“The fate which awaits false teachers” (6)

In our last sermon Peter reminded us that false teaalwensl come amongst us and totally destroy the Lord’sathur
with their words and teachings. He reminded u® iteter 2:that they would bring on themselves swift destruction
He also reminded us that their judgement will not bgdtien by God ir2 Peter 2:3And to reinforce the idea that
their judgment is certain, Peter gave us three examplésd’s righteous judgment from the past.

And that’s what we’re going to look at today; we're gpto look at God’s righteous judgment on the angels who
sinned in2 Peter 2:4We’'re going to look at God’s righteous judgment in thed in2 Peter 2:5And finally we will
look at the example of God'’s righteous judgment on thiescof Sodom and GomorrahanPeter 2:6-9

But before we get into our sermon today let me shatte you a story abowt man who died and went to the
Judgment. They told hiniBefore you meet with God, | should tell you, we’ve lodlever your life, and to be
honest you really didn’t do anything particularly good ait.b&e’re not really sure what to do with you. Can ydu te
us anything you did that can help us make a decisibh@’newly arrived soul thought for a moment and replied,
“Yeah, once | was driving along and came upon a person wakdwing harassed by a group of thugs. So | pulled
over, got out a bat, and went up to the leader ofingst He was a big, muscular guy with a ring pierced thrbiggh
lip. Well, | tore the ring out of his lip, and told him &ed his gang had better stop bothering this guy or they woul
have to deal with me!” “Wow that’s impressive, “When this happen?” “About three minutes agcaime the reply.

And | guess the point of the story is to remind us thaettetlare many theories about what will happen on Judgmen
Day. And there are also many theories concerning thmeggsawhich Peter gives as his first example of God’s
righteous judgmen® Peter 2:4 “For if God didn’t spare angels when they sinm#dcast them down to Tartarus,
and committed them to pits of darkness, to be reservgddgment.”

Now I'm not going to share all the different thesr@ncerning these angels but what we will do is lookeatéxt in
order that we don’t miss the point. Now notice thaePtells us that these angels sinned, which means angsts
have had some form of divine law to follow. And not&so that angels were free will agents; Peter telthaisthese
angels exercised their God-given free will and chosestmbély God’s sacred law. And so because of disobeying
God’s law Peter tells us they were cast out of heameihcommitted to pits of darkness.

Now this makes sense in light bflohn 1:5vhere John tells us thdGod is light, and in him is no darkness at all”.
And so these disobedient angels are now kept in heltiag judgment. Which is exactly whatde Gells us when
he writes,"Angels who didn’'t keep their first domain, but desettesir own dwelling place, he has kept in
everlasting bonds under darkness for the judgment of & day.”’And so loved ones, it seems fairly obvious to
at least that some angels didn't like the position thiese given by God and tried to seek higher positions by
rebelling against God.

In that great chapter dfatthew 25when Jesus is describing what His people should be doingllsies that those
who don't follow Him will be eternally punished. But naievho else is mentioned as being eternally punished. Je
tells us inMatthew 25:41 “Then he will say also to those on thehahd, “depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels.

A new believer was on a plane with an intellectual mho was educated beyond his intelligence. He sneered at |
reading the Bible. Asked if she believed"it2zs." "Jonah and the whale story?" "Yes." "How dilappen?" "Don't
know, but I'll find out when | get to heaven." "What ihad isn't there?" "Then | guess you'll have to ask him for
me."

And so loved ones if we get anything from Peter’s firstgda of God’s righteous judgment, it’s this. If God did no
spare the angels who beheld His glory when they sinnedyilHcertainly punish false teachers who purposely leac
His people astray.

Let's go ahead and look at Peter’'s second example osGudiiteous judgmeng. Peter 2:5 “And (God) didn’t spare
the ancient world, but preserved Noah with seven othgrsgacher of righteousness, when he brought a flodakeon
world of the ungodly.’Peter reminds us that God used the flood to judge the ungodly.

Turn your Bibles and read with nigenesis 6:5-7 “And the Lord saw that the sin of mangreat on the earth, and
that all the thoughts of his heart were efihd the Lord had sorrow because he had made man @atite and grief
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was in his heartAnd the Lord said, | will take away man, whom | have mdaten the face of the earth, even man
and beast and that which goes on the earth and evernyfliivd air; for | have sorrow for having made them”.

Now go down and read with nigenesis 6:11+12 “And the earth was evil in God's eyes ahof fuiblent ways And
God, looking on the earth, saw that it was evil: f@ way of all flesh had become evil on the earNdw notice that
the wickedness of man was great in the earth and evernyt of the thoughts of his heart was continuatily@vil.
And at this time the earth was corrupt in God'’s eyesfilad with violence.

Now there are times when we get these well meaningl@eoming to our doors to remind us of how bad the worle
is and they tell us that the world is bad place fukwaf and they ask us if we think it's just getting worse II\Mfeur
everyday person who isn’t familiar with the Bible maglhsay yes. But let me ask ydwgw bad must have it been ir
Noah’s timeVell if we know anything about it, we know it was bad egio for God to be grieved in His heart to
such an extent that He found it necessary to destroynhathand beast from the face of the earth.

You see loved ones Noah was the first evangelist owgediin the Bible and his life should teach us sometess
For example Noah faced the same circumstances thisti@hs face today. When Jesus is talking about Judgemel
Day, He says iMatthew 24:36-39 “But as for that day and hour no one knowsidt even the angels in heaven —
except the Father alon€or just like the days of Noah were, so the cominthefSon of Man will beFor in those
days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,ymgrand giving in marriage, until the day Noah enterec
the ark.And they knew nothing until the flood came and took th#éraveay. It will be the same at the coming of the
Son of Man.”

You see loved ones just as most people today do not bdksus is coming back at all, let alone soon, the pebple
Noah’s day did not know when the Flood was going to hapiiey would have saw Noah building the ark and
surely some people would have asked what on earth hdoiasand why he was doing iiebrews 11:7 “By faith
Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moviddgodly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his
household, by which he condemned the world and becameflile@ ighteousness which is according to faith.”

And so like people today, almost certainly the peopladh’s day were busy enjoying the pleasures of life and di
not believe or care that judgment was coming. But thet pladth Peter is trying to remind us of again is this. 18Go
destroyed the whole world because of their ungodliveiidie not destroy these false teachers who deny.oine
who bought themAnd be assured loved ones, all people will be judged, nasag@ng to escape the great
Judgment Day which is cominglebrews 10:2%ells us,"Just as people are appointed to die once, and then to fac
judgment.”

Just before the death of acidtC. Fields a friend visited=ields'hospital room and was surprised to find him
thumbing through a Bible. Asked what he was doing with a Blidgdsreplied,"I'm looking for loopholes.There
are no loopholes when it comes to judgement, loved ones.

Now it’s not all bad news because as we know from tudysof1 Peter 3:2@hat God spared Noah. In other words
that very same flood which God used to destroy the worklusad to save Noah and his family’s lives. And it'€he
as we begin to find comfort for the Christians whalfthemselves surrounded by the ungodly.

Look atGenesi$:8 “But Noah found favour in the sight of the LORINow look atGenesis 7:1 “The LORD said to
Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household| émnsider you godly among this generation.”

Noah was one who walked with God, even in the midst érverse generation. He was a preacher of rightesajsn
both in deed and word. And so while God was bringing judgmeoih the ungodly, He did not lose sight of the

godly.

Now remember that church, in this ungodly world in whi@hlive, we sometimes feel like God isn’'t bothered abot
what’s happening. But He does, He sees what the ungodipdo® but don’t forget that He also provides
deliverance for the godly. In other words, not only willd3wing destruction upon the false teachers, but He Isdl a
preserve all those who remain faithful to Him.

Let's look at Peter’s final example of God’s rightequdgment.2 Peter 2:6-8 “And if he (God) turned to ashes the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah when he condemned thenstadgon, having appointed them to serve as an
example to future generations of the ungodhy if he rescued Lot, a righteous man in anguish oeeldleébauched
lifestyle of lawless mer(for while he lived among them day after day, that righteman was tormented in his
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righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heReter reminds us that God turned the cities of Sodaim an
Gomorrah into ashes.

Turn your Bibles tdsenesis 19:24-28nd read with méThen the LORD rained down sulphur and fire on Sodom
and Gomorrah. It was sent down from the sky by th&DOSo he overthrew those cities and all that region,
including all the inhabitants of the cities and the vegetahat grew from the groun8ut Lot’s wife looked back
longingly and was turned into a pillar of salt. Abrahgob up early in the morning and went to the place where he
had stood before the LORBIe looked out toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all thedétitht region. As he did so,
he saw the smoke rising up from the land like smoke frdunreace”.

Now why would God use such a terrible judgment on thess@itvell Jude 7tells us“They indulged in sexual
immorality and pursued unnatural desir&€nesis 18:20 “The LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is so great and their sin so blataBt’' what exactly was the sin they were doing which edu3od to
totally destroy these cities?

Well again if you turn your Bibles tGenesis 1%ve can read about it for ourselves. Lot has had afsasit two

angels who wanted to stay in the town square but Lot perdulaelen to stay at his house and eat. We pick up the
story inGenesis 19:4-11 “Before they could lie down to sleephalhten — both young and old, from every part of
the city of Sodom — surrounded the house. They shouted tt\Vi/bere are the men who came to you tonight? Brin
them out to us so we can have sex with them!” Lot weitséide to them, shutting the door behind Hita.said, “No,
my brothers! Don’t act so wickedlflook, | have two daughters who have never had sexualometatrith a man. Let
me bring them out to you, and you can do to them whateneplease. Only don’t do anything to these men, for th
have come under the protection of my roof.” “Out of was!” they cried, and “This man came to live here as a
foreigner, and now he dares to judge us! We’ll do more laryou than to them!” They kept pressing in on Lot unt
they were close enough to break down the door. So thensiele reached out and pulled Lot back into the house |
they shut the doof hen they struck the men who were at the door of theehdnasn the youngest to the oldest, with
blindness. The men outside wore themselves out tryingddhmdoor.”

Now we can understand why their sin was so great, nosaweinderstand why God totally destroyed these cities.
But once again notice this church; even though God destrogedgodly, He delivered righteous Lot. And this
should serve as another reminder of how God does resight of His faithful children when He brings judgment
upon the ungodly.

Lot was delivered because he was righteéuas. how do we know thatth 2 Peter 2:Peter describes him as
righteous Lot. Ir? Peter 2:8eter describes him as that righteous ma@.Reter 2:8eter describes him as a
righteous soul. And so once again we’re reminded thatg8esl the godly and the ungodly.

And if He destroyed these cities because of their snwH certainly destroy these false teachers femrtbin. So we
leave these false teachers for God to deal with, thsris already awaiting them. And just in case yossed it,

what we’ve just read is God’s justice in practice and &aoakrcy in practice. But it’s difficult isn’t it, livg in this
world, surrounded by so much evil. And like | said earBemetimes we can get very discouraged because of wh
happening.

And Peter knows this, that’s why he goes on to tell dsheter 2:9 “If so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from their trials, and to reserve the unrighteoupémishment at the Day of JudgmerRéter says if God can
rescue Noah from a corrupt generation, then He caneegu. Peter says if God can rescue Lot from a perverse
generation, then He can rescue you.

The question isjlo you believe that? Do you believe that there is mitiuation in which you may find yourself in
where God cannot help yo&2ter says, the Lord is in the business of rescuingti@ms from their trials but maybe
the real question should ble you want to be rescued?

A man arrived in heaven and was ready to be assigriad p@rmanent home. At the check-in desk he told the clel
that he didn’'t understand why he was here in the firsepldo, the clerk called for Peté&row can | help you?"
Peter said. The man told Peter that he was a vegyoned man and was caught in a flood. The rains wemgrngp
down harder and he repeatedly called to God for help but bekr same. He saw on the weather channel that the
flood waters would continue to rise and local residshtaild take precautions. He sdi@od help me."
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He decided to weather the storm and when the waters begaa he went to the second floor of his house. Two
men in boat came by and they asked if he needed helphButén said;the Lord will help me,'and they went
their way. The waters continued to rise and he climlvethe roof. A few minutes later a helicopter came bythag
asked if he wanted a lift. He again saitlhe Lord will help me.'So, the helicopter leftl don't understand,he said
to Peter angrily"Why didn’t God help me?Peter replied,;Who do you think sent you the message, the boat and
helicopter?"

You see loved ones, | hear people crying out to God fordrelpany occasions. And so God sends His people to
help thenmbut what happensPhey don't take that help because they don't recoghatetts actually God who is
working through the person He sent to help them in teeglace. In other words God can't rescue you if won't
allow Him to.

So not only is God in the business of rescuing His peogeaMays is also in the business of keeping the
unrighteous in a secure place until judgment day comBsier 2:9 “If so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from their trials, and to reserve the unrighteoupimishment at the Day of Judgmermidw loved ones this
should encourage us to keep on growing in our knowledge and tamtking of Christ.

Because the minute we start going along with some deatrhich isn't Biblical. The minute we start following sem
false doctrine, we can eventually find ourselves being emvtbbng side of God. And that’s a place nobody wants ti
find themselves in.

And if you're not a Christian this morning you need to knbat tyou're still on the wrong side of God. And God
doesn’t want you there; He wants you on His side. Andoan start that journey today by simply asking someone
where do | begin to get on right terms with God?

Peter warned us last week about the damage which fal$ete@an and will cause. Today he has reminded us of
fate which awaits these false teachers and next wetek B going to remind us about how corrupt these false
teachers are.



