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‘The God who won’t accept excuses.’ (2) 
Three pastors went to a pastor convention and were all sharing one room. The first pastor said, ‘Let’s confess our 
secret sins one to another. I’ll start, my secret sin is I just love to gamble. When I go out of town, the first place I go 
to is the casino.’ The second pastor said, ‘my secret sin is that I love admiring and thinking about what I would love 
to do with all those gorgeous women in our congregation.’ The third pastor said, ‘my secret sin is gossiping and, oh 
boy, I just can’t wait to get out of this room!’ 
 
We all know that the world we live in is in a mess, and you don’t even have to be a Christian to realise that. 
Everybody knows there is evil in the world. You only have to watch the news on TV or listen to the news on the radio 
or simply pick up the local newspaper to read about it. 
 
We’ve all seen it with our own eyes, we’ve seen sadistic cruelty, where people have been beheaded. Time and time 
again we’ve heard about child abuse and child prostitution. We’ve seen adults and children being tortured and many 
wars between countries. 
 
Almost every day there is an appeal for money to help these poor desolate people who have no food or drinking 
water. We read about corrupt MP’s and policemen and those who abuse their positions of authority. We see people on 
our streets whose lives have been wrecked by drugs and alcohol. Little old ladies being mugged and people’s homes 
being broken in to. 
 
I mean sin is rampant, the world is in a mess and nobody can deny that. But what we need to remember and what the 
world needs to recognise is that sin isn’t limited to the obvious kinds of evil. When we think about the Prodigal Son, 
He had everything at his feet, a caring, loving father, a house, a job, food and a great family. And what did he do? 
Luke 15:13 “The younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living.” This young man who had everything he could ever need, wasted everything he had in wild living. His 
life became a mess because of sin.  
 
In the story about the man who had been beaten up and robbed by thugs, Jesus tells us in Luke 10:31+32 “A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.” The two religious men who could have done 
something to help the man, did nothing and Jesus says that is sinful. 
 
And so, some sins aren’t too obvious but there are some sins which are clearly obvious. These are the sins which 
some people call, ‘respectable’ sins. Galatians 5:19-21 “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.” 
 
Now I said these are ‘respectable’ sins because those who commit these sins just kind of shrug them off as not being 
serious. They justify them in their minds by saying things like, ‘well, we’re only human”. And they talk about being 
human as if it is some kind of curse, which would make sense if you believe in the theory of evolution. But they look 
at those sins in Galatians 5 and say, ‘well, at least I’m not an alcoholic!’ ‘At least I don’t beat up women or little old 
ladies!’ ‘At least I’m not a murderer or a child molester!’ And so, people try to justify their actions by comparing 
themselves to other people. 
 
But when we compare ourselves with what the Bible says, there is no comparing ourselves with anyone. 1 John 5:17 
“All wrongdoing is sin.” Now some people don’t like it when the preacher speaks too much about sin, but the 
preacher wouldn’t be doing his job properly if he left the topic out.  
 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman told of a distinguished minister, Dr. Howard, from Australia who preached very strongly on 
the subject of sin. After the service, one of the church officers came to counsel with him in the study. ‘Dr. Howard,’ 
he said, ‘we don’t want you to talk as openly as you do about man’s guilt and corruption, because if our boys and 
girls hear you discussing that subject they will more easily become sinners. Call it a mistake if you will, but do not 
speak so plainly about sin.’ The minister took down a small bottle and showing it to the visitor said, ‘You see that 
label? It says cyanide, and underneath in bold, red letters the word ‘Poison!’ Do you know, what you are asking me to 
do? You are suggesting that I change the label. Suppose I do, and paste over it the words, ‘Essence of Peppermint’, 
don’t you see what might happen? Someone would use it, not knowing the danger involved, and would certainly die. 
So it is, with the matter of sin. The milder you make your label, the more dangerous you make your poison! 
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You see loved ones we can avoid the topic of sin and make our sermons all lovely and fluffy to the ears. But the end 
result would ultimately be death. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death.” In other words it makes no difference 
to God whether you are a serial killer or a down and out liar. Your sin will ultimately end up separating you from 
God for eternity. 
 
So, who or what is to blame for all this evil we see in the world? Well some people like to blame what they call our 
‘animal background’. Again, because the evolutionists would have us believe we evolved from animals, they tell us 
we just haven’t outgrown our bad animal-traits.  
 
Other people say it’s all a matter of our ‘genes’. I’m not talking about the Levi or Denim jeans we wear, but our 
genetic genes. They tell us the reason we hate, love and hurt each other is because our brains are reprogrammed to do 
that. Other people tell us we behave the way we do because of the way we were raised or other life experiences. 
 
Now I understand what they’re trying to say but that is simply learned behaviour. And if we follow these arguments 
through I could simply go out, rob a few banks and says, ‘hey I can’t help it, it’s in my genes, I’m simply 
programmed to do that!’ 
 
But isn’t it true that mankind has become very good at blaming others for their own actions? Why do you think we’re 
living in a ‘no win, no fee’ culture? We’ve all become very good at playing the blame game. Now the blame game is 
almost as old as the Earth itself. We all know the story in Genesis 3. 
 
The serpent decides to probe the woman’s knowledge of God’s very first and only command. She knows what God 
says, but she does add that they’re not allowed even to touch the tree. The serpent insists that the woman will not die 
if she eats, but she will know good and evil, and this will make her god-like. The woman eats the fruit, but what type 
of fruit it is we don’t know but I guess we could argue it was a fig because later they would clothe themselves with 
the fig leaves. 
 
Anyway, their eyes are opened and they realize they’re naked. God is walking in the garden and when God confronts 
them about what’s happened. Genesis 3:12+13 “The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me 
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it. Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
  
Adam says, ‘Hey God, it wasn’t my fault, it was your fault, if you hadn’t gave me that woman in the first place, this 
would never have happened’. The woman says, ‘Hey God, it wasn’t my fault that serpent tricked me and before I 
knew what happened I was eating it and sharing it with my husband’. 
 
And loved ones, nothing has changed, has it? People will still not take responsibility for their actions. ‘I would never 
have cheated on my wife, if she has shown me a little more respect!’ ‘I would never have ran that child over whilst I 
was drunk if my husband hadn’t upset me!’ 
 
I know Christians who actually blame Adam and Eve for the state the world is in today. And they tell themselves the 
world would be all right if ‘they’ hadn’t done what they did. And there are plenty of people, with a Bible in their 
hands, who want to lay it all on Adam. They say that is was his choice, which resulted in our being born enemies of 
God and hating all that is righteous.  
 
And so because of that kind of thinking, that leads others, to believe that mankind is utterly incapable of doing 
anything good. And just like Adam there are lots of people who think that God Himself is to blame. ‘Oh, if God 
hadn’t made us, we wouldn’t have gotten into all this mess.’  
 
Now everyone can have their ten pence worth of suggestions as to why people do what they do. Sceptics and 
believers may not like other people’s explanations as to why the world is in such a mess. But if there’s one thing we 
all have to agree on, it’s is simply this, the world is indeed in a mess. You loved ones, God hates sin and He doesn’t 
mess around when it comes to who is to blame for the mess the world is in. 
 
Do you remember a few years ago, the French Cup Final? The non-league side Calais defeated four professional sides 
on route to their country’s showpiece match. Calais’s first-half goal heightened hopes of a fairy tale ending for these 
lowly amateurs, until a dubious penalty right on full-time was awarded to their opponents.  
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It was a tense moment. All the Calais goalkeeper had to do was save this penalty and they would be the French 
champions. The Calais goalkeeper missed the ball by a few centimetres. But that didn’t matter, it didn’t matter if he 
missed by centimetres or metres he still missed the ball. No one was going to come up to them afterwards and say, 
‘Well, you were the underdogs in this tournament and because he almost saved the ball, we’ll give you the cup.’  
 
You know it doesn’t work like that, it doesn’t matter how much you miss by, you still lose the game. And that’s what 
sin is like, sin is missing the mark and God says if you miss, you miss. The Bible says we have all missed, I may have 
missed more than you have missed, but the point is, we all miss. Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” God insists that we accept the blame for our sin, in other words we have to take the responsibility 
for our own sinful actions. 
 
In his painting the “Elevation of Christ”, Rembrandt depicts the cross being raised by men full of spite, malice and 
hate.  But down in the left-hand corner in the dark shadows you can make out the face of Rembrandt himself. You see 
Rembrandt understood that in a very real way, he was there too and his sins were as much responsible for the cross as 
the men who were there that day. 
 
We can’t keep pushing it off on to someone else, we can’t keep blaming Adam, and we can’t keep blaming God or 
the devil. Because when all our excuses have run out, even though some might seem legitimate. When we finally 
admit that we are all sinners and admit just how bad our backgrounds have been. When we finally become honest 
with ourselves, and realise that in our heart of hearts, we have done evil and shameful things. When we finally admit 
that we’re fully responsible for our actions, that is when God starts to work in us.  
 
Now for many years psychologists used to spend most of their time telling people ‘sin’  is a church invention, or that 
other people were altogether to blame for our sinful behaviour. But there’s a growing realisation among them that no 
one is being helped by this mentality and that the dark stain in man needs to be treated as real. Loved ones, evil is 
real, we see it everywhere and people are guilty and they know they are. And God says, there is something to be 
confessed, something to be ashamed and afraid of. 
 
In Hitler’s death camps millions of men, women and children were tortured before they were murdered. Those who 
ran the camps and supervised the torture and murder refused to take the blame. They said they were ‘only carrying 
out their orders’.  Now we can only be amazed at their excuse but at the same time, in our own areas of lesser guilt 
we so often go the same self-excusing route too.  
 
And so, mankind can come up with a hundred different excuses but God still insists and says in Romans 3:10 ‘There 
is none righteous, no, not one!’ Now I know this sermon may come across as harsh and possibly difficult to listen to 
or deal with. But that’s because we don’t see sin like God sees sin. 
 
Remember in our last sermon that one of the reasons God created us is because He wants to have a relationship with 
His greatest creation which is mankind? One of the reasons God hates sin so much is because our sin doesn’t allow us 
to have that fellowship with Him like He created us to have. Isaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from 
your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  
 
So why does God insist that we face our guilt? Well the simple answer is this, if we don’t admit our guilt, we cannot 
accept forgiveness.  Anyone who says they aren’t guilty, can’t accept forgiveness because forgiveness is only for 
guilty people. After all you can’t forgive innocent people because there’s nothing to forgive. You can’t walk up to an 
innocent bystander and forgive them for smashing your house window if they had nothing to do with it. You can’t 
forgive a young boy for beating up your son at school, if the young boy just witnessed it happening. 
 
You see loved ones, innocent people not only don’t need forgiveness, they cannot be forgiven. And so as long as we 
insist on our innocence, we can never accept forgiveness at the hand of God. So, God insists that we admit our guilt, 
why? Because He wants so much to forgive us because He wants so much to live with us in a loving fellowship.  
 
But there can be no loving fellowship unless our rebellion against God is dealt with. And it cannot be dealt with 
unless we admit it exists. Can’t we see that God loves us enough to confront us with our evil? You know people 
accept that kind of thinking all the time without even thinking about it. People go to the doctor for a routine check-up 
and the doctor has to break the bad news and inform them they have cancer. 
 
Why does the doctor tell us that? Because they love us enough to tell us we have cancer.  
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Now granted the doctor might make alterations to the X-Ray so that the cancer spots don’t show on it, but would that 
change our condition? Would it change the truth to alter the X-Ray? We all know that a good doctor wouldn’t do that 
and neither would a good God. 
 
Now it’s not all bad news loved ones, there may be many cures for cancer and other physical ailments. But there is 
only one spiritual cure for sin and His Name is Jesus. And the Bible says that Jesus the Christ died for every one of us 
and that He died to rescue us from sin.  
 
A movie director was filming a period movie on location in a town that suited his purposes. For one scene, he built a 
set of gallows outside the church building. Well, as you can imagine the town folks were up in arms. They wrote to 
the local paper complaining about having such a hideous object of execution outside their church building. In 
response, the minister of the church wrote to the paper, he said, ‘Does anyone fail to notice we have a giant cross in 
front of the church too. Have we forgotten what the cross stands for?’ 
 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” 
 
1 John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”  
 
You see loved ones there an evil more alarming than aids or Ebola and even more mysterious than all the riddles of 
the physical universe that is devouring our race. Like a parasite, buried deep in our inner being, it is feeding on us and 
will destroy us.  Some ‘wise’ men smile and tell us there’s nothing to worry about, but there is something’s feeding 
on us!  
 
Like I mentioned at the start of this sermon there are people being brutally murdered in the streets, nations are being 
exterminated, and countless millions awake each morning to another day of torture and misery. Our hearts are finding 
pleasure in perverse evils, we’re watching more and more immorality and violence for entertainment, and we’re 
abusing more and more of our children. 
 
And what exactly is it that is feeding on us? It is sin that is feeding on us. When is mankind going to wake up and 
admit that science can’t save us! Psychiatrists can’t save us! Politics can’t save us! Medicine can’t save us! Armies 
can’t save us! The police can’t save us! Social workers can’t save us! School-teachers can’t save us! Philosophers 
can’t save us! National leaders can’t save us! Mankind needs to wake up and admit that we can’t war, buy, bribe, 
threaten, talk, study, protest or educate our way out of this mess.  
 
So where do we go for the answer and cure for the mess we’re in? We go to Jesus. When Jesus Christ came into the 
world, He came and confronted everyone one of us with our sin. And He says in John 14:6 “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus says, ‘He’s the cure for the disease of sin. 
He’s the One with the miracle cure for all of mankind’s spiritual ailments.’ 
 
He’s the One who can rescue us and save us from the mess we’ve gotten ourselves into. And He says, instead of 
shutting God out of our lives, we must let Him work with us and in us to deliver us from a sinister power that is much 
too strong for us.  
 
Now just before we finish let me ask you, what do you think about all this? Aren’t you, like the rest of us, wrestling 
with evil? Haven’t you found you are unable to conquer it? Haven’t you often thought that it all must be answered for 
some day, somewhere to Someone?  
 
Hebrews 9:27+28 “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of many and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 
who are waiting for him.” Our lives aren’t some kind of reincarnation cycle, we are here once and once only. 
 
And Jesus says, ‘you’ve only got one chance, during your lifetime to accept Him as the cure for your sinfulness’. He 
loves you and hates being separated from you because of your sin. But in order for Him to have that fellowship with 
you, He simply wants you to love Him back and do what He says. 
 
And if you desire to do that then please speak to someone about it today and they will be happy to show you what 
God says you need to do to be right with Him. 
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If you’ve already accepted Jesus as the Way but you’ve been struggling with a sin in your life, then again please talk 
to someone today about it. I’m sure they will pray about it with you and try and help you overcome the sin you’re 
struggling with. 
 
Do you know what God wants to do with us all? Simply this, do you see the PowerPoint picture? That’s what God 
wants to do, He wants to hug us and tell us, He loves each one of us deeply. The question is, will you admit your 
sinfulness and allow Him to embrace you today? 
 


