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“The new command, which isn’t all that new.” (7) 

 
I don’t know about you but I love listening to children praying, they are so innocent and so straight to the point 
sometimes. At the dinner table Funmi and I always encourage Joshua to say thanks for the food, but sometimes he 
gets his words mixed up a little. 
 
I was reading a book called, “Out of the mouths of babes”, where there are some children’s prayers and stories. 
Little 3-year-old, Reese was praying the Lord’s Prayer one time and he said, "Our Father, Who does art in heaven, 
Harold is His name. Amen." 
 
A four-year-old girl prayed, "And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets." 
 
A couple invited some people to dinner and at the table, they turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, "Would 
you like to say the blessing?" "I wouldn't know what to say," the girl replied. "Just say what you hear daddy say," her 
mum answered. The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why on earth did we invite all these people to dinner?" 
 
A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments. They were ready to discuss the last one. The teacher 
asked if anyone could tell her what it was. Susie raised her hand, and quoted, "Thou shall not take the covers off the 
neighbour’s wife." 
 
Now we understand what that little girl meant when she tried to say what the last commandment was. But I wonder if 
we know what John is trying to say to us, when he says in 1 John 2:7+8, “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new 
command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 
Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true 
light is already shining.” 
 
Now before we go on and discover what this “new command, which isn’t all that new” is, let’s remind ourselves of 
what John has already taught us, because I believe that this will help us in our understanding of  1 John 2:7+8. 
In 1 John 1:1-4 we found that one of John’s reasons for writing the letter in the 1st place was so that Christians “may 
be full of joy” because of the fellowship they have with the Father and the Son. 
 
He then goes on to tell us that, that fellowship is based upon conditions in 1 John 1:5-10. Where he says that 
“Christians must walk in the light, Christian must confess their sins” to be forgiven. And in 1 John 2:1+2 he tells us 
that Christians must recognize that “Jesus Christ is the saviour of the world” and that He Himself “speaks to the 
Father on our behalf” when we do sin. Then finally in 1 John 2:3-6 John reminds us that if claim to “know God” and 
have “fellowship with God” we must “keep His commandments and walk as Jesus walked.” 
 
And so John after stressing the importance of keeping the commandments of Jesus, if we are to have fellowship with 
Him and the Father, goes on to talk about this “new command, which isn’t all that new”. Now before we get into all 
the applications of the sermon today we first need to find out what this commandment is. 
 
John says in 1 John 2:7 “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had 
since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard.” Well in what way was this commandment 
old? I believe that he is trying to tell his readers that this commandment is not totally new to them but something they 
have heard from the beginning. Something they have heard from the beginning of the gospel. Ever since Jesus Christ 
came on the scene this is the command they have heard, in that sense this command was old. 
 
But John continues in 1 John 2:8 and says, “Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, 
because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.” So again we need to ask ourselves in what way 
is this command new? Well it’s a new command in the sense that it’s ever fresh, even though it’s old in time, it’s 
never stale. John is saying that it is a commandment that is ever true in Jesus, and it is true in His disciples. John is 
saying that it’s both true and new “because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.” In other 
words with the coming of the Messiah who is Jesus, the light has already begun to penetrate the darkness. 
          
Isaiah prophesied this in Isaiah 9:1+2, where he says, “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were 
in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour 
Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--The people walking in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
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And when was that prophecy fulfilled? Matthew 4:12-17 “After Jesus had been tempted by the devil, he heard 
that John the baptiser had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in 
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali-- to fulfil what was said through the prophet 
Isaiah: "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles--the 
people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned." From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 
 
John tells us that’s exactly why Jesus came, he says in John 1:4-9, “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; 
his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world.” He’s talking about Jesus, the very one who said that “He is the light of the world.” And John 
says in John 8:12 that “whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
 
Now you might be thinking well what has all this talk of light got to do with this new command, which isn’t all that 
new? Well it’s really quite simple if you think about it. The command was from the beginning and it was given by the 
light, it was given by Jesus Himself. Jesus said in John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another."  
 
He says the same thing twice to His disciples in John 15:12-17. The new command, which isn’t all that new, is the 
command to “love one another.” It’s new when you compare it with Deuteronomy 6:5, where God said, “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” It’s new when you compare it 
with Leviticus 19:18 where God said, “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” 
 
You see loved ones the word “Love” not only expresses that the commandment is true, but it also states that the 
newness of the commandment to love was actually manifested in Christ. John tells us in 1 John 3:16+17 “This is how 
we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If 
anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 
him?” 
 
You see there’s a lot of confusion among some biblical commentators as to what this old and new commandment is 
but if we let the Bible speak for itself, you will find the best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. John tells us 
what he means in 1 John 3:11 where he says, “This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one 
another.” He stresses the point again in 1 John 4:21, where he says, “And he has given us this command: Whoever 
loves God must also love his brother.” 
 
Now John is stressing the fact that this is no ordinary love. He says in 1 John 2:9-11 “Anyone who claims to be in the 
light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in 
him to make him stumble. But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does 
not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.” 
 
When John uses the word “Love” here he doesn’t use the Greek word “Stroge” which means “the type of love you 
have within a family”. He’s not using the Greek word “Eros” which means a carnal or sexual love. He’s not even 
using the Greek word “Phileo” which is the kind of love “friends have” between them. He’s using the Greek word 
“Agape” which is the kind of love which is “always active, it’s all seeking the best towards others.” That’s the kind of 
love John is asking us to practice towards our brothers. It’s the same love which Jesus commanded us to use in John 
13:34-35. 
 
Now let me ask you are you practicing this type of love? I heard a story about a little boy who told the preacher after 
the church service was over that, "When he grows up, he’s going to give him some money." And the preacher said, 
"Well, thank you, but why?" And the little boy said, "Because my daddy says you're one of the poorest preachers 
we've ever had." Now in a way that’s “Agape” love, it’s always looking for the good in someone, always willing to 
do something to bring out the best in someone. 
 
But as a church do we practice “Agape” love with each other? Or as John asked us earlier in 1 John 2:6, are we 
walking as Jesus did? Are we considering the needs of one another? 



 3
Are we actively working towards meeting those needs? Now I’m just not talking about helping people with 
their financial needs, because sometimes they are easy to meet aren’t they? They don’t take much effort on our part; 
we just take up an offering and give generously to help that need. Now that is great and we should be doing that. But 
I’m talking about the kinds of needs which can’t be helped with money. 
 
What about those people who have spiritual needs to be met? What about those who have husbands and wives who 
are seriously ill? What about those who have some problems and all they want is someone to talk to for a while? 
What about those who are stuck in nursing homes who would love a visit from someone, anyone from time to time? 
 
Because John says if you don’t have that sort of love for each other then you’re still in the darkness. John says in 1 
John 2:9, “When a person claims to walk in the light, but hates his brother, he is still in darkness!” Now there are 
many “Christians” who claim they walk in the light of God’s word. But let me tell you if you hate your brother for 
what ever reason you’re still in the darkness. Despite what you may claim, you have not yet passed from darkness to 
light! 
 
And that word “Hate” is an interesting word too in the Greek text. It’s the Greek word “Miseo” which means to “love 
less”; it’s the idea of persecuting someone. But the point that John is making is very clear. You can’t profess to be 
following Christ’s example if you don’t love your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ with the love that Christ 
showed us when gave Himself up and died for us. If you hate your brother or sister in Christ then your not only still 
in the darkness, your still dead and need to come to life. 
 
John tells us that very fact in 1 John 3:14 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our 
brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.” Not only are you still in the darkness, not only are you still 
dead but you’re blind. Now people can think they have fellowship with God, people can think they are saved, but 
John tells us that the truth of the matter is that they are blind. 
 
1 John 2:11 “But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know 
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.” You cannot love God and hate your brother or sister in 
Christ. We all know that any source of light if it’s bright enough it can blind you. 
 
The sun is a good example, when I was younger I used to see how long I could stare at the sun before I couldn’t see. 
And after a few minutes I couldn’t see a thing except little flashes of light in my eyes and so when I tried to walk 
around I would fall around everywhere. 
 
But what John is telling us here is that the darkness has the same effect on people. People who claim to be Christians 
yet walk in the darkness don’t know where they are going. They fail to realise the absurdity of their claim to know 
and love God. 1 John 4:20 “We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true--even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life.” 
       
It all comes back to 1 John 2:3-6 where John reminds us that, “We know that we have come to know him if we obey 
his commands. The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 
Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” 
 
Loved one you cannot say that you know God if you haven’t obeyed His commands. You cannot say that you love 
God if you haven’t obeyed His word. You cannot say that you’re walking in the light if you have hatred in your heart 
towards your fellow brothers or sisters in Christ. You cannot have it both ways and if you profess to be a Christian 
but you cannot see this Biblical principal then maybe that’s because you’re still blind. 
 
And because John says in 1 John 2:10 “Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to 
make him stumble.” You see loved ones, if a person is living in the light, then they are in full fellowship with the God 
and each other and they enjoy the full cleansing power of Jesus’ blood. 1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
 
So what’s John’s point? It very simple, unless we love one another, fellowship and forgiveness is not possible! When 
a person walks in the light there is no cause for stumbling. You see love makes us able to make progress in our 
spiritual life whereas, hatred makes any progress impossible.  
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Jesus said in John 11:9+10 "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, 
for he sees by this world's light. It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light." A Christian who 
loves as God loves sees clearly where he is walking. A Christian who enjoys fellowship with God makes it possible 
to know where they are going, unlike the one who hates his brother and is in darkness. 
 
In other words when a Christian walks in the light they know exactly what to do when they sin, they know exactly 
what direction they should be headed. As John tells us in 1 John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no 
place in our lives.” 
 
The new command, which isn’t all that new is very important for us to understand because if we’re not keeping it, 
were still in the darkness. And if were in the darkness we’re not walking in the light. And if we’re not walking in the 
light, we don’t have fellowship with God and the blood of Jesus doesn’t clean us from our sins. And ultimately, we 
can never find that “fullness of joy” which John wanted his readers to be aware of in 1 John 1:4. 
 
Loved ones if you’re a Christian this morning then let me encourage you with the words of John himself in 1 John 
4:7+8 to live as you love, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 
 
Do you love your fellow brother and sister in Christ this morning? Then don’t just tell them you love them, show 
them. Do you know someone who is need to prayer? Then don’t just tell them you are praying for them, go to them 
and pray with them. Do you know someone who is seriously sick?  Then again don’t just offer your help, go to them 
and their carers and give them the help they need. Do you know someone who is struggling with the loss of a loved 
one?  Then go and spend some time with them and just listen to what they have to say. 
 
Or as James tells asks us in James 2:14-17 “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 
him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” It’s our Christian duty not only to tell each 
other of our needs, but to meet those needs. It’s our Christian duty not only to love one another but to show it through 
our deeds. 
 
For those of you who are not Christians this morning then let me encourage you to seriously consider what John has 
to say to you in 1 John 4:9+10, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
 
Do you see what John is saying to you? He’s saying that God showed His love for you so much that He sent His one 
and only Son to die on the cross of Calvary for your sins. Do you love God? Then show Him your love for Him by 
turning to Him in repentance. Show Him your love for Him by confessing Jesus Christ as Lord. Show Him by being 
baptised into Jesus’ death. 
 
And when you do these things then you too can truly have that fellowship with God and your sins, like ours will 
continually be cleansed by the precious blood of Jesus, every time you confess those sins to Him. 
  
 
 
 
 
 


