“The empty promises of false teachers” (8)

We’re continuing our sermon seriesPeterand by now I'm sure you would have noticed Peter has atedia
whole chapter to false teachers. He informed us abewtdamage these false teachers can and do caZis&ier
2:1-3 He informed us that God sees what they are doing &ydatifi certainly not go unpunished for it ihPeter
2:4-9, He informed us i2 Peter 2:10-10f just how corrupt these false teachers can be.

But before we get into today's text let me share with gome items which you can get a hold of but more
importantly | want you to notice the words they havelenwarning labels.
On Tesco's Tiramisu desséotrinted on bottom)Do not turn upside down.'

On Sainsbury's peanut&/arning: contains nuts.'

On Boot's Children Cough Medicirieo not drive a car or operate machinery after takingrti@dication.’
On Marks &Spencer Bread Puddiigoduct will be hot after heating.’

On most brands of Christmas lighfsr indoor or outdoor use only.'

On an American Airlines packet of nultisstructions: Open packet, eat nuts.'

On a child's Superman costutiféearing of this garment does not enable you to fly.'

Now the reason | shared those with you is to remindl tise warnings need to be listened to but sometimesatey
written with those who have no common sense in niiik@ | said Peter spends a whole chapter warning us aboul
false teachers, and that should tell us something loved Anddf it tells us anything, it should warn us that false
teachers were a very real problem for the early ¢hantl they are still very real problem today.

And today Peter is going to warn us that these falsdhées are full of empty promises.2rPeter 2:1Peter tells us
that,“These men are waterless springs and mists driven lyra,dbor whom the utter depths of darkness have bee
reserved” Peter says they are springs without water, they &t#s wiriven along by a storm.

Listen to how Jude describes thendimle 12+13 "These men are blemishes at your love feastgy with you
without the slightest qualm--shepherds who feed only seéras. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the
wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted -- twice déaey are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their
shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness hasdsszved forever.”

In other words they promise much but they never truliveeivhat they promise. And make no mistake about love
ones, like we saw last time they are masters irathef deception2 Peter 2:18 “For by speaking high-sounding but
empty words they are able to entice, with fleshly desared with debauchery, people who have just escaped from
those who reside in error”.

Now remember that Peter already told ug faeter 2:3hat"they will exploit you with deceptive wordsNow he
says'they speak high sounding empty words."

| remember watching the build up to the general electidew gears ago where all the MP’s from the different
parties were giving their last minute appeals to the publget some vote#&nd if you listened closely you would
find that they always use eloquent speech that soundsssipe and promises much.

Now Peter says that these false teachers use tleeteahmiques, they sound great and impressive and they prom
much but are sadly they lack any true substande,? Because according tbPeter 2:1&hey actually appeal to the
flesh. Oh on the surface it may look like they are wigrsouls over for Christ but when you strip away thersy
you will find that they are actually using the flesh to weople over.

The very things which Paul warned us aboubaiatians 30 stay clear of are the very things which they are
appealing tooGalatians 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are obvioesual immorality, impurity, depravity,
idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy, loutsts of anger, selfish rivalries, dissensions, dastenvying,
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murder, drunkenness, carousing, and similar things. | amngayou, as | had warned you before: Those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

And so if you listen closely to these false teachetswill discover that the promises they offer ardlyegppeals to
the flesh. This is exactly the promise of the healiti wealth gospel we hear so much about today. They &sstye
flaunt their fleshly appeals, while passing it off as stining proper. In other words they display excessive wealth
something one might expect to receive as a followéhaif teaching.

And Peter says it’s by using this deceiving method thatsbel to charm those who have escaped from those wh
live in error. And so not only do they appeal to the flekly also promise freedom from the fleSlow what do |
mean by that®ell let's allow Peter himself explain what | mearRiPeter 2:19 “Although these false teachers
promise such people freedom, they themselves are enstawvaechorality. For whatever a person succumbs to, to
that he is enslaved”.

Peter says they promise freedom but they don't deliveecesly if it is freedom from the lusts of the flepow
Peter has just told us that they appeal to the fleklrégeople in but at the same time they are promisesgdrm
from the fleshWhat's going on here@/ell basically Peter is telling us that they are enslayeople through the
very thing they promised deliverance from. These falsgheza promise freedom, while they themselves are still
slaves. Peter says they are slaves to immoralfingito promise what they don't have themselves.

Can you imagine a sales person coming to your home tryisgjltgou life insurance from a company which they
highly recommend but they themselves don’t use them? @ammagine a Christian telling someone that God can
help them with their drug problem but that Christian s8ks drugs every day? Can you imagine a person on the
street coming up to someone and telling them they need te wdesus if they themselves haven’t even come to
Jesus?

This again reminds us of what we saw last time abouhmstcorrupt these false teachers ar& Reter 2:Peter
tells us they try to take advantage of Christians thragughd. In2 Peter 2:1(Me told us that they walk according to
the flesh and despise authority.AriPeter 2:1he told us that they speak evil of the things they daindérstand. In

2 Peter 2:1%e told us that they love to display their evil in larakay light. In2 Peter 2:14e told us they have eyes
full of adultery and that cannot stop sinning and theyaséd themselves in ungodly practices. And so these fals
teachers who promise freedom, are themselves stiflvats by the very things they promise to free you from.

There is a back garden where a dog is heavily chaineddddenowever, is fast asleep, and so he isn't awaresof h
chains. Later on, we may even notice the dog eatingbd &till chained, but as the food is close to the &kinis
chain is not troublesome, and so he is still uncons@bbiss bondage. But soon comes the owner of the dog, who
forgetting the chain, calls the dog. The animal springsagereto reach his master. What happens next? All his
efforts are in vain, and now for the first time belk the trouble and restraint of his fetters.

You see loved ones these false teachers proclaimhomgelut at the same time they don’t even believe iatiiey
are proclaiming because their lives don't reflect tbain message. No wonder Peter goes on to tell us #haatle
worse off now than they were before.

2 Peter 2:20-22 “For if after they have escaped the filtings of the world through the rich knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they again get entangled inaghdrauccumb to them, their last state has become ¥oorse
them than their first. For it would have been bettetfiem never to have known the way of righteousness tha
having known it, to turn back from the holy commandmébat had been delivered to them. They are illustratidéns c
this true proverb: “A dog returns to its own vomit,” didsow, after washing herself, wallows in the mire.”

Peter says their latter end is worse than theimimégg. He says it would have been better for them nevieave
known the way of righteousned&’hat does he mead®@sus tells us ihuke 12:47+48 “That servant, who knew his
lord’s will, and didn’t prepare, nor do what he wanted| be beaten with many stripes, but he who didn’t knavd, a
did things worthy of stripes, will be beaten with fetnpes. To whomever much is given, of him will much be
required; and to whom much was entrusted, of him morebeiisked”.

Now | can’t picture a more sickening scene than a dodhdmjust been sick all over the kitchen floor goingkba
and eating it, that’s just gross.
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Or what sense does it make for female pig to spend htmansing herself just to go back into a pool of mud to get
dirty again?n other words these false teachers have becoméhikeéog returning to his vomit, and the washed so\
wallowing again in the mire.

It was in the north of England 881, when a terrible storm swept over that part of thenty. A man, who was a
minister atEvemouth had a great many fishermen who were a part of the egation he served. It had been very
stormy weather and the fishermen had been detained ivatheur for a week. One day, however, the sun shone ¢
in a clear blue sky; it seemed as if the storm had pasgag and the boats started out for the fishing groumdy-
one boats left the harbour that day.

Before they started, the harbour-master hoisted tmestignal, and warned them of the coming storm. He bedgec
them not to go; but they disregarded his warning, and awgystéet. They saw no sign of the coming storm. In a
few hours, however, it swept down on that coast ang fesv of those fishermen returned. There were fivebor s
men in each boat, and nearly all were lost in thaddful storm. Those men who lost their lives atwgeee ushered
into eternity because they did not listen to the warning.

Loved ones, Peter has been encouraging us to keep grovtirgggrace and knowledge of Jesus Christ but we als
need to listen to his warning and be careful of these tfedszhers. Because if we don’t, we too may end up bagpom
just as lost as them.

Now you may be thinking well I'm not a false teachetlst doesn’t apply to me. Well it’s true you may notbe
false teacher but remember these false teachers wesdroe Christians and if it can happen to them nitceaitainly
happen to us.

They were once true Christians but now according Beter 2:They bring on themselves swift destruction. They
were once true Christians but now according eter 2:3heir judgment has not been idle, and their destruction
does not slumber. They were once true Christians butagoarding ta? Peter 2:1The gloom of darkness is
reserved forever for them.

Think about itwhy would Peter warn those who have escaped from thibgdive in error in2 Peter 2:18+19f
there is no real danger of becoming enslaved and brougrglavery again? Why would Peter tell uiReter 3:17
to beware lest you also fall from your own steadfasgtnbeing led away with the error of the wicked, if it is
impossible for Christians to fall away?

You see loved ones Peter warns us about falling awaysedss a very real possibility and he’s not alonéhm
Bible with that conceptiebrews 3:12+13 “Beware, brothers, lest perhaps theredeyione of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in falling away from the living Go8ut exhort one another day by day, so long as it isctédibday;” lest
any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”.

Listen to Paul's warning to the Galatian churcheSaatians 1:6-9 “| am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you by the grace of Chméstee following a different gospehot that there really is
another gospel, but there are some who are disturbingnegbwanting to distort the gospel of ChrBut even if we
(or an angel from heaven) should preach a gospel comtréing one we preached to you, let him be condemned tc
hell! As we have said before, and now | say again, if anyi®peeaching to you a gospel contrary to what you
received, let him be condemned to hell!”

Now those are very strong words from the apostle &adikthe reason they are strong is because fallingfédse
gospel is a very real possibility if we're not carefihd the very real possibility of apostasy and losing'®
salvation helps us to understand the grave concern exghiesBeter’s words. Peter believes that Christiandalan
from grace. Peter believes Christians can be led awithythe error of false teachers.

That's why he dedicates a whole chapter describing faéseteachers who are losing their salvation anddrio
take others with them. That’s why I've dedicated foungers just on the topic of false teachers. Petetlisgeais to
be careful because these false teachers can andisla#ot of damage within a congregation.

Peter is telling us be careful but don’t worry because $&ed what they are doing and they will not go unpunishet
for it. Peter is telling us be careful because thalse teachers are totally corrupt. Peter is telling usabeful
because although they sound good and impressive, thestetaitbers are full of empty promises.
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And the point I'm trying to make is this, if we as Chass are growing and continue to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ, the less chance theréevolf us being led astray by any individual or false teacher

Ephesians 4:11-14 “He gave some to be apostles; and some, prapldetome, evangelists; and some, shepherds
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, tovidré of serving, to the building up of the body of Christtil we

all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledd§éhe Son of God, to a full grown man, to the meastitae
stature of the fullness of Christhy? Sothat we may no longer be children, tossed back and dodicarried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of menciaftiness, after the wiles of error.”

Paul says trickery, craftiness, deceitful scheming wtsvhard for some people to realize that there angaily
people out there who are willing to mislead people for themn selfish gain. But yet it goes on and naive people
continue to fall for it. It's hard to imagine that teare false teachers like Peter has described arbevatleéading
people away from God, but yet it goes on and naive peoptaae to fall for it.

Peter says grow Christian grow but be careful. Payd seEphesians 6:11 “Put on the full armour of God, that you
may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the"devil

| hope and pray these sermons on false teachers hanveibeful but | also hope and pray that we wake up tathe f
that these people are very real and if we're notfigbnee too can be led astray. Jesus never promised yaourieea
Christian and you will become materially rich. Jesergen promised you become a Christian and you will neaee
any trouble in your life. But what He did promise is etélifefor all who will faithfully do what He says.



