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5. ‘When you know the end of the story.’
Do you remember all the things that there were suppodebizen in the year 200&¥eryone was very nervous
about something that was supposedly going to happen when thers(8’ came up. Of course, | am referring to
what they calledthe Millennium bug:

At that time Macdonald’s had a great big sign that stbinow many burgers that particular restaurant had sottl. A
just before the ye&t00Q the number of burgers sold wa$ billion or as they said at that tini89 giga-burgersand
within a few weeks that number rolled overlt@0 GB.MacDonald’s signs however were never built with the
prospect of sellind.00 Billion burgers and so the signs only hiag numeric places. So, what happened was, whel
sold 100 billionburgers, it showe®0’ burgers sold. That was going to convince the public thatidzadd’s has
never sold a single hamburger, which would cause lack oidsnde with the consumer.

But as you remember when we ended that last millenniura there a number of doomsday scenarios, both religic
and non-religious. You couldn’t pick up a paper or go to a bookstnd not notice that a lot of people were selling
lot of books, forecasting lots of horrible things thatevgist around the corner. And there was one book called,
‘Prophecy, what does the Bible say about the end oftniel.” And when you think about the future, you have to
admit there appears a lot about the future that istiéneg.

And | didn’t know a lot about th&K2 threat and | didn’t know how serious to take that, but kow that we live in
a world where over population is a real problem. | do kn@aw\fe live in a world where there are millions thagt a
starving every day because they don’t have enough todmkriow that we live in a world where terrorism is aur
every day. | do know that we live in a world today whéseyttalk about thézone warning | do know that we live
in a world where there is a greater threat of nuckesapons in the hands of the people that make me vargds |

do know there’s a lot about the future that seems pirggtytening.

And so, it's times like this where Christians manifest of our most precious possessions, which is our hope.
And our hope is in something that we believe is comingdoatorld. Titus mentions it inTitus 2:13 “We walit for the
blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God andug§alesus ChristWe may not know what the world
is coming to but we do know Who is coming to the world. Argdviery important that we hold on to our
understanding of where history is heading, especially setdays of intense scepticism.

Now scepticism about the world and where it's headnd new. Look with me a? Peter 3:3-15 ‘Above all, you
must understand that in the last days scoffers will cac®&fing and following their own evil desires. Theyl\say,
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our aoceslied, everything goes on as it has since the beginni
of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long d&yoGod’'s word the heavens came into being and the easth v
formed out of water and by water. By these waterstaksavorld of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the
same word the present heavens and earth are resenfied, foeing kept for the day of judgment and destruction of
the ungodly. But do not forget this one thing, dear friekdigh the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow inikgdps promise, as some understand slowness. Instead
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, berygwne to come to repentance. But the day of the Lotd wil
come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with &; ithe elements will be destroyed by fire, and theheant
everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everythintl e destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought yol
to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look &dito the day of God and speed its coming. That da
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by finel the elements will melt in the heat. But in keepirip his
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and aeaeth, where righteousness dwells. So then, dead§iien
since you are looking forward to this, make every etimtie found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. Be
in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just asl@ar brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that
God gave him.’

In the very first century there was already scepticabout the future of the world as Christians predidféaat Peter
is saying there is simply this, it makes a big differehgeu know the end of the story. So, what | want tdatiay is
go back and show yaoibasics pointPeter's making about where the world is headed.

Thefirst thing he wants you to understand is thdtat seems slow is still completely under God’s an¥ou have
to admit that when you read the New Testament it's ¢ledt the early Christians thought that Jesus was going
come back very soon. And the delay of the return eiisdas passed the point they expected.
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Now what's happened since, perhaps in an attempt to déedd honour, in every century for just over 2000 year
men have tried to use prophetic text to predict the edatetthat Jesus is going to come back. And there’scd lot
that going on right now, all | can tell is that eyattempt to do this in history has proven futile and enalsamg.
When the disciples asked Jesus when He was aboutdmpltsh His kingdom, Jesus saidAnts 1:7 “It is not for
you to know the times or dates the Father has setslywn authority.’'Now we still yearn for the consummation for
the kingdom of Christ, but there are a couple of thingerPetys you've got to remember.

1. God is not bound by tim&o say that God has been waiting a long time or Goldws doesn’t connect, God isn't
affected by time2 Peter 3:&ays,A day is a thousand years and a thousand years ista @xyd.”The only way |
can illustrate that ladies is, have you ever said to lasband, how much longer is that football game going tinbe
TV? When he saysiwo more minutes’You know that means that you don’t get into the car any tiat game has
got at least another half an hour to §bere’s something like that going on in heaven, wotasdiow’ and‘delay’
and‘soon.’ They don't make any sense in heaven, because God i&cteaf by time.

The seconcthing you've got to remember about God is tHet patience is as great as His faithfulnd&sw we sing
that song,Great is thy faithfulnessWe don’'t have many songs callé@yreat is thy patience But Peter says, if
God gives you a promise and He hasn’t come yet to fulftistbecause He’s just as patient as He is faitfflaé
living Bible says i2 Peter 3:9 “He isn’t really being slow about his prowmhisgturn, even though it sometimes
seems that way, but he’s waiting for the good reasdrhth& not willing that any should perish and he is giving
more time for sinners to repent.”

What is this time that we are in before the timavimch Jesus comes back’® the time in which God is actively
redeeming the world through the Gospel of grace. You seeReer is saying is that the future belongs to God.
Now sometimes it doesn’t seem like it does becauseins like evil is having the last word all the time. BettelP
says2 Peter 3:5+6Don’'t you remember there was a time just like thishe days of Noah'ln the days of Noah, it
looked like evil had the last word but God was in control.

We know the end of the story, so we don't have to tEdfbecause the Bible sayde is the Alpha and Omegdn
other words, He writes the beginning and He writes thengnéie knows it all. My God right now knows what |
preached a year ago this week, | don't remember. And Hekndat | am going to be preaching a year from now
this week, | have no idea, He’s the beginning and the enkénéies the last funeral you ever attended and He kno
the next ten funerals you will attend. He knows wholdlse person who was voted for as Prime Minister in this
country and He knows who the next person who will ®ed as Prime Minister of this country. He knows s |
time Aston Villa won a football game and He knows whesus is coming back. He is the Alpha and He is the
Omega, He is in control. History isn’t an unendingleirbistory is on a course for a divinely appointed end, the
triumph of Jesus Christ.

Theseconcthing Peter is trying to teach us is tha Scriptures show us enough about the future to keep hope a
The fact that God hasn’t revealed all the details atheututure doesn’t mean that we need to worry aboutpiser
ending. The promise of Jesus return is as clear astaaypromise in the New Testament.

1 Peter 1:13ays, Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-colgdplset your hope fully on the grace to b
given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

Hebrews 9:2&ays,"So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the dimsamy people; and he will appear a secon
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to thwke are waiting for him.Now | want you to notice that the New
Testament ties this promise of God'’s ultimate triumpér @vil, with the event that will accomplish contely in
history. In other words, we don’'t have to wonder if Gadfsnate victory is in question. We've already seen the
future, you might askihen did we see it?Ve saw the future in the death and resurrection of J&isust.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “Brothers, we do not want you to beaighabout those who fall asleep, or to grieve like
the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe tisaisJ#ied and rose again and so we believe that Godringdl b
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. Aliogrto the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who stiié
alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, willrtainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. eolcaind,
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud commanith) the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise firstt&fthat, we who are still alive and are left will might up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord inaiheAnd so, we will be with the Lord forever. Thiene
encourage each other with these words.”
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You see what God has done, makes it really clear tdhas Me is going to do. Peter saidlifreter 1:3 “Praise be to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In histgneacy, he has given us new birth into a living hopetitjho
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de8a,”our confidence in what God is going to do is groundechat He
has done.

That’s one reason why, in order to keep our hope atigesary, very important that we don’'t miss our famimgal.
You see we have a meal that we get together every Stmtiake and the reason we take it, is to remember what
God has done, so that our hope will stay alive about Wh&t going to do. Paul said inCorinthians 11:26 “For
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaitottees death until he comesSb, we draw on the
past, to remember the future and every meal around Hisreahiads us that His victorious return is nearer.

And thelastthing Peter wants us to remember is thisy what we know about the future, that should impat th
presentNow a lot of people in the years ahead are going tartdytell you when Jesus is coming back. But the Ne
Testament doesn’t focus arhenquestions, it focuses drow questions. Notvhenwill He come back bubow

should you live if you believe He’s coming back. The Message saysHeter 3:11, “Since everything here today,
might well be gone tomorrow, do you see, how esddahigto live a holy live?”

We’'re to live by the values of the kingdom we’re soomteerit. Now when the Lord comes back the Bible shgs t
He is going to find a largely unexpected world. But not us, weldh’t be surprised, we should be living according
to the future that we have already seen, for us teaesénse in that the future is now. NowiheenturyChristians
lived that way, they lived looking to the end. | hear petgilea lot about restoring the church of flfecentury,|

think we have done a better job of restoring the chufthe®" century Because by the"® centurythe church was
losing this viewpoint of the end and we're much more lika tiurch, than the church of thécentury

| think we have lost this viewpoint, which is so crititalbe the kind of Christians that God wants us to be. némal
to understand something loved ones, you don’t choose the gr@exrtd. You choose, your response to that day by
the way you live this dayVhat difference should it make if you know the end efdtorydet me give yolb
differencest will make.

1. We should recognise the trivial stuff for what it ie&. If we had a view of life that said,am going to see
everything through the lens of the future, that | knowie’'swe would see the trivial stuff for what it really isn
sure that you have had times in you're your life, wiyene got a word that made everything else seem trivial.

Maybe you were having one of those days at work wheregténmeg else just seemed so good, and everything was
nice and then you get a phone call from your wife andake she has just got her x-rays back and there’s apots
over her lungsAnd suddenly all that stuff that brought you so much joy, saeimal.

Or maybe you are having a lousy day at work and everythingng geong, and you get a phone call from your
wife and after years of trying, she has just got back ftmrdoctor and sayshe is pregnantAgain, all this stuff
that seemed so frustrating becomes trivial.

Now | am going to share with ydaur wordsand theséour wordsought to make most of what gets us so upset se
trivial. “The Lord is coming.Put that on your mirror in the bathroom, put that oarygieering wheel, put that on
your wallet."The Lord is coming.How small those words ought to make most worldly affaens

Some people get so worked up and so do some churches abgsithist matter so little in view of the end. People
are the only things that are going to last for eteréityd the end of the story demands that we declar®wgaity to a
higher vision of life. We should recognise the trivial fehat it really is.

2. If we had a viewpoint of the end, we should prioritise people who are truly pilgrimghave travelled a little
and been to a couple of airports but | have got to tell ybayen't cared how the airport was decorated. | In@ver
noticed how the airport was decorated, because | walamhing to stay there, the airport has never been mly fina
destination.

Why do you not take a lot with you when you go for a walk®@ don’t take a microwave, you don't take your CD
player, and you don't take all the stuff you think is sseesial at homeéwWhy? Because you're not planning to stay
there. Now we should live like people who have anotiteenship.
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Philippians 3:19+20 “Their destiny is destruction, their goties tstomach, and their glory is in their shame.iiThe
mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaver we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lordsles
Christ.”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 “Command those who are rich in this presert not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hopea Gvho richly provides us with everything for our enjoymen
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, andgenaeous and willing to share. In this way, they will
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation nctfming age, so that they may take hold of the lifeisha
truly life.” We’re supposed to remember that all material things apemlsble, we are pilgrims and we should trav
light. Now if we really believe in the end that thédisays is coming, we need to remember that.

3. I think we would harmonise our walk with our ta¥fou know that a wife who is flirting with other mennist

eager for her absent husband to come home. And thedfr@erist, if she’s not being as pure as she needs,to b
doesn't think much about the coming of Jesus. When youtheasecond coming passages in the New Testament
they’re almost always followed by commands to godlynivand to holiness. Knowing the end of the story ought ti
give us moral stamina.

| heard a story about a preacher who was at collegéhanel was two weeks out of the year that he was doitny
and clean his room, and those two weeks were the onlyweeés of the year where there was a good chance that
mother might come. And he kept that room clean becaus&egp your place clean in direct proportion into how
much you honour the person comihipw the Bible says if you really honour the bridegroohots coming, the
brides will stay pure.

1 John 3:1+Zays,Dear friends, now we are children of God, and whatwiebe has not yet been made known.
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like himwéoshall see him as he is. Everyone who has tipe ho
him purifies himself, just as he is pur®he writer said;We ought to live like he rose this morning and like he’s
coming back tonight.’

4. We should utilise the time we do have as a precioud gglad an article where an astronaut was preparing to gc
the moon was being interviewed. They asked him how heyoiag to get off the moon. He saitlyell, we've got to
get back into that module, fire that rocket and connétttive module that’s orbiting the mooithey said;What if
those rockets don't freMe said, Then were stuck.They said;How much oxygen will you have leftHe said,
‘about six hours.They said;What are you going to do for those 6 houtd®@ said,I'm going to try and fix those
rockets.’

You see loved ones, when time is short, prioritiectgetfied. Now listen loved ones, the reality is timg only have
a limited amount of time. Whether Jesus comes backrififetime or not, we have a limited amount of tindée’re
reminded of this everyday, every time you have a funeraicge Time is so limited and that’s why it's so precious
and ought to be used with such stewardship.

When Jesus ascended the Bible saysciis 1:9+10 “He was taken up before their very eyes, aroua hid him
from their sight. They were looking intently up into 8lg/ as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they sawdhy do you stand here looking into the sky?”

Now let me say that is one of the most unfair questgonangel has ever asked. | know what | would be doing if |
saw Jesus going up into the sky. But noficés 1:11 it says, This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seeighiinto heavenNow he was saying to therm,isten,

don’t spend your life looking up into the sky, that’'s nottvzod wants you to do with the time you have.”

Do you believe that Jesus is comir@@od, don’t spend your time looking up into the sky, spend time looking
for opportunities to partner with God and getting the savingagesout to people. When the Master returns, He
wants to find that His servants are serving, so utj@ae time.

And now finally,if we really believe that He is coming again, thensheuld visualise our trials through the lens of
hope.Jesus’ victory is sure but we must endure suffering ungilkditigdom is fully accomplished. Now knowing the
end of the story doesn’t erase all pain, but it doesugva kind of leverage on it. If the Gospel is true, thercan
experience an unquenchable courage and even freedom irdgteofririals. Paul says iRomans 8:18 “I consider
that our present sufferings are not worth comparing thighglory that will be revealed in us.”
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We don't grieve like people who have no hope because we #mend of the story. We have an anchor, we have
anchor tied to the past that Satan cannot overcomaeshtbta future that Satan cannot overturn and thatangsh
our hope.

There was a man teaching a kid’s camp one time andfdmne students asked hinthe Bible says when Jesus
comes back there’s going to be a load shout, what isihg gmshout?And the teacher said,don’t know but |
think 1 would guess the wor&nough’. ‘Enough suffering, enough injustice, enough tears, enoudh,d@ugh.’

Now that’s the end of the story, but it's essentiat the hold on to what God has revealed. It's our hopgeoar of
the reasons we gather around the Lord’s table every iwdmcause God saysknow in a world where there are a
lot of sceptics, where there is a lot of sufferint, éasy to give up, | want you to remember what | did orctbss, |

want you to remember what | did at the tomb because whesay that, you saw a glimpse of the future, so hold
on.’



