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“Excuses, Excuses!” (41) 
 

In our last sermon we saw very powerfully that God was helping Paul in many ways through many different people. 
Even when some Jews were bent on getting rid of Paul once for all and plotting to take his life time and time again, 
God was protecting him. And we left Paul making an appeal to Festus to speak to Caesar himself but as usual our 
dear friends the Jews are not far behind. 
 
I heard this story about a price of wisdom which was given to a new employee in the retail business; the store owner 
said to his new employee "My boy, wisdom, and integrity are essential to the retail business.” By 'integrity' I mean 
if you promise a customer something, you have got to keep that promise, even if it means we lose money." "And 
what," asked the teenager, "is wisdom?" "That," answered the boss, "is not making any stupid promises." 
 
And I guess the point of that story is, be careful what you promise, especially with the promise in marriage of ‘till 
death us do part’. Now we know that marriage is a sacred covenant between a man and a woman and sometimes 
those marriages break down for lots of reasons. But surely questions need to be asked if a woman who promised ‘till 
death do us part’ is going through husbands like we go through rubbish bags every week. 
 
Now you may wonder where I am going with this, but this is important to understand the background of the text 
we're looking at today as we are introduced to a woman named Bernice. Acts 25:13 “A few days later King Agrippa 
and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus.” Now the King Agrippa that Luke says came to greet 
Festus is actually Herod Agrippa II. His father was Herod Agrippa I according to Acts 12:1-23 and his great-
grandfather was Herod the Great according to Matthew 2:1-18. 
 
Now Luke mentions this woman named Bernice, well who was she? Well Bernice was his sister. Now I talked 
about a woman been married a number of times, well Bernice who was only sixteen years of age had already been 
married twice. First to Alexander of Alexandria and then to her uncle, Herod, King of Chalcis, who died in 48 A. D.  
 
But at the time that Luke records to Theophilus about this event, she was living with her brother. And later, she 
served as mistress to both Vespasian and his son Titus, who probably would have married her if there had not been 
such an outrage among the people. From a very young age this woman has been around and seems to have no 
problem marrying if and when she likes. 
 
But it seems from our text that it was during Agrippa's stay, that Festus brought Paul's case up for 
consideration. Acts 25:14+15 “Since they were spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul's case with the 
king. He said: "There is a man here whom Felix left as a prisoner. When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and 
elders of the Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be condemned.”  
 
Now this whole situation with Paul is interesting to say the least. Here is a bunch of Jews led by the elders of 
the Jews who didn’t want to know truth. They had a mission to get rid of Paul by any means possible and they 
are still at it here, because these guys didn’t even ask for a trial. They wanted to skip the trial and go straight to 
the verdict of guilty. Now we have spoken about this before but I think we need to highlight the dangers of 
making a judgment about someone before you have heard all of the evidence. 
 
A young lady named Bridgette left her homeland of Ireland. When she left, she was given a high 
recommendation for her work as a housekeeper. The valued paper was packed with her belongings as she 
boarded a boat for America. Along the way, her valued possession was lost. Upon her arrival, she solicited the 
advice of a friend who provided the following written proposal: "To the general public: Bridgette had a good 
reputation upon leaving Ireland, but lost it along the way." 
 
Whether we like it or not we all have a reputation, some good, and some bad depending on who you talk to. 
And when the apostle Paul was going around killing Christians he had a good reputation amongst the Jews but 
had a reputation of be feared by the Christians. But I’m wondering what kind of reputation do you have? 
 
In other words, are people right about the judgements they make about you even before they know all the facts? 
Are people right in their judgement about you being a trust worthy person who can keep things confidential or 
are you really a gossip? Are people right in their judgement about you being a very good example of Christ-
likeness or does your hidden life tell a different story? Are people right in their judgement about you being a 
committed Christian but what they don’t know is that your not very committed to coming to worship? 
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You see loved ones once you have a bad reputation it’s very difficult to turn that reputation around. But you 
need to know that it can be done with help from the Lord. Now there is another important point we need to 
raise here and it’s this, not only do you have a reputation but so does the congregation here at Great Barr. 
 
We may have a reputation for being a young, vibrant and lively congregation but let me tell you loved ones 
unless that is backed up with actions and deeds that reputation stands for nothing. I know of a congregation just 
like that, they were probably involved in all sorts of activities and missionary work. They probably had a great 
reputation throughout the brotherhood as being a church that was very alive. And maybe people were talking 
about all the good things this congregation was involved with and maybe other congregations looked up to the 
example of this church. 
 
But let me tell you loved ones, what other people think of us is not as important as what God thinks of us. 
Revelation 3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven 
spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.” 
The church who met in Sardis had a reputation among the brethren for being alive but Jesus says to them, ‘I 
know better, you guys are dead’. 
 
Paul had a reputation and these Jews who were hounding him are holding on to their reputation. They were so 
religious in all their ways to other people around them but to Jesus they were just hypocrites. In Matthew 23:13 
Jesus tells them, "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of 
heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.”    
 
In Matthew 23:15 Jesus tells them, "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel 
over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell 
as you are.” And all the way through Matthew 23 Jesus constantly calls these Jewish leaders hypocrites. And 
what Jesus says to us today not only as individuals but also as a congregation, don’t be a hypocrite. Practice 
what you preach. 
 
If Bible study is not important to you, it won’t be important to the unbeliever who is thinking about Christ. If 
meeting together regularly for worship isn’t important to you then meeting together regularly to worship God 
won’t be important to the person who is watching your walk as a Christian. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the 
king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.” My 
point is this loved ones, don’t give people any reason to make any bad judgments about, whether they have all 
the facts or not. 
 
These Jewish elders were looking for any excuse to get rid of Paul but he was determined that he wasn’t give 
them one. And so Luke follows on and tells us in Acts 25:16-21 "I told them that it is not the Roman custom to 
hand over any man before he has faced his accusers and has had an opportunity to defend himself against their 
charges. When they came here with me, I did not delay the case, but convened the court the next day and ordered 
the man to be brought in. When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of the crimes I had 
expected. Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man named 
Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. I was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I asked if he would be willing 
to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. When Paul made his appeal to be held over for the 
Emperor's decision, I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar." 
 
Now I’m not going to say too much about this text because it’s basically an account of what has happened so 
far. But Luke does tell us that Festus said to Agrippa that he told them that Roman law did not normally allow a 
man to be condemned without having an opportunity to answer his accusers face to face.  And he says that 
when the Jews came, Festus found no sufficient charge of evil but, as he saw it, it was more of a religious 
dispute over Paul's affirmation that Jesus had been dead but was now alive.  
 
Festus then goes on and explains that he asked Paul to go to answer the questions in Jerusalem so that he could 
better understand the question involved. But that seems doubtful since he had already told Agrippa he had not 
found Paul guilty of any of matter involving Roman law.  
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I believe it is more likely that he was seeking to establish a favourable relationship with the Jews when Paul's 
appeal to Caesar forced him to hold Paul for a higher court. And so Agrippa after listening to Festus seems to 
be intrigued and immediately expressed an interest in hearing Paul, which Festus readily granted.  
 
Acts 25:22-27 “Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I would like to hear this man myself." He replied, "Tomorrow you 
will hear him." The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the audience room with the 
high ranking officers and the leading men of the city. At the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. Festus said: 
"King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you see this man! The whole Jewish community has petitioned me 
about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he ought not to live any longer. I found he had done 
nothing deserving of death, but because he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him to Rome. But I 
have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. Therefore I have brought him before all of you, and 
especially before you, King Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation I may have something to write. For I 
think it is unreasonable to send on a prisoner without specifying the charges against him." 
 
According to our text, the next day, Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice all appeared in very formal attire, with the 
chief captains and important men of the city all in attendance. Paul was brought in and Festus introduced him 
as the man the Jews sought to have put to death in suits brought in Jerusalem and at Caesarea. Though Festus 
announced publicly that he had found no guilt in Paul, his actions had forced the apostle to appeal to Caesar.  
 
Now I don’t how much you know about the different courts we have available today here in Britain but there 
are essentially three different types. First of all you have your county courts who mainly deal with civil cases. 
Then you have your magistrates' courts who deal with lower level criminal cases and some civil cases and they 
would include youth Courts in which specially trained magistrates deal with young people under the age of 18. 
And finally you have your crown courts that deal with the most serious criminal matters and hear appeals from 
magistrates' courts. 
 
Now the reason I shared that with you is because it seems as though Paul is going through the different levels 
of court systems in Biblical times. But even more importantly God is allowing this to happen. Because there is 
a strong possibly that Festus’ hesitation to send Paul straight away to Rome was God's way of opening up the 
door to the most powerful court in the world of that day. But as we just read, Festus needed some charge 
against Paul, he needed some proof that he did something wrong. That’s why he announced he had brought him 
before Agrippa for an examination. 
 
I love that story about the little boy who is out fishing with his father one day. And he’s looking around him 
admiring all of God’s creation and so he asked his father, ‘where do all those clouds come from?’ and his father 
said, ‘I don’t really know son’ again he asked, ‘where do all the birds come from?’ and again his father replied, ‘I 
don’t really know son’. And so after a few minutes of asking questions the little boy was concerned that he might be 
upsetting his father by asking all these questions, he said, ‘dad, do you mind me asking you all these questions?’ to 
which his father replied, ‘not at all son how else are you going to learn anything?’ 
 
These people were asking the right questions to Paul but they didn’t get the answers they wanted which would cause 
Paul to be guilty. Can you imagine taking someone to court for no reason and the judge says, ‘what charges are you 
bringing against this person?’ and you turn around and say, ‘well I’m not sure, I don’t really know your honour”. 
Apart from looking like an idiot you would probably be charged with wasting the courts time. 
 
You see Festus couldn’t send Paul to Caesar without some sort of case against him or he would look like an idiot. 
And loved ones that another reason to be careful what you say about other people without any evidence. Because if 
it’s found not to be true you will look like an idiot and your reputation of being an honest trustworthy person will be 
lost along the way. 
 
Now Paul is waiting to go into the lion’s den so to speak but we will look at that next time. But just before we finish 
I want to raise a little point about Festus’ actions here, when he says, ‘I have found no guilt in this man.’ His actions 
are so reminiscent of another mans words who didn’t have the courage to stand up to the pressure of the Jews. 
 
Luke 23:13-15 “Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You brought me 
this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no 
basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done 
nothing to deserve death.” 
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And when the Jews kept putting pressure on Pilate to have Jesus crucified, Matthew records in Matthew 27:24 
“When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his 
hands in front of the crowd. “ I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!"  
 
Herod said publicly, Jesus done nothing wrong, yet he didn’t have the courage to believe in Jesus and live the life of 
a Christian. Pilate said publicly Jesus didn’t do anything wrong, yet he didn’t have the courage to believe Jesus and 
live his life as a Christian. Festus publicly said, Paul hasn’t done anything wrong, but didn’t have the courage to 
believe Paul concerning Jesus and live the life of a Christian. 
 
And I’m wondering if that’s you today. Because we all know lots of people who believe in Jesus but they don’t have 
courage to publicly declare that faith in Christ and live the life of a Christian. And one of the many reasons reason 
they don’t have the courage is because of pressure from what we could call modern day Jews. 
 
People who don’t want to be reminded that Jesus is the Messiah. People who don’t want to be reminded that Jesus 
was a real person who died for them and was raised back to life. People who don’t want to be reminded that they are 
sinners and in need of a saviour. Or maybe it’s like some Christians today. 
 
You see loved ones there is no such thing as a part time Christian. Because Jesus commands us all in Matthew 22:37 
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment.”  
 
Your either 100% committed to Christ or your not. If someone says, ‘I read the Bible at home and I pray regularly 
but I don’t meet regularly with similar minded Christians, that’s 99% committed to Christ, that’s close enough.’ No 
loved ones that’s not 99% committed to Christ, that’s 100% not committed to Christ because we are commanded to 
meet together every first day of the week in Hebrews 10:25. God says I want 100%, I want all of your heart, soul, 
and mind, I want it all. 
 
He says to church in Laodicea in Revelation 3:15-17 “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish 
you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of 
my mouth. You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” 
 
Jesus says, ‘listen don’t go fooling yourself into thinking your something when you’re the opposite.’ ‘Don’t go 
sitting on the fence and chose to be a Christian if and when it suits you.’ 100% means 100% loved ones; God wants 
us all to serve him just like Paul is now doing, wholeheartedly. Paul could have easily chosen a thousand excuses 
for not doing the Lord’s will in his life, but he didn’t, he chose to serve God with everything he had, even in a 
prison cell, even in a court room on trial for his life. 
 
So let me finish by asking you, what excuse will you give God in the months ahead for not dong His will? I couldn’t 
attend worship this week because I wasn’t feeling too good. I couldn’t speak to my friends about God because I 
never had the opportunity. I couldn’t attend the mid-week study because I had visitors. 
 
I couldn’t resist that woman because she was too pretty and coming on to me. I couldn’t come and support the 
gospel meeting because I was too tired. I couldn’t resist that drink because all my friends were drinking. Excuses, 
excuses, we can all come up with hundreds of excuses for our actions. 
 
And maybe some of them are real at times but loved ones if they aren’t real please don’t think you can ever fool 
God with an excuse for not doing His will. Because even if we can’t be honest with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, even if we cant be honest with ourselves sometimes. Every now and then we need to remember that some 
excuses are just that, excuses because in all reality they are really no excuse at all. 
 
David says in Psalm 25:1-3, “To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to 
shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame, but they will 
be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse.”  


