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1. ‘He came, He comes, and He’s coming.’ 

We’re going preach our way through a sermon series called, ‘the coming or the return of the Lord Jesus.’ But when 
we talk about the Lord coming, it’s doesn’t just mean what we call the second arrival. What I want to share with you 
this morning, is although Jesus the One who is coming, He is also the One who came and the One who still comes. 
And I want us to think about that this morning in those 3 ways. 
 
1. Let’s begin with the idea that ‘He came’. Now by that, I mean what we call the doctrine of incarnation. It’s one of 
the most foundational aspects of the Christian faith. 
 
People ask us, can we really believe that He walked on water? That He raised people from the dead? And so, He died 
but didn’t men die all the time? Why should His death have any significance for me? Well see, underneath those 
questions is a big question, was He God? 
 
Because if He’s God, then why shouldn’t the One who created the water be able to walk on it! And why shouldn’t the 
One who gave life be able to give it back! And if He were God, then why wouldn’t His death have a cosmic 
significance for anyone in the universe that would believe in Him! That’s really the question. 
 
The first century church had to battle this question and secure it all over the world, that Jesus of Nazareth was God 
who came. For example, the apostle John says in 1 John 4:2+3 “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: 
Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now 
is already in the world.” 
 
From the very earliest days in the church, the church has been challenged with their conviction that God could come 
as a man. And we have said now for 2 millenniums, that God came here. And for just over 2000 years the church has 
asked candidates for baptism this question, do you believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God? Do you affirm 
the Deity and the humanity of Christ? 
 
We believe that God came here, we believe that infinite became finite, the invisible became visible and eternity 
squeezed into time, but the question is why? And the answer is found in Hebrews 10, where we have the first 
recorded words of Jesus. The first recorded words of Jesus aren’t in the temple when he was 12 years old but were in 
fact when He was in heaven before He came. 
 
Hebrews 10:5-10 “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am-
-it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your will, O God.’ First, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, 
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law required them 
to be made). Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 
And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
 
Why did He come? He was born to die, He came that in His body, He might receive the penalty for our sins. Peter 
says in 1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.” Let me give you a five-word definition of sin, 
the essence of sin is this, ‘Man substituting himself for God.’ Now let me give you a five-word definition of 
salvation, the essence of salvation is this, ‘God substituting Himself for man.’ 
 
Man asserted himself against God and tried to take the place that only God deserves. And so, God sacrificed Himself 
and took the place that only man deserved. Why did He come? He came to deliver us from the penalty of sin, there 
had to be a death because that is sin’s wages. God had to take a body, the bodies of bulls, the bodies of goats couldn’t 
pay the penalty for our sins. So, God came, He put on flesh and He took the place that only we deserved. 
 
He came to deliver us from the penalty of sin. That’s why when the angel announced His coming to Joseph, the angel 
said in Matthew 1:21, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” There was no doubt from the beginning why He came, He came on a search and rescue 
mission. The angels said that night to the shepherds when He was born, in Luke 2:10 “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” 
 
Here’s good news and it’s going to be for everybody, it’s going to be for every person that’s in this world. It’s going 
to be for every person that is in this building right now. And what’s the good news? 
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Well here it is in Luke 2:11 “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” And 
then the angels just broke out in worship and heaven broke out in song because God came near to save men from 
their sin. 
 
Other religions of the world will talk about appearances of their gods, visions of their gods, dreams of their gods. But 
did you know that you are a member of the only religion in the world that says, ‘God became flesh and lived among 
us and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the father.’ We need to celebrate that every time we 
think about it. 
 
And we sing that song, ‘Joy to the world,’ but notice when we sing it, we don’t sing, “the Lord has come”, but we 
sing, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” Because why we speak of Jesus coming in the past, while we also speak of 
His coming in the future, the church also speaks of His coming in the present tense. 
 
For example, look at what the angel said to Joseph in Matthew 1:22+23 “All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” --which means, “God with us.” And I would like us to consider at least some of the ways that Jesus comes 
to be with us, Jesus in the present tense.  
 
Let me give you 4 thoughts on this. 1. Consider that He comes ‘to encourage or to admonish his churches’. For 
example, if you look at the Book of Revelation and read the letters of Jesus to the 7 churches you will find Him 
saying, ‘Do this or do that or I will come.’ 
 
Look at Revelation 2:5 “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. 
If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from its place.” And sadly, the church in 
Ephesus didn’t repent and the lamp stand was removed. Now you hear about churches dispersing all the time and 
now they don’t even exist anymore. I believe that Jesus came and took their lamp stand away. 
 
And when you read those letters, to those churches you will find that Jesus said very specifically, what they are doing 
well and what they are doing that displeases Him. And the point is, Jesus is going to be very involved in the life of 
each congregation whether they invite Him or not. So, He comes to inspect, or encourage or even to discipline His 
churches. 
 
2. Another way we can talk about Jesus coming is, ‘through our ministry to other people’. For example, in Luke 
10:16, Jesus, as He was sending out the disciples into the area to preach good news. He said, “He who listens to you 
listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 
 
We’re commissioned to take the coming of Jesus to the world. He came to the world, now we’re commissioned to 
take His coming to the world. And Jesus said, “When you go as my representative, when you speak for me, when you 
speak of me, they are hearing me, when they are hearing you.” In that way, the Lord still comes. 
 
3. He also comes through ‘the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit’. John 14:16-18 “And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you.” Now what He’s saying there is that, the Holy Spirit is going to be Jesus’ way of coming 
to us until that day when He comes for us. Jesus comes to us through the Holy Spirit. 
 
And then the 4th way He comes is, ‘when we gather together in His name’. There’s a sense in which we gather 
together corporately and when we agree in Jesus name, Jesus is with us. I don’t think we think about that enough, the 
Lord Jesus is our honoured and welcomed guest in this assembly. Because we have gathered in His name, He has 
come this morning to be our guest. 
 
He said in Matthew 28:20 “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” You see Jesus knows that our 
enemy has been defeated. At Calvary, Jesus crushed the head of the serpent, He delivered what was ultimately a fatal 
blow, just like God predicted in Genesis 3:15. But Satan, although he is crushed and wounded, he’s not dead yet. 
 
You know Satan reminds me of someone in an opera who’s going to die. You look at the dying character in every 
opera, it takes forever to die and they moan and the wail and they moan and they wail and they take forever to die. 
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And Satan is somewhat like that, even though he’s fatally wounded, he’s not dead yet and he’s still capable of 
making a lot of noise. He can still harass us, he can still assault us, and he can still destroy us. Without the help of 
Christ, we’re no match for him, even though he’s been wounded. And that’s why Jesus still comes, He comes to 
deliver us from the power of death. 
 
He came to deliver us from penalty but He still comes so that we won’t be overwhelmed or undone by our foe. He 
came for our justification but He comes for our sanctification. So that we can grow in Christ likeness, so that we can 
defeat the evil one, so we can live victoriously. It’s not enough for Jesus for the penalty of sin be removed, He wants 
the power of sin to be broken, so that we can live without binds and chains. 
 
He wants victory in our lives, the Bible says in Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.” Paul says in Romans 6:11 “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.” What Paul is saying here is that you have now participated in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
In your baptism, you became one with Christ, you’ve been raised to live a new life and the power of sin has now been 
broken. So, claim that power, you’re alive now in Christ, Christ is in you, you and Christ are a unity now, a 
communion together. Christ comes to deliver you from the power of sin. 
 
There was Christian man who had heart surgery a number of years ago and he received letters and gifts from all 
across the country. And he said that no other gifts affected him so much as the one he received on December 31st. It 
came with a Bible, and inside the Bible there was a message and it said, “Dear Thomas, I am so glad to hear that 
everything went well with your surgery, I want you to know that God was watching over you every minute and even 
though I know you questioned that, I also know that one day it will be revealed to you and my prayer is that you 
remain open and God will touch your life as He has mine. Once I was a disbeliever, when I couldn’t fill my life with 
sports, I would simply substitute sex, liquid drugs or material things to feed my internal shell-like appearance, I was 
never satisfied. But I finally realised after 4 years that Jesus Christ was in me, He will reveal His truth to you Thomas 
because He lives.” 
 
What that man was trying to say was because Christ lives, because the One who came, comes, the things that used to 
control and dominate my life have no power over me anymore. They have been broken and I’m not under the reign of 
sin any longer, the One, who came, still comes, when He’s invited. I believe that Jesus is here today, standing in our 
midst. 
 
Now we can’t see it by sight but we can see it by faith and the day is coming when we will know Him by sight. The 
One who came, the One who comes, is the One who is coming. 1 John 3:2 “But we know that when he appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 
 
There is no text of Scripture that seems to describe the soon return of the Lord Jesus than 1 Thessalonians. 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the 
rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord, himself 
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each 
other with these words.” 
 
One of the things I hope we can become very clear about is how the Bible views time. And the Biblical view of time 
is linear, unlike some world religions that see life as this unending cycle. The Biblical view of life, has our history, 
has our beginning and a history that is going to have an ending. 
 
History doesn’t just have a stopping point, history has a goal and that goal is the ultimate and eternal triumph of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There are many people who have different views about how the world will end and what will 
happen. And many people have many different views about that. I’m a bit like the little boy who was talking about 
the return of Jesus, he said, ‘God didn’t put me on the planning committee, he put me on the welcoming committee.’ 
And I can relate to that. 
 
But there are certain things we need to remember about the Lord’s coming.  
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And the 1st thing we need to remember if this, ‘it’s personal’. In other words, it’s not going to be a vision, it’s not 
going to be a moral reformation, it’s not going to be a sweet philosophy, the Lord Himself is personally returning. 
That’s what Paul said 1 Thessalonians 4:16, “The Lord himself will come down from heaven.” He’s not sending a 
messenger or a committee, He is coming for us Himself, it will be a personal coming. 
 
2. His coming is ‘visible’ , “we shall see him as he is.” One of the words used most often used in the New Testament 
for the returning of Jesus is ‘The appearing.’ We wait for the appearing of the Lord Jesus. And I think maybe they 
say, ‘we wait for the appearing’ is because they recognise that Jesus is with us.  But we’re waiting for His appearing, 
we’re waiting for Him to be visibly present among us. And that’s what’s going to happen when He returns. And let 
me say this, a split second after the Lord visibly appears, there will be no more atheists, they may be still unbelievers 
but there will be no more atheists. 
 
3. I believe his coming will be ‘audible’. I recognise here that the author might be using words to help humans 
understand what is too divine to be explained. But Paul says later in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, “There’s going to be a load 
command, the voice of the archangel and the trumpet call of God”. Over in 1 Corinthians 15:22 he says, “At the 
sounding at the last trumpet, we shall all be changed.” 
 
When I read these kinds of words about the returning of Jesus, it seems to me, He’s going to come visibly, He’s going 
to come audibly but it doesn’t tell us that His coming is going to be a secret. It seems to me that when the Bible says 
that Jesus is coming, it’s going to be a coming that all the world is going to be aware of whether they accepted it or 
not. 
 
4. His coming is ‘communal’. In other words, although He will personally be coming, He won’t be coming alone. 
Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 4:14 “God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.” So, we know that 
coming with Jesus will be all the saints who have died before His return. But it’s not just with the saints that He’s 
coming. 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he 
will reward each person according to what he has done.” Look at 2 Thessalonians 1, where we get another description 
of what his return will be like. 2 Thessalonians 1:6+7 “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 
and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.” 
 
Now Paul doesn’t promise that this is going to happen in your lifetime, Paul doesn’t promise that in this lifetime we 
will escape trouble or tribulation. So, when is it going to happen? When is the justice of God going to be finally 
experienced by the saints? 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:7-10 “This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 
powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will 
be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 
power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have 
believed.” 
 
You know as much as we love Jesus, as much as we are amazed and live in awe of Him the Bible says that, “when He 
appears, we’re just going to marvel.” We’re just going to marvel as we finally begin to understand how worthy He is. 
And this includes you because you believed His testimony to you. 
 
You see, Paul makes it very clear that the Jesus, who is going to return as the deliverer for His own, is also going to 
return as the destroyer of the rest. And I believe what he is saying is, that after this coming, there will be no more. He 
came and He comes and He’s coming. But on the day that He is revealed in glory with His powerful angels, there will 
be no more comings. 
 
And that’s the 5th thing we need to remember, his coming is ‘final’ . Why’s He coming with all His angels? I want to 
suggest that He’s coming back with an army to put an end to the war. And for a rebellious and unsuspecting world, 
the return of Christ is truly going to be what Peter calls, ‘the great and terrible day of the Lord.’ And many of Jesus’ 
parables say that when Jesus comes back there is going to be a great divider. Good fish from bad fish, wheat from 
tares, sheep from goats. 
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Now some of you may be feeling a little uneasy talking about these things but it’s a very important thing to talk about 
the end of the world. Because people need to understand that Jesus’ isn’t just returning as a Saviour but also as a 
Judge. And some will be redeemed and some will be shut out from the majesty of God and sent to everlasting 
destruction. You need to understand that hell is part of the conclusion of the Biblical story. 
 
Someone might say to you, ‘I just can’t believe in God and hell.’ I want to say you shouldn’t be able to believe in 
God, if you didn’t believe in God because a God without a hell is a God without a justice. One of the most popular 
questions we hear in this day and age is this, how can a loving God send people to hell? 
 
1. God doesn’t send people to hell, He simply honours their choice. God has never forced us to choose Him, even 
when that means we would choose hell. C.S. Lewis said one time, ‘There are only two kinds of people in the end, 
those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done’ and those for whom God says in the end ‘Thy will be done.’ All that find 
themselves in hell, choose it, because God doesn’t send people to hell. 
 
2. He sends people to hell, that’s another misconception, the word ‘people’ is neutral in your Bible and applied as 
innocent. Nowhere does Scripture teach that innocent people are condemned, people don’t go to hell, sinners do. So 
how can a loving God send people to hell? He doesn’t, He simply honours their choice. 
 
I don’t know what it will be like when He comes back but we glimpse of it in Revelation 21:2-4 “I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
He came and He’s comes and He’s coming that we might come to Him. 


