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“There’s a new King in town.” (4) 
 
I heard about a priest who was walking down a street one evening when he saw a little boy jumping up and down 
trying to reach a doorbell. So the priest who wanted to help walked over and pressed the button for the youngster. 
And after he pressed to doorbell, he asked the young man, "And now what?”, and the little boy said, "Now run!" 
 
And I guess the point of the story is, although we may all would like to think good of people, not everyone thinks the 
same. The last time we were together we left the Jews in Acts 2 in a state of confusion because the apostles were 
speaking different languages which they had never studied. 
 
And Peter immediately set out to end the wild speculations as to the cause of the apostles being able to speak in 
languages they had never studied. First of all he said in Acts 2:15, listen, these men are not drunk because it’s only 
9:00 am in the morning. 
 
Now we all live in a society which drink binges and people get drunk at all hours of the day. But to understand what 
Peter means we need to think like a Jew. You see on a festival like Pentecost, no Jew ever ate or drank anything till 
after 9:00 am. So the Jews should have realized this, they should have known they were not drunk. 
 
Then, secondly, in Acts 2:16, he told the assembled crowd that the things they had seen and heard were the 
fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. And so loved ones, Peter wanted the Jews to begin to think the same as the 
apostles. 
 
And that’s where we will continue today in our study of Acts. Acts 2:17-21 “In the last days, God says, I will pour 
out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 
prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of 
the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'” 
 
Peter plainly says the pouring out of the Spirit upon the apostles was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. If the 
Jews we’re wondering when Joel’s prophecy was going to be fulfilled, this was it. If the Jews were looking for proof 
that they were now living in the Last days, this was it. 
 
Now we need to remember that not all of Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. Some of his words 
would be fulfilled a little later. For example when Joel says that, “God will pour out His Spirit on all people” or “all 
flesh” as some translations have it, he was talking about the Gentiles. “All people” doesn’t refer to every single 
person on the planet, it refers to those who belong to God, the Jews, and those who were still to come to God, the 
Gentiles. 
 
And we know that the other part of Joel’s prophecy was to be fulfilled in Acts 10. Acts 10:44-47 “While Peter was 
still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they 
heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these people from being 
baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." Joel also prophesied that, “some daughters 
would prophesy,” this again was fulfilled a little later in Acts 21. Acts 21:8+9 tells us that Philip, “Had four 
unmarried daughters who prophesied.”  
 
Now before we move on I think I need to say something about Acts 2:21, where Joel says, "whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." There are many people who claim if you just call on the Name of Jesus, you 
automatically become a Christian. 
 
Romans 10:9+10 “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and are saved.”  
  
Now what does ‘Calling on His Name’ mean? Calling on the name of the Lord means a person asking the Lord by the 
Lord’s authority to set them free from their sins. But loved ones that can only be done by yielding to His will as it 
was expressed in his commandments. 
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Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven”. Mark 16:16 “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned.” Calling on His Name needs to be accompanied with obedience to His 
commandments. 
 
In Acts 22 when Paul is speaking in Aramaic addresses the crowd. He was giving his testimony and he quotes Jesus’ 
own words in Acts 22:16 “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling 
on his name.'” Salvation comes through calling on His Name and being obedient to Him in baptism. 1 Peter 3:21 
“And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
 
There’s none of this, ‘just say a little prayer and ask God into your life’. There’s none of this ‘do I have to be 
baptised’? It’s simple obedience to the will of God. We have to do what the Bible says. No ifs, buts or maybes. 
 
Now I like to watch ‘CSI Miami’ sometimes and I like to watch ‘Agatha Christie’s Poirot’. I just love the way in 
which they keep you in suspense right up to the very end. But you will notice there are all sorts of accusations going 
round until finally they have enough evidence to bring a case and convict the guilty person. 
 
Now loved ones if Poirot was investigating the claims of Jesus Christ, he would have to conclude that Jesus was who 
He claimed to be. Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know”. 
 
Not one single Jew could deny that Jesus had worked miracles because they had been done in plain view. Not like 
those of today where people say, ‘a man was raised from the dead today in some village in the middle of the 
Amazon.” Most of Jesus’ miracles were performed in public view for a reason. 
 
Jesus Himself said in John 5:36, "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has 
given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.” When Jesus was talking to the Jews, 
and they asked Him if He was really the Christ, He said to them in John 10:25, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. 
The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me.” 
 
John wrote his gospel to tell us exactly that in John 20:30-31 “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  
 
The Hebrew writer tells us the same thing in Hebrews 2:4 “God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” Those miracles should have inspired awe and 
wonder in the hearts of those who saw them. The miracles of Jesus should have been a clear sign to the Jews that 
Jesus was more than God's spokesman; He was also God’s Son.  
 
Some people clearly recognized these displays of God's power for what they were and believed in the Son. The 
nobleman in John 4:46-54 whose son was at the point of death came to Jesus asking for help and Jesus sent him on 
his way and told him his son would live. 
 
The Bible says in John 4:51-52 “While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was 
living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the 
seventh hour."  
 
Some of the Jews who had gone to comfort Mary after Jesus raised Lazaras from the dead believed in Him. John 
11:45 “Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him”. 
But not everybody was convinced, Matthew records an incident where Jesus had just healed a demon possessed man 
who was blind and mute. And according to Matthew 12:24, the Pharisees said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of 
demons, that this fellow drives out demons." 
 
The Pharisees weren’t convinced that Jesus was God’s Son and so looking for an excuse to kill Him, they said it was 
the devil working these miracles through Jesus. We find the same thing happening in Mark 3:1-6 when Jesus heals 
the man with a shriveled hand, the Jewish leaders refused to believe who He was. 
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But can you imagine the shock on their faces when Peter says in Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know.” 
  
You know we’re always warning our kids about things. For example we tell them to be careful when they go outside 
to play near the road. And they always say “yeh, yeh we know.” But it’s not until they almost get run over that they 
remember the words we told them. But can you imagine the look on all those Jewish faces when they finally realize 
that God knew before hand that they would actually kill the Christ? 
 
Acts 2:23+24 “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him”. 
 
I wonder if they would have remembered what God said in Genesis? Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." If 
these Jews, who were God’s people, who were so scriptural and spiritual in their thinking, who knew and understood 
God’s word so well. 
 
I wonder if they would remember that the Messiah was to be killed and then raised back to life? I wonder if they 
remembered Isaiah’s words concerning what would happen when the Messiah came? Isaiah 53:6-12 “We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He 
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who 
can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he 
was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though 
the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will 
prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the 
great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with 
the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
 
I wonder if they would have remembered David’s words from Psalm 16? When Peter quoted from Psalm 16:8-11 in 
Acts 2:25-28 "`I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my 
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in 
your presence.'”  
 
I wonder if they realized that David was speaking about the Christ? There is no doubt that this passage from the Old 
Testament, prophesies a resurrection of someone. And we know that because it is only by a resurrection that one 
could descend into the grave and not see decay. 
 
Now who is David speaking about? Well we know that Jesus died, we know that His body was laid in a tomb which 
was given by Joseph of Arimathea. But what we also know is that His spirit went to paradise in Hades. When Jesus 
was on the cross and the two thieves were at either side of Him, Jesus said to one of them in Luke 23:43-46 “Jesus 
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." It was now about the sixth hour, and 
darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." It’s plain to see that 
Jesus trusted the Father to reunite his soul with his resurrected body in a powerful display intended to leave no doubt 
as to the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
Now Peter’s point is that David wasn’t speaking about himself. That’s why he mentions that David’s body saw decay 
and was still in its grave in the very city of Jerusalem where Peter spoke. Acts 2:29-32 "Brothers, I can tell you 
confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and 
knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was 
ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.” 
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In other words Peter is saying, that David knew when he wrote of God's Holy One he was not speaking of himself 
but, through the voice of prophecy, was speaking of the promised King who would arise from among his offspring. 
Peter and the eleven who stood with him were witnesses of the very resurrection David had foretold. They had seen 
Jesus in His resurrected body. If anyone could testify that Jesus Christ was now seated on His throne in heaven it was 
Peter. 
 
How could he testify to this? How could he prove that Jesus is seated at God’s right side? The proof was the Holy 
Spirit’s arrival. Remember what Jesus said to His disciples in John 16? He said to them in John 16:5-15 "Now I am 
going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, `Where are you going?' Because I have said these things, you are 
filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of 
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because 
the prince of this world now stands condemned. "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is 
mine and make it known to you.” 
  
Peter says, you want help to understand what has happened here today? Do you remember the great prophet Joel? Do 
you remember one of the greatest kings of our history, David? 
 
There was a man who was in a championship fight and he was getting beat up pretty good, his eyes were puffy, his 
lip was cut and his cheeks were swollen. And he staggered over to his trainer at the end of the round and said, "throw 
in the towel man, I'm getting killed out there". And his trainer was trying to encourage him and said, "Oh, no, you're 
doing great, that guy is not laying a glove on you." And the boxer looked up through his bloody nose and said, "Well, 
would you keep your eye on the referee then because somebody is hitting me out there." 
 
Peter was hitting these Jews from all sides. The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The miraculous events 
of Acts 2:1-11 speaking in different tongues. The words of the prophet Joel. The words of the king and prophet 
David. I mean Peter was spelling it out to them but Peter wasn’t finished just yet. He had more to say concerning 
King David. 
 
He says to the Jews quoting more words of David from Psalm 110:1in Acts 2:33-35, “Exalted to the right hand of 
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For 
David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, "`The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet."   
 
In other words the Jews had to realize that there was a new King in town. But this new King was also Lord over 
David and He too was to rule from a throne, but not on earth, but in heaven. Peter says, Jesus is Master and King 
now. And just in case they thought Peter was the one giving out all this authority, he says in Acts 2:36 "Therefore let 
all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  
 
Talk about being put in your place. Talk about not having a leg to stand on. Peter left the Jews speechless. Now loved 
ones that’s a very powerful lesson for us right there. Whenever you get into a religious discussion with anybody, let 
the Scriptures speak for themselves. Don’t start talking about Bible unless you know what you’re talking about. 
 
Speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. If you’re adding your opinion and you’re not 
sure what a passage of Scripture means, be honest and tell them that. But if you know and fully understand any 
passage of Scripture then back it up with more Scripture. Because when you point out Scripture, let the Bible speak 
for itself and you too will leave those who are arguing or debating with you speechless. 
 
Peter was a in your face kind of guy when it came to preaching Jesus Christ. The very One they had crucified he says, 
has now been placed by God in the position of authority. And next week Peter is going to tell us that if anyone 
wishing to come to the Father then they are going to have to yield to Him. The Jews had no argument. 
 
Peter had opened up two separate prophecies of David before their very eyes. He has presented the testimony of 
reliable witnesses who had seen the resurrected Lord.  
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He had called his listeners' attention to the unique events of the day, which had to have originated from heaven itself 
through the workings of God's Spirit.  
 
A woman was visiting a graveyard onetime to visit her husband’s grave, but when she was walking through the 
graveyard she saw a tombstone that read: "Here lies John Kelly, a lawyer and an honest man." "How about that!" she 
exclaimed. "They've got three people buried in one grave." 
 
You see Peter could look out of the temple area onto Jerusalem and say to the Jews, ‘Look there lays King David, a 
faithful and devout follower of God.’ Dig his grave up and you will find his remains. You see loved ones, one reason 
the Jews couldn’t argue with Peter is because if Jesus' tomb still contained Jesus' remains, then surely they would 
have argued that case. 
 
The Jews would have thrown the remainder of Jesus’ bones down on the ground before Peter and said, ‘you see, this 
Jesus’ body is still here just like David’s’. But they didn’t because they couldn’t because if they were to go to the 
place where Jesus was buried they would read this inscription, ‘Jesus has risen from the dead.’ Loved ones, Peter 
presented very powerful evidence of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Someone once wrote and asked Emily Post, the good manners expert of another generation, "What is the correct 
procedure when one is invited to the White House but has a previous engagement?"  They got a reply in the post 
saying, "An invitation to dine at the White House is a command, and it automatically cancels any other engagement." 
 
You see loved ones, Jesus is Lord, whether people want to confess that or not. And when people receive an invitation 
to come and join in Him baptism, we need to remember that baptism is a command from the King and that invitation 
should automatically cancel all other engagements. 
 


