“Jesus is coming, Yeh, Yeh!” (9)

The story is told of the Atheist who stopped a preacher.you believe in eternal life”The preacher has no time to
reply."Well it's a load of rubbish!'shouted the Atheistl believe in science, evolution, survival of the fiteand
when we die, that's it! No eternal life, no greatgeohent, and no GodThe Atheist continues his assault against th
preacher for several hout&ternal life! Eternal life! Ha! "It's all pie inhie sky when you die.”" When | die that's it th
end, no eternal life, no nothirigde continues, until he reaches his climéxyill be buried six feet under when | die
and that's it! Nothing! Caput! When | die | am uttertnvinced that that will be the end of me!" "Well thankdGor
that"replies the preacher.

The last time we were together we finistieBeter Zand we found that Peter had warned us in detail to b&utare
regards to false teachers. And one of those warnings was thie damage these false teachers can do especially
within our assemblies.

Today Peter is going to warn us about another group of padplean cause damage, but not so much on the insi
but on the outside. And just like the atheist in tloeystPeter is going to remind us today that Christians dhoul
expect to be mocked from those who don't believe. Andrmihcomes to Jesus’ return, we will always have geopl
who are shoutingJesus is coming, Yeh! Yeh!”

Now the very fact that we know that Jesus is goingtorn one day should motivate us to live the kind oflive
which pleases God. Jesus Himself promised that He wouichrene dayJohn 14:1-3 “Don’t let your heart be
troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in me. In myhiéas house are many homes. If it weren’t so, | woaldeh
told you. | am going to prepare a place for you. If | gd prepare a place for you, | will come again, and wilénee
you to myself; that where | am, you may be there.also

And when Jesus made His ascension into heaven, twagen@nded those who were there of the same prowmise.
1:9-11 “When he had said these things, as they were lodiengas taken up, and a cloud received him out of thei
sight.While they were looking steadfastly into the sky asveat, behold, two men stood by them in white clothing
who also said, “You men of Galilee, why do you stand legknto the sky? This Jesus, who was received up from
you into the sky will come back in the same way as saw him going into the sky.”

And so we hang onto that promise of Jesus that Hendgifled return one day. And as we are going to see today,
there will never be a shortage of people around who teaidicule us for holding on to that promigehink it was
Winnie the Poolwho famously saysl do remember and then when | try to remember, | forged so when we as
Christians face ridicule about Jesus’ return, justdmemember.

And thefirst thing we need to remember is that Christians should expeckers2 Peter 3:1-4 “This is now,
beloved, the second letter that | have written to wod; in both of them | stir up your sincere mind by reminding
you;that you should remember the words which were spokenddbjothe holy prophets, and the commandments
us, the apostles of the Lord and Savidgmowing this first, that in the last days mockers walhe, walking after
their own lustsand saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For, ftenday that the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning of thatomn.”

Peter says when we get people coming up to us and having a g@abtaith concerning Jesus’ return, just
remember. He says remember the words spoken beforelyherdphets; remember the commandment of the
apostles of the Lord and Saviour. In other words when thesple come up to us and start mocking us because o
our faith just remember that what God says is going ppér will happen. Whether He spoke through His prophe
or spoke through His apostles, God’s word is sure. And @watis word says that unbelievers will come and
ridicule us, you can be sure that they will and in Wiy it shouldn’t come as a surprise to us.

And when are we to expect these mockeér&2ter 3:3 “Knowing this first, that in the last daysckers will come.”
Now when Peter uses this phrésgt dayshe is referring to the age of the Messidbbrews 1:1+2 “After God
spoke long ago in various portions and in various waysit@ocestors through the prophétsthese last days he has
spoken to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all thargsthrough whom he created the world”.

In other words ever since the birth of Christianitgréhhas been and will continue to be those around uswiiho
mock us for various reasons. Now you might wondey? Why do they do this, why do they go to the lengths the)
do to have a go at Christianity?



2 Peter 3:3 “Knowing this first, that in the last daysckers will come, walking after their own lusts.”

You know | listen to the radio in my car quite regularhd sometimes there will be an interesting discugsiking
place. And you can be sure that if there is ever aisisson about morals, or the state of the country, you get
Christians calling in. But then you get these other pe@llmg in to have a go at the Christiahkw why do they
do that?

Well when Peter says that these scoffers come atbhageal motivation behind it all is because theywaiking
according to their own lusts. In other words, most peopdevkthat when we talk about Jesus’ return, we’renglki
about judgment. And so what these people do is make fus, why? Because it soothes their guilty consciences.

In fact we had a so called atheist in our mid week stotlyao long ago who came in and started to mock us beca
of our beliefs and if you watched him carefully you wouddida seen that every time we tried to answer a quesigon
just smirked. WhyBecause he knew that what we were saying was true andisaltwith his guilty conscience, he
smiles and denies that God exist. Why do you think the big Ieagyt and evolution are such a popular belief for
many people todayi?s because if there is no God, then there’s no jutyd and so they don’t have to deal with
their own guilty consciences.

And so Peter says in his day, there were people goingdsayimng, Jesus is coming back, Yeh, Yeh'. 2 Peter 3:4
“Where is the promise of his coming? For, from the diay the fathers fell asleep, all things continue ag tere
from the beginning of the creatiorPeter says the biggest argument that these people wid tiss everything
continues as it always has.

Now how are we going to answer these critics? Whatva going to say when someone comes up to us and says
‘Jesus is not coming back because this world is still turnidgamctioning like it always has since the beginning?’
Well remember what Peter has just told, he told us temdrer what the holy prophets and apostles have said.
Remember that God’s word is true and consistent.

2 Peter 3:5-7 “For this they wilfully forget, that thevere heavens from of old, and an earth formed ouatémand
amid water, by the word of Goly which means the world that then was, being overflomiddwater, perished.

But the heavens that now are, and the earth, by the s@rd have been stored up for fire, being reserved aghst
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly mefou see loved ones whilst we are remembering God’s woedet
scoffers are forgetting. Peter says these scoffeses faagotten about the flood.

In one of the cathedrals of England there is a bedwtihdow through which the sunlight streams. It displdngs t
facts and personalities of the Old and New Testamehthenglorious truths and doctrines of the Christiaelegion.
Now what'’s interesting about this window is that itsWabricated by the artist out of broken bits of glakgh
another artist had discarded.

You see loved ones; many people disregard the Old Testameforget the many stories within them. But as
Christians we need to remember what other people forghsr@gard, we are to remember because it gives us the
picture. And so Peter says these scoffers forget,diyust forget, they wilfully forget. In other words the
purposefully choose not to remember an event that prbegsargument wrong.

Now like | said earlier, when that so called athedshe into our Bible study, he wasn’t interested in detengini
truth. He like many other people are actually tryingusiify their lifestyle. Many people today convenientlyaga
the evidence because they know the evidence would weakegdbe. That's why they ridicule Christians rather
than dealing with it fairly and seriously.

But Peter says the flood is evidence of the certaihGam's word. What happened with Sodom and Gomorrah is
evidence of the certainty of God’s word. Peter remindeaf tisose events back ihPeter 2:5+6 “If he did not spare
the ancient world, but did protect Noah, a herald of rigidaeess, along with seven others, when God broughba fle
on an ungodly worldand if he turned to ashes the cities of Sodom and Gamarnen he condemned them to
destruction, having appointed them to serve as an examifpleite generations of the ungodly.”

Peter says by God's word, the world was once destroyedtby. wad in2 Peter 3:he says;By the same word the
present heavens and earth have been reserved for flieirgykept for the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly”.
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Peter says the same word that promised and carried thwatlgthe promise about the flood, is the word that
promises and will carry through about the Lord's coming hadite to accompany it. In other words since God key
His first promise to destroy the world with water, ga expect Him to keep His present promise as well.

Now again these scoffers may come along and“say, but, it has been so long since that promise waerrAnd
in one sense they might be right, it has been justtex@thousand years since the promise of the Lord'srreiuat
the world's destruction was made.

But again to answer that question we need to remesabeething elsewe need to remember that God is not affect
by time.2 Peter 3:8 “But don't forget this one thing, beloved, tra day is with the Lord as a thousand years, anc
thousand years as one day”.

When Raphael died at thirty-seven years of age, theiedadis marvelous paintingThe Transfiguration,Which
wasonly half finished, in the funeral procession as a syrabthe incompleteness of life and the brevity aféiWe
all know that our time on earth is short, we albknthat time dominates our lives every day whetherikeeit or not.

But loved ones, God is not man and He is not contrbletime as we understand it. Peter says with the Loed o
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years asyoN®wasadly this is one of those passages which h&s be
used and abused and taken out of context over the years.

Some people have homed in on this verse to make it seaething it was never meant to mean. But Peter idim|
reminding us that time is irrelevant to God. And so wiileay have been just over two thousand years singe thi
promise of Jesus’ return, to God that is no different framdays.Psalm 90:4 “For a thousand years in your sight
are just like yesterday when it is past, like a watcthe night.”In other words another two thousand years could
pass, and God's Word would not be weakened at all.

Let me give you a couple of examples of time as God gtatas it. InGenesis 12:&o0d says to Abrahari will
bless those who bless you, and | will curse him who cumesAll of the families of the earth will be blessed in
you.” It was two thousand years before God fulfilled His psento Abraham in terms of all the families of tlaetle
shall be blessed through him.

God says to the serpent@enesis 3:15 “And | will put hostility between you and waman and between your
offspring and her offspring; her offspring will attack yoeald, and you will attack her offspring’s hedt.ivas at

least four thousand years before He fulfilled His prenisthe serpent in terms of putting enmity between yeen s
and her Seed. He’s speaking about Jesus and that Hersisdl the serpent’s head, which He fulfilled at Calvary

And so since God kept His promise about the first comfr@hrist, we can expect Him to fulfil the promisettis
Son's return. And when people ask us when Jesus is contkgwmacan simply take them facts 1:7 “It isn’t for
you to know times or seasons which the Father hasigeh his own authority”.

Justice Grayf the Supreme Court once said to a man who had appesozd him in one of the lower courts and
had escaped conviction by some technicalltinow that you are guilty and you know it, and | wish you
remember that one day you will stand before a betkmaser Judge, and that there you will be dealt with atingr
to justice and not according to law."

That day is coming loving ones, we don’t know when it’s icgnbut because God’s word says it's coming, we
believe it. People may ridicule us and tell us that dleisus promised years ago that He was coming \waeke is
He? Just remember God's word is sure, remember God is netrmg by time.

And finally Peter says there is one more thing we need to remereb@mber that God is patieGtPeter 3:9 “The
Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some countnglesy but is patient with us; not wishing that any shoul
perish, but that all should come to repentance”.

Peter says these mockers believe that the Lordvs ®@ncerning His promise. It has been just over twagand
years since the promise was made. Now while some pe@ylehink that the Lord is slow in coming back, we can
be sure that He is slow for a reason. Peter §dgsis patient with us not wanting anybody to perish’

You see loved ones, although God is a just God, Hedsaatserciful and loving God.
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Our life is like the dial of a clock. The hands aredGdands, passing over and over again, the slaowd of
Disciplineand the londiand of Mercy Slowly and surely theland of Disciplinemust pass, and God speaks at eac
strike; but over and over passes Ithend of Mercy showering down sixtyfold of blessings for each stroke of
discipline or trial; and both hands are fastened to eoers point, the great, unchanging Heart of a God of.Love

While God'’s justice requires judgment and eternal punishofaadt the ungodly, God’s love and mercy is willing to
give them time to repent. This explains the Lord’s défagturning loved ones; He has given every generatan
has lived during the last two thousand years time to repedtin that way He has been patient with everyones He’
is hoping that people will repent.

There are going to be many people like the man who drestetbeForth road bridgén Scotland As he entered the
bridge there were speed restriction signs which Sianph He decided to drive over 80 mph The police pulled
him over at the other end of the bridge and askedftimsaw the speed sigrte which the guy saiges The police
asked himwhat did the speed signs sand the man replie8l0 mph so why were you doing 50 mpla8ked the
police to which the man repliedBecause | didn't expect to meet you on the other side’.

And many people are going to be like that man; many peoplearexpecting to meet God on the other side. And
you’re not a Christian this morning and you're wondemrgen is Jesus coming backRat’'s the wrong question; the
Bible doesn’t answer that question. The real question vihelBible does answer is thighy on earth would God

be patient with me and want anyone to come to Him?

| don’t care where you are from, | don’t care whatitybackground is and all the ungodly things you've been
involved in. God says, you will meet Me on the other bigiethe reason I've not come back today is because I'm
giving you one more chance to come to Me today. And you ¢ordesus today by repenting, by turning away fron
the world and its sinful ways. You come to Jesus by fallgwesus and His words today.

The Bible tells us that God sent His Son to die for ywws. The Bible also tells us that God has delayed tidirsg
of His Son a second time, to give you time to reperierPays remember God’s word is sure, remember God is n
governed by time and remember that God is patient witrapduHe wants you to come to Him today.



