“What will you do with Jesus?” (45)

We have come to the end of our Study ofBlo@ks of Actsand | hope and pray that you have been strengthene
and encouraged in your faith. | also hope and pray that youldesrechallenged to live better lives for Christ anc
that you have been inspired to keep on keeping on. It’s bleemy gourney but one which | also hope and pray is
that has been worth it.

A young man was walking along a country road. Along camenaefadriving a wagon. Without asking
permission, the young man jumped upon the wagon and"saidjoing to ride along with you to LondonThe
farmer just looked at him and said nothing. They rode fom#es. The young man began to feel uneasy. He
turned to the farmer and salidl say, old pop, how much farther is it to Londote farmer replied;|f you keep
in the direction you are going, it is about 520 miles, bubtf want to get off and walk back the other way, it is
about sixteen miles--six miles from where you jumped on."

Sometimes in life we just jump on for a ride withoedlty finding out where the ride is going to take us. Godaha:
ride mapped out for us already as long as we follow Wisie will. And just like the apostle Paul we need always
make sure we're heading in the right direction.

Now remember that we left Paul at the porPateoliwhere he found some brethren and stayed with them for
seven days. And when he finally reacli&zinehe was overwhelmed thankfulness and courage to keep going w
some brethren from the city, some of whom travedlddnilesto greet him at th&larket of Appiusand others met
him at theThree Taverns

This was a great moment for Paul and for the samioime and so we continue with Luke’s account to
Theophilus inActs 28:17-20 “Three days later he called together theetsaaf the Jews. When they had
assembled, Paul said to them: "My brothers, althoutdve done nothing against our people or against the
customs of our ancestors, | was arrested in Jerusaldrhanded over to the Romans. They examined me and
wanted to release me, because | was not guilty of amge deserving death. But when the Jews objected, | was
compelled to appeal to Caesar-not that | had any chargeng against my own people. For this reason | have
asked to see you and talk with you. It is because ofdpe bf Israel that | am bound with this chain.”

After three days iflRome Paul called for the leaders of the Jews. And he exgdao them that he was in Rome
because of charges brought against him by their brethréerusalem. He tells them that the authorities had
wanted to release him, but he had to appeal to Caesarskat@ulews were opposed to Paul being at liberty. Ar
he says the reason I'm in chains today is because hehigsti&h, he is someone who whole wholeheartedly
follows Christ. Because he knows and fully understandsidsus Christ was and is the true fulfiiment of Issael
hope.

And I'm wondering if you have that same conviction this mmagribo you believe that Jesus was the promised
Messiah who was the true fulfilment of Israel’'s hopkRow of one woman who truly believed that and she is
found inJohn 4 In a discussion with Jesus about worship, the Stanavomen says idohn 4:25 "l know that
Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, heexpllain everything to usNow look at Jesus’
response to this claim werse 26 “Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

Now remember that the Samaritans only accepted thetPeckawhich is<senesis through Deuteronorag
Scripture, yet they anticipated the Messiah confideimlyhe Temple court, Peter preachedi\ris 3:22-24that
“For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for yoprophet like me from among your own people; you
must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who doesist@nl to him will be completely cut off from among
his people.' "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuelsmmany as have spoken, have foretold these days.”

Quoting fromDeuteronomy 18:15 fPeter makes his statement clear, Jesus was the pdoktessiah. All the way
through the Old Testament there are many propheciesrcomgehis coming Messiah. The Jews and the
Samaritans were waiting on the arrival of the Christ.uke 2:25we find that Simeon wa%oking for the
consolation of Israel.In Luke 2:38we find that Anna spoke to them that weomking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.Andrew announced to Petév)ye have found the Messialifi John 1:41In John 1:45wne find Philip
bringing Nathanael to Jesus, sayifiye have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the Ipetg wrote,
Jesus of Nazareth.”
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Even the enemies of Jesus recognized the Messianic preploéthe Old Testament. Matthew 2:4-6we find
Herod calling the Scribes, the copiers of the Old Tastd manuscripts, to inquire whetee Christ” was to be
born. When disputing the belief of some in Jesus as thstCitme Jews affirmed, ilohn 7:42 “Does not the
Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's fgrand from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?"
While being tried, the high priest asked the LordVimithew 26:63 "I charge you under oath by the living God:
Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of GoAnd again look at Jesus’ response/@ise 64, "Yes, it is as you say.'

You see loved ones there was a reason that the Samaoitaanyand many others, saidknow that the Messiah
cometh.”The reason is found in the Old Testament prophecies aungeChrist. No wonder the apostle Paul
askedKing Agrippain Acts 26:27, “do you believe the prophets? | know you Amd so the question you really
need to answer o you really believe that Jesus is the Messiah?

Because the evidence is indisputable. The Old Testametitiae the events. Christ came and fulfilled them.
Because let me tell you loved ones believing that Jesthe iChrist and doing nothing with that belief are two
different things. And for those who are not Christitimsy need to ask themselves the same question which Pila
asked the mob ivatthew 27:22 "What shall | do, then, with Jesus who isdalthrist?"

In the Tabernacle Holy of Holies, the light of God's glaras present between the cherubim, telling Israel thdt G
was in her midst. The mercy seat was the place appoartiece God met once a year the blood of the sacrifice o
atonement. The blood of atonement was sprinkled thenead not an appeasement. God does not have to be

appeased. He is merciful, compassionate, and full ofidpkindness, but He will not hold man guiltless without a
atonement. When the blood was sprinkled, there was sainsfaBin was covered. The offering for sin was made

But that was the Old Testament but now the One whosenssuimade an offering for sin is Jesus the Messiah
Christ. He is the Mercy Seat where the justice of Guilthe satisfying sacrifice meet, bringing peace to all who
believe. You see loved ones | don’t want anyone to leave b@ag tmaking the same mistake that many other
people do and that is to reject Him. | don’t want anyoaeitey here today saying thab one ever told me that
Jesus was the Messiah'.

Have you ever talked to someone about something which hasregpput they didn’t know anything about it?
You thought they would known something about it becausghend concerned them, but they hadn’t even heard
anything. Well in many ways that’s what Luke goes on and shvaith us next, listen to their reaction to Paul's
words.

Acts 28:21+22 “They replied, "We have not received any fterm Judea concerning you, and none of the
brothers who have come from there has reported olasgithing bad about you. But we want to hear what your
views are, for we know that people everywhere arerngli&gainst this sect.”

It seems from our text that the leaders of the Javi®oime knew nothing of the charges against Paul and report
that no one had come from Jerusalem. Since Paul’'s asousee Jews and the people he is speaking to here ar
Jews, you would think that such a serious charge againstvald be known by most Jews.

And if that happened today, you would hear people talking ogrdqgevine sayingHey you know that guy Saul
who became a follower of Christ, man he such a trouldemae stirred up a rebellion amongst the Jews in
Jerusalem, he is main ringleader of the Nazarene pamong the Jews. And hey if you think that was bad, he
even defiled the temple by bringing Gentiles in there an#lespgainst our forefather’s teachings.’

But like we said a few weeks ago, a good reputation gdesg way. These guys hadn’t heard anything bad
about Paul, in fact they were more interested in hearing moout this Christianity which everyone, everywhe
is speaking against.

And so Paul after a while arranges to do just thats 28:23+24 “They arranged to meet Paul on a certainaaaly,
came in even larger numbers to the place where he wasgst&rom morning till evening he explained and
declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince #i®mt Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the
Prophets. Some were convinced by what he said, but otheitd wat believe.”

Now if you think that listening to a sermon for thimynutes is long, you really should count your blessiiys.
the appointed day, a large group returned and Paul preadio=d,.
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And he preached all day using Moses and the prophetstify teoncerning God's kingdoro you see how
time and time again how we can't just use the New Te=mtaiand leave out the Old Testament?

| remember a few years ago when | started studying Batijaminwho is fromGhana | took him straight to the
Old Testamento theBook of Genesito show him how mankind’s sin had separated mankind from Giod
after discussing a few others passages irOtideTestamenthe smiled at me at the end of the study and said,
‘someone once told him that the church of Christ doesn’ebelin the Old Testament, | now know that is
simply not true.’

Romans 15:4 “For everything that was written in the past written to teach us, so that through endurance al
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed andsgful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training i
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughlypsglifpr every good work.”

The apostle Paul used the Old Testament to convince Wsealel Gentiles that Jesus was the Messiah and wi
like we did earlier should be doing the same thing. Butva have seen time and time again throughBthek of
Acts the group was divided as to whether to believe Paul br no

But just before they go, Paul has one more statemanake, again using the Old Testament as his proug
28:25-27 “They disagreed among themselves and began to leavieaftdrad made this final statement: "The
Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when hd gaough Isaiah the prophet: "Go to this people and sz
"You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you wikkber seeing but never perceiving." For this peopls
heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with thesy @ad they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they mi
see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understardthair hearts and turn, and | would heal them."

Paul quoted fromisaiah 6:9+10vhy? To show that their rejection of the gospel had been fordtpithe Holy
Spirit. And loved ones this is still a major problem faamy people today. They read and listen to the Bible but
they fail to understand it. They see Christians coming tegetvery week and living their lives fully devoted to
God but they can’t perceive that commitment.

And why don’t they understand, why can’t they perceM&l simply because their hearts have become harden
They have ears but they only hear what they want to hesr hidve eyes but they don’'t use them to see truth. At
Isaiahsays, listen loved ones, open your hearts, listen to what Jessesying, open your eyes and see the trimh’.
other words leave your own ideas behind, forget about thieawvorld says and turn to Jesus in repentance and |
will heal you from the disease of sin.

And listen there is good newBaul says if\cts 28:28 "Therefore | want you to know that God's salwathas been
sent to the Gentiles, and they will listef?aul tells them that salvation would be taken to the Genéihd they
will listen. And so I'm asking you all todagye you listening?

A visitor approached a preacher after listening to &ismens on the necessity of receiving Christ as Saviour. Th
man said he thought that Christianity should limit itselpresenting Christ as our example whom we should
follow. The preacher turned to the visitor and sdid, were to preach Christ as our example, would yowfwll

His example?" "Why notAvas the flippant answer.

The preacher thought for a moment and sdiday, let us think then of some of the things that Jegbart did

not do. One of the things that is said of Him is that ldendt sin. Can you take that step and follow His example
in doing no sin?" "No, | must be very honest about mys$elid, sin."The preacher then answeréd:is impossible
then to follow Jesus unless you first make Him yowi@a. It is He who must live in you so that you can say 'F
me to live is Christ.™

You see loved ones Jesus Christ came into the worldnipt@set an example for us, but to become our Saviou
And it is only when we receive Him as our Saviour that reeadle to follow Him as our example because He
indwells us. And make no mistake about loved ones; therealon that, that offer to have Jesus as your persor
Saviour is still on offer today is because Jesus hgsren up on you.
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2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promisesane understand slowness. He is patient with you, r
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentddaegiou really think that God wants people to
perish and spend eternity in helliten God is patient with you, he doesn’t want you oroaeyto be condemned
to hell. He is waiting patiently for you to turn andtmsaled spiritually.

But please don’t ever think that Jesus is never going to ritududgment Day until you repent. Because Peter
goes on to say iA Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come likehatf.” You see loved ones it's not a
qguestion ofif’ Jesus is coming back; it's a questionasé you readybefore He comes back. He’s not going to
come back and sa$hi, | understand you’ve struggled to believe in me ever siheecreation of the world just
over 6000 years ago, I'm going to give you another few thuisgears to believeNo! When Jesus comes back,
that’s it, and if you haven't believed and obeyed His commaeftsre that happens your in trouble.

Listen to what Jesus sayshfatthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Laevil, enter the kingdom

of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who leeaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name duvelemons and perform many miracles?' Then |
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from mgou evildoers!”

Now why didn’t Jesus know thenThey were prophesying in Jesus Name, they drove out demons irN#@eaes
and they performed miracles in Jesus Nanigy didn’t Jesus know then&mply because of what He said in
verse 21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'emier the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does th
will of my Father who is in heaven.

Look at what Jesus said following onhfatthew 7:24-27, "Therefore everyone who hears these wonsefand
puts them into practice is like a wise man who builthoiase on the rock. The rain came down, the streams ros
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it dihlhdoecause it had its foundation on the rock. But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not puirtteepractice is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rosdieawihtds blew and beat against that house, and it fell
with a great crash.”

Being a Christian is more than just coming to Jesusmitee than just hearing His words. It’s about obeying His
words and practicing what Jesus preached. And so Paul isefihgpeaking with the Jews but he is far from
finished when it comes to preaching the gospels 28:29-31 “For two whole years Paul stayed therasmoWwn
rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.\Badl without hindrance he preached the kingdom of
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Paul spent two years in his own rented house wheredeved guests and taught many people concerning the
kingdom of God. He spoke boldly and no one forbid himdntinue. He finally made it and his ambition to
preach the gospel in the greatest city known to mankind whkedd thanks to the grace of God.

And so loved ones, our study begifn sermon@ago and the verfirst sermonwas called,lIt’s all about Jesus’
And as theBook of Actsbegins with Luke writing about Jesus, Luke ends his tepoFheophilus writing about
Jesus.

The question iswhat are you going to do with Jesus the Messiah?



