
1 

 ‘Miraculously maintained by God.’ (5) 
 
In our last lesson we saw how Israel is miraculously secured by God. And in this final lesson we will be looking at 
how Israel is miraculously maintained by God. Now the Israelites are almost prepared to enter the Promised Land, 
and a journey that should have taken only 11 days, took 40 years because of their lack of faith in God. And so 42 
years later, after leaving Egypt, God finally has them where they are supposed to be. 
 
Now we’re going to go through the Book of Joshua, but for time sake, I will just summarise some chapters and 
highlight some points in other chapters. As we enter Joshua 1, we find that Moses is dead and God is preparing not 
only the Israelites but Joshua to take on the leadership role. 
 
God says to him in Joshua 1:2-4 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross 
the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set 
your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the 
Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west.” 
 
And so God makes His plan very clear but to encourage Joshua He goes on to tell him in Joshua 1:5-7 that He is with 
Him and He simply needs to be strong, courageous and obedient. Joshua then goes through the camp commanding 
the people to pack up because in three days they’re going to be crossing the River Jordan. And for the first time in a 
long time it sounds as though the people are finally starting to trust God. 
 
Joshua 1:17 “Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you as he 
was with Moses.” And so the people are now on board with the idea that God will work through Joshua to help them 
take the land of Canaan. 
 
As we enter Joshua 2 we are reminded of that famous incident with the prostitute named Rahab. Joshua sends two 
spies over the River Jordan to scout the territory, especially Jericho. When they enter Jericho, the spies immediately 
get to the house of the prostitute, Rahab, and spend the night there.  
 
And remember during these days, brothels were much like Vegas, everything said and done inside a brothel stayed in 
the brothel. And so common sense tells us if Israelite spies wanted to stay hidden but gather information, the brothel 
is the perfect place to do that.  
 
Now the king of Jericho gets wind of the fact that there are spies in his land and orders Rahab to surrender them 
immediately, but Rahab hides the Israelite spies on the roof and covers for them, explaining they were there but had 
fled. While the soldiers go off in search of the Israelites, Rahab goes to her roof to cut a deal with the two spies.  
 
Joshua 2:9-11 “I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all 
who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the 
Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east 
of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s 
courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” 
 
Now I don’t know about you but I believe that these words of Rahab must have come as an encouraging surprise to 
the Israelite spies. You see loved ones there are times when we just go through our Christian journey but we just 
don’t recognise that there are people watching and listening. When the Israelites were being delivered from Egypt, 
led through the Red Sea, fighting off the enemies, they didn’t know that other nations were paying attention, but news 
of all these events was going through the grape vine. 
 
And when we as Christians face trail after trial, we need to believe that how we deal with that trial is going to get 
talked about. The question is, what will they be saying about us? Rahab and the nations around them were not talking 
about the Israelites as such, but what God was doing in and through them. And so not only did she hear what God had 
done, she believed that God could do something for her and her family. And so she swears her loyalty to Israel for the 
protection of her family.  
 
And the Israelite spies in return tell her, not to worry, they won’t kill her or her family with the condition that she 
leaves a scarlet cord hanging from the window. 
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As we enter Joshua 3 we find that Joshua and the Israelites pack up their things and head toward the Jordan River as 
they prepare to cross. They set up camp for the night and Joshua tells Israel that they must sanctify themselves. 
Sanctify yourselves means they were to separate themselves from common things to focus in on the Lord. And 
because this was going to be a spiritual battle, the people had to get prepared spiritually. 
 
And notice what God says to Joshua in Joshua 3:7 “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they 
may know that I am with you as I was with Moses.” God says if the Israelites don’t believe that I am with you like I 
was with Moses, they certainly will by the end of the day. Now as Israel is preparing to cross the Jordan, one man 
from each tribe is selected to carry the Ark into the water.  
 
But think about this for a moment, I would imagine the Israelites would be thinking to themselves, ‘how on earth are 
we going to cross this river when it’s in flood season?’ Because remember we’re dealing with a new generation of 
people, except for Joshua and Caleb of course. Well the chances are, their forefathers told them about what happened 
at the Red Sea and what was second hand faith, was about to become first hand faith. Now I believe you won’t find a 
clearer example anywhere in the Bible of what real faith is, than we find here in Joshua 3. 
 
Joshua 3:15+16 “Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark 
reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a 
heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the 
Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off.” 
 
Now let me ask you why did the water stop flowing? Did it stop flowing because the Israelites all stood next to the 
river and prayed that God would stop it? Did they say, ‘God, stop this river flowing right where we are and we’ll 
walk across?’ No, the water stopped flowing when they stepped out in faith into the water. 
 
In other words, faith has legs attached, you don’t ask for a miracle first, you step out in faith and trust God to make 
that miracle happen. Now I doubt very much they carried on walking when the water starting flowing in opposite 
directions. I would imagine they would be in awe of what God is doing and be mesmerised by the water. And once all 
of Israel has made it through the Jordan River on dry land, which is miraculous within itself, they make it to the other 
side. 
 
And as soon as the priests who were carrying the Ark step out of the Jordan, the water returns to normal. So now I 
can imagine this new generation saying to themselves, ‘wow, this is exactly what my mum and dad were talking 
about when they walked through the Red Sea.’ 
 
In Joshua 4, we see that God has other plans to make sure that not only this generation but generations to come will 
never forget this event at the Jordan River. The Israelites select one man from each tribe to select a stone from the 
middle of the Jordan River to build a memorial. The stones are piled in the middle of the river, so that when the water 
is not in flood stage, they can serve as a reminder of the power of God. And when their children ask what these stones 
mean, they will tell them how God parted the waters of the Jordan and allowed the Israelites to cross over into the 
Promised Land.  
 
In Joshua 5 we find that all the kings of the Amorites and Canaanites heard about the miracle of the Jordan River and 
their hearts melt in fear. And while all the kings are freaking out, God orders Joshua to ‘circumcise the Israelites a 
second time.’ Now God orders this second circumcision because they were a new generation who hadn’t been 
circumcised.  
 
And if you remember this also would be a reminder of His covenant with Abraham back in Genesis 17:9-14. And so 
once all the circumcising is done, the Israelites rest at a place called Gilgal and it’s there the Israelites observe 
Passover.  
 
Joshua 5:11+12 “The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened 
bread and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any 
manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan.”  
 
Now can you imagine this, they are now allowed to eat the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 
Wow imagine the taste buds just dancing with the delights of all these different flavours and spices. ‘Thank God’ 
they would be saying, ‘our manna days are finally over, bring on the produce’. 
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This change from manna to produce signifies Israel’s relocation from the wilderness to the land promised to them. 
We also find in Joshua 5:13-15 whilst Joshua is by Jericho, he looks up and sees a man with a drawn sword. Joshua, 
being oblivious to who this is asks the man whether he is a friend or foe.  
 
The text says that this was is the commander of the army of the Lord and he commands Joshua to ‘remove the sandals 
from his feet for the place where he is standing is holy.’ Which is very reminiscing of what happened to Moses at the 
burning bush. 
 
As we enter Joshua 6 we find that Jericho is in now lock down for fear of the Israelites. God gives Joshua very 
specific instructions, the Israelite warriors must march around Jericho for six days with seven priests carrying 
trumpets made from ram’s horns.  
 
On the seventh day, the warriors are to march seven times around the city blowing on the trumpets. But when they 
make a long blast, then all the people should shout and the walls of the city will fall so Israel can charge forward. And 
so Joshua gives these orders to the Israelites, making explicit instructions to make no sound for six days. The 
Israelites do as God commands and march around Jericho for six days.  
 
Now I wonder what the people of Jericho are thinking as the Israelites march around for six days? I can imagine them 
thinking to themselves, ‘what are those crazy Israelites up to now?’ ‘Every day for the last six days all they’ve done 
is walk around and around our city’. And as day seven begins we can imagine them saying, ‘here they go again, just 
carrying on doing what they’ve been doing for the last six days’. But on the seventh day before the siege, Joshua 
gives a rousing speech and tells the Israelites that they cannot harm Rahab or her family. 
 
The Israelites must practice ‘herem’, which means they must destroy everything as a sacrifice to God and keep 
nothing for themselves, otherwise they will bring destruction to themselves. Now if circling the city once a day was 
confusing for the city of Jericho, imagine how confusing day seven must have been? Joshua 6:20 “When the trumpets 
sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so 
everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.” 
 
They walked around the city seven times and at Joshua’s command, the Israelites let their voices ring and the walls of 
Jericho come tumbling down. Once the walls are down, the Israelites charge and completely destroy Jericho. Then 
the Israelites make good with Rahab and bring her and her family out so they can be free among the Israelites.  
 
Now loved ones talking about fighting a war without raising a hand, this was all God’s doing and what a difference it 
makes when people just simply follow what God says. You are now living in times when people question the 
importance of baptism and living our lives the way God wants us to live. But wouldn’t it be so much easier if people 
just did what God asks of all? 
 
In Joshua 6:26 we find Joshua curses the land to make sure no one can build there again. And sadly as we know 
someone did try to rebuild Jericho to their own downfall. 1 Kings 16:34 “In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt 
Jericho. He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his 
youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.” 
 
Now as we enter Joshua 7 we find that Achan, the son of Carmi and a soldier in the Israelite army, decides that he 
doesn’t want to participate in the ‘herem’ and keeps trinkets for himself. God saw this, after all, He is omniscient and 
He wasn’t very pleased about it. Joshua sends spies into Ai and they report that just a small group of men should be 
able to halt the people of Ai, so Joshua sends a measly three thousand men to tackle Ai.  
 
But it seems as though the spies didn’t really do their job properly because thirty six soldiers are slaughtered while 
the rest run away. As the men of Ai rejoice, Joshua tears his clothes, prays before the Ark, and puts dust on his head 
along with the elders. Joshua asks God why He had the Israelites come to Canaan just to die and God answers by 
telling him to stand up and be a man.  
 
God also tells him that someone didn’t obey the herem. And so the next morning, Joshua discovers, through a very 
careful process of elimination, that Achan is the reason why Israel has sinned.  
 
Achan confesses and is brought with all his possessions and sons and daughters, to the Valley of Achor. The Israelites 
then stone them all to death and burn them along with their possessions.  
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And remember stoning in Biblical times wasn’t a bunch of people throwing stones at someone until they are dead, it 
involved being buried alive under stones, so in effect they were suffocated to death. 
 
When we come to Joshua 8 we find the Israelites preparing for a rematch with Ai. God tells Joshua to take all of Ai’s 
treasures but this time they can keep some for themselves. The king of Ai and all his warriors come out to meet the 
Israelites in battle. And remember the last time they met, the men of Ai and their king rush out and chase the 
Israelites, leaving Ai virtually unprotected.  
 
Now look with me at Joshua 9:18+19 “Then the LORD said to Joshua, hold out toward Ai the javelin that is in your 
hand, for into your hand I will deliver the city.” So Joshua held out toward the city the javelin that was in his hand. 
As soon as he did this, the men in the ambush rose quickly from their position and rushed forward. They entered the 
city and captured it and quickly set it on fire.”  
 
God tells Joshua to stretch out his javelin pointing towards Ai, which sounds a lot like what Moses did at the Red Sea 
in Exodus 14:15+16 when God asked him to stretch out his staff. Anyway at this point, the Israelites stop running and 
turn around and charge. The soldiers of Ai see their city burning and the other half of the Israelite army charging 
toward them. The Israelites kill 12,000 men and women and hang the king of Ai outside the city ruins as a warning to 
not mess with God. Joshua then builds an altar to God on Mount Ebal just as it was instructed to Moses in 
Deuteronomy 27:4-7. And Joshua, just like Moses, writes a copy of the Law of Moses on stones and reads it to 
everyone.  
 
In Joshua 9 we find a whole bunch of kings from different regions all joining together to fight the Israelites. But when 
the citizens of Gibeon aren’t invited to join this group, they decide to trick the Israelites instead of fight them. They 
do this through the clever use of disguises and deceitfulness, pretending they have travelled for miles. They go to 
explain to Joshua that they have heard of the God of Israel and wish to make treaty with the Israelites.  
 
Deuteronomy 20:10-15 basically says, that the Israelites must be more lenient with people who live far away than the 
ones they’re conquering at the moment. And so Joshua accepts the treaty but he doesn’t ask for God’s wisdom on this 
matter, which is a lesson we all must learn. Three days pass and the Israelites finally discover the Gibeonites’ scam. 
The Gibeonites readily admit they’re a bunch of liars because they know the Israelites have to honour the treaty they 
all made because it was sworn before the God of Israel. Isn’t it interesting that Israel’s enemy not only knew about 
God, but they also know His laws? Joshua, being an honourable man, doesn’t kill the Gibeonites, but rather has them 
become hewers of wood and drawers of water.  
 
In Joshua 10 we read about King Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem, and he too hears about the sieges of Jericho and Ai, as 
well as the treaty of Gibeon, and becomes incredibly frightened. He calls the kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and 
Eglon to make war against Gibeon and get back at them for making peace with Joshua, the kings agree and everyone 
sets up their war camps.  
 
The Gibeonites send word to Joshua that they are going to be attacked, and Joshua and his army ride through the 
night to help out. Joshua 10:11 “As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD 
hurled large hailstones down on them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed by the swords of the 
Israelites.” 
 
Now can you imagine this whole scene for a moment? Isn’t this again reminiscent of what happened in Egypt with 
hailstones? I mean these people had no chance, you almost get the picture of God throwing these large hailstones 
down from heaven. And so not only are they running, not only are they getting killed by the sword, but they are being 
attacked from above. And I wonder if the Israelites even noticed that none of them were being hit by these stones, but 
their enemies were. And if that wasn’t miraculous enough, Joshua goes on to ask for something even more 
miraculous. 
 
Joshua 10:12+13 “On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD in the presence 
of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” So the sun stood still, and the 
moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun stopped in 
the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day”. 
 
Unlike the treaty with the Gibeonites, Joshua stopped long enough to ask for help from God. 
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Now again some people might question this miracle, but why can’t the one who created the sun, not be able to stop it 
in its tracks for a whole day? Now did you know that this has been proven through science? Mr. Harold Hill, 
President of the Curtis Engine Company in Baltimore Maryland and a consultant in the space program, says the 
following. They were checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets out in space where they would be 100 years 
and 1000 years from now. They ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries and it came to a 
halt. They found there is a day missing in space in elapsed time and after scratching their heads, they couldn’t come 
up with an answer. Finally, a Christian man on the team said, ‘You know, one time I was in Sunday School and they 
talked about the sun standing still.’ While they didn’t believe him, they didn’t have an answer either, so they said, 
‘show us’ and so he took them to this event in the Book of Joshua. 
 
The astronauts and scientists said, ‘there is the missing day.’ They checked the computers going back into the time it 
was written and found it was close but not close enough. The elapsed time that was missing back in Joshua’s day was 
23 hours and 20 minutes, not a whole day, they read the end of Joshua 10:13 and pointed out that the sun stopped for 
‘about a full day.’ As the Christian employee thought about it, he remembered somewhere in the Bible where it said 
the sun went backwards.  
 
The scientists told him he was out of his mind, but they got out the Bible again and read the words in 2 Kings 20 that 
told of the following story. Hezekiah, on his deathbed, was visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he was not 
going to die. Hezekiah asked for a sign as proof. Isaiah said in 2 Kings 20:9+10 “This is the LORD’s sign to you that 
the LORD will do what he has promised: Shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?” “It is a 
simple matter for the shadow to go forward ten steps,” said Hezekiah. “Rather, have it go back ten steps.”  
 
Isaiah spoke to the Lord and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees backward! Guess what loved ones, ten degrees 
is exactly 40 minutes. Twenty-three hours and 20 minutes in Joshua, plus 40 minutes in 2 Kings make the missing 
day in the universe. So not only does the Bible agree that this miracle actually happened, even scientists have to 
believe it because they have no other explanation. 
 
And so the Israelites return to Gilgal where they were originally camped and word reaches Joshua that the five kings 
are hiding in a cave at Makkedah. Joshua decides that if they want to hide, they can stay hidden and orders some guys 
to roll a large stone in front of the cave to block the kings inside. The Israelites are told to hunt down the remaining 
warriors and kill them. 
 
When Joshua orders the stone rolled away from the cave, he also orders the kings to be brought before him and He 
totally kills all five of them and hangs them each from their own tree. When the sun starts to set, Joshua has those five 
dead kings tossed back into the cave and the cave sealed up again with stones.  
 
In Joshua 11 King Jabin of Hazor hears of the Israelites further conquests and gathers together another bunch of kings 
from different regions to fight Israel. God tells Joshua not to fear for all their enemies would be vanquished and so 
Joshua leads the Israelites and kills them all. Joshua personally kills the king of Hazor and burns him and the 
Israelites take all the goods they can find. Only two tribes make peace with Israel, the Gibeonites and some of the 
Hivites.  
 
And look with me at Joshua 11:20 “For it was the LORD himself who hardened their hearts to wage war against 
Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, exterminating them without mercy, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses.” Again we see the similarities between these people and Pharaoh in terms of God hardening their hearts. And 
loved ones, the war of Canaan is finally over, so Joshua gives all the tribes their allotment of land.  
 
Joshua 12 is basically a retelling of the story and we read about how the Israelites occupied the southern land and 
then the northern land to complete the occupancy. Finally, in Joshua 13-24, the land is divided up and distributed 
among the tribes of Israel. Some of the larger cities are placed aside for the Levitical priests who did not receive a 
portion of land, due to their duties. And lastly, Joshua dies but before he passes he gives one of the greatest 
challenges that lasts for all generations including our own. 
 
Joshua 24:16, “Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD”. Now like I mentioned in one of my earlier lessons, Joshua succeeded in bringing the people into the 
Promised Land but he failed to bring them rest. Although the Israelite’s went on to live in Canaan, they failed to 
completely drive out their enemies, like God had commanded them too. 
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Back in Numbers 33:55 God warned them and said, “If you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those you 
allow to remain will become barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where 
you will live.”   
 
And when you get into the Book of Judges you will see that the Canaanite’s certainly did give Israel a lot of trouble, 
they really were barbs in their eyes and thorns in their sides. Now loved ones God was maintaining Israel for the 
purpose of getting them into Canaan to give them rest and ultimately so that the Messiah would come through them. 
 
And as Christians whilst we are awaiting our exodus, God is maintaining us until we reach our ultimate rest. 2 Peter 
1:15 “And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.”  
Now Peter knew that his time on earth was closely coming to an end and he uses that word ‘departure’ which is 
actually the Greek word ‘exodus’. 
 
In other words just like the Israelites made the exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land, we too, as Christians are 
getting ready for our final exodus, from this life to eternal life. But whilst we are waiting for that exodus, we must 
ensure that we continue to be faithful. Israel failed to be faithful to God because they didn’t completely drive out the 
enemy from the land. 
 
The question is what is the one area in your life where you have failed to drive something out which shouldn’t be 
there? Colossians 3:5-8 “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to 
walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.” 
 
You see God knew that living the Christian life wasn’t going to be easy, so do you know what He did? He said, at 
your baptism, I’m not only going to forgive you from all your past sins, but I’m going to give you the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. And one of the reasons we are given the gift of the Holy Spirit at out baptism, is to help us look like, sound 
like, think like and live like Jesus. 
 
Galatians 5:16 tells us to “walk by the Spirit”. Galatians 5:18 tells us to allow ourselves to be “led by the Spirit.” 
Galatians 5:25 tells us to “live by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit.” But loved ones the Holy Spirit won’t 
stay where He’s not welcome anymore, He won’t stay in our lives if He can’t influence our lives anymore. 
 
He lives in us to help us maintain faithful lives to God because the only people who are going to make it through their 
exodus to eternal life are those who hear the words of Jesus saying, ‘well done, good and faithful servant.’ 
 


