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‘Do we really have fellowship with God?’

There was man who listened to two powerful sermons from the Psalms, one sermon was from Psalm 51, where he
learned that he can’t keep secrets from God and the second was from Psalm 52, where he learned about the sinfulness
of lying and deceit. The two sermons really convicted the man of what he was doing and so he decided to write a
letter to the Inland Revenue. The letter said, ‘I have been unable to sleep, knowing that [ have cheated on my income
tax. [ understated my taxable income and have enclosed a check for £150.00 P.S. If I still can’t sleep, I will send the
rest’.

When it comes to the Psalms, all too often they just get read out without any explanation of their background. And so,
when I discovered that we’re going to be preaching from them, I got really excited because I see this as an
opportunity to bring some of them to life.

You see, the Psalms are a collection of inspired Hebrew poems, prayers and songs. They are words written by men to
God or about God. And if we learn anything from them, we learn that they are expressions from man’s heart. They
teach us that God longs to hear from His people and they help us express ourselves to God.

Now remember the Jews knew these Scriptures really well, they heard them being read out regularly in the
Synagogue. And when anyone read out the first line of any Psalm, the Jews would recognise it and be able to recite
the whole Psalm in their minds. That’s why we often find Jesus just quoting the first line of a Psalm because He knew
that everyone listening would be able to recite the rest of the Psalm and understand what He was saying. The Psalm
we’re going to look at today is a Psalm written by David which was often used in worship.

Psalm 15:1 ‘LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain?’ Notice that David
begins by asking two questions, ‘who may dwell in your sacred tent?” Who may live on your holy mountain?’ The
‘sacred tent’ is a reference to the tabernacle, which represented the presence of God. The ‘holy mountain’ is a
reference to Jerusalem which was built on Mount Zion, the place where God’s people lived. In other words, David is
asking, what kind of a person can live and have fellowship with God?

But there’s a deeper question being asked here, what’s the point of your existence? When [ was younger, I used to ask
myself, what is the point of life? Your born, you grow up, you get a job, you buy a house, you get married, you have
kids, you get old and then die, what’s the point! What’s the point of me trying to be a good husband and a great
father? Why should I try and live a good life? Why should I be nice to people? What difference does it make how I
live my life?

You see, David is asking the most important question of all, what is the point of living a life without God? Or we
could ask, why would anyone want to live a with God continually being present in it? Loved ones, the way we live as
Christians, is either going to have a positive or a negative effect on those around us. They will either see God’s
influence in our lives or they won’t.

I remember when I was at Bible School, we had a teacher who was really respected within the school, within the
congregation, and in the community. He came across as a really godly man with a godly family and so, I had a great
deal of respect for him. Years later, after I left the school, it came to light that he was physically and emotionally
abusing his wife and children and let me tell you, my respect for him was gone.

You see, we will never know what a person is really like, unless we spend some good quality time with them.
Because when we spend time with others, we soon get to know them, we soon discover what’s really going on inside
of them. We soon discover what they really think about others and what they actually believe concerning the Bible.
We soon discover if they are preaching one thing but practicing another. In other words, if we’re claiming that God is
with us and God is influencing our lives, then our families, our friends, our work colleagues and neighbours should
see that influence in our lives.

And what are the godly characteristics which people should see in our lives? What kind of lives should we be living
to show people that God controls our lives? Psalm 15:2 “The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is
righteous, who speaks the truth from their heart.’

David tells us there are three things which identify us as having fellowship with God. He says if you want the world
to know God is dwelling in you, then you must be blameless, righteous and truthful. Now remember, to be blameless
doesn’t mean sinless.
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When Paul is arguing with the legalisers in Philippi, he tells them in Philippians 3:6 ‘In my zeal for God I persecuted
the church. According to the righteousness stipulated in the law I was blameless’. In other words, he was blameless in
the sense that he did everything he had to do to be right with God according to the Law. The law of Moses demanded
that a person had to offer the appropriate sacrifice to be right with God, but now under the law of Christ, a person
needs to be baptised and confess their sins to God.

Notice that David also mentions ‘speaking truth from the heart’. You see, when a person is blameless and right with
God, then everything we say should come from a pure heart. He says, if anyone wants to have fellowship with God,
then the way we live, the way we walk and the way we talk, should show the world that we belong to God. And the
only way to achieve that is by putting into practice what the Hebrew writer tells us to do. Hebrews 12:1-2 “‘And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.’

The only way to achieve that is by putting into practice what Paul told the Colossians to do. Colossians 3:1-2 “Since,
then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.’

The only way to live, walk and talk, a blameless, righteous and truthful life is by putting into practice what David
says next. Psalm 15:3-5 “Whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to a neighbour, and casts no slur on
others; who despises a vile person but honours those who fear the LORD; who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and
does not change their mind; who lends money to the poor without interest; who does not accept a bribe against the
innocent.’

Notice David says if we want to have fellowship with God, then we must be careful how we relate to others around
us. In other words, the focus of the Psalm isn’t so much on what our attitude towards God is like, the focus is on how
we treat those around us. David tells us if anyone wants to have fellowship with God, then they should treat people
with dignity and respect.

There are people who love nothing more to speak about others, in an effort to make themselves feel good by
comparing themselves to others and sadly this happens within the church too. One of the obvious signs of people
gossiping is when you walk into a room, then everything goes silent, or the people split up and leave the room. Other
signs of gossiping aren’t so obvious, because gossips use the telephone, texts or emails to speak about others.

Now you may not be able to stop others gossiping about you, but as a Christian gossiping shouldn’t even be in your
vocabulary. Proverbs 10:18 “Whoever conceals hatred with lying lips and spreads slander is a fool’. There’s nothing
positive about gossiping, it always tears people down, instead of building them up. All gossip does is harm people
because it’s a sinful attempt to discredit someone’s values, actions or motives.

David says there are two types of people we like to gossip about, those who are our neighbours and those we call our
friends. Have you ever spoke to someone in confidence about a sensitive issue and the next thing you know, everyone
seems to know about it? Do you know what that does? It breaks the friendship and it breaks the trust.

Now I don’t know about you, but I have only got a handful of people that I can speak to about absolutely anything.
And the reason for that is simple, Proverbs 11:13 ‘A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a
secret’. But the point is that gossiping is never acceptable in God’s eyes, it doesn’t matter who it is, it doesn’t matter
who is doing the gossiping. It doesn’t matter who is thinking about gossiping or actually doing the gossiping, it’s all
sinful and it will prevent anyone from having fellowship with God.

Ask yourself, would you want to be a part of a group of people who call themselves Christians but all they do is
gossip but other Christians? Let me give you some practical advice for when you feel the urge to speak to someone
about anyone else. Ask yourself the following questions and if you fail to answer these questions, then my advice to
you is to keep silent and say nothing. My advice to you is think first before you say anything.

T. Is it true? So many times, people come to all kinds of conclusions about someone else based upon wrong
assumptions. Proverbs 18:2 ‘Fools find no pleasure in understanding but delight in airing their own opinions.’

H. Is it helpful? Ecclesiastes 10:12 ‘Words from the mouth of the wise are gracious, but fools are consumed by their
own lips.’
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I. Is it inspiring? Ephesians 4:29 ‘Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.’

N. Is it necessary? Proverbs 10:19 ‘Sin is not ended by multiplying words, but the prudent hold their tongues.’
K. Is it kind? Proverbs 15:4 ‘The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit.’

Loved ones, if we want to have fellowship with God, gossiping should have no place in the Christian’s life. The
Christian shouldn’t want to harm anyone, the Christian shouldn’t want to try and disgrace anyone else.

David continues and tells us that people who are in fellowship with God, ‘don’t find any value in associating with
those who are despised but want to be around God’s people’. Now please don’t misunderstand what David is telling
us here. It would be a big mistake to suggest that he’s telling us to stay away from anyone who isn’t a Christian. He’s
saying that our interaction with others should be limited if their values, beliefs and actions are inconsistent with our
Christian principles.

It was Mark Twain who once said, ‘Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a good example’.
David is saying that we shouldn’t try and follow anyone’s example if they are not followers of God, but the example
we are to follow is found in those who fear God and follow God’s ways. He continues and tells us that any who wants
to have fellowship with God they must be willing to ‘help those around them without changing their minds’.

Has anyone ever promised you that they will meet a certain need you have, but they failed to do so? Days, weeks and
months go by, but still they haven’t met that need. How does that make you feel? It makes you feel that you can’t
trust that person, it gives the impression they don’t really care about you and they are unreliable. You see, as
Christians, when we promise to take care of anyone’s needs, we need to fulfil that promise, no matter how much it
hurts. It may become very inconvenient for us, it may cost us money, we may need to change our plans to fulfil that
promise.

David says, if we want to have fellowship with God, we mustn’t only be concerned about people’s needs, we must
meet those people’s needs. We can’t tell people we’re going to help them, then later change our minds. Otherwise,
people think Christians are no different from anyone else.

David continues and tells us that anyone who wants to have fellowship with God must be willing ‘to financially help
others without adding interest.” Exodus 22:25 ‘If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do
not treat it like a business deal; charge no interest.’

In the Old Testament God makes it clear, if someone is in desperate need of money, then no interest should be
charged. What’s the point of lending someone money and putting interest on it, when you know they will barely be
able to make the repayments? Imagine someone comes to you for a loan because they are under great financial stress.
What good does it do if you put them under even more financial stress by adding interest!

Let me ask you, how do you get a loan from a bank? You have to prove that you don’t need one. You try going into a
bank and tell them your broke, you don’t have a penny, can I have a loan please. They won’t give you anything
unless you can prove that you have money in the first place.

Now loved ones, lending people money is Biblically acceptable, especially within God’s people. I’'m not encouraging
Christians to start borrowing money from each other but what I am saying is that there are times when we all come
under financial stress. A person can lose their job and struggle to pay their electricity bill. A sudden death in the
family may come and they can’t afford the funeral bills.

I understand that asking for help can be embarrassing, I understand that asking your physical family may be easier.
But we must never forget, we have a spiritual family, who should always be willing to help. The church should
always be willing to help without adding any extra pressure of interest repayments. Anyone who wants to have
fellowship with God must be willing to help others out financially without looking to gain anything extra back for
themselves.

David continues and says anyone who wants to have fellowship with God, mustn’t ‘take bribes or give false
testimony against someone else.’
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Now a bribe is all about perverting justice by trying to win someone’s favour, over someone else. Exodus 23:8 ‘Do
not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the innocent.” Now bribery isn’t always
about the passing of money from one hand to another, it comes in all shapes and forms.

I heard a story about a man who wanted to become the preacher of a church, the problem was there was already a
preacher in place. The leadership didn’t like the preacher because he was getting too popular, so they subtlety
suggested to the other man that he could become the preacher, if they help him get rid of the current one. And so,
after a few months, all kinds of accusations were being made until the preacher finally moved on. The preacher didn’t
retaliate to the accusations but just let them get on with it.

A few months after moving on, he met up with that man and told him, ‘he was being used’, to which he totally
denied. One year later, that same man called the preacher up and said, ‘you were right.” Needless to say, he left that
church and joined another one.

The leadership went all out to make him feel so special, so important, to the point where he was being spiritually
bribed without even knowing it. He ended up being blinded to the truth, not only about the leadership but also about
that preacher. Anyone who wants to have fellowship with God, must be very careful not accept bribes, whatever form
it comes in, in order to discredit the innocent. Loved ones, if we claim we have fellowship with God, then we need
show the world that we do indeed have fellowship with Him in the way we treat those around us.

Is it worth the effort? Will the reward for living such lives be beneficial to us? David finishes by telling us that Psalm
15:5 “Whoever does these things will never be shaken.” In other words, not only do we have fellowship with God, but
God promises to hold us up. You see, the world wants to drag us down, the world wants to accuse us of all kinds of
things and bring us to our knees.

But God says if you’re in fellowship with me, and your treating those around you with dignity and respect, then it
doesn’t matter what the world thinks, I’ll hold you up. It’s God who gives us the strength to stay on our feet, it’s God
who holds us up even when we can’t hold ourselves up any longer. Isaiah 41:10 ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.’

The question I want to leave you with is this, do we really have fellowship with God? Because we can’t claim we
have fellowship with God if all we do is gossip about others around us. We can’t claim we have fellowship with God
if we want to spend more time with those who don’t fear God, than we do with those who do fear God. We can’t
claim we have fellowship with God if we promise to help someone in their time of need, but don’t fulfil that promise.

We can’t claim we have fellowship with God if we’re not willing to help others out financially without expecting
anything back in return. We can’t claim we have fellowship with God if we bribe others or allow others to bribe us
into discrediting the innocent. Because the world doesn’t judge our Christianity on our worship attendance loved
ones, it judges our Christianity on our conduct towards others outside our worship times.

Let me leave you with one verse which is a summary of everything that David has been saying. 1 John 1:6 ‘If we
claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.’



