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(9) "War and Peace!" 
 
One of the reasons I love old people so much is because of the stories they share with you about the old days and the 
time during the war. 
 
And I heard this one story which happened during World War II, about Harpo Marx, of the infamous Marx Brothers, 
who joined an all-star company doing one-night stands for the war-bond drive. Harpo says, at Soldier Field in 
Chicago, we played to 110,000 people and while he was waiting to do his second bit on the show, one of the stadium 
hot-dog vendors came backstage to shake hands with me. The vendor said to him, "For my money, you're the best 
one on the program."  
 
Harpo felt complimented, since the other performers were Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Fred Astaire, Lucille Ball, 
Betty Hutton, until the vendor turned around and said, "Yes sir, Mr. Marx, when you played on your harp, I sold four 
times as many hot dogs as when anybody else was on stage." 
 
I guess war has been with us for a very long time, even back in the days of the Bible there have been some great wars. 
Today I guess the war which people talk about more than any other is the war between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis over in Israel. And despite the many peace treaties which have been made, despite the involvement of the 
world peace organisations, war or the prospects of war is a fact of life. 
 
But not only are there wars going on between nations, there are other wars going on all around us. Switch your TV 
sets on and you will see price wars going on between the supermarkets, insurance companies, clothes shops, make up 
artists, even celebrities etc. 
 
And it’s the theme of war which James is going to share with us today in his letter. And so we’re going to look at the 
three types of war as James describes them, and we’re going to blessed because he is going to share with us how to 
stop these wars. 
 
And the first war he wants us to recognise is the war amongst ourselves. James 4:1“Where do all the fights and 
quarrels among you come from? They come from your desires for pleasure, which are constantly fighting within 
you.”  
 
You see God has been crying out in a load voice for centuries and pointing an important truth out to all of God’s 
people in the Psalms. Psalm 133:1“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together in harmony!” 
Now you would think out of all the privileged people in the world God’s people would be in harmony with each 
other. But the sad fact is that this is not always true and I’m not just talking about today as Christians. 
 
If you look to the Old Testament we find Lot quarrelling with Abraham, we find Absalom created a war with his 
father David. If you look to the New Testament we find the disciples of Jesus arguing over who would be greatest, we 
find Paul and Barnabas had great contention over John Mark. 
       
Even within the churches in the New Testament we see Christian’s fighting with each other. At the church who met 
in Corinth we find saints suing each other and competing in the public assemblies. At the church who met in Galatia 
we find saints "hurting and harming" one another. Even at Philippi we find two women having trouble getting along 
with each other. 
 
Now if you remember James has already dealt with some of these wars. He spoke a few weeks ago about church 
fights in James 1:19+20 and James 3:13-18. He spoke about favouritism between races like the rich and poor in 
James 2:1-9. In a few weeks time he’s going to share with us wars that can occur due to employment or lack of it in 
James 5:1-6. 
 
He even talks about personal wars, look at James 4:11+12 “Do not criticize one another, my friends. If you criticize 
or judge another Christian, you criticize and judge the Law. If you judge the Law, then you are no longer one who 
obeys the Law, but one who judges it. God is the only lawgiver and judge. He alone can save and destroy. Who do 
you think you are, to judge someone else?”  
 
You see we’re warned not to speak evil of one another, nor to judge one another. And loved ones we all need to 
remember that we can easily be at war with one another. And if we admit that then we can easily understand why? 
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Listen again to what James tells us in James 4:1 “Where do all the fights and quarrels among you come from? They 
come from your desires for pleasure, which are constantly fighting within you.” The reason there is so much war in 
the past and present, the reason there are so many church wars going today is simply because of the war which is 
taking place within our hearts. 
 
It all has to do with desire and satisfying those worldly pleasures which we all have. Desires like pride, power, 
possessions, money, credibility etc are all to blame for the fighting amongst ourselves, or to put it in plain English, 
"selfishness." And loved ones, selfishness only leads us in the wrong direction. 
 
James 4:2 “You want things, but you cannot have them, so you are ready to kill; you strongly desire things, but you 
cannot get them, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have what you want because you do not ask God for it.” James 
says that our selfish desires lead us to do the wrong actions. He says selfish desires lead you to kill, quarrel and fight. 
 
Now this may not be literal on our behalf but it certainly is in God’s eyes. 1 John 3:15 “Those who hate others are 
murderers, and you know that murderers do not have eternal life in them.” Now not only do selfish desires lead us to 
kill, quarrel and fight, they also lead us to mess up our prayer life. 
 
James 4:3 “And when you ask, you do not receive it, because your motives are bad; you ask for things to use for your 
own pleasures.” James says that any prayer which is prayed out of selfish motives is not going to be answered by 
God. And this is why people are often at war with one another.   
 
And like we said earlier every war or angry disagreement always has people who are at war within themselves first. 
But why? Why does it have to be this way? Why are people continually at war with themselves? Well to put it simply 
it’s a matter of will. Every war which has taken place or going to place either within ourselves or in the world is 
caused by a rebellious heart. 
 
People are rebelling against God and in some ways those who are at war with others are also at war within 
themselves. Why? Well simply because they are at war with God first. Now you might be thinking, wait a minute I’m 
a Christian and surely God loves me, we’re His children, I’m His friend not His enemy. Well loves ones just as we 
can become friends with God we can also just as easily become His enemy. 
 
And James mentions three enemies we must not associate with if we want to be at peace with God. James 4:4 
“Unfaithful people! Don't you know that to be the world's friend means to be God's enemy? If you want to be the 
world's friend, you make yourself God's enemy.”  
 
James says if you become close friends with those who are not Christians you become an enemy of God. Now please 
don’t misunderstand what he’s telling us here. He is not telling us not to have any non-Christians friends but what He 
is telling us is that if you engage with your friends in any conduct, belief, or thought which is anti-God, or anti-Christ. 
Those actions will make you an enemy of God; they make the Christian become a spiritual adulterer or adulteress. 
 
The second way we can become an enemy of God is not only be following our evil desires which we saw in verse 1 
but also because of what he says here in James 4:5 “Don't think that there is no truth in the scripture that says, "The 
spirit that God placed in us is filled with fierce desires."  
            
You see loved ones those unlawful desires that would lead us away from God, those desires which wage war within 
us can lead us to become God’s enemy. And that’s why it’s so important not to give in to them. 1 Peter 2:11 “I appeal 
to you, my friends, as strangers and refugees in this world! Do not give in to bodily passions, which are always at war 
against the soul”.  
             
In other word these desires which we have are in direct conflict to what the Spirit of God would have us to be and do. 
And every time we give in to these desires or works of the flesh as Galatians 5:19-21 tells us, we’re actually fighting 
against God. 
            
And so the third way we become an enemy of God is by letting our pride take over our lives. James 4:6 “But the 
grace that God gives is even stronger. As the scripture says, "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  
             
You know someone once asked me what is the devil’s greatest weapon? To which I replied temptation. And so 
followed another question which temptation is his favourite to use in congregations, to which I replied pride. 
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You and I all know too well that 99% of church fights, divisions and splits are caused by pride. And that’s because 
pride is Satan's greatest temptation and when we give into pride, we become friends of the devil and enemies of God. 
But it doesn’t have to be that way loved ones, we can still enjoy that peace with God simply by applying what James 
tells us to do next. 
 
James 4:7 “So then, submit yourselves to God. Resist the Devil, and he will run away from you”. Can you imagine 
being in the army and a new recruit who is just out of training starts to act like he’s in charge? There will be a disaster 
on the way. You see when we as Christians totally submit to God then the victory is ours. All the way through Jesus’ 
life He showed us a pattern of submission for us to follow and the pattern was, ‘not my will but your will be done.’ 
   
Because let me tell you loved ones, you can’t resist the devil until you have learned to resist using your own will 
instead of God’s will. Now the world doesn’t know this and even some Christians are not aware of this but everyone 
needs to know that behind every war, fight, division, personal struggles is Satan. And most of the time people listen 
to him because they are scared and they run a mile every time a conflict of any sorts begins. 
 
But loved ones, you don’t have to run anywhere, because James says if we would just resist those temptations the 
devil will run away from us. And while he is on the run, we can’t just sit back and be thankful it’s over, no! We have 
to do what James tells us to do next in James 4:8 “Come near to God, and he will come near to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners! Purify your hearts, you hypocrites!” 
         
We need to come close to God and He has promised us that as we walk closer to Him He will meet us half way. And 
we draw closer to God by washing our hands, in other words getting our sins forgiven. We draw closer to God by 
purifying our hearts, in other words by getting totally devoted to God again.  
We draw closer to God by stopping being hypocrites, in other words stop being double minded like those who profess 
to be Christians but their lifestyles don’t reflect it. 
 
Because whether we accept this or not it is possible to submit outwardly and not be humble inwardly. That’s why 
James mentions true humility in James 4:9 “Be sorrowful, cry, and weep; change your laughter into crying, your joy 
into gloom!” And if we would only humble ourselves like that then we can put our trust back in God to help us. 
 
James 4:10 “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” If people want to stop all the wars in the 
world, within our congregations, within ourselves, then fight those selfish desires within our hearts and God will 
draw near to us, cleanse us, and forgive us. 
 
Until we learn not be at war with God, until we learn to control and win the war within ourselves, until we learn not 
be at war with others, the wars will continue. But as people full of selfish desires plot and make plans for the future, 
James goes on to share with us that we need to be careful about the plans we make for the future. 
 
Now I don’t know about you but I make plans almost everyday for one thing or another. Whether it’s planning which 
high school Josh is going to go to, or if we’re going to go on a family holiday. And I’m pretty sure that you all have 
different plans for you and your family. And making plans can be good and right but they can just as easily be bad 
and wrong. 
 
Let’s look at the right way of making plans first. James 4:15 “If the Lord is willing, we will live and do this or that." 
You see when we submit to God like we looked at a moment ago, then we’re actually submitting to God’s will. And 
when we submit to God’s will then were actually submitting not only our lives to God’s will but also submitting our 
plans to the will of God. And what James says here is that we can go ahead and make our plans but we need to make 
sure they meet with God’s approval. 
 
Remember when the apostle Paul was in Ephesus and the people there wanted him to stay a little longer? Paul says to 
them in Acts 18:21, "If it is the will of God, I will come back to you." When Paul writes to the church in Corinth, he 
tells them in 1 Corinthians 16:7  “I want to see you more than just briefly in passing; I hope to spend quite a long time 
with you, if the Lord allows”.  
     
Now why did Paul say to them, God willing and if the Lord allows? Well he was trying to help us understand two 
important principles concerning our faith. Saying ‘God willing and if the Lord allows’ implies that we recognise that 
God does have a will for us even in the smallest of matters concerning our lives. 
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And secondly it implies that that we trust God enough to intervene if He needs to, to carry out His will in our lives. 
And so to find if it is God’s will, we shall see over a period of time where it will become clearer if we have done 
God’s will or not. Now to the non-Christian this doesn’t make sense and so to help them and us understand we need 
to look at the wrong way to make our plans for the future.       
 
Now the first obvious wrong way to make our plans is to go ahead and make them whilst completely ignoring God’s 
will.But James is going to share with us three other wrong ways to make our plans. James 4:13 “Now listen to me, 
you that say, "Today or tomorrow we will travel to a certain city, where we will stay a year and go into business and 
make a lot of money."  
 
James says making plans without Gods approval is wrong because life is complicated. The whole world runs around 
chasing the clock and trying to get here and get that done before certain a time. And we get caught up in time because 
time is very complicated. That’s why James says, today, tomorrow, when? I’m not sure when! 
 
But not only can the timing of plans can be complicated, so can the activities themselves can be complicated. James 
says I’m going buy or sell, which is it? Am I going to buy or sell? There are so many decisions to be made but there 
also so many mistakes which might be made. In other words if we knew God's will on any matter, that would increase 
our chances that our decisions and plans will be correct. 
 
Look at James 4:14 “You don't even know what your life tomorrow will be”! James says that making plans without 
God’s will can be wrong because life is uncertain. Let me tell you loved ones no one in this room or in the world has 
any guarantee what tomorrow will bring. In fact no one in this room or even in this world has even got a guarantee 
that there will be a tomorrow. 
             
We don’t know if the Lord will return tonight, we don’t know if we will still be alive tomorrow, we don’t even know 
what will happen tomorrow. One phone call, one accident, one word in anger can change anyone’s tomorrow within a 
few seconds. 
 
And so what James is trying to tell us is that it is only God who can bring about what He wills for the future without 
fail. We cannot do that; we cannot control tomorrow, no matter how well we have planned ahead. So if were going to 
make plans, surely the wise thing to do is to make them according to the One who does control tomorrow. Because 
not only is life complicated and uncertain, life is also fragile. James 4:14 “You are like a puff of smoke, which 
appears for a moment and then disappears”.  
          
Listen to what the Psalmist says in Psalm 39:5+6 “How short you have made my life! In your sight my lifetime seems 
nothing. Indeed every living being is no more than a puff of wind, no more than a shadow. All we do is for nothing; 
we gather wealth, but don't know who will get it.”  
 
Psalm 39:11 “You punish our sins by your rebukes, and like a moth you destroy what we love. Indeed we are no 
more than a puff of wind!”  
 
James himself reminded us of this fact back in James 1:10 “For the rich will pass away like the flower of a wild plant. 
The sun rises with its blazing heat and burns the plant; its flower falls off, and its beauty is destroyed. In the same 
way the rich will be destroyed while they go about their business.” You see that was the problem in the Garden of 
Eden, when Adam took that fruit from Eve, he didn’t just disobey God to test the boundaries; he wanted to be like 
God, He wanted to be in control of his own life and destiny. 
 
And people are the same today, why do you think that plastic surgery has become to popular? Why do you think that 
anti-ageing formulas have been so popular? Why do you think the real reason behind cloning and stem cell research 
is going on? They are trying to prolong life, they are searching for immortality and all along they refuse to remember 
God’s promise in Genesis 3:19 “You were made from soil, and you will become soil again."  
 
How many times have you heard of someone who was perfectly well one day and the next day then they find out 
after a visit to the hospital they are terminally ill? We have good friends who had a loving husband and father one day 
and the next day he was killed in a motorbike accident. 
 
We can’t hide and pretend that we’re going to live forever, life is fragile and it can change or be taken in a second. 
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Now those of us who recognise that life is complicated, uncertain and fragile also understand that our lives are short. 
James 4:14 “You don't even know what your life tomorrow will be! You are like a puff of smoke, which appears for a 
moment and then disappears”. James says our lives are but only a moment, other translations say we appear for a 
little time. 
 
You know the way some people go about making their plans is amazing, they take life for granted or they presume 
they are going to live to at least 90 years old and make their plans accordingly. Listen to what Job teaches us in Job 
9:25+26 “My day’s race by, not one of them good. My life passes like the swiftest boat, as fast as an eagle swooping 
down on a rabbit.”  
 
Life is short loved ones and because it is short it should be important to us to do God’s will and not our own. 1 John 
2:17 “The world and everything in it that people desire is passing away; but those who do the will of God live 
forever”. You see people make big plans; I’m going to start up my business, build my own house and retire at 50 
years of age. 
 
But they don’t just plan these things without God they actually brag about their plans. And to me making plans of any 
sort without God’s approval is nothing more than pure arrogance. It’s arrogant because they are doing what Adam 
done in the Garden; they are setting themselves up as if they were above God. 
 
And to make plans that way loved ones is wrong because it is sinful. James 4:16 “But now you are proud, and you 
boast; all such boasting is wrong.” James says to make plans this way is sinful because it involves arrogance and 
boasting which we know is evil. 
 
And did you know that to make plans like that are even more sinful for Christian? How do I know that? Look at what 
James says in James 4:17 “So then, if we do not do the good we know we should do, we are guilty of sin.” It is more 
sinful for Christians to make plans without God because we who are Christians should know better. We should know 
what is good: we should know to make our plans with God's Will in mind all the time. That includes all the plans 
within our personal lives and all the plans for the future for our congregation. 
 
Now I mentioned earlier that we all fight against God in different ways but it doesn’t have to be that way. The non-
Christian can stop fighting against God and can plan for the eternal future by submitting to God’s will. And while we 
may have some doubts about God’s will for our lives, there is one thing which is certain. 
 
God’s will for all of mankind, you will always have some wars but you can be sure of being at peace with the Lord. 
Plans for our eternal future can be made certain if we humbly have faith in Jesus Christ and His teachings. If we 
humbly repent of our sins and confess Jesus as Lord of our lives. If we humbly submit to Him in the waters of 
baptism and live the Christian life. Then if anything we know that we have completely done His will for us to get to 
heaven. 


