“The corruption false teachers have.” (7)

You can't help but notice that Peter has been speaking heashly and strongly about these false teachefarso
hissecond letterHe informed us about the damage these false teadreend do cause hPeter 2:1-3He
informed us that God sees what they are doing and thiegentainly not go unpunished for it ih Peter 2:4-9And
today in2 Peter 2:10-1Peter is going to inform us of just how corrupt thessefsdachers can be.

Now please remember a false teacher is not someomésvidaching something out of ignorance. A false teasher
not someone who holds a different opinion from yduwese people are very much aware that what they achiibg

is false, they are very much aware that they areguception to gain a following. And so Peter is describing a
specific type of person here, a person who was onag &trristian but has now fallen from grace.

Before we get into our text today let me share with ystoeyabout a government official who was brought before
the court for corruption charges. At the height of Btipal corruption trial, the prosecuting attorney aked a
witness."Isn't it true," he bellowed, "that you accepted fiveusand pounds to compromise this casd® witness
stared out the window, as though he hadn't heard the questie prosecutor again blaréidn't it true that you
accepted five thousand pounds to compromise this cibeAvitness still did not respond. Finally, the judgenid
over and said;Sir, please answer the question." "Oté startled witness sait,thought he was talking to you."

Now | don’t know about you but if | were that judge | wabfihd that very insulting. And insulting those who are in
authority is something that these false teachers ayege®d at doing2 Peter 2:10-12 “Especially those who indulge
their fleshly desires and who despise authority. Branehinsolent, they are not afraid to insult the glorionss,yet
even angels, who are much more powerful, do not brirgnaerous judgment against them before the LBud.
these men, like irrational animals — creatures ofnagtborn to be caught and destroyed — do not understand whc
they are insulting, and consequently in their destru¢tiey will be destroyed.”

Now notice how Peter describes these false teadHersays they indulge in their fleshly desires, he dagxg ére
brazen and insolent. And as a result of their inneracier they behave more or less like irrational arsm@ahd let
me tell you loved ones people who behave like irratianahals have absolutely no respect for authority. Peter
talked about submission to our local authoritie$ eter 2:13-1but here ir2 Peter 2:1(Peter says these false
teachers despise authority. Submission is not in tembulary but what is in their vocabulary is theywaey speak
about the glorious ones.

Now who are the glorious ones that Peter has in mire?Néell if we keep the text in its context, it's clea’s
speaking about angelic beings. In a parallel passage tdubigescribes the very same situatiodurile 8+9 “Yet
these men, as a result of their dreams, defile & flreject authority, and insult the glorious oBeg.even when
Michael the archangel was arguing with the devil and dedpatith him concerning Moses’ body, he did not dare tc
bring a slanderous judgment, but said, “May the Lord reboké'y

In other words Peter is saying that these false teawelwersl speak evil of fallen angels which is something that th

angels who have greater power would never do. Look agaiRater 2:12 “But these men, like irrational animals —
creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroy@dnetunderstand whom they are insulting, and consequen
in their destruction they will be destroyed.”

Once upon a time, a donkey found a lion's skin. He tried, istrutted around, and frightened many animals. Soon
fox came along, and the donkey tried to scare him, tootiubx, hearing the donkey's voice, séiflyou want to
terrify me, you'll have to disguise your voice."

You see loved ones, clothes may disguise a fool, bintwleeds will give them away. And all that comes frdmese
false teacher’s lips is corruption. So not only are g8mgaking evil against fallen angelic beings, Peter saysaie
speaking evil of things that they haven’t got a clue aboug.khown people who have come into our assemblies a
made a condemning judgment statement on a certain parsdgnation.

And not only did they condemn the person or the situatiep went ahead and condemned the leadership too, tot
unaware that the leadership was already dealing withttreisn. And they do all that without knowing the whole
situation. They come in and condemn a one month oldstmnifor smoking, totally oblivious to the fact of wae
that person has come from. Totally oblivious to fact, ttieat very same Christian has in one month stoppedisg
cannabis and getting drunk.
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| was driving along the road the other day when | got stublntlea learner driver and as | was getting frustrated |
saw a sticker on the back of the car which s&§s, too were once a learner driver. Please be patiand | think
we very often forget as Christians what our journey ke in the beginning. And so these false teachers tiay
condemning attitude and despise authority.

They speak evil about things they don’t know the whadeysatbout and in doing so they corrupt themselvede 10
“But these men do not understand the things they slandethay are being destroyed by the very things that, like
irrational animals, they instinctively comprehenArd just as a side note loved onéshe Bible condemns those
who speak evil of fallen angels, what does that salgasfe who speak evil of fallen individuald¥e shouldn’t be in
the business of speaking evil against those who have falay or gone astray with their teaching.

Peter continues i Peter 2:13 “Suffering harm as the wages for their harwdiys. By considering it a pleasure to
carouse in broad daylight, they are stains and blemisitegging in their deceitful pleasures when they feast
together with you.”

Have you ever wondered how a worm gets inside an apla@?you might think the worm burrows in from the
outside. But it doesn’t, scientists have discoveredttieaworm comes from insidBut how does he get in there?
Simple. An insect lays an egg in the apple blossom. Gomdater, the worm hatches in the heart of theggpen
eats his way out.

You see loved ones, sin, like the worm, begins in tlaetl@d works out through a person's thoughts, words, and
actions. And these false teachers are not afraid skspel of others or even show it in their lives. Paigys these
guys revel with great pleasure, they love to carodsee you ever seen those police programmes wherdahmy
the police around at night in certain city centres?

You can't help but notice the mess that some of thesag/people get into, they get drunk. They curse and sweal
and end up talking their clothes off for the cameras laed they usually end up in a fight somewhere. Welbmes
ways that’s what Peter has in mind here. These fatsshers revel in pleasure; it's the idea of going ondtgainting
the town red as we would say.

But this is taking it to the extreme, it's extreme beeabgy don’t hide it; they think its great acting like thiere
during the day. Peter says, like stains and blemishesc#neyse in their deceptions while they feast with ynw
what does Peter mean hei#® means they take advantage of gathering Christians.

We've had some interesting visitors here at Great ®a&r the years, we've had a few men who have coraadn
said,'God has a message for them to deliver to the Chrisharestoday!’And | usually ask them when God told
them they were to speak to us and they would say twasnegjo and so | would usually say well | guess my messz
IS more important because God told me last night.

Now obviously I made that second part up, but there areg@edy come into our worship assemblies expecting
something from us, whether its money or a special gésepiritual honour. But we always need to be careful
because these false teachers are very skilled irtleg deception, and so they will come in and take adgenus.

Listen to how Peter describes how they work and howipted they are2 Peter 2:14 “Their eyes, full of adultery,
never stop sinning; they entice unstable people. Theythained their hearts for greed, these cursed childieetér
says these guys are full of corruption, their eyedat of adultery, their eyes and their heart are@moupt. So these
false teachers come into our assemblies teaching one thtipgdztising another.

What did Jesus say about adultedg8us says iklatthew 5:28 “But | say to you that whoever looks atoanan to
desire her has already committed adultery with hersarneart”.You see loved ones; these people are a danger no
only to themselves but also to other Christians, eskhetli@ young immature Christian or unstable people &srPe
tells us next.

1 Peter 2:14 “Their eyes, full of adultery, never stomisig; they entice unstable people. They have trained the
hearts for greed, these cursed childrdrgter says they can’t help themselves, they can’t stamg, which again
tells us just how corrupt they are. They take advantdgastable people but notice what Peter says about tlair he
here. He says they have trained their hearts for gnesdwhat does that mean?
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She owns a string of hotels. She owns the Empire 8tailding. She is a billionaire. Yet, Beptember 1989 Leona
Mindy Rosenthal Helmslewas convicted of 33 counts of tax evasion, for which pkatstime in prison. According
to Time magazingshe emerged as a penny-pinching tyrant who tried towgttfiapout everybody. No amount of
money was too small to fight over. After the sudden deglter only son at age 40 1982, she sued and won the
lion's share of his estat®]149,000 leaving his four children witfi432each and his widow with2,171

Now this is a woman who knows what she wants andgweiio any length to get it. She has become very slalled
getting money out of people and any situation she caneTht&s® teachers are also very skilled in the art of
deception in order to get what they want. No wonder Retles them cursed children. No wonder Peter says to us
grow Christian but be careful.

Now I've suggested a few times that | believe thatdHalse teachers were once true Christians and ahe of
reasons | believe this is because of what Petermsags? Peter 2:15+16 “By forsaking the right path they have gol
astray, because they followed the way of Balaam s&wosbr, who loved the wages of unrighteousngsisywas
rebuked for his own transgression (a dumb donkey, speakin@witiman voice, restrained the prophet’s madness

Peter says they have forsaken the right path and gtnag.aBhink about it, it is hard to forsake what you neat h
or to go astray if you were never in the right wayhe first place. This is a very sad pictige't it? Most people
when they fall away we never see them again, somedoiti@ the world and some go along to some other religic
group. But this just shows us how far a person canrtath the Lord.

You know | used to wonder how anyone can get to that &hedrruption, especially knowing they were faithful
Christians for many years. But now | don’t have to woradg/more because Peter has just told us. Peter salikgus
the prophet Balaam, they were swayed by the wages gihi@ousness.

It's interesting that Peter mentions the wages of ute@lsness i Peter 2:13n terms of the eternal compensation
one receives for their sins. But herev@ise 15the wages of unrighteousness refers to the momecdangensation
one receives for their sins. In other words thergis@e for everything in this world, the questiorh@v much is

your soul worth?

After Jesus was pleading with Judas not to betray Blasis gave a command to Judas, He saidhn 13:27,

“What you are about to do, do quicklyBY the way it's the only time in the Bible God and $agave a man the
same commandind do you know what John say®thn says idohn 13:30“When | look back on it, what |
remember is how dark it was when he left, the lasgthever remember of Judas is walking out in the darkness”.
Because it's always dark when you sell out Jesus lovesl one

Over the centuries Judas has been so despised thahitveetate to him but we need to remember that the déscip
could. The question they asked when Jesus ‘€aiet of you is going to betray més “Is it 1?7 Could it be me?1
think that’s the question we're supposed to ask becauseklithwe look deep into our hearts, we will admit that
there have been times in our lives when we have made bad decisions for Jesus.

Think about it loved ones, Judas sold out Jesus for 30 piéaks of silver but do you know something I've sold
Jesus out for less than thefaven’t you?There have been times at work when someone staltisygdke and

looking a little weird wasn't important to me. So | #dythere and listened to the joke and | sold out Jesas fo
couple of minutes of thinking | was cool with my workmat®se of your friends says something that is absolutely
blasphemous towards God and part of you wants to jump up asddébd but part of you saysdon’t want my
friends to think I'm a weirdg”so you keep your mouth shitidn’t you just sell out Jesus for a lot less than 30
pieces of silver?

Or maybe you find yourself in bed with somebody you shoule with; in a place you shouldn’t be and for a
couple of hours of physical pleasure you traded Jesus.eyate for an appointment and you know you ought tc
tell the truth,"Well sorry | was irresponsible; | should have beereh® matter what.And so you say,0Oh man, the
traffic was so bad, sorry | just couldn’t get hereioret” And for a few seconds of pride, you told Jesus to leawe tt
room.

| mean loved ones we do it all the time for a los ldg&an 30 pieces of silver. Everyday Satan comes intolje and
he comes into my life and say8Yyould you make a trade for Jesus today? What could | givetgday for Jesus that
would be a good deal?”
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These false teachers sold out Jesus on many levelswaattefnot careful we too can sell out Jesus in ntbhetrsame
way. Now you remember the story of Baladam't you?The story is found itNumbers 22:22-35now we’re not
going to read it but let me give you a quick summary of istetppening.

Balaam is a seer and diviner who has been hired by Batakpf Moab, to curse Israel, because Balak feaeels
growing strength. And in the story we find a talking donkelyich God uses to make Balaam see the danger of
following Balak's order. God turns Balaam's curses intesbigs, and Israel will continue safely on its way,
altogether unaware of either its danger or its rescaeing seen the angel of the Lord with his threatening ¢ytbe
donkey tries three times to keep Balaam from going doanp#th. The tension heightens each time, but Balaam
perseveres. Finally, God opens the animal's mouth, anguiéswith Balaam, but the amazing thing is that it is
Balaam who has misunderstood everything.

Now the point | want us to get from this is that Balaaas rebuked and restrained by a dumb donkey who spoke.
Peter is saying how much more should we pay attention wieethe voice of an inspired apostle who seeks to
rebuke and restrain the madness of false teachers.

Grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ but be carefwis@ian. If you listen to God and do what He says wdl
grow but if you listen to these false teachers, théypnomise much but deliver nothing.Peter 2:17 “These men
are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm, lonwthe utter depths of darkness have been reserved”.

There are people who promise the world to their chiltgrthey never deliver on the promise. There are some
preachers who say come to Jesus and your life willdreyviree. Come to Jesus and you will become rich iterrad
goods. Peter says they are springs without water, tleemigts carried by a storm and their eternal fadevisiting
them.

And so loved ones, it's my hope and prayer that everyerewiill be like the Bereanécts 17:11 “Now the Bereans
were of more noble character than the Thessalor@ang)ey received the message with great eagerness and
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Palilxsss true.”

| want to encourage everyone here to examine everythiagd preached today to see if what I'm preaching is true
Now Peter isn't finished talking about these false teexhet, the next time we’re together he is going tordes
and explain what he means when he says they promisebatideliver nothing.



