“Decisions, decisions!” (42)

In our study of thé3ook of Actswe have been on an incredible journey, especiallyesd last few chapters
following the apostle Paul in his trials and tribulasoHe has been passed from pillar to post but he testesight

of the fact that God was in control of life as laghe remained faithful to the task of witnessing forSThAnd we
saw the last time we were together how if any man leadran excuse to give up on God, Paul would be that man,
But he decided not to give up, even when he was being passed &#mm one legal courtroom to another.

Let me share with you a story ab@usmall boy, with his father, who were in an elevagming up in theempire
State Buildingin New York As they flashed by th&5" floor, the lad, in considerable anxiety, seized his father's
hand, and in an awestruck whisper, sdithes God know we are coming?"

You see God really does know who'’s going where and ewmgthCaesar didn’'t know the apostle Paul was comir
to Rome, God certainly did. But before God gets PaRlaime he has some unfinished business in yet another
courtroom. We pick up Paul’s story again herédans 26and its here that we find Paul making his defence before
King Agrippa.

Acts 26:1-5 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permissiapéak for yourself." So Paul motioned with his
hand and began his defence: "King Agrippa, | consider mysifrfate to stand before you today as | make my
defence against all the accusations of the Jews, andiaipso because you are well acquainted with allgwgish
customs and controversies. Therefore, | beg you talistene patiently. "The Jews all know the way | hiwved

ever since | was a child, from the beginning of my lifeny own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have know
me for a long time and can testify, if they are wdli that according to the strictest sect of our religidined as a
Pharisee.”

Now remember that Festus had the full authority of Rbatend him, but here Luke tells us that it was Agrippa wt
told Paul he was permitted to speak. And so with an etthed hand Paul began by saying he was happy to mal
his defence before the king, especially because King Agwapdd have been familiar with Jewish teachings and
customs. Now Paul must have had a long talk in mind whittfeiseason he begged the king to be patient.

And so Paul goes on and talks about his citizenship. Hedsrthe king that though he was born in the city of
Tarsus, he was brought up in Jerusalem and was well kameng the Jews. In fact he was so well known among
the Jews, Paul sayshy not ask those who are accusing me todgcause the truth of the matter is loved ones,
some of his accusers may well have remembered theusealong Pharisee from his school days.

They would have remembered Saul as he was known backhiag his time as a persecutor. But agsii it
amazing what people choose to rememi€isions, decisionsyhat are we choosing to remembeknow all of us
at some point in our lives have had bad experiences whéatheare church related or not. And I've said this before
and | will say it again, your memory is your choice.

Yes we may have had a bad experience in the past with people but don’t tell me they were all bad. I'm sure
there would have been some great times of friendshifpoaadvith these same people. And so what I'm saying is
chose wisely, focus and remember those good times. Beteuse tell you loved ones speaking from experience,
you dwell on all the bad things, it will eat away at yod stop you from moving on.

Philippians 3:13+14 “Brothers, | do not consider myself yétaee taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | pressward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesi®aul says forget what's happened in the past and movarfbrw

Now remember iicts 24:21we saw that Paul said he was being judged for his hope meshkrrection. But here
look at what Paul tells Agrippa he was being judgedAots 26:5-8 “And now it is because of my hope in what Gc
has promised our fathers that | am on trial today. iBHilse promise our twelve tribes are hoping to sdéldal as
they earnestly serve God day and night. O king, it ialmse of this hope that the Jews are accusing me. Whigsho
any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?

Has the charges been changed without anyone knowing abtsifiaul changing his argumehell | don't believe
he is, | believe that when Paul says, he was nomgljadged'for the hope of the promise made by God to our
fathers."
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| believe he is referring to the promised Messkatd what was the hope that the Messiah would bring Hith?
The hope the Messiah brought with Him was the hopeeofaburrection of the dead.

Can you imagine waiting on tieimber 33 buto come to th€ollingwood Centrdor worship, and you ask the
elderly gentleman next to yowhen does the number 33 arrive?id he saysn about five minutes.So you have a
few of minutes to spare so you focus your attention evnyau look, making sure your hair is nice, your trousers
haven't got any creases in them and your shoes aremdodesan. And when you have checked yourself over and
over again you ask the kind gentlemen next to Yy long now before the number 33 bus arrives®] he says,
“oh you just missed it.And the reason you missed the bus was because youakreused on yourself, you forgot
to look up for the bus.

Now as silly as that illustration sounds that’s exaathat the Jews did, they didn’'t have a few minutesy bael over
400 yeargo wait on the very Messiah they were promised. Awry imissed Him because they were so focussed o
all the technicalities in looking good and they forgottoki up. That's why Paul argued that this very hope was
sought by all the tribes of Israel.

In fact, he said their daily earnest service to Godbheaed upon that very hope. And Paul couldn’t understasd thi
charge because he said it is was the very essengat dictpe which was the basis of the Jews' accusatgasst
him. They missed the Messiah and they didn’t even utatetsheir own argument.

Loved ones let me give you a piece of advice this monmimgn it comes to defending your actions or beliefs.dt’
little piece of advice | was given two years ago fromaldrfriend,Nthembako If you ever get into a debate with
anyone about any issue, always argue with scripture. Bettawesger ceases to amaze me the amount of peole, €
Christians who try and make a point about something andtkinow Scripture at you but that same Scripture nevel
seems to apply to themselves. It never ceases to amazbhangeople quote Scripture at you, how it seems to ha
a different meaning when it is applied to them.

The Jews knew about the Messiah, they knew abouiaghe they had in the resurrection of dead but they fohgot t
Scriptures applied to them too. But not only did the Jews latmwt God’s abilities, so did King Agrippa. That’s
why Paul asked him\Why should any of you consider it incredible that God satbe dead?Now again because
Paul asked this specific question, this shows us that tuseis were primarily of the Sadducees, who if you
remember didn’t believe in the resurrection of the delaidh is sad you see.

And so Paul from looking at his upbringing as a Jew moves bisttime as a persecutor of the Lord’s chufalis
26:9-11 "I too was convinced that | ought to do all that wasilpes® oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And
that is just what | did in Jerusalem. On the authoffithhe chief priests | put many of the saints in prissond when
they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. Madmge | went from one synagogue to another to have the
punished, and | tried to force them to blaspheme. In mysslmseagainst them, | even went to foreign cities to
persecute them.”

Paul says he took actions to stop the teachings absusg dnd His followers, because he was convinced thagis
the Lord wanted him to do. And so just as Agrippa'’s iaimad pursued an end to the life of Jesus, Paul had
pursued an end to the teachings of Jesus. He says thatofdnose saints were shut up in prison in Jerusalem
because of his actions.

And when Paul saysWhen they were put to death, | cast my vote against théfhat he is saying here is that
as a member of the Sanhedrin he voted to condemn them. Betlasow he didn’t stop there, he punished thel
in every synagogue, he even went to cities outside of Jemisa an effort to get them to speak against the
name of Jesus.

What Paul is basically saying here is, don’t tell me wthatJewish beliefs are, | know them, don’t tell me how
zealous you have to be against anyone who teaches angtiangst our forefather’s teachings, | was.
Philippians 3:5+6 “Circumcised on the eighth day, ofpkeple of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew o
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for peasecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness,
faultless.”Paul says when it came to being a Jew he was right abpheith the best of them.

And so Agrippa must be a patient man as Paul continitbswg defence i\cts 26:12-18 "On one of these
journeys | was going to Damascus with the authority andntission of the chief priests. About noon, O king, ¢
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| was on the road, | saw a light from heaven, brighter tharstin, blazing around me and my companions. We
all fell to the ground, and | heard a voice saying to maramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me® It i
hard for you to kick against the goads.' "Then | asked, "#Rkoyou, Lord?' ™'l am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting,' the Lord replied. * Now get up and stand am feet. | have appeared to you to appoint you as a
servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and witiaghow you. | will rescue you from your own
people and from the Gentiles. | am sending you to theopém their eyes and turn them from darkness to ligh
and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may reé@igezeness of sins and a place among those whc
are sanctified by faith in me."”

Now I'm not going to dwell too much on this because we tsudied Paul's road to Damascus experience a f
times already in this study. But here Paul shares tbeust of his conversion and his purpose for that
conversion. And to further make his pointAgrippa, he tells him that on his way to Damascus in purduit o
even more Christians, he saw a great light, which was lerigh&ain the sun, coming out of heaven at midday al
surrounding him and his companions.

And after the group fell to the ground, a voice spoke twoihiHebrew saying,"Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against thadgo'Naturally, Paul asked the Voice to identify Himsel
and the Voice identified Himself as Jesus of Nazarghis Jesus of Nazareth told him to stand up because He
intended for him to minister and witness for Him bothathe things he had seen and would see.

The Lord went on and promised to protect Paul from harmiog either from the Jews or the Gentiles, to whor
he was being sent, which we saw very powerfully last tismal just in case Agrippa wondered what Paul’s
purpose was, Paul tells him his purpose was to opendpes to their own sinfulness. To show them the way ¢
receiving forgiveness of sins and the great inheritancdadlaito those set apart by their faith in Jesus.

Paul as you can imagine is now in full flow sermon made like all good preachers, he knows when it's time
get to the pointActs 26:19-21 "So then, King Agrippa, | was not disobette the vision from heaven. First to
those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem andJaddh, and to the Gentiles also, | preached that they
should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance ibyldegls. That is why the Jews seized me in the
temple courts and tried to kill me."

Paul could not disobey a voice from heaven, so he predbbegbspel in Damascus and Jerusalem, both to th
Jews and Gentiles. And | want to raise an important poir& &gain loved ones, but it’'s not my point it’'s Paul’s
point. Notice, Paul's preaching included the necesdirgpentance, a turning toward God and living a life
showing the works of repentance.

Now loved ones we all know the importance of repentanceréef person becomes a Christian. But please da
ever think that, that is the one and only time you ever teeelpent. Christians are a repentant people and wh
they sin and confess those sins to God, they need to réymmtwe can tell each other that we have repented
a sin but we’re not fooling anyone except ourselves ifamions aren’t backing up we’re confession.

Now forgive me if | get a little passionate about thigt | get a little frustrated when | get emails askirg tm
‘say a little prayer and invite Jesus into my heart lewdl be a Christian’.No mention of believing, confession,
or baptism, never mind the word repent. | get a littlstirated when people call me or email me and say theey
sorry about this or that but their actions clearly tell nufferent story. Listen loved ones Paul say& in
Corinthians 7:10, “Godly sorrow brings repentance thatdda salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly
sorrow brings death.”

In other words repentance produces fruit; repentanpeoigen by the actions which follow. It’s more than
feeling sorry for ourselves, it's a clear demonstratm God and your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ that
you are sorry for your sin. In fact when Paul was in Athke said i\cts 17:30 “In the past God overlooked
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywheepéat.”

Now if that offends you, I’'m not sorry about that becailissus Himself said inuke 13:3 “Unless you repent,
you too will all perish.”If repentance is a part of the gospel message, if rapeatis a command which we are
commanded to do every time we sin against God or our bso#met sisters in Christ. Then we need to keep it
the gospel message, we need show our repentance in oursactio
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In an area of Scotland, there was once a tower calledl'theer of RepentanceWhat gave the tower its name
we are not told, but it is said that an English baronetkinginear the castle, saw a shepherd boy lying upon t|
ground, reading attentively\WWhat are you reading, lad?" "The Bible, sir." "The IBibindeed!"laughed the
gentleman;then you must be wiser than the parson. Can you tell mealygo heaven?" "Yes, sir, | can,"
replied the boy, in no way embarrassed by the mockingdabtiee other;'you must go by way of yonder tower."
The gentleman saw that the boy had learned right welegsoh of his book, and, being rebuked, he walked
away in silence.

Non-Christians and Christians have a decision to make, repenive or don’'t repent and die. That’s John’s
point in1 Johnwhen he talks aboube sin that leads to deathAny sin which isn’t confessed and repented of
will lead to death.

Now | know that the wordepentnot only silences some people but it also upsetegmople but there is
nothing new thereés therePaul said to Agrippa the minute that he mentioned the warentancehe Jews got
really mad, even to the point of trying to seize him intdraple to kill him. But Paul being the devote Christiar
that he was gave credit where credit was due.

Acts 26:22+23 “But | have had God's help to this very dag, so | stand here and testify to small and great
alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Masgsveuld happen- that the Christ would suffer
and, as the first to rise from the dead, would procligim to his own people and to the Gentiles.”

Paul said, it was only by God's help that he wasaiile to tell Agrippa that Moses and the prophets hadl sai
the Christ would suffer, rise from the dead, and spthadjood news among Jews and Gentiles. He wasn't ali
speaking to Agrippa because he was an eloquent spéekesngs still alive because God had a purpose for himr
He gave credit where credit is due and that’'s why itipartant to thank God today for the life He has given us
today.

And so after a long time speaking with the king, Festgshieard enoughiicts 26:24-27 “At this point Festus
interrupted Paul's defence. “ You are out of your miraylP he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you
insane." "l am not insane, most excellent Festus," Rgulied. "What | am saying is true and reasonable. The
king is familiar with these things, and | can speak freéeliiim. | am convinced that none of this has escaped |
notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrigpajou believe the prophets? | know you do."

Luke tells us that Festus interrupted with a loud deatian that Paul had gone crazy from too much learning.
But Paul answered that question by simply saying henetisrazy but spoke the truth. And from our text it
seems that Paul's failure to defend himself, led teifocus more on trying to convert his judges. And so the
apostle went on to note that the events surrounding andviotioJesus' life were done in the open for all to se¢
and had been well known to King Agrippa.

He then asked Agrippa if he believed the prophets. Pawened for him, perhaps sensing, or through the Spi
knowing, what the King was thinking, of course he believedptbphets. And Agrippa recognized that Paul we
using a concise argument intended to persuade him toMdksus as the Christ, that’s why he asked following
on inActs 26:28-29 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you thihkt in such a short time you can persuade me {
be a Christian?" Paul replied, "Short time or long-lyp&od that not only you but all who are listening to me
today may become what | am, except for these chains."”

Luke tells us that Paul expressed his true desireAheppa, along with everyone else who heard his voice,
would be converted to the point of zealously following ltled just as he did. And loved ones that should be t
goal of every single Christian right there. Yes we hawenfitships, yes we have people we justisayp, but
underneath all of that there should be a desire within emeeyof us for them to become what we are, Christial

Now every now and then people will realise this and doadrteo things. They will either want to know more,
or they will walk away. That was the choice which Agapp-estus, and Bernice had to makets 26:30-32

“The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice andetstgng with them. They left the room, and
while talking with one another, they said, "This man isdhmihg anything that deserves death or imprisonment
Agrippa said to Festus, "This man could have been setifiihe had not appealed to Caesar."
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Agrippa, Festus, and Bernice left the room comindheodonclusion that Paul had done nothing worthy of dea
or chains. In fact King Agrippa stated that Paul coulehaeen released had it not have been for his appeal f
the case to be heard by Caesar. They left the room bus&aad the moment and the seed was sown. These
people knew where Paul was brought up, they knew what bdikeaas a child, they knew what he was like as
Jew, and they knew what he was like before becoming a @imist

And just like the many people in our lives, they too neekinow certain things about our past because just lik
Paul they also need to see the transformation powdreocdaspel in our lives as Christians now. Because let i
tell you loved ones, we’re not born Christians, we ama lagain Christians.

And it should be the prayer of every single Christian tHaifaour friends, family, neighbours and enemies that
short time or long that they too will be become what we leme. And remember we have already made o
decision to follow Jesus, it's our friends, family, gigbours, and enemies who need to decide for themselves
who they want to follow.



