
 1

“Something beautiful” (6) 
 
I heard about this woman who driving from Oban in Scotland to get to Inverness but as she was driving through Glen 
Coe she ran into a snowstorm and became very frightened. She peered ahead and saw a snowplow. “What luck!” She 
kept as close to the machine as she could while it removed the snow from the road. At times the heavy snowfall 
almost cut off her view, but her faithful guide kept on leading the way. After some time, the plow stopped, and its 
driver got out and walked over to her car. "Lady, where are you going?" he asked. "I'm on my way to Inverness," she 
replied. "Well, you'll never get there following me! I'm plowing this car park!" “Oh well I guess I will just have to go 
shopping.” 
 
And I guess the point of the story is sometimes we can have a place in our minds to go to but unforeseen 
circumstances can change our direction. Now Peter and John, who once had been partners in the fishing business, are 
depicted by Luke as going to the temple at 3 in the afternoon, which was one of the hours of prayer.  
 
Now there were at least 2 hours of prayer during a given day. The first was at 9 a.m. and the second at 3 p.m. Now we 
are not told why the apostles went to the temple, maybe they went at the three in the afternoon both to pray and to 
have an opportunity to speak to others about Jesus. But no matter what their purpose was, an encounter with a man 
who had been lame since the time of his birth, gave them a great opportunity to preach the gospel. 
 
Acts 3:1+2 “One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon. Now 
a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg 
from those going into the temple courts.” 
 
In every generation there has always been people in need, you just have to walk around Birmingham city centre to 
find many people who beg, not because they want to but because they have too. And have you ever noticed they 
always beg at a prominent spot? They always beg in the place where they are most likely to catch most people 
walking by. This lame man was no exception. 
 
He lay there every day at the temple gate, because many people would walk in and out of the temple at different times 
of the day, it’s a prime spot for begging. But he was begging for food, clothes or money from those coming in and out 
of the temple to pray, not because he wanted to but because he had to. He had to too survive, he’s a disabled person, 
he can’t work or get a job, there’s no disabled benefit like people receive today. He had to beg to survive. 
 
Now he’s laying here at a gate called Beautiful. Now why this temple gate was called beautiful I’m not sure, but 
Josephus describes the gate this way, "its height was fifty cubits, (84f) and its doors were forte cubits, (67f) and it was 
adorned after a most costly manner as having much richer and thicker plates of silver and gold upon them than the 
others." The other gates were all just 30 cubits, or 45' high.” 
 
Now this must have been a beautiful gate to look at, but what is about to happen next is something even more 
beautiful. Acts 3:3-6a “When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight 
at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something 
from them. Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have.” 
 
As Peter and John approached the guy, the lame man asked them to give him money. Both apostles looked at him and 
Peter asked him to look at them. The beggar turned expecting to receive some money, but Peter immediately 
informed him they did not have silver or gold. Can you imagine the disappointment the lame man must have felt 
when he heard those words? 
 
There’s nothing worse than building your hopes up to receive something and then be let down. However, that 
disappointing low was turned into an emotional high when Peter healed him under the authority of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth. When Peter pulled him up by his right hand, the lame man felt strength come into his ankles and went 
walking, leaping and praising God into the temple. 
 
Acts 3:6-8 “Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk." Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became 
strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and 
jumping, and praising God”. You see loved ones when a person is healed in the Name of Jesus Christ the result is 
always the same. 
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When was the last time you walked or jumped and just praised God for something He has done in your life? Maybe 
He healed you from the sin of gossip. Maybe He healed you from some addiction. Maybe He healed you when you 
were sick. When was the last time you just leapt for joy and praised God? 
 
Now I think we need to mention that the lame man expressed no faith in the apostles' ability to heal him. In fact, he 
only asked them for money. As Luke records it, the lame man didn’t even try to stand up, but was pulled to his 
feet. And unlike the miraculous claims of many religious groups today, this miracle was absolutely undeniable.  
 
It’s also quite ironic in the fact that many of today’s so called faith healers need a big audience and they want 
money in advance to heal someone. This man didn’t pray to be healed, this man didn’t pay any money to be healed, 
this man wasn’t told to wait for a few days and you will be healed. This man wasn’t some unknown person from 
the backstreets of Jerusalem, although he was lame, he was also well known. 
 
Everyone recognized this man as the lame man who had daily lay at the Beautiful Gate begging for money. Here’s 
a man who has probably been begging for help for almost 40 years. And I know he’s possibly been begging for that 
amount of time because Acts 4:22 “For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.” Now we 
don’t know for certain exactly how long he’s been begging but we do know that he was well known. 
 
Acts 3:9+10 “When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the same man who 
used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 
had happened to him.” They were amazed that they now saw the formerly lame man standing before them.  
 
And I wonder of some within the audience thought of Isaiah 35, which refers to the future glory of Zion. Isaiah 
35:6 "Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert."  
 
But now the healed lame man is holding onto each of them, it was natural that a crowd would gather around Peter 
and John and so Peter, empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak, seized the opportunity to preach about the great 
healer, Jesus.  
 
Acts 3:11-15 “While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to 
them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. When Peter saw this, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this 
surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be 
killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from 
the dead. We are witnesses of this.” 
 
Luke tells us that the crowd looked at them as if they had somehow worked this miracle, but Peter instantly turned 
their attention to "the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers," and the glorified Jesus, His Son. 
But can you imagine the expressions on their faces when Peter tells them that they had delivered, denied and killed 
the "Author of life?"  
 
I believe their expressions would have been similar to when Peter first preached in Acts 2 and told them the exact 
same thing. But Peter doesn’t leave them with that thought, he told them that God, in His turn, had raised Jesus 
from the dead, a fact which Peter and John had personally witnessed remember. The lame man had been healed in 
the authority of Jesus not because of his faith in the apostle’s but because of the apostles' complete faith in their 
Lord's ability to make men whole.  
 
The recognition of that miracle by those Jews now gathered around Peter and John would have left them with no 
options but to recognize Jesus as King. Acts 3:16 “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know 
was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to 
him, as you can all see.”  
 
When Peter said these words many would have readily seen that meant they had crucified God's Anointed. Now let 
me ask you why did they kill the Messiah? Some killed Him because of political reasons. Some killed Him because 
of jealousy and hatred. But Peter says they killed Him because they did not fully understand. He tells them 
everything happened because it was part of God’s plan. 
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A plan that God had laid out so long before the actual events took place. Acts 3:17+18 "Now, brothers, I know that 
you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.” 
 
In the film Terminator 1 Arnold Swarzeneggar plays the part of a bad guy from the future whose trying to kill 
Sarah Conner, but in Terminator 2 Arnold comes back as a good guy trying to protect Sarah and her son John, he 
says to them something very significant and gives them a choice, he says, “If you want to live follow me.” 
 
Now on the basis of the great miracle worked in Jews midst and the undeniable fact of Christ's resurrection, Peter 
appealed to the multitude to turn from their sinful lives and be converted, or transformed.  In other words he asks 
them, “If you want to live follow Jesus”. Just like Peter says in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
We can clearly see that conversion takes place in the waters of baptism. Not before, or just after, but in the waters 
of baptism. Since a person coming up out of the watery grave is made to walk in newness of life, it would certainly 
be reasonable to call the effects of baptism a conversion.  
 
Romans 6:3-11 “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, 
we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin- because anyone who 
has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The 
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 
 
You see loved ones; the transformation comes in the form of the sins of the obedient person being erased. That’s 
what Peter means when he says in Acts 3:19 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, 
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” 
 
On Pentecost, Peter said those following his instructions would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but here he says 
the same thing but with different words, he describes it here as "times of refreshing," which would certainly be the 
result of receiving the Comforter.  
 
Now the Holy Spirit isn’t finished speaking through Peter yet, because Peter goes on to say that when Jesus' work 
in salvation was completed, then God would send Jesus again to reclaim his own. Acts 3:20+21  “And that he may 
send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for 
God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.” 
 
Until that time when salvation was fully accomplished, as the prophets had foretold, Peter said Jesus would remain 
in heaven. Now again like we see with every sermon preached, there are those who will listen and obey and there 
are those who will listen and not obey. We already know that those who obey will go on to live with Christ forever 
in heaven. But loved ones we need to be aware that those who don’t obey will not go to heaven. 
 
Those who refuse God's saving grace will be punished, as Moses said. Peter partially quoting from Deuteronomy 
18:15-19 says in Acts 3:22+25 “For Moses said, `The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be 
completely cut off from among his people.' Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have 
foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to 
Abraham, `Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.'” 
 
As children of Israel, those in Peter's audience should have been aware of the numerous prophecies about the 
coming Messiah, from Samuel through John. 2 Samuel 7:12-16 “When your days are over and you rest with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with 
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floggings inflicted by men. But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 
established forever.'" Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.” The Jews had benefited 
from God's covenant with Abraham and should also have been familiar with the promise that one day the whole 
world was going to be blessed through the seed of Abraham.  
 
Paul told the Galatian church this specifically referred to one son of Abraham, Jesus. Galatians 3:16 “The promises 
were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to 
your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ.” 
 
Ask yourself, who was the gospel first preached to? Romans 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” The Jews or sons of 
Abraham were the first to hear the gospel, just as Christ commanded.  
 
Luke 24:46-48 “He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
 
These guys should have known that Jesus was the messiah. They had been told about the coming of the messiah, time 
and time again through the prophets. Now it’s very obvious that they thought the messiah would come and establish a 
physical kingdom here on earth. But Jesus had come, not to restore a physical kingdom to Israel, but to establish a 
spiritual kingdom and bring salvation from sin.  
 
The fact that the Jews were to be the first to hear the gospel clearly implies others would also hear in the future. Acts 
3:26 “When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked 
ways." Peter left no doubts in these people’s minds as to whom and why Jesus came. You see loved ones, the Jews may 
have been there and killed the Messiah but we all need to understand that so were we. 
 
In his painting the “Elevation of Christ”, Rembrandt depicts the cross being raised by men full of spite, malice and hate. 
But down in the left-hand corner in the dark shadows you can make out the face of Rembrandt himself. You see 
Rembrandt understood that in a very real way, he was there too and his sins were as much responsible for the cross as 
the men who were there that day. 
 
The highest blessing that can be bestowed upon people is to be turned from sin. Sin is the source of all sadness, and if 
people are turned from that, they truly will be happy. And let’s be very clear here, Christ blesses no one in sin, or while 
loving sin, but He will bless people if they choose to turn from their sin.  
 
Loved ones Peter is saying to them and to us today that the Messiah had come, and that now they might look for 
happiness, pardon, and mercy through Him. As so just as the Jews might in Peter’s day had the option to turn from their 
sins. People today have the choice to turn from their sins. Because Jesus still wants to bless all nations by the gospel 
which He had himself preached, and which the apostle’s preached and we still preach today. 
 
The question is, will you decide to accept it? Do you need some refreshing times? You see times of refreshing are 
only going to come when you choose to say no to the world and yes to Jesus. It’s only when you repent and turn to 
Jesus in obedience and submit to Him in the waters of baptism will those times of refreshing begin. Maybe you’re 
already a Christian and you feel tired because of sin in your life. Whatever the reason is those times of refreshing 
can return. 
 
Do you remember when you were baptised? Do you remember the joy in knowing that your sins were wiped out? 
Loved ones every time you confess your sins to God and ask for forgiveness that joy will return. That feeling of joy 
wasn’t just for your baptism but for every time you ask God to forgive you for your sins. 1 John 1:8+9 “If we claim 
to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Like the songs says, 
“It happened so long ago, I cried out for mercy back then, 
I pled the blood of Jesus, begged him to forgive my sin. 
But I still can’t forget, it just won’t go away, 
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So I wept again, “Lord wash my sin”, but this is all he’d say, 
“What sin! What sin! Well that’s as far away as the east is from the west, 
“What sin! What sin! It was gone the very minute you confessed, buried in a sea of forgetfulness. 
 
The heaviest load you’ll carry is a load of guilt and shame. 
You were never meant to bare them, so let them go in Jesus name. 
Our God is slow to anger and quick to forgive our sins, 
So him put them under the blood, don’t bring them up again, 
Because he’ll just say, “What sin! 
 
Oh Lord, please deliver me, from my accusing memory, 
Nothing makes me weep this way, than when I hear you say, 
“What sin! What sin!” That’s as far away as the east is from the west, “What sin!” 
It was gone the very minute you confessed. Buried in a sea of forgetfulness.” 
 
Christian the time of refreshing is only a confession away. Psalm 97:10-12 “Let those who love the Lord hate evil, 
for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. Light is shed upon the 
righteous and joy on the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous, and praise his holy name”.  
 
Maybe today would be a good day to start rejoicing in the Lord and praising His Name as we remember our 
salvation. Those who are not yet Christians can turn to God at any time and begin to rejoice in the Lord and praise 
His Name. And you too like the lame man will receive something beautiful, the forgiveness of your sins. And you 
too will be able to leap for joy and praise His Name for healing you from your sins. 
 


