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‘He’s got the whole world in His hands.’ 

Last month we looked at Isaiah 41, a chapter which is very prophetic in nature, a chapter in which God calls for 
justice, a chapter where God tells us that Cyrus will become ruler over forty-nine countries. And we saw how God 
says in about 150 years from then, He will use Cyrus to utterly destroy every enemy of Israel. 
 
Now remember that Isaiah 40-55, speak about the return and restoration of Israel, after the exile from Babylon and 
the promised Messiah. Isaiah 40-48 is a courtroom scene where we find God calling for ‘silence’ and then 
challenging and ridiculing these so-called idols and their worshippers. Today, we’re going to look at Isaiah 45:1-13 
where we find God promising that He will deliver Israel from their enemies using Cyrus. He’s going to remind them 
that He, the only True God, has anointed Cyrus to be their deliverer. 
 
A woman’s son was at the school one day and he was acting up. The teacher called on him and asked, ‘Do you 
remember what you promised me?’ The boy said, ‘Yes, that I wouldn’t misbehave anymore.’ Then the teacher asked, 
‘And do you remember what I promised you?’ The boy responded, ‘Yes, that if I misbehaved again, I’d be sent to the 
headmaster’s office, but since I broke my promise, it’s ok if you do too.’ 
 
Aren’t we glad, that God never breaks His promises? Aren’t we glad, that He never breaks His promises even though 
we break ours to Him? As we go through these first thirteen verses we’re going to see that Isaiah is telling us that this 
is our Father’s world, and He can do whatever He wants, whenever He wants. 
 
Isaiah 45:1-3 “This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue 
nations before him and to strip kings of their Armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut. I will go 
before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. I will give 
you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, 
who summons you by name.”  
  
Now notice that God calls Cyrus ‘His anointed,’ which basically means that Cyrus had a particular anointing from 
God for his work. Now think about this, Cyrus isn’t a Jew but God was still going to use Him to bless and deliver His 
people. In fact, here He calls him ‘His anointed’, but back in Isaiah 44:28, God calls this pagan king, ‘His shepherd’, 
in other words, Cyrus is like a messiah figure. 
 
Now we may not understand God’s ways but we need to accept that God can use anyone and any method He wants 
to, whether we like them or not. God plans to raise up Cyrus the Great, the Persian conqueror, to defeat Babylon, set 
the Jewish people free, and send them home to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 
 
You see, Cyrus didn’t even know the Lord, yet God could anoint him, guide him, bless him, and use him. But loved 
ones, God knows you and you need to allow God to guide, bless and use you. If He can use this pagan king to have 
His will done, how much more will He use His own people to get His will done? 
 
The armies of the Medes and Persians, under Cyrus, conquered the city of Babylon in a remarkable way which you 
can read all about in Daniel 5 when King Belshazzar saw the writing on the wall. Daniel 5:25-28 “This is the 
inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN “Here is what these words mean: Mene: God has 
numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found 
wanting. Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
 
According to the ancient historian Herodotus, while King Belshazzar of Babylon held a reckless party, Cyrus 
conquered the city by diverting the flow of the Euphrates River into a nearby swamp. Which meant by lowering the 
level of the river, his troops could march through the water and under the river-gates. But they still wouldn’t have 
been able to enter, because the bronze gates of the inner walls had been left strangely unlocked. Why weren’t they 
locked like they unusually were? 
 
God opened the gates of the city of Babylon, He opened them for Cyrus, and put it in writing 200 years before it 
happened! Seemingly, on the night Babylon fell, Cyrus probably had no great sense of the LORD’s guidance or 
presence. He probably thought he himself was just so brilliant and so lucky. 
 
And loved ones, I believe there are times when we think like that. We succeed in something or in some area of our 
lives, but we don’t recognise that the miraculous hand of God was involved with our success. We get so busy in our 
lives, we barely stop to pray to tell Him that we recognise, He’s working in our lives. 
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Now make no mistake about how great Cyrus was, God allowed him to conquer the armies to the west of Nineveh 
and Babylon in order to make it possible for God’s people to resettle in the land of their heritage.  
 
Isaiah 45:4-7 “For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a 
title of honour, though you do not acknowledge me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no 
God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, so that from the rising of the sun to the place of 
its setting people may know there is none besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form the light and 
create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things”.  
 
Now you might think that God picked Cyrus because he was the smartest or most talented or strongest man available. 
But don’t lose sight of the big picture here, God’s focus was on His people. Cyrus was chosen in order that Israel 
might be released. Yes, he’ll have a kingdom, but only in order that God’s people may have their freedom. 
 
Cyrus wasn’t even born yet but God had work for him to do. And loved ones, we may not see it or understand it but 
behind all the junk that’s happening in the world today, there is a God who has work planned for His church to be 
getting on with. Even before the creation of the world, God has work planned for us to do. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” We must go about doing good deeds, we must take care of the helpless in our society, we must 
take that Gospel message out to the people on the street. These are the kinds of things that God prepared in advance 
for us to be doing. When God does great, ‘miraculous things’, it’s easy to believe that He is in control, isn’t it? But 
when times are hard and the trials are heavy, those are the times we need to believe it all the more.  
 
You see, God chose Cyrus with three specific purposes in mind. Firstly, that Cyrus, the most powerful king on earth, 
might acknowledge the one true God. Secondly, that Israel might benefit and continue as a separate nation by the end 
of their captivity. And finally, that the attention of all the world might be attracted, and that the unity of God might be 
revealed to all the earth. 
 
So, let me ask you, did God’s purposes for Cyrus come to be fulfilled? 2 Chronicles 36:22+23 “In the first year of 
Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of 
Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: “This is what Cyrus 
king of Persia says: ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed 
me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people among you may go up, and may the LORD 
their God be with them.” 
 
Ezra 1:1-3 “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the 
LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in 
writing: “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people among you may 
go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and 
may their God be with them.” Loved ones, when God makes a promise, He sticks to His word. He said it would 
happen here in Isaiah and He said it would happen over in Jeremiah 25:11+12 although He doesn’t mention Cyrus by 
name. 
 
Now let me say a little about God’s statement where He says, “I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity 
and create disaster.” When the Bible speaks of God creating darkness or disaster here, He isn’t saying that He is the 
creator of evil or disasters. He’s speaking of the disasters and tragedies that He brings upon those who oppose His 
purpose. In other words, He’s speaking of the distress and disaster which men experience from God as a consequence 
of their own sin. 
 
Isaiah 45:8 “You heavens above, rain down my righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. Let the earth open wide, 
let salvation spring up, let righteousness flourish with it; I, the LORD, have created it.” Notice that whatever God 
creates, He commands, and they will obey. Here, He speaks to the heavens and commands the clouds to start raining. 
The great God described in the previous passage can speak to the heavens and bring rain. And make no mistake about 
it, God can send a flood from heaven, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 
God can send His blessings from every direction. His blessings come down from the heavens and they come up from 
the earth. 
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And notice that that salvation and righteousness always spring up together. When God brings salvation to a life, He 
also brings righteousness to that life, they spring up together. God is saying that He created the natural and physical 
world but He also created the invisible, spiritual world. 
 
Are you feeling blessed church? One morning R.C. Chapman, a devout Christian, was asked how he was feeling. 
‘I’m burdened this morning!’ was his reply. But his happy expression contradicted his words. So, the man asked in 
surprise, ‘Are you really burdened, Mr. Chapman?’ ‘Yes, but it’s a wonderful burden, it’s an overabundance of 
blessings for which I cannot find enough time or words to express my gratitude!’ Seeing the puzzled look on the face 
of his friend, Chapman added with a smile, ‘I am referring to Psalm 68:19, which fully describes my condition.”  
 
Psalm 68:19 “Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour, who daily bears our burdens”. Do you know what Chapman 
is saying? He’s saying I’m too blessed to be stressed. Even when life gets tough and wearisome, God continues to 
bless us because He’s bearing our burdens daily. 
 
Isaiah 45:9+10 “Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, those who are nothing but potsherds among the 
potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ Does your work say, ‘The potter 
has no hands’? “Woe to the one who says to a father, ‘What have you begotten?’ or to a mother, ‘What have you 
brought to birth?” 
 
When we come to the realisation of Who God is, when we come to realise that He is our Maker. And knowing that 
God is the Creator of all things, should make us more cautious to try and oppose Him in any way. But it seems to me 
that we’re happy with God as long He’s doing things the way we want Him to do them. Oh, we want to grow as 
Christians, but we don’t want the pain that’s sometimes involved in our spiritual growth. 
 
But loved ones, it’s was foolish for the clay to say to Him who forms it, ‘what are you making?’ It’s also foolish to 
oppose our Creator because He is the One who made us. And please know if He made us, He can also break us. And 
whether we like it or not, because He made us, we need to accept that He knows what’s best for us. Now you can 
fight and resist God all you want, but if you want to really grow into the likeness of Christ, then you need to allow 
God to mould you into the image of His Son. 
 
I remember when I was just a little boy and one day I said to my mum, ‘Mum, my legs hurt, they have been hurting 
all day’. My mum rubbed some kind of cream on my legs and said, ‘Michael, you’re having growing pains.’ And she 
told me that ‘even though it didn’t feel good, this was part of what it means to grow’. The pain we go through is the 
cost of growth. 
 
Are you going to let God bring into your life the kinds of things that can make you strong and make you grow? Or are 
you going to fight God and get bitter? 
 
Have you ever seen someone working at the wheel, and they’ll work with that clay, and suddenly they’ll take it and 
mash it back down and they’ll pull it back up? Why are they putting pressure on that clay? They’re trying to make an 
even more perfect work, that’s what God is trying to do for us. James 1:4 “So don’t try to get out of anything 
prematurely, but let it, (the trial, the pain) let it do its work, so you become mature and well developed not deficient 
in any way”. 
 
I want to say this, if you don’t have much interest in growing as a believer, if you don’t want to have a strong faith, if 
you don’t want to have a strong character. Then you’re going to resist and fight pain. But, if your goal, is God’s goal, 
if your goal is to be a strong, developed, mature follower of Jesus, you will not waist a growing pain. Now that 
doesn’t mean that you want pain to come, but when it does come, you won’t waist it, you’ll try to grow. 
 
Now sadly there are a lot of Christians who love being Christians as long as life is good and they have no trials. But 
as soon as some trial comes along, whether it be they lose their job, or lose a loved one, they soon leave the Lord and 
fall away. Well again, that’s foolishness, it’s foolish because they have to come to the conclusion that there is no 
Creator. 
 
I love that story of an old Scottish woman who went from home to home across the countryside selling thread, 
buttons, and shoestrings. When she came to an unmarked crossroad, she would toss a stick into the air and go in the 
direction the stick pointed when it landed. 
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One day, however, she was seen tossing the stick up several times. ‘Why do you toss the stick more than once?’ 
someone asked. ‘Because,’ replied the woman, ‘it keeps pointing to the left, and I want to take the road on the right.’ 
 
The whole point of these verses is to remind us that we cannot change the eternal plan of God by following after our 
own will. The question is, whose will, are you willing to take direction from? 
 
Isaiah 45:11-13 “This is what the LORD says—the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Concerning things to come, do 
you question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands? It is I who made the earth and 
created mankind on it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; I marshalled their starry hosts. “I will raise up Cyrus 
in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a 
price or reward, says the LORD Almighty.” 
 
Over and over again, God emphasises His place as the Creator. And who in this world has the right to question Him? 
Richard Dawkins! Stephen Fry! Derren Brown! 
 
It’s kind of like the man who was about to drive over the Forth Road Bridge in Scotland. There were high winds and 
a sign that said 20 mph. But since no one else was driving across the bridge, he decided to drive at 25 mph. When he 
got to the other side a police car pulled him over and the policeman asks him, ‘what speed were you doing?’ To 
which the man replied, ‘25 mph’. The policeman asked him if he saw the warning signs, to which he replied, ‘yes’. 
The policeman asked him, ‘didn’t you read the signs?’ To which the man said, ‘yes’. The policeman asked him, ‘then 
why did you ignore the warning signs?’ To which the man said, ‘I didn’t expect to meet you on the other side!’ 
 
When we reject God as Creator, we reject the God of the Bible, and serve a God of our own imagination. And in the 
Old Testament the Creator isn’t only the One who began everything, but He’s also the One who maintains everything 
in existence, controls and guides everything. 
 
The God of all power and creation uses that power on behalf of His people. He will direct the ways of Cyrus and 
cause him to rebuild Jerusalem and release the people of God captive to a forced relocation. And Cyrus will do it, not 
for a price or a reward, but out of a conviction from God that he must do it. 
 
Ezra 6:3-5 “In the first year of King Cyrus, the king issued a decree concerning the temple of God in Jerusalem: Let 
the temple be rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices, and let its foundations be laid. It is to be sixty cubits high and 
sixty cubits wide, with three courses of large stones and one of timbers. The costs are to be paid by the royal treasury. 
Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and 
brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their places in the temple in Jerusalem; they are to be deposited in the house 
of God.” 
 
Cyrus was a humanitarian king and he allowed people to return to their own homelands. When he allowed the 
Israelites to return to Palestine, it wasn’t for the purpose of reaping tribute from them or building his own empire. It 
was for God’s plans, it was for God’s people, so that everyone could return to the One True God. 
 
Now I wished I had time to deal with the rest of the chapter which describes about how Israel’s return will actually 
cause many people to turn to God. But let me finish by bringing to your attention, the word, ‘I’. In the first thirteen 
verses it’s used 17 times, it’s used a total of 24 times just in this one chapter alone. And I’m no scholar but you don’t 
need to guess what the theme is all about in this chapter. 
 
It’s all about God and what He’s doing and what’s He’s going to do. ‘I the Lord, am sending Cyrus to deliver My 
people.’ ‘I the One True God, am going to take care of My people’s future.’ 
 
You see loved ones, this is my Father’s world, and He’s got the whole world in His hands. And if He can take care of 
His people in the past, if He can take of His people in the future. Then He’s certainly more than capable of looking 
after us today and our future too. 
 
The phone company Orange used to use a slogan that said, ‘The futures bright, the futures Orange.’ But loved ones, 
the Great I AM says, ‘the futures awesome, the futures eternal.’ 
 


