received full
payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They
are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to
his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.’

Now as I said, Paul is thanking this church for their gift of money, he doesn’t need their money to be joyful. What
he’s rejoicing about is all the blessings that they’re going to receive because they have given their money to the Lord
by giving it to Paul. Look again at Philippians 4:17, Paul says, ‘I want you to receive the blessings that come from
giving.” Now this is very important, Jesus said, Acts 20:35 ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’.
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This is one of the more fundamental tenants of the Christian faith. The real blessing comes from being a giver and not
from being a hoarder. What [ want to show you this morning is at least 3 wonderful blessings that come when we’re
good enough to share.

1. ‘“Through giving you encourage others’. Paul was very encouraged by their gift. In fact he said earlier in the book,
Philippians 4:10 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that you’ve renewed your concern for me.” You see, when
Epaphroditus brought the money, it wasn’t the money that made Paul happy. What made Paul happy was the proof
that the Philippian church really cared about him. It wasn’t just talk, if you really love people your going to meet their
needs and that’s going to demand sacrifice.

Have you heard the little story about what a women needs? From 1-18 a girl needs good parents. From 18-35 she
needs good looks. From 35-55 she needs a good personality. After 55 she needs cash. When a man is in prison and
the state isn’t going to take care of his food. They’re not going to take care of his medicine, they aren’t going to pay
for his blankets, he doesn’t need a lot of talk, he needs cash. And the way you show you care about him, and the way
you show you are concerned for him, is you support him, commitment to ministry requires more than talk.

It requires a willingness to bare the expense of the ministry. And this was the Philippian church, Paul said,
Philippians 4:15-16 ‘It’s been like this from the beginning, I mean there have been times when no other church would
come through for me’ but he said, ‘you sent me aid again and again.’

I want to give you a very important principal this morning. Salvation is free but ministry is expensive, now don’t
forget that, salvation if free but ministry is expensive. It costs pounds to keep a building like this so that people can
come and hear the Gospel. It costs pounds to support people who are working throughout the world, teaching people
about Jesus. Ministry is expensive and it’s an encouragement to people who are in ministry when they know there are
people who want to be partners by giving to that ministry.

Now that’s what Paul said, look back at Philippians 1:3-6 ‘I've thanked my God every time I remember you, in all
my prayers for all of you, I pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being
confident of this that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.’

You know people have said to me, ‘Mike, I couldn’t do what you do, I could never stand up there in front of all those
people and give a talk.” Well you know what, that’s because God has given me this gift, it’s not of my own, I couldn’t
do it without God’s gifting. And maybe God hasn’t given you that gift.

But do you know what encourages me and gives me the strength to keep doing this? It’s knowing that you want to be
partners with me in this ministry. And you do that when you make your offerings and when you support this church.
And we’re partners wherever you send support to anybody in this world. When we give so that people who have the
gift can stand up and tell people about Jesus Christ.

Let me tell you something else that encourages me, Paul said, ‘it’s an encouragement to know that your growing in
Christ and the way I know your growing in Christ that he’s completing the work he’s started in you is by the tangible
demonstration of your willingness to sacrifice for kingdom causes.’

This is a great encouragement to me and not just to me. Do you that when churches give to support the Gospel, they
encourage other churches? When Paul wanted to inspire other churches, he would talk about the church in Philippi.
It’s kind of like the cockerel that came into the henhouse with a big ostrich egg and said, ‘I just want to show you
what they’re doing in other places.’

Whenever Paul wanted to encourage other churches, he talked about Philippi. Look at 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 ‘And now,
brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe
trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much
as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege
of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then to us in keeping with God's will.’

This church had a great reputation and encouraged churches all over the world because they were willing to put their
support on the line for Jesus Christ. Now let me ask you, what do we want to be known for? What do we want to be
known for as a church? You know one thing [ want to be known for?
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I want to be known as a church that’s willing to sacrifice for kingdom causes anywhere in the world that God opens a
door for us. I want to be known as that kind of church. And it’s an encouragement to missionaries and preachers all
over the world to hear about a church where people are giving themselves first to the Lord and then to His cause by
financial sacrifice. And that’s one of the great blessings that comes from giving is the knowledge that you’re
encouraging ministers all over the world.

That’s one blessing and there’s a second, it’s good to share because ‘through giving you invest in eternity’. I heard a
story about a man who went to the bank one day and got all his cash and brought it all home in a big bundle. His wife
said, ‘what are you doing?’, he said, ‘I am going to put all of my money in the attic in a big trunk, and that way when
I die in my home some day, on my way to heaven, I’'m going get all that money with me and take it.’

Well a few years later he did pass away in his home and some months later his wife was cleaning out the house and
she went up to clean out the attic and she found that trunk and there was all that money. And she thought to herself, ‘I
knew he should have put this in the basement.’

And the point of the story is, you can’t take money with you when you die but you can send it on ahead. And so Paul
said to the Philippians in Philippians 4:17 ‘I’'m not looking for a gift but 'm looking for what can be credited to your
account.” And that’s right out of the business language of Philippi. That words ‘credited to your account’ literally
means, ‘I’'m looking forward to all of the accumulation interest you’re going to receive.’

You see, you have an account in heaven. And every deposit you make and every time you put some treasure in
heaven that account is recorded and it’s rewarded. And the way you put treasure in your heavenly portfolio is by
investing in kingdom causes.

Do you remember the parable of the unjust steward when Jesus taught about money in Luke 16? And in Luke 16:9 he
said, ‘I tell you use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves so that when it’s gone you will be welcomed into
eternal dwellings.’

In other words, do you really want to do something with your money that’s safe, do you really want to do something
with your money that’s meaningful? Invest in people and in helping people find Christ and then some day when you
are received into heaven, all the people who were blessed by your gifts are going to be there to welcome you.

A man named Ray Boltz wrote a song called, ‘Thank you for giving to the Lord.” It’s about a man that taught at Bible
school, who gave to missionaries, never knowing the full scope of all the little sacrifices he had made in his life. And
in the sing he has a dream and he goes to heaven and I love the chorus ‘one by one they came as far as the eye could
see, each life somehow touched by your generosity, little things that you had done, sacrifices made unnoticed on the
earth in heaven now proclaimed and I know up in heaven your not supposed to cry but I’'m almost sure there were
tears in your eye as Jesus took your hand and you stood before the Lord, he said, “my child look around you, for great
is your reward’.

I know that some of the richest people in this church are going to be in heaven and their portfolio is going to be
opened and thousands of people, many they haven’t even met, whose lives were touched and made Christ focused
because of how they have spent their years.

You see, you never become poor when you give to bless others, you’re just sending ahead what you can’t take with
you. And so Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:18-19 ‘Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous
and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.’

It’s one of the true blessings in giving. When we give, not only do we encourage others but we also invest in eternity
and then third Paul says, ‘You’re blessed because you worship God.” I did a little study one time with the word
‘worship” and I found something interesting.

The first time the word worship is used in the Old Testament is in Genesis 22:5 when Abraham was about to offer
Isaac up to the Lord on a mountain and says to his servants, ‘I’'m going go up to that mountain and worship God.’
And the first time the word worship is used in the New Testament is in Matthew 2:2 when wise men bring gold and
incense and myrrh and they lay it at the feet of the baby and they kneel and they worship him.
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And we’re introduced in the Old Testament and in the New Testament to this very important truth and that’s worship
of God, is bringing your very best to God and laying it at his feet to honour and praise Him. Paul would never
understand somebody saying, ‘Now we interrupt our worship for those who would like to give’.

Paul understood that giving is in fact pure worship. And so he said in Philippians 4:18 ‘Listen, those gifts you gave to
me, they weren’t just to me, and they are a fragrant offering an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.” God receives
pleasure from our giving. Why? Because when we give, we’re most like Christ.

When Paul said that money given to people to preach the Gospel is like giving to God he said, ‘It’s a fragrant offering
and an acceptable sacrifice’. And I thought to myself, now where have I heard him use those words before?
Ephesians 5:2 ‘Live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.’

Do you realise that when you share your treasure and you give generously for the kingdom, your doing what Jesus
did? You’re making an offering that pleases God, you’re sacrificing just like Christ did. In fact, I want you to know
that every pound you own has a smell. Every pound you own either has a fragrant aroma to God or a rotten stench
because it was either used for His glory or used for selfish passions.

You see, Paul understood that when you give to people in Jesus Name you’re really giving to God. Jesus taught us
that in Matthew 25:40 ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.” God is pleased, God takes pleasure.

Now I’ve got to tell you loved ones, God doesn’t take pleasure from a collection, God takes pleasure from an
offering. Now you can ask, what is the difference? Well, a collection is when you go and do everything you want to
do, you take care of all your passions and desires and if there’s anything left over you give it to the Lord, that’s a
collection. An offering is when you take the very best and you honour God with the first fruits and you say, ‘God,
your first in my life, I’'m going to bow down and lay this at Your feet, this is my best treasure and it’s for your glory.’
And God finds that sweet to the smell.

Now you might be thinking, but how can I survive if I really live that way? I mean how can I make ends meet, if |
lived that way? You see, Paul knew that God is going to treat people the way they treat others. If you’re generous to
others then God is going to be generous to you. And so he said in Philippians 4:19 ‘listen, my God will meet all your
needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.’

You can’t win a giving contest with God. Notice Paul doesn’t say, ‘out of his glorious riches but according too.” Now
let me explain that, you see if you come to me and you need money, I give you money out of my savings. And if you
come back I would give you some more money out of my savings and if you keep coming back, pretty soon I'm
going to be out of my savings.

But when God pours out blessings into your life, He doesn’t give it out of His riches, He gives it according to His
riches. In other words, the finite can never exhaust the infinite. God isn’t just going to give from His wealth, He’s
going to give in a manner that befits His wealth. He’s going to give like the rich King that He is, when we trust Him.

So what does that leave for you to worry about? But you might be thinking, ‘That’s not been my experience, I can’t
say that God has met all my needs.” Philippians 4:19 doesn’t apply to my life. Let me give you a couple of
possibilities.

Maybe the problem is you’re not asking God to meet your needs but your asking God to meet your greed’s. James
said in James 4:3 ‘You ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you
get on your pleasures.” That’s not what Philippians 4:19 promises.

Or maybe the problem is this, you send up a cheque request to God and you ask God to sign it and God goes and
checks your account, and there’s nothing in it. There’s no treasure in your account because you haven’t been sending
anything there.

Who will God take care of? When is God willing to meet all your needs? I want you to remember that the promise is
for people who live by the premise. The promise of Philippians 4:19 is for people who live by Philippians 4:14-18.
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The promise is that God is going to meet all the needs of the people who sacrifice and give for the sake of the
kingdom of God. Look at 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 ‘Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.’

What does God promise? God promises if your heart is to be a cheerful giver, God will make sure you can always
fulfil what your heart desires. If you want to be a person that supports the kingdom of God, he’ll give you what you
need to make sure you can do it. 2 Corinthians 9:11 “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.’

I like the way that verse reads in the Living Bible, it says, ‘That God will give you much, so that you can give away
much and when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will break out into thanksgiving and praise to God
for your help.’

This rich man got a taxi one night and when he got out he gave what he thought was a great tip. But the driver looked
distastefully at the amount and said, ‘your son always tips me more’. To which the man said, ‘well he can afford too,
he’s got a rich dad and I don’t.’

And the point of the story is, if you’ve got a rich dad, you can afford to be generous. If you’ve got a rich Father, you
can give away a lot because He can meet your needs. Now does God have a track record here? It’s not just in the
Bible loved ones, it’s in your lives. Look back at Philippians 4:6-7 ‘If you’re worried and you’ll pray to God, He’ll
provide peace that passes understanding.” Has God kept that promise?

Philippians 4:13 “When you’re weak and struggling he’ll provide strength in Christ to help you survive’. Has He kept
that promise? And what was your greatest need of all? Your greatest need of all was forgiveness and the only answer
was that an absolutely sinless God would die in your place. Did God provide? Does God have a track record here? I
think so.

So can we trust Him to take care of us, if we seek first His kingdom? I think it boils down to a faith issue. How many
of you this morning have a rock hard conviction that God delights in making provision? You can tell the people that
do, they smile a lot, it’s an amazing thing how joy goes with giving.

Let me tell you why they smile, people that are generous to God smile a lot because they have a long history of God
un-expectantly surprising them with blessings so that they can keep on giving. You know that the happiest people
I’ve met in my live aren’t necessarily the wealthiest. Sometimes they had the least but what they had every day was
the constant joy that whatever happened that day their God would meet there needs.

I learned an important lesson, which I want to pass on to you just before we close. You will never learn to rejoice
until you learn to release. There’s a reason why misers are miserable. You see the secret of enjoying anything is,
possessing nothing. It’s saying, ‘Lord, everything I have it is a gift of grace from you, I release it, I lay it at your feet,
I worship you, you take it and do whatever you please with it.’

You see God loves that, God loves cheerful givers and God says, ‘When I find somebody like that, [’'m going to keep
them happy, because I’m just going to keep on pouring blessing on them, so they can keep on giving and worshiping
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But listen loved ones, God can’t pour out His blessing into hands that are clinched tight and won’t let go. So you need
to let go and you need to give to the Lord, and you need to start with your heart. So I would like to finish with a
prayer, a prayer written in the form of a song. My heart, my mind, my body, my soul. I give to you, take control. I
give my body, A living sacrifice. Lord take control, take control.



