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‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus’ 

I want to talk you about friendship today but before we begin let me share with you some of the crazy things which 
people text their friends. 
 
1. When you are sad, I will jump on the person who made you sad like a spider monkey. 
 
2. When you are blue, I will try to dislodge whatever is choking you. 
 
3. When you are scared, I will rag on you about it every chance I get. 
 
4. When you are worried, I will tell you horrible stories about how much worse it could be until you quit whining. 
 
5. When you are sick, stay away from me until you are well again. I don’t want whatever you have. 
 
6. When you fall, I will point and laugh at your clumsiness. 
 
7. This is my oath, I pledge it to the end. Why? you may ask, because you are my friend. 
 
Around 200 years ago, two businessmen stood on a street corner as a little man carrying a saw walked by. One of the 
businessmen said, ‘Now there is a man who is happy with his lot in life. I wish I could know his joy. Perhaps I can 
get him to cut my winter’s supply of wood.’ The other man said, ‘I know that man. He would not cut your firewood. 
He cuts wood only for the financially destitute and for those who are physically handicapped and cannot cut their 
own firewood.’ 
 
That young woodcutter was an Irish man named Joseph Scriven who was the son of a captain in the British Royal 
Marines. And it’s his hymn, ‘What a friend we have a Jesus’ that we’re going to look into today. 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

 
Everybody needs a friend, don’t they? The Oxford Dictionary says the meaning of the word ‘friend’ is, ‘a person with 
whom one has a bond of mutual affection, typically one exclusive of sexual or family relations.’ 
 
In today’s society it seems the world is desperate for friends, especially when you look at Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram. People boast about how many friends and followers they have and come to the conclusion that they are 
liked and loved by loads of people. 
 
I have hundreds of phone numbers on my phone, I have hundreds of email contacts on my computer. But the truth is 
loved ones, I can count on one hand how many friends I actually have. I’m not talking about associates, I’m talking 
about real friends, friends I can count on to be there for me in the good times and the bad. Friends I can confess my 
sins and struggles to, knowing they won’t judge me but will encourage me to do what is right. Oh, how we all need 
friends like that, but the Friend Joseph wrote about in his hymn is by far the best Friend we will ever need. 
 
John 15:12-15 ‘My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you.’  
 
Imagine having a Friend who loves us so much He willing to sacrifice His own life in order to save you? And that’s 
the first point I want to make, ‘True friends sacrifice for each other’. I mentioned that I could count on one hand how 
many real friends I have, but I’m not sure if they would be willing to die for me. And to be truthful, I don’t know if 
would be willing to die for them. 
 
You see, friendship is a two-way relationship, and whether we realise it or not friendships come with unwritten terms 
and conditions attached. For example, if you’re my friend and you physically hurt me, I will forgive you but it you 
keep on physically hurting me, then our friendship would come to an end. 
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Notice how Jesus tells the disciples the terms and conditions of their friendship. He tells them I’ll show you the extent 
of my friendship by dying for you, but this is what you need to do to demonstrate your friendship towards Me. He 
says, ‘You are my friends if you do what I command’. Are you friends with Jesus? Are you willing to sacrifice your 
love for the world for His love? 
 
1 John 2:15-17 ‘Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not 
in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from 
the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.’ 
 
You see, we can’t claim to love Jesus but ignore His commandments. We can’t claim to be friends with Jesus but at 
the same time ignore His will for us. We can’t have it both ways, we can’t sit on the fence when it comes to showing 
our friendship with Him. Real friendship demands sacrifice and Jesus is the prime sacrificial example. 
 
Isaiah 53:4 ‘Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
him, and afflicted.’ Isaiah tells us that it was Jesus, despite being rejected by many was willing to bear the pain and 
suffering of those very same people who rejected Him. 
 
You see, after receiving his university degree from Trinity College in London, Joseph Scriven quickly established 
himself as a teacher, fell in love, and made plans to settle in his hometown. Then tragedy struck, the day before his 
scheduled wedding, his fiancé́ drowned. Overcome with grief, Scriven left Ireland to start a new life in Canada.  
 
He established a home in Rice Lake, where he met and fell in love with a woman named Eliza Rice. But just weeks 
before she was to become his bride, she suddenly grew sick and in a matter of weeks, she died. So, what did he do? 
He turned to the only thing that had anchored him during his life, his faith. 
 
He understood what Paul meant, when he wrote in 1 Timothy 2:5-6 ‘For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.’ You see, it was through prayer 
and Bible study he found not just solace, but a mission. At the age of 25 he took a vow of poverty, sold all of his 
earthly possessions, and vowed to give his life to the physically handicapped and financially destitute. Ten years later 
Scriven received word that his mother had become very ill.  
 
But the man who had taken a vow of poverty didn’t have the funds to go home to help care for her. And so, as you 
can imagine, he’s heartsick, and feeling a need to reach out to her, so, what did he do? He wrote the story of his life in 
three short verses he called, ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus.’ Later, he said, ‘The Lord and I together wrote the 
song.’ 
 
Loved ones, the point is simple enough, He’s telling us that if we don’t pray during difficult times in our lives, it’s 
nothing less than self-inflicted pain. Philippians 4:6-7 ‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.’ 
 
There a story which is told about a small town that had historically been ‘dry,’, that is free from alcohol, but then a 
local businessman decided to build a pub. A group of Christians from a local church were concerned and planned an 
all-night prayer meeting to ask God to intervene. 
 
It just so happened that shortly after, lightning struck the pub and it burned to the ground. The owner of the bar sued 
the church, claiming that the prayers of the congregation were responsible, but the church hired a lawyer to argue in 
court that they weren’t responsible. The presiding judge, after his initial review of the case, stated that ‘no matter how 
this case comes out, one thing is clear. The pub owner believes in prayer and the Christians don’t.’ 
 
You see, we’re down here stressing out over all kinds of things, but God in heaven is screaming out to each us, don’t 
you believe in prayer? Why don’t they pray? Scriven learned that the peace in his life would be gone, the pain he 
carried would remain, simply because that’s what happens when we don’t speak to God about those things. He 
understood that it took his friend Jesus, dying on a cross for us to have access to the Father in prayer, he understood 
that prayer truly is a privilege. And so, instead of throwing himself a pity party, instead of going into a depression 
about the loss of his two fiancés, he chose to pray about it.   
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He understood that true friends sacrifice for each other, but he also understood that prayer is a powerful way to remind 
ourselves that, ‘True friends care about each other.’ 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
Now we know what Scriven’s trial were, he lost two fiancés, he couldn’t get home to care for his mother, but what 
about his temptations? Now we don’t really know what his temptations would have been, but I can imagine one of 
those temptations would be to turn his back on God. How many times have we seen Christians abandon their faith 
when difficult times come their way? 
 
I understand the pain and suffering of losing someone close to you and there are times in our anger we want to blame 
someone. We blame the hospital for not doing enough, we blame our family and friends for not providing enough 
support. Sometimes we blame our church family for not helping us enough and so that bitterness grows to such an 
extent that we end up blaming God and turning our back in Him. 
 
Another temptation he may have had was desperation. His mum is seriously not well, and because of his vow of 
poverty, he didn’t have the money to care for her. Maybe his temptation was to break that vow or to try and gain that 
money illegally. 
 
Proverbs 30:8-9 “Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 
bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and 
steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.” 
 
You see, loved ones, there are blessing and dangers from having too much and having too little. When we have too 
much there’s a real danger of becoming self-reliant, rather than relying on God for our daily bread. And there’s a real 
danger of becoming so poor that we have to steal to survive and so dishonour God. 
 
Now like I said, we don’t know what his temptations were but we do know that when he was going through those 
trails and temptations, he spoke to God about it. Why? Because Jesus is a friend who truly does care. Proverbs 18:24 
‘One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.’ 
 
Notice how Jesus’ relationship went from Him being the disciple’s Master, to Him becoming their Friend in John 
15:15. Jesus isn’t just their Lord and Saviour anymore, He’s their friend. What do friends do for each other when one 
of them is in need? They encourage each other, they support each other, they strengthen each other. You see, true 
friends will not only pray for each other and listen to each other, they will go with them and help through those 
difficult times. 
 
Remember Joshua when he was afraid, God said to him in Joshua 1:9 ‘Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.’ 
 
Scriven in his trials and temptations knew that the only way through them was by turning to the One who truly cared. 
He turned to the One who would encourage him, he turned to his faithful Friend. His faithful Friend who understands 
what’s he’s going through, his faithful Friend who knows what it’s like to be tempted. He turned to his faithful Friend 
Jesus, because he knew that He would help him in his time of need. 
 
Hebrews 4:15-16 ‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.’  
 
You see loves ones, not only do true friends sacrifice for each other and care about each other but true friends also 
protect each other. 
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Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Saviour, still our refuge; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; 
thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
Scriven says don’t stress over anything, give them all to God. Don’t stress if your friends hate you and let you down, 
you’ve got the most reliable Friend in Jesus. Someone once said, ‘why worry when you can trust. It is like a rocking 
chair, it gives you something to do but doesn’t get you anywhere.’ 
 
1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you”. 
 
Don’t be like the guy who wrote the name ‘God’ on a carrier bag and hung it from the highest point in his house. He 
would write down his worries and concerns, climb up a ladder, put them in the bag but at the end of every week, he 
would get the ladders out, climb back up, dig around in that bag, find the worry he placed in there the week before 
and take it back out again. 
 
Taking our worries back from God is a pointless exercise because the whole point of giving God our cares and 
concerns is because we can’t do anything positive with them, so give them to God. You see giving God our anxieties 
and worries is God’s way of protecting us from unnecessary stress. 
 
Psalm 28:7 ‘The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.’ 
 
Psalm 46:1 ‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ 
 
Do you believe that? Do you truly believe that your Friend Jesus sacrificed Himself for you? Do you truly believe 
that our Friend Jesus cares for us? Do you truly believe that our Friend Jesus really does want to protect us? 
 
When I was younger I used to love watching a TV series called, ‘Kung Fu’ where David Carradine played the main 
role. Every week his wise old teacher held a pebble in his hand and said to him, ‘snatch the pebble from my hand, 
grasshopper’. 
 
Our Friend Jesus says in John 10:28-29 ‘I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them 
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand.’ Jesus says, we’re protected not only in His loving hands but God’s loving hands too, in other words, we have 
double protection. 
 
I used to go hunting with my dad when I was around 10 years old, we would walk through streams and forests at 3.00 
in the morning when it was still pitched black. We would hear all kind of strange noises and our dog would start 
growling at shadows and let me tell you I was scared. But the one thing I clung onto for dear life was my dad’s hand, 
I mean I had very small hands at 10 years of age and to me my dad’s hands were huge. And I knew and believed with 
all my heart that whatever was lurking in those woods, I was safe and secure as long as I clung onto my dad’s hands.  
 
Let me ask you, do you feel that way when you hold onto your Friend’s Jesus’ hand? I mean it feels so comforting 
being in His hands, there’s strength and support from being in His hands. There’s relief and peace from our daily 
troubles in His hands. 
 
You see Joseph Scriven discovered there are real blessings to be found in times of trouble. He knew he could easily 
get angry with God but instead of getting angry, he opened his heart to Him and poured it all out. Instead of getting 
bitter about his circumstances, he wrote down his thoughts in the form of a poem. 
 
Ironically, just like his first fiancée, Joseph drowned in a Canadian lake in 1886 and sadly never lived to see his poem 
turn into a hymn. It was two decades later that the great American evangelist Dwight L. Moody came across the song 
and believed it to be the most touching modern hymn that he had ever heard.  
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And churches have been singing this beautiful hymn ever since. For those of you who are Christians this morning, let 
me ask you, is Jesus your Friend or just your Saviour? Maybe your happy that He sacrificed Himself for you, but not 
sure if He really does care for you. 
 
Let me encourage you to spend time with your Friend, study His Word, speak to Him regularly, especially when 
you’re going through difficult times. He not only loves you but wants to help you and protect you from needless 
harm. 
 
If you’re not a Christian this morning please know this, Jesus not only wants to be your Saviour, He wants to be your 
Friend too. And if you want to be His friend, then simply obey His commands, believe in Him, turn from the world 
and move towards Him, confess His Name and be baptised. Because when you do, you too, along with Joseph 
Scriven will understand why we sing, ‘What a friend we have in Jesus.’ 
 


