‘He tore down the wall of racism.’
A family of three tomatoes were walking down the street one day when the little baby tomato started lagging behind.
The big father tomato walks back to the baby tomato, stomps on her, squashing her into a red paste, and says,
‘Ketchup!’

When it comes to the subject of racism, the world has a lot of catching up to do, and sadly so do some self-
proclaimed Christians. You see, the cross is one of the most powerful symbols in history and theology. The cross not
only forever changes how man relates to God, but the cross has forever changed how men relate to each other. Today,
I want to consider the relationship of the cross to that evil called racism.

Several years ago, before he died, Billy Graham was once asked, what in your opinion, as a Christian, is the single
greatest problem in the whole world? Without hesitation, Graham responded, ‘racial division and strife’. And loved
ones, that’s still true today, because all men have a fallen. That sinful nature which we saw in Adam in the beginning,
continues to this day.

And because of that sinful nature, we still find racism all over this planet. You can’t find a spot in the world where
there isn’t a majority who won’t find a minority and oppress them if they can. You only have to look from the
Balkans to Rwanda to see how true that is. But as Christians, we shouldn’t really be surprised at that because Satan is
the prince of this world and divide and conquer has always been his game plan.

How many times have we seen politicians pleading on the TV for tolerance and asking, can’t we all just get along?
The answer to that question is no. No, we can’t get along unless everyone submits to a power and a mission that is
higher than themselves. Now we can aspire and wish and dream that mankind would get along. And we can pass laws
and promote education, but that’s never going to be enough, for one simple reason. That alone can’t change the heart
of a racist, it can’t deal with that fallen sinful nature.

It’s going to take regeneration by God to produce reconciliation among men. And that’s why as Christians we insist
to anyone who will listen, that bringing men near, is only possible because of the cross of Christ. You see, God
intended for the cross to change the world forever, because it changes the way men look at each other. God made that
very clear at Pentecost, on the day the church was established.

Could God have done anything more to make it clearer that He wanted His kingdom to be a universal kingdom, than
to give the very first church preachers the ability to speak in the different languages of all those who were present?
What more could God do, to make it clear that He wanted a kingdom of all peoples and cultures?

Colossians 3:11 “Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free,
but Christ is all, and is in all.” Paul says, in this new life our nationality or race or education or social position is
unimportant, such things mean nothing. Whether a person has Christ is what matters, and He is equally available to
all. Now that raises another question.

Has Christ been equally available to all? Has the church consistently preached to the world a new way of looking at
men? Have we been a thermostat that changes the world, or have we just been a thermometer that reflects where the
world is?

Mahatma Gandhi, the leader of 700 million Hindus, wrote in his autobiography how angry he was at the way the
class system was destroying the progress of his nation, India. During his spell in South Africa, reading the Bible
intrigued him. He thought the teachings of Jesus could change and save his nation. So, one Sunday he went along to a
church to speak to the minister about the way of salvation and learn more about Christ.

As soon as he stepped foot in the building, he was greeted by four muscular ushers. Who told him, ‘he needed to
leave immediately and if he wanted to learn more about Jesus, he should go find a church for people of his kind and
colour!” Ghandi records in his autobiography, ‘so I decided that if Christianity has class differences too, I might as
well remain a Hindu.’

You see racism is a subtle way of legalism. Racism is a subtle way of saying you need Christ plus something else to
please God. It denies the full power of the atoning blood of Christ. Anyone, who has a heart of racism or prejudice or
bigotry, has failed to understand the Gospel. Calvary marks the day the wall came down.
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Ephesians 2:11-18 “Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by
those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— remember that at that
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the
promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you
who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one
Spirit.”

You see racial tension isn’t a 21% century phenomenon. It has always existed, and it was profoundly prevalent in the
1*" century. The Jews and the Gentiles were different races and they hated each other. The Gentiles looked upon the
Jews as an inferior race and the Jews looked upon Gentiles as dogs, unfit for companionship or fellowship. And Paul
knew that into that extremely racist society, the church had to be prepared to exist and to thrive.

So, what did he do? He took them back to the cross, the cross is the answer for racism. ‘We must accept’, Paul says,
what Christ has done for all of us. That’s what he teaches them, that at the cross both Jew and Gentile receive access
to the Father and access to each other.

He insists the cross has created a new race of people, look at verse 15 again. Ephesians 2:15 “By setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the
two, thus making peace.” Paul says, by Jesus’ death, He ended the angry resentment between us, caused by the
Jewish laws which favoured the Jews and excluded the Gentiles, for He died to annul that whole system of Jewish
laws.

Then He took the two groups that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of Himself. And so, He fused
us together to become one new person, and at last there was peace. The cross has created a new race, a Christian race,
look at verse 16. Ephesians 2:16 “And in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he
put to death their hostility.”

Do you know what he’s saying? He’s saying what Pink Floyd said in a song many years ago, ‘tear down the wall!’
He’s saying what Christ said on the cross just before He died, ‘tear down the wall!” Paul says, as parts of the same
body, our anger against each other has disappeared, for both of us have been reconciled to God. And so, the feud
ended at last at the cross.

God destroyed at the cross any theological reason you have to hate anybody else. If you’re going to hate or look
down on or judge someone else, you’re going to do it against the express wish or design of God. God, at the cross,
destroyed the reason you have to hate anybody. After all, what Christ had to do to save them, is exactly what He had
to do to save you.

In John 12:21, John records that some Gentiles came to Philip and said, “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” Now, Philip
didn’t know what to do, these people are a different race. So, he goes and checks it out with Andrew, they then decide
to go to Jesus and tell him that some Greeks want to see him. John 12:23 “Jesus replied that the time had come for
him to return to his glory in heaven”.

All through the Gospels Jesus had said, ‘It’s not my time; it’s not my hour.” Then when the people of the world start
coming to Him, He says, ‘Now, it’s time.” John 12:32 “And [, when I am lifted up (the cross) from the earth, will
draw all people to myself.”

God raised a cross to make it absolutely clear what He thinks of racism. Segregated churches are a contradiction of
the Gospel. Even though there are people who want to keep it that way, segregated churches are not Biblical. It does
nothing to communicate to the world that a wall was broken down at the cross. Although it happened in some
countries, historically, the churches of Christ were against racism and segregated churches.

In 1878, a guy named David Lipscomb wrote, ‘We believe it is sinful to have two congregations in the same
community for persons of separate and distinct races. That race prejudice would cause trouble in the churches, that
we know.’
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Now the truth is, in some countries that’s not the case today, even here in the UK. But not once in New Testament
times did the apostles even suggest that separate and segregated congregations should be formed for the different
races. They always admonished the first Christians to unity, patience, love and brotherhood in Jesus Christ.

Have you ever thought about that? Why didn’t Paul or Peter say, ‘you know what? In order to help calm things down
a bit, why don’t we establish one church called ‘for Jews only’, they can meet at this house and one church ‘for
Gentiles only’, and you meet in that house’?

Or, ‘we’ll have all the people that like to eat idol meat meet at 10 o’clock. Then you’ll leave and all the people that
don’t like to eat idol meat, they can meet at 12 o’clock and no one ever gets together!” They would never say, ‘ok to
help keep the peace, you guys who believe in using one cup, meet over on this side of the street and you guys who
use multiple cups, meet over on that side of the street.’

They never did that, the answer always in Scripture was, get together and learn to love each other, show the world
what the cross has done. You see, God only sees two races. Believers and unbelievers, and for the church to operate
in any other way, is to deny that the wall has come down. Which would mean that Christ didn’t complete everything
He went to the cross to do. The cross means that we look at people in a radically new way.

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and
was raised again. So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ
in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Notice that Paul says three things about this new Christian race. 1. You have a new position. You’re not in Adam
anymore, you’re in Christ now.

2. You have a new perspective on people. We don’t look at people anymore in the old worldly ways, transformed
people don’t think in stereotypes. They say to themselves, ‘you know, before I was a Christian, that’s what [ would
have thought when I saw that person, but I don’t think like that anymore, I’ve learned to look at people in a new
way.’

3. We have a new purpose. We’re now partnering God in His work in creating more new people. We’ve been given
the message, the mission and the ministry of reconciliation.

You see, not only must we accept what Christ has done for all of us, but we must embrace what Christ wants to do
through all of us. We’ve been given a ministry, the ministry of reconciliation. Paul chose his words deliberately,
because that’s uniquely the ministry of the church. We’ve been asked by God to do something only we can do.

There are things that education can do, and Acts of Parliament can do. There are laws to prevent discrimination in
housing and employment and I’m sure that we’re all in agreement of what law and education can do. But,
government can make us live and work together, but it can’t make us love each other. That’s called reconciliation and
only the church can do that because we are plugged into the Holy Spirit.

Reconciliation is joining with God to undo the damage of Genesis 3 and Genesis 4. In Genesis 3, man shook his fist
at God and said, ‘I don’t have to keep your rules’ and he lost his fellowship with God. In Genesis 4, he said, ‘I don’t
have to love my brother.” And he lost his fellowship with his fellow man. And the rest of the Bible is God trying to
fix what happened in Genesis 3 and Genesis 4.

God is now asking you and I to join Him in that mission and that mission is reconciliation. It’s putting man back with
God and with each other. Ephesians 4:18 “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.”
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So that’s the condition of the world, but Paul says, now all of them, whether Jews or Gentiles, may come to God the
Father with the Holy Spirit’s help because of what Christ has done for us. When we get caught up in racism, we can
be sure, we have taken our eyes off Christ. If we were out there on the front lines with God, trying to save lost people.
We wouldn’t have time to care whether the person standing next to us, looked just like us or not. God wants His
children of all colours to hold hands and go out and find His lost children.

Dr. Eleanor Chestnut was a medical missionary in China. Using her own money, she built a hospital and until that
hospital was built, she performed surgery in her bathroom. One day a beggar had come to the hospital badly burned,
but no one was willing to donate skin for a graft. No one wanted to give their skin to someone who was a different
colour, especially a beggar.

The next morning another doctor was surprised to learn that the operation had been performed and they noticed that
Dr. Chestnut was limping. Later a nurse told them that Dr Chestnut, using only local anaesthetic had surgically
removed some of her own skin to save the victim’s life. They were amazed at such a sacrifice, for they couldn’t
understand why she would do that for a total stranger. In 1905, during the Boxer rebellion, a mob burst into the
hospital and murdered Eleanor and three of her colleagues.

Eleanor Chestnut understood reconciliation, and that’s something only we can do. If the church doesn’t initiate
reconciliation, who will? Schools can’t do it, governments can’t do it, even other religions can’t do it. Remember
what Jesus said in the great commission? Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.” Jesus told
His disciples to go into the entire world, He wanted disciples of every ethnic group in the world.

It’s reconciliation that’s going to get the attention of a divided and fractured world. Instead of following, we should
be setting the pace for breaking down wrongs. Walls come down when men make Jesus Lord of their lives. When |
grew up I didn’t realise how racist I was and in the UK as a whole there was a huge race problem. The very thought
of dating someone from a different ethnicity, especially anyone who was black was totally unheard of. When I grew
up it was frowned upon, it was the Jews and the Gentiles, we were taught to stay clear of each other, as if they had
some contagious disease.

In the film, Lincoln, we see America’s president struggling with the continuing carnage on the battlefield as he fights
with many inside his own cabinet on the decision to free the slaves. But there’s an interesting twist at the end of the
film, a guy named Thaddeus Stevens limps home on his club foot carrying the final bill and presents it to Lydia
Smith, his black housekeeper. They are lovers as well, and as the scene finishes, we see them both of them laying
together in bed joyfully reading the words of the Amendment.

Loved ones, the walls come down when people make Jesus Lord of their lives. We can do that in the first instance by
eliminating from our vocabulary offensive terms like the world uses for people. These words have no place in a
Christian’s vocabulary and we should challenge Christian’s who do use those words. I don’t know of any ethnic shop
or restaurant that doesn’t have a trading name on the outside of it.

Where is the difficulty in saying you’re going to the ‘Good News Store’, the ‘Jade Garden’ or the ‘Turtle Bay’
restaurant? Instead of the ‘you know what’ names.

I’ve got a good friend who is a Christian comedian and if you ever get a chance to go and see him go, he’s clean and
doesn’t tell rude or racists jokes. But it never ceases to amaze me when I watch ‘Live at the Apollo’ for example how
crude and racist some of these comedians are. Now that never ceases to amaze me, but what does amaze me is that
some Christians will go and see these people or watch them on TV. Some Christians will even send rude and racist
jokes onto their friends and other Christians because they think they’re funny.

When I was younger I used to tell the old jokes about the Scotsman, Englishman and Irishman. In those jokes the
Scotsman was always the clever one, the Englishman was always a little dumb, but the Irishman was always the
dumbest. And when I look back on those jokes, I didn’t realise how racist I was being. I never stopped to think my
jokes were at the expense of someone else and some people found them offensive.

But loved ones, I’ve learned that because of the cross, Christians shouldn’t be telling, sending or even listening to
racist jokes. It’s our mission to show the world what heaven is going to look like and if we don’t do it, who will? If
the cross doesn’t motivate reconciliation, what will? What more can God do, if the death of His own Son won’t break
down the walls around our own hearts?



5

1 John 4:10-11 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” I believe we’ve made Christianity
too complicated. Christianity isn’t simplistic, but it’s a lot simpler than we’ve made it. Essentially, God gave us two
commandments.

Mark 12:30-31 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.” The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no commandment greater than
these.” God says, love me with everything you’ve got and love your neighbour as yourself. And to do that, He gave
us two pieces of wood to motivate us, and if that doesn’t work, what will?

As Christians let’s keep tearing down the wall of racism by lifting up the cross of Christ.



