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“Hadassah, the Jewish queen of Persia”. (5) 

 
I would like to begin today by reading out some of those famous one-liners you get in the e-mail from time to time. 
I don't repeat gossip, so listen carefully. 
Lord, if I can’t be skinny, let all my friends be fat. 
My idea of cleaning the house is, sweep the floor with a glance. 
Discover wildlife I Have kids! 
Your secrets are safe with me and all my friends. 
Every time I get the urge to exercise, I lie down till the feeling passes by me. 
Mom, I'll always love you, but I'll never forgive you for cleaning my face with spit on your hanky. 
 
The woman, whose talents were going to look at today, had a mother who was very much like that. Her father’s name 
was Abihail and she had a cousin named Mordecai. Now you’ve probably already guessed who were going to study 
today, so please turn your Bibles to the Book of Esther. We’re going to look at 3 areas of Esther’s life. Were going to 
see how she saves her people from destruction and were going to look at how she tried to reflect her father’s image. 
 
But first of all were going to look at how Hadassah the Jewish maiden became Esther the queen of Persia. Her 
journey began around 586 BC when the Jews were taken into captivity at Babylon. She was orphaned at an early age 
and adopted into another family. Were going to start reading about her in Esther 2. 
 
Esther 2:5-7 “Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the 
son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had 
brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form 
and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.” 
 
You see her ancestor Kish had been among the captives led away from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. And so being 
left as an orphan, she was brought up by her cousin Mordecai, who held an office in the palace at Susa. Have you 
ever spoken to someone who is drunk? Sometimes they can get very aggressive and very demanding and if you’re a 
woman, you get tired of them just staring at you lustfully. 
  
Well, in Esther 1:10+11 we find a man just like that. “On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from 
wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him--Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and 
Carcas-- to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and 
nobles, for she was lovely to look at.” 
 
Now we all know that what the king says goes right? Well not in this case, in fact in Esther 1:12 we find just the 
opposite happening. Esther 1:12 “But when the attendants delivered the king's command, Queen Vashti refused to 
come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger.” The queen refused to do as the king asked and if you 
read the rest of Esther 1 you will find that the king’s noblemen and wise men got into all sorts of legalistic debates 
about what to do with someone who refuses to obey the king. 
 
And so there could only be one outcome, to settle the matter. Esther 1:19 “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him 
issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is 
never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is 
better than she.” 
 
The king issues a degree in Esther 1:22 saying “That every man should be ruler over his own household.” Ahasuerus 
or Xerxes I for short, who reigned around 486-465 BC, having divorced his wife because she refused to comply with 
his drunken commands, ordered that a search be made for the most beautiful virgin women to be her successor, 
according to Esther 2:1-4. 
 
I can imagine this would be like searching for miss world which used to be very popular on our TV screens years ago. 
But the search was one, for some of the most beautiful women in the land. And according to Esther 2:8, “Those were 
selected were placed in the custody of Hegai, who was in charge of the women." But as with all kings, he has the 
final say. The final choice among them remained with the king himself. And his choice fell upon Esther, why? 
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Esther 2:17 “Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favour and 
approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of 
Vashti.” 
 
The king got his new wife and God placed Esther exactly where He wanted her as Queen of Persia. Now Esther was 
beautiful, and she was called Esther from the name of the star Venus, which in Greek is ‘Aster’, which in turn 
translated into English means 'star'. And it’s here we find her first talent that I want us to look at. 
 
We are living in a society obsessed with trying to look beautiful. Almost every teenage girl I know has worried or is 
worrying about their weight and their looks. And its not just people in Hollywood who go through plastic surgery 
trying to look even better. Everyday people now on the NHS are going for bo-tox and breast enhancements and 
plastic surgery. Thousands of people all over the world are receiving counselling because they have no confidence in 
themselves and the way they look. Adverts on our TV screens are filled with super models advertising make up and 
skin care. 
 
But don’t you just get sick of the same advertisements over and over again saying that you won’t be happy until 
you’ve got this product! You will never be beautiful like a super model unless you try this anti-ageing cream! Yes 
Esther was beautiful but do you know what loved ones? So are you because you are Gods people and you are 
beautiful. 1 Samuel 16:7 “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart." 
 
1 Peter 3:3-5 “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 
jewellery and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God's sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used 
to make themselves beautiful.” 
 
Now I know that Peter is addressing wives here but the principle is the same for all sexes. All you need to look great 
is a gentle and quiet spirit. Philippians 4:5 says, “Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” Gentleness 
is one of the fruit of the Spirit which Paul mentions in his Galatian letter. And let me tell you loved ones gentleness is 
a talent that some of us need to work on. 
 
Now please don’t misunderstand me here, there’s nothing wrong with a bit of beauty treatment, after all that’s what 
Esther did in Esther 2:3+9+12. But you can go for all the surgery in the world to make you look beautiful but if you 
haven’t got a gentle and quiet spirit, you’re still spiritually ugly in God’s eyes. Esther was beautiful physically but she 
was even more beautiful spiritually. And when I look around at the church here I see many people who are just as 
beautiful. 
 
And that brings me to her next talent; she always kept her God and her people close to heart. Esther 2:10 “Esther had 
not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.” Esther, in 
obedience to Mordecai, had not made known her parentage and race. But Haman became angry with Mordecai 
according to Esther 3:1-5 because he "would not kneel down or pay him honour.” And so because of this act of 
disobedience towards Haman, the king thought that the Jews scattered through his empire were a malicious nation.  
 
And if you read the rest of Esther 3, you will find that the king gave Haman full power to kill all the Jews and seize 
their property. Now what you need to understand is that Haman was King Xerxes’ most trusted advisor. But he was a 
big-headed and ruthless man. And so Esther, when she found out what was happening by Mordecai. Esther who cared 
about her people more than her own life did someone which was unlawful in Persian law. 
 
Esther 4:16 "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish." 
 
She went to the king to plead for her people. And you may ask, well what is so unlawful about that, after all she’s the 
queen? Well according to Persian law the queen could take certain liberties. She could go unexpectedly into the royal 
presence. She could invite the king to a banquet. She could even employ the king’s guards to carry out her discipline 
on female offenders. However she had to humbly ask and obtain the king's permission before she could do anything. 
An intrusion into the royal presence was liable to be punished as a capital crime. Unless the king extended the royal 
sceptre as a token of royal favour you were a dead person.  
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But the appeal of Mordecai was irresistible. And having appointed a solemn fast of three days, she expressed her firm 
resolution to make an appeal to the king, even though she should might perish in the attempt. What courage! What 
faith! How she loved her people and trusted her God.  
 
Esther 5:1-5 “On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the 
king's hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. When he saw Queen Esther 
standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther 
approached and touched the tip of the sceptre. Then the king asked, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? 
Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you." "If it pleases the king," replied Esther, "let the king, together with 
Haman, come today to a banquet I have prepared for him." "Bring Haman at once," the king said, "so that we may do 
what Esther asks." So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared.” 
 
And so Esther did go to the king uninvited and she managed to find favour in his eyes. And she made her request 
made known to the king. And so the rest of Esther 5 tells us that at the banquet the king renewed his willingness to 
grant Esther any request she might make. And so Esther extended another invitation to both of them for the next day 
and promised to reveal her wishes to the king then. 
 
The next day Esther pleaded for her people and denounced Haman. And it was with great tact and skill that Esther 
exposes Haman's plot and true character to the king. And so the plan Haman had for Mordechia and God’s people 
was now going to come back and haunt him. As a result, the king granted the Jews the right to defend themselves and 
to destroy their enemies. Esther 7:10 “So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the 
king's fury subsided.” 
 
What ironic justice! What goes around come around as the saying goes. The very death Haman had prepared for 
Mordecai was now carried out on himself. Psalm 7:16 “The trouble he causes recoils on himself; his violence comes 
down on his own head.” 
 
Galatians 6:7+8 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to 
please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life.” 
 
But do you posses the talent of standing up for God and His people? Esther saved the people she loves from 
destruction, will you? What are you going to say when you hear someone blaspheming God? What are you going to 
say when you hear someone taking His name in vain? 
 
Esther risked her life, all you have to loose is your street cred. All you may have to loose is a few seconds of people 
thinking your weird. What about if someone says something bad against your brother or sister in Christ? Are you 
going to stand up and defend them? Or are you just going to let it go without saying a word? You see the Bible calls 
this gossip and the church isn’t in the gossiping business. Proverbs 11:13 “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a 
trustworthy man keeps a secret.” 
 
Proverbs 16:28 “A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.” Do you see how all that 
gossiping does is destroy people and their reputations? Because the Lord’s church is in the building business not the 
demolition business. And so before you go ahead and listen to someone who is putting your brother or sister down, 
after they have finished gossiping about them, tell the gossip this. “Isn’t it great that God loves them anyway?” 
 
That will stop anyone in their tracks as they are reminded that they too as a gossiper are loved just as much by God as 
the one they are gossiping about. Esther saved the day, and according to Esther 9:20-32 the Jews celebrated their 
deliverance from the king’s law. And even today, many centuries later the Jews celebrate their deliverance from this 
edict at the Feast of Purim on the 14th and 15th days of the month of Adar. 
 
Now I don’t know if you’ve ever read the Book of Esther right through, if you haven’t let me encourage you to do so. 
But when you do and you may have already noticed this, you will find something very strange about the Book of 
Esther. The name of God is never mentioned in the Book of Esther but when you read it through you can see that His 
fingerprints are all over it. 
 
Just because God isn’t mentioned by name, doesn’t mean that God isn’t in control because as we have already seen, 
He is very much in control. He was working through the Jewish queen of Persia, Esther. 
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And finally Esther was trying to be just like her father. Not her natural father but her heavenly Father. The story goes 
that when the great cellist Pablo Casals was in his mid-80's, he kept practicing his instrument for four or five hours 
each day. And so someone once asked him, “Why, at his age, he still worked so hard.” "Because," he said, "I have a 
notion that I am making some progress." 
 
You see Esther was a woman of deep goodness and faith. She was a woman of courage and loyalty, not only to her 
God but her people. She was a woman of caution and if you combine all that with resolution. We have seen that she 
was a woman and a dutiful daughter to her adopted father. She was quiet and obedient to his counsels. She was 
anxious to share the king's favour with him for the good of the Jewish people. She was a virtuous woman and as far 
as her situation made it possible, a good wife to the king. And her continued influence over him for so long a time 
warrants us to understand.  
 
There must have been something about her manner. Esther 2:15 “When the turn came for Esther (the girl Mordecai 
had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the 
king's eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favour of everyone who saw her.” 
 
And I’m wondering if that’s a talent that we all need to strive for. To reflect the image of Him who bore our sins. To 
have the same attitude of the One who carries the scars of a crucified saviour. Philippians 2:5-8 “Your attitude should 
be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” 
 
You know Christ-likeness takes time to develop but we should be pursuing it. It should be the goal of every single 
Christian in the Lord’s church to look like Him. A preacher was asked by a non-Christian one time, "What is it like to 
be a Christian?" The preacher replied, "It is like being a pumpkin. God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and 
washes all the dirt off of you. Then he cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of 
doubt, hate, greed, etc., and then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for the 
entire world to see." 
 
What do people see in you? Or more to the point who do people see in you? Do they see the old self with its lies and 
old practices? Or do they see what Paul tells us the world should see in Colossians 3:10?  “And have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.” All Christians should be trying to look and 
talk and eat and sleep like Jesus. 
 
Matthew 25:15 “To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each 
according to his ability.” We’ve all got talents and we’ve all got different abilities and we need to recognise those 
talents and start using them to serve our God for His glory. We need to start using them to reflect the image of our 
creator through His church. 
 
I heard a story about a guy who wanted to know what Gods looked like and so God spoke to him from heaven and 
said, “Go to my church on earth and you will find a bunch of people who look just like Me.” If you’re not a Christian 
this morning and you’ve wondered what God looks like, just take a look around you. If you’ve ever wondered what 
God sounds like, just listen to the faithful Christians around you. If you ever want to become what God intended you 
to become then listen to what Jesus says in Mark 16:16 and do what it says. “Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved.” 
 
And the moment you are baptised into Christ, according to Acts 2:38, you will receive forgiveness for every sinful 
thing you are aware of in you’re life and forgiveness for every single sinful thing you’ve done which you’re not 
aware of. 
 
And to help you to start to look like Jesus, He will give you His very own Spirit to live within you. Let me encourage 
you to think about this and come and speak to me after we have finished today. And I will gladly show you from the 
Bible the way in which God wants you to become a child of God. 
 


