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“God is helping you, but who will you help?” (40) 
 
You may remember that the apostle Paul was being charged with four counts of breaking Jewish Law and his 
accusers hired a very clever lawyer to bring a case against him. And even though they wouldn’t admit it, Paul knew 
exactly what the real charge was. So he invited those Sadducean accusers who were present to step forward and show 
the error in his one statement before the Sanhedrin, "concerning the resurrection of the dead." 
 
And so with the courtroom procedures well and truly under way, Luke continues and tells us in Acts 24:22+23 
“Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. “ When Lysias the commander 
comes," he said, "I will decide your case." He ordered the centurion to keep Paul under guard but to give him 
some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his needs.”  
 
An astronomer who was on his way to give a lecture discovered that his seatmate on the airplane was a preacher. 
Early in the conversation he assured the clergyman that he knew everything about religion he needed to know. 
The preacher expressed delight and asked where the scientist had studied religion and how much he had read the 
Bible. "Oh, no," the astronomer replied, "I've never studied theology, and I don't read the Bible, but I know the 
Golden Rule, and I figure that's enough religion for me." "Well, on that basis," declared the preacher, "I guess I 
know all about astronomy." The scientist scoffed and asked the pastor what he knew about the cosmos, to which 
the man of the cloth replied gravely, "Twinkle, twinkle little star; how I wonder what you are." 
 
People say that a little knowledge can be a dangerous thing but in this case we could safely say that a little 
knowledge can win the day. Luke tells Theophilus that Felix had a fairly good knowledge of the Way but just 
how did he get that knowledge?  
 
Well if you remember, Philip and his four daughters lived in Caesarea and Cornelius had been converted while 
he was living in the same city, so it is possible he had some information about this new religion called 
Christianity through them. But like any ruler or judge, rather than judging the proceedings immediately, Felix 
delayed judgment until Lysias came to give his testimony.  
 
Now you may think that this was good of Felix to allow all the testimonies to be heard first before making any 
judgment but there is a strong possibility that he was merely delaying the situation in the hope of receiving a 
bribe from the Christians. But one thing we do know for sure is that Felix directed the centurion in charge of 
Paul to grant him basic freedom to be with his friends and have someone attend to his needs. 
 
Now loved ones I want to stop and make an important point here. Before we make any judgments about anyone 
or any situation we first need to know all the facts. I remember hearing this story about an elder who was spotted 
walking out of a pub one night by one his flock. And when he walked into worship the next day, the elder was 
called to a meeting and immediately dismissed from his duties. Now the problem was that no-one had taken the 
time to ask him why he was in there in the first place, they presumed he had been in there drinking but the truth 
of the matter is he was in there ministering to another member of the congregation who was struggling with 
alcoholism. 
 
Instead of gathering all the facts they presumed the worse. Instead of listening to all the facts they merely 
listened to gossip. And listen loved ones gossipers will always have a selected audience. But there is a difference 
between unloading personal struggles to someone in confidence and gossiping. Sometimes we talk to others 
about other people but that isn’t always necessarily gossip especially if it is said in confidence. 
 
Gossipers don’t say anything in confidence, the say things with the intent of getting the word around and causing 
division. Gossipers are very choosey with their words because they want to either discredit or cause doubt about 
someone else. Proverbs 18:8 “The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost 
parts.”  
 
I love that story about the three preachers who were out fishing on a boat one day confessing their sins to each 
other. The first guy said, ‘Well my sin in alcohol and I go out drinking every Friday night and it’s a real struggle 
for me, please pray for me.’ The second guy said, ‘My struggle is pornography, I go home after the meetings on 
a Sunday and I go straight on to the internet, please pray for me.’ The third guy said, ‘Well my struggle is gossip 
and I just can’t wait for this boat to get to shore.’ You see loved ones, the lesson is simple, make sure you have 
all the facts before you make any judgment about any situation or anyone. 



2 

Now that’s what Felix is doing and so Luke tells us next in Acts 24:24-27 “Several days later Felix came with 
his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 
As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, "That's 
enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you." At the same time he was hoping 
that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked with him. When two years had passed, 
Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favour to the Jews, he left Paul in 
prison.” 
 
When Felix returned to Caesarea with his third wife Drusilla, who was one of the three daughters of Herod 
Agrippa l, he called for Paul to come tell him more about "the faith in Christ." And so like all of us should be 
able to do, Paul was ready to give the reason for the hope that he had in Christ Jesus. And so he presented the 
case for righteous living and judgment, along with consideration of the importance of self-control in such living. 
 
And Luke records that Paul also warned of the coming judgment, in which every man will be judged based upon 
his works. And that discussion terrified Felix and moved him to send Paul away, saying he would call for him 
again at a more convenient time. Now no-one knows if that time ever came.  
 
Historians do tell us that after Felix’ removal from office, Drusilla and their son, Agrippa, perished in the 
eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79. Jewish historians also tell us that Felix did call for Paul to come and converse 
with him often, secretly hoping to receive a bribe to release him. But it seems from our text that after two years 
of waiting, Felix was relieved by Festus but Felix left Paul in prison in an effort to earn some special favour 
from the Jews. 
 
Now nothing has changed today has it when it comes to listening to the gospel? People are more than happy to 
set aside time in their lives to talk about how much God loves them but as soon as we begin to speak about 
judgement, their reaction is the same as Felix’. It terrifies them and all of a sudden it’s never a convenient time 
to speak to them. 
 
But the truth is the truth loved ones and the gospel is the gospel and part of the gospel message is the return of 
Christ which will include judgement. 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”  
 
Let me tell you what is going to happen when Christ returns. Turn your Bible to Matthew 25:31-36 "When the Son of 
Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. "Then the King will say to those on his right, 
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me.' ”  
 
The first thing which is going to happen when Christ returns is that He is going to take a seat. When the Son of Man 
comes, he will sit on his glorious throne. And it’s then according to 1 John 3:2 that His deity will be clearly visible to 
all, “for we shall see Him as He is.” The second thing which is going to happen when Christ returns is that He will 
separate. When the Son of Man comes, He will separate all nations.  
 
And make no mistake about it loved ones, when He comes it’s for judgement and no-one is going to escape because 
Jesus uses the word ‘All’ . All  nations will be gathered, and separation will occur. All  that are in the tombs will hear 
his voice, and ALL  shall stand before his judgment seat.  In other words, this great division will be universal and 
discriminating. 
 
The third thing which is going to happen when Christ returns is that He will speak. When the Son of Man comes, he 
will say to those on the right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father.” To be blessed by the Father means that the 
sheep are saved and it is upon them that grace and mercy is bestowed, through which they escape God’s wrath. He 
will also say to them, “Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” But to the goats on 
the left, He will say according to Matthew 25:41 "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” 
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Christ is coming loved ones but it’s not a question of when? It’s a question of are we ready? Are we feeding the 
hungry? Are we giving water to the thirsty? Are we inviting strangers into our homes? Are we clothing people who 
need clothing? Are we looking after the sick and visiting people? Because if we’re not then we too like Felix have 
lots of reasons to be terrified. 
 
Meanwhile Paul is still in prison and Luke continues in Acts 25:1-5 “Three days after arriving in the province, Festus 
went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, where the chief priests and Jewish leaders appeared before him and presented 
the charges against Paul. They urgently requested Festus, as a favour to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, 
for they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. Festus answered, "Paul is being held at Caesarea, and I 
myself am going there soon. Let some of your leaders come with me and press charges against the man there, if he 
has done anything wrong."  
 
After only three days in the province, Porcius Festus went to Jerusalem. And it was there that the high priest and 
some of the members of the Sanhedrin approached him about bringing Paul up to Jerusalem for a trial. And as we 
have seen time and time again throughout these last couple of chapters in the Book of Acts, these so called religious 
leaders were actually intending to have Paul assassinated along the road. But like we saw last time God protected 
Paul which is seen in the fact that Festus said that Paul would remain in Caesarea, because he was going there 
anyway. 
 
And so Festus urged those in authority to come present their charges before him there. Isn’t it amazing the lengths 
these so called religious leaders are going to, to have Paul killed? They plot and scheme, they lie and bring false 
accusations. You know if we didn’t know better we would think they had an issue with Paul. And so Paul once again 
is called upon to defend his case. 
 
Acts 25:6-8 “After spending eight or ten days with them, he went down to Caesarea, and the next day he convened 
the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from 
Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not prove. Then Paul 
made his defence: "I have done nothing wrong against the law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar."  
 
Luke says that in eight to ten days, Festus went to Caesarea, sat on the judgment seat, and called for Paul to be 
brought before him. But the Jews who were on a mission to get rid of Paul once and for all also appeared before the 
judgment seat and brought serious charges against Paul. And once again Paul told them clearly that he had not sinned 
against the Jews, the temple or Caesar. And what happens next is another part of the fulfilment of God’s plan to get 
Paul to preach the gospel in Rome. 
 
Acts 25:9-12 “Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favour, said to Paul, "Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand 
trial before me there on these charges?" Paul answered: "I am now standing before Caesar's court, where I ought to be 
tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. If, however, I am guilty of doing 
anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no 
one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!" After Festus had conferred with his council, he 
declared: "You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!" 
 
Festus, in an effort to establish good relations with the Jews, asked Paul if he would appear before him in Jerusalem 
to be judged. Paul answered that he had done nothing wrong, as Festus well knew, and, as a Roman citizen, would 
remain before Caesar's judgment seat. And Paul’s honesty and his clear conscience is clearly heard when he says that 
he was willing to die if he was guilty of some offence worthy of death but would not be given up to the Jews if 
innocent.  
 
So what did Paul do? He appealed to Caesar. And so Festus consulted with this own legal advisors and said Paul 
would go before Caesar as requested. God was working in the background all the way through this to get Paul where 
Paul really wanted to go. Paul’s lifetime ambition was to preach the gospel in the greatest city that the known world 
knew and God was providing a prepaid ticket for him to get that opportunity. 
 
You see loved ones in many ways we too are on a journey to a great city, but it’s not Rome, its heaven. Hebrews 
13:11-14 “The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are 
burned outside the camp. And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own 
blood. Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. For here we do not have an enduring 
city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.”  
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And just as God was using many people to help Paul get to Rome, He uses His church today to help get us and others 
to heaven. But the only way that is going to happen is when we work together with God and with each other. It’s a bit 
like the little boy who was flying a kite and they started arguing about who was actually flying the kite. So the sticks 
which made the frame of the kite said, "I am flying the kite.” The paper tail around the frame said, "No I’m flying the 
kite.” But the little boy insisted that he was flying the kite. And in the background the wind said, "No I’m flying the 
kite.” 
 
The truth is loved ones they all flew the kite together. If the sticks had broken, or if the tail got caught in a tree, if the 
paper had torn or the wind stopped blowing, the kite would have come down. Each had a part to play.  Now you don’t 
need to be a mastermind to understand the point. Each one of us has work to do but if we are going to be successful in 
getting ourselves into that eternal city and take as many people with us as possible then we all have to work together 
to achieve that goal. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:6-9 “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he 
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who waters have 
one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labour. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's 
field, God's building.” 
  
Between us we have the work of visiting, giving, preaching, and countless other jobs to do to make the church and its 
work successful. But for that to happen we first must all work together and each do what we can to help. Because let 
me tell you loved ones, you can’t do it all on your own, I can’t do it all on my own, it is a matter of teamwork. 
 
God provided help for Paul to eventually get to Rome, God is providing help for us all to get to heaven but the 
question is who will you provide help for today to help them get to heaven? 


