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‘Walk off that wait.’ (11) 

This morning I would like to talk about the return of Jesus. Have you ever had a time in your life when you thought, 
this would be a good time for Jesus to come back? There was a man who was at university and before he went to 
class he decided he needed to go to the bathroom. So he went along this corridor and there was some other students 
waiting outside there class room because the door was locked. 
 
The man said, ‘hi’ to most of them because he knew them and walks right into the bathroom and he thought to 
himself, ‘when do they put a couch in the lounge!’ In fact, he even thought, ‘when did they put a lounge in the 
men’s bathroom?’ On the other side of the door he heard some women talking and then he realised that in front of 
about 40 people, he had just walked straight into the ladies toilets. 
 
He faced a dilemma, he knew if he walked right out of the toilets, he would be embarrassed. He knew if he stayed 
there, the girls would scream and he would be arrested. So he waited for what seemed to be ages, hoping that those 
other students would be in their class. But when he slowly peaked out from behind the door, all he saw was 40 
smiley faces just waiting for his arrival. 
 
And that man has thought about that event many times and has come to the conclusion that there is just no way to 
look cool walking out of the ladies toilets. He knew he couldn’t say, ‘well I was having a Bible study.’ He thought 
to himself, ‘this would be a good time for Jesus to come back.’ 
 
A Bible schoolteacher asked some of the children, ‘if you could ask God any question, what would it be?’ And the 
teacher was given many different answers but one kid asked this question, ‘God, what’s taking so long’. That’s a 
profound question and a very Biblical question. 
 
Because all through the Bible the saints say to God, ‘how long, how long are we going to have to wait for Jesus to 
come and deliver us from this sin cursed planet?’ You see, Paul said in Philippians 3:14 ‘My desire is to know 
Christ’s power, I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and share in his sufferings and somehow 
conform to his death, I press on to the goal, the prize of knowing Christ.’ 
 
And if that’s your passion, all you want to know is to know Christ, you can’t wait for Him to come back. You’re so 
eager for Jesus to come back and like the people in the Bible you say, ‘how long God, how long are we going to 
have to wait for Jesus to come back?’ 
 
But see what happens is, as that wait continues, we find ourselves becoming increasingly attracted and seduced by 
the pleasures of this world. So we’re temporary residents, this world isn’t really our home but we’re going to have 
to be here a while. If fact, Jesus specifically prayed the night before he died in John 17:15 ‘God I’m not asking you 
to take them out of the world.’ Jesus for a time, wants us to live among the daily debris of this sin cursed planet.  
 
And so the question is, how are we going to live in the world but not of the world while we wait for Jesus to come 
back? And the answer Paul says is this, ‘you’ve got to walk off that wait.’ That’s what Paul tells us in Philippians 
3:17-21 ‘Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the 
pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 
mind is on earthly things.  
 
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body.’ 
 
We’ve got to wait, we’ve got to wait with eagerness for what we long for. And what Paul just said was, ‘the way to 
solve my wait problem is with a good daily walk.’ Three times in that text he says, ‘I want you to walk off that 
wait.’ You see, everybody has got to decide what kind of walk is going to be their priority. Now Paul is telling the 
Philippians, ‘I want you to walk after the pattern set by Jesus Christ.’ 
 
We looked at that back in Philippians 2:6-8 remember, ‘How he humbled himself and he took the form of a servant 
and he became obedient to God.’ And now Paul says, ‘now that’s how I want you to walk off your wait.’ But Paul 
recognises and it breaks his heart to do it, Paul recognises that some people don’t walk that way. 
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Look at Philippians 3:18-19 ‘For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, in my eyes, 
there are many who walk along the Christian road who are really enemies of the cross of Christ. Their future is 
eternal loss, for their god is their appetite, they are proud of things they should be ashamed of and all they think 
about is life here on earth.’ 
 
Now Paul’s describing people here who profess Christ but their lives are denying what their lips are confessing. He 
calls them enemies of the cross, why? Because they’re walking in a way that denies the priority of pursuing Christ-
likeness. Which he’s just talked about in Philippians 3:12-14 ‘What you ought to be doing is, pressing on, straining 
and striving towards the goal of being like Christ.’ 
 
But some people aren’t walking that way, they’re disgracing the cross with the way they’re walking while we wait 
for Jesus. And Paul says, ‘their wait problem could prove fatal’. So Paul says, ‘what I want to do is help you walk 
off that wait.’ He’s going to give us three little pieces of advice this morning, which will help us. 
 
1. Paul tells us, ‘to always regard who you walk with’. Philippians 3:17 ‘Join with others in following my example’. 
As you wait for the return of Jesus, you need to pay special attention to who you’re walking your model after. Now 
Paul wasn’t bashful, he knew that Jesus was doing something real in his life and so he says, ‘I’m not shy about it, if 
you need a model choose me, walk like I’m walking’. 
 
It’s like he said in 1 Corinthians 11:1 ‘Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.’ I want you to 
understand this morning whoever you choose as you’re hero, is going to effect how you walk. If you’re hero is the 
guy, who climbs the top of the corporate ladder, you’re going to walk like he walked. If you’re hero is the girl who 
made it as head gymnast, you’re going to walk like she walked. You’re going to walk like you’re hero, so you better 
be careful who you choose for you’re hero. 
 
This little boy’s dad would take him to church every Sunday and he said the sermon was powerful and the singing 
was great but his favourite part of the service was the offering. And the reason that this was this little boy’s 
favourite part was because twelve men every Sunday would take up the money and one of those men was a very 
imposing person. It was that man who took it upon himself to do something about Al Capone. The state and the city 
police were afraid of Capone, even the FBI were intimidated. 
 
That man’s name was Frank Joseph Loesch, he established the Chicago crime commission and began to investigate 
the tax returns of Al Capone. He was put under a death threat many times but he would not give up. Eventually he 
was able to get Capone to court and have him put away and remove him from Chicago. That little boy said that 
when Frank Loesch would come and pass out the collection plate, every Sunday, his daddy would poke him and 
then point to Frank Loesch. And this little boy would lookup at his daddy’s face and there would be tears in his 
eyes. 
 
The question needs to be, who are you pointing your kids too? Whose walk are you talking about in front of them? 
Who are you’re hero’s? Paul was humble enough, not to say he was the only one who ought to be a model. 
Philippians 3:17 ‘Pay attention to those who follow the right example they’ve set for you’. In other words Paul says, 
‘I’m not the only one whose walk you can copy.’ 
 
You know that God has blessed this church. God has blessed this church with men and women you could be 
pointing you’re children too. You could be pointing your own life after, people’s whose walk you could be paying 
attention too. But the point is, you better regard who you’re walking with. 
 
But you need to remember that somebody is watching you’re walk too. Every time you tell somebody you’re a 
Christian, you’re inviting them to follow you. Every step someone walks in your footprints ought to help them be 
closer to Jesus. And so Paul says, ‘listen, we’ve got to wait for Jesus to come back, we’ve got to walk off that wait.’ 
 
So number 1, ‘pay real attention to who you’re walking with, are you choosing the right model.’ 2. Paul says, 
‘Always remember what you walk under’. You see what brought Paul to tears was the knowledge that many so 
called Christians were disgracing the cross by their pursuit of sensual pleasure. Their walking grace value was in 
direct contradiction to the standards of the cross. 
 
He says Philippians 3:19 ‘Their god is their stomach, they glory in their shame, their mind is on earthly things.’ 
Have you ever heard people glory in shame? Have you ever heard a man boast about all of his sexual conquests? 
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You ever heard a business person boast about the people they’ve destroyed in business? You ever heard a sister in 
Christ enjoy the gossip about a life that has been destroyed by sin? Christians that actually glory in things they 
should be ashamed of. 
 
You see God gave us a gift. God gave us the gift of five senses. But the problem is we make getting the pleasure out 
of those senses our god. We make our stomach our god. It’s the problem of the sensuous Christian. Now I don’t 
mean an immoral or a drunkard, although that would be included. 
 
What I mean is any Christian who has made this pursuit of pleasure the centre of his life, has got the wrong god. It 
could be a workaholic father. It could be a housewife who spends fifty hours a week watching television. For some 
of us its gluttony, we spent most of our wakening hours either eating or thinking about what were going to eat next. 
 
Paul isn’t talking so much about particular sins. He’s talking about the sin of pandering to self, of making my 
pleasure the centre of my life. And he says, ‘that disgraces the cross’ because if the cross says anything, the cross 
says, ‘we’re to deny ourselves and seek the will of God first.’ The cross is an ‘I’ that has been ruled out. 
 
And so Paul says in Galatians 5:24 ‘Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires.’ Romans 6 talks about what it means to walk under a cross. Romans 6:8-14 ‘Now if we died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do 
not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  
 
Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those 
who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 
For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.’ 
 
Listen, if you’re a person walking under the cross of Jesus Christ you’ve got to give up the pet sin heresy. It’s a 
heresy that plagues many Christians. The pet sin heresy says, ‘you know we live under grace, we can’t be perfect 
and I’ve got one part in my life that’s totally out of control but hey after all nobody is perfect and were under grace 
and so you don’t do anything about it.’ 
 
Now Paul is saying, ‘now listen you’ve died to self, you’ve died to sin, that’s what carrying the cross is about, there 
is no part of your life anymore which should be out of control, every part of your life should now be under the 
control of Jesus Christ.’ 
 
Now let me ask you, is there a part of your walk where Jesus doesn’t rule? Is there an area of your walk where 
you’ve made pleasure more important than the will of God? I was wondering how to explain this, and when I was 
wondering I saw a book and on the bottom of the book it said, ‘Every idol cross reference.’ That’s what I want my 
life to be. I want every area of my life to be crossed referenced. I want every part of my walk to be consistent with 
someone who has died to self and is now alive for the will of Jesus Christ. 
 
King Frederick William the 3rd of Prussia back in 1830 his economy was devastated by some wars and he didn’t 
know what to do. And he had a really wild idea, he would call on his people to sacrifice. He would call on the 
women to turn in their ornaments of gold and sliver to be melted down to help the economy. And he would give 
them in exchange a rather cheap bronze or iron cross. The response was incredible as the people gave their treasures 
to their king and it got to the stage where it was unfashionable to wear jewellery any more but everyone was proud 
of their iron crosses. 
 
In fact that is how ‘the order of the iron cross’ was created. When Jesus Christ returns, when the wait is over, I want 
Him to be able to see that I’ve got that cross He gave me. I’ve traded in all that stuff that used to be important. I’ve 
traded in all that stuff that the world calls valuable. But I’ve got the cross that the King gave me. 
 
You see if the king's cross is important to you it’s going to change how you think. Colossians 3:1-4 ‘Since, then, 
you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.’ 
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People, who are enemies of the cross, glory in things that should be their shame. We’ve got a glory church, but our 
glory is a coming glory. And that leads us the third thing Paul says about your walk. He says, ‘Remember who 
you’re walking with and what you’re walking under’ and 3. ‘Always reflect where you’re walking to.’ Philippians 
3:20 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven’. 
 
Notice the text says, ‘is’ in heaven, present tense, Heaven is our present possession. Now the Philippians could 
understand that. Remember Philippi was a Roman colony, it was 600 miles from Rome and a lot of people had 
never been to Rome but they were Roman citizens. They dressed like Romans, they ate like Romans, they spoke the 
Roman language. They lived the Roman culture, they obeyed the Roman laws. 
 
But what Paul is saying is, ‘You too are citizens of a city you haven’t seen yet, talk like heaven people, dress like 
heaven people, obey the laws of heaven, live the culture of heaven.’ In other words he says, ‘I want you to live here, 
like you’re already there. Let you’re walk reflect where you’re going’. 
 
You know I need the faith of a child. This little girl said to her mother one day, ‘mummy, you know Jesus is alive 
don’t you?’ And she said, ‘yes, Jesus is alive, He’s is heaven and some day He’s going come and get us and take us 
to heaven with Him.’ The little girl said, ‘well, who’s going to take care of my toys.’ Her mother said, ‘well now 
that’s OK, Jesus has built this big old house and it has lots of rooms and He’s going to come and get all your 
cousins and mummy and daddy, your brother and sister and we’re all going to be in heaven together.’ 
 
The little girl just nodded and the next day she was having some pudding for a snack and she said, ‘mum, does John 
know were moving?’ And her mother said, ‘moving, who said anything about moving?’ The girls said, ‘you know 
to heaven, were moving to heaven’. And from day on that little girl told everyone she met, ‘we’re moving to 
heaven.’ And one day her mother picked up her daughters friend from school and the little girl said, ‘Mary, did you 
know were moving to heaven?’ Mary looked back and said, ‘I already knew that.’ And the girl said, ‘How did you 
know that, I haven’t taught you that yet?’ And Mary said, ‘because I read it in my Bible.’ 
 
That little girl really does believe she’s moving to heaven and that right now is her temporary residence and 
heaven’s her real home. And what Paul is saying to us is, ‘if you really believe that, then let your conduct match 
your citizenship, as you wait here, walk as if you were there.’ And one thing, which is going to keep us motivated, 
is that one-day the emperor is going to show up. 
 
Look again at Philippians 3:20 ‘But our homeland is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to come from heaven.’ In other words, be ready for Him to come, walk like you’re ready for Him to come. 
There are some things inappropriate if you really believe that Jesus is going to come. 
 
There was a restaurant in this city and it had two signs on the window. Sign number 1 said, ‘Jesus is coming back.’ 
Right below it there was another sign that said, ‘We reserve the right to refuse service to anybody.’ Now that’s 
almost comical, ‘Jesus is coming back and we reserve the right to serve anybody.’ But it’s also an embarrassment to 
Christ. 
 
If you really believe that Jesus is coming back, there are some parts of your walk, you’ve got to get rid of. You 
don’t want to be a racist, if you believe that Jesus is coming back. You don’t want to be immoral, you don’t want to 
be a drunkard. You don’t want to be a workaholic, you don’t want to be a materialistic person. You don’t want to be 
a gossip. They are parts of your walk, you just don’t want, if you really believe, Jesus is coming back to take us 
home. 
 
There was a schoolteacher that was going to be gone for a few weeks, she told her students that she would give a big 
prize for the student with the cleanest desk and everybody wanted to win. And one little girl said, ‘I want to win 
too.’ The others said, ‘Mary you’ll never win, your desk is always the messiest, there is no way you can win.’ She 
said, ‘I will clean my desk, the first day of every week.’ And somebody said, ‘what if she comes back at the end of 
the week?’ She said, ‘well, I will clean my desk every morning.’ Somebody said, ‘what if she comes back at the end 
of the day?’ She thought for a moment and said, ‘well, then I’ll just keep my desk clean.’ 
 
Now that’s what Paul is saying. 1 John 3:2-3 ‘Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has 
not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.’ 
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Do you really believe the best thing that could happen today is the return of Jesus Christ? And if you said, ‘yes’ the 
question then is, are you walking like it? I want to urge you today, to walk off that wait, until the wait is gone. The 
day will come when we look like, who we walk like. The Bible says in Philippians 3:21 that ‘when he comes back, 
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control.’ 
 
In other words, there are people that wish He wouldn’t come back and there are people that oppose the return of 
Jesus. But there’s not a person, there’s not a demon, there’s not a creature of hell that can stop it, when Jesus says, 
‘it’s time to come back.’ And he says in Philippians 3:21 ‘The power that enables him to put everything under his 
control, is the same power that is going to change your lowly body to be like his glorious body.’ 
 
You see, that’s when I’m going to get my total salvation, I don’t have it yet. The total salvation Jesus won for me on 
the cross, I haven’t received yet. because God doesn’t just want to save my soul, He wants to save my body. This is 
a lowly body, it’s still subject to sin, to death and to decay and to disease. But God’s got a plan that Jesus Christ is 
going to come back, and he’s got the power that puts everything under the control is going to change my body, my 
lowly body, to be like His glorious body. 
 
I need to be honest with you, I’m ready for the wait to be gone, and I’m ready for that. Dwight L Moody, the great 
evangelist, on his deathbed, his family surrounded him and his daughter got down on her knees, to pray for one 
more time for God to deliver her daddy from death. He opened his eyes and rolled his head, grabbed her hand and 
said, ‘no Emma, don’t ask for that, God is calling me, it is time for my coronation and I am looking forward to it.’ 
 
I’m looking forward to the wait being gone. And if you are, then don’t just talk the talk, but walk the walk. And if 
your not a Christians this morning, then please know that Christ is coming back, and if you want to know how to be 
ready for His return, then please just contact someone today. 
 
 


