‘Jesus is the same forever.’

And as we enter this last sermon on the theméebfews 13:&vhere the Hebrew writer tells us thidesus Christ is
the same yesterday and today and foreviesday, we're going to look at howesus is the same forever.

There was man who was driving a local priest to worshgmarning, when all of a sudden, the car in front skidde
across the road and killed a hare in the processgiy&vas deeply upset because he had killed one of God’s
creatures. So, the priest went over the hare, pouredtbng over it and the hare came back to life. The cag/ w
amazed as he saw the hare take off into the fieldaBue was watching it run, the hare stopped and wavedj he r:
another few yards and stopped and waved. The guy saidi¢kg ‘prow, that holy water is amazingtd which the
priest replied;oh this isn’t holy water, it's hair and wave restorer.’

What picture comes to your mind, when you think of the wprdest’? When it comes to the wofrdriest’, most
people think about a guy who goes around wearing black garrhasta, white dog collar, a cross around his neck
and carries nothing but a Bible and a small bottle of alier.

The very wordpriest’ means one who stands for and mediates for anotheryba offers sacrifices. The word
‘priest’ is used725 timesin the Old Testament ar&® timesin the New Testament. And the word carries witkhig,
idea of one who acts as a bridge to link two partieg)arBible sense, the two parties are God and man.

In Hebrews the word'priest’ is usedl2 timesthe words;High priest’are used 6 timesand the wordpriesthood’
is usedb times So, with that in mind please turn your Bibles toBla®k of Hebrewsbecause this is where we’re
going to learn that Jesus is the sdorever, as our High Priest

Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a great hight prieshas ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of G
let us hold firmly to the faith we profedsor we do not have a high priest who is unable to ematiith our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been temptedymasgrjust as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then
approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence, so thahayereceive mercy and find grace to help us in our time
of need.”

The writer declares that Jesus is our High Priestntite He isn't just our High Priest, He is aueatHigh Priest,
but what make Him so greattstly, Jesus is a great High Priest becdtigehas ascended into heavelm other
words, Jesus is operating as High Priest in the heavealing. Jesus is great because He is serving as HighiRries
God’s house in the heavenly realms.

Secondly Jesus is a great High Priest becatigeis the Son of God'In our first sermon in this series we looked at
how Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of God, wdlighys refers to His divine nature. You see, Jesus’ijash
a mere person, He is someone who carries great aytiid honour, He is the Son of God.

Thirdly, Jesus is a great High Priest becatiseis able to sympathise with our weakness@sie of the lies that
Satan whispers to Christians, especially when they'reggbirough hard times is that Jesus doesn't really careor
doesn'’t really understand us.

How many times have you seen two individual Christianagythrough the exact same trial in their lives but they
handle them differently®@ne Christian is suffering with severe health problant you very rarely see them becau:
they’re focusing so much on their problems. And anotligis@an is suffering with the exact same severdtiea
problems and yet they are still actively involved in chuifeh

What'’s the difference™Phe difference is one is focusing on their problemsthadther is focusing on Jesus. The
ones who focus on Jesus understand that there’s mapanience they will go through in life that Jesus Hasn’
experienced or doesn’t understand.

He was deserted by His disciples, rejected by the oeligieaders, He experienced loneliness, hunger and thirst.
Jesus was mocked, spat upon, tortured and crucified os® taves ones, He knows what we are going through,
He was tested in every way as we are. He knows whgitations are all about, He Himself was exposedeto th
onslaught of Satan.

Why do you think He’s sweating blood in the garden of GetlaseHe knows what it’s like to endure great trials.
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Fourthly, Jesus is a great High Priest because in the feadétbé adversity and all the temptations that came His
way, ‘He didn’t sin’. 1 Peter 2:21-23 “To this you were called, because Chrigrsdffor you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. “He cottedino sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When
they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliateen he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, hestadr
himself to him who judges justly.”

You see, when we sin, it’s our choice to do so anaithoice that we all fail miserably at times. Butditin’t fail
and despite facing everything that we face, He is our grigatPtiest because He didn’t sin. And so, becausesJes
is our great High Priest, the writer encourages us tplgido two things.

First, the writer encourages us‘twmld firmly to the faith we professNow remember thBook of Hebrewsas
written to encourage the Jewish Christians not tokiank to Judaism. And if there’s an application whichiik st
very relevant today, it's simply this, don’t give up, dayo back to the world and its ways.

How many people do you know have given up the faith and laaak to the world? How many people do you know
who were Christians for years, suddenly give up the féikke?met lots of people over the years who were once
faithful members of the church and they loved God de@Hgy were very active in service, some preached, some
taught in Sunday school, some taught in Bible school arottere brilliant leader8ut what happened? Why did
they fall away?

In my experience, there’s always one or two reasorengilhey were either involved in a sin that they enjoes@
much, they didn’t want to stop. Or there were refahip problems with their brethren and they alloweddhat
person whom they had fallen out with to stand betweemtand their salvation.

Now loved ones, | understand struggling with sin and | undets&lationship problems within the church. But the
real reason we have so many fallen saints is simplgiuse they havérgotten’. They've forgotten why they came
to Christ in the first place. They've forgotten that Bon of God is in heaven, acting as High Priestingafor them
to speak to Him about their struggles and problems. And spetiteup focusing on the wrong things and just go
through the motions of being a Christian before theyafaly.

| remember watching a television programme which | enjoyegidars until | married Funmi and whenever this
programme came on she would simply get up, leave the gmopstairs and watch something else until my
programme was finished. It wasn’t until this happened atifees that | stopped to ask myself the question, why
does she leave the room when this programme comes @t@Hed the programme once more and suddenly |
noticed that it was full of swearing and people using thells Name in vain.

You see the problem was | had become desensitised, | bBadMagching the programme for so long | didn’t even
pay attention to everything which was being said. Now tasam | shared that with you is because there ares time
when | think Christians can become spiritually desesesiti

You've been taking the bread and wine so long, you justitakéhout any deep thought as to why you're taking it
because it's something you've done for years. You'vgshe same hymns for years and you know them off by
heart, but the words have become just words with noimganymore. You've heard thousands of sermons over t
years and you're at the point where you think there’s ngthew to learn from the Bible, you've heard it all lvefo

Loved ones, we all can become desensitised, eventtensaf faith, if we’re not careful. Yes, we strugglith
certain sins in our lives, yes, we all struggle to get@leith certain members of the Lord’s church at tinBag.we
must never forget Jesus will forever be a great HiggsPwho has nothing but our personal interests at aedrt
He’s longing for you to talk to Him about your struggled anoblems.

Speak to Him, don't give up, don’t go back to the world, dot’gteof the faithful confession you made at the
beginning of your walk with God. Whether you've been aistian for one day or sixty years, don’t throw it aay
now. ‘Jesus is the same yesterday, today and foranel’He will never give up on you, so don't give up on Him.

The secondhing the writer encourages us to do is recogniseatuiity to approach the throne of grace with
confidence’Have you any idea how blessed we are, to have this @cc€sxl today™n the Old Testament, the high
priest was the like the supreme religious leader ofdteelites. And because the high priest held the leagershi
position, one of his roles was overseeing the respditiskopf all the other priests.
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The Levitical priests entered their service when theyev25 years old and retired at 50 years old. But on the@Day
Atonement, it was only the high priest who could offeiraoffering, not only for the sins of the whole goggation,
but also for himself. It was only him who could enter Mast Holy Place behind the veil to stand before Gode Th
people couldn’t enter, the normal priest couldn’t entene of them could enter and seek forgiveness themselves

The point is that Jesus by being our High priest allowts ascess God with confidendeéebrews 9:11+12 “But
when Christ came as high priest of the good things teat@wv already here, he went through the greater ane mo
perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hanaisistbo say, is not a part of this creation. He didembér by
means of the blood of goats and calves but he entereddasieHdly Place once for all by his own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption.”

You see loved ones when we approach God in prayer, itheoeneed be nervous or fearful. When we’re going
through difficult times we should have the confidence toaktiwat we will receive what we need most of Ald
what is it we need most of all in our time of ne&¥d@ need grace and help in our time of need. He will far&mow
what we need and He will forever meet that need beckasses will forever be our High Priest.

Hebrews 6:19+20 “We have this hope as an anchor for thefism and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behin
the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has enteredrdsehalf. He has become a high priest forever groter
of Melchizedek."Now when you think of the wordnchor,’ what comes to mind?

You would be forgiven for thinking it was a huge metal otjbat boats use to keep the ship in one place. In some
ways that’s true but what there’s also another meanitiget word. In Biblical times, someone would leavesthie
whilst having a rope tied around their waste and when theypdbe shore, they would tie that rope around a rock
secure the ship in place. The anchor wasn’t the mbjet© it was the person who swam to shore with ¢lpe tied
around him. Jesus is our anchor but not in the sensepastdrifting away but in the sense of, we will be seaure
the presence of God, if we stay tied to Him.

Now tradition says that when a High Priest went i oly of Holies, he would have a rope tied around himijus
case he died whilst serving God or God had struck him downsénihose waiting outside could drag him out if he
had died or had been struck down by God. Now whether tina€sor not | don’t know, buemember when
Zechariah was in the temple and Gabriel spoke to Ken®as in the temple for a whilwasn't he1uke 1:21says,
“The people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering wdgthyed so long in the temple.”

Now nothing much has changed today, ha®e?still have people who want worship to finish at thecé same time
every week. We still have people who only want to siogréain amount of songs during worship. We still have
people who believe that a sermon mustn’t be less timamiteutes or over thirty minutes long.

| mean,why do we grumble about things not happening the way we thigkstieuld happen? Why do we grumble
when things are running lat¥®e grumble because we’ve got places to go and we hasest@a man about a dogo
to speakBut haven't we all got busy lives, haven't we all got ptattego and people to see?

Think about it, what do we tell our non-Christian frielagsl family when were laté®h, sorry we're late for dinner,
the preacher was longwinded!” ‘Oh, sorry we can’t wabhehfootball this afternoon because the person domg th
announcements went on and on’!

Why can’t we say,Oh, I'm sorry for being late for dinner but the preathenessage was brilliantWhy can't we
say,'Oh, I'm sorry we can’t watch the match this aftesndecause | wanted to stay for the Bible stutyiy do we
never say things likeph | can’t come for dinner until later because | knownedbcusing more time on the Lord’s
Supperlor ‘| can’t watch the game today because | know we willaggried away in worship by singing loads of
hymns to the Lord’Why can’t we set the oven to finish cooking the caseeat:00 pminsteadl:30 pn?

Loved onescan’t you see that the Lord’s Day has become the LowaishoursThristians are now investing more
time watching the television than they do in God. Clanstiall over the world are now investing more time akwo
than they do in God. Christians all over the world ane mvesting more time chilling out than they do in God.

Now you might be thinkings the preacher speaking to mfell, yes, | am but I'm speaking to all of us, I'm
speaking to myself. | recognise my own personal time genant problem and | see the Lord’s church and | see
that its spreading like some kind of virus throughout the lsocturch.
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Just look at how Sunday evening worship doesn’t exist anymorang af our congregations. Look at the
attendance to mid-week Bible studies with most of ougeegations. Look at the congregations who don’t even
have a Bible study, they just meet for worship.

Don'’t these things tell us we're buying into the worlddtere? Don't these things show us that we are being
influenced by the worldYes, | understand we have to work, yes, | understand #hatamt to spend some time with
our families and loved ones and enjoy the pleasures Gogiven us in this life.

| know we need time to rest and sleep, and have fun edl lones, think about it this way. There @m@aysin one
week, there are4 hourdn one day and there ai€8 hourdn one week. There afg,080 minutein one weelkand
1,440 minutesn one day. Now that’s a lot of time that God has$del us withisn't it?

Now | know we worship God every minute, of every day, ameweek of our lives. But ask yourself tHigw
much time do we as a church, spent together in a noreed\n hour and a halffor our worship, amourfor our
Bible study, onéwourfor our prayer meeting, and aour and a halfor our Mid-Week Bible study andne hourfor
our coffee shop Bible studf2o you know how much time that adds up too, if we attendhedld things390
minutes

God gives us, in His gradd,080 minutegvery week and the church here, if we attend everythiegisriogether
for a grand total 0890 minute®f those minutes. | meawhat are we doing with those otl&690 minute®f week?
What are we doing with those othex and half day2And if you just attend worship or worship and stuaiat are
you doing with the othe®,840 minute®f the week?

Surely, the God of the universe, the God who sent Hist&die for us, deserves more of our time. The God who
became flesh, so He could die for us and act as ot Ptigst. Surely, He deserves more time than the we offer
Him each week.

Now please don’t understand what I'm saying here, I'm nghgaf you don’t attend anything other than worship
you’re a bad Christian. I'm not saying that you don’t pfapugh the week or study through the week or serve Hir
in some way through the week.

I’'m simply trying to get us all to think about what wetteing with our time, if we can’t meet with other Chiasts
except a Sunday morninghy is that™Now | can’t answer that question for you, becausefalsameed to stop and
ask ourselves that question, every day of our lives. lileemany of you do at times, when you have those misne
when you’re really tired and had a busy day at work. Angustecan’t be bothered to attend the mid-week prayer
meeting or attend the Bible class and sometimes wéiKeele're dragging ourselves to worship.

But we go,don't we? And why do we gd®ecause there’s blessings to be had, there’s rich felipvis enjoy.
There’s encouragement to give and receive and there’sdalate among one another. Maybe some of us have
become desensitised to those words, blessing, fellowslupusgement and love and we’ve forgotten what they
involve and mean. Maybe some of us have forgotten thaewapposed to influence the world.

So, let me ask yowyhat's stopping you from being more involved in churchiiifgeneral? We need to be like the
guy who hosts the TV programme on the Food Netwoakiobl. The programme callgestaurant stakeouwwhere
he has hidden cameras. He always s#ygyu can’t see the problem, you can’t solve the problem

In other words, it's one thing identifying what'’s gettinge way of our meeting with our brethren outside of
worship times but it's another thing to do something alioEpihesians 5:15+16 “Be very careful, then, how you
live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of evppprtunity, because the days are evihe King James
Versionuses the words,edeeming the timewhich means make the most of your time.

Funmi and | listen to a Gospel singer cali&dis Riceand he has a song callédfe means so muchLlisten to the
words to the second stanza and the chorus.

‘Every day is a bank account and time is our currency,

So, no one’s rich, nobody’s poor, we get twenty-four heach.

So how are you gonna spend,

Will you invest or squander, try to get ahead, or help soenedno’s under’



‘Teach us to count the days, teach us to make the dayst.c
Lead us in better ways, somehow our souls forgot.
Life means so much, life means so much, life meamssh’

Have our souls forgotten what life is really all abad&®e our souls forgotten there’s more to life than work,
pleasure and family? Have our souls forgotten that veaitg here temporary and our eternal home is heaven? Ho
your time management? What are we doing with our God gine?

Loved ones, | understand we’re not commanded to come &vdeta Bible study or a prayer meeting any more th
we are commanded to meet in an upper room or have &lipwneals. But if coming together to pray with other
Christians isn’t important to us, we need to understandttthaever become important to those who are watghin
us, our children, young Christians or friends. If our neiginb@r new and young Christians see that studying the
Bible with other Christians isn’t important to us, we aché@ understand that they will never think it’s importemt
them.

The more time we spend together means less time we giénithe world. Coming together as a group of Christiar
regularly, not just on Sunday mornings, gives us strengitpefhierness gives us strength to stay focused on Jesus
strength to stay faithful another day, strength to hekgtays the world from influencing us.

You se€Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forleeeause His eye is on 18,080 minutea week, He
cares for us and sympathises withl68 hoursa week. He gives us His full attention, especially wivemeed grace
and help when we ask Him in prayer. And He will be our Higiest forever, which also means we will be witimHi
forever.

May God bless us as we seek to serve our great High,Riselde seeks to forever serve us in God’s presense.



