“When God has a mission.” (9)

We are continuing our study of tB®ok of Actsand we saw the last time we were together thatcabe a good
thing especially if it turns you towards God and His ways

| heard about a guy who signed up to a university course, WRislaid was very difficult and testing, but he saidl th
one of the highlights of being a first year student enlilology class was the monthly feeding of a caged satle
kept in the laboratory. He says that one time, thieesclass gathered around the cage and in completeesilen
watched as the feeding took place. The tutor of the skids'l'm jealous of the snake, | never get the class's
undivided attention like thisTo which another student repliétt,ou would if you could swallow a mouse."

After the amazing and powerful events we learned absuiaek wheré\naniasandSaphiralied to God and a
great fear came over the Lord’s church and those wine mat yet Christians. We saw how God added to their
number and God through the apostles was getting peoplesaatteot just in Jerusalem but from afar. And so it
should be no surprise that others are becoming jealoasig®of the attention the apostles were receiving.

Acts 5:17+18 “Then the high priest and all his associates,wérte members of the party of the Sadducees, were
filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles andhmrm in the public jail’lNow we know the apostles had been
warned before not to preach in Jesus Name but debpitedrlier warning they continued preaching in the name o
Jesus. And remember what they are preaching, they aehprg the story of Jesus and His resurrection. Now ag:
like we saw last week that this teaching was totally contmathe teaching of the Sadducees because they didn’t
believe in the resurrection.

You see loved ones when God has a plan and missiomd) no one and nothing is going to keep God from doing
His mission.Acts 5:19-21 “But during the night an angel of the Lord openedltors of the jail and brought them
out.”Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "andHtellpeople the full message of this new life." Atlatapk they
entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and teetgach the people”.

Loved ones that’s a lesson we need to learn right thdien God saygo’, He mean&go’. In Matthew 28:18-20
“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority irvéee@nd on earth has been given to me. Therefoaado
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the afithe Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spinitl
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded yousirady | am with you always, to the very end of the
age."

Now what does He mean when He commands g$at? Now does He want us to literally go into all the i@r
Does He want us to leave our jobs, family and friendsganpreach the gospeid of coarse He doesn’t but He doe
expect us tgo into our world and preach the gospel. In other words He wants ug#glpthe good news to our
friends and family, those we work with, our neighboucs He wants us to preach Jesus and His resurrectioade tt
people we meet or the people who are involved with iroaur personal lives.

You see, Jesus saysl authority has been given to me in heaven and oith'e&And when God saw that His apostles
were in prison again, He sent a messenger to releasgpostles and commanded them to go to the temple and
preach the words which give eternal life. In other wo@isj is more powerful than any earthly authority. But the
point I'm trying to make is that when God sag®’ he mean&o’ but He will also give us the means to go.

That’s why He sent an angel to the apostles to fre tio preach in the temple. That's why He sent Jangiteat
fish to get him to Nineveh. That's why He sent a gstatm for Paul to get him to Rome. In other words if God
wants you to take the gospel to your friend, He will giga the means to do that. Whether it is by a personaéinvi
for dinner or a birthday party or by a funeral servica friend.

The apostles have now played their God sent, get out &g card and are preaching in the temple. And at rougk
the same time the high priest and his friends are cominghrge discuss what to do with the aposthess 5:19-23
“When the high priest and his associates arrived, thdgddmgether the Sanhedrin-the full assembly of therglde
Israel-and sent to the jail for the apostles. Butrowiag at the jail, the officers did not find them teeSo they went
back and reported, "We found the jail securely locked, thithguards standing at the doors; but when we opened
them, we found no one inside."
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Luke tells us that some officers went to get the apobtlesliscovered that they had gone even though some guar
were still there and the jail was still securely lodtk&nd so they went back to those who had gathered anth&std
they had gone. Now let me ask yethat was going through the minds of those gathered there?

One of the greatest escape artists of all time waaranameé-arry Houdinj and he could escape from almost any
and every situation but he was a magician and he dgsibils to convince people of the impossiblew the use of
magic and illusion has been going on for thousandsaky& ou only have to go ttoseplin theBook of Genesi$o
find magicians at workRemember for example when Pharaoh was having bad dredrhs aouldn’t understand
them?

The Bible says iftsenesis 41:8, “In the morning his mind was troubled, so hf@eall the magicians and wise men
of Egypt”. And if you go down tdsenesis 41:22-2Bharaoh say$in my dreams | also saw seven heads of grain,
full and good, growing on a single stalk. After theewven other heads sprouted--withered and thin and scorched
the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up thensgood heads. | told this to the magicians, but none co
explain it to me." Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "Thendseof Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed
Pharaoh what he is about to do”.

You see loved, the apostles being miraculously freed fason wasn’t because of some great feat of escapology
They weren’t another bunch of deceivers who used illssibhey were apostles of Christ and God through the
means of an angel set them free to continue the preach@igrist and His resurrection. My point is that despit
such a clear sign that God was with the apostledhigtepriest and those allied with him wondered what would
happen.

Acts 5:24 “On hearing this report, the captain of the tegpard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering wi
would come of this”"Now it must have been a shock for the council to ldaahthe men they had charged not to
preach in the name of Jesus were, even as they raathimg in the temple. But you see loved ones; everugal
people need to know their limits. Even jealous people kwbat and what not to do when there’s a crowd around.

Acts 5:25-27 “Then someone came and said, "Look! The mepybin jail are standing in the temple courts
teaching the people.” At that, the captain went witholffisers and brought the apostles. They did not use force,
because they feared that the people would stone thermgHlanought the apostles, they made them appear befo
the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. "We gavstyict orders not to teach in this name," he said.
The captain and his officers brought them back withouewioé because they feared the common people, who
sympathized with the apostles, would stone them.

Now this amazes me when they sayénse 28, Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are
determined to make us guilty of this man's blo®etause it wasn't all that long ago when Jesus wasfiedici
that these very people, along with a mob were veryngilto have the blood of Jesus on their hands.

Matthew 27:24-25 “When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhatehat instead an uproar was starting, he tool
water and washed his hands in front of the crowd.”l amagent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your
responsibility! All the people answered, "Let his bloodomeus and on our children!"

A professor gave his class an assignment. They wetgrtarnt a five-page paper. The theme Ww@surage."Each
student was to describe the best example of courage tbatshe had ever witnessed. One student boldly turnec
five blank pages. The professor gave the studeht. an

Now the answer of Peter and the other apostles to the &ambarries profound implications for each generatior
of Christians Acts 5:29 “Peter and the other apostles replied: "We wisy God rather than merClearly, no

law was considered by the apostles to be above God's feav.a, the limit of the Sadducees authority could be
seen in the fact that they had crucified Jesus and Gordhfssd him up from the grave.

Who has the greater authority? God or maAnd@ to further prove God’s authority Peter and the othersgo say
in Acts 5:30-32 “The God of our fathers raised Jesus fromehd-avhom you had killed by hanging him on a tre:
God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviohéhatight give repentance and forgiveness of sins
to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, andtée idoly Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey.'hi

In other words the apostles said God had now seated Jesios throne as Ruler and Savior.
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The Lord had been empowered by his Father to give repentadiag to the forgiveness of sins to all of Israel.
The twelve apostles stood as witnesses of God's workindhartdaly Spirit confirmed the truthfulness of the
events they related through the miracles He enabled thgerform. Now let me give you a quick test.

You go out with your friends one night to the pub and you laagenk, then they offer you another one, then
another one, then another omdhat do you do? Do you obey God or obey your friends® on your own and this
beautiful woman comes up to you and ask you to go back to beehthen she asks if you could stay over
because she is lonely, then she asks if you would sle&p Baime bed as her because she doesn't like sleeping
her own, then she asks you to make love with\what do you do? Do you obey God or obey her wishssjbe
you meet up with some other Christians and they want gpimion about another Christian because they are
looking for ways to put them dowwhat do you do? Do you obey God or obey them and gossip?

You see it takes courage to stand up and obey God. Noanhoto put God first but it takes courage to say,
‘we’re prepared to be persecuted and treated like JesuBechuse when we stand up and put God first, people
are going to get upset and angry withAsts 5:33 “When they heard this, they were furious and wéaotedt

them to death.”

Peter's words accusing the council of murdering Jesus enfagado the point of them being prepared to murde
the apostles as well. But as angry as they were, thdgrcbtake such action without the support of the Pharisai
members of the court. And remember the Pharisees were mminbeity, but they commanded much more populz
respect than the Sadducees did.

And so, wherGamalie] a highly respected teacher from among the Pharisess{a speak and asked for the
apostles to be put outside, his words were instantly padten to.Acts 5:34-37 “But a Pharisee named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored bthalpeople, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that tf
men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed thden of Israel, consider carefully what you intend t
do to these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, clambegsbmebody, and about four hundred men ralliec
to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispmtsand it all came to nothing. After him, Judas thel&aili
appeared in the days of the census and led a band of peoglelin He too was killed, and all his followers were
scattered”.

Basically Gamaliel warned the council against the actibeg were thinking about taking against the apostles.
And so he reminds them of two méeudasandJudaswvho both claimed to be someone special and led men i
rebellion. They had both been killed and those who follothedn were scattered, and both rebellions came to
nothing. But it seems for the moment at least thatetheligious leaders are beginning to listen to wisdom.

Acts 5:37-39 “Therefore, in the present case | advise lyeave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpo
or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if its from God, you will not be able to stop these meiui, wil
only find yourselves fighting against God."

In other words when God has a plan, God has a plan andijtdknow what His plan is sooner or later. If their
actions were truly directed by God, the council couldstop them and they would be found in the un-envious
position of opposing God Himself. Here is man that recagithat if God has a mission and plan, nothing and r
one could stop it from happening.

A woman was sorting througtreasured'stuff her daughter, Elizabeth, had accumulated overgaesywhen she
came across a questionnaire Elizabeth had filled out whitgpteting her master's degree. In response to the
guestion'What was the most important advice you received from yaather?"Elizabeth had writteriAlways
rely on your own good judgmentAnd to"What was the most important advice you received froor yather?"
Elizabeth answeredAsk your mother."

You see the world is full of advice and sometimes we taeadvice and sometimes we choose to ignore it. No
after hearingsamaliel'sadvice the council decided to takeAtts 5:40 “His speech persuaded them. They callec
the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered thetm seak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
And so after being flogged, the religious leaders let themggan with yet another warning not to preach in Jesu
Name.

Now | want you look at their response after being floggedtalaldoff.
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Acts 5:41 “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing becduesehtad been counted worthy of suffering disgrace
for the Name. The response of the apostles after being beaten and conufagedo being killed is remarkable.
Now why would anyone rejoice after being beaten up? Wiwyladvanyone rejoice after becoming so close to
death?They rejoiced because they counted themselves worthyfey fur Jesus’ Name’s sake.

Now let me ask you, in what ways are you going to suffer @hristian today¥You see loved ones, like those earl
Christians you are a part of an unpopular cause. Thasddlievers turned to Christ with the full understagdhat
they were supporting an unpopular cause that could costetenything.

Shortly after Pentecost some were jailed, many lb#ter earthly goods, a few were slain, hundreds vsr&ttered
abroad. They could have escaped all this by the simply denying fdagirand turning back to the world. This they
steadfastly refused to do. And when people are thinking aboatrieg a Christian today, the message is still the
same2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a gddé/in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

The cause of Christ is unpopular and people don’t likedty W Britain today there is not much chance at the
moment of being thrown to the lions because of your faithhe moment there’s not much chance you will be
thrown into jail because of your faith. | say at thement because no-one knows what Britain will be likehen t
years ahead.

But for now the extent of your persecution may be logsome friends or even family members because they
don't agree with your beliefs. You might get talked adsetause of your faith. You might even loose your job
because of your faith. But really when you think about @ esmpare the persecution we might receive today wi
the way these early Christians were persecuted. | waylave're really blessed.

But the message is the same, when we are out therg to plant seed and water it when we get the chancarg/e
tempted to play down the difficulties and play up the pedierind and worldly success enjoyed by those who acct
Christ. We will never be completely honest with oaaters until we tell them the blunt truth that, asniners of a
race of moral rebels, they are in a serious jam,oaedthey will not get out of easily. If they refuserépent and
believe on Christ, they will most surely perish anthdy do turn to Him, the same enemies that crucifisdsJwill

try to crucify them.

But we can count it as joy because just like the dmsthey knew how much Jesus had suffered for them on
Calvary and they felt that this was a small thing to do irreshto such a great act of love. Now Peter certainly
saw it as a sign that the Spirit of God was with thesuféering and God's name would be glorifiéd?eter 4:14-
16 “If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, yelkssed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer oif thieany other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamedrbige God that you bear that namé&s not only an
honour to be persecuted for Christ but Peter tells issaitolessing.

Jesus says in his very first sermonMatthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted leectius
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”Bésse you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Regoice and be glad, because great is your reward in hea
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets wholvedoee you.”

James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever ymitfaals of many kinds.Now we usually stop
reading right there and don’t read on to find out why weikhoonsider it pure joylames 1:3+4 “Because you
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverdherseverance must finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything”.

When we finally understand that we will receive a blessingy afe receive persecution, we will continue to grow
in our faith. Persecution makes you stronger and it hede perseveré/ou know the catch phrase at school
these days is)You can do it” And it's a scheme that tries to encourage kids to keemgty there best and not
give up.

But you see loved ones that’s not a new policy, that caigkisout of God’s handbook for Christian growth.
Perseverance meafisou can do it’, don’t give up, try your best and keep at it. Because wleekegp at it, we
keep on preaching the good news just like the apostlesdigl 5:42 “Day after day, in the temple courts and froi
house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaimiggdabdenews that Jesus is the Christ.”
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| heard about a church building that had a sign outssd#oor next to some trees. When they first opened the
building people could see the sign clearly, it sdlde preach Christ crucified.But after a year they forgot about the
trees growing and the leaves covered part of the sigalayolu could read wasWe preach Christ.’Another year
went by and the leaves continued to grow and all you ceald was;We preach”.

The gospel that we proclaim is as simple as you waathe. When people here nothing but bad news all day long
give them some good news. Tell them that Jesus istithst@nd He came to die by crucifixion so that He coile
us life to the full, even unto eternity.

Loved ones when we preach don't rely on your own wisdbtont rely on your own understanding, don’t be a
philosopher but takes Paul's advice as he tells asdorinthians. 1 Corinthians 1:20-25 “Where is the wise man?
Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of ga8 &las not God made foolish the wisdom of the wdttd?
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdodrdit know him, God was pleased through the foolishne
of what was preached to save those who believe. Jewandemiraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but v
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foodiss to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and gwowi of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than
man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger thas staarigth.”

God had a mission for the apostles and He has a missieach and every one of us. And that mission iseéagh
Christ crucified to those we find within our own personadd.



