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“What will you do with Jesus?” (45) 
 

We have come to the end of our Study of the Books of Acts and I hope and pray that you have been strengthened 
and encouraged in your faith. I also hope and pray that you have been challenged to live better lives for Christ and 
that you have been inspired to keep on keeping on. It’s been a long journey but one which I also hope and pray is 
that has been worth it. 
 
A young man was walking along a country road. Along came a farmer driving a wagon. Without asking 
permission, the young man jumped upon the wagon and said, "I'm going to ride along with you to London." The 
farmer just looked at him and said nothing. They rode for ten miles. The young man began to feel uneasy. He 
turned to the farmer and said, "I say, old pop, how much farther is it to London?" The farmer replied, "If you keep 
in the direction you are going, it is about 520 miles, but if you want to get off and walk back the other way, it is 
about sixteen miles--six miles from where you jumped on." 
 
Sometimes in life we just jump on for a ride without really finding out where the ride is going to take us. God has a 
ride mapped out for us already as long as we follow His divine will. And just like the apostle Paul we need always 
make sure we’re heading in the right direction. 
 
Now remember that we left Paul at the port of Puteoli where he found some brethren and stayed with them for 
seven days. And when he finally reached Rome he was overwhelmed thankfulness and courage to keep going when 
some brethren from the city, some of whom travelled 43 miles to greet him at the Market of Appius and others met 
him at the Three Taverns.  
 
This was a great moment for Paul and for the saints in Rome and so we continue with Luke’s account to 
Theophilus in Acts 28:17-20 “Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had 
assembled, Paul said to them: "My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the 
customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. They examined me and 
wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. But when the Jews objected, I was 
compelled to appeal to Caesar-not that I had any charge to bring against my own people. For this reason I have 
asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain."  
 
After three days in Rome, Paul called for the leaders of the Jews. And he explained to them that he was in Rome 
because of charges brought against him by their brethren in Jerusalem. He tells them that the authorities had 
wanted to release him, but he had to appeal to Caesar because the Jews were opposed to Paul being at liberty. And 
he says the reason I’m in chains today is because he is a Christian, he is someone who whole wholeheartedly 
follows Christ. Because he knows and fully understands that Jesus Christ was and is the true fulfilment of Israel's 
hope.  
 
And I'm wondering if you have that same conviction this morning. Do you believe that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah who was the true fulfilment of Israel’s hope? I know of one woman who truly believed that and she is 
found in John 4. In a discussion with Jesus about worship, the Samaritan women says in John 4:25 "I know that 
Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Now look at Jesus’ 
response to this claim in verse 26 “Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."   
 
Now remember that the Samaritans only accepted the Pentateuch which is Genesis through Deuteronomy as 
Scripture, yet they anticipated the Messiah confidently. In the Temple court, Peter preached in Acts 3:22-24 that 
“For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among 
his people.' "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.” 
 
Quoting from Deuteronomy 18:15 ff Peter makes his statement clear, Jesus was the promised Messiah. All the way 
through the Old Testament there are many prophecies concerning this coming Messiah. The Jews and the 
Samaritans were waiting on the arrival of the Christ. In Luke 2:25 we find that Simeon was “looking for the 
consolation of Israel.” In Luke 2:38 we find that Anna spoke to them that were “looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.” Andrew announced to Peter, “We have found the Messiah” in John 1:41. In John 1:45 we find Philip 
bringing Nathanael to Jesus, saying, “We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth.”  
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Even the enemies of Jesus recognized the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. In Matthew 2:4-6 we find 
Herod calling the Scribes, the copiers of the Old Testament manuscripts, to inquire where “the Christ” was to be 
born.  When disputing the belief of some in Jesus as the Christ, the Jews affirmed, in John 7:42 “Does not the 
Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 
While being tried, the high priest asked the Lord, in Matthew 26:63 "I charge you under oath by the living God: 
Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." And again look at Jesus’ response in verse 64, "Yes, it is as you say."  
 
You see loved ones there was a reason that the Samaritan woman, and many others, said, “I know that the Messiah 
cometh.” The reason is found in the Old Testament prophecies concerning Christ. No wonder the apostle Paul 
asked King Agrippa in Acts 26:27, “do you believe the prophets? I know you do." And so the question you really 
need to answer is do you really believe that Jesus is the Messiah? 
 
Because the evidence is indisputable. The Old Testament predicted the events. Christ came and fulfilled them. 
Because let me tell you loved ones believing that Jesus is the Christ and doing nothing with that belief are two 
different things. And for those who are not Christians they need to ask themselves the same question which Pilate 
asked the mob in Matthew 27:22 "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" 
 
In the Tabernacle Holy of Holies, the light of God's glory was present between the cherubim, telling Israel that God 
was in her midst. The mercy seat was the place appointed where God met once a year the blood of the sacrifice of 
atonement. The blood of atonement was sprinkled there. It was not an appeasement. God does not have to be 
appeased. He is merciful, compassionate, and full of loving kindness, but He will not hold man guiltless without an 
atonement. When the blood was sprinkled, there was satisfaction. Sin was covered. The offering for sin was made. 
 
But that was the Old Testament but now the One whose soul was made an offering for sin is Jesus the Messiah 
Christ. He is the Mercy Seat where the justice of God and the satisfying sacrifice meet, bringing peace to all who 
believe. You see loved ones I don’t want anyone to leave here today making the same mistake that many other 
people do and that is to reject Him. I don’t want anyone leaving here today saying that ‘no one ever told me that 
Jesus was the Messiah’. 
 
Have you ever talked to someone about something which has happened but they didn’t know anything about it? 
You thought they would known something about it because maybe it concerned them, but they hadn’t even heard 
anything. Well in many ways that’s what Luke goes on and shares with us next, listen to their reaction to Paul’s 
words. 
 
Acts 28:21+22 “They replied, "We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of the 
brothers who have come from there has reported or said anything bad about you. But we want to hear what your 
views are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect."  
 
It seems from our text that the leaders of the Jews in Rome knew nothing of the charges against Paul and reported 
that no one had come from Jerusalem. Since Paul’s accusers were Jews and the people he is speaking to here are 
Jews, you would think that such a serious charge against Paul would be known by most Jews. 
 
And if that happened today, you would hear people talking on the grapevine saying. ‘Hey you know that guy Saul 
who became a follower of Christ, man he such a troublemaker, he stirred up a rebellion amongst the Jews in 
Jerusalem, he is main ringleader of the Nazarene party among the Jews. And hey if you think that was bad, he 
even defiled the temple by bringing Gentiles in there and spoke against our forefather’s teachings.’ 
 
But like we said a few weeks ago, a good reputation goes a long way. These guys hadn’t heard anything bad 
about Paul, in fact they were more interested in hearing more about this Christianity which everyone, everywhere 
is speaking against. 
 
And so Paul after a while arranges to do just that. Acts 28:23+24 “They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and 
came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and 
declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the 
Prophets. Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe.”  
 
Now if you think that listening to a sermon for thirty minutes is long, you really should count your blessings. On 
the appointed day, a large group returned and Paul preached all day. 



3 

And he preached all day using Moses and the prophets to testify concerning God's kingdom. Do you see how 
time and time again how we can’t just use the New Testament and leave out the Old Testament? 
 
I remember a few years ago when I started studying with Benjamin who is from Ghana, I took him straight to the 
Old Testament to the Book of Genesis to show him how mankind’s sin had separated mankind from God. And 
after discussing a few others passages in the Old Testament, he smiled at me at the end of the study and said, 
‘someone once told him that the church of Christ doesn’t believe in the Old Testament, I now know that is 
simply not true.’ 
 
Romans 15:4 “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
 
The apostle Paul used the Old Testament to convince the Jews and Gentiles that Jesus was the Messiah and we 
like we did earlier should be doing the same thing. But as we have seen time and time again through the Book of 
Acts the group was divided as to whether to believe Paul or not.  
 
But just before they go, Paul has one more statement to make, again using the Old Testament as his proof. Acts 
28:25-27 “They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: "The 
Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet: "'Go to this people and say, 
"You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  you will be ever seeing but never perceiving." For this people's 
heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might 
see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.'”  
 
Paul quoted from Isaiah 6:9+10 why? To show that their rejection of the gospel had been foretold by the Holy 
Spirit. And loved ones this is still a major problem for many people today. They read and listen to the Bible but 
they fail to understand it. They see Christians coming together every week and living their lives fully devoted to 
God but they can’t perceive that commitment. 
 
And why don’t they understand, why can’t they perceive? Well simply because their hearts have become hardened. 
They have ears but they only hear what they want to hear, they have eyes but they don’t use them to see truth. And 
Isaiah says, ‘listen loved ones, open your hearts, listen to what Jesus is saying, open your eyes and see the truth’. In 
other words leave your own ideas behind, forget about what the world says and turn to Jesus in repentance and He 
will heal you from the disease of sin. 
 
And listen there is good news, Paul says in Acts 28:28 "Therefore I want you to know that God's salvation has been 
sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!" Paul tells them that salvation would be taken to the Gentiles and they 
will listen. And so I’m asking you all today, are you listening? 
 
A visitor approached a preacher after listening to his sermons on the necessity of receiving Christ as Saviour. The 
man said he thought that Christianity should limit itself in presenting Christ as our example whom we should 
follow. The preacher turned to the visitor and said, "If I were to preach Christ as our example, would you follow 
His example?" "Why not?" was the flippant answer. 
 
The preacher thought for a moment and said, "Okay, let us think then of some of the things that Jesus did and did 
not do. One of the things that is said of Him is that He did not sin. Can you take that step and follow His example 
in doing no sin?" "No, I must be very honest about myself, I do sin." The preacher then answered: "It is impossible 
then to follow Jesus unless you first make Him your Saviour. It is He who must live in you so that you can say 'For 
me to live is Christ.'" 
 
You see loved ones Jesus Christ came into the world not only to set an example for us, but to become our Saviour.  
And it is only when we receive Him as our Saviour that we are able to follow Him as our example because He 
indwells us. And make no mistake about loved ones; the only reason that, that offer to have Jesus as your personal 
Saviour is still on offer today is because Jesus hasn’t given up on you. 
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2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Do you really think that God wants people to 
perish and spend eternity in hell? Listen God is patient with you, he doesn’t want you or anyone to be condemned 
to hell. He is waiting patiently for you to turn and be healed spiritually. 
 
But please don’t ever think that Jesus is never going to return for Judgment Day until you repent. Because Peter 
goes on to say in 2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.”  You see loved ones it’s not a 
question of ‘if’  Jesus is coming back; it’s a question of ‘are you ready’ before He comes back. He’s not going to 
come back and say, ‘hi, I understand you’ve struggled to believe in me ever since the creation of the world just 
over 6000 years ago, I’m going to give you another few thousands years to believe.’ No! When Jesus comes back, 
that’s it, and if you haven’t believed and obeyed His commands before that happens your in trouble. 
 
Listen to what Jesus says in Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I 
will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'” 
 
Now why didn’t Jesus know them? They were prophesying in Jesus Name, they drove out demons in Jesus Name 
and they performed miracles in Jesus Name, why didn’t Jesus know them? Simply because of what He said in 
verse 21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 
 
Look at what Jesus said following on in Matthew 7:24-27, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 
with a great crash."  
 
Being a Christian is more than just coming to Jesus, it’s more than just hearing His words. It’s about obeying His 
words and practicing what Jesus preached. And so Paul is finished speaking with the Jews but he is far from 
finished when it comes to preaching the gospel. Acts 28:29-31 “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own 
rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of 
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
Paul spent two years in his own rented house where he received guests and taught many people concerning the 
kingdom of God. He spoke boldly and no one forbid him to continue. He finally made it and his ambition to 
preach the gospel in the greatest city known to mankind was fulfilled thanks to the grace of God. 
 
And so loved ones, our study begun 45 sermons ago and the very first sermon was called, ‘It’s all about Jesus’. 
And as the Book of Acts begins with Luke writing about Jesus, Luke ends his report to Theophilus writing about 
Jesus. 
 
The question is, what are you going to do with Jesus the Messiah? 


