‘I stand amazed’
Before we begin let me tell you about a man named Charles Gabriel who grew up on an Iowa farm, he learned music
by playing the reed organ in his home. Though he was self-trained, he worked with the Grace Methodist Church in
San Francisco from 1890-1892, and then moved to Chicago where he worked for Homer Rodeheaver’s publishing
firm.

Now you may not have heard of Charles Gabriel, but he is credited with between 7000 and 8000 songs. But [ am
certain you’re very well acquainted with one of his hymns, the hymn called, ‘I stand amazed.” It’s a song that speaks
of gratitude and praise for the atoning death of Jesus and the suffering He endured in the garden.

Before we get into text of the hymn, let me ask you, when we sing any hymn, are we making melody in our hearts or
just miming the words? Do the words of the songs, move us and put our minds on heavenly things? Because
sometimes I’ve heard some songs sung as if we were at a funeral service. We sometimes sing slow songs, fast and
fast songs, slow.

Songs like ‘Oh happy day’ and one line from that song says, ‘Oh Happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away!” If
were a visitor coming into our some of assemblies, by the time we’ve finished singing that song, I would be
questioning just how happy these people were, when they had their sins forgiven!

What about the song, ‘I surrender all’? Do we really mean it when we sing, ‘All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I
freely give’? The list could go on, but the point is, if we really believe what we’re singing, we would be more
convicted about what we believe. And so, when we come to any song we sing, we should think about the words,
whilst trying to understand what the writer is trying to share with us. Or as Paul would say in 1 Corinthians 14:15 “I
will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing
with my understanding.”

A man went to visit a friend and was amazed to find him playing chess with his dog. He watched the game in
astonishment for a while. He said, ‘I can hardly believe my eyes!” “That’s the smartest dog I’ve ever seen.” His friend
says, ‘Nah, he’s not so smart, I’ve beaten him three games out of five.’

There are a few things which can leave us with a sense of amazement but what about you? What amazes you? Maybe
you’ve tried for years to get a job and you finally get offered one and you found it amazing that they would actually
want to employ you in the first place.

Maybe you’ve tried to get into a university, but they said no, but after a few weeks you get a letter saying they will
now accept you. Maybe you’ve struggled with addiction for many years but now you’ve overcome them and your left
amazed that you have. We’ve all had things in our lives which we would call amazing but isn’t it also amazing just
how quickly we forget those events which happened in our lives!

We see God displaying powerful plagues on Egypt in order for Pharaoh to let God’s people go. We see God
delivering His people out of Egypt and providing food and water. We see God fighting Israel’s enemies in order for
them to take possession of the promised land. They were amazed at what God did for them, yet, through all of this
they did nothing but complain time and time again. How quickly they forgot what God had done for them! Hosea 8:4
“Israel has forgotten their Maker.”

And I believe as Christians we too can suffer from the same forgetfulness. One of the reasons I love the hymn, ‘I
stand amazed’ is simply because it helps us remember why we were amazed in the first place. Let’s read the first
stanza and see what it was that amazed Charles Gabriel.

I stand amazed in the presence, Of Jesus the Nazarene,
And wonder how He could love me, A sinner condemned, unclean.

You see, for Charles Gabriel is was all about the love of Christ. He realised he was a sinner, he was unclean, and
deserved to go to hell but he also wondered even though he was like that, how could God still love him. Just the other
week, we asked several people on the street if they could ask God one question what would it be and we got the usual
questions about wars, pain and suffering. But one elderly ladies question to God simply blew me away, she said, ‘I
would ask God why He loves me so much.’
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Haven’t you ever wondered why God loves you so much? Have you ever wondered why God loved you even before
you decided to love Him? 1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

Loved ones, none of us deserve the love of God, we all deserve to go to hell, but God’s love goes beyond our sins and
short fallings. If you’re not a Christian, I don’t care what your past has been like or where you’ve come from, God
wants you to know today that He loves you and sent His Son to die for you. And if you’re a Christian this morning,
God wants you to remember that He still loves you.

You see as Christians, we tend to forget that He loves us, or we tend to think that He loves us less after we sin. But
why would God love you so much before you became a Christian, decide to love you less now that you are a
Christian? That kind of thinking doesn’t make any sense but trying to figure God’s love for us doesn’t make any
sense either.

Ephesians 3:17-19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

God’s love isn’t something you can measure, it surpasses knowledge, it goes beyond our understanding. And it’s not
all about understanding His love for us, it’s also about understanding our sinful condition before Him.

Romans 5:6-8 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely
will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Who is this God who is willing to die for a bunch of people who were powerless to save themselves? Who is this God
who is willing to die for the ungodly? Who is this God who is willing to die for a bunch of sinners knowing that
many will not love Him back?

Many years ago, a medieval monk announced he would be preaching the next Sunday evening on ‘The Love of God.’
As the shadows fell and the light ceased to come in through the cathedral windows, the congregation gathered. In the
darkness of the altar, the monk lit a candle and carried it to the crucifix. First of all, he illuminated the crown of
thorns, next, the two wounded hands, then the marks of the spear wound. In the hush that fell, he blew out the candle
and left the room.

You see loved ones, we may not understand the full extent of our sins and the hurt we have caused Him. But when we
look to Jesus on the cross, surely, we’ll just stand amazed in His presence with nothing more to say about how much
He loves us.

For me it was in the garden, He prayed: ‘Not my will, but Thine.’
He had no tears for His own griefs, but sweat-drops of blood for mine.

Have you ever wondered what Christ’s struggle in Gethsemane was all about? He was praying so hard, He began to
sweat blood. Luke 22:41-44 ‘He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, ‘Father, if you
are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and
strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to
the ground.’

Before the crucifixion, as Jesus Christ prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, the disciple and physician Luke noted
that “he broke into a sweat of blood, with great drops falling to the ground as he prayed more and more earnestly.”
Although this medical condition is relatively rare, according to Dr. Frederick Zugibe, it’s well known, and there have
been many cases of it, the clinical term is “hematohidrosis.’

Around the sweat glands, there are multiple blood vessels in a net-like form and under the pressure of great stress the
vessels constrict. Then as the anxiety passes ‘the blood vessels dilate to the point of rupture. The blood goes into the
sweat glands.” As the sweat glands are producing a lot of sweat, it pushes the blood to the surface, coming out as
droplets of blood.
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What was the source of Jesus’ great stress and anguish? Clearly, He was in intense spiritual agony, He has to make a

decision. The same decision that Adam had to make and the same decision that you and I have to make. Will I do
what I want? Or will I do what God wants?

God asked such a small thing of Adam, He put him in a beautiful paradise, told him to have anything he wanted, but
just don’t touch that one tree, that’s all He asked of Adam. But what did He ask of Jesus? He asked Him to go and
hang on a tree. That’s what Jesus was wrestling with and when He left Gethsemane, we know what His decision was
because He didn’t back down.

Do you know why? Jesus died before He was killed. He died to self, He died to personal ambition, He died to
personal desire. He died before He was killed, Jesus didn’t moan, He didn’t walk to the cross like a victim. He
marched to the cross as a man who had fully embraced the will of His Father.

John 10:17-18 “The Father loves me because I lay down my life that I may have it back again. No one can kill me
without my consent--1 lay down my life voluntarily. For I have the right and power to lay it down when I want to and
also the right and power to take it again. For the Father has given me this right."

Jesus had to make that decision, but He didn’t have to choose to carry it out. Throughout His ministry He could have
stepped back into heaven at any time. Even the devil knew that, as you know from Matthew 4 after Satan had failed
to tempt Jesus, God sent angels to care for Jesus. I believe Jesus could have returned to His Father right there and
then.

And again, in Matthew 17 when Jesus spoke with Elijah and Moses, He could have returned with them. He could
have avoided the cross, but not if He wanted to accomplish the longing of His Father’s heart. His Father loved the lost
children of the world and their only hope, was a perfect substitute, to take the penalty that they deserve. Jesus loved
His Father and He knew what His Father wanted.

The question is, whose will, will you choose when you enter your Gethsemane? When difficult times come, will you
choose to continue to follow God or abandon Him? Maybe you’re at work or out with your friends and they start to
tell a filthy joke and so you stay there and listen to that joke. Didn’t you just decide to do your will, instead of God’s
will?

Maybe you find yourself in bed with somebody you shouldn’t be with, and for a couple of hours of physical pleasure
you chose your will, instead of God’s will. Maybe you’re watching TV and the programme your watching is filled
with filth and swearing, and you watch it to the end. Didn’t you just decide to do your will, instead of God’s will?
Loved ones, we all have our Gethsemane’s, but the choice remains the same, my will or His will.

In pity angels beheld Him, And came from the world of light
To strengthen Him in the sorrows, He bore for my soul that night.

There is no doubt that angels helped Jesus after He had gone through real spiritually tough times. After His
temptation by the devil, Matthew 4:11 says, “Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.” In the
garden after wrestling with His decision, Luke 22:43 says, “An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened
him.”

You know we sing the song, ‘Count your blessings’, one line from the last stanza says, ‘Count your many blessings,
angels will attend.” Do we even believe angels exist? Do we really believe that angels will help us in our time of
need? Someone recently asked me if I believe in Guardian Angels? To which I answered absolutely, yes, I do.

Hebrews 1:14 “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” Who are those
who will inherit salvation? Christians. And when the Bible says that angels are ministering spirits, it means they serve
the saved, and I believe that, wholeheartedly.

Now you can ask me, if it’s possible to recognise a ‘Guardian Angel’, and I will answer No, I can’t. But that doesn’t
constitute a problem for us because on several occasions in the Old and in the New Testament people didn’t recognise
them either. And remember the recognition of God’s children is the job of the angel, since he is to minister for those
who inherit salvation. It’s not necessary for me to be able to recognise him, but he is commissioned to recognise me!
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How do angels go about their work? That’s for them to know, we’ve simply to have faith in our heavenly Father’s
promised care for His people. You see God loves us and wants us to reach heaven, and so He gives us as much
support as possible to help us get there. And the reason He gives us so much support is because our soul is precious to
Him. Which is what Charles Gabriel reminds us of next.

He took my sins and my sorrows, He made them His very own,;
He bore the burden to Calv’ry, And suffered, and died alone.

When John the baptiser stood on the banks of the river Jorden, he looked up and saw Jesus coming towards him, and
what did he say? John 1:29 “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”” John recognised Jesus as
being the sacrificial lamb of God who would eventually go to Calvary to die for our sins. 1 Corinthians 15:3 “For
what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.”

Let me ask you, did Jesus take my sins and my sorrows to the cross? Or did He take your sins and your sorrows to the
cross? Well, the answer is both, He took my sins and your sins, He took the sin of the world, He bore the sin of the
world at the cross. Listen loved ones, we will never understand the cross as something done for us until we
understand the cross was something done by us. We can’t even begin to imagine what Christ went through on the
cross for each of us.

But one thing we do know, is that He didn’t die alone as Charles Gabriel wrote. Now this idea of Jesus dying alone
on the cross comes from Matthew 27:46 ‘About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’)’

Now we could spend a whole lesson on this text but let me simply say this. To claim that God can’t look at sin is
foreign to the Scriptures because God has been looking at the sin of mankind since the fall of mankind in the garden
and has been ever since.

Hebrews 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account.” If God can’t look at sin, then surely that would imply that He can’t
bring Himself to look at mankind today, because we’re all sinners. Ask yourself, whose sin was He carrying? He was
carrying our sin, because He Himself was sinless. 1 Peter 2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.”

Hebrew 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.”

Ask yourself this question, if you were a judge, and your own innocent son heroically stepped forward at a trial to
take a criminal’s punishment upon himself, would you be angry with him and reject him? Of course not. Why would
the Father turn His back on His Son, if the Son pleased the Father in every way? Philippians 2:8 “And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

Now like I said we could spend a whole lesson just on this verse and we could get into Psalm 22. I believe that Jesus
is saying, ‘it feels like you have abandoned me’ or ‘it’s really hard in my present circumstances to feel your
closeness,” which is a very real human reaction, isn’t it?

When with the ransomed in glory His face I at last shall see,
“Twill be my joy through the ages To sing of His love for me.

A singer, song writer named Chris Rice wrote a song called, ‘Deep enough’ where he portrays himself falling into a
deep sleep and starts to dream of heaven.

And these brilliant colours I have never seen
I join a billion people for a wedding feast
And I reach out and touch the face of the One who made me
And oh, the love I feel, and oh the peace
Do I ever have to wake up?
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Aren’t you looking forward to seeing Jesus face to face? Doesn’t it just bring joy to your heart to know that one day
you’ll be able to reach out and touch His face? God sent His Son to live among us because He loves us. He was
willing to come in the flesh and die on the cross because He loves us. He died, was buried but rose again because He
loves us. He offers us the chance to choose His will over our own because He loves us. He’s offering heaven to
anyone who will obey His commands because He loves us. He wants us to go to heaven to be with Him forever
because He loves us.

This whole hymn is very personal to Charles Gabriel, notice he writes, ‘I, me, mine, my sins, my sorrow’. This was
personal and when we sing this hymn, we need to make it personal to us. And when we do, then we too can sing with
all our heart and with all our understanding.

How marvellous! How wonderful! And my song shall ever be:
How marvellous! How wonderful! Is my Saviour’s love for me!



