“One thing leads to another”! (7)

We’'re in a great study of tH&ook of Actsand we saw last time how the apostles Peter and Jetenemtering the
temple but there was a lame man by@&se Beautifylwho they healed. And what we are going to look at today
stands as a warning to everyone who wants to confegsng & follower of Christ. Or as the Bible say&imimothy
3:12 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly lifeChrist Jesus will be persecuted.”

A young couple was on their way to get married when Hagla tragic accident. The next thing they knew, they
were standing arm-in-arm at the pearly gates. TheyReldr what had happened and then s&i, really want to
spend eternity as man and wife. Is there anyone hereavhmarry us before we go inPéter thought for a minute
and said, This is an unusual request, but if you'll take a seasddlwhat | can work out."

The couple waited for three months before Peter firc@me back with a minister to perform the ceremony.nae
said to Peter\We've had some time to think about this. We know thatiage is difficult even under the limited
term of 'till death us do part.' Since there is no deatieaven, | just want to make sure that if this rmge doesn't
work out, can we get a divorcePeter said;Are you kidding? It took me three months just to find a pnea What
do you think your chances are of finding a lawyeXfd | guess the point of the story is that there wilsbee
people we expect to see in heaven when we get thdes,deeng one of them.

Acts 4:1-3 “The priests and the captain of the temple galaddhe Sadducees came up to Peter and John while th
were speaking to the people. They were greatly disturbsxlibe the apostles were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. Thegds®@eter and John, and because it was evening, they pt
them in jail until the next day.”

You see while Peter and John were still preaching, a boineien fully armed came into the temple area andtade
Peter and JohiNow who were these mei®ell Luke tells us there were priests, the captain @témple and the
Sadducees. Now we know who the priests were, they weceni@ants of the tribe of Levi and they were assigned
God to serve God in the temple.

The Sadducees were proud, secular materialists who deniegistence of a spiritual world, holding that neither
angels nor demons existed, denying any such thing as the ctismrand rejecting the Old Testament scriptures,
except for the parts of them which had political usednand also refusing the traditions of the elders. Aed @
period of time, through wealth and political power, thagl ained control of the religious apparatus which ran the
temple, the office of the high priest being regularbgdi from this group.

But who was the captain of the temple gua¥d@ll he belonged to one of the chief-priestly familieshef Levites

and in the temple he ranked next to the high priest. ker atbrds he was the main man with authority in and arour
the temple area. You see loved as the sermon titée eae thing does lead to another. Luke tells us the apogdre
arrested because they taught the people and preached thectesuby preaching about Jesus.

Now let me ask youyhere are the Pharisees at this tirdé&ll we can’t be certain where they were at this pburt
perhaps they were absent because the apostles weragedehresurrection. You see the Pharisees were the
teachers of the law and they believed in the resurrection valseitee Sadducees didn’t. And what we will see as
we go through th&ook of Actsis that the Pharisees seem to be sympathetic towardhtinch and some of them
even obeyed the gospel.

We see itActs 5where a Pharisee named Gamaliel says to those in the Sanhedirses 38-40. “Therefore, in
the present case | advise you: Leave these men alenhé&hém go! For if their purpose or activity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will @t be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves
fighting against God. His speech persuaded them. They calleaptstles in and had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and legthém

We see it again iActs 15:5 “Then some of the believers who belonged to thg pathe Pharisees stood up and
said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and requiredey tite law of Moses."

The apostle Paul being a great debater argues his defengbevMR®harisees and Sadducee&dts 23:6-%nd
says,‘My brothers, | am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisg&anid on trial because of my hope in the resurrection
the dead.” When he said this, a dispute broke out betweemahnisdes and the Sadducees, and the assembly w
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divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurreandrthat there are neither angels nor spirits, but the
Pharisees acknowledge them all.) There was a great uprmhsome of the teachers of the law who were
Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. "We find nothinggadth this man,” they said. "What if a spirit or
an angel has spoken to him?"

A three-year-old boy put his shoes on by himself. Hish@onoticed that the left shoe was on the right 8ot
said,"Son, your shoes are on the wrong fekte'looked up at her with a raised brow and sdin't kid me,
Mom. They're the only feet I've got"

You see loved ones, we only have one pair of feet and iherdy one faith and it’s the one faith we find within
the Bible. When you go back to the scriptures as your defgos! will leave other religious people arguing amor
themselves. We get into arguments or discussions withl@adout what they believe and sometimes we end uf
arguing about what we believe. The way to end these disagssisimply by going back to the scriptures. Tell
them what the Bible says, and if they read it for themese&nd find they have a problem with what the scripture:
teach then they need to take it up with God Himself. heotvords let the Bible speak for itself.

Now Luke tells us that it was now evening and Peter ahd dpparently having preached for nearly three hours
find themselves in jail until the next day. Now | justnw#o raise an important point heRemember when Jesus
was on trial, what time of day was it?

In Matthew 26:47fftells us that it would have been around midnight whenslevas arrested, and He was hurriec
to the house ofaiaphasthe high priest, where in expectation of the capturengany of chief priests, scribes
and elders members of the Sanhedrin were already assembled.

Now the trial of Jesus was illegal because they wappased to wait until the next day for trial. But | guessoif
have a hidden agenda and you don’t want to be remindedttonds right, you will always find away around it.
You see the apostles had to wait until the next dayatedstrial which was the right procedure. Now the point I'm
trying to make here is simple. You cannot and must not ahdpchange scripture to suit your own personal
agendas. The religious leaders had one rule for daglanother rule for the apostles, which is a pradhae t
mustn’t be allowed to govern the Lord’s church.

Let me give you a couple of examples. If a person hasait teechurch for many months, you cannot write a lett
to them telling them they are dis-fellowshipped, whemndlae other members of the same congregation who
haven’t been seen in church for many months.

You cannot rebuke a person for gossiping when you know theratlaers who are gossiping. You can’t have one
set of rules for a certain group of Christians and aradbt of rules for another group of Christians. The chasch

a whole needs to be consistent and that consistencynd fwithin the bases of ScriptufeTimothy 5:21 I

charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and thieaglgels, to keep these instructions without partiality,
and to do nothing out of favoritism”.

Now as | have already said, the apostles healed the lameh®an preached the resurrection of Christ, then they
were arrested. You see one thing really does lead toean&écause despite their arrest, God caused thehimgac
of the gospel to bring forth fruit, as Luke reports the benof men who believed came to about 5,00€s 4:4
“But many who heard the message believed, and the number afrenenio about five thousand.”

There’s a famous saying which saysjery dog has its dayWell for Peter and John their day was about to begi
Acts 4:5-7 “The next day the rulers, elders and teachdiseeddw met in Jerusalem. Annas the high priest was
there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the aghasfrthe high priest's family. They had Peter and
John brought before them and began to question them: "By wivat po what name did you do this?"

Now | don’t know if you have ever been to court but it is g/wetimidating place, with a judge, defense and
prosecution layers, witnesses. But if your crime is egsrone you would have to attend a high court, which is ¢
even more intimidating place, with a judge, defensepodecution layers, armed police, withesses and the jury

You see when Peter and John were brought before thehJ8amhedrin. This was not a normal court room, this
was the high court consisting of 70 members, plus theprigit, that oversaw matters concerned with the templ
and its worship. It was, in fact, the chief politicalderamong the Jews.
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Now the reason | tried to explain who was in attendanbedause the incident in the temple where they healed
lame man was taken very seriously. And notice this &gy, never questioned whether or not the miracle took
place. They were more concerned about under whose #dutheovas performed.

And | wonder if at this point Peter remembers the Lovwtisds inMathew 10where Jesus said werses 17-20,

"Be on your guard against men; they will hand you overeéddbal councils and flog you in their synagogues. O
my account you will be brought before governors and kinggitaesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or teegay it. At that time you will be given what to say; it

will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father Epepthrough you.”

Luke tells us that, that very thing happened naxts 4:8-11 “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spiritjé#éo them:
"Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being catlemtccount today for an act of kindness shown topplei
and are asked how he was healed, then know this, youlahd pkople of Israel: It is by the name of JesussChr
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised frbendead, that this man stands before you healed. H
is ""the stone you builders rejected, which has becomeaghstone."

Have you ever had a conversation with someone which seegnsaio and on? And maybe thirty minutes later
you're still waiting for them to get to the poirii®ell Peter wasn't like that, Peter was an in your fa@agpiner who
just got straight to the point. You see Peter fillethvod’s Spirit tells them it was through Jesus, ity person
they had rejected and crucified. It was through Jesus’ Nhateéhe man was made well, and Peter wanted the
council and all of Israel to know that profound truth.

In fact to reinforce that truth upon these leaders heeguobmPsalm 118:22He wanted to show the Sanhedrin,
that they as the religious builders, had rejected the stene which was chosen by God to be the head of the
corner. When these leaders were questioning Jesus alsoatitHority, He said to them Matthew 21:42 "Have
you never read in the Scriptures: ""The stone the buildgrsteel has become the capstone; the Lord has done t
and it is marvelous in our eyes'?”

Peter when he’s trying to encourage some Christians to greayginl Peter 2:4-6 “As you come to him, the
living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God and precioumtoybu also, like living stones, are being built
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offerigtsial sacrifices acceptable to God through JesussChri
For in Scripture it says: "See, | lay a stone in Zemehosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts i
him will never be put to shame."”

There was Christian man who had heart surgery a numbeaod ygo and he received letters and gifts from all
across the country. And he said that no other gifts t&fdielsim so than the one he revivedmacember 31sit
came with a Bible, and inside the Bible there was asagsand it saidDear Thomas, | am so glad to hear that
every thing went well with your surgery, | want you to kndwattGod was watching over you every minute and
even though | know you questioned that, | also know thatdageat will be revealed to you and my prayer is that
you remain open and God will touch your life as he has mi@nte | was a disbeliever, when | could not fill my
life with sports, | would simply substitute sex, liquidids or material things to feed my internal shell like
appearance, | was never satisfied." “But | finally realiaéter 4 years that Jesus Christ was in me, He exbal

his truth to you Thomas because he lives."”

And you see loved ones that’'s what Peter’s point was wherichengects 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given to men by wigichust be savedHell is not afraid of my name,
hell is not afraid of your name but all of hell is telyiafraid of Jesus Name. Because it's only in JesuseN@an a
person receive spiritual healing, or salvation. You setstharuth that everyone on this planet has to accept or
deny. And its only in speaking the truth in love will you sileryour worst enemies.

Acts 4:13-15 “When they saw the courage of Peter and Johreahzked that they were unschooled, ordinary me
they were astonished and they took note that these men &advith Jesus. But since they could see the man wi
had been healed standing there with them, there was noblepgauld say. So they ordered them to withdraw
from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together”.

Now here are a couple of apostles, not trained orsediboled by any rabbis or scribes, except the greatestde
of all who was Jesus. Yet they dared to interpret smepivith great boldness. And because of that boldness in
their interpretation of Scripture the council noted they baen with Jesus.



4

And notice also that you cannot deny the facts. The ¢bcmald not deny the miracle because the formerly lame
man stood before them healed! And so in a state of paniotider the apostles outside while they conferred.
What are they going to do? Are they going to kill the healad and deny the whole thing®» they couldn’t kill
him and deny the miracle because reports of the heakng wide spread.

Acts 4:16 "What are we going to do with these men?" theydaskaerybody living in Jerusalem knows they hav
done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot denYdu see they couldn’t disprove Peter's arguments for the
resurrection of Jesus, but they needed to stop the preawhiegus before more of the people turned to follow
him. So Luke tells us they ended up doing the only thing theldap, threaten them.

Acts 4:17+18 “But to stop this thing from spreading any furdmaong the people, we must warn these men to
speak no longer to anyone in this name." Then they ctdézd in again and commanded them not to speak or
teach at all in the name of JesuArid loved ones here a big lesson for the church today. Wematiand cannot
compromise the truth of the Scriptures for anything or aayo

| read the bookHistorical survey of the churches of Christ in the Bhtlsles’written by brothedoe Nesbiand
Frank Worgarand others. | strongly suggest that if you get the chmoead that book then go for it. Because
within its pages you read about the amazing strugglesnity over the New Testament church and every time y
think the saints of old have settled into New Testamentipescand doctrine something happens. They want to
like the nations around them, they compromise with the mi@rational practices.

You see loved ones, when we speak in Jesus Name; we'rergpeatti the authority of Christ Himself. And wher
people tell us to stop preaching from God’s word becawesefind it offensive, the church needs to stand up anc
say what those apostles saiddicis 4:19+20,' Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sighibey you
rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about whhaveeseen and heard@.alk about a kangaroo court left
speechless.

Have you ever had an argument with someone who alwaysgadb have the last word? You know | remember
used to argue with my wife a lot before we became Canstand as she was walking out of the room she woulc
always have to say something to get the last word inalysii was threat of getting up and leaving me which
unfortunately she did one time

But these religious leaders ended up doing that very thing, Ligeisa\cts 4:21+22 “After further threats they let
them go. They could not decide how to punish them, becallithe people were praising God for what had
happened. For the man who was miraculously healed veaidarty years old.Just like these religious leaders did
in Jesus’ day, they continued to do with the apostles.

When Jesus was around they were always looking for arsexouake Him and find some fault with Him. On on
of these occasions Jesus was sharing with the pgapfearable of the vineyard ownhe religious leaders knew
He was talking about them but they couldn’t do anything seéhey were afraid of the peopléark 12:12 “Then
they looked for a way to arrest him because they KmeWwad spoken the parable against them. But they were afre
of the crowd; so they left him and went away.”

You see Peter and John made it clear to them thatatfiee8Srin had no authority to revoke a command from Go«
They told them that they felt compelled, by the powethefthings they had witnessed, to proclaim to everyone 1
good news concerning Jesus the Christ. And so because théemiesscsuch common knowledge and had cause
so many people to glorify God, the council had no othlermdtive but to let the apostles go without any further
punishment. They simply added a few more threats antdet go rather than risk the people taking the apostles
side. After all, here was a man who had been lantg y@ars but was now walking.

Now if that were you and | we would probably be glad weogtof their with our lives. And | suspect that we may
even just chill for a while until things settle down adbund usBut not with Peter and John, instead of lying low
waiting for the issue to settle, they kept the momentuimggé.cts 4:23 “On their release, Peter and John went ba
to their own people and reported all that the chief @iast elders had said to them.”

Now you and | would probably being sayitwgow, you were lucky to get out alive or you're lucky yodmit get a
prison sentence’But loved ones as | have already said, one thing readly tbad onto another. The entire group
lifted up their voices in praise to the Almighty Creator
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Acts 4:24-28 “When they heard this, they raised their vomgsther in prayer to God.”Sovereign Lord," they sair
"you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and evergtthiegn. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the
mouth of your servant, our father David: ""Why do th&ares rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of th
earth take their stand and the rulers gather togetharsadbhe Lord and against his Anointed One.' Indeed Heroc
and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles hageople of Israel in this city to conspire againsirywly
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your pameewill had decided beforehand should happen.”

They just praised God for His providential working in thatteof Jesus. Instead of going into hiding, they
recognised that God was with them and no one and g was going to stop them doing what God wanted them 1
do.

Now let me ask yowhat’s the first thing you do when God delivers you frotria or situation? Do you come away
feeling lucky and hope that you don’t have to face thaltagain or do you come away thanking God for being witl
you through that trial? Do you thank Him and ask Him t@ giwu the strength and courage to get through the nex
one?

You see not only did the apostles praise God for what hagdpémey go on to ask God to help them do what He
wants them to doActs 4:29+30 “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable gervants to speak your word
with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perforaculous signs and wonders through the name ¢
your holy servant Jesus.”

They asked God to give them all the strength to preactruth in spite of the threats of the SanhedrinyMented
everyone to know that all authority belongs to JesusstCdund no one elsélatthew 28:18Jesus saySAll authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to Ke.didn’t say some authority btall authority” and loved onesll
meansall. And when you recognize and submit to His authority, ydubeigiven what you need most of all in that
moment. You will be given the strength and courage torgo

Acts 4:31 “After they prayed, the place where they weretimgevas shaken. And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldl§Very time in theBook of Actswhen God’s people are persecutec
or put on trial, you will always see them coming throtiybse times even bolder than they first went in.

And the question | want to leave you with this mornindnis,tvhen persecution comes what is it going to lead y«
to? Is it going to lead to you compromising with the wdaddavoid criticism? It is going to leave you without any
fight left in you? Or is it going to leave you thanking GodHbs presence and just ask that He make you a
stronger and more courageous Christian because you evplgatse Him and not men?



