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2. 'Sign Language.’ Part 1
| want to talk to you today about sign language or in pdaticthe belief of many, that Scripture has given us
specific signs that we can recognise in world eventshatdry to let us know that the coming of Jesus is vear.n

Now I think it's natural for all of us to look for sign$ the end in more than one arena. You've seen enobmé tid
be able to tell that when the hero or the hereos, dne film is close to being over. Or if it's anmnold
Schwarzeneggdilm and everything blows up, the film is close to beingror if you are a sports fan, when you
see the 2-minute extra time sign, you know this game@sedb being finished.

Maybe this illustration will help, some of you grew up ie tthurch and all you can remember is going to church a
maybe you went to church every time the doors were op8utavhen you were a little kid, going to that much
church was hard. You probably went to a church wherertrey from a Bible you couldn’t understand. They
probably sung songs you couldn’t begin to work out and themrelsody would probably talk for an incredibly long
time.

And if you were around then, you would probably remembenilegrsigns of the endind what was the number one
sign of the end in those dayA8 a little kid, you listened for people reaching for sormisp and you would never
know what that man up there said because he never aidggesach for your song booksBut you knew that when
people started reaching for those books, the end was riego@amad hope.

Well, people are obsessed with the search for sigtieeafnd of the world. And probably lihathew 24they have
seen more evidence of such sign language than in anysettmon of Jesus. So, we need to ask the quegtibn,
Jesus give us clues, so that we could know that the asdevy near?

Matthew 24:1-35 “Jesus left the temple and was walking awean his disciples came up to him to call his attentic
to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he askedlly | tell you, not one stone here will be left another;
every one will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sittinglee Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and whall e the sign of your coming and of the end of the 4ge?
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives yomdaor will come in my name, claiming, ‘Il am the Me&sia
and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumoudnsars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Suclyshir
must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation va# against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will
famines and earthquakes in various places. All thestharfgeginning of birth pains. “Then you will be handed ove
to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated mgt@lhs because of me. At that time, many will turn
away from the faith and will betray and hate each otugadl many false prophets will appear and deceive many
people. Because of the increase of wickedness, thefawest will grow cold, but the one who stands firnthe

end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will keaphed in the whole world as a testimony to all nations
and then the end will come. “So, when you see standitigei holy place ‘the abomination that causes desalati
spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understthen let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. Let no one on the housetop go down to takbiagyut of the house. Let no one in the field go back tc
get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those ddyspregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that yaint fl
will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. Femntthere will be great distress, unequalled from thenbewy of
the world until now—and never to be equalled again. “Iséhdays had not been cut short, no one would survive,
for the sake of the elect those days will be shodeAethat time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here isktessiah!’
or, ‘There he is!” do not believe it. For false mabsi and false prophets will appear and perform great sigihs a
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Sseyd told you ahead of time. “So, if anyone tells ydhgetre he
is, out in the wilderness,” do not go out; or, ‘Hered)an the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lighg that
comes from the east is visible even in the westyiBde the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever thisra carcass,
there the vultures will gather. “Immediately aftee tihistress of those days “the sun will be darkened ta& moon
will not give its light; the stars will fall from #hsky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ “Théreywpear the
sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all theppeoof the earth will mourn when they see the Sdviani
coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great gorgt.he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, frone end of the heavens to the other. “Now learn e¢ssoin
from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender endaves come out, you know that summer is near. &ven
when you see all these things, you know that it is megt, at the door. Truly | tell you, this generationlwertainly
not pass away until all these things have happened. Haadegarth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away.”
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Now that’s an interesting and obviously a difficult @ags of text, and people have had many different extremes vi
of it. For example, liberal theologians use this texpra®f that Jesus was mistaken. They §age, He says quite
clearly that He would come back in this generation andigi&tdso he was mistakerAnd so, they detract from the
Deity of Jesus using this text. Others say this is tglkinout,a tremendous 7-year tribulation, still to come, that w
haven’'t seen yet, but these signs are going to let us tWien it's near.”

I’m going to share with you two argumemtgainst those idealis morning and then next time | will share with you
a third argument. But let me start by saying that thisyizziew and I’'m not claiming to be inspired, I'm just chamng
to be right, or at least as right as | can be atrtbment.

Argument 1 the sign events dflatthew 24:1-3%as already been fulfilled. And | think the key to underding
Matthew 24:1-35s inverse 34. Matthew 24:34 | tell you the truth, this generatwd| certainly not pass away until
all these things have happened.” ‘These thimgan interesting phrase.

A father and son went fishing one day. After a couple $iout in the boathe boy suddenly became curious about
the world around him. He asked his fathigigw does this boat floatThe father thought for a moment, then repliec
‘Don’t really know, son. The boy returned to his contemplation, then turned babisttather;How do fish breath
underwater?Once again the father replieéon’t really know, son.’A little later the boy asked his fathéhy is

the sky blue?Again, the father repliedDon’t really know, son.Once again, the son asked/here did God come
from?’ Once again the father saidlyeally don’t know, son.Worried he was going to annoy his father, he says,
‘Dad, do you mind my asking you all of these questions?’ @irse, not son. If you don't ask questions, how are
ever going to learn anything?’

And the point is this, you're never going to understand lsigguage unless you ask someone what it means. And
that’'s whatViark andLuke did their Gospels, where we have the parallel passe@teshis particular sermon, the
disciples ask JesuS.ell us what are the signs of these thinds?all three Gospels at the ehthtthew 24:34, Luke
21:32, Mark 13:30He says,; This generation will not pass away until these thingppen.”

Now that means the real questionvibiat does Jesus mean by the wigetheration? So, there are different views
and one view say$/Vell that’s talking about Israel, Israel the natiwiil not pass away until this happen©t it's
talking about the race of the Hebrews. Or it meangémeration that is alive when the tribulation stahsy won't
pass away until this happens.

Now | am going to challenge that view even though it'y y&Epular. It became very popular among the
dispensationalists when Israelliid8became a state. They sdldiell, that's a sign. The fig tree is budding and in
this generation, Jesus has to come back. And so, wheatidhis happen, they changed their mind and said that Je:
will definitely come back befor204& And that's a common view among a lot of people, letamallenge that view.

1. 1 don’t think the fig tree mentioned iatthew 24:32Avhere it says;Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As
soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come awknow that summer is neat.tdon’t think that’s talking about
a re-established state of Israel.

In the Gospel ofLuke, the parallel passage sayd.inke 21:29, “Learn this lesson from the fig tree and alktées.”
Now sometimes the fig tree in the Bible refers todbraut He said ihuke, “Look at all the trees.And the point |
think He’s making is;You know when trees begin to bud, you know summer is nS8ammer is on its way when
the trees start to bud. So, the thing that Jesus is pnedis, ‘when you see those signs, you know it's near.’

Remember when Jesus, after the triumphant entry iwehe temple and He cleansed the temple, and He camé o
the temple and He saw a fig tree. And it had lotsafds and He went to get some fruit but it didn’t have angl,
He cursed it, and saitylay you never bear fruit again.’

Now almost all scholars see that as an allusionré@lsHe said itMatthew 21:1%f the fig tree,May you never
bear fruit again.Now | don't think that three chapters later, He'&itag about Israel. If you look at the word
‘Generation’in Matthew every single time it's used, it's talking about the eatrhearer. So, | don’'t see a reason
then to make it mean something differentiatthew 24.

| think what Jesus is saying i&verything that | have just told you, is going to happegoisg to happen in this
generation’s life time.What Jesus was saying, was going to happen in the lifefitat generation.
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Well, here’s mysecond argument think what Jesus is doing in this chapter is predictiegdestruction of the
temple and Jerusalem by tRemans in AD70You see, after hearing Jesus’ harsh sermon, this cleptes right
afterchapter 23A long chapter where He just criticises, and gives waeaiter the other to the Jewish people.

And right after that and He’s just walked out of thepée, the last time He’'ll be there, He was leavirgtémple
forever. The disciples maybe concerned that He hasdwebkarsh to the Jewish people lately and they aregtty
find some kind of a positive response. They saylamk 13:1 “Look at how impressive these buildings arBuit |
want you to understand there has been all the way thithegiospel of Mattheva theme that a coming judgment
against Israel is near.

Let me show you some examples. John the baptiserashing, the Pharisees and Sadducees come out to see hi
He said inMatthew 3:7‘But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees domwhgre he was baptizing,
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned youde from the coming wrath?” Matthew 7:38ys,The

axe is already at the root of the trees, and eveethie does not produce good fruit will be cut down anathrinto
the fire.” So, we have wrath that's coming.

In Matthew 8Jesus meets a Gentile soldier that wants Him tbhieaervant. Jesus saysMiatthew 8:7-9"“Jesus

said to him, “Shall | come and heal him?” The centur@plied, “Lord, | do not deserve to have you come under n
roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be hbdf®r | myself am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me. | tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that @ome,” and he comes. | say to my servant, ‘Dq’taid

he does it.”

Jesus also says Matthew 8:10“l haven't found this kind of faith in all of IsraelAnd look what he said next,
Matthew 8:11+12 “| say to you that many will come from ¢ast and the west, and will take their places atethst f
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of hed®einthe subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside,
into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gmgstiiteeth.”

Another example is where He tells this parable ofritmenMatthew 21 And the father sends servants to the
vineyard but the tenants kill him, then he sends his @mrasd they kill him too. And so, the father saysm
going to punish those wicked tenantArid look what he says iklatthew 21:43 “Therefore | tell you that the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given fzeaple who will produce its fruit.You begin to
understand why the Jews were so angry with Jesus, thé&ntdave missed the point of His sermon.

One more examplé/atthew 23 this whole chapter is just one woe after the othéné JewsMatthew 23:32-36

“Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your foredash “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape
being condemned to hell? Therefore, | am sending you proghét&ise men and teachers. Some of them you will
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagoguasd pursue from town to town. And so, upon you will come
all the righteous blood that has been shed on eanth,tiie blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechasia of
Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple andttre laell you the truth, all this will come upon this
generation.”

What was the judgement that was to come on this gememaitilews? And how was Jesus going to prepare His
church to escape the coming judgment on Isrsiei?hew 24:15+16 “So when you see standing in the holyeptae
abomination that causes desolation,” spoken of througprtdhet Daniel--let the reader understand--then leethos
who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”

Now the abomination of desolation is a phrase out@Bbok of Danielthat refers to a sacrilege that would be so
detestable that it would cause the temple to be abandyribeé people of God. Now most of it was fulfilled and i
probably was partially fulfilled during the time that wadl¢he Maccabean periadA Syrian ruler namedntiochus
Epiphanieshad come to Jerusalem and took a pig into the templsaamificed it on the holy altar. And all the Jews
said,“That was the abomination of desolatiobyit Jesus comes along and sayisat’s not its complete fulfilment.’

There’s still an abomination of desolation still tnee predicted by DanidNow what is thatPeople have gone
everywhere suggesting what that will be and many think ithappen in this tribulation period. But I think the Bible
tells us very, very clearly what Jesus is talking abble. Jewish Gospeljatthewsays the abomination of
desolation and so does the GospéVlafk. But in the Gospel dfuke, you have the exact words right until those
verses, you have the same exact words after thosesver
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But in Luke, he doesn’t say watch out for the abomination of @emael. Look what he says Inuke 21:20 “When
you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will Kmaivits desolation is neafNow there’s Luke’s
interpretation of what abomination of desolation meamsl the present tense is used théréien you see
Jerusalem in the process of being surrounded.”

So, what is the warning of Jesug8 very clear. He said iviatthew 24:16-20“You get out of that city before it
becomes encircled by that Roman ring of steel. Rursa¢h® roof tops, don’t go back down to get your cloal hel
the pregnant women, pray it’'s not in winter, and hogeniit a Sabbath day. “You get yourself out of that taha,
moment you see that army and don’'t waist time doing it.”

Now Josephusvho was a Jewish historian aBdsebiusa Christian historian tell us that’'s exactly what haygge
What did most of the Jews do when the Roman armyrufitles cameThey did the exact opposite to what Jesus
said. When the Roman army showed up, they all gatheeadbielongings and ran into Jerusalem for safety.

And what followed was, one of the most horrific acdswf suffering and desolation ever recordetsephusvrites
about things that happened when that city was surrourftdare so abominable, | won’'t mention them in this
pulpit. But it's hard to describe how gruesome the suffewas, as one million Jews eventually lost their lives

The Romans came in and literally like Jesus saidgdie in the temple was burned and melted into the craties;
took stone by stone of that temple and that city agattthen they totally blazed the place. Josephus‘géidn
they were through, you couldn’t believe that anybody had lexezt there.’

But the Christians according Eusebiuswhen they saw that army, they remembered Jesus’ vaoctithey ran
quickly out of townRemember Jesus saidyn to the mountain® They ran through the city up to the Transjordan
Mountains calledPella’, and the Christians were saved. Now you cannot imdwinethe fall of Jerusalem was to
Jews and Christians all over the world, it made &lhbadlines. | mean to a Jew the fall of Jerusaleat'stlike the
end of an age, if Jerusalem falls, God must be dead.

Now there are about 40 years between the death of deduke fall of Jerusalem. And | believe this was bsea
Jesus was going to give the Gospel a chance to be prescbedr the world to prepare the Jews and Gentiles for
what was coming. In fact, look at the verse righbbeferse 15he abomination of desolatiowhat does he say?
Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preadhetie whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.”

Such a proclamation was going to let the world know of Gpdfication for the destruction of Jerusalem. The
Gospel is going go into all the world, the story of howleess rejected and killed their own Messiah was goimggto
into all the world.Now did that happen®/ell | believe it did.Acts 2:5says, That on the day of Pentecost there
were, Jews from every nation under heaven had heaigbigpel.”

Paul said irRomans 1:8 “That your faith is heard of all over the didtHe said inColossian 1:6 “That this gospel is
growing and bearing fruit all over the worldde said inColossians 1:23 “The gospel has been preached to every
creature under heaven.”

And so, in one generations time, everywhere, espediathe cities where Jews live, the Gospel was prebahd
people were prepared for what God was about to do. | belet Jerusalem’s destruction signalled that therfulle
dispensation was over and would never return. God wag gaise up a new Israel, consisting of the elect ofyever
nation on earth.

Now let me give yo very quick applicationsl. Be careful how you interpret Scriptufethree-year-old boy put
his shoes on by himself. His mother noticed that theshede was on the right foot. She sa&hn, your shoes are on
the wrong feet.He looked up at her with a raised brow and sdioly't kid me, Mom. They're the only feet I've got’

And the point is, we only have one inspired Word of Gauich we call the Bible. But many people will twistat
make it fit their beliefs about what is going to happethe future. You need to be aware of opportunities taesha
God’s Word with those people. So that you can help theér®gd’s Word in its proper contexd.Thessalonians 3:1
says, Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of.tiveél may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was
with you.”
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Whenever you are reading the Bible you need honour thabgeeasd don’'t make it mean something that God ne
intended it to mean. You don’t need to twist anything in'&&Vord because God always explains what He means
Himself in His word. The best advice you can give sameshen they come to your door to share a message fror
God’s Word is thisiread on!”’And when you read on, you will find out exactly what th&av means by this
statement or that statement.

2. Be honest with yourself and otheYau have probably already met people in your lives whezg think they

have all the answers to all the questions, especiallytaleasus’ return. And if you get a chance to study witkeh
people be very careful, because they will convince yotuthiegy are right, if you don’t know your way around the
Bible too well. Be honest and salisten | don’'t know the answers to all those questidbrgn’t my Greek words all
that well.” But you need to be honest with yourself and you will gdot af respect from others just by being hones

| remember one time on Campaign in Ulverston and mgdri&rmand and | were door knocking. And we went to
one guy's door, and he saidie could come in but he is an athei€d, went in and we talked about all sorts of
things, and he asked us all sorts of questions that wdiglrst have the answers too. We were in that housg for
hours and we explained that we were just sinners tryingderatand God’s word and don’t have all the answers a
we would probably never ever have all the answers. Bybddknow what he said when were finished talking? He
said,’| have had all sorts of religious people in this hooger the years and they claim to have the answers to
everything, | have never had someone coming in and openthaathey were sinners and they don’t have all the
answers.’

Now if being honest can have an effect on an athest,much of an effect will that same honesty haveamne of
your friends and familyRlow as | said at the start of this series, this wasggtm demand a lot of concentration from
you guys. And | want to thank you for your patience andllgaid earlier, | will give you myhird argumenbn

these beliefs the next time we meet.

| hope and pray that | have managed to get you to think abdaircScriptures in a different way. But most ofiall
hope that this series will change the way you study Bavles and that you will always ask the questiofso,

What, Where and why. Who is the writer talking too? Iraindontext does the writer say these things? Wherg doe
the writer say these things? Why does he say these things

Loved ones, | don’t have all the answers but | do hlawenswer to one questida.Jesus really coming back®s,
He is but | don’t know when. The question of the morném, is Jesus coming backhe question | would like to
leave you with is thisare you ready for Jesus coming back?



