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“Persuade me to become a Christian” (6) 

 
I was reading a book on interesting facts that I would like to share with you this morning. For example, did you know 
that in Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes? And so when you pulled on the ropes the 
mattress tightened, making the bed, that’s where we get the saying, "goodnight, sleep tight." 
 
What do bullet-proof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers, and laser printers all have in common? They were all 
invented by women. 
 
And did you know that each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history? Spades represents 
King David, Hearts represents Charlemagne, Clubs represents Alexander the Great and Diamonds represents Julius 
Caesar. 
 
Did you also know that the first novel ever written on a typewriter was Tom Sawyer? And did you know that Coca-
Cola was originally green? And finally, did you know it is impossible to lick your elbow? 
 
Now I discovered lots of interesting facts, these were only a few, but let me share with you another fact. Did you 
know that sin is a fact? John tells us exactly that fact in 1 John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no 
place in our lives.” 
 
Paul reminds us of this fact too in Romans 2:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But just 
exactly is sin? John describes sin for us in 1 John 3:4, where he says, “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin 
is lawlessness.” In short John is telling us that sin is a transgression of God’s law. 
 
And loved ones God hates sin and as followers of Jesus Christ we must have the same attitude towards sin. Now you 
may look at your fellow brother and sister in Christ and think to yourself, “Well at least I’m not involved with the sin 
that they are involved in.” 
 
Well let me tell you that anything you do to violate God’s law is wrong and sinful. 1 John 5:17 “All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.” John says that all wrongdoing is sin. But the question I want to ask 
you this morning is who is controlling your life. 
 
You’ve heard the story before about the paediatric nurse who wrote an article in a hospital magazine one time and she 
talked about the kinds of things she loves to do with kids to make them feel relaxed when she was giving them a 
check up. She would put the stethoscope in their ears and she would put it over their heart and let them listen. So she 
had a little 4-year-old boy named David, she put it over his chest, and he heard that, "Thump, thump, thump." She 
said, "David do you know what that sound is?" And little David paused for a moment and said, "Is that Jesus 
knocking? 
 
Who’s living in your heart? Who’s in control of your life? Do you know who you are? You are either one of two 
people this morning. If you are a baptised Christian John tells us in 1 John 5:19 “We know that we are children of 
God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” 
 
If you’re not a baptised Christian then John says in 1 John 3:8 “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.” In 
God’s eyes there are only two families in this world, God is the Father of one family and the devil is the father of the 
other family. And John says it’s been like that since the beginning of creation, because the devil has been sinning 
since the beginning of creation. 
 
Now if you’re not a child of God this morning then you need to be adopted into God’s family. You need to come into 
God’s family so that you can receive the forgiveness of every sin you’ve ever committed and every sin your ever 
going to commit. On the Day of Pentecost for example 3000 people were adopted from the devil’s family into God’s 
family. 
 
And Peter told them how to be adopted into God’s family in Acts 2:38 “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 



 2
A person who repents of sin is then baptised into the benefits of Jesus’ death. Romans 6:3+4 “Don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.” 
 
One of the benefits of being baptised into Jesus Christ’s death is that just like Jesus you too may receive new life. If 
you have never been baptised before in your adult life then you are still dead in your sins. You still need to come to 
life, because it’s at your baptism that you are made alive in Christ, it’s at your baptism that you receive the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
 
If you haven’t been baptised you can pray all night and day for forgiveness. You can do a thousand good deeds a day. 
You can give hundreds of pounds to charity every week but until you are baptised into Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, you’re still dead in your sins. Paul says exactly that in Colossians 2:12+13 “Having been buried with him 
in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. When you 
were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave 
us all our sins.” 
 
Now that’s the position your in this morning if your not a Christian. Now as Christians we still sin but because we 
came into contact with the precious blood of Jesus at our baptism, in the spiritual sense, we have hope. But with the 
hope comes a warning. We can’t go about our daily business without giving a second thought about the sin in our 
lives. 
 
John says that the blood of Jesus Christ keeps on cleansing Christians from their sin “If”. He says, 1 John 1:7 “If we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies 
us from all sin.” He says in 1 John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 
He says in 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” He says in 1 John 1:10 “If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
has no place in our lives.” He says in 1 John 2:3 “We know that we have come to know him if we obey his 
commands.” Christians must walk in the light of God’s word. Christians must recognise and confess their sins to 
God. Christians must keep the Lord’s commandments. 
 
Now we need to remember that a Christian can never reach sinless perfection in this life, no matter how much we try 
to do right. That’s why we must walk in the light. That’s why we must recognise and confess those sins to God. 
That’s why we must keep His commandments. 
 
But when John writes this letter, he’s being sensible when he writes it. He says in 1 John 2:1+2 “My dear children, I 
write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defence--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” 
 
John’s not encouraging Christians to sin, he’s just being realistic. He’s saying that Christians have an advocate, 
someone who speaks on our behalf to the Father when we do sin. That’s why it’s important to be a Christian. You 
can’t defend yourself on Judgment Day, you need the best defence lawyer which money cannot buy, but He can only 
represent you if you’re obedient to His word and His name is Jesus Christ. 
 
John is telling Christians that there are going to be times when we fail. There are going to be times when we sin and 
let God down. But he says Jesus is going to speak to the Father on our behalf. If you are faithfully walking in the 
light. If you faithfully recognising and confessing your sins. If you are faithfully trying your best to keep His 
commandments then keep going. 
 
John is being realistic and he recognises that we have weaknesses but the reason he wrote these words was to 
encourage Christians not to give up when they do fail. In other words not only should we recognise and confess our 
sins to God we should also recognise and expect the blood of Jesus to keep on cleaning us from those confessed sins. 
 
Do you think for one moment that Jesus doesn’t understand what we are tempted with every day? Do you think that 
Jesus is reigning in heaven with a heavy iron rod waiting to punish His people every time they sin? That may be your 
idea of God this morning if your not a Christian but let me show you the Jesus that the Christians here worship every 
week is like. 
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Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.” 
 
You know in our newsletter we have what we might call a mission statement and at the bottom of the front page, it 
says this, “Caring for people because people matter to God.” Now why we do have that written there? Well it’s not 
just to fill a space in the newsletter; it’s far more outreaching than that.  
 
It’s written there to remind the lost people who read that letter that they are important to God. It’s written there to 
remind us as a church family that we have a duty to care for each other and help each other. Its’ written to remind us 
that when your going through a tough time you have many family members here who want to listen and sympathize 
with your problems. 
 
In the same way that our Lord does with us. Our Jesus understands, our Jesus sympathizes with us because our Jesus 
was tempted just like we all are. And yet and I want you to notice this, Jesus was without sin. That’s why it is only 
His sacrifice and His blood which can purify us from all sin.  That’s why John tells us in 1 John 2:25 that “He 
promised us--even eternal life.” 
 
That’s what our faith in God is all about. Titus 1:2 “A faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which 
God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.” Someone once said that, “The Son of God, became 
the Son of Man that he might change the sons of men into sons of God.” 
 
Being a Christian is one of the biggest privileges you will ever be a part of. 1 John 3:1 “How great is the love the 
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him.” What a privilege it is to be called children of God. 
 
And because we’re called children of God through our obedience to Jesus Christ, we’re also privileged to receive a 
share in God’s glory. Romans 8:14-17 “Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did 
not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 
"Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we 
are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 
his glory.” What an honour it is that God would openly call us His children. 
 
I heard a story about a famous American preacher who was preaching in Russia one time and he had to use a 
translator. The translator was good except for when it came to translating the words heirs and errors. The translator 
translated the preacher’s words as following. "My brothers, you and I here today are the mistakes of God's kingdom. 
We are the mistakes of God and fellow mistakes with Christ, who is the mistake of all God has made."  
 
We’re not fellow mistakes of Christ, were fellow heirs with Christ. That’s what happens when a person becomes a 
Christian, they become fellow heirs with Christ and the Holy Spirit which you receive at your baptism testifies to that 
very fact. Romans 8:16 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.” 
 
Now that’s love, that’s why Christians want to walk in His light. That’s why Christians recognise their sins and 
confess them to God. That’s why Christians want to obey His commands. We do these things because of love. 1 John 
4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” 
 
And how did Jesus show His love for us? Well Paul tells us in Philippians 2:5-9 “Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.” 
 
Jesus gave up the glory of heaven for us all. 2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.” That’s 
love! Heaven giving up its very best so that it can take us worst and bring us back to glory. 
 
We don’t love God because we loved God first. No! John says, “We love because he first loved us.” God made the 
first move; God was the one who recognised that all of mankind was in trouble because of sin, so He was the one 
who came to sort the problem out for us because we were helpless and couldn’t fix the problem. 
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That’s why when I mentioned the newsletter and our mission statement; if you look at the Scripture reference 
next to it you will read Romans 5:8. And what does Romans 5:8 say? “But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
God has demonstrated through the giving of His one and only Son how much He loves us, but just how much do you 
love God? If you’re not a Christian this morning, then you need to ask yourself, how much do I love God? You 
obviously love Him enough to come and find out about Him but do you love Him enough to turn from your own 
sinful ways and start to follow His ways? 
 
Jesus calls this turning “repentance”, and He says in Luke 13:5 “Unless you repent you will die.” You say that you 
Love God but do you love Him enough to stand up and publicly confess that Jesus is Lord? Romans 10:9 says, “That 
if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” 
 
Do you love God enough to do that? Do you love Him enough to be baptised into Christ so that you can receive the 
forgiveness of your sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit? Do you love God enough to respond to today’s message like 
the people did when they heard Philip preaching? Acts 8:12 “When they believed Philip as he preached the good 
news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 
 
Don’t tell me that you truly love God if you’re not willing to do all these things. Don’t tell me you love God if you’re 
not even willing to study His word to find out what He has to say to you. Don’t tell me that you know God but do not 
obey His commands. Don’t tell me you walk in the light of the truth but don’t do what the truth says. 
 
Maybe you think that you know God, but you can’t truly know God unless you do what He commands you to do. 
Because John says if you don’t obey all His commandments, then you’re a liar and you don’t know God. 1 John 2:3-6 
“We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, "I know him," but does not 
do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made 
complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” Jesus 
Himself says in John 14:15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 
 
We show our love for God through our total obedience to God. In other words, what Christ says goes! Now like I said 
earlier whether you are a Christian or not there’s no denying what God did for us. There’s no denying that He showed 
His love for us in the form of Christ, when He died on the cross at Calvary. 
 
But let’s stand up against these pretend to love God doctrines. Where people say, “I believe in God, that’s enough for 
God to know I love Him.” Or the pretend I love God doctrine of “Once saved always saved”, “Just be baptised and 
then go and live your live how you like.” Let us as Christians love God the way He wants us to love Him as John tells 
us in 1 John 5:3 “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.” 
 
If you’re not a Christian this morning then let me encourage you to ask someone here for a Bible study today and let 
them show you from God’s word just exactly how you could show your love for God to God. If you’re not a 
Christian this morning then takes James’ advice, in James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” 
 
Now you might be thinking well, I have only been here 20 minutes and you want me to become a Christian? Well if 
that’s you this morning then let me leave you with the words of King Agrippa in Acts 26 who asked the apostle Paul 
that very question. Acts 26:28  “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade 
me to be a Christian?" 
 
And my answer to your question is the same as Paul’s answer in verse 29, “Paul replied, "Short time or long--I pray 
God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains." 
 
 
 


