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‘The God who wants to bless the world.’ (6)

A big, muscular man visited the minister's home and askege the minister’s wife, a woman well known for he
charitable deedsMladam,’ he said in a broken voice,wish to draw your attention to the terrible plightaopoor
family in this district. The father is dead, the matisetoo ill to work, and the nine children are starving. yréue
about to be turned into the cold, empty streets unlessswnpays their rent, which amounts to £400.” ‘How
terrible!” said the minister’s wiféMay | ask who you are?The sympathetic visitor applied his handkerchief to his
eyes and saidl'm the landlord..

We all know that God won'’t miraculously appear to soreewho needs help these days, but one thing He will do
send His representatives who are here on Earth. &m atbrds, He sends His people, His church to help pedypde
are in need. And so, in a sense when you or | show lglpocsomeone, it's God who is showing up through us.

Now this is not a new concept, God has always bewking through mankind to bless the world. One of God’s
favourite virtues in man is courage. Yes, it's true thatl has concluded that all are under sin and none oéus ar
righteous a®omans 3:10 “There is no one righteous, not even taliglis. But it's also true that by God’s grace,
people often pursue noble dreams and bravely make Godiadptagbless the entire world their longing too.

Take Noah for example, He worked with God, yes, hegblythad his faults like the rest of us do, but still Godluse
him to bless the worldsenesis 6:8+9 “But Noah found favour in the eyes of thRDOT his is the account of Noah
and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless@nie people of his time, and he walked faithfully with
God.”

Genesis 7:1 “The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into theyl,and your whole family, because | have found you
righteous in this generation.”

Whatever his faults, by God’s grace, Noah stood whereesitdell, Noah,walked with God’and God saw the
bravery of this righteous man in an incredibly evil gmtion. God says I'm going to use this man to bless tr&lw
Genesis 9:1 “Then God blessed Noah and his sons, sayimgnio ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
earth”.

When we think about Abraham, he’s another example addraworking with GodHebrews 11:7-12 “By faith
Abraham, when called to go to a place he would latervees his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he
not know where he was goinBy faith he made his home in the Promised Land likeaag#r in a foreign country
he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were Wéin him of the same promidéor he was looking forward to
the city with foundations, whose architect and buildegod.And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing
age, was enabled to bear children because she consideréthful who had made the promigend so from this
one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as naméreissars in the sky and as countless as the sar
on the seashore”.

Abraham was an old man with a wife who couldn’t bealdoén, yet when God called him to follow a dream, he
trusted God and went. Years passed without the promisas toéfilled but still he trusted and God called him His
friend. Isaiah 41:8 “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whdwve chosen, you descendants of Abraham my
friend.”

And as we know God blessed Abraham so that he mightibessing to the entire worl@enesis 12:1-3 “The
LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your peapid your father’'s household to the land I will show
you. “l will make you into a great nation, and | will b&eyou; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessingl will bless those who bless you, and whoever cursed vollicurse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.”

Genesis 18:8 “Abraham will surely become a great and golwetion, and all nations on earth will be blessed
through him”.And so once again we see that God wanted to bless titet ttmaugh Abraham.

Even from Abraham’s descendants, God created thditsmaation after He had rescued them from Egyptian
oppression and made a covenant with therxadus 19:5+6 “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covertast)
out of all nations you will be my treasured possessiithough the whole earth is mingou will be for me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are thasvgou are to speak to the Israelites.”
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You see loved ones, Israel became a sign for theawhoitld that God was seeking fellowship with all mereyrh
were the visible proof of God’s intentions toward mankind &od gave them the task of telling the world about it.

Isaiah 49:3-6 “He said to me, “You are my servant, Isma&hom | will display my splendour.” But | said, “bkie
laboured in vain; | have spent my strength for nothingla¥at what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my
reward is with my God.” And now the LORD says—he wharfed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacc
back to him and gather Israel to himself, for | am hotane¢he eyes of the LORD and my God has been my
strength—he says: “It is too small a thing for you to lyeservant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring trexse

of Israel | have kept. | will also make you a light tbe Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to tliks exi the
earth.”

The nation of Israel was supposed to be God'’s tool fmhiag out to a lost world and showing them the way back
into that fellowship, that friendship with God. That whigem Jesus is speaking to the Samaritan womaanhin 4
Jesus says to herdohn 4:22 “You Samaritans worship what you do not know; wehipvehat we do know, for
salvation is from the Jews.”

Can’t we see that God longs to be reconciled to us mack than we long to be reconciled to Hik loves us so
much, He’s been sending messenger after messengehaithessage that sayspd wants to live with us’Now
that’'s what He did in the Old Testament but when tlle@lvenant had served its purpose God removed it and
brought in a New Covenant through Jesus His Son. Ouyt&@ireading waslebrews 8:6-1and the writer clearly
tells us that the new covenant is superior becatssbilt on better promises. And the writer cleaeljstus that the
old covenant is obsolete and outdated and has been repiticede new.

Speaking about Jesus’ conversation with the Fathewrter says inrHebrews 10:9+10 “Then he said, “Here | am,
have come to do your will.” He sets aside the firgtdtablish the secondnd by that will, we have been made holy
through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ doicall.” God took away the first Covenant that He might
establish the second, through the sacrifice of JesustChine Old Covenant, which had been made only with
physical Jews was replaced by a New Covenant which igoeavg offered to the whole human race.

And so, on the basis of that New Covenant, a newnuamity of faith was set up. limlatthew 16Jesus called it His
church in contrast to the Old Covenant assembly invilideernessMatthew 16:18 “And | tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and the gateblafles will not overcome it”".

Acts 7:38 “He was in the assembly in the wildernesd) thié angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with ou
ancestors; and he received living words to pass on to us”.

You see at first, as the prophets had foretold, it wadenup of believing Jews who then took the Gospel to all the
nations.Romans 1:16 “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, becasg@et power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then ta3hatile”.

Luke 24:47 “Repentance for the forgiveness of sins wippteached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem”.

Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of allbmatibaptizing them in the name of the Father andeof th
Son and of the Holy Spirit.God was determined to bless the world through individualddendas determined to
bless the world through the nation of Israel.

But what about today, who is God going to use to blesa/tiiel? Who is God going to use to reconcile the world
back to HimselfHe is going to use His churdt what does His church look like? How can we idertiiy church
today?

Well in the New Testament, Paul is able to tell uspmesians 4vhat Jesus’ church looks likephesians 4:4-6
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you welleccto one hope when you were calledg Lord, one faith, one
baptism;one God and Father of all, who is over all and throdigdnd in all.”

The number one way to identify the Lord’s church wasrsure that all the Christians hold these major traths
common. The Lord’s church see themselves, whateverdifferences in culture and heritage,cas bodyinto
which they were brought byne Spirit
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They joyfully shareone hopdor the future and serve onyneas theirLord and His Name is Jesus. They firmly holc
to one body of truth which they calléde Faithand everyone knew they submittedbtee baptism They recognise no
god butOng and He was theatherof Jesus Christ.

Another way to identify the Lord’s church is by askingowtheir mediator is. You see in the Old Testamensé&so
was Israel's mediator but this New Testament chursiSmaneone elsélebrews 8:6 “But in fact the ministry Jesus
has received is as superior to theirs as the covehavitich he is mediator is superior to the old onegesithe new
covenant is established on better promisktaty the mother of Jesus isn’t the church’s mediatesus Christ is the
church’s Mediator.

You see loved ones, the New Testament church held @httee abiding truths of the Old Covenant and gentty lai
the rest aside as belonging to a former atpdrews 8:6+7 “But in fact the ministry Jesus has weckis as superior
to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediataupgsor to the old one, since the new covenant is establ on
better promises. For if there had been nothing wrongthéhfirst covenant, no place would have been sought for
another.”In other words, God’s new people are now bound by God’s nsenant.

Now we are living in times when the world doesn’t seethitak that the Lord’s church is relevant anymore. Some
think that thechurch’ is somewhat old fashioned and isn’'t needed anynSmwevhere does the nature and place of
the church fit in, in today’s society¥ell the church is the body through which Christ mowethe world today.

Colossians 1:18 “And he is the head of the body, the chhecis;the beginning and the firstborn from among the
dead, so that in everything he might have the suprem#@bhg. New Testament speaks of the church as the body o
Christ. And until Jesus returns, Christ lives inwwald through His people, the church. His mission indimerch is
the same as it was when He was here in His persodsl b

And so, His mission needs to be our missionwhdt is His missionRuke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seel
and to save the lostHis mission is to seek and save the hurt, the weakhenids$t and church that needs to be our
mission at all times. Our mission is to keep profounths about our God before the eyes of the world.

In the New Testament, when a person wanted to becdheistian he submitted to being immersed in water as a
confession of his faith in the death, burial and restioe of Jesus Christ. And like we mentioned in tis¢ lesson,
baptism is a visible proclamation of the Gospel.

When Christians met each Sunday to share Holy Commuthieyn were confessing their faith in the living Christ
who communed with them there until He returh§€orinthians 10:16+17 “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which
we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ@ is not the bread that we break a participationenbibdy of
Christ?Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, areanhg for we all share the one loaf.”

1 Corinthians 11:26 “For whenever you eat this bread and driskualp, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes”.

Do you know what we're doing when we partake of the Lo&dipper each Lord’s Day¥e are demonstrating a
visible proclamation of Christ’s dying and living again.olther words, we're declaring to each other and to the wo
that we acknowledge that Christ lived, died and rose agmirone day, He’s going to return to take us to be with
Him forever.

And it's these truths, said PaulinCorinthians 13hat areof first importance. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 “Now, brothers
and sisters, | want to remind you of the gospel | prehtdigou, which you received and on which you have taken
your standBy this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the avibpreached to you. Otherwise, you have
believed in vain. For what | received | passed on to goaf &irst importance: that Christ died for our sinsading

to the Scriptureghat he was buried, that he was raised on the thirdaayding to the Scriptures.”

The church by its very existence shows that life Vidtd is possible for sinners. The church doesn’t savé, iiisisl
the saved community. It doesn’t proclaim its own goodniepsoclaims His saving grace. The church’s life is pért
God’s witness that Christ is alive and not dead. In otlweds, it is His life that keeps her alive, His lifehisr life.

The church has greater strength than any individlia¢ church’is the sum total of all who have submitted their
lives to Christ as Lord. The believers as a body are tabelp individuals stay alive.
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If you love your country and go to a noble-spirited andigiét meeting, you come away loving and believing in
your country moregon’'t you?And it's the same with Christ and His church, if youd Christ and worship with
noble Christ-loving people, you come away loving Him ma@ré€imothy 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of youth and
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along wik tlibo call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

Hebrews 10:24+25 “And let us consider how we may spur on@emon toward love and good deedist giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doinggrmduraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.”

There was a preacher who was having a cup of coffeeastaurant across the street from the church builéiag.
was reading his paper when a guy next to him noticeddngal garb and asked what church he was with. The
preacher pointed across the street to the Methodistithuiltling and the guy saitlyhy that’s the church | go to.’
At this the preacher perked up and saitht’s strange. I've been preaching there for five yaauk| don't believe
I've ever seen you.The man respondetome on now, preacher. | didn't say | was a fanatic.’

Now remembeithe Day’ mentioned in thélebrewletter isn’'t talking about Judgment Day, He’s talking dlibe
Lord’s Day. And out of all of the days of week, the Ler@ay is the Day when we can really express that love
towards each other. That's the Day when we can réatlyout about people needs and in a spirit of love, helptm
those needs.

And so not only does the church have greater strengthathaimdividual, the effect of the church on the world is
greater than that of any individual. Frnilippians 2:1+2Paul says;Therefore, if you have any encouragement from
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his lovetiwany fellowship with the Spirit, with any tendernessd a
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like mirftladng the same love, being one in spirit and
purpose.”

Now think about this loved ones, we all have our comomuty to Jesus Christ, we've all been united in JesustChr
we all put Him on in baptism, we’re all united with Hisatle and resurrection, and we’ve all been washed in His
blood, that’'s something we share.

We all have the comfort of His love, we’ve all kndwetlove of Jesus Christ poured into our hearts, wehfelal

that. We all have the fellowship of the Spirit, we &vail baptised by the one Spirit into the one bodyaveeall
partakers of the empowering of the Holy Spirit who leadangsguides us. We all have the compassion that come
from being saved by the mercies of God. In other wordsptiwer of any community lies in its unity.

You go out on the street and ask any crime gang and thiegNwou that organised crime is more powerful when
crime is organised, when it bands together. This is btieeaeasons God does not save individuals in ismafs
people are saved, they are added to the believing comméaity2:47 “Praising God and enjoying the favour of all
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily thosewdne being saved”.

And notice who does the adding, it's God who does thengdtfiou don't join the church like it's some kind of
bingo membership, you're added by the very Person who’s beanmuy®u since the creation of the world.
Christians have been made into one body because thighesgan better serve God and the world He loves so
much. And for the life of me | can’t understand why anyomald love Jesus but don’t want to be a part of His
church.

You se€church membershipisn’t optional loved ones, because we can’t haves€as our Saviour and then refuse
to have Him as the HeaHphesians 1:22+23 “And God placed all things under his feetgpulrded him to be head
over everything for the churcivhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills evédriytg in every way.’Now let me
just say a few things abottiacing membership’

‘Placing membershipis one of those vague expressions that isn’'t very uaafass it’s filled out with Biblical
understanding. At best, it should mean that a Christemmits to a specific congregation of people to conteibut
their giftedness as we seelirCorinthians 12ln other words, a Christians commits to that congregatineeds and
effectiveness as a witness to Christ’s redeemingdéath, resurrection and exaltation and coming again.

No Christian is gifted by God to spend their gifts mlasion.1 Corinthians 12:7 “Now to each one the manifestatio
of the Spirit is given for the common good.”
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Now | know Paul is speaking about miraculous gifts buptingciple is the same. And | believe that it's ignura
and maybe even selfishness that leads people to refusmioitcto a congregation that is in Christ. In addition
that, identifying with a congregation of God’s people meamsome under congregational discipline.

Congregations help each part of the body to maintainglece and function within the universal body of Chrtists
kind of truth is assumed everywhere in the New TestamBring him before the churchih Matthew 18:15-18
assumes that he is part of the assemBlyt. him out’in 1 Corinthians 5:1-1assumes the same thing and church
government texts imimothy andTitus take it all for granted. The person that refuses tceplaemselves under the
discipline of the entire congregation as a corpordtelevis either selfish or ignorant or both.

But is it necessary to be a member of a local church?re will of God that whenever possible the Chaistshould
be an active member in a local congregation? Is a peespired to be a member of a local church? Can they not
just a Christian, without @hurch’ affiliation?

Before we address this question specifically, let us laywader foundation concerning the use of the tehwch’
in the New Testament. The English woedurch’ is derived from the Greékurikon’, which mean&elonging to
the Lord.’The actual word in the original New Testament text stamds behind the modern renditiamurch,’ is
‘ekklesia’, signifying‘called out.’

It is now generally conceded that the basic sense aétheis‘assembly’or ‘congregation.’In a non-religious sense,
the word was used of a public assembly as we seetin19:32+39+40ln a spiritual sensegkklesia’is employed

in the New Testament ifree major wayswith serious responsibilities associated with eacgeisahurch’ is used
of the people of God universally and so when a personngersed in water, they are automaticéallyded’to that
body of saved people who constitute ttteurch’ like we read earlier id\cts 2:47.There is no such thing in the
Christian age as beinigaved,’and not being a member of Christ’s spiritual body,derch. InEphesians 5:23
Christ is described as the Saviour of the body, whidwdisre is identified as the church.

In the New Testamentkklesia’ also refers to the Lord’s people in a certain lodate.example, ifcts 5:11you
have the church in Jerusalem,litCorinthians 1:30u have the church in Corinth and like we looked atylear
you’ve got the seven local churches in Asia MinoR&wvelation 2+3

When Paul and his companions travelled about, preachirgptitenews regarding Jesus, wherever men and wom
surrendered to the truth in Gospel obedience, locathblesrwere established. These new Christians banded toget
for the purpose of corporate worship and fellowship in sgrtheir Master. This was not some optional plan
improvised by the whims of the missionaries, it wasvandly orchestrated pattern of organization.

Ask yourself,how could a Christian ever be rebuked for forsakingssemblylike we looked at earlieiif he or she
is not even obligated to be a part of a local chuf@b@ structured the individual congregation around an
organisation planf Christ did not intend for His people to be a closelydbed Christian family, why did He
organize the local body the way He did?

It's such a shame that so many people just wanhtree’ Christian, without the commitment that goes withtis
so sad that some Christians simply don’t want to @ienvironment where they might be subject to the diiseip
of the local congregation.

And it really is a shame and very sad that some peapie this attitude because they may entertain theotiubat
they are serving God but they are®phesians 5:15 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Govietl the church and
gave himself up for her.”

How can any genuine Christian say they love Christhmy don’t love what Christ loved and died for? How can
anyone say they're a Christian but at the same tiegwon’t come and worship the very One who died fomthe

You see God has been working with mankind and mankind hasnme&ing with God since the beginning to get
that message out to the world that God loves them antsw@be with them. He worked with and through Noah,
Abraham and the nation of Israel to get that messagé&\od now He’s working with and through His church to ge
that message out to the world.
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And so, if you're not a Christian this morning, thenggie know that God loves you and longs to add you to His
body, His church. He won't force you to love Him, Ibig says His church is here to tell that He loves yalitde
deeply desires to have a relationship with you.



