‘Jesus, the same today’

We’re continuing in our mini sermon seriestéebrews 13:&vhere the Hebrew writer tells us thdesus Christ is
the same yesterday and today and fore\ast week we looked at hodesus is the same yesterd@ie looked at
John 1:1-3andGenesis 1o show that Jesus was the Word before He becamg dgswe now know Him in the flesh.

We looked at how as the Word, He existed before creatitsted and how He spoke creation into existence as the
Word. And finally, we looked at how He was Deity and siDeity and will be Deity forever more. Next week'll
look at howJesus is the same foreybut today | want us to focus on hoesus is the same today

A student was taking his final exam at university. He takesdds in the exam room and just stares at the exam
paper. Then in a fit of inspiration, he takes off hiseshand throws them out of the window and then remioges
clothes, including his trousers and socks. The teachemigealarmed and said to himhat on earth are you
doing?’he said,I’'m only following the instructions on the exam papersatys to answer the questions in brief!’

We can all think of times like that when we totally nmdarstand the instructions. | think men are more protigato
than women are. Men have got this habit of thinking threxmkhow to build anything, so we don't need to follow th
instruction booklet. It's kind of like building a computer klesnly to find you have extra parts left over because yc
didn’t follow the instructions properly.

| think the instructions that Jesus gave are often misatatel and so people either ignored them all togethdregr t
are left with some parts of the Scripture which thaytda into their theology. You see loved ones, Jesube same
today becausklis message is still the same todagd what is His messagét® good news.

The word Gospel meangood news, which is the message of forgiveness for sin througlatbweing work of Jesus
Christ. Paul tells us exactly what the Gospel i$ {Dorinthians 15:1-4 “Now, brothers and sisters, | wanemoimd

you of the gospel | preached to you, which you received anghich you have taken your stand. By this gospel, yc
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to yotherwise, you have believed in vain. For what enesd

| passed on to you as of first importance: that Chliesd for our sins according to the Scriptures, that relwaied,
that he was raised on the third day according to thpt8ezs”.

In a lot of sermons today you’ll hear about hdwesus died on a cross and died for yiout very rarely will you hear
someone sayJesus died on that cross and died for because yousareea.’And that’s because that wodnner’
which is‘hamartolos,’is seen as politically incorrect and offensive to sonmpleethese days. But anyone who has
voluntarily or deliberately violated God's laws, or reged the requirements of God’s law is a sinner, thdia whe
word ‘sinner’ means.

And if you find that offensive, let me tell, you don't seeearly as offensive as God does. He hates it andlalts it
with a passion because He knows what the ultimatesqoesices arésaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separate
you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from yothatche will not hear.God is a holy God and He
hates sin because it opposes His very holy natureegrasiates us from Him.

You see Jesus lived a perfect life and because of thatasl¢he only one who was qualified to substitute His own
sinless life, for our sinful life on the cross. He wimnthe cross to pay the debt that we owe to God fosiouBut
thankfully He rose again and His resurrection is tlo®pof the power of God.

Now loved ones Christianity, and your faith has its fotioda on the death, burial and resurrection of Jeswss. It’
central to everything we believe as Christians, whiskhhat Paul says ifi Corinthians 15:2 “By this gospel you are
saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to y@therwise, you have believed in vaiin’other words, if
Jesus didn't die, if He wasn't buried and if He didrserirom the grave, we may as well just go home, be¢hase
would be no point.

There would be no point or purpose to this life and thereld be no hope for an afterlifé.Corinthians 15:19 “If
only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are lbpaople most to be pitied.”

There is a story about how Satan once summoned hdetapnic aides to plan a strategy against the church. Sate
stood at the blackboard lecturing and illustrating thesteggategies in demonic warfare. At the end of thisises
Satan saidNow get out there and give your best possible effoketep believers from winning the lost.’
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As the demonic hierarchy headed for the door, Satan hblere'By the way, be careful, if those Christians ever
begin to really believe and act on what they haveenstrd of God, then hell help us all, heaven’s going¢ak
loose!

Loved ones, we need live like we believe Jesus diedbwasd and rose again. We need preach, teach and talk il
we believe Jesus died, was buried and rose again. Weamaetdand behave and treat other people, like we believ
Jesus died, was buried and rose again. Because remefobef people don't read the Bible, they read you and yo
life. And they will judge our Christianity on how we go abour daily life. In other words, we’re a walking, talgi
advertise of the death, burial and resurrection of Chris

So not only is His message still the same today but Jesus same today, becauke way He taught us to love is
the same todayrou see, the Gospel is a message of love, the Bibéally a love letter from God to all of mankind.
Jesus dealt with many aspects of human life but one kpreally pushed, was the topic of love. But this m@s
ordinary love, this was a radical new way to love.

When Jesus taught about love He didn’t just focus orowerfor our friends and family, oh no, He taught al@ut
love even more radical than that. He taught abowetleat was much more challenging, a love that testy ébee

of our bodiesMatthew 5:43+44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love ymighbour and hate your enemy.’ But |
tell you, love your enemiesnd pray for those who persecute you.”

Now the kind of love Jesus is speaking about here ischddisocial love, it's the Greek wordgapao’which means
to love in the moral sense. It’s the kind of love thsks us to love those who we want to hate, love tivbsealready
hate us. And it’s radical because it goes against durgytve’ve been taught for years by society about love.

Because let’s be honest, it's the easiest thing imvtiidd to hate someonen't it? It's the easiest thing in the world
to try and revenge our wrongs, to get even with thosehat® us. It's easy to go to the blame, no claimcourts,
it's easy to go to thehad an accident in the last five years, that wagniir fault’ solicitors. Jesus says the love He
wants us to put into practice, isn't revengeful, it's waagyre powerful than that. This kind of love doesn't hold
grudges, it forgives, it doesn’t create bitterness,iiigsr us to our knees in prayer.

John 13:34+35 “A new command | give you: Love one anotket.have loved you, so you must love one another
By this everyone will know that you are my disciplésgou love one another Now what so new about this
command of loveWell, what's new about this love is found in the phrése) have loved you'All the way through
Jesus’ life, He demonstrated a radically new way to 8wl it’s interesting that Jesus uses the Greek word we
looked at earlieragapao’which is used in the social and moral sense. But whesaj& 'if you love one anothey’

He uses the Greek wordgape’'which means the highest form of love, the love Godftvaas and the love we
should have for God and each other.

In other words, it's a sacrificial kind of love, the #iof love that Jesus speaks aboutdann 15John 15:12+13 “This
is my command: that you keep on loving each other jushasgd loved you. No one has greater love than a persol
who lays down his life for his friendslt’s the kind of love Paul talks about iiphesians 5:25 “Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himsétbiuper.” And so, Jesus is the same today because He st
expects us to love everyone as He loved everyone today.

But not only that, Jesus is the same today beddas#ill offers forgiveness todaYou see, for Jesus it was
important not only that we try to reach His standarlbeé but also that we realise there are going to bestiwhen
we don't reach His standard of love. And really, thatt®tthe cross is all about, it not only shows us the
consequences of sin but it shows His great love fokkmdnBut we can never understand the cross as something
done for us, until we understand that it was something bpoes.

In other words, we need to realise that we are alesshand have fallen short of God'’s gloryRasmans 3:23ells us.
Because we can't ask for forgiveness for something, ifdgmit think you’'ve done anything wrong/ould you
expect a man to say sorry for beating someone up,héte’'t done it? Would you expect a woman to say sorry f
stealing from a shop, if she hadn’t stolen anything?

| remember when | was a teenager, | used to wear adadadnd one time | was at my friend’s house playing
games all day, when suddenly there was a knock at the dibdrnaas my dad. He looked really angry and draggec
me out of my friend’s house and took me home.
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Now | was confused and didn’t have a clue what was gainguad when we got home my day literally hit me on th
face. You see earlier that day he saw some youths abther shop giving abuse to some elderly people and bec:
the youths were wearing balaclavas, he automatit@iyght | was one of them, but | wasn’t even there,d wamy
friend’s house all day. It wasn’t until my mum told hihat it couldn’t have been me, because my balaclavanwas
the washing, that my dad realised he had made a mistakeidsdisg to me. And from that day on my father neve
raised his hand against me ever again.

You see loved ones, | couldn’t ask for forgiveness forezbimg | hadn’t done. But when my dad realised he
punished me for something | hadn’t done, he could ask for forgsge John says inJohn 2:2 “He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but dtscthe sins of the whole worldJohn the baptiser stood on the
banks of the River Jordan and saw Jesus coming towardsnadirsays iddohn 1:29 “Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the worldVotice he uses the wofsin’ not ‘sins’ and that’s because Jesus came to deal witl
sin, as a whole.

When Jesus’ friend Lazarus died, the Bible say®im 11:35hat“Jesus wept’"Why's He cryingAVell, it's

certainly not because Lazarus is dead, after all Hetgggoi bring him back to life. No! He’s crying because in
Lazarus’ death, He saw the full consequence of sin. Nawnyay think that my sins are bigger than your sins, so
don’'t need as much forgiveness, wrong!

Have you ever lied to someone or stolen somethyfogve sinned and you need forgivenddave you ever had a
bad thought or murdered someoia’'ve sinned and You need forgivenesslohn 5:17 “All wrongdoing is sinlt
doesn’t matter if you’ve committed what you think is@all’ sin or if you've committed what you think isfauge’
sin, the point is, we all need forgiveness. God wotldfiér forgiveness if we didn’t need it.

Now let me ask yolhave you ever wondered why Jesus died at Passover tinmeaRdntecostRebrews 7:27
“Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offerifices day after day, first for his own sins, andtfo

the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sinsedor all when he offered himselfYou see, irExodus 13avhere
God‘passed overthe first born of Egypt, that was a day that God woulcenespeat, it was a one-off event, done &
God. The Day of Pentecost was a festival that was tepeated every year.

And so, He died on Passover because this too, was dfanent, a once for all sacrificelebrews 9:22 “In fact, the
law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blaod without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.'He died because of us and for us, so that He could offemasy to receive forgiveness.

However, the price of our forgiveness was paid in aarkable, symbolic way when Jesus suffered and died in ou
place. That's why we partake of the Lord’s Supper evegkwéesus took the simple symbols of bread and wine a
used them as symbols of His body and bldédithew 26:26-28 “While they were eating, Jesus took breae, ga
thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, sayirake and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave
thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it,cdliyou. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sinblow please notice that Jesus didn’t ask the Fatheess bis as we partake
of the bread and wine, He blessed God, He thanked Gaddading the bread and wine.

There was a church who were getting ready to partalteeibord’s Supper and the preacher suggested that as the
passed the bread and cup they whispé®r body of Christ, sacrificed for you.” ‘The blood Ghrist, shed for you.’
As the emblems were being passed around, one man inrtpeegation was reluctant to partake and so a six-year-
old girl said to him softly;it's ok, take it. It's for sinners.’

You see, she understood that she couldn’t partake ofaluse she was a child, but she was old enough to unders
what the Supper was all about, it's for saved sinners.séeuwe don't partake of the Supperdoeivethe
forgiveness of our sins, we partake of the Suppeaus®ur sins have been forgiven. Because it's during the
Supper, that the great price which was made for us tiveeite forgiveness of our sins, is realised.

And when we realise how much forgiveness we need, tistiife Paul, we can whisper the words he said to his
young friend Timothyl Timothy 1:15 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deservésifickeptance: Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the woidaW | don’t know about you, but when | read those word:
the‘l am the worst’part, reminds me of me.

And so, not only do we need forgiveness, we need to bagvith forgive others too.
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Over and over again the Bible not only reminds us of outt feeforgiveness but it reminds us of our need to forgi
others too. Now this again is a radical new practiceaitadical new way of thinking. Jesus saybslatthew
6:14+15 “For if you forgive other people when they sin agaiost your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father wit forgive your sins.”

What Jesus is saying is that if we claim to be folleaadrChrist, we must reflect God’s nature. And since &od’
nature includes the ability to forgive, then we too nfogjive anyone who wrongs us, because if don’t, we can'’t
claim to belong to Christ. But a command is a commaweld ones and it’s simple, if you don't forgive thenerth
God won't forgive you.

And remember Jesus told us earlier that we are to lav@ry for our enemiebut why pray for them? Are we
praying that those who hurt us will chang&@ll yes, but it's more than that. We're also prayirgf thur attitudes
towards them will change. You might not be able to chahegie attitude towards you, but through prayer, you will
help you change your attitude towards them.

Now | understand that forgiving people isn't something thateeasy to us. But loved, do you really believe that
was easy for Jesus to sayLinke 23:34 “Father, forgive them, for they do not know whai/ are doing.When

Jesus saysforgive them’, He’s not just talking about the Roman soldiers wheevearrying out the death sentence.
He’s talking about the whole of the human race, Halarig about every sinner who has ever lived before th&scro
and every sinner who has lived and will live after thessro

So, don't tell me you can't forgive someone, tellwan't you, because you follow a man who was willing t@fee
the world for all it’'s wrong doing against Him. Paul say&phesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tender-heartec
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave ydthé point is, Jesus is the same today because He kmews
need to forgive others because we need forgiveness so mmsaives, and He still offers it today.

So, let me ask you before we finislg you believe everything I've said this morning? Do you utidedshow much
He loved us and wants us to love others the same? Do ggwseneed for forgiveness and the need to forgive
others who wrong you? Do you believe that Jesus diedbwasd and rose agaiffdou do,then what are you
waiting for?

You can receive all these things I've spoken about thisimgytoday. You simply have to do spiritually, what JestL
did physically. Paul puts it so simply iRomans 6:3-8 “Don’t you know that all of us who were lmgatiinto Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefdesl lwith him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glottyeoFather, we too may live a new life. For if we hbgen
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly als® united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know
that our old self was crucified with him so that theyoded by sin might be done away with, that we showld
longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has didetdaset free from sin. Now if we died with Chnigg
believe that we will also live with him.”

That'’s straightforwardsn’t it? In baptism, we’re simply doing spiritually what Christl gihysically. In baptism, we
die like He died, in baptism, we are buried like He imaised and in baptism, we are raised to a new life, Hikavas
raised to a new life.

Peter said to those listening on the day of Pentecatstiiy could be forgiven for killing the Messiah, anddié
them what they needed to do, to receive this forgivemssaid inActs 2:38 “Repent and be baptized, every one ©
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveneg®woif sins. And you will receive the gift of the HolpiBt.”

Jesus is the same today because the way we recegweefeess for our sins, and the gift of the Holy Spisitstill the
same today. And so, if you're not a Christian this mmag, let me leave you with the words of the apostld Ra
think about2 Corinthians 6:2 “In the time of my favour | heard yong & the day of salvation | helped you.” | tell
you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the dagaif/ation.”



