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“It is possible.” (8) 

 
A boy was sitting in a park bench with one hand resting on an open Bible. He was loudly exclaiming his praise to 
God. "Hallelujah! Hallelujah! God is great!" he yelled without worrying whether anyone heard him or not. Shortly 
after, along came a man who had recently completed some studies at a local University. Feeling himself very 
enlightened in the ways of truth and very eager to show this enlightenment, he asked the boy about the source of his 
Joy. "Hey" asked the boy in return with a bright laugh, "Don't you have any idea what God is able to do? I just read 
that God opened up the waves of the Red Sea and led the whole nation of Israel right through the middle." 
 
The enlightened man laughed lightly, sat down next to the boy and began to try to open his eyes to the "realities" of 
the miracles of the Bible. "That can all be very easily explained. Modern scholarship has shown that the Red Sea in 
that area was only 10 inches deep at that time. It was no problem for the Israelites to wade across."  
 
The boy was stumped. His eyes wandered from the man back to the Bible lying open in his lap. The man, content that 
he had enlightened a poor naive young person to the finer points of scientific insight turned to leave. Scarcely had he 
taken two steps when the boy began to rejoice and praise louder than before. The man turned to ask the reason for this 
resumed jubilation. "Wow!" Exclaimed the boy happily, "God is greater than I thought! Not only did He lead the 
whole nation of Israel through the Red Sea, He topped it off by drowning the whole Egyptian army in 10 inches of 
water!" 
 
And I guess the point of the story is that some of today’s youthful Christians can always accept God’s word at face 
value, no matter what explanations others give. We’re living in a society where our youth are being scrutinized, 
idolised, criticised and psycho-analysed.  
 
In some areas of today’s society adults don’t have much respect for our youth. A lot of people show no interest in 
today’s youth, that’s why they hang out on street corners. That’s why they get drunk and take all sorts of drugs at the 
weekends. They are screaming out for help with their actions but nobody is listening. Some don’t get much love and 
attention in their homes, that’s why they take attention tantrums by having sex with every boy or girl which shows an 
interest in them.  
 
Now some societies may not be interested in the youth, some parents may not be too interested in their children, but 
God does. God has always had a special place for the youth in His heart. In fact God has always had a special place 
for all ages in His heart. 
 
1 John 2:13+14 “I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, 
young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the 
Father. I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, 
because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” 
 
John says he’s writing to the father’s, the young men and to the children. You see today the young are being ignored 
in many areas, but it’s vitally important that we as Christians teach our children about the ways of God. Now Funmi 
and I have spoken about this many times concerning our kids. We hope and pray that they will become Christians one 
day. We hope and pray that the example we show them while they are children will help them to become Christians 
one day. 
 
But what we’ve come to understand about the teaching we give them and about the example we show them is this. 
It’s not that it’s not important for when they come to the age of accountability but it’s even more important for them 
if they don’t become Christians at a young age, because it gives them something or rather someone to remember for 
when they do get older. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years 
approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them." Solomon says that when a child grows up, trouble will 
come and you may look for all sorts of ways to handle your troubles. You might think the answer to your troubles is 
found in wealth or possessions. But Solomon says in the end all you’re going to find is no pleasure at all. 
 
What I’m saying is that it’s important to show and teach our youth the ways of God at a young age because that 
teaching and example we show them will give them something and someone to remember.  
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And if our kids grow up to become young Christians, we as mature Christians have a responsibility towards them. 
Like I said earlier in a society where the youth are being ignored, we need to make sure that, that sort of spirit doesn’t 
filter into the church. And sadly in many ways it has, in some places. 
 
How many times have we heard people say, “Ah they are still young Christians what do they know?” How many 
times do we look down at young Christians? Paul reminds us of our responsibility when he writes to Timothy in 1 
Timothy 4:12 “Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.” 
 
If a young Christian is setting an example for the rest of us by the way they talk and live their lives, by the way they 
love and show their faith, we’ve got a responsibility not to look down on them. And if you’re a young Christian today 
then my advice to you is this, if you want to become a strong mature Christian and if you want to gain respect from 
your elders, then live your life by the word of God. Psalm 119:9 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
living according to your word.” 
 
John is going to share with us 3 points today concerning our youth. And the 1st point is this; our youth have 
temptations just like we do. Did you know that God gives our young Christians the chance to become spiritually 
strong in their young age? 1 John 2:14 “I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have 
overcome the evil one.” 
 
Now I understand that our youth have pressures to go out and “sow their wild oats” so to speak. But if you’re a young 
Christian you don’t have too, you can resist that temptation. Now Joseph is a prefect example of someone being 
tempted and pressured into having sexual relations with someone. Genesis 39:6b-9 “Now Joseph was well-built and 
handsome, and after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!" But he refused. 
"With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he 
owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me 
except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 
 
And even though she was putting pressure on Joseph to have sex with her, he still resisted. Genesis 39:10 “And 
though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.” Joseph resisted this 
temptation from a seductive woman. 
 
And when you look around today at some of our youth in society especially at the weekends, they be as well wearing 
nothing but a swimsuit. Especially young girls, they don’t dress to impress anymore, they dress to seduce. And I 
totally sympathise with our young Christians today, but we also need to let them know that they can overcome that 
temptation. God has given them the power to overcome those temptations. 
 
And I’m speaking to everyone now, especially the men among us. If you’re walking down the street and a young 
woman dressed to seduce catches you eye, you might think to yourself, she’s a nice looking woman. But if you 
constantly keep looking over your shoulder time and time again to check her out body so to speak you’ve sinned. 
Looking at her once may be an accident, looking at her twice is sinful. 
 
Jesus told us in Matthew 5:27+28 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” All Christians need to 
be aware of their own personal desires and temptations so that they can run away from them. All Christians should be 
running away from our youthful desires and pursuing some other things. 2 Timothy 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of 
youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 
 
John says he writes to you young men because they are strong, not physically strong but spiritually strong. God says 
He will give you the strength to resist those temptations and pressures which come your way. And how do you get 
that strength? 
 
That’s John’s 2nd point; the young Christians get their strength from the same place as the older Christians do, God’s 
word. 1 John 2:14 “I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, 
young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” Let me 
tell you loved ones; young men as well as older people need direction. Jeremiah 10:23 “I know, O Lord, that a man's 
life is not his own; it is not for man to direct his steps.” 
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According to the actor Will Smith, everything his father did, he did for a reason. Smith recalls, once his dad wanted 
his brother Harry and he to repair a 16-by-14-foot wall in front of his business. They had to dig a six-foot-long trench 
and rebuild the structure. It took six months. Years later Will’s dad explained why he'd given them that task. He said, 
"When a kid's growing up he needs to see something that looks impossible to do, and then go out and do it.” Will 
says that, “there are always going to be walls in life, his father helped them get over one wall, so that they would 
never be scared to take the first step and try to do the impossible.” 
 
You see a young Christian and all Christians for that matter have four choices of direction to take in life. They can 
either let God’s word guide them, or let their lives be directed by lust. 1 John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world or 
anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the 
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but 
from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” 
 
You can let God’s word direct your steps or let human philosophy direct your steps. Colossians 2:8 “See to it that no 
one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” You can let God’s word direct your steps or let false doctrine direct 
your steps. 1 John 4:1 “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 
 
What’s it going to be Christian? Who is directing your steps today, the world or the Word? Just as Will Smith’s father 
gave him a task to do for a reason, God has given us His word for a reason. And it’s simply this, Psalm 119:105 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” What we all need to do is hide God’s word deep in our 
hearts. Psalm 119:11 “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 
 
When you get to know God and His word you won’t want to sin against Him and it’s through reading His word that 
He gives you the strength to overcome any desire. It’s through His word you find the strength to dismiss any human 
philosophy. It’s through His word you can find the strength to dismiss any false doctrine you come across in life. 
 
That’s why it’s especially important for young Christians to go to the adult Bible studies and take them seriously. 
That’s why it’s important to listen to every sermon ever preached very closely. That’s why it’s important to study the 
Bible for yourself, privately. You need to let God’s word live in you. Because when you read God’s word, you will 
find that God will give you the strength to overcome the evil one. 
 
And that’s John’s 3 point. 1 John 2:14 “I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have 
overcome the evil one.” One of the problems the religious world faces today is the lack of attention Satan gets. Now 
what I mean by that is that Satan is looked on almost like a mythical person who lived a long time ago, but doesn’t 
exist anymore. 
 
Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong sermon on the devil. One said to the other, 
"What do you think about all this Satan stuff?" The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. 
It's probably just your dad." 
 
Every Bible study I have with people, especially when they make the decision to become a Christian, I show them 
from Gods word that they need to be aware of Satan and his ways. The reason I talk to them about Satan is to show 
them that Satan is very real. I try to explain that when they become a Christian they are automatically turning their 
back on Satan and he doesn’t like that. 
 
I try to explain that Satan will be all out to get them back to himself and they need to be aware of that. 1 Peter 5:8 “Be 
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 
Young Christians need to know that when they go on God’s side they become an enemy of the devil. They need to 
know that the devil is just as real as God is and he is busy in this world today. 
 
Have you ever wondered why a lot of people don’t become Christians? We can blame it on their personal desires; we 
can say that they don’t want to give up certain sins in their lives. The reason that many people are not Christians is 
simply because of Satan himself. 2 Corinthians 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
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One of the reasons we have so many non-Christians and so many denominational religions in the world is simply 
because the devil has blinded their minds. Because if they read and truly understood the word of God, they would see 
that that there is only one true church, Christ’ church. 
 
If they read Ephesians 4:4-6 they would see that, “There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called-- one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.” The so-called Christian world today proclaims many hopes, many faiths, and many baptisms. 
 
And so in effect they are sowing what they reap. Galatians 6:7+8 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A 
man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one 
who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” 
 
The only way to be right with God is to read His word and do what He says. If you’re a young Christian, you need to 
get very well acquainted with God’s word. In fact all Christian should get themselves very familiar with God’s word. 
And let me tell you why, Satan knows God’s word better than most of us. 
 
Remember the temptations of Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11? Satan threw scriptures at Jesus to tempt Him. But what Jesus 
did was that He realised that Satan had taken those scriptures out of context and so Jesus threw God’s word as they 
were supposed to be understood straight back at him. But the point is that is how Jesus overcame the evil one, with 
God’s word. When you read the account of Jesus’ temptation, when Satan is quoting God’s word, it sounds really 
convincing, until you go back and read the Old Testament to see what the scriptures really say. His words sounded 
right, his words sounded good, they sounded convincing enough. 
 
When Paul is writing to the church in Colosse, he tells them to be aware of that very fact, he says, in Colossians 2:1-
4, “I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me 
personally. My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding 
arguments.” 
 
Now notice that phrase in verse 4, “I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.” You 
need to be aware of what God’s word says because people will try to convince you with clever sounding arguments. 
And when that happens you have two choices, you can run or take a stand with God’s word as Jesus did. 
 
Now we have all pictured ourselves running away from Satan, but have you ever pictured Satan running away from 
you? Because the Bible says that, that kind of potential exists for all Christians not just the young ones. James 4:7 
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” Now to “resist the devil” means to 
take a stand against the devil. 
 
But how do we do that? Ephesians 6:10-13 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”  
 
We take a stand by submitting to God and drawing near to God and putting on the full armour of God, which Paul 
goes on to tell us about. But I pray that our young Christians will read God’s word so that they can receive the 
strength from God to live with the purity of Joseph. I pray that our young Christians will have God’s word living in 
their lives. I pray that our young Christians may receive the strength to resist the temptations that come their way and 
be spiritually strong in the Lord. 
 
You see it is possible for a young Christian to be spiritually strong. It is possible that a young Christian can live with 
God’s word. It is possible that a Christian can overcome the evil one. It’s possible because God said it was possible. 
And remember Jesus’ words to His disciples in Mark 10:27 "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things 
are possible with God." 
 
Now if you’re not a Christian this morning, how do you know that what I’m saying isn’t a clever sounding argument? 
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How do you know that I’m not twisting God’s word to suit our own needs? Well, the simple answer to that is this; 
you don’t, unless you know God’s word. So what you’re going to have to do is go home and read God’s word for 
yourself. You need to do what the Bereans did in Acts 17:11, and “examine the Scriptures every day to see if what 
preacher said was true.” 
 
And if you need some help in understanding His word, there are many godly men and women among us today who 
would be happy to help you understand His word and show you from His word just exactly what God wants of all of 
us. 
 
Let me encourage you to ask someone today. 
 


