‘Jesus, the same yesterday.’

We’re beginning a new sermon series today, Withrews 13:81 mind, where the Hebrew writer tells us th&tsus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and foreMext week we’ll look at howdesus is the same todathe
following week we’ll look at howJesus is the same forevdut today | want us to focus on ho¥esus is the same
yesterday’

A Sunday school teacher was asking her students soméoqgaester a series of lessons on God’s abilities. Sh
asked,Is there anything God can’t doEverybody was silent. Finally, one boy held up his h3im teacher, on
seeing this, was disappointed that they had missed thegiaire lesson. She sighed and askég:ll, what is it you
think God can’'t do?The boy repliedHe can’t please everybody.’

And there’s a lot of truth in that young boy’s answecduse over and over again within the Scriptures, we see
people who are never pleased with the things that Goslataethe way He does them. Cain wasn't pleased with C
and His ways, the Jews in the wilderness weren’tspi@¢avith God and His ways, the religious leaders insJ¢isoe
weren’t pleased with God and His ways.

And even today, people are still not pleased with God asavilys, they want to promote same-sex marriage, they
want to promote assisted suicide, they want to promotéi@boSome people want to change His Word and make
the Gospel more appealing through prosperity or by abusinggdeephotions. But they all, whether it be in Bible
times or even today, want God to change His waysusectney refuse to change their own ways.

And if there was ever a Scripture to draw encouragefrmtin an ever-changing world, this would be'igsus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and foreverfadeshl3:8 Heaven is screaming out that, everything arounc
you may change and people may change and try to chasg&/d#d but Jesus Christ doesn’'t change. He won't
cancel His offer of unconditional love and grace but ld@twvithdraw His demands for repentance and obedience
either.

And if the Bible tells us anything, it tells us over androagain, God won't changelebrews 6:17+18 “Because Goo
wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose ventald®e heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it
with an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangealigshin which it is impossible for God to lie, we who &éav
fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greaitpuraged.”

Scripture tells us over and over that God won't chamagk &tMalachi 3:6, “I the Lord do not changd.bok at what
James says ilames 1:17, “Every good and perfect gift is from abovejrgpaown from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadaws”

Do you remember iNlumbers 23when Balaam was paid to curse Israett didn't allow it, instead He pronouncec
a blessing on them through the prophet. Look at what & seyumbers 23:19'God is not a man, that he should
lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his m@&dd wanted them to know He won’'t change and loved ones
Jesus is the same, He will not change.

| want to focus on Jesus being the saymeterday’but what we should understand is thaisterday’can go back as
far in history as you like. It could go back to a liteéyaisterday’or it could go back to when you were born. Now in
the context ofHebrews 13it’s speaking about since the arrival of Jesus aseag about Him in the Gospels. But |
would like for us to go even further back in history, | masto go back to a time before Jesus existed as a man.

Turn your Bibles taJohn 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wisG®Gad, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were madeugh Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made.”

Now who is‘the Word’ mentioned in these versel$’® Jesus. And we know John is speaking about Jesas $edf
you read on further down irohn 1:14t says that;And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and wedehe
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of tleHer, full of grace and truth.”

Now remember Jesus didn’'t become Jesus untibeleame fleshand that’s important to remember because this
tells us that Jesus wdke Word’ before He became Jesus, God in the flesh. And we kimawttte Word, who is
Jesus existed before creation because John“Séys\Word was in the beginning.”
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In other words, the Word was in existence before thddwvas even created. Jesus wasn'’t a created being as sor
religious groups believe because He existed before anylsiagvas created. The Word didn’t come into being, He
already existed and has continually existed. Jesus Hiclagtied His own divine pre-existencelinohn 8:58vhen
He said to the JewS\ost assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham wasyll”

And notice that John doesn't leave any roomifer‘buts’ or ‘maybes; he says|n the beginning was the Word.’
Which is very similar to what Moses wroteGenesis 1:1 ‘In the beginning Go®&6th Moses and John are writing
as a matter of fact, the Bible doesn’t set about gryanconvince us that God exists, it’s written as a maftéact
that He does exist.

Now you might ask, wellhat did the Word do in the beginninB&fore we answer that question, let me ask you
this questionyhat does the wordyord” meanWVell, just like you can’t make a cup of tea or coffee withwater,
you can’t communicate with people without words. If | wgmti to understand what I'm thinking, | need to use
words to tell you.

The Greek word fotword’ is the wordLogos’ and it means a thought expressed, or something said. TeksGre
saw'‘logos’ as reason or wisdom and they thougit Logos’'was some kind of a go between, between a spiritual
God and the material universe. The Jews would understartdlwiias’ meant and their minds would have gone
straight back t@senesidecause they understood that this was a revelatior ohithd of God.

Turn your Bibles tdsenesis Jand notice throughoutenesis Wwe find the wordsGod said.” Genesis 1:3 “God said,
“Let there be light.” Genesis 1:6 “God said, “Let thbeea vault between the waters to separate watenfater.”
And we could go on but the point I'm trying to make is thiat Word’ was the One speaking creation into existenc

And just as a side note, each of these days wermmand, the wordset there,’are misleading, it should redde
light’, ‘be a vault between the water$he Word of God was the One commanding creation intéegxie and so the
Word, wasn't just present at creation but actively ined in creation.

That’'s what Paul is trying to get us to understandadiossians 1:16+17, “For in him all things were createdgtin
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whetim@mtes or powers or rulers or authorities; all thinggehbeen
created through him and for him. He is before all thingd,iamim all things hold together.”

That’s what John is trying to get us to understand whesay® inJohn 1:1-3, “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with Godde was with God in the beginning. Through him all things weade; without him nothing
was made that has been made.”

He’s trying to tell us thaffhe Word’ was there before creatiothe Word’ commanded creation into existence and
‘the Word’ was with God even before creation and the Word wag @in 1:1 You see loved oneshe Word'is a
person, not an attribute of God or a production of Godsldéthe same essence as the Father, in other wdeds
Deity. Hebrews 1:3ays,“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the ergatesentation of his being, sustainin
all things by his powerful word Notice that phraséthe exact representation of his beintkie literal translation
says,'Jesus is the carbon copy of God.’

Now we hear a lot about the wotdnity’ but that word doesn’t exist in your Bibles, but we doehédne word
‘Godhead’used within the<JV. When Paul is speaking on Mars Hill he say8ans 17:29 “Forasmuch then as we
are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the @adhs like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art
and man’s device.”

He also says iRomans 1:20 “For the invisible things of him from the coratf the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his epawalr and Godhead; so, that they are without excuse.”

Colossians 2:9 “For in him dwelleth all the fullness @& odhead bodily. TheN.I.V writes that verse, this way,
Colossians 2:9, “For in Christ all the fullness of Dty lives in bodily form.”

| remember a few years ago, Josh asked me to explaimidiow the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the shinte
yet different.And so, | shared a practical illustration with him. | gae potato and put it in the middle of the table
and then went on and got a plate of mashed potatoes, afdiaiéed potatoes and a baked potato.
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| went on to explain that although the mashed potato vifaseht in appearance from the boiled and baked potatoe
and vice versa, they are all essentially still potabagsn different forms.

The Bible talks about God as being Deity, the Biblkstabout Jesus as being Deity and the Bible talks about the
Holy Spirit as being Deity. Three different persomaditout one in the same, Asohn 5:2Qells us. You see,
whenever you read your Bible and you find Jesus referringnsédf as theSon of man,’He’s talking about His
human nature. But when you find Him referring to Himsslflee'Son of God,; He’s talking about His divine nature.

And so, although the Son existedthe beginning with God’it was necessary thabhe Word’ should'become flesh’
and‘dwell’ or ‘tabernacle’among us agohn 1:14ells us.But why did Jesus need to come in bodily forPail tells
us inPhilippians 2:6-&hat JesusThough he existed in the form of God did not regard equaiity God as
something to be grasped, but emptied himself by taking omthedf a slave, by looking like other men, and by
sharing in human nature. He humbled himself, by becomindietteto the point of death — even death on a cross!

Notice Jesu&xisted in the form of Godand Paul says without that human form, it would’ve begossible for
Him to fulfil the unique purpose for which He canBeit why did He need a body®hn 20:30+31 “Jesus performed
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, wehat recorded in this book. But these are writtenybat
may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son df &wl that by believing you may have life in his name.”

Now remember John never uses the wordacle’ in his Gospel, he always uses the wosdins’. And here Jesus
says, He needed a body in order to presentitpes’ which were to be the authentication and endorsemenisof H
Messiahship. He needed a body to set the human raperfieet example of obedience to the will of the Fathad
above all, by means of that perfect life, to demonstrgevorthiness to become the perfect offering forsiheof the
world.

You see, the Word had to become flesh because this eas/the plan right from start. Remember what God &aid
the serpent isenesis 3:15 “And | will put enmity between you and the wgraad between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his.h€ehe Word needed a body, so He could die on the cross
and crush Satan once and for all.

That’s why we find the writer of the letter to tRebrews quoting fromPsalm 40:6-8Hebrews 10:5 “Therefore
when he comes into the world, he says, “Sacrificeadfsting you didn’'t desire, but you prepared a body for me;
You had no pleasure in whole burnt offerings and sacrifmesin. Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come (in theod of
the book it is written of me) to do your will, O GodNotice that thebody' was prepared fome.” The Word
becoming flesh was all a part of God'’s plan.

Why did He come in the fleshife came in order to be able to communicate with mankirdgersonal,
unmistakable and uncomplicated manheemember being told a story about millions of anét there walking

along a railway line. There was a man there watchiagthwhen he looked up and saw there was a train coming :
so he shouted as loud as he could at the ants, tellingthieze’s a train coming, they need to get off the track.

Well, obviously, the ants didn’t know nothing about tlertrcoming and they certainly wouldn’t be able to
understand what this man was telling them. And then he tazlght, | will become an ant and so he became an ¢
and told them of the upcoming danger and so some of thésteted to him and got off the tracks whilst others jus
ignored him to their own peril.

You see loved ones, in a way that's what God did. Ondroaer again, He told His people He was coming but the
simply didn’t understandsaiah 7:14 “Therefore the LORD Himself will give yosign: Behold, a virgin will be
with child and bear a son, and she will call His namméanuel.”

Malachi 3:1 “Behold, | am going to send My messenger, andilhelear the way before Me. And the LORD, whonm
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the mgssexi the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is
coming," says the LORD of hosts.”

And so, Jesus had to come in the form of man to exf@airs in simple human language exactly what God wants
to hear.Do you want to know what God is liké®dok at Jesu®Do you remember when the Philip wanted to know
what God was like3ohn 14:9 “Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so loryyat you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Fatherysodyou say, ‘Show us the Father?”
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Do you want to know what God’s will id4sten to Jesuslohn 6:38 “For | have come down from heaven not to do
my will but to do the will of him who sent meDo you want to know how to live a life which pleases Gbdlfow
the example of Jesus.Peter 2:21 “To this you were called, because Christredffier you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps.”

The point I'm trying to make loved ones, is that everythiggcan know about God is revealed in Jesus Christ. In
other words, Jesus isn't merely a representation ofMbwel, He is the Word of Goéevelation 19:13 “He was
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is cdled\Word of God."John here is speaking about the
sacrificed Jesus, as the Word of God.

John 5:37-40 “The Father who sent me has himself testtb@cerning me. You have never heard his voice nor se
his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do ndigve the one he sent. You study the Scriptures diligent
because you think that in them you have eternal lifes@ lage the very Scriptures that testify about meyget

refuse to come to me to have lifdésus rebuked the Pharisees because they searchedpha&xcand didn’t find
Jesus, even though the Scriptures did speak of Him.

Now what does all this mean in light BEbrews 13:8It means that yesterday Jesus was the Word, it nibans
yesterday Jesus was God in the flesh, it means éisérglay Jesus was the Word of God. But not only yestdsda
today and forever more, He will be the Word.

Jesus never changes loved ones but He does ask usige.cAad the word for that in the Bible is the worpent.
Now | think the wordrepent” has had a lot of bad press over the years, sometihyesidhear people say isgpent,
repent, repentin a very negative way. And sometimes the wogdent’isn’t used at all in some religious circles
because its seen as offensive and comes across asregative word. The Greek word for repentigtanoeo’and
it simply means to think differently, to reconsider. Andhe Bible, repentance, just like faith, leads usesahere
else. You see loved ones, the wortbent’is a positive word because it leads us to blessings.

Remember when king Hezekiah became i i@hronicles 322 Chronicles 32:24-26 “He prayed to the LORD, wh
answered him and gave him a miraculous sign. But Hezekiahi$ Wwas proud and he did not respond to the
kindness shown him; therefore, the LORD’s wrath aa$iim and on Judah and Jerusalem. Then Hezekiah reper
of the pride of his heart, as did the people of Jerusdl@mrefore, the LORD’s wrath did not come on them during
the days of HezekiahHezekiah's repentance led to him and the people of Jenusmimg blessed by God.

Proverbs 1:23 “Repent at my rebuke! Then | will pour outthhoughts to you, | will make known to you my
teachings.”'Solomon says when a person repents, God will let yow kweat His will is.

When Peter preached the first Gospel sermon, he salys ews listening iActs 2:38, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ #fahgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the¢ gifthe
Holy Spirit.” Peter says when a person repents, they not only refoegieeness, they also receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 7:10 “Godly sorrow brings repentance thalsléa salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death.”

Do you see how real, Biblical repentance always leatidessingsMezekiah had to think differently, Solomon
encourages us to think differently and Peter asked the tdethink differently, but there’s more to repentatian
just thinking differently. The Bible says that our thinkinffedently is more than just feeling sorry for ourssiit
should lead to a change of direction and a change ofioeina

| remember speaking with this young girl who became as@dm and | asked hewyhat difference has Christ made
in her life?’ She replied;well, before | used to run towards sin, but now | runyafvam it". And that's what Biblical
repentance is, it's taking the time to thinking diffetgntvhich leads us to live differently. But repentancetisn’
onetime act, Christians will repent many times during tifej especially if they have sinned against God or the
fellowman.

And loved one’s repentance is something God wants all akimé to do,Acts 17:30 “In the past God overlooked
such ignorance, but now he commands all people evergwbheepent.’'Have you ever wondered why God hasn'’t
come back yet to judge the worldPeter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promisesaane understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wantingaayo perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
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God hasn’'t come back yet because He’s giving you time th thiferently about Him, He’s giving you time to think
differently about your lifestyle. He's giving you timettuink differently about your relationship with Him. Ifyo
didn’t believe that Jesus was the Word yesterday, yoe haveason to carry on believing that today. If you didn’
believe that Jesus became God in the flesh yesterdayave no reason to carry on believing that today.uf yo
didn’t repent yesterday, you have no reason, not to thiféeently about your relationship with Him today.

Loved ones;Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and fdgraséiebrews 13:&ells us. He is the Word, the
Word who became a man, the Word of God and whose Witirstands yesterday, today and forever.



