
 1
“Fruit of the Spirit or religious nuts!” (7) 

 
We have come to the end of our sermon series on ‘Talents’ and I hope that each of you has recognised a talent which 
you possess and want to start developing them for the use of God’s glory. I hope that each of you have been 
encouraged to use any of the talents we have looked at over the past few weeks for God’s glory. And my prayer is 
that you will continue to use your God given talent for God’s glory. 
 
I was greatly encouraged when we had our congregational meeting this year to see a few of you volunteering to take 
on a new role within the church. And I know it’s not easy volunteering for something your not sure about but I also 
believe that God will assist you with whatever it is your now involved in. And God bless each of you for choosing to 
help the church because the church needs your help. And if your not involved in anything within the church, let me 
encourage you do that today. 
 
I want to look at two other talents this morning before we finish this series off completely. We’re going to look at the 
talent of submission and the talent of working with our responsibilities. 
 
I heard a story about a husband and wife and their twelve children who visited the zoo one time and when they 
arrived they found the admission fee was only one pound per family. And so the father guided his twelve kids 
through a gate and handed the ticket collector a pound coin. The guy at the gate asked the man, "Are all these kids 
yours?" And so in a proud voice the father replied, "Sure are." The guy at the gate said, "Then here's your pound 
back. It's worth more for the animals to see your family than for your family to see the animals." 
 
And I guess the point is that involved in every relationship in life there are both benefits and responsibilities. For 
example living in an earthly family means that we can enjoy certain benefits of care, love and protection. But along 
with those benefits involves responsibilities of care and love too. And when you think about relationships, every 
worthwhile relationship is a unique blend of benefits and responsibilities. And we know that being a member of the 
Lord’s church has its blessings and benefits too but with those benefits comes some responsibilities. 
 
You see just as we were once born into a family by our physical birth, we as Christians have been born again into a 
spiritual family. God in Heaven is the Christian’s Father! Christ Himself is the Christian’s elder brother! And 
Christians are surrounded by brothers and sisters in Christ. And so these are the Christian’s spiritual family.   
 
But God in His wisdom knew that it would be difficult for Christians to stand alone. So what did He do? He provided 
Christians with a family to love, a family care for and a family to protect them as they begin their new life in Christ. 
Now we need to remember that it is God who adds people to His church not man. All the sermons, all the good works 
or all the tea and coffee I ever serve will never make someone become a Christian. 
 
This may help them make up their mind to think about Christianity but Acts 2:47 teaches us quite clearly that it is 
“God who adds people to His church.” But not only does He add us to His church, He places us in a local 
congregation to help us, guide us and support us in our Christian lives. God would no sooner see a baby abandoned 
on its own, than see a Christian cast adrift without the help of a local congregation. 
 
Think about the apostle Paul for example. Even in all of his labours as the great apostle to the Gentiles, he can be 
seen to be associated with a local congregation in all of his preaching efforts. Acts 9:26-30 “ When he came to 
Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 
But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and 
that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul 
stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. He talked and 
debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the brothers learned of this, they took him down to 
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.” 
 
In the passage we’ve just read we find Barnabas making sure that the apostle who had once been a persecutor of the 
church found acceptance as part of the church. In Acts 11 we find that Paul is brought in to play a part in the 
successful work of the church there in Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and regularly taught a 
large company of people. In Acts 13 Paul is commissioned and sent by the church in Antioch as he went out on his 
first missionary journey.   
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In Acts 14 we find that Paul on completion of his first missionary journey gathers the church together and makes a 
report of his work on their behalf of preaching the gospel to the Gentile world. In Acts 15 we find Paul and Barnabas 
returning to their preaching ministry in Antioch. In Acts 18 at the conclusion of his second missionary journey, he 
again returns to Antioch to report to the church further. Paul later is to be associated with the church in Ephesus, for 
having established it; he worked with that congregation for a period of 2 years and 3 months.  
 
Now you may well ask, well, what’s the point? The point is that God wants us not just to be part of the church 
universal, but He wants us just like Paul to be a “member” of a local congregation. Now why does God do that? Why 
does He want us to “place membership” with a local congregation? 
 
Well, a Christian’s purpose for being placed in a local congregation is that they might benefit from the wisdom and 
leadership of other more mature Christians. Hebrews 13:7 “Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to 
you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.” Again in Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders 
and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their 
work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 
 
The Hebrew writer is telling us that spiritual leaders in a congregation are to be honoured by Christians. They are 
given to Christians by God for their benefit. But at the same time those very same spiritual leaders have a sacred duty 
to watch over all the other Christians souls within that congregation, caring for them, as shepherds caring for the 
flock. 
 
Now I understand that we don’t have any elders here at Summer Lane but I believe that one day we will, if it is God’s 
will. But until that day it is the responsibility of every mature male Christian in this congregation to guide and care 
for all other members of the church. But God calls us all to humility and commitment to Christ. And this is not just 
for the spiritual leaders but for all the other members too. It’s talent to be submissive to your church and its leaders. 
 
A young man found a new doctor for his 90-year-old mother, whose family physician had died. And so after the 
examination the doctor called them into his office, and ignoring the young man’s mother, proceeded to give him the 
results. His mother interrupted and said, "Doctor, do you do crossword puzzles?" "Yes, I do," he replied. She then 
asked the doctor, "Do you do them with pencil or a pen?" The doctor said, "Why, with a pencil!" The young man’s 
mother said, "Well, I do mine with a pen, so you can talk to me." 
 
The point is that, you don’t have to talk to someone else about being a member of a local congregation; you can talk 
to God about it. Have you ever wondered why someone asked you to “place membership” with the church here at 
Summer Lane? When we use the expression "Placing membership", it is one of those vague expressions that isn't 
very useful, unless it's filled out with biblical understanding. 
  
When we ask people to “place membership”, it means that we are asking them to commit to a specific congregation 
of people to contribute their giftedness. God wants us to be a part of a local congregation so that we can contribute to 
that congregation's needs and effectiveness as a witness to Christ's redeeming life, death, resurrection and exaltation 
and coming again. 
 
That’s the point Paul is trying to make in 1 Corinthians 12. You see no Christian is gifted by God to spend their gifts 
in isolation. 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now 
to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” Paul says that the gifts are given so that 
"everyone will profit".  
 
Another reason why we “place membership” with a local congregation of God's people is to show that we are willing 
to come under congregational discipline. Congregations help each part of the body to maintain their place and 
function within the universal body of Christ. This kind of truth is assumed everywhere in the New Testament.  
 
In Matthew 18:15-17 when Jesus is speaking about forgiveness, He says, "If your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will 
not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” 
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How can you bring a person before the church, if they aren’t members of the church locally? In 1 Corinthians 5:11-13 
Paul says, “But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is 
sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 
What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge 
those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." 
 
How could the church in Corinth expel the wicked man if He wasn’t a part of that congregation? Church government 
letters in Timothy and Titus take it all for granted. That’s why we ask new Christians if they want to “place 
membership” here at Summer Lane. That’s why if a Christian from another congregation intends to stay at Summer 
Lane for a while, they usually ask us, if they can “place membership” with us while they are here worshipping with 
us. They are asking to come under the guidance and discipline of the church leadership here at Summer Lane. 
 
Now please don’t misunderstand me here. I’m not saying that people who haven’t placed membership with a local 
congregation are not a part of the Lord’s church. They are Christians and they are a part of the Lord’s church 
universally. They are Christians but if something happens where they need to be rebuked or disciplined, the church 
can’t do that. 
 
The church can’t discipline them because they haven’t submitted to the local congregation’s leadership. The church 
can’t do anything because they haven’t placed themselves under the discipline of the entire congregation as a 
corporate whole. It’s not only a talent to submit to Christ with your life, it’s a talent to be willing to be led by your 
church and its leaders. 
 
And that brings me to the final talent I want us to take a look at this morning. Having been placed in this spiritual 
family with other brothers and sisters, we need to remember that we have some responsibilities to uphold. But just 
what are those responsibilities? 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some 
to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him 
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 
part does its work.” 
 
Now notice how Paul describes the church here. He says the church is like the physical body where each part of the 
body has a relationship to all other parts. And so just as the physical body grows to maturity so also does the spiritual 
body, the church. We are to grow up spiritually!   
 
When someone is baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of their sins, that’s not the end, that’s just the beginning. 
Christians are to grow up from being spiritual babies into mature womanhood or manhood in Christ. Now remember 
what Paul said, he said that the spiritual growth of each member is said to have a beneficial effect on all others. In 
other words when each part of the body is working properly then growth throughout the body occurs.   
 
And it’s here we find our first responsibility. It is the responsibility of every member to build up every other member. 
You see the church is a mutual help society! Christians find their help in the church and Christians give their help in 
the church. Acts 10:37+38 “You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached--how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around 
doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.” 
 
We all know that Jesus went about doing good and so it should be of no surprise that His followers should do the 
same, even when we get tired of doing good. Paul reminds us in Galatians 6:10 “Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 
  
Paul says that Christians are to do good to all people, but especially to those who are of the family of believers, 
especially to the church. It’s our responsibility to help each other out. I’ve got a responsibility to help you and you’ve 
got a responsibility to help me. 
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Paul reminds us of another responsibility we have in 1 Corinthians 1:10, “I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you 
may be perfectly united in mind and thought.” 
 
Christians are commanded to maintain the unity of the Body of Christ. But why? Why have we to be at peace with 
one another? Well, Christians are to be peaceable and at peace with one another so that the work of the church can be 
done properly. Fighting in the church only hinders the work of the church. Paul says there are to be no divisions in 
the church. 
 
That’s why Paul called upon all the members of the church in Philippi to help two women who were fighting all the 
time. He says in Philippians 4:2+3 “I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the 
Lord. Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the 
gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.” We’ve all got a 
responsibility, not only to help each other but to keep the peace with each other. 
 
When Paul is talking about the full armour of God in Ephesians 6, he says in verse 16 “In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” Let me tell you loved ones 
all the arrows on the outside world which Satan throws at us don’t hurt the church as much as the arrows that are 
thrown inside the church. 
 
Another responsibility is found in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; 
and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into 
one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it 
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God 
has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" 
And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. And the parts 
that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But 
God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there 
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.” 
 
Have you ever been hammering a nail into a piece of wood and you miss the nail and hit your thumb? Man the pain 
just shoots through the rest of your body doesn’t it? But what’s your first reaction when that happens? The first thing 
that happens is that you take your other hand and hold that thumb, until the throbbing stops and the pain goes. That’s 
what Paul says should be happening in the church spiritually. 
 
Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” Paul says us if one member of 
the church suffers, then all the other members of the church suffer too. And Paul also reminds us that each member is 
to realise that the functions of other parts of the body are not to be regarded as unimportant or demeaned. In fact Paul 
says it quite the opposite, didn’t he? 1 Corinthians 12:23 “The parts that we think are less honourable we treat with 
special honour.” This is the talent of exercising spiritual care and is the kind of thing that should be done in all-sound 
family life.   
 
And finally, the last responsibility we're going to look at is the responsibility of bearing fruit. John 15:1-11 “I am the 
true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and 
I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that 
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
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commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete.” 
 
Jesus uses the figure of the vine and branches and tells us that it is our responsibility as the branches to bear fruit for 
the vine. But and here’s a stern warning for us all, if a branch doesn’t bear fruit, then all its doing is drawing strength 
from the plant. And so because it’s not doing anything, it doesn’t produce what it was intended to produce, which is 
fruit.   
 
Romans 7:4 “So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, 
to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.” You see not only are we to build each 
other up for works of service but were supposed to bear fruit. And so I guess I fair question would be, well, what kind 
of fruit is this?   
 
Galatians 5:22-24 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” It is nothing less than a transformed life. As God is allowed to 
work within our lives, He produces a fundamental spiritual change. And so in turn this change encourages other 
Christians in the local congregation and in the universal church as a whole. 
 
There is a species of animal called a ‘Flying fox’ . Now they aren’t the kind fox that get hunted here in Britain but 
they are actually a species of bat which live in tropical countries. Now the interesting thing about the ‘Flying Fox’ is 
that they don’t rely on sound like other nocturnal bats to find their food, they rely on their sight. And so they can see 
the fruit which they are attracted too and so go ahead eat it until their hearts are content because they just can’t resist 
the fruit. 
 
You see, the fruit of the Spirit changes lives and so in turn what that does is, attract the world to the power of the 
gospel. As Christians we are joined to Christ, and it’s our responsibility to bear fruit for Him. The eyes of the world 
should see this fruit in our lives and in our homes, so that they too will be attracted to it. And when people get a taste 
of the gospel, they will come back for more. 
 
But we need to remember that when the world looks at us, the world needs to see spiritual fruit not religious nuts. We 
have seen today all too clearly our responsibility to grow and to help others to grow. We have seen why we need to 
change and why we need to encourage others to change. We have also seen the need to follow our spiritual leaders 
and to lead others to greater faith.    
 
I hope and pray that you have found something within the sermons I have presented to you all over the past few 
weeks concerning talents. Let me encourage you to find your talent and use it. Let me encourage you to use and 
develop it for the glory of God. 
 
 
 
 


