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4. ‘Here comes the Judge.’
Do you know people who have a job where their warninggygeted”aybe you used to have a job where it was
your responsibility is to warn people but they don't listeaople who are teachers will know what I'm talkithgat,
people who are parents will know what I’'m talking about.

| think probably the person that comes to my mind the mhostgh is a stewardegsow many of us have got on a
plane and what does a stewardess have to do befdeaveShe’s got to go through a speech to tell us how to be
prepared in case the end is n&&ho listens to that speech? How many times does she@gaththis and look at a
sea of people with their heads in the newspaper and magéxing their luggage, eating a snack, paying absolute
no attention to herAnd | wonder on those rare occasions when the plasé¢rbuble does someone sayhat did she
say?’

You see | think preachers feel that way, particularlgmtve address the subject of judgment. You see many
preachers today don’t even preach on judgement anymore bdhayse afraid they will get labelled. A few years
ago, the phrasdjre and brimstone preachewas used and | don'’t think it was used in a good sense amt kliak
it was the label most preachers wanted.

It's hard to know how to deal with the subject of judgem#ryou preach on it once a year, some people ajll s
‘that’s not enough.And if you preach on it once every ten years, some pestlilsay,‘'well, that’s too much.The
fact is though, you can't treat Scripture honestly and emignise that judgement is a big theimebrews 9:2'&ays,
“Just as man is destined to die once, and after thatégddgment.”

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgneamto$ Christ, that each one may receive what is di
him for the things done while in the body, whether goobad.”

You see the angels shouted just before Jesus wasHmmgcomes the SaviouBut now we are waiting for the
angels to shouthere comes the judge.’

Now | want to begin with a principal that | think is ydyasic. And it’s not just on the subject of judgementdisd

on any Bible doctrine. You need ask this questidmt did Jesus teach? fact, we must take judgment as seriously
as Jesus does. If Jesus doesn’t talk much about judgehsmtye shouldn’t talk much about it. If it’s an imgort
part of His theology, it should be an important pawftheology.

Because when it comes to the topic of judgment, thiis't a popular doctrine, people don’'t want to heautibo
The issue isgid Jesus put emphasis onlhthe Gospel of Matthewthey havel48 paragraphs or stories the
teachings of Jesus. Of thoké3, 60have something to do with the subject of judgem@ner half of the parablesf
Jesus deal or relate to God's eternal judgement of sifBenseone once said that the judgement is the second mc
important teaching of Jesus.

Now you may not agree with that but you can’t disagrek thi¢ fact that Jesus frequently talked about coming
judgementMatthew 11:24 “But | tell you that it will be more beamlidbr Sodom on the Day of Judgment than for
you.”

Matthew 12:36 “But | tell you that men will have to give @got on the Day of Judgment for every careless word
they have spoken.”

Matthew 12:41 “The men of Nineveh will stand up at the jueginwith this generation and condemn it; for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greateldhah is here.”

You see from the beginning God has constructed world figtbin a split ending in view. And if judgement is a fact
and if Jesus spoke much about it, then it's not lovin@fteacher to neglect it. The judge is coming, He came as
Saviour, He’s coming as judg&nd what is He going to judgd®e tells us inLuke 18:8 “When the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on the earthPhat’s what He’s going to look for, that’s what the Judggoing to examine.
Will He find faith?

What we’re going to do this morning is look3aparablesin the last part of Jesus teaching before His death.
Three that talk specifically about the end, about Hisrneng and in alB parablethere was a judging that was done
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| think we'll learn what kind of faith He’s looking foBo, look at the ' parablewith me.Matthew 25:1-13 “At that
time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins whok their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Fivi
of them were foolish and five were wise. The foobsies took their lamps but did not take any oil with théhe
wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamphe bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all
became drowsy and fell asleep. “At midnight, the cngraut: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. Twdish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of yoljr oi
our lamps are going out.” “No,’ they replied, ‘there nmg be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those w
sell oil and buy some for yourselves.” “But while thegreson their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrivigte
virgins who were ready went in with him to the weddingdaset. And the door was shut. Later the others also can
‘Sir! Sir!"” they said. ‘Open the door for us! ‘But hepiesd, ‘I tell you the truth, | don’t know you.’ “Thereife, keep
watch, because you do not know the day or the hour”.

Now obviously we can do a whole sermon just on thadlpgaror each of theseparablesso what I'm going to do is
just give one basic point from each. Now notice,all ¥irgins have a lot in common in this story. Theyagd!
invited to the wedding, they are all eager to see tlike@proom and they all know he’s coming but none of them
know when.

So, what's the differencé®ell the difference is the wise virgins were preparedafpossible extended wait. They
had oil for the long haul, which I believe, represdaith. You see, anybody could look anxiously for JesugHe
short term, but Jesus saidn looking for a faith that is a marathon faithcénot just a faith for the sprintYou see,
it's the believer’s responsibility to build up a faithat is his own faith, his own personal faith, a falitat cannot be
shaken.

In fact, real faith stresses personal preparednesh.i§@t something you can borrow from another persbemthe
judge arrives, you can't live on somebody else’s spirtapital. When the judge returns there will be ‘pes, my
grandfather was an elder, my daddy preached for 50 yagnsium was one of the godliest women you ever knew
There will not be any borrowing someone else’s faiilitat day, you're going to be judged for how you waited, Nnc
somebody else.

Do you remember Simeorhe Bible says thatSimeon was waiting eagerly, looking forward to the gatigeof
Israel.” And the word that they use for himaiting eagerly’is the word that is used in the Bible for how we are
supposed to wait for Jesus. It's the word usddiike 12:35+36vhere it says,Be dressed, ready for service and
keep your lamp burning like men waiting for their master tornefrom a wedding banquet, so that when he come:
and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.”

The word is used i@ Peter 3:11+12 “You ought to live holy and godly lives as yol foovard to the day of God
and speed its comingThere a sense in which we are all waiting, everybodwgising whether they know or not for
Jesus to come back but some are waiting forwardly. Soendoing what it takes to be prepared for a forward wait

There was a woman who went to the hospital for surgedythe surgeons were doing to biopsy to see if she had
cancer. Now her husband had to wait where the surgergomg on. And his wait was a long wait, longer than he
expected, but he waited forwardly. He took a book to bed&dhe didn’t think about going back to his job to get som
work done and then go back. When he was hungry, hetowvemnte of those machines which give you food. He didn
leave and then come back to see if the doctors wérim stiere. No, he was waiting for the doctor and gtene
someone moved, his head went up. He was waiting forwamdthat doctor. And he wasn't going to let anything
else distract him from the business of waiting well.

Now that’'s what the Bible says people of faith dotfair Lord. But nobody can wait forwardly for you, besa the
Bible says irRomans 14:12 “So then, each of us will give an accountegéif to God.”Accepting an invitation to
the wedding doesn’t assure participation in it. Judgemenisdgying to reveal that even though some people gave
the appearance of caring about the wedding. They wédaetifar too distracted by concerns and pressures to rem:
focused on the return of the bridegroom.

Now that doesn’t mean that forward waiters arewdé¢chers. It doesn’t mean we just sit around with ondian

our pockets just looking up at the sky, that’s the sestmy. Matthew 25:14-30 “Again, it will be like a man going
on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted hiegyato them. To one he gave five talents of money, to
another two talents, and to another one talent, @ambrding to his ability. Then he went on his journey. maa

who had received the five talents went at once and pumdney to work and gained five more. So also, the one w
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the two talents gained two more. But the man who hagluwed the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground ar
hid his master's money. “After a long time, the mastéhase servants returned and settled accounts with thieen
man who had received the five talents brought the otver‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five téaden
See, | have gained five more.’ “His master replied, Mlehe, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; | will put you in charge of many thin@ame and share your master’s happiness!” The man wit
the two talents also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘youusteéd me with two talents; see, | have gained two mes’
master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! Yauehbeen faithful with a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master's haghifidnen the man who had received the one talent
came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard,rharvesting where you have not sown and gathering wher
you have not scattered seed. So, | was afraid and weahdunid your talent in the ground. See, here is whahgslo
to you.’ ‘His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant), ou knew that | harvest where | have not sown and
gather where | have not scattered seed? Well then hguldshave put my money on deposit with the bankers, so
that when I returned | would have received it back witargst. “Take the talent from him and give it to the amo
has the ten talents. For everyone who has will bengnere, and he will have an abundance. Whoever dodsamef
even what he has will be taken from him. And throw thaithless servant outside, into the darkness, where the
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Now | want to begin with the point that’s often midse this parable. | want you to notice that each semwast

given a blessing, not a single one left the masteésqguce with empty pockets. Notice this also, it wasniteydhat
they had earned, it was money given at the master’s gleadure. In other words, this story begins by reminding t
of God’s generous grace. God isn’t going to require anything ér@that He hasn't first freely given us.

Let me share with you the first half of a senter@ someone once saiGrace precedes work, if you forget that
you become a legalistHere the second half\nd grace precedes works, if you forget that, you developps
discipleship.’

God didn’t bring us into His kingdom to at least get saved,we%e saved from sin but we’re saved for service. At
here’s the point, real faith expresses gratitude foregriaaith takes God'’s gifts of grace and uses them to &xpre
gratitude for the undeserved privilege of getting to live erttaster’'s household with all of His blessings at our
disposal. The judge is going to be looking for a faith thgs sthank you.’

| heard a story aboutbraham Lincolrwho was one of the busiest men who ever lived. Anddayehis old woman
went to the Whitehouse and asked to see the presidenttaitiéyncoln what was going on and so he saad,her
come in’and so she came in and he saidhat can | do for you?And she said;Nothing, | heard that that these
cookies were your favourite, so | thought I would just bakes@me and bring them to youhey said Lincoln
began to cry, and said through his tedfisi\dam, you have no idea how many people come to me eweeygecting
something, and you’re the first person who ever canggveome something.’

| wonder if the heart of the One who runs the univésts the same way? Where people come to Him and say,
‘thank you God for letting me live in your house, thank yor letting me be on your property, thank you for ladide
gifts you pour out on me, thank you for all the blessiagmy disposal, thank you and here is my gift to yowhat
you've done.The Judge is going to thank the faith of people that'Sank you.’

The Bible says itMatthew 16:27 “For the Son of Man is going to come inHaither's glory with his angels, and thet
he will reward each person according to what he has’dblosv Jesus saysjow if you are faithful for me in a few
things, I’'m going to give you the responsibility over manygisiwhen | come back.’

Heaven isn’t going to be a bunch of people floating arolengy harps, heaven is going to be the receiving of
responsibility to serve the Master. And Jesus says, if you have been faithful in a few things, I'm goinggive
you responsibility over many things when | conBut on that same day He’s going to expose laziness antiideat
of those who looked for cheap grace.

And they aren’t going to be condemned because theytdidae somebody else’s gift but because they didmibto
their master by making the most of their own. God’sgwhg to be upset with those who don’t preach, whom He
didn’t give the gift of preaching. But God is going to be fraigtd with those, whether they have 5 talents oribne,
they bury it.
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You know it's amazing, when we tell the story it's alwdlie people with the 5 talents who end up being the bad
guys. But in this story God saydp you know what’s hurting my kingdom, what’s hurting my kingdis all the one
talent people who aren’t servindt’s amazing what God can do with a one-talent heattightotally dedicated.

There was a man who served as a councillor at camgeaneand there was a boy at camp named Billy and IBaidly
cerebral palsy. He had a very difficult speech impedinand it bothered the man that the other kids would nake -
or mock Billy. It really bothered him one night whenytheere doing their evening devotional and the kids elected
Billy because they wanted to enjoy the sight of watchingtalk. It took Billy 3 minutes to talk and he only had 7
seven words. He said with much effodgsus loves me and | love Je&rd when his sermon was
over, everybody in that room began to cry and manydade their life to Christ. And when that councillor goe
visiting places years later, he gets people saying to'fim,don’t remember me but | gave my life to Christ that
night Billy spoke at camp.’

Isn’t it amazing what God can do with just a few loafd aust a few fishes if they are given to Hivi@u see the
Bible says inL Corinthians 15that wonderful chapter about the resurrection, h@warve going to get our new bodies
when the judge return&.Corinthians 15:58 “My dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothiogeryou. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because yoovkithat your labour in the Lord is not in vain.”

And do you know the labour that’s going to matter the moék&?labour of love. Let’s read the next stdviatthew
25:31-46 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and alktigels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenl
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, aedaill separate the people one from another as a sheph
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the simeleis right and the goats on his left. Then the Kindjsay

to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by atlgdf; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for yc
since the creation of the world. For | was hungry andgave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited meneetled clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and yo
looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit fiteen the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did w
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you songgetbidrink? When did we see you a stranger and invit
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we/@e sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will
reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for ookthe least of these brothers of mine, you did for fiiden he

will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, youondre cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the dedilhis
angels. For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eas thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a
stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clotheyandlid not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you
did not look after me.” They also will answer, ‘Lomdhen did we see you hungry or thirsty or a strangeeeding
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ \ii& reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did hdo for

one of the least of these, you did not do for me. € they will go away to eternal punishment, but theteighs to
eternal life.”

Now this is the last story of Jesus’ teaching migjsind this insight into the final judgment mustn’t besadSo,
what have we learned so falé&sus said)Vhen the Son of man comes back he’s going to be lookintaith.” He’s
going to be looking for faith that was steady for thagltvaul. He’s going to be looking for faith that actyvel
attempts to increase the master’s kingdom assets.

And how is that donePhethird thing we learn, that matters most of all to the Ma#, serving peopleReal faith
posses a heart for others, faith becomes love oitsls®t real faith. In every one of these storiesre is a big
surprise when the Master returns. Judgement day is gobegyftdl of surprises. | think one of the things that i;\go
to surprise most people is the things that they thought seeiraportant. The things they fought about, the thihgs t
split churches all over the place, didn’t matter mucthe judge.

Because the judge taught there’s basicalip mmandmentde says;you’re making it way to hard people, it's not
that hard, two things I’'m looking for.” ‘Love God witll gou’ve got and love His children tooY'ou see you can't
keep thel® commandmentif you don’t keep th€" commandment.

1 John 4:19-21 “We love because he first loved us. If anyorse 4dgve God," yet hates his brother, he is a Far
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has saenot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has giv
us this command: Whoever loves God must also love bthdar.”

| want you to noticéwo very critical observations about judgement according to Jésugat the judge expects is
within the reach of everyone.
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The sheep did what every man can do, their labounefdadn’t require a vast amount of money. Their labour of
love didn’t require a lot of theological instructions. Diagay, ‘I'm not a five-talent man, so | can’t do that.’
Everything the judge wants to see most, is something evesgmpe this room can do.

They didn’t perform big miracles, notice, He didn’t sgpu healed the sickHe didn't say,you freed the
prisoners.He didn’'t say,you’ll stop world hunger.He said,'you visited sick people, you went to a few jails, you
shared your foodlIt wasn't big miracles, it was little ministries thae can all do.

1 John 3:17+18 “If anyone has material possessions and sd@sthier in need but has no pity on him, how can th
love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not lovehwiords or tongue but with actions and in trutfhiefirst
thing the Judge is going to look for is something everyonelcan

2. Those who the Judge called ‘good’ were quite aware of gloeidnessThey didn’t do their labour of love to be
seen by men, and that’s the difference between livinigibly and a legalist. A legalist can always tell youawtheir
acts of goodness are, they keep a record of it. Thegdepseren’t keeping records, this wasn’'t done for méhis
was just the unconscious outflow of the heart thed shanged by the Master’s grace. And even though they did
know it, every act of kindness they did to another &mfpeing, the Master received as a gift to Himself.

Now some day the whole world is going to understand whatewalked about. The whole world is going to
understand that what they thought was important, waspoitant, but we can understand now. We have insight
now into what the whole world is going to find out th@m that day, a lot of people are going to be shocked,
including many believers, to find out that what they thougattered didn’'t and what they didn’t think mattered
does. They are finally going to find out what Paul sai@amatians 5:6 “The only thing that counts is faith expregsi
itself through love.”

You see the best way to wait forwardly for Jesus msstoyourself every dajwhat am | doing for people that cannot
pay me back?The thing about waiting for Jesus to come back is thaton& Have to wait to serve Him, we can
serve Him right now by doing for people that can't papask. | said at the start that there are people whe thev
job of warning people.

So, what are we going to do with Jesus’ warnihélieve taking judgment seriously means taking Jesus shrious
now. So today is your day to make that judgement, but Bthlke is right, tomorrow is His day to make the
judgement.



