
 1
3. ‘Sign language’. Part 2 

Our Scripture reading today was Matthew 24:1-35, so please keep your Bible open to that passage. And I know this 
is a lengthy passage but the only way to understand text is by reading the whole text. The last time we were together 
I shared with you two arguments about some people’s beliefs about Jesus’ return in relation to Matthew 24:1-35. 
 
And we said that the sign events of Matthew 24:1-35 has already been fulfilled. We looked at what that word, 
‘generations’ means and I said that Jesus is saying, ‘everything that he has just told the people, is going to happen, is 
going to happen in that generation’s life time.’ 
 
We also said that what Jesus is doing in this chapter was predicting the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem by 
the Romans in AD70. And we talked about how Josephus writes about the things that happened when the city was 
surrounded, and it was so abominable. One million Jews eventually lost their lives, the Romans came in and literally 
like Jesus said, ‘the gold in the temple was burned and melted into the cracks.’ They took stone by stone of the 
temple and the city apart and then they totally blazed the place. And Josephus said, ‘when they were through, you 
couldn’t believe that anybody had ever lived there.’ But the Christians according to Eusebius, when they saw that 
army, they remembered Jesus’ words and they ran quickly out of town and were saved. 
 
This morning I want to share with you one more argument that people put forward when it comes to this chapter and 
its fulfilment. A lot of people will say, ‘well obviously this is a part of what it means, he was predicting the fall of 
Jerusalem, some of these things have been fulfilled.’ But we say, ‘all of the signs have been fulfilled, and how can 
that be because there are some signs that seem like only the second coming could answer them.’ 
 
And that is my 3rd argument, the sign language in these verses are actually Old Testament judgement language. 
Jesus is using a language which some call apocalyptic and it was very familiar to students of the Old Testament. 
We’re not familiar with it because we are Gentiles and so sometimes we think they are talking about the second 
coming when they aren’t necessarily doing so. 
 
For example, in apocalyptical language you often announced judgement by saying the whole cosmic structure, sun, 
moon, stars, were going to be shaken. In fact, that was just an Old Testament way of saying God was about to judge 
a nation. I’m going to give you three examples. 
 
Isaiah 13:10 this is a judgement against Babylon. “The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their 
light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.” Now that’s not to be interpreted literally, 
that is a figure of that particular style of writing saying that God is going to judge Babylon. 
 
In Isaiah 34:4 you have a judgement against Edom. “All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled 
up like a scroll; all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shrivelled figs from the fig tree.” 
 
In Ezekiel 32:7+8 you find a judgement against Egypt. “When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens and darken 
their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light. All the shining lights in the 
heavens I will darken over you; I will bring darkness over your land, declares the Sovereign LORD.” 
 
Now what I’m saying is, when a Jew heard language like, the stars are going to be darkened, the moon is going turn 
to dark, the sun is going to fall. When they heard talk like that, they didn’t think, ‘end of the world,’ they thought, 
‘what nation is God judging now?’ And when Jesus uses that kind of language in His sermon, He’s saying that God 
is sending judgement on Israel. Just like He did on Egypt, just like He did on Edom and Babylon. 
 
People say, ‘well what about verse 30?’ Matthew 24:30 “The son of man is going to come on the clouds of the sky.” 
Again, I’m going to say that’s judgement language. Let me give you an example from Isaiah 19:1 “An oracle 
concerning Egypt: See, the LORD rides on a swift cloud and is coming to Egypt. The idols of Egypt tremble before 
him, and the hearts of the Egyptians melt within them.” 
 
Remember Jesus said, “All these things will happen in this generation.” What I believe He did was, He used the 
judgement language that the Jews understood to say this, ‘all those things that have happened to Babylon, all those 
things that have happened to Egypt and Edom, now its Israel’s turn.’ In fact, look at Matthew 26:64, I used to think 
this referred to the second coming of Christ but I’m not too sure now. Remember when Jesus was before Caiaphas 
the high priest in trial and Caiaphas says, ‘You tell me if you are the Son of God?’ 
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And Jesus says this, “Yes, it is as you say,” “But I say to all of you: In the future, you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Now is that a reference to the 
second coming? Notice it says, ‘He’s sitting, at the right hand.’ It doesn’t say He’s standing or riding a horse, He’s 
sitting. I think what Jesus is saying there is, “Caiaphas, this day you are my judge, you and your people are judging 
me, but the day is coming and you are going to see it, when I’m sitting at the right hand of God and I’m sending my 
judgement to you.” And Caiaphas’ generation saw that prophecy come true. 
 
In this text Jesus is bringing the news of the passing of one era and the establishment of another in which the glory 
of God isn’t going to be in the temple made by hands anymore. You see, we’re so far removed from this text at this 
time, we don’t understand why this text is so important. In the 1st century world before you could ever preach the 
Gospel of Jesus, you had to explain what happened to Israel. 
 
Why is it the dispensation of Israel, the way that God is working? What is all this, Gentiles are included in the 
kingdom? What is all this, Messiah has come and they crucified Him but He rose again? You had to explain that 
God had ended an era and judged Israel and now the kingdom is going to be made up of the elect of every nation. 
Because most Jews saw the end of the temple, as the end of the world. 
 
Jesus is using the language that they understood and He was trying to explain to them, ‘listen the destruction of 
Jerusalem, is really the work of God.’ What Jesus was trying to prepare the church for was this, ‘something is about 
to happen in about 40 years that going to shake your world, the holy city is going to be wiped out, the temple is 
going to be gone but God is behind it, God is doing it and God is in control.’ 
 
Let me share with you 3 points. 1. Many of the signs that people use to predict His return are not signs at all. In 
troubled times people are very eagerly looking to the signs of the last days. I believe we have been in the last days 
ever since the coming of Jesus.  In Acts 2:17 Peter said, “In these last days.” In Hebrews 1:1+2 it says, “God used to 
speak to the prophets but in these last days he speaks through his son.” 
 
We’re in the last days, but people talk about all the wars that are going, but these wars haven’t been any worse than 
they have before. Famines aren’t new, famine was recorded in Acts 11, and there were famines before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, earthquakes aren’t new things. 
 
Now you need to be very careful that you aren’t convinced by all these signs that people are talking about that 
proves the very end is near. These things have been going on since the days of creation and they will continue to go 
on until Jesus returns. When people get into an end of time frenzy, they hunger for someone who will stand up and 
say, ‘I can make sense out of it.’ 
 
Now Jesus said before the fall of Jerusalem people are going to do that. They are going to stand up, and He said in 
Matthew 24:24, “For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, 
if possible, even the elect.” And they are going to say, “I’ve got it all figured out, come follow me and I’ll explain it 
all to you.” Jesus says be careful about that, be suspicious of people that have inside information about the end that 
the rest of the church doesn’t have. 
 
There was man who had two boys and one of them was aged 7 and the other was aged 4. And he put them to bed 
one night and he was telling them about how when Jesus comes back, it will be like a thief in the night. You see the 
week before the little 7-year-old had his bicycle stolen from the garage during the night time. So, he said, ‘Now 
Patrick, you know how that guy came in the night and we didn’t know he was coming, or we would have closed the 
garage door, so he came in and stole your bicycle, that’s what it will be like.’ So, the little 7-year-old boy sat up in 
bed and his eyes got big and he said, ‘Dad, it could be the end of the world!’ And his little 4-year-old brother said, 
‘No Patrick, it’s just the end of your bicycle.’ 
 
So that’s one practical application I want you to understand. I believe with all my heart that Jesus is going to come 
back, bodily, visibly. The return of Jesus is sure, what I’m saying is, don’t be deceived by people that can read signs 
and start setting dates for when it’s going to happen. 
 
2. The main sign of His return is the absence sign. You see, I think He shifts gears starting in Matthew 24:36. In 
verses 1-35 He keeps talking about in ‘those days’ but from verse 36 and following, He starts talking about ‘that 
day.’ And in the New Testament, any time you talk about ‘that day’, singular day, the day, it’s talking about the day 
that Jesus returns. 
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And from this point on through Matthew 25 Jesus discusses the end of the age. And notice how different this section 
is from the first. Let me explain, look at Matthew 24:36-39 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up 
to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took 
them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.” 
 
You see Jesus didn’t say, “The days before I come, there is going to be turmoil all over the world, there will be 
famine and distress.” He said, “Do you know what is going to characterise the world before I come back? Normal 
things, people are going to be planting their fields, people are going to be planning weddings, they will never 
notice.” 
 
And if you know someone who is getting married soon, that is a sure sign that Jesus is coming. The only sign before 
the flood was the preaching of Noah. And you know it’s not wrong to have a wedding or to plan a party, that’s not 
what He’s saying. What He’s saying is, “The tragedy is going to be that when God comes back, and what is going to 
characterise the world is an exceeding casual world.” And the only warning the world is going to get is the witness 
of the church. 
 
Look at Matthew 24:42-44 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have 
kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So, you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
 
You see loved ones Jesus gave signs to warn the church of the destruction of Jerusalem and it saved their lives. And 
it had the kingdom all over the world to understand that God has judged Israel and now the kingdom is made of 
Jews and Gentiles. He gave signs for that but He didn’t give any signs for His return, He said, “My return is like a 
thief.” Now thieves don’t give signs, thieves don’t send cards saying, ‘hope you’re not home next Monday night, 
we’re hoping to drop by.’ 
 
And then He tells these 3 parables about the servants that were given assignments, about the ten wise and foolish 
virgins, about the parable of the talents. All 3 parables have 2 things in common, in all 3 parables, the master is gone 
longer than they expected and in all 3 when he came back, everybody was surprised. The people ready for him and 
the people not ready for him. It’s not like the wise virgins knew he was coming back and so they were ready, 
Matthew 25:5 tells us that they were sleeping too. They were just as surprised as the foolish virgins. 
 
You see when Jesus comes back, we’re not going to have a clue that He was coming on that day. What Jesus is 
doing here isn’t giving us clues to date to His return, He saying to us, ‘You need prepared lives because you don’t 
know the date of my return, so you stay ready.’ 
 
You see, we talk a lot about what signs we’re looking for but Jesus closes by saying, ‘You know I’m looking for a 
sign too.’ Let me finish with that conviction, the sign Jesus is looking for is faithfulness. He’s attempting to get 
spiritually long-distance runners. Matthew 24:45+46 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master 
has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that 
servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.” 
 
Jesus said in Luke 18:8 “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” That’s the sign Jesus is 
going to look for and we will look at those 3 parables next time, and we will talk about the kind of faith Jesus is 
looking for when He returns. 
 
What does all this mean to me? Well it means that what Jesus said came true. He said that the temple and Jerusalem 
would be destroyed. He said that the Christians of that time would live if they followed Jesus’ instructions. He said 
if they ran back into Jerusalem they would certainty die and many people did. But the point I am trying to make if 
this, if you believe that all the prophecies of Jesus have been fulfilled with the exception of one, His return, what are 
you going to do about it? 
 
Are you going to just ignore and think to yourself, well, I will invite Jesus into my life sometime, but I’ve got plenty 
of time to repent of my sin and get my relationship with God fixed? Remember that’s what they thought in Noah’s 
time. 
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I guess that there would have been some people around in Noah’s time thinking to themselves, ‘I believe in God, I 
believe what Noah said is going to happen, but I’ll wait just before he finished building that ark before I step on 
board.’ Well, you can’t do that with God and the reason you can’t do that with God is because like Noah you have 
already been warned about what is going to happen. And just like the people in Noah’s time, if you chose to ignore 
that warning you are going to drown in the flood. 
 
If you’re not a Christian this morning, let me give you some lessons you can learn from Noah and the ark that he 
built. 1. Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah build the ark. 2. Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone 
might ask you to do something really big. 3. Don't listen to critics. Do what has to be done. 4. Speed isn't always an 
advantage. The cheetahs were on board, but so were the snails. 5. Don't forget that we're all in the same boat. 6. 
Remember that amateurs built the ark and professionals built the Titanic. 7. No matter how bleak it looks, there's 
always a rainbow on the other side. 8. Don’t miss the boat! 
 
Paul said in Philippians 2:9-11 “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” There’s a time coming when everyone in 
heaven and on earth and every demon in hell is going to bow down and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, it’s just a 
question of when. 
 
Let me close with this thought, we have learned over the last two sermons that the temple order was judged and 
some day the whole world is going to be judged too. One of the things we need to learn from this text is that we 
have got to learn to depend of God and not our temples. You see we all have temples, your temple might be your 
favourite tradition in church, your temple might be your favourite preacher. Your temple might be your favourite 
church, your temple can be a lot of other things. 
 
But God can judge all those things and all those things can be removed and taken away. You’ve got to decide what 
is lasting and what isn’t. If your faith is shaken because your temple got destroyed, then your faith was in the wrong 
place, because one greater than the temple is here, and we need to look to Him. 
 
And if you’re not a Christian today, I want you to know that I want you to be a part of the kingdom of God. Because 
God doesn’t work through a nation anymore but He works through a kingdom that is made up of people from the 
elect of every nation. A kingdom that is made up of people like you and I. 


