“Something beautiful” (6)

| heard about this woman who driving fradbanin Scotland to get to Inverness but as she was driving thi@Glegh
Coeshe ran into a snowstorm and became very frightéteelpeered ahead and saw a snowpldviat luck!” She
kept as close to the machine as she could while it rentbeeshow from the road. At times the heavy snowfall
almost cut off her view, but her faithful guide kept ordieg the way. After some time, the plow stopped, and its
driver got out and walked over to her carady, where are you going®Pie asked:I'm on my way to Invernessshe
replied."Well, you'll never get there following me! I'm plowing ttaar park!" “Oh well | guess | will just have to go
shopping.”

And | guess the point of the story is sometimes weheae a place in our minds to go to but unforeseen
circumstances can change our direction. Now Peter dmj Ado once had been partners in the fishing busiaess,
depicted by Luke as going to the templ& at the afternoorwhich was one of the hours of prayer.

Now there were at lea&thours of prayeduring a given day. The first was@t.m.and theseconcat 3 p.m.Now we
are not told why the apostles went to the temple, méyewent at the three in the afternoon both to praj/to
have an opportunity to speak to others about Jesus. But rer mhtt their purpose was, an encounter with a man
who had been lame since the time of his birth, gave thgreat opportunity to preach the gospel.

Acts 3:1+2 “One day Peter and John were going up to theaeahphe time of prayer-at three in the afternocowN
a man crippled from birth was being carried to the tergpte called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg
from those going into the temple courts.”

In every generation there has always been people @) gee just have to walk around Birmingham city centre to
find many people who beg, not because they want to baubechey have todnd have you ever noticed they
always beg at a prominent spdiffey always beg in the place where they are mody ltkecatch most people
walking by. This lame man was no exception.

He lay there every day at the temple gate, because paempje would walk in and out of the temple at diffetenes
of the day, it's a prime spot for begging. But he was legir food, clothes or money from those coming in autd ¢
of the temple to pray, not because he wanted to batsede had to. He had to too survive, he’s a disabledpersc
he can’'t work or get a job, there’s no disabled befikétpeople receive today. He had to beg to survive.

Now he’s laying here at a gate callgdautiful Now why this temple gate was calledautifull’m not sure, but
Josephuslescribes the gate this wdis height was fifty cubits, (84f) and its doors werdgdocubits, (67f) and it was
adorned after a most costly manner as having much rickdethacker plates of silver and gold upon them than the
others." The other gates were all just 30 cubits, or 45:high

Now this must have been a beautiful gate to lookutydmat is about to happen next is something even more
beautiful. Acts 3:3-6a “When he saw Peter and John about to enter, hetthske for money. Peter looked straight
at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" Sondne gave them his attention, expecting to get somethir
from them. Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have.”

As Peter and John approached the guy, the lame mantaskedo give him money. Both apostles looked at him a
Peter asked him to look at them. The beggar turned expeatiegdive some money, but Peter immediately
informed him they did not have silver or gofgian you imagine the disappointment the lame man mustfeév
when he heard those words?

There’s nothing worse than building your hopes up to receinething and then be let down. However, that
disappointing low was turned into an emotional high whenriet@led him under the authority of Jesus Christ 01
Nazareth. When Peter pulled him up by his right hand, the laan felt strength come into his ankles and went
walking, leaping and praising God into the temple.

Acts 3:6-8 “Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have but Wheve | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk." Taking him by the right hand, he helpedupmand instantly the man's feet and ankles becams
strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then hewsdmthem into the temple courts, walking and
jumping, and praising GodYou see loved ones when a person is healed in the NameusfQksst the result is
always the same.
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When was the last time you walked or jumped and just prd&ise for something He has done in your li&ybe
He healed you from the sin of gossip. Maybe He healed yon $iome addiction. Maybe He healed you when yo
were sick When was the last time you just leapt for joy and praisedi?Go

Now | think we need to mention that the lame man expressédithin the apostlesbility to heal him. In fact, he
only asked them for money. As Luke records it, the laraa didn’t even try to stand up, but was pulled to his
feet. And unlike the miraculous claims of many religs groups today, this miracle was absolutely undeniable.

It's also quite ironic in the fact that many of todagts called faith healers need a big audience and they want
money in advance to heal someone. This man didn't pray bedled, this man didn’t pay any money to be heale
this man wasn’t told to wait for a few days and you wilhealed. This man wasn’t some unknown person from
the backstreets of Jerusalem, although he was laangab also well known.

Everyone recognized this man as the lame man who had dady theBeautiful Gatebegging for money. Here’s
a man who has probably been begging for help for aldibstars And | know he’s possibly been begging for that
amount of time becausects 4:22 “For the man who was miraculously healed was forty years old."Now we
don’t know for certain exactly how long he’s been begging itwknow that he was well known.

Acts 3:9+10 “When all the people saw him walking and praisiad, ey recognized him as the same man who
used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiidltlzey were filled with wonder and amazement at what
had happened to himThey were amazed that they now saw the formerly lame stemding before them.

And | wonder of some within the audience thoughitsafah 35 which refers to the future glory of Ziolsaiah
35:6 "Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tonguseadtmb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert."

But now the healed lame man is holding onto each of thtemas natural that a crowd would gather around Pete
and John and so Peter, empowered by the Holy Spiritetaksgeized the opportunity to preach about the great
healer, Jesus.

Acts 3:11-15 “While the beggar held on to Peter and Johthefpeople were astonished and came running to
them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. When Ratethss, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does th
surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own pomngodliness we had made this man walk? The God
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, hasedonit servant Jesus. You handed him over to be
killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he hadldddb let him go. You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released.t¥ow killed the author of life, but God raised him fron
the dead. We are witnesses of this.”

Luke tells us that the crowd looked at them as if thel/deamehow worked this miracle, but Peter instantly turne
their attention tothe God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of owr@attand the glorified Jesus, His Son.
But can you imagine the expressions on their faces whentelsethem that they had delivered, denied and kille
the"Author of life?"

| believe their expressions would have been similar to videtar first preached ificts 2and told them the exact
same thing. But Peter doesn’t leave them with that thoughegldhéhem that God, in His turn, had raised Jesus
from the dead, a fact which Peter and John had personiéiigssed remember. The lame man had been healed
the authority of Jesus not because of his faith iraffestle’s but because of the apostles' complete faitiein t
Lord's ability to make men whole.

The recognition of that miracle by those Jews now gatharound Peter and John would have left them with no
options but to recognize Jesus as KiAgts 3:16 “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whomsee and know
was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith thascthmough him that has given this complete healing to
him, as you can all see.”

When Peter said these words many would have readilyteaemeant they had crucified God's Anointsdw let
me ask you why did they kill the MessiaB@me killed Him because of political reasons. SomediHlim because
of jealousy and hatred. But Peter says they killed Hinabse they did not fully understand. He tells them
everything happened because it was part of God’s plan.
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A plan that God had laid out so long before the actual eveoksplace Acts 3:17+18 "Now, brothers, | know that
you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But thisvus@®od fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.”

In the film Terminator 1 Arnold Swarzenegggalays the part of a bad guy from the future whose tryiriglko
Sarah Connerbut inTerminator 2Arnold comes back as a good guy trying to protatahand her sodohn he
says to them something very significant and gives theho&e, he says|f you want to live follow me.”

Now on the basis of the great miracle worked in Jewstadd the undeniable fact of Christ's resurrectionrPete
appealed to the multitude to turn from their sinful lieesl be converted, or transformed. In other words he ask
them,“If you want to live follow Jesus™Just like Peter says mcts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness wf sms. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

We can clearly see that conversion takes place in thersvat baptism. Not before, or just after, but inwagers
of baptism. Since a person coming up out of the watery gsavade to walk in newness of life, it would certainl
be reasonable to call the effects of baptism a conversion.

Romans 6:3-11 “Or don't you know that all of us who were bagtinto Christ Jesus were baptized into his deat
We were therefore buried with him through baptism intoldeabrder that, just as Christ was raised from thelde
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a nésv If we have been united with him like this in his tihea
we will certainly also be united with him in his resutien. For we know that our old self was crucified whiim

so that the body of sin might be done away with, thaskaild no longer be slaves to sin- because anyone who
has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died withsthnie believe that we will also live with him. For we
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he came@igain; death no longer has mastery over him. The
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the lifeves,| he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselve:
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

You see loved ones; the transformation comes in the fétheasins of the obedient person being erased. That’s
what Peter means when he saysats 3:19 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sashe wiped out,
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”

On Pentecost, Peter said those following his instructiondd receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but here hgssa
the same thing but with different words, he describesré be'times of refreshing,Which would certainly be the
result of receiving the Comforter.

Now the Holy Spirit isn’t finished speaking through Pstet, because Peter goes on to say that when Jesus' wc
in salvation was completed, then God would send Jesustagagolaim his ownActs 3:20+21 “And that he may
send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesusust remain in heaven until the time comes for
God to restore everything, as he promised long ago threisgioly prophets.”

Until that time when salvation was fully accomplishedthesprophets had foretold, Peter said Jesus would rem
in heaven. Now again like we see with every sermon préathere are those who will listen and obey and there
are those who will listen and not obey. We alreadyvkthat those who obey will go on to live with Christdver

in heaven. But loved ones we need to be aware that those whadey will not go to heaven.

Those who refuse God's saving grace will be punished,osed/said. Peter partially quoting fraeuteronomy
18:15-19says inActs 3:22+25 “For Moses said, "The Lord your God will raipefor you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you must listen to everything he yelll. Anyone who does not listen to him will be
completely cut off from among his people.' Indeed, allgtoghets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, h
foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets atie @bvenant God made with your fathers. He said tt
Abraham, "Through your offspring all peoples on earth wilblessed."”

As children of Israel, those in Peter's audience shaaid been aware of the numerous prophecies about the
coming Messiah, froramuelhroughJohn 2 Samuel 7:12-16 “When your days are over and you rest with yoL
fathers, | will raise up your offspring to succeed you, wilbcome from your own body, and | will establish his
kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for mynidéa and | will establish the throne of his kingdom foreve
| will be his father, and he will be my son. When he doesngyr | will punish him with the rod of men, with
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floggings inflicted by men. But my love will never be talkemay from him, as | took it away from Saul, whom |
removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom will enfiwexer before me; your throne will be
established forever." Nathan reported to David all the wofdiis entire revelation.The Jews had benefited
from God's covenant with Abraham and should also have lagaihdr with the promise that one day the whole
world was going to be blessed through the seed of Abraham.

Paul told the Galatian church this specifically refetiedne son of Abraham, Jes@alatians 3:16 “The promises
were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scriptusendbsay "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and
your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ.”

Ask yourselfwho was the gospel first preached Bx¥mans 1:16 “| am not ashamed of the gospel, becasdbd i
power of God for the salvation of everyone who bebeviest for the Jew, then for the Gentil@he Jews or sons of
Abraham were the first to hear the gospel, just astGtommanded.

Luke 24:46-48 “He told them, "This is what is writtetnelChrist will suffer and rise from the dead on thedttay,
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preagctiasl name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.”

These guys should have known that Jesus was the medseghad been told about the coming of the messiah, ti
and time again through the prophets. Now it's very obvibaisthey thought the messiah would come and establish:
physical kingdom here on earth. But Jesus had come, regtttoe a physical kingdom to Israel, but to establish a
spiritual kingdom and bring salvation from sin.

The fact that the Jews were to be the first to Heagospel clearly implies others would also hear ifuhge. Acts

3:26 “When God raised up his servant, he sent himtdéirgou to bless you by turning each of you from yoioked
ways."Peter left no doubts in these people’s minds as to whdnway Jesus came. You see loved ones, the Jews n
have been there and killed the Messiah but we atl teeenderstand that so were we.

In his painting théElevation of Christ”,Rembrandt depicts the cross being raised by men fapiitéf, malice and hate.
But down in the left-hand corner in the dark shadomtsgan make out the face of Rembrandt himself. You see
Rembrandt understood that in a very real way, he veme tho and his sins were as much responsible forabks as
the men who were there that day.

The highest blessing that can be bestowed upon pedpléasturned from sin. Sin is the source of all sadraassbif
people are turned from that, they truly will be hapjayd let’s be very clear here, Christ blesses no i or while
loving sin, but He will bless people if they choose to ioom their sin.

Loved ones Peter is saying to them and to us todathgndtlessiah had come, and that now they might look for
happiness, pardon, and mercy through Him. As so just dewemight in Peter’s day had the option to turn fiosir
sins. People today have the choice to turn from #iest. Because Jesus still wants to bless all natyptiselgospel
which He had himself preached, and which the apsgpletached and we still preach today.

The question iswill you decide to accept it? Do you need some refrestimngs?You see times of refreshing are
only going to come when you choose to sayo the world andesto Jesus. It's only when you repent and turn t
Jesus in obedience and submit to Him in the waters of baptil those times of refreshing begin. Maybe you're
already a Christian and you feel tired because of sinun lyf@. Whatever the reason is those times of refreshi
can return.

Do you remember when you were baptised? Do you remembentive knowing that your sins were wiped out?
Loved ones every time you confess your sins to God andaskr§iveness that joy will return. That feeling of joy
wasn'’t just for your baptism but for every time you ask Gotbtgive you for your sinsl John 1:8+9 “If we claim
to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truthtisings. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and arsd

will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrightsoess.”

Like the songs says,

“It happened so long ago, | cried out for mercy back then,
| pled the blood of Jesus, begged him to forgive my sin.
But I still can’t forget, it just won't go away,



So | wept again, “Lord wash my sin”, but this is all he’gl,sa
“What sin! What sin! Well that’s as far away as theteafrom the west,
“What sin! What sin! It was gone the very minute you confésbaried in a sea of forgetfulness.

The heaviest load you'll carry is a load of guilt and shame
You were never meant to bare them, so let them go usJesme.
Our God is slow to anger and quick to forgive our sins,

So him put them under the blood, don’t bring them up again,
Because he’ll just say, “What sin!

Oh Lord, please deliver me, from my accusing memory,

Nothing makes me weep this way, than when | hear you say,

“What sin! What sin!” That's as far away as the ea$tam the west, “What sin!”
It was gone the very minute you confessed. Buried in a sleag#tfulness.”

Christian the time of refreshing is only a confessimay Psalm 97:10-12 “Let those who love the Lord hate evil
for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivkesn from the hand of the wicked. Light is shed upon the
righteous and joy on the upright in heart. Rejoice in thielLyou who are righteous, and praise his holy name”.

Maybe today would be a good day to start rejoicing in the baddpraising His Name as we remember our
salvation. Those who are not yet Christians cantmi@od at any time and begin to rejoice in the Lord and grais
His Name. And you too like the lame man will receive sihnimgy beautiful, the forgiveness of your sins. And you

too will be able to leap for joy and praise His Namehfealing you from your sins.



