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“How do we share the gospel?” (6) 

 
You’ve probably heard the story of the young man who was deeply in love with his high school sweetheart. They 
wanted to get married but he called to military duty and he had to leave for a year and he promised that he would 
write to her every single day and he kept that promise. And every single day he sent her a letter, telling her of his 
undying love. And when that year was over and he got to come back home, you probably guessed it. She had married 
the postman. 
 
Because nothing can take the place of personal contact. You see that’s the message of the incarnation. When God saw 
a world in desperately need of the knowledge of his love for them. He didn’t write it in the sky or shout it from the 
clouds. He sent his Son, he wanted personal contact. And that’s also the motive for witnessing. 
 
Romans 10:14 “How then can they call on the one they have not believed in and how can they believe in the one in 
whom they have not heard and how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” The apostle Paul is saying, 
“how can they believe a non given report?” There needs to be some personal contact. And Jesus ad a plan to make 
sure that would happen. 
 
Just before he ascended, the last thing he said was this in Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” I 
would like us to really concentrate on that one verse this morning and make some points that I think are very 
important. 
 
Let me ask you, what is the difference between you a Christian and a moral humanitarian? You might say, “well I’m 
a Christian and so I keep the 10 commandments.” Many people keep the 10 commandments; they just don’t believe 
that God wrote them. You say, “But yes, because I’m a Christian I do many good deeds for people.” Let me tell you 
that there are many secular people who do a lot of good deeds for people. Now all those things are important. Of 
course you should be moral and you should do good things. 
 
But what’s the difference between you and a moral humanitarian? It is this. You bear witness to your Lord Jesus 
Christ. I want you to notice something. According to Acts 1:8 witnessing is something you are, not something you do. 
Jesus did not say, “You will do witnessing.” He said, “You will be witnesses.” It’s what you will be. When you 
pledge elegance to Jesus Christ, you automatically receive a commission. Every Christian is a missionary; some just 
do it as a career. You need to understand either you are like me and ministry is your career or your career is your 
ministry. 
 
In other words, no matter what you do, when you show up, the kingdom of God shows up because you are a witness. 
Remember Jesus promised, “He would make us fishers of men.” In other words, he didn’t just say, “if you follow me, 
I’ll change your priorities.” He said, “If you follow me, I’ll change your identity.” “I will change, who you are.” And 
so loved ones, the question this morning is not are you, “are you a witness for Jesus?” 
 
The question is, “what kind of witness will you be?” You will be a witness for Jesus. The issue is, what kind? This is 
God’s plan “A” , for letting the world hear the message that can save them. And God doesn’t have a plan “B” . He sent 
the Holy Spirit in power to people who would be witnesses wherever they go for Jesus Christ. And that’s what you 
are, that’s what you are as soon as you accept Christ. 
 
A man named Hudson Taylor, who was a well know missionary to China tells a story. One time he was travelling 
with a Chinese minister and they came across a fairly new Christian. And the Chinese minister said, “How long have 
you been a Christian?” And the new convert replied, “about 3 months.” And the minister asked, “and how many have 
you brought to the Lord?” And the new believer said, “well none, I’m just a learner.” To which the minister said, 
“well, you may never be a full pledged minister like me, but you must immediately begin to be a witness for Christ.” 
And then he said, “let me ask you something, when does a candle begin to give off light? When it’s about half way 
burned up?” And the new convert said, “Oh, no, as soon as its lit.” And the minister said, “and you must shine right 
away.” 
 
Now that’s what Acts 1:8 says loved ones. You must shine right away. It’s not, “well, after I’ve studied enough, and 
after I’ve fixed a few things and after I’ve been to church 10 or 15 years, been to some fellowships weekends, heard 
some sermons, take some classes, then I’ll start witnessing.” No. You are a witness for Jesus Christ when you receive 
the Holy Spirit. That’s what you are. 
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So what I want to do this morning is encourage you not to be an accidental witness for Jesus. But an intentional 
witness for Jesus. Please let me give you a plan in coming more effective in sharing your faith. I want to suggest 3 
things this morning, the 1st is this. That you be able to explain God’s offer in Christ. I want to strongly encourage 
every Christian in this room to make this as a high priority if this is something you cannot do today. 
 
You see, most people have some data about God, but they do not know the whole story. One thing you might do, is 
ask your friend some time when you are having a conversation about these kinds of things. If they would like to know 
the difference between religion and Christianity. Now that might perplex them. But you need to understand that every 
religion in the world says, “You could be saved”. That is not what makes Christianity special. That is not what makes 
our gospel good news. 
 
What makes our gospel good news, is not you could be saved, every religion says that. What makes our gospel good 
news is that the Christian faith is the only religion in the world that says, “You could be saved by grace and not by 
works.” Now people need to know that about God, because most people don’t. Most people do not know that works 
and morality have nothing to do with working for salvation. 
 
And so they need to know about God through the lens of the cross. And when we understand the cross, we see that 
the love of God was expressed, the holiness of God was upheld and the justice of God was satisfied. Now you may 
not be able to explain every mystery in the Bible, you may not understand all the millennial theories, I don’t either. 
You may not have a lot of knowledge about minor prophecy, a few do. But you need to be able to explain what the 
cross was about. You need to be able to explain to your friend that God has made an offer in Christ Jesus that no 
other religion in the world can match. 
 
Now there are many ways you can do this, I don’t have a set way. Sometimes I’ve explained it in the words “Do”  and 
“Done”. And I explain how most religion's theories of how you get to heaven is summed up in the word “do” , they 
just have a different list of what you do. But the Christian religion is summed up in the word “done”. Jesus said, “it is 
finished,” on the cross. And I use those 2 words to explain the offer of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Or some people like to use the bridge illustration. Where you have man on one side and God on the other with a big 
gulf in between. And you explain how that the only thing that can bridge that gulf of sin that has separated man and 
God is the cross of Jesus. 
 
Some like to use the Romans road. Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ.” And in Romans 10:13 says, 
“All who call in Christ’ name will be saved.” But the point is, you need to be able to share what happened at the 
cross. 
 
Sometimes I just turn people over to 2 Corinthians 5:17 Now we know it was written to Christian but it can be shown 
to non-Christians what God has offered. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
We know about the greatest give away in the universe. And it all hinges on whether or not a person believes in the 
claims of Jesus Christ. I think there is a reason that John 3:16 is the most quoted verse in the world. “God so loved 
the world he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” People need to 
know that God has made an offer through Christ, they can receive for salvation. 
 
And listen. I think we greatly under estimate the knowledge of most people on the street about this offer. Most people 
know something about religion but they know nothing about grace. There was a Christian man who was hiking and 
he met a man in a cafe who offered to give him a lift back to the camp where he was. And so they got into the car and 
started to leave the town and the man’s new friend said, “I probably ought to tell you that I’m gay.” The man replied, 
“I probably ought to tell you that I’m a Christian.” He said, “Well, do you want to get out of the truck?” He said, “no, 
it’s still getting dark and my camp is still four miles up the road.” He said, “but I thought Christians hated gays?” He 
said, “well that’s weird, because my understanding of what Christ told us, is that Christians were to love, I dint know 
there were a lot of boundaries set on that.” He said, “I thought God hated gays?” 
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The man replied, “well that’s funny because I thought God is love and he has no choice but to love because that’s 
what he is.” He said, “Do you believe aids is God’s punishment on gays?” The Christian replied, “Well, possibly in 
the same sense that prime minister is God’s punishment on voters. I mean, we make choices, that have consequences 
and there are natural consequences for those choices” 
 
Listen to the next question. “Will I go to hell for being gay?” The Christian wanted to say, “of course you’ll go to hell 
for being gay” But he remembered the gospel and so what he did say was, “no of course you wont go to hell for being 
a gay anymore that I would go to hell for being dishonest.” “The only reason anybody went to hell was because they 
rejected the grace God so longed to give them.” The man replied, “I grew up in the church and I never heard anybody 
say, that God loved me.” 
 
Now, you cannot make somebody accept God’s offer, but you need to be able to explain it. You need to be ale to 
explain to the world that God has made an offer in Christ Jesus and it is an inclusive offer. All who believe in Christ 
can be saved. But it’s also an exclusive offer; anybody that rejects Christ will perish. Jesus said, “Unless you believe I 
am he, you will die in your sins.” And if you’re not able to share what God’s offered in Christ Jesus, you have people 
in this church that can equip you. 
 
So you need to find someone in this church and say to them, “Now sit down with me and show me how in my Bible 
to share with somebody the offer that God has made in Christ Jesus.” It ought to be the ultimate desire of ever-single 
Christian, whether you have been in Christ for one day or 50 years, to be able to explain what God did for you at the 
cross. 
 
No 2. If were going to be effective witnesses you need to be aware of your most effective witnessing style. Let me 
explain that. What picture comes to mind when you hear the word, “evangelist”? My guess is, when you hear the 
word, “evangelist” some of you think of a guy a shiny coat, big bushy hair, carries a 10-pound Bible and talks like 
every word weighs 50 pounds. “You must, read, the word, of God.” And so you’re thinking, “if that’s an evangelist, 
that’s not me.” 
 
Well, what you need to do is reject the notion there’s only one effective style of evangelism. Let me show you from 
the scriptures that there are many styles that you could use as you share your faith and one of them will certainly fit 
with your spirit. 
 
For example. Some of us can relate to Peter’s confrontational style. Peter was not a beat around the bush kind of guy; 
he was a “get in your face kind of guy.” He was the perfect choice for Acts 2 to preach at Pentecost. Verses 22+23 
says, “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and 
signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's 
set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
Therefore let of Israel be assured of this, God’s made this Jesus whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
 
Peter is a ready, aim, fire, kind of evangelist. And you know what? There’s a part of me that likes that. There’s a part 
of me that says, “I like that kind of evangelism.” And there are some people in this world that are nether going to take 
Christ seriously unless somebody gets up in their face and says, “You better make a decision because you’re in 
trouble.” And maybe that’s your style, and if it is God will open up doors for you to use that kind of style. 
 
But a lot of you can’t relate to Peter’s style, some of you relate to what I call, “Paul’s intellectual approach.” In other 
words, some in the kingdom are called to give a reasoned, logical presentation of the gospel’s claim. There was a 
reason that God selected this schooled, educated, Rabbi to be the man that would write most of the New Testament 
and particularly those great epistles that explain the doctrines of the faith. 
 
You remember for example, Paul going to a place like Athens known for her wise men and philosophers and Paul 
said in Acts 17:23 “As I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 
this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to 
you.” 
 
And if you read the rest of the chapter, you realise that he took on the sceptics. And it says, “at the end of his talks 
some of them sneered and said that’s foolishness” but some of them came back and said, “This resurrection thing, I 
want to hear more about that.” There’s always going to be a need in the church for great minds that can take on 
sceptics in intelligent debate. 
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That can talk about why we believe in the resurrection. Why we believe the Bible is the word of God. Why we 
believe God exists. And maybe that’s you, and there’s a place for you in the kingdom of God. 
 
Some of you though, relate to what I call, “Matthew’s relational approach.” Remember that Matthew was a tax 
collector and sometimes he’s called Levi in your Bible? Jesus said, “Come follow me”. And he did. Look what he did 
in Luke 5:29 “Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them.” 
 
Now let me tell you what Matthew did. He had some new friends in Christ called disciples of Jesus. Peter, John, those 
guys. But he also had his old tax collecting mates. So as soon as he followed Christ, do you know what he did? He 
threw a party and he intentionally mixed the 2 crowds. He said, “I want all my new mates that follow Christ and I 
want my old tax collecting mates at my house, I’m going to throw a big party and I’m going to let them mingle.” 
 
Now, is that Ok to do? Well, the Pharisees didn’t think so. And criticised Jesus and said, “Why do you hang out with 
those kind of people?” But when you hear Jesus you realise not only is that acceptable, that is essential. That the Son 
of God came to be among the sick. So some of you are not the confrontational Peter type and your not, the Paul, the 
debater type but you know how to throw a party. That’s your thing. And that is a great way to be a witness. To have 
some of your friends who don’t know Christ and some of your friends who do know Christ, to get together in your 
home. Some of you ought to throw a Matthew party. 
 
Or, some of you ought to try the Samaritan woman’s approach. I call it, “the invitational approach.” John 4 after 
talking with Jesus, she leaves her water jug and goes back into town, verse 29 says, “And she said to the people in 
town, Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" And do you know what? A 
bunch of people from town went. So many that Jesus said to his disciples, “look up the fields are ripe for harvesting.” 
 
I heard that 25% of un-churched people in Britain say, they would attend a church service if they were invited to do 
so. Now they might be just saying that but suppose half of them are telling the truth. Let’s suppose that 12% were 
telling the truth. That means if all of us were to ask a person a week, that means around 40 first time visitors would be 
in this assembly. Now that’s what some of you can do. You could be that women that says, “come see a man, I’ve 
met, you’ve got to check him out, come with me.” 
 
Or, there’s what I call, “the Dorcas service approach.” Acts 9:36 “In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha 
(which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor.” And we find out, Dorcas was 
known all over town because she was a woman of good deeds. And remember that when we give a cup of water in 
Jesus name, it often opens the way for us to offer them living water. And that might be your style. 
 
And then there’s what I call, “the blind man’s testimonial approach.” Remember in John 9 the religious rulers began 
to attack this man who was praising Jesus for healing him? Saying, “he couldn’t possibly be from God.” Look at John 
9:25 “He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 
That’s a marvellous style of evangelism. Just say, “I don’t know a lot, but I can tell you for a fact, how my life is 
different since I’ve met Jesus.” 
 
You see, in the New Testament, Jesus is often pictured as being on trial by the world. And imagine Jesus is on trial 
and the Holy Spirit is Jesus’ defence lawyer. Now what the Holy Spirit wants to do is to call witnesses, who can take 
the stand and say to the court, “I’m here to tell you what has happened to me since I’ve met this man.” In other 
words, to give witness or evidence that Jesus is exactly who he claimed to be. 
 
Let me ask you this morning. Are you ready to be summoned? Are you ready to be summoned and go to the stand 
and give evidence from your lives that Jesus is who he claimed to be? Colossians 4:5 “Be wise in the way you act 
toward outsider, make the most of every opportunity.” I hope you have a style, I hope you’ll choose a style; I hope 
you will be intentional about the way you want to witness for Jesus Christ. And let me just say a few words about that 
last way, because that is something we can all do. 
 
The 3rd thing I want to say this morning is that “you need to be alert for opportunities to give your personal 
testimony.” Do it in the style that’s consistent with your personality but you need to have a personal testimony. 3 
times in the Book of Acts, Paul gives his personal testimony. He tells people what happened to him because he’s met 
Jesus Christ. 
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And the last time in Acts 26 he’s before king Agrippa and he asks Agrippa to make a decision and Agrippa says, 
“Paul, you think in such a short time I’m going to become a Christian” and in verse 29 Paul says “Short time or long, 
I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am except for these chains.” 
 
In other words Paul had a reason for giving his testimony. He would share his testimony because his prayer was that 
when people heard his testimony they would say, “what he’s got, I want.” Your testimony is basically, how did your 
story intercept God’s redemptive story? And your testimony needs 3 things. It needs number 1, “your former 
dissatisfaction.” Number 2, “how it was that you came to encounter Christ.” And number 3, “what are the results?” 
 
Now let me tell you what’s holding some of you back. Sometimes when we hear testimonies they are rather dramatic. 
Of people that used to live in the streets. People that used to be harden criminals. People that used to have addictions. 
Alcoholism and they met Christ. And now they are delivered and that’s dramatic and were impressed. That’s nice and 
you’re thinking, “I just don’t have a dramatic testimony.” “I was raised in the church”. “I’ve had a Bible since I was a 
baby”. “I’ve been a Christian since I was a teenager.” “I’ve got nothing to share”. Wrong! 
 
What you have to share is really what most people need. Because most people aren’t living on the street or having 
addictions. Most people have a little dab of religion and what they need to hear is how you moved from religion to a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. So you in fact have a very powerful testimony. As you share how you moved from just 
some moral principals to an encounter with a living person whose changing your life. 
 
Remember, Christianity is not just something to believe; it’s a person to receive. And the interesting is, when you 
witness to Christ, your going to receive an even greater awareness of his own reality in your life. As you start to tell 
people that Jesus is real, your going to discover he’s even more real to you. I think is why the church has got a lot of 
baby Christians. 
 
Let me finish by telling you a true fact. One of the most popular fish to put in an aquarium is a shark. And they catch 
these little sharks in the ocean when they are babies. And the shark is an interesting fish because he will grow to the 
size proportionate to the body of water you put him in. So if you put a baby shark in a little aquarium, he’ll grow 
about 6 inches long and be fully developed. But you take that same little baby shark and you let him in the sea. He’ll 
grow to 8 feet long. 
 
Now I see in the church some of the cutest little baby Christians swimming around. Because they want to live in this 
little, contained Christian world. Not understanding that real dynamic and power and reality of Christ is never going 
to be experience until out in the world you experience him through sharing him. Let me finish by challenging you all 
to go home and write out your testimony. Just write it on a piece of paper your relationship with Jesus Christ. 


