“The open-door church.” (6)

An airline captain was breaking in a new stewardessrdute they were flying had a stopover in another city. Upc
their arrival, the captain showed the stewardess tteplgce for airline personnel to eat, shop and stay @fgrni
The next morning, as the pilot was preparing the crewhfo day’s route, he noticed the new stewardess wssngi
He knew which room she was in at the hotel and calledin@ondering what happened. She answered the phone
crying, and said she couldn’t get out of her rodfou can't get out of your roomhe captain asked/Vhy not?’

The stewardess repliedhere are only three doors in herstie sobbedpne is the bathroom, one is the closet, and
one has a sign on it that says, ‘Do Not Disturb!’

You see there are times when God opens the door to sosbeanet for us to share the message of Jesus with the
but all too often all we see is a sign that says,not disturb! As we go through this letter written by Jesus to the
church in Philadelphia, we will see that the church @ssed by Jesus, not for its numerical strength, butgor
faithfulness even though it’'s weak.

Revelation 3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelplrige.” Now as we know the word?hiladelphia’is the
Greek word forone who loves his brotherThe city was named fokttalus I, whose love for his brothé&umenes
earned him the nani¢hiladelphosThe city itself was situated at the border of Misidia and Phrygia but not a
garrison city.

It was located on thEogamus Riveabout 105 miles from Smyrna and it was founded with thbefalte intention

of being a missionary city of Greek culture and languageytiialand Phrygia and had a successful missionary.spi
Its rich and fertile volcanic soil made it a grape grovand wine making centre and it was subject to frequent
earthquakes and daily tremors.

It was a city with many names for gratitude, for exanmplew Caesareavhich meanscity of Caesar. They named

it ‘New Caesareaout of gratitude foifiberiuswho restored the city after the earthquaké©fAD. And another
example isVespasian Philadelphiaor ‘Flavia Philadelphia’ The people understood what it meant to receive a ne
name, as it was in relation to the emperor who waming at the time. And so Philadelphia became and remainec
wealthy city and an important trade centre as the abasies declined.

And it grew in a spirit of persistence against overwhe¢nodds and it had many magnificent temples and other
public buildings. Now again like we’'ve seen with mosthefde letters, we have no record of how the church was
established or by whom. Of the seven letters to thensgwarches found here in Revelation only two didn’t nexei
any sort of correction or rebuke.

One was the church in Smyrna, which we looked at arMeeks ago and the other is this church, the church in
Philadelphia. While the letter to the church in Smyrradballenge for them to remain faithful unto deatts, letiter

is filled with compliments and praise. The other figtdrs all contained words of complaint and correctoon this
church receives nothing but praise from the Lord. And agamirough this letter we become quickly aware that tr
is a church that the Lord is using for His glory.

Revelation 3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelplrige: These are the words of him who is holy and true,
who holds the key of David. What he opens no one caty ahd what he shuts no one can op&hére is no doubt
that Jesus has His Jewish enemies on His mind when ités whis letter as He sayse is holy and He is true’

You see the Jews claimed themselves to be a holynnéhiey were set apart for holy service to God. But@agmow
from reading through the Bible, we can clearly seetti@tlaim had only an appearance but no substance. Bigt Je
was the sanctified One and His claim had substaihelerews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is uriable
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one whaekasdmpted in every way, just as we are—yet he did n
sin.”

The word'true’ here inRevelation 3:imeans,genuine, the substantial realitybometimes the Bible uses the
illustration of a shadow and it is always associated the Jewish religiorColossians 2:16+17 “Therefore do not le
anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regardrédigious festival, a New Moon celebration or a
Sabbath dayThese are a shadow of the things that were to comee#iity, however, is found in Christ.”

And so Jesus truly is the Holy One in every sensbeoWord and He is also the real deal.
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Now notice what Jesus is holding, Hehislding the key of David.And what are keys used fo©@pening and
closing things. That's why He saysyhat he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts ncaoreen.’You see to
most people this is no big deal but to the Jew this walsukee Because this is about holding the key of power anc
authority and Jesus sayse has this power and authority’

But what authority is He talking abo®ell some people like to believe He’s referring to thihauity over the
treasury, which | will explain in a moment. But thelarity here under consideration is a whole lot more thary
treasurer. Our Scripture reading wasiah 22:15-2%and we saw iwverse 13hat Shebna was treasurer gaernor.

And when we read on we saw that his authority was taken from him and God says in

Isaiah 22:20-22 “In that day | will summon my servantakin son of Hilkiah. | will clothe him with your rokend
fasten your sash around him and hand your authority ovemta+He will be a father to those who live in Jerusalem
and to the people of Juddhwill place on his shoulder the key to the house of Bawihat he opens no one can shut
and what he shuts no one can open”.

Is there any doubt in your mind tHaevelation 3:7alludes talsaiah 22:22 Look atlsaiah 9:6+7 “For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and the government will beiahoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsgllo
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.n@fgreatness of his government and peace there will bacho
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdostablishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORIDighty will accomplish this.”

You see Eliakim was to be put over theuse of David.’And inIsaiah 36:3ve read of the removed Shebna as beir
a scribe and Eliakim as beingver the householdHe basically represented the city against the invadar.sée the
key was the symbol of power and authority and not only desss have the key, He has the power of using the ke
Matthew 28:18+19 “All authority in heaven and on earth lenlgiven to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatheétiote Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Revelation 1:18 “I am the Living One; | was dead, and nak,lbam alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys c
death and Hadeslh other words Jesus holds the key to life and death and §ews couldn’t or wouldn’t accept
that. Or to put the point across more simply, Jesa$aiming to be the promised Messiah also claims the afin-
clusion and exclusion. He had let the Philadelphiandenhad opened the door and not all the Jews under heavel
could close it.

No matter how hard they tried, all their slandering ockery made no difference. The open door is the door to
blessing but notice that Jesus is also a shutter of d®@ensember what Jesus said to Thomakhm 12 John 14:6
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one cotodke Father except through me.”

To enter the presence of God meant going through Jesug\vaaddnes there is no other way. There can be no
entrance into the presence and blessing of God excepgthdesus. And so despite all their slandering, the door t
blessing was closed against the Jews. Despite all thesraf; ‘'we're decedents of AbrahanmDespite all their ritual
keeping, despite all their claims to history, their land gheir prophets, the door was firmly shut.

Jesus says to the Jewd. imke 11:52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you h&ea taway the key to
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hirttiesee who were entering®hd so the door of
blessings was shut by the One who has the key of the bbDsevid.

And so Jesus carries on and sayRdvelation 3:8 I know your deeds. See, | have placed égfou an open door
that no one can shut. | know that you have littlengjtie, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my ham:
Time and time again we have seen that Jesus knows l@ngryRroverbs 15:3 “The eyes of the LORD are
everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.”

And so Jesus sees and knows everything which is happeningwottds And He says'See, | have placed before
you an open door that no one can shihé open door here is a door of service and notice tagthidiven’t provided
it but God has.

The idea is that of access or ability to enter the kingdb@od eternal or to take advantage of opportunities. The
opportunity is provided by the Lord but we as Christians nak& advantage of it.
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Paul says the same thingGlossians 4:2+3 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watahflithankful And pray
for us, too, that God may open a door for our messaghaswe may proclaim the mystery of Chrishre you
looking church? Can we see when God opens up a door of opippfor us?You know we can come up with a
hundred different ways to share the Gospel with peaglé fve can’t recognise an open door, we've wasted our
God given opportunity. That's why Paul tells us to be prayarid watchful.

In 1269 Kublai Kharsent a request from Peking to Rome‘#ohundred wise men of the Christian religion...And so
shall be baptized, and when | shall be baptized all mynbamnd great men will be baptized, and their subjects
baptized, and so there will be more Christian here tihere are in your partsThe Mongols were then wavering in
the choice of a religion. It might have been, ablduforecast, the greatest mass religious movenhenivorld has
ever seen. The history of all Asia would have been clthrigjg what actually happene&@pe Gregory Xanswered
by sending two Dominican friars. They got as faAasenig could endure no longer and returned home. So pass
the greatest missionary opportunity in the history ofctingrch.

You see an open door could be a large opportunity to shaéoeel with hundreds of people or even a nation. Bl
an open door can also come in the form of a simplewitia a workmate or a friend. Or by chatting with some on
the bus or in a queue in a shop. God can open a door bydetpers out in times in trouble, or by providing food
for those who really need it.

But are our eyes open church? Can we see that door otapippwhich God opens for ugecause according to
our text, when God opens a door no one can shut it.fidess that no external power, no resources, and no
excessive wealth, no military forces, or even heavballies can shut what Jesus opens.

And so Jesus has the power and authority and He s#ys ¢hurch in Philadelphid, know that you have little
strength.”In other words they were weak in influence and had no gallsway. Many scholars believe that this wa:
speaking about the size of this church, a small churdhlimited resources and few workers. But what they
probably saw as weakness, the Lord saw as strergthans 8:31+32 “If God is for us, who can be againstas?
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us aliv-hidl he not also, along with him, graciously give us
all things?”

And loved ones, just because we are small numeriwaitly, limited resources and few workers that is not asvay
bad thing. The Lord can see that as our strength. Anlgesoard saw there little strength but says, | am gaing t
bless you with open doors becatigeu have kept my word and have not denied my name.”

Now remember this part of the country was prone to earkleguand so they are going to have opportunities to do
mission work not only in their own area but to the oegibeyond because of their faithfulness. And so this bhsirc
going to be greatly blessed but there are others who Wwerbtessed.

Revelation 3:9 “l will make those who are of the synagagfugatan, who claim to be Jews though they arebuot,
are liars—I will make them come and fall down at yowt fend acknowledge that | have loved ydudw | know
that even today that there are many Jews who ndawbte about their spiritual state. They are lost, undQteist-
less and therefore priest-less and so in effect trefi@peless, because apart from Jesus there is no hope

You see the real Jew is a physical descendant of Atorédim@ugh Jacob who has given his life to Christ. If henha
done that he is no Jew, and that's not me saying tisathe apostle PaukRomans 2:28+29 “A person is not a Jew
who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision mer@lgward and physicaNo, a person is a Jew who is one
inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the Heay the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a pésspraise
is not from other people, but from God.”

Romans 9:6+7 “It is not as though God’s word had failed. Boalhwho are descended from Israel are Isidet.
because they are his descendants are they all Abrabhilisen. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac thatry
offspring will be reckoned.”

And so they can claim to be Jews all they want biltaf/ haven’t given their lives to Jesus they are notJmas.
And it’s to these Jews that Jesus saysill make them come and fall down at your feet ankrawvledge that |
have loved you.Now | don't know of what kind of people the Philadelphedmrch was made up of.
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If they were Gentiles then thasult’ here is of the plainest kind which must have made the Bewkwhen they
heard it. Inlsaiah 60:14we read; The children of your oppressors will come bowing befgwa; all who despise
you will bow down at your feet and will call you thetyCof the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel.”

Jesus in this same letter says he will write on theenname of the city of my GodHis favoured ones will be
‘called’ the‘city of God.” The Philadelphians will know the joy of having tlsaiahpassage fulfilled in them and
they will be called the city of God. Theoly One’ who is also théTrue One, will cause these lying arrogant haters
of the Gentiles to bow down before them. And thes¢htewish Gentiles haters will know that God loveddiurch
there.

In other words, there was in store for the Philadetphaday of justification. A day when the Jews would be
humiliated. And this was going to be the church’s assurdmaten the coming hour of trial that they would be kept.
Revelation 3:10+11 “Since you have kept my command to endueaibat! will also keep you from the hour of trial
that is going to come on the whole world to test thebithats of the earth.am coming soon. Hold on to what you
have, so that no one will take your crown.”

Jesus saysthey have kept His command to endure patiently and Hekedp them from the hour of triaNlow to
understand what Jesus means here we need to go back to @ntime when the empefomitianwas ruling.
Because whebomitiancame on the scene, persecution began and so anyonefwsed to worship the emperor
became enemies of the state. Christians came uraleartible pressure of Rome for about two and a haticies
until theEdict of ToleratiorunderGalerius

The Jews too had their troubles with Rome, for it twvadrianwho urged the termination of circumcision and aimec
at building a shrine tdupiteron the site of Jerusalem. This rebellion of the JeviS2 A.D.underBar Koshebavas
perhaps the bloodiest of the Jewish battles with Rotme historiarDio Cassiugeports that oves80,000 of the

Jews died, in the war. In the early stages priorea¢holt, the Christians were suffering greatly atitheds of the
Romans.

But just how was Jesus going to keep them from the houatif Does this mean that the church was not going to
suffer?Not at all, that’'s why He tells them téjold on to what you have, so that no one will take ycrawn.” In
Ezekiel 9:1-8wve are told the righteous would be kept from the hanteotiestroyer but theeeping’ didn’t mean
they would be saved from physical suffering or death.

In Ezekiel 21:3+4ve read of the same judgment as taking away the righteowell as the wicked. The point is the\
were preserved all the way through it and so they cameof it. In other words, Jesus keeping them from the hou
is keeping them from what the hour could produce.

Years later when the emperdalensthreatenedtusebuisvith confiscation of all his goods, torture, banishment, or
even death, the courageous Christian repliéel,needs not fear confiscation, who has nothing $e;loor
banishment, to whom heaven is his country; nor tormetsn his body can be destroyed at one blow; nor death,
which is the only way to set him at liberty from sirdaorrow.’

So what could that hour of trial produc&fostasy, falling away. In other words Jesus would sakedythem through
their time of trouble but the Jews had no such promisés keé what else Jesus has to say to this small cotigrega
who met in Philadelphia.

Revelation 3:12 “The one who is victorious | will makpilar in the temple of my God. Never again will tHepve
it. I will write on them the name of my God and tteeme of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, whicoming
down out of heaven from my God; and | will also writetbem my new nameJesus saysThe one who is
victorious | will make a pillar in the temple of my &6

Philadelphia was known asittle Athens’ for it was full of idols and idol temples. It would nave been the first
time that the worshipers of the idols had felt the gdosimake and the pillars crack and tumble, due to the
earthquakes. At such a time there would be only one thidg smd that is run.

But loved ones, God’s temple cannot crumble whatever happéms physical realm. The pillars in that temple a
mature Christians, solid, stable and immovalelatians 2:9 “James, Cephas and John, those esteepitharss
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship wienrecognized the grace given to me.”
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Christians like James, Peter and John, Christiansstamal firm are the overcomers. And | pray that we tdldbei
pillars, solid, stable and immovable Christians whenhmur of trouble comes. And so when Jesus salsjer
again will they leave it,he’s saying that the saints would never have occasiamtout for fear.

Now | mentioned earlier that we don’t know whethex thurch in Philadelphia was made up of Jewish Christians
Gentile Christians or both but there is a lot of 3wgymbolism in these last few versesishiah 56:3-8ve find an
amazing piece is Scripture, now we’re not going to relaaf & but make some references to some verses within

If the church is Gentile we haveaiahspeaking of the foreigners who have saidiarse 3, “The LORD will surely
exclude me from his people&lso inverse 3there is a reference to the eunuchs who were a deégpsep and they
have the same reservations believing they will nadoeptable to God. But irerse Swe are told the foreigners and
eunuchs are not to worry fdtp them | will give within my temple and its walls eemorial and a name better than
sons and daughters; | will give them an everlasting rtdatewill endure forever.”

In verse 7lsaiah says;These | will bring to my holy mountain and give themy jn my house of prayer, for my
house will be called a house of prayer for all natiohs'dther words, if the congregation is Gentile or preitiately
so, we have the Scriptural assurance for them. Kddhgregation is Jewish or predominately so, we havdazbm
for them. So, whoever they are, the scorned, the wkai all have the son of David behind them. This isgano
door for both Jew and Gentile.

Remember what Jesus saidlohn 1@ John 10:16 “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep peist bring

them also.”The door is open for both the Jews and Gentiles wivethe eternal blessings and promises from God
And it’s to the Christian who doesn't fall away whengsmution comes that Jesus sdlysyill also write the name of
my God and the name of the city of my God, the news3dem.”

Now remember the Jerusalem of Judea had long sinceddealse thecity of God.” And it was there where they
plainly examined and cruelly rejected their God. But tkeaaother Zion and this Zion had as its foundation,Hisd
name is Jesus the Christaiah 28:16 “So this is what the Sovereign LORD s&yse’ | lay a stone in Zion, a tested
stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundatiomndevho relies on it will never be stricken with pahic

And so this was tha@ew’ Jerusalem, thestones’of which were members of theew’ covenant. And notice where
this new Jerusalem comes from, it conagsvn out of heavenand that’s very significant. This tells us of its divine
origin, this is a city, made without hands, whose buiéder maker is God. While the beast-like kingdomdarfiel 7
rise out of the water or the earth, the Messianigddm is set forth in the Son of Man who rides in theviees.

What a wonderful picture that isn't it? But Jesus isn’t finished yet, he goes to sayill also write on them my
new name.The‘'new’ name of Jesus would be written on them. Now we look&dhat the new names meant a few
weeks ago and if you remember this is referring to end@serbeing identified withMatthew 10:32 “Whoever
acknowledges me before others, | will also acknowledgar&eahy Father in heaven.”

In other words Jesus would own the overcomer as His Butnwhat is this new namé®is ‘Lord.” Speaking of
Jesus Paul says lithilippians 2:9-11 “Therefore God exalted him to the higpleste and gave him the name that is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus everyskoatl bow, in heaven and on earth and under the eadh
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, tgloing of God the Father.”

Now loved ones, Paul says this will have to be coefssne way or another. And the day is coming when emeryo
born or dead, every demon in hell is going have to cotifiedslesus is Lord. And so Jesus says to all Christians
whether your alive or dying, whether you’re in peace ovaat whether you are rich or in poverty. If you remain
faithful to Him, you will be unashamedly owned by Jesus.

And so once again Jesus leaves us with His final wordsdochurch in Philadelphia Revelation 3:13 “Whoever
has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says tohteches.”’Are we listening churchlay we always listen and pay
close attention to what the Spirit is teaching us tolfy we always keep our eyes open for those precious doors
which God opens for us to share the Gospel with otMag.we never give up or think about falling away when ha
times come. May we never forget the place and auyhofilesus. And may we never give God the opportunity to
disown us because we have disowned Him. Remember, ddéinishes with those same words to all the seven
churches, He is actually teaching the same lessontteeathurches so that they too will pay close attertbomhat

He says.



