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3. ‘Sign language’. Part 2
Our Scripture reading today watthew 24:1-35s0 please keep your Bible open to that passage. And | know t
is a lengthy passage but the only way to understand texréabing the whole text. The last time we were togeth
| shared with youwo argument@about some people’s beliefs about Jesus’ return iticele Matthew 24:1-35.

And we said that the sign eventshdditthew 24:1-3%as already been fulfilled. We looked at what thatdyor
‘generations’'means and | said that Jesus is saymgrything that he has just told the people, is going to happer
going to happen in that generation’s life time.’

We also said that what Jesus is doing in this chaptepreaicting the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem b
theRomans in AD70And we talked about howosephusvrites about the things that happened when the city wa
surrounded, and it was so abominable. One million Jews eWgribsh their lives, the Romans came in and literall
like Jesus saidihe gold in the temple was burned and melted into thekeral' hey took stone by stone of the
temple and the city apart and then they totally blazegkce. And Josephus sdidhen they were through, you
couldn’t believe that anybody had ever lived theBait the Christians according Eusebiuswhen they saw that
army, they remembered Jesus’ words and they ran quigklgfadown and were saved.

This morning | want to share with yaune more argumeirthat people put forward when it comes to this chapter &
its fulfilment. A lot of people will saywell obviously this is a part of what it means, he wesdicting the fall of
Jerusalem, some of these things have been fulfilkd.we say;all of the signs have been fulfilled, and how can
that be because there are some signs that seem hktherdecond coming could answer them.’

And that is my3'¥ argumentthe sign language in these verses are actually Oldmest judgement language.
Jesus is using a language which some call apocalyptic aag wery familiar to students of the Old Testament.
We’re not familiar with it because we are Gentiled ao sometimes we think they are talking abousttw®nd
comingwhen they aren’t necessarily doing so.

For example, in apocalyptical language you often announciggiment by saying the whole cosmic structure, sut
moon, stars, were going to be shaken. In fact, thatjust an Old Testament way of saying God was about te juc
a nation. I'm going to give yothree examples.

Isaiah 13:1Ghis is a judgement against Babyl6nhe stars of heaven and their constellations witlstow their
light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon witlgige its light.”Now that’s not to be interpreted literally,
that is a figure of that particular style of writingys®gy that God is going to judge Babylon.

In Isaiah 34:4you have a judgement against EdOAl the stars of the heavens will be dissolved andgkerolled
up like a scroll; all the starry host will fall likeitiered leaves from the vine, like shrivelled figs from tig tree.”

In Ezekiel 32:7+8you find a judgement against Egypt/hen | snuff you out, | will cover the heavens and darke
their stars; | will cover the sun with a cloud, and ti@on will not give its light. All the shining lights the
heavens | will darken over you; | will bring darkness oyaur land, declares the Sovereign LORD.”

Now what I'm saying is, when a Jew heard language likeestérs are going to be darkened, the moon is going tt
to dark, the sun is going to fall. When they heard talktlikee, they didn’t think;end of the world, they thought,
‘what nation is God judging nowZnd when Jesus uses that kind of language in His sernes shlying that God
is sending judgement on Israel. Just like He did on Egyst like He did on Edom and Babylon.

People saywell what aboutverse 3@’ Matthew 24:30 “The son of man is going to come on the clotitise sky.”
Again, I'm going to say that’s judgement language. Let me givean example frorsaiah 19:1 “An oracle
concerning Egypt: See, the LORD rides on a swift cloudisndming to Egypt. The idols of Egypt tremble before
him, and the hearts of the Egyptians melt within them.”

Remember Jesus said|l these things will happen in this generatiolVhat | believe He did was, He used the
judgement language that the Jews understood to sajathispse things that have happened to Babylon, all thos
things that have happened to Egypt and Edom, now its Israel’slufact, look atMatthew 26:641 used to think
this referred to theecond comin@f Christ but I'm not too sure nolRemember when Jesus was before Caiapha
the high priest in trial and Caiaphas saysu tell me if you are the Son of God?’
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And Jesus says thisyes, it is as you say,” “But | say to all of you: tine future, you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and cominghenclouds of heavenNow is that a reference to the
second comingRotice it says,He’s sitting, at the right handlt doesn’t say He’s standing or riding a horse, He’s
sitting. | think what Jesus is saying theré'@iaphas, this day you are my judge, you and your peopladyig
me, but the day is coming and you are going to see it, Wumesitting at the right hand of God and I'm sending my
judgement to you.And Caiaphas’ generation saw that prophecy come true.

In this text Jesus is bringing the news of the passimg@fera and the establishment of another in whichltng g
of God isn’t going to be in the temple made by hands anynYane see, we’re so far removed from this text at thit
time, we don’t understand why this text is so importanthe * century world before you could ever preach the
Gospel of Jesus, you had to explain what happened #. Isra

Why is it the dispensation of Israel, the way that @odorking? What is all this, Gentiles are includethm
kingdom? What is all this, Messiah has come and thagifeed Him but He rose agairYbu had to explain that
God had ended an era and judged Israel and now the kingdomgstgdie made up of the elect of every nation.
Because most Jews saw the end of the temple, asdref ¢he world.

Jesus is using the language that they understood and Heyinggd explain to thenilisten the destruction of
Jerusalem, is really the work of GodVhat Jesus was trying to prepare the church for wasgbisething is about
to happen in about 40 years that going to shake your whdddly city is going to be wiped out, the temple is
going to be gone but God is behind it, God is doing it andi§&wmdcontrol.’

Let me share with yo8 points. 1. Many of the signs that people use to pretiscteturn are not signs at df
troubled times people are very eagerly looking to thessof the last days. | believe we have been inastedays
ever since the coming of Jesus.Altts 2:17Peter said;In these last days.Ih Hebrews 1:1+4t says,"God used to
speak to the prophets but in these last days he spealglihris son.”

We’'re in the last days, but people talk about all the weatsare going, but these wars haven’t been any wioase
they have before. Famines aren’t new, famine was redandects 11, and there were famines before the
destruction of Jerusalem, earthquakes aren’t new things.

Now you need to be very careful that you aren’t convincealllifiese signs that people are talking about that
proves the very end is near. These things have beegp goisince the days of creation and they will contilaugat
on until Jesus returns. When people get into an endhefftenzy, they hunger for someone who will stand up an
say,‘l can make sense out of it.’

Now Jesus said before the fall of Jerusalem peoplgaang to do that. They are going to stand up, and Hesaid i
Matthew 24:24, “For false messiahs and false prophetappkkar and perform great signs and wonders to decei
if possible, even the electAnd they are going to sajyl,ve got it all figured out, come follow me and I'll @lain it

all to you.” Jesus says be careful about that, be suspicious of glapleave inside information about the end tha
the rest of the church doesn't have.

There was man who had two boys and one of them waks7aged the other was aged 4. And he put them to bed
one night and he was telling them about how when Jesusschack, it will be like a thief in the night. You ske t
week before the little 7-year-old had his bicycle stdédem the garage during the night time. So, he shldyv
Patrick, you know how that guy came in the night and \@a'tlknow he was coming, or we would have closed tr
garage door, so he came in and stole your bicycle, thasisitmiill be like.” So, the little 7-year-old boy sat up in
bed and his eyes got big and he s&dd, it could be the end of the world&nd his little 4-year-old brother said,
‘No Patrick, it’s just the end of your bicycle.’

So that’s one practical application | want you to undadsthbelieve with all my heart that Jesus is goingame
back, bodily, visibly. The return of Jesus is sure, wimatsaying is, don’t be deceived by people that can regtssi
and start setting dates for when it’s going to happen.

2. The main sign of His return is the absence sf@u see, | think He shifts gears startingiatthew 24:361In
verses 1-3%e keeps talking about ithose daysbut fromverse36 and following, He starts talking aboftitat

day.” And in the New Testament, any time you talk abth#t day singular day, the day, it’s talking about the da
that Jesus returns.
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And from this point on througllatthew 25Jesus discusses the end of the age. And notice howedtifthis section
is from the first. Let me explain, look &tatthew 24:36-39 “No one knows about that day or hour, not ghee
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fathett.was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the aogrof the
Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, peo@esveating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, u
to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing alb@t would happen until the flood came and took
them all away. That is how it will be at the comoighe Son of Man.”

You see Jesus didn’t sdy,he days before | come, there is going to be turmbd\ger the world, there will be
famine and distressHe said,"Do you know what is going to characterise the world tefacome back? Normal
things, people are going to be planting their fields, peapl@aing to be planning weddings, they will never
notice.”

And if you know someone who is getting married soon,ighatsure sign that Jesus is coming. The only signéetf:
the flood was the preaching of Noah. And you know it's nming to have a wedding or to plan a party, that’'s not
what He’s saying. What He’s saying ‘i$he tragedy is going to be that when God comes backwaatlis going to
characterise the world is an exceeding casual wofiad’'the only warning the world is going to get is the witness
of the church.

Look atMatthew 24:42-44 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not @dnavhat day your Lord will come. But
understand this: If the owner of the house had knowrhat time of night the thief was coming, he would have
kept watch and would not have let his house be brokenSotoyou also must be ready, because the Son of Man
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

You see loved ones Jesus gave signs to warn the chuttod d@éstruction of Jerusalem and it saved their |ked.
it had the kingdom all over the world to understand thad @as judged Israel and now the kingdom is made of
Jews and Gentiles. He gave signs for that but He didrétayy signs for His return, He sait¥]y return is like a
thief.” Now thieves don'’t give signs, thieves don’t send cardsi\gayiope you're not home next Monday night,
we’re hoping to drop by.’

And then He tells thesg parableabout the servants that were given assignments, dimtérn wise and foolish
virgins, about the parable of the talents. Aparablediave? thingsin common, in alB parablesthe master is gone
longer than they expected and inZaWhen he came back, everybody was surprised. The paaalg for him and
the people not ready for him. It's not like the wisayins knew he was coming back and so they were ready,
Matthew 25:Hells us that they were sleeping too. They were justigeised as the foolish virgins.

You see when Jesus comes back, we're not going to helwe that He was coming on that day. What Jesus is
doing here isn't giving us clues to date to His return, He saging,tYou need prepared lives because you don'’t
know the date of my return, so you stay ready.’

You see, we talk a lot about what signs we're lookingofat Jesus closes by sayifngou know I'm looking for a
sign too.’Let me finish with that conviction, the sign Jesu®aking for is faithfulness. He’s attempting to get
spiritually long-distance runnerslatthew 24:45+46 “Who then is the faithful and wise servahbm the master
has put in charge of the servants in his household to lggve their food at the proper time? It will be good fatth
servant whose master finds him doing so when he eturn

Jesus said ihuke 18:8 “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faithtlom earth?That’s the sign Jesus is
going to look for and we will look at thoSeparablesext time, and we will talk about the kind of faithuless
looking for when He returns.

What does all this mean to méll it means that what Jesus said came true. He satithihntemple and Jerusalerr
would be destroyed. He said that the Christians of itnat\would live if they followed Jesus’ instructions. Hads

if they ran back into Jerusalem they would certaintyadid many people did. But the point | am trying to make i
this, if you believe that all the prophecies of Jesugltbeen fulfilled with the exception of one, His ratuvhat are
you going to do about it?

Are you going to just ignore and think to yourselgll, 1 will invite Jesus into my life sometime, biid got plenty
of time to repent of my sin and get my relationship v@td fixed?Remember that’s what they thought in Noah’s
time.
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| guess that there would have been some people arourwhiid\time thinking to themselvespelieve in God, |
believe what Noah said is going to happen, but I'll \est before he finished building that ark before | siep
board.’"Well, you can’t do that with God and the reason you camthdt with God is because like Noah you have
already been warned about what is going to happen. Antikeshe people in Noah’s time, if you chose to ignore
that warning you are going to drown in the flood.

If you're not a Christian this morning, let me give younsolessons you can learn from Noah and the ark that he
built. 1. Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah build thezar&tay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone
might ask you to do something really bdy.Don't listen to critics. Do what has to be doheSpeed isn't always an
advantage. The cheetahs were on board, but so wenesilees Don't forget that we're all in the same bdat.
Remember that amateurs built the ark and professioundtishe Titanic.7. No matter how bleak it looks, there's
always a rainbow on the other siée Don’t miss the boat!

Paul said irPhilippians 2:9-11 “Therefore God exalted him to the highestephnd gave him the name that is abo
every name, that at the name of Jesus every kimegdshow, in heaven and on earth and under the eadle\emy
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the gloBod the Father.There’s a time coming when everyone in
heaven and on earth and every demon in hell is goingwwalban and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, it’sgust
guestion of when.

Let me close with this thought, we have learned oveladtewo sermons that the temple order was judged and
some day the whole world is going to be judged too. Oneedhihgs we need to learn from this text is that we
have got to learn to depend of God and not our templess&®we all have temples, your temple might be your
favourite tradition in church, your temple might beuyéavourite preacher. Your temple might be your faveuri
church, your temple can be a lot of other things.

But God can judge all those things and all those thingbeaamoved and taken away. You've got to decide whe
is lasting and what isn’t. If your faith is shaken beeaysur temple got destroyed, then your faith was imittoang
place, because one greater than the temple is hergjeaneed to look to Him.

And if you're not a Christian today, | want you to knowatthwant you to be a part of the kingdom of God. Becau
God doesn’'t work through a nation anymore but He works thradghgdom that is made up of people from the
elect of every nation. A kingdom that is made up of peliggeyou and I.



