“What would the Holy Spirit say to us today?” (8)

| remember a preacher sharing a sermon one Sunday aedrdet\wo teenage girls in the back giggling and
disturbing people. And so he interrupted his sermon and anrateraly, There are two of you here who have nof
heard a word I've saidThen everything went quiet. And so when the service was tie went to greet people at th
front door, only to be met by three adults who apologisedntdfdni going to sleep in church, promising it would
never happen again.

We have now come to the end of our sermon serieseoseten churches of Asia Minor but | wanted to shatie wi
you one more sermon. And if you have been listening lglaser the past seven weeks you will have realisedathat
the end of every letter, to each of the churches ia Kénor, there is a little phrase which sayWhoever has ears,
let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

And so today | want us to consider the questidmt would the Holy Spirit say to us toddyelieve that the first
thing the Holy Spirit would say to us is this.Believe in MeNow let me say this, if the Bible didn’t exist, oydu
had never read the Bible, you would know nothing at aluaitiee Holy Spirit. And that’s because it's only through
the Scriptures does the Holy Spirit reveal Himself toknad.

You see there’s no denying the existence of the Holy Spiicripture. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit is
mentioned38 times 23 bookdn the Old Testament refer to the Holy Spirit, althotigg actual expressioroly

Spirit’ is used onl\8 times Psalm 51:11 “Do not cast me from your presence or takehgyiSpirit from me.”

Isaiah 63:10 “Yet they rebelled and grieved his holy Spistaiah 63:11 “Where is he who set his holy Spirit amon
them.”

In the New Testament the Holy Spirit is mentiozéd times There aré0 or more references to the Holy Spirit in
the Gospels TheBook of Actshas57 referenceto the Holy Spirit, which is why some callithe Acts of the Holy
Spirit.” The epistles refer to the Holy SpitiB2 timesand there are only epistleghat makes no mention of the Holy
Spirit, Philemon, 2+3 JohrAnd so there is no denying the existence of the Hoiyt Sghen we use the Scriptures.

But do you as a Christian believe in thiagios Pneuma; the Holy Spirit?You see loved ones we talk a lot about
God the Father and Jesus the Son but there are tiheeswe neglect the Holy Spirit. And | think part of teason
for neglecting to preach, teach or even talk aboutthlg Spirit is because we don’t want to be recognisdakor
associated with some other religious groups.

But the Holy Spirit says to each and everyone one tddey, believe in Me!"He would tell us that He is not some
‘active force’like the Jehovah Witnesses believe. He would tell asHe is not some form ¢&électricity’ like the
Mormons believe. He would tell us that He is notiarbut He has a personality and He is as much as the Gbdhe:
as the Father and Son are.

When Jesus prepared for His return to heaven, He said tapidstles idohn 14:16 “And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Comforter to help you and béwdu forever’Now that termComforter’is derived from
two Greek words that signifpeside’and‘to call,” and so it denotes one who has been called to the sa®tifer
for assistanceCould an impersonahctive force’give the apostles help and comfort theda?

You see the Holy Spirit can do things only a person cadado 14:26ells us the Holy Spirit careach John 15:26
tells us that the Holy Spirit caastify. John 16:8+13ells us that the Holy Spirit caronvict, guideandspeak A real
person has the attributes of personality, which incluchnd, will, and emotions.

Does the Holy Spirit have a willPes He does. When it comes to the distribution aftspl gifts Paul says ith
Corinthians 12:11 “But one and the same Spirit is achialithese, distributing to each person as He wibnés
the Holy Spirit have a mind?es He doesl Corinthians 2:10 “The Spirit searches all things, elerdeep things of
God.” Does the Holy Spirit have emotiong@s He does=phesians 4:30 “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.”

If the Holy Spirit can be grieved, then He has ematiand because the Holy Spirit has a mind, a will,eandtions,
we know that He is a Person. You see a real persorhatsthe capacity to have relationships with othdrat'3 the
primary reason we have a mind, will, and emotions. AdicgrtoPhilippians 2:1the Spirit is able to have fellowship
with us.
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According to2 Corinthians 13:14the Holy Spirit can have communion with us. One vghable to commune and to
have fellowship is capable of personal relationshipsetbes, the Holy Spirit is a person. But not only is iy
Spirit a person, He is also Deity.

For example we all know that God is holy but so isHlody Spirit, holiness is in His name. Holiness isasic
characteristic of the Spirit, in fact the Spiris® holy that blasphemy against the Spirit cannot be fangaléhough
blasphemy against Jesus could be accordindgtithew 12:32Insulting the Spirit is just as sinful as trampling th
Son of God under foot according t@brews 10:29

And so not only is He holy like God, He is also etehikal God. According taJohn 14:1&he Holy Spirit, the
Comforter, will be with usforever’ andHebrews 9:1&learly tells us He is eternal. We also know thatHbéy

Spirit is‘omnipresencewhich basically means He is present everywhere. WlaadDs praising God'’s greatness,
he asked, ifPsalm 139:7+8 “Where can | go from your Spirit? Where déelfrom your presence? If I go up to th
heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the deptlsase there.David says | can’t go anywhere without your
Holy Spirit being present.

We also know that the Holy Spirit ismnipotence'which basically means He is all powerful. The works thad
does, such as creation, are also ascribed to theSpaly. Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of
the Almighty gives me life.” Psalm 104:30 “When you send y@yirit, they are created, and you renew the face o
the ground.”

The miracles of Jesus Christ were dmethe Spirit’according taViatthew 12:281In Paul's ministry, the work that
‘Christ has accomplisheavas donéthrough the power of the Spiridccording td(Romans 15:18+19The Holy
Spirit is alsoomniscience which basically means He knows everything. Paul saysdnrinthians 2:1¢hat“The
Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of Gdw'very next versd, Corinthians 2:11tells us that the
Spirit of God'’knows the thoughts of God’

Holiness, eternality, omnipresence, omnipotence and omndare attributes of God’s essence, that is,
characteristic of the nature of divine existence. The/ 3pirit has all these attributes, which meansdH8ad. And
He says, you openly believe in the Father and the S8onhat about believing in Me&fter all, | am Deity, | am
God.

| know this is difficult to illustrate and understand in eunds loved ones, but the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit are all One, they are God in three persbresmember trying to explain this to Josh one time anidused a
potato as an illustration. | put a potato on the tableaaodnd it | put some frozen chips, a packet of crispsante
boiled potatoes. | then went on to explain that althobgretwere three different items, they were allssesce a
potato but in different forms.

Now | know that’s a poor illustration loved ones, butltdwdy Spirit is Deity. After all when you think about When
we baptise someone, accordingtetthew 28:19e baptise people intthe name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.’In other words we are baptised into a relationship whhtwhe Bible calls the Godhead. And
loved ones, the Holy Spirit is screaming out to evesy @frus, believe in Me’.

| think thesecond thinghe Holy Spirit would say to us today is simply thisse Me!" In Acts 2when the Jews were
asking what must they do to be right with God, Petera@mh Acts 2:38 “Repent and be baptized, every one of yo
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of gms: And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spitit

Peter says at out baptism we receive the forgivesfemgr sins and we receive thirea), the gift, of the Holy
Spirit. Now why has God blessed us with the gift of the Holy Spinself?Well there are many reason but one
reason we have the gift of the Holy Spirit Himgelbecause He acts like our guarankphesians 1:13+14 “And
you also were included in Christ when you heard the rgessitruth, the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the prairitgly Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are Gpd&session—to the praise of his glory.”

2 Corinthians 1:21+22 “Now it is God who makes both us and yod $trm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a tlegoaranteeing what is to coméaul says that the
sanctifying and comforting influences of the Holy Spsetl believers as the children of God, and heirs ofdmea
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And it's by Him that believers are sealed, that is, sspd and set apart for God, and distinguished and marked a
belonging to Him. In other words, the Holy Spirit sayie doesn’t want us worrying about our eternal salvation,
because as long as He continues to live in us, He etidlsithe deposit which guarantees our inheritance to come.

You see God could have made a body for the Holy SpiHteadid for Jesus, but He didn’'t. God gives us the
privilege and the indescribable honour of hosting the Bpitit within us.1 Corinthians 3:16 “You know that you
are God’s sanctuary and that God’s Spirit lives in you.”

The Holy Spirit lives in us loved ones and He is scregmut to each of ugjse Me! But how can we use Him? In
what ways can we use Hinht me share with you at least two areas where ¢welve could all benefit from using
the Holy Spirit.1. Use the gifts He has blessed us with.

Romans 12:6-8 “We have different gifts, according to the gya@ to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is servitiggn serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is no@urage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give gendyotist is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show amncy, do
it cheerfully.”

Paul says that we all have differeG@harisma,’gifts. Now when | look around at our members | know dath one
of us have at least one of these gifts, they ardiffdrent but all important. And before you start sening out that
the gift of prophesying has ceased think again. YésGorinthians 13:&ells us thatprophesying will ceasebut this
is talking about supernatural prophesying, that includesh telling.” But here isSRomans 12Paul is not talking
about supernatural prophesying, after all that was orfeeafasons he wanted to go to Rome in the first place
remember.

Paul says to them iRomans 1:11 “l long to see you so that | may impart to pooesspiritual gift to make you
strong.”One of the reasons Paul wanted to go to Rome wasprtirsome gifts upon thenvhy? Because no apostle
had been to Rome and they didn’t have any supernatuial §ée the worghrophesying’'can also meari&rth
speechwhich simply means preaching.

And when | look around at my brethren today | can sesyrmpeeachers and I’'m not just talking about the men. Yot
don’'t need a pulpit to preach, the bus stop is your pulpitir Yvorkplace is your pulpit, at the family table is your
auditorium and your friends and family are your audience.

And so the Holy Spirit saysjse Me’, don’t rely on yourself to prepare and deliver a lessorMesdo help you
prepare and deliver that lesson. And notice that your psypitein according with your faith, which basically mean
you can preach according to your ability and understanditigeddcriptures. Some people know a lot about the
Bible, others don't, but it doesn’t matter, just teaclaiwou know.

When you think about Moses, he complains that he is sf@peech and of a slow tongue. But notice in thatevho
story that God does not promise him a new tongue, bubkg promise that He will be with him and train his
tongue. And when you redekuteronomyand listen to Moses forty years after in the Moabmlit's as though his
brain fired up and his tongue got loosened and trained. Analt ittee end obeuteronomyhe gives that series of
farewell talks burning with eloquence. You see loved ohesyh-matured powers were there all the time and they
were lying dormant, until they had been aroused to full gndowy the indwelling Spirit of God.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with iserving He saysuse Me, to help you servd.don’t know of one
single member of this congregation who doesn’t serg®ime manner. But the kind of serving He has in mind her
is the kind where you don’t want to serve or can't behéred to serve. You see we don’t know what it meaube ta
servant until we get treated like one.

Yes we’ll all bring food to a fellowship mebhut who's going to stay behind and wash the diskesawe’ll all dig in
and help you do the gardbeat who'’s going to do the tedious job of removing the we¥@sAve’ll all help out with
our special eventsut who's going to come in early and help greet any vigtéhe Holy Spirit will help you serve
in areas where you don't really want to serve in.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with igaching He saysuse Me, to help you teachrhis is much like the
gift of preaching but without the pulpit. He will help yowepare and deliver a lesson if you allow Him to guide yot
thoughts. And again you can teach one person or a thousaplé,pemakes no difference.
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And when you're sharing the Gospel with others He withirel you of Scripture, so that you can be a more effecti
teacher.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with isncouragingHe saysuse Me, to help you encourage otheW§ho
encourages the encourag@ve all need encouragemedgn’t we?A simple phone call, text message, a visit or kin
word all help make our Christian journey a little mbearable.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with igiving. He saysuse Me, to help you give generousiiow please
don’t think just about monitory giving, we can give inrsany ways. We can give of our time, our energy, ots,ea
our council, our strength, our love and the Holy Spirit kelp us give generously in all these areas.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with igading He saysuse Me, to help you lead diligentlyNow Paul
doesn't just have leading like the men each Lord’s Dawdoind here. He’s telling us that the Holy Spirit wiélp

us lead by example. And we all should be doing that in oonels, in our workplaces, in the supermarket, whereve
we find ourselves. We should be leading by example and sbdlenworld that we are Christians.

Another gift the Holy Spirit will help you with ishowing mercyHe saysuse Me, to help you show mercy
cheerfully.” The Holy Spirit wants us all to be like the Samaritda wants us to help those who have been or are
being afflicted by others. He wants us to help the hedplde wants us to feed the hungry and visit the sick. Now
loved ones please don't tell me you don’'t possess sttde® of these gifts. Each and every single one basgshe
Holy Spirit within us and He’s crying out to us all todayse Me!’

| personally believe that treecond arewhere the Holy Spirit asks us to use Him, is in our masef weakness.
Romans 8:26 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in oakmess. We do not know what we ought to pray for, bu
the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless grbans

Have you ever had moments where you just feel burdenbadcaWgorts of worries and carels@on’t know about you
but there have been times in my Christian life wpaim and confusion have set in, and | simply don’t knowtwda
pray for or how to pray to God. Paul says when you gétet@oint when you just don’t know how to pray, the Holy
Spirit will intercede for us.

In other words, He will speak to the Father on our beHa will express our deepest needs to the Father. éuldes
Holy Spirit says, listen loved ones, when you get khat when you get to the point you want to pray but dendw
how to pray, then don’t worry. He says, use Me, Héspiéak on our behalf to our heavenly Father.

Can't we see that He wants to help UWs2 Him! He wants to help us use the gifts He has llassevith and He
wants to help us pray when we can't.

And finally | think thethird thingthe Holy Spirit would say to us today is simply thist Me use you!’A young
artist was trying to copy Raphaeiidadonna and Child,one of the most beautiful pictures in all the worl@. \Went
to Florence and gazed on it, then got his easel. Sittingy do¥wont of it he began to copy it. As he looked ahis
picture became a thing of beauty, too. But suppose thataohsif only copying, the spirit of Raphael could have
come upon that young man, what a difference it would hadema

You see when we come to the Lord Jesus He gives usdhys3pirit to help us live as He would have us live, and
the more the Holy Spirit controls our lives, the mitke Him we becomeRomans 8:29 “For those God foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Satrhehmight be the firstborn among many brothers and
sisters.”

God wants us to become like His Son and the Holy Spyd, 8at me use you, to look more like Jesu’
Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, who with unveiled faces emmplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from thedlavho is the Spirit.”

That word, transformed’is the Greek wor@Vietamorphoo, and it's where we get our wonahorph’. You see God
didn’t give us the gift of the Holy Spirit just for tiien of it, He gave us the gift because He wanth#mge us, and
He wants to morph us into the image of Jesus. Ask ydudseyou look more like Jesus today than you did a year
ago? Do you talk and think and live more like Jesus todayytba did when you first became a Christian?
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Because the Holy Spirit is sayirn@t Me do that, let Me change youLét the world see that He is using yaund
how will the world see that your life is being influendsdthe Holy Spirit/Romans 8:14 “For those who are led by
the Spirit of God are the children of God.”

People will know we are children of God because we atlisvSpirit to lead our livegsalatians 5:22+23 “But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearank@dness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selbicoAne
we allowing Him bear His fruit in our lives loved ond3&tcause remember He doesn’t want religious nuts, God
wants the fruit of the Spirit to be shown in our §ive

| remember hearing a story about a non-believing womanwesoin an old people’s home and in the home one of
the carers was a Christian. Now the Christian nenaade a big deal about being a Christian but quietly weamita

her job caring for people. Well one night after havingd @iay, the elderly lady had a really comforting dream anc
in the morning she spoke to the Christian about it and ‘saig, Jesus came to me last night in a dream, the stranc
thing was, He had your face!

The Holy Spirit wants to use us, not only to show tleeldvJesus in our lives but also to bring others to Christ.
believe we rely too much on ourselves sometimes rdthaearrelying on the Holy Spirit when it comes to reachimey
lost. For example when you think about the Lord witbddemus inJohn 3Wasn't that a case of the right man, in
the right place, saying the right thing, at the rigmet?Here was a man who came already prepared and we know
today, sometimes when someone comes to us with &tediguestion, we can be almost certain they arepaprd
person.

Look atJohn 4with Jesus and the Samaritan women. When you think &fetustory wasn't that the case of the
right person, in the right place, at the right tinkste was a woman completely prepared and Jesus waspEmsive
to her, He was responsive to the promptings of the Bplgit within Him and He immediately recognized from the
way she responded that here was a woman who was ready.

Look atActs 8and the case of Philip and the Eunuch and we can deentteagain, the right man, in the right place
at the right time. Here is a man riding in his chareztding the Gospel and the obvious question to askdwasu

understand what you are readini® a clear indication of the leading of the Holyi@phat his answer was, he was
readinglsaiah 53 But who had put it in his heart to read th@3viously again it’s the right person, at the right time

We need to allow the Holy Spirit do what He does besltthat is prepare people’s hearts. And when we allow Hi
to do that, He speaks through you, to say the right thong prepared person, at the right time. And remember this
church, the Holy Spirit is more eager to bring us rctowith the person He is working with than we are.\Baitto
keep an alert ear and eye and keep little feelers goingnbilitve get a response.

‘Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 8agise churchesAre we listening church®Phe Holy Spirit still
speaks today and He sayslieve in Me) ‘use Me’and allow'Me to use youto bring glory to the Father.



